
 

Dearest Members and Friends, 

I was 11 years old when the movie blockbuster Raiders of the Lost Ark was released in 
theaters. My parents debated whether I could join a group of my friends to see the movie; 
they thought that maybe the search for the biblical ark-of-the-covenant theme was 
inappropriate for a frum kid studying in a yeshiva elementary school, trivializing a very 
serious and holy object.  

In the end they relented, and I went to see the movie with my friends. We were absolutely mesmerized, 
not just by the action sequences, but by the fact that film producers in Hollywood were interested in 
something our Jewish faith considered so sacred. The idea that a storyline featuring modern-day gentiles 
risking their lives to get their hands on the “Aron HaBerit”, the centerpiece of the Holy of Holies as 
described in our Torah, was truly exhilarating. I remember we walked out of the cinema with an extra 
bounce in our step, a bounce no doubt boosted by the climax sequence during which the Nazi villains 
were incinerated. After all, most of us were children or grandchildren of Holocaust survivors, and seeing 
evil Nazis suffer was quite a change from the whispered narrative we were rather more familiar with. And, 
of course, we were delighted that the Holy Ark had not fallen into the hands of the Nazis! 

I remember that there was one scene in the movie that had everyone in the cinema laughing. At a certain 
point in the film, Marion Ravenwood, an associate of the movie’s hero, Indiana Jones, is kidnapped in 
Cairo by a gang of thugs hired by the Nazis to stop Jones and his group from hindering their attempts to 
locate the Ark. The leader of the gang is an Arab swordsman, a well-known and feared bandit in the city’s 
underworld. As Jones frantically searches for Ravenwood in Cairo’s bustling streets, the crowd suddenly 
parts and the Arab swordsman is standing there facing him, just a few paces away, grinning evilly, with an 
oversized scimitar in his hands.  

As the crowd goes quiet, and Jones stands seemingly helpless in the face of his imminent death, the 
swordsman flamboyantly shows off his skills with the fearsome weapon, presumably to intimidate Jones 
before finishing him off. Completely unfazed, Jones takes out his revolver and shoots him dead. The street 
crowd cheers, and Jones heads off to continue his search for Ravenwood.  

Theater audiences across the world loved this scene, and it is considered one of the most memorable 
moments in the movie, recently reemerging as a popular gif. But as it turns out the entire sequence was 
an accident. Jones was actually meant to have a spectacular fight with the swordsman, using his bullwhip 
to get the better of him, but the actor, Harrison Ford, was suffering from dysentery, which meant that he 
“found it inconvenient to be out of my trailer for more than 10 minutes at a time.” Production could not 
possibly delay the shoot until he recovered, as they had to leave for the next filming location in just a 
couple of days, so the director decided to change the scene and shorten the filming time to accommodate 
Ford’s unfortunate situation. 

But nothing happens for nothing. The scene is powerful – as well as funny – because it points to the 
classic miscalculation made by those who are used to supremacy, and who never imagine that their 
dominance will be challenged, or that their power will be diminished. Think of the doomed cavalry 
charges of the First World War, mounted soldiers galloping towards certain death as machine guns ripped 
them and their horses to pieces. Cavalry divisions had been the ultimate symbol of military power for 
centuries, but by the 1920s frontline cavalry had more-or-less completely disappeared from the military 
lineup of world powers. And those who were slow to do away with their cavalry were vulnerable, and 
suffered the consequences in future military confrontations. 

Doing things in exactly the same way they were always done is not a holy goal; if anything, it is an unholy 
trap that can be both self-deluding and destructive. To be clear, this powerful but important idea is not 
only drawn from an amusing moment in a popular movie. There is a much more powerful source at the 
heart of one of the most puzzling episodes in Noach. The Sefat Emet (Likkutim) offers a startling 
explanation as to why Noah became inebriated after emerging from the Ark after the Great Flood. Surely 
he knew his drinking limits, and, if he was a righteous man, would have taken care not to drink too much 
so that he become embarrassingly drunk. The Sefat Emet therefore suggests that Noah’s drunkenness was 
due to biological changes he had experienced as a result of the new post-flood conditions. This 
physiological transformation meant his alcohol tolerance was lower, and a small amount of wine which 
would previously not have affected him now caused his intoxication.   

The current Tolna Rebbe of Jerusalem, Rabbi Yitzchak Menachem Weinberg, is highly regarded as an 
expert in finding common ground between modern methods of education and ensuring the continuity of 
Jewish traditional values for the emerging generation. He adds that the Sefat Emet’s explanation has far 
broader implications, bringing to our attention an urgent need to be aware of differences between 
different eras. The methods that were effective in a previous generation can end up “intoxicating” the 
next. Forcing our children to be educated in the style of previous generations, just like Noah’s wine, can 
end up doing more harm than good.   

The blind assumption that what was done in the past was good then, so must be good now, poses a 
great danger, particularly if we want to maintain the values and traditions of that past. Adapting to the 
realities of the present has to be a constant consideration, even as we struggle to retain the identity of 
previous generations. Nobody wants to be the Arab swordsman, displaying stunning swordsmanship, 
only to die with a bullet in the chest. 

Wishing you Shabbat Shalom, and a great week ahead, Rabbi Pini Dunner 

4 Cheshvan ● Parshat Noach  Nov 1-2, 2019 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1 
5:42pm          CANDLELIGHTING 
5:45pm          MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT 
 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2  
8:30am          RABBI’S GEMARA SHIUR 
9:15am          SHACHARIT  
5:00pm          PRE MINCHA SHIUR 
5:35pm          MINCHA 
5:55pm          SEUDAH SHLISHIT 
6:40pm          MA’ARIV  
6:45pm          SHABBAT ENDS 

 

Sun. November 3       8:00am & 4:40pm 

Mon. November 4      6:20am & 4:40pm 

Tue. November 5       6:10am & 4:40pm 

Wed. November 6       6:10am & 4:40pm 

Thu. November 7       6:20am & 4:40pm 

Fri. November 8         6:30am & 4:40pm 

Don’t forget to 

change your clocks 

back one hour on 

Saturday Night 

Mazel Tov  
Adam Kaufler on the 

anniversary of his Bar 

Mitzvah. To mark the 

occasion Adam will lein this 

Shabbos. 

 

SAVE THE DATEs 

 

Nov 16th - Teen Minyan led by 

Chazzan Nati Baram. 

Dec 7th - Speaker Omar 

Qudrat and Kiddush Luncheon 

sponsored by  

Elliott & Robin Broidy 

Dec 8th - Speaker Herzl 

Makov, CEO of Begin Heritage 

Center in Jerusalem, 

discussing the upcoming film 

about life and times of 

Menachem Begin, the creation 

of the State of Israel, and the 

dedication of a true leader. 

Dec 12-14 - OU Torah 

Weekend with speaker  

Moshe Bane 

Dec 27th - Friday Night 

Family Chanukah Dinner 



 

 
Rabbi Yehuda & Simi Feigen 

Albert & Shani Elhiani 
Larry & Judith Garshofsky 

Edward & Elissa Czuker 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

Many thanks to our last-

minute substitute Nati Baram 

for providing an interesting 

and enjoyable Shiur. We wish 

Rabbi Dunner a speedy 

recovery.  
 

The Shiur & Schmooze was a 

success and the wraps were 

delicious! 
 

Join us for next month’s  Rosh 

Chodesh Kislev + Yummy 

Bites 

Stay tuned for details. 
 

November 20th  

YAD Leah Clothing Drive 
 

We’re going to the 

Hollywood Bowl  

Concert and Firework 

Spectacular  

save the date! 

Thursday, July 2, 2020 

More details provided as we 

get closer to the date.  
 

Shabbat Shalom 

Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents 

Sisterhood Corner 

If you would like 

to join the 

Mincha/Maariv 

WhatsApp Group, please 

send a message to the 

Rabbi on Whatsapp at  

310-499-3407 

Alana Weiner 

Dennis Gindi 

Jessica Lovi 

Natalie Teboul 

Roni Baram 

Sarah Czuker 

Simi Feigen 

Steven Dorfman 

Vahid Javaherian 

Vivian Dorfman 

EXPLORING HALACHA 
Join Nati Baram every 

Shabbat afternoon 35 minutes 
before mincha as he explores 

an interesting topic of Jewish 
law with the aid of ancient  

and contemporary texts.  

Shiur for Ladies 

 לע''נ פנחס אליהו בן  שמשון הלוי

Join Rabbi Dunner for his Gemara 

shiur on Shabbat mornings 45 

minutes before Shacharit. 

Paul Feder z’’l  Gemara 

 

Join Rabbi Dunner each 
Wednesday morning at 9am for 

the weekly ladies Parsha Shiur as 
he explores the weekly Torah 

portion through the eyes of the 
classic commentators.  

The class will meet next on  
Wednesday, November 6th 2019 

at 9:00am  
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Scott Kenneth Richter 
Shaya Kisil z”l 

Father of  
Scott Richter 

Yahrtzeit— 5 Cheshvan 

John Ghatan 
Yaakov ben Yahya z"l 

Father  of  
Sheilagh Sadeghi 

Yahrtzeit— 10 Cheshvan 

If you have observed a 
yahrtzeit, or had a Birthday 
or Anniversary that was not 
listed in the Tefilla Notebook, 
please let us know so we can 

update our records.  
Email office@yinbh.org 

Jerry Rothman 
Yosef ben Nechemya z"l 

Father of 
Stephen Rothman 

Yahrtzeit— 7 Cheshvan 



 

ISRAEL HEADLINES 

Each week, YINBH Beverly Hills Synagogue 
produces a weekly bulletin titled "Israel Headlines.”  

You can find them on the tables in shul every 
Shabbat. The idea behind this is to make us  aware 

of current events in Israel. Sponsorship for Israel 
Headlines is available for $100 per issue. If you are 
interested in sponsoring a weekly bulletin please 

email israelheadlines@gmail.com 
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