Thank you to Dr. Bill & Linda Levin
for sponsoring this week's Tefilla Notebook in memory of
Bill’s mother, Lillian Levin, Leah bat Elchanan a"h, whose
yahrtzeit is on the 27 Cheshvan.

25 Cheshvan ● Parshat Chayei Sarah ● Birkat Hachodesh

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22
4:28pm
CANDLELIGHTING
4:30pm
MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23
8:30am
RABBI’S GEMARA SHIUR
9:15am
SHACHARIT
3:50pm
PRE MINCHA SHIUR
4:25pm
MINCHA
4:45pm
SEUDAH SHLISHIT
5:30pm
MA’ARIV
5:31pm
SHABBAT ENDS

Sun. November 24 8:00am & 4:30pm
Mon. November 25 6:20am & 4:30pm
Tue. November 25 6:30am & 4:30pm
Wed. November 27 6:30am & 4:30pm
Thu. November 28(RC) 8:00am & 4:30pm
Fri. November 29(RC) 8:00am & 4:30pm

Lee Samson
for sponsoring a Kiddush
this week in honor of his
Aufruf and in celebration
of his upcoming
marriage to

Lorna Isen

Mazel Tov!!
Mazel tov to Noah and
Elana Zeligman on the
birth of their baby boy.
Mazel Tov to grandparents
Moshe and Helen Sassover
and Dr. Ed and Diane
Zeligman and honored
great grandparents Ted z"l
and Hedy Orden
and Emil and Lola
Sassover.

Nov 22-23, 2019

Dearest Members and Friends,
Most Hollywood movies are not particularly memorable, even the good ones, and it is rare
for a feature film to make the kind of impact on popular culture that will outlast its run in the
theaters and the next round of award ceremonies. But one movie that has made a lasting
impression, and continues to be considered one of the most iconic films of the last twenty
years – and in the opinion of one quirky critic, the “best movie ever” – is the 2006 comedydrama, The Devil Wears Prada, starring Meryl Streep and Anne Hathaway, which, according to reports this
week, is about to be turned into a musical.
In the movie version, Hathaway plays Andy Sachs, an aspiring young journalist who sidesteps her contempt
for the fashion industry to get a job as assistant to Miranda Priestly, editor-in-chief of a major fashion
magazine, played by Streep. The film focuses on the gulf that separates these two women, and particularly
their very different attitudes towards the world of fashion. The most memorable moment follows Sach’s
involuntary disparaging chuckle as Priestly struggles to choose between two seemingly identical belts for a
photoshoot – because they are “so different”. In the short exchange that follows it becomes clear that Sachs
cannot see the point in trying to detect the apparently meaningless differences between items of clothing
or accessories, and why these things matter so much to those immersed in fashion.
Priestly gazes at Sachs contemptuously, noting her bright blue sweater. “OK, I see,” she says, “you think this
has nothing to do with you. You go to your closet and you select that lumpy, loose sweater, for instance,
because you’re trying to tell the world that you take yourself too seriously to care about what you put on
your back. But what you don’t know is that that sweater is not just blue. It’s not turquoise. It’s not lapis. It’s
actually cerulean.”
“And you’re also blithely unaware of the fact that in 2002, Oscar de la Renta did a collection of cerulean
gowns, and then I think it was Yves Saint Laurent who showed cerulean military jackets, and then cerulean
quickly shot up in the collections of eight different designers. And then it filtered down through
department stores, and then trickled on down into some tragic Casual Corner where you no doubt fished it
out of some clearance bin. However, that blue represents millions of dollars and countless jobs, and it’s sort
of comical how you think you made a choice that exempts you from the fashion industry when, in fact,
you're wearing a sweater that was selected for you by the people in this room from a pile of stuff.”
The idea behind this startling put-down – which has incidentally been hotly disputed by fashion industry
insiders – is that there is a trickle-down effect in the clothing world that ordinary non-fashion obsessed
individuals are utterly unaware of, but their ignorance does not change the fact that what appears on
fashion runways, however ridiculous these displays may appear to the uninitiated, influences what ordinary
people wear down the line. Ultimately, we are all affected by things that go on far away from us, in arenas
that are seemingly totally disconnected from our day-to-day lives.
Priestly’s monologue came to mind as I delved into a fascinating Kedushat Levi explanation of the Torah’s
cryptic introduction to Rebecca in Chayei Sarah. When we first encounter Rebecca, she is presented to us as
follows (Gen. 24:15): אֲחי אַ ְב ָרהָ ם
ִ אֲשר י ֻלְ דָ ה לִ ְבּתוּאֵ ל בֶּ ן ִמלְ כָּה אֵ ֶשת נָחֹור
ֶ  ו ְִהנֵה ִר ְבקָ ה יֹ צֵ את- “And behold Rebecca
emerged, who was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother.” Rather than telling
us that Rebecca was Bethuel’s daughter, the Torah describes her as having been “born to Bethuel”,
deliberately detaching her from her biological father, while the remainder of the verse expressly connects
her to Abraham.
For the Kedushat Levi the explanation is simple. Everything boils down to cause and effect, even when we
don’t relate an effect to the cause. Rebecca was chosen by Eliezer to marry Isaac based on her superlative
kindness towards him, an unknown stranger in need of assistance. But where did Rebecca’s kindness come
from? Her father was so nondescript that he barely registers in the narrative at all, while her brother Laban
was evidently an unpleasant and unscrupulous villain. Rebecca certainly did not learn how to be kind from
them.
But just as when fishing out a cerulean sweater from some clearance bin, we are unaware of the remote
fashion industry world that resulted in that particular sweater being in that bin, the same is true in the
spiritual realm. When someone does a mitzvah, it has trickle-down energy that affects people and places
well beyond that person’s immediate surroundings. The mitzvah brings a spiritual vibe into the world-atlarge, and the knock-on effect results in numerous mitzvot by others, even people who have nothing to do
with the person who did the mitzvah.
Moreover, if the source of the mitzvah is the equivalent of a top-rated fashion designer, namely an exemplar
of that particular mitzvah, the effect of his mitzvah is magnified exponentially. For example, as a result of
one extraordinary person’s life-changing charity and generosity in New York, someone else will help a
friend with carpool or collect their dry-cleaning in Los Angeles, and another person will volunteer to visit
the sick in hospital in Jerusalem. The world will have become a different place, with “chessed” energy
abundant and dynamic.
The Midrash says that as a result of Abraham’s extraordinary kindness, human kindness changed forever.
Which means that although Rebecca may have been Bethuel’s biological daughter, her amazing kindness
marked her out as Abraham’s spiritual heir, and therefore as a perfect wife for Isaac. This crucial detail of
who Rebecca was is underscored by the Torah’s introduction of her as having been born to Bethuel, but
actually being more closely related to Abraham whose kindness emanated through her in everything that
she did.
Wishing you Shabbat Shalom, and a great week ahead, Rabbi Pini Dunner

Shiur
for Ladies
Paul
Feder z’’l Gemara

Sisterhood Corner
Goodbye November
December

לע''נ פנחס אליהו בן שמשון הלוי
Join Rabbi Dunner for his Gemara
shiur on Shabbat mornings 45
minutes before Shacharit.

It’s right around the corner
Our Annual Chanukah Toy Drive
Let’s Go LEGO
We’re doing a Lego theme this year.
Donated to Chai Lifeline Children
All Ages
The deadline is December 16

Lillian Levin
Leah bat Elchanan a”h
Mother of
Bill Levin
Yahrtzeit— 27 Cheshvan

Join Rabbi Dunner each Wednesday
morning at 9am for the weekly
ladies Parsha Shiur as he explores
the weekly Torah portion through
the eyes of the classic commentators.
The class will meet next on
Wednesday, November 27th 2019 at
9:00am

*details in flyer
Shabbat Shalom
Cecile & Ruthie
Sisterhood Co-Presidents
YOUTH GROUP SHABBOS SCHEDULE
10:00 Free play, games & books.
10:40 Snack time, Parsha story &
questions
11:10

Into shul to kiss the Torah
Circle time - davening, singing,
Shabbat songs & games. (Ping pong,
foosball, basketball)

11:30

Kids service ends

EXPLORING HALACHA
Join Nati Baram every
Shabbat afternoon 35
minutes before mincha as he
explores an interesting topic
of Jewish law with the aid
of ancient and
contemporary texts.
ISRAEL HEADLINES
Each week, YINBH Beverly Hills
Synagogue produces a weekly
bulletin titled "Israel Headlines.”
You can find them on the tables in
shul every Shabbat. The idea behind
this is to make us aware of current
events in Israel. Sponsorship for
Israel Headlines is available for $100
per issue. If you are interested in
sponsoring a weekly bulletin please
email israelheadlines@gmail.com

Making Deliveries to the Ashkanazi & Sephardi Synagogues in
Havana

Community members at lunch in the
Sephardi Synagogue

Community members at the
social hall in
the Orthodox synagogue

Thank you to all YINBH members, doctors, and friends who contributed financially and/or
materially to our humanitarian mission to the Jewish community in Cuba – and to Gina
Raphael and Jeff Gross for procuring many of the pharmaceutical and healthcare items.
Over 100 lbs. of desperately needed medications and products were delivered and graciously
received by two of the synagogues in Havana. Tizku L'mitzvot!
Joanne and Tuvia Ganz

SAVE THE DATEs
Dec 7th - Speaker Omar Qudrat and
Kiddush Luncheon sponsored by
Elliott & Robin Broidy in memory of
Elliott’s parents
Dorothy and Sherman Broidy.
Dec 8th - Speaker Herzl Makov, CEO of
Begin Heritage Center in Jerusalem,
discussing the upcoming film about life and
times of Menachem Begin, the creation of
the State of Israel, and the dedication of a true
leader.
Dec 12-14 - OU Torah Weekend with special
guest speaker Moshe Bane, President of the
Orthodox Union
Dec 27th - Friday Night Family Chanukah
Dinner. Latkes, Sufganiot, Dreidel, Menorah
Lighting, Chanukah Songs, Kid-Friendly
Dinner and Puppet Show for Children
$48 for adults, $26 for children

Michael Zaghi

Shoshana Dunner
Bart Tanenbaum
Susan Cohen
Faramarz Sadeghi
Ethan Louie
Steven Feder
Mia Gross

