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11Cheshvan ¢ Parshat Lech Lecha

Steven Dorfman, President

® Rabbi Pini Dunner, Senior Rabbi ®

SHABBAT SCHEDULE

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4
CANDLELIGHTING: 5:39PM
MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT: 5:40PM

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5
GEMARA SHIUR: 8:30AM
SHACHARIT: 9:15AM

PIRKEI AVOT SHIUR: 5:20PM
MINCHA: 5:45pm

MAARIV: 6:35pm

SHABBAT ENDS: 6:36pm

WEEKDAY DAVENING TIMES
Shacharit Mincha/Maariv

Sun 8:00am  4:45pm
Mon-Thu 7:00am 4:45pm
Friday 7:00am 4:35pm

With gratitude to Hashem and
much joy in their hearts,
Helen & Moshe Sassover
welcome their first
granddaughter
Lily Emmanuelle
(Chana Emanuella)

born p \ @~
Thursday, ’ ‘a AF |
Novembe? 2nd 57 % ﬁal¢
to their e >3
children >

Elana and
Noah Zeligman and big
brother Teddy.

Teen Minyan returns on the 12th
November. Teens can join us from
10am in the Beit Midrash for a teen
led service followed by a Kiddush
catered by Jeff's.

Email cantor@yinbh.org to RSVP

Dear Members & Friendss,

The end of this month will mark 75 years since the passing of U.N. resolution 181 on
November 29, 1947, which paved the way for a Jewish national homeland to be
established in Palestine as an independent, legitimate country — a nation state among WS
the family of nation states that make up the United Nations. Israel came into being just ‘
under half a year later, on May 14, 1948, and the following year, on May 11, 1949, ‘
Israel was admitted into the United Nations. v

For reasons that continue to defy logic, the Arabs of 1947 Palestine — bolstered by active
encouragement from their Arab brethren in the Middle East and beyond - refused to consider any
option which would enable the creation of a Jewish nation state on land they believed belonged
exclusively to them. As a result of this uncompromising stance then, and since, and as a consequence

of sustained military campaigns and terrorist violence against Israel and Jews over the many decades
since 1947, all of it based on this uncompromising stance, there is still not a country called Palestine.

And yet, despite the truth of these facts, the narrative one reads and hears in the mainstream media
and from pro-Palestinian propagandists never reveals these critical details. The delegitimization of Israel
relies on the spurious mantra that Israel was never legitimate, and that the Jewish nation has no valid
claim to a country in the land that was previously Palestine. And, as if this is not enough, the anti-Israel
narrative maintains that the Arabs of Palestine were illegally dispossessed and that they remain
dispossessed — all of them victims of a colonial enterprise executed by non-indigenous outsiders who
stole the land from the Arabs.

But nothing could be further from the truth. While it is true that Arabs settled and dominated Palestine
— which in the modern period was an ill-defined province of the Ottoman Empire, it was the Jews who
were dispossessed, some 2,000 years ago. And it was the Jews who were a perpetually persecuted
minority in the territory which was theirs for more than fourteen centuries, beginning with the
conquest of Joshua, and ending with the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple in 70 C.E., followed by
the rout of Bar Kokhba and his rebels in 135 C.E. And it was the Jews who were associated,
throughout the period of their dispossession, with the province known as Palestine — even by Muslim
scholars of the Koran, as pointed out by, among others, the widely respected British imam, Sheikh Dr.
Muhammad Al-Husseini.

How is it possible that the truly dispossessed can be accused of dispossessing others when they reclaim
territory that is rightfully theirs? What this means is that anyone who proposes Israel’s illegitimacy is
simply guilty of Orwellian doublethink — at its worst. As Winston Smith, the protagonist of George
Orwell’'s masterpiece Nineteen Eighty-Four, puts it: doublethink is “to be conscious of complete
truthfulness while telling carefully constructed lies.” The truth of the Land of Israel’s association with
the Jewish nation cannot possibly be disputed — it is a fact no less true than that the sky is above, and
that water is wet.

The first evidence we have for this eternal connection between the Jewish people and the Land of
Israel is in Parshat Lech Lecha, initially and most strikingly in the verse (Gen. 13:15) when God informs
Abraham: D%y TV Y1171 NAINKR 77 X NAR WK YIRD 72 NN '3 -“the entire land that you see is given to you
and your offspring—forever.” But there is another reference, equally important, that refers specifically to
the dispossession of the Jews. This reference clearly acknowledges that the land will remain Jewish
even during the period of dispossession and that the Jews will return to their land in due course.

A little later on in Parshat Lech Lecha, God enters into a covenant with Abraham — promising him
children, and that his descendants would inherit the land. But Abraham seems unsure, and he seeks an
assurance from God that these promises would indeed happen. “How do | know that | will take
possession of [the land],” he inquires. The commentaries are all shocked by Abraham’s question — but
perhaps more shocking is the seeming lack of any answer. Meanwhile, God appears to ignore the
question, and instead segues into a prophecy about the period of slavery in Egypt.

Not so, says Rabbi Yaakov Moshe Charlap (1882-1951) — devoted student of Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak
Kook (1865-1935), and founding rabbi of the Shaarei Hesed neighborhood in Jerusalem. The verse in
question (Gen. 15:13) has God telling Abraham, “just know that your offspring will be strangers in a
land that is not theirs.” And while it is true that the simplest interpretation of this verse is that God
designated Abraham’s query as a lapse of faith, for which his descendants would need to endure a
period of exile, there is another interpretation that is far more compelling.

According to Rabbi Charlap, this verse directly answers Abraham’s question. Rather than ignoring
Abraham, God was telling him that even when his descendants would have to endure periods of exile,
it would be in a land that was not theirs and would never be theirs — because the only land that was
theirs, now and forever, was the land that God had promised him.

The Jewish exile may last for centuries and millennia, as indeed it did, during which Jews would be a
minority in countries controlled by others, sometimes integrated, and at other times persecuted. But at
the end of it all, those countries would belong to other nations, and the only Jewish country will be the
country from which Jews were dispossessed. That country — Eretz Yisrael — is the country that we have
always called home, and that country — Eretz Yisrael — will remain our home forever. It really is as
simple as that.

Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom and a great week ahead, Rabbi Pini Dunner
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November / December

Hello Winter!
Spring forward, fall back!

Remember to move your clocks back this
Sunday!

Get out the vote - our strong participation can
make a difference!

Tuesday, November 8

Coming soon!
Annual Chanukah toy drive benefiting
Chai Lifeline.

Please help us lift the spirits of a child this
Chanukah by purchasing a gift.

Stay tuned for more details...

Celebrate Shabbat Chanukah with your
YINBH family!
Interested in a family friendly Shabbat
Chanukah dinner?

Contact mkramer@yinbh.org to show your
interest.

Our next YINBH Book Group read!
We will be reading And After the Fire
by Lauren Belfer
Winner of the National Jewish Book Awards
The book is available for purchase on Amazon
Tuesday, January 17th

Private home address will be provided upon
RSVP

Shabbat Shalom,
Cecile & Ruthie
Sisterhood Co-Presidents

YAMI TS

Roni Baram

Gerald Silver ,
Yaacov ben Shmuel David z"] Natalie Teboul
Father of Alana Weiner

David Silver

Yahrtzeit - 11 Cheshvan Rivka Nissel

PAUL FEDER Z”L GEMAR &
SHIUR
|2 1N7X oNaa 1"'vY
70 lwny

Join Rabbi Dunner for his

Gemara shiur on Shabbat

and Yom Tov 45 minutes
before Shacharit.

STEVEN & VIVIAN DORFMAN Sarrah Kam

KEILIM MIKVAH ﬂvigai[fBaram

The Keilim Mikvah is now open for use.

You can buzz-in for access via the
intercom at the entrance to the garage,
during weekday office hours.

It is customary to give tzedakah before
doing to mitzvah of tovelling Keilim. You
can give a donation directly to the keilim

mikvah by visiting yinbh.org/keilim.

L’mﬂly & Judith
Qam'ﬁaﬁ@
Daniel & Madeline

Kramer

Gemye & Jrina
Schaeffer

elnkyou to everyone who contributed towards the new ambuey’élii
/«'J for United Hatzalah in Israel.
7 The state-of-the-art medical ambucycles allow first

responders to reach those needing medical attention in
record time, thereby saving thousands of lives.

* David & Caroline Azouz

* Barbara Bernstein

* Elliott & Robin Broidy

* Shoshana Dai

* Steven & Vivian Dorfman
* Pini & Sabine Dunner

* Eli Dunner

* Joshua Eliahoo

* Donald & Helene Feder

* Adam & Debby Fenner

¢ Richard & Shawney Fine

» Harry Finkel & Shirley Aizenstein
¢ James & Debby Fogelman
¢ Larry & Judith Garshofsky

* Hillel Laks

* William Levin

¢ William & Joan Lopatin

* Stuart & Fran Miller

* Barry Novack & Anna Baum

* Michael & Ariella Novack

* Mark & Marlene Perl

* Weston & Denise Richter

¢ Lief & Johanna Rosenblatt

* David & Leah Ross

¢ Jordan Rubinstein

* Simon & Susy Rubinstein

* Franck Ruimy

¢ Faramarz & Sheilagh Sadeghi
¢ Gregg & Naomi Gittler * Stephen & Jessica Samuel

* Ernie & Regina Goldberger * Moshe & Helen Sassover

¢ Jeffrey Golden & Allyson Kimmel e George & Irina Schaeffer

¢ Jill Goldman * David & Michele Silver

e Evan & Liz Greenspan * Antony & Laurie Spencer

* Edwin & Cecile Gromis * Robert & Karynne Tencer

* Eva Hogan * Maurice Wainer & Rosanne Karmes
¢ Rachel Howard * Michael & Sharon Weiner

¢ Vahid & Shirin Javaherian ¢ Samantha Weiner

¢ Philip & Janice Kaufler ¢ Tammy Weisman

* Hillel & Ruth Kellerman ¢ Jacques & Natalie Wizman

* Jonathan & Faye Kellerman * Barry & Laurelle Wolfe

¢ David & Roberta Kimmel * Noah & Elana Zeligman

e Barry & Paulie Kramer * Robert Zeller & Nadine Gerson



https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/keilim

