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SHABBAT SCHEDULE
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19

CANDLELIGHTING 4:29pm
MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABABT 4:30pm
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20
GEMARA SHIUR 8:30AM

SHACHARIT 9:156AM

MINCHA 4:40PM

MAARIV: 5:30PM

SHABBAT ENDS: 5:32PM

WEEKDAY DAVENING TIMES

Shacharit Mincha/Maariv

Sunday & Thurs* 8:00am 4:30pm
Thursday is Thanksgiving

Mon-Wed 7:00am 4:30pm
Friday 8:00am 4:25pm

Welcome to
Nitsana Darshan-Leiter

Nitsana
Darshan-Leiter
is a Pro-lsrael

activist and

human rights attorney. As

the president of Shurat
HaDin — Israel Law Center,
she has represented

hundreds of terror victims in
lawsuits worldwide. She will

be speaking after services.

FThank You

The Hachnasas Kallah LA
charidy campaign raised over
$390,000. The YINBH team
contributed over $10,000.
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of Greater Los Angeles
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Dear Members & Friends,

How many times a day do you use the word “OK"? Admit it, you use OK far more
often than you realize — and in so many different contexts. You might use OK as
an exclamation of satisfaction — “Hey, I found it! OK!” Or it could be an expression
of indifference — “How was the food in that restaurant?” “Oh, it was... OK.” Or you
might use OK to get people’s attention as you start talking — “OK, let me begin.”
Most often, OK is used as a simple affirmation — “OK.” And the list goes on.

But considering that the word OK is so ubiquitous, one might think it's origins date back to the
genesis of the English language. Oddly enough, this is not the case at all. According to
acclaimed language expert Arika Okrent — who wrote a definitive article on the subject in
2015, and whose last name (coincidentally?) begins with OK — “there may be more stories
about the origin of ‘OK’ than there are uses for it.”

Some believe that the word originated out of the Haitian seaport “Aux Cayes,” others that it
began its journey into the English langua%e with a popular Puerto Rican rum called “Aux
Quais.” There are also those who believe OK has acronymic roots; they speculate the source to
be the Latin expression omnes korrecta. And there are countless other theories.

The truth, as revealed by the forensic linguist, Allan Metcalf, author of OK: The /Improbable
Story of America’s Greatest Word, is that OK was the unlikely result of an obscure 1839 article
in the Boston Morning Post, an attempt by the editor to poke fun at a satirical organization
called the “Anti-Bell Ringing Society.”

The article in question used the word OK as a playful abbreviation for “all correct” — and then,
as luck would have it, during the presidential election of 1840 the newly-invented word
me:jged with a popular acronym for losing candidate Martin van Buren’s nickname, “Old
Kinderhook.” Some of van Buren supporters had formed the “OK Club”, which became the butt
of countless offensive references — and the rest, as they say, is history.

More recently, the word OK has come to mean “just fine,” used to reassure those who are close
to us, and even ourselves, when we say: “It’s all quing to be OK!” Truthfully, we might say this
even when we're not sure it’s all going to be OK. But just saying it can be comforting. And far
more often than not, our anxieties about whatever the “it” may be, and our concerns about
V\]ihether the “it” will turn out to be OK, are entirely misplaced, and things end up being OK
after all.

And what about if God Himself promised us that everything will be OK? How would we feel?
Even if the situation seemed dire, and the world was collapsing around us, I'm sure we’d feel
pretty confident. So why, at the beginning of Parshat Vayishlach, was Jacob so fearful of his
imminent encounter with Esav? God had explicitlyfpromlsed him that everything was going to
be OK! And even though Jacob considered himself unworthy of God'’s protection, God ha
given him the OK reassurance as an unequivocal promise, a fact Jacob referenced in his prayer
(Gen. 32:13): 0! 2iN2 qUIT NN 'MARYI 7RV 20N 20D INK NARIL -"You said, ‘| will surely be good to
you and make your offspring as [numerous as] the sands of the sea.” Was Jacob trying to guilt
God into protecting him and his family? Why bother? The promise was rock solid.

My own take is that this is one of the most profound lessons in prayer ever delivered. Because
honestly — who is truly worthy of God's blanket protection? And yet God promises to protect
us, particularly if we pray to Him. When we reach out to God for His help, we need to know
that anything we receive from God doesn’t come because we are entitled to it. And even
when our prayers are not answered in the way we had hoped, whether we understand it or
not, God’s broader view is for our good, and for the good. “It’s all going to be OK!”

But although this lesson in prayer dynamics is powerful enough, embedded in Jacob’s
supplication is another potent message we can incorporate into our prayers. Many of the
commentaries are ﬁuzzled by the repetitive expression Aertiv eitivin Jacob’s prayer — translated
as “surely good.” The phrase could quite easily be reduced to one word — “good” — without
affecting the sentiment of the sentence as a whole. So why is it doubled up?

Rabbi Shlomo HaKohen Rabinowicz of Radomsk (1801-1866), in his classic Hasidic work 7iferet
Shlomo, offers an evocative intergretation. Even when God promises that everything will be
OK, the promise might well be offset by our lack of personal merit — a factor which we must
always take into consideration. But if we are connected to others around us, and our personal
success is also a source of sustenance to others, it is a double good - it's good for you, and it’s
good for them too. And after all, why should a lack of merit on our part affect others who rely
on us?

Jacob was acutely aware of how his own lack of merit might negatively affect his personal fate,
so he reminded God that His original OK promise had not just been about Jacob, it had also
been about all of those who depended on him — including his unborn descendants. Jacob’s
messa%e about prayer is clear: our prayers must always be for more than just “me” — so that
God's bountiful blessings can be funneled through each individual to serve as a conduit for
others. And then, without any doubt, we can confidently declare: “It’s all going to be OK!”

Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom and a great week ahead,
Rabbi Pini Dunner




" Gttt Gormer

November

TWO WEEKS REMAINING!
Thank you to those who have
already donated to our
Annual Toy Drive benefiting
Chai Lifeline.

If you have not yet done so, please
help us lift the spirits of
a child this Chanukah
by purchasing a gift from Chai’s
Amazon Wish list!

Visit Beverlyhillssynagogue.org/
toydrive to see the full wish lists!

Save the Date!

Chanukah Shabbat Family
Luncheon

will be held on Shabbat Chanukah
December 4™, 2021!

Please RSVP to
beverlyhillssynagogue.org/
Chanukah

Keep Calm and Read On!

Our next YINBH Sisterhood Book
Group meeting will take place on

Tuesday, January 11™ at 7:30pm
We will be reading
The Bridal Chair
by Gloria Goldreich
Location Provided upon RSVP

Shabbat Shalom,
Cecile & Ruthie
Sisterhood Co-Presidents
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Anne Gendis
Chana Braina bat Yosef a’h

Mother of il Guess the
Steven Dorfman . e
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Email a photo of your family's

menorah by Thursday, December

2nd if you would like to be included
in the YINBH Menorah Guessing

“(‘x };\ I "g‘ }f \Q'\, ; k :€ ' ‘ﬁ) é« )" “ game that will be in the Shabbat
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Chanukah Tefilla Notebook.
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have any people in them.
Amanda Fogelman

Email mkramer@yinnbh.org

Sarah-Leah Thompson
Keanu Javaherian
Brian Lovi
Tyler Fialkov
Susan Cohen
Shoshana Giahn
Bart Tanenbaum
Faramarz Sadeghi

Elissa Slomnicki

You can find the amazon wishlists at
beverlyhillssynagogue.org/toydrive

2021 ANNUAL CHANUKAH TOY DRIVE!
BENEFITING CHAI LIFELINE |

Participate by purchasing a gift from Chai's
Amazon wishlist!
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https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/toydrive
https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/toydrive
https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/chanukah
https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/chanukah
https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/event/chanukah-toy-drive-.html

JOIN US!

Stand\\VithUs
FESTIVAL oy‘LIGHTSﬁ
INTERNATIONAL GALA

HINENI: A NIGHT TO HONOR HEROES
STANDING TOGETHER AGAINST ANTISEMITISM

IN PERSON IN LOS ANGELES AND ALSO
STREAMING LIVE VIRTUALLY AROUND THE GLOBE!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2021
IN-PERSON RECEPTION 5 PM + PROGRAM STREAMED VIRTUALLY:
7 PM PACIFIC * 8 PM MOUNTAIN * 9 PM CENTRAL * 10 PM EASTERN

HONORING
y &\
| ‘a.’

GOILAN VACH REBECCA ETHAN

KECNOTE AR EMCEs IDF COLONEL KATZMAN GEIFMAN
—AIDED FLORIDA DIRECTOR. STANDWITHUS

GIL TROY ELON GOLD
STANDWITHUS CANADA KENNETH
PROFESSOR. AUTHOR, COMEDIAN CONDO RESCUR CAMPUS DEPT.

ZIONIST THINKER OPERATION

J &\

RAMARKS RAMARKS RAMARKS REMARKS
GILAD ERDAN REP. RITCHIE EMMANUELLE MAYOR GABRIEL
AMBASSADOR OF ISRAEL TORRES CHRIQUI GROISMAN
RO HRDANDURELLN. | New YoRE'S ACTRESS MAYOR OF
I15TH DISTRICT BAL HARBOUR, FL

LEVENTHAL HIGH
SCHOOL INTERN

SPECIAL MUSICAL PERFORMANCES BY
THE SPIRIT OF DAVID CHOIR

FROM THE CITY OF REFUGE CHURCH

SPONSORED BY
ELLIE & BRUCE LEDERMAN
L4 l DEBBIE & NATY SAIDOFF
Se For more information
‘ and to register:
standwithus.com/fol

#JOIN US

FOR THE INAUGURATION OF

1@ 1 200 pava pXmn

The BIBLICAL MUSEUM of NATURAL HISTORY
THE SAMSON FAMILY CENTER

HONORING THE LEADERSHIP OF

LEE SAMSON IN ESTABLISHING ONE
OF THE ONLY TORAH-BASED
MUSEUMS IN THE WORLD.

ISRAEL EVENT

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2021
HAR TUV, ISRAEL

VIRTUAL EVENT
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2021
LINK TO BE EMAILED

inauguration.biblicalnaturalhistory.org
LEE SAMSON For more information or to make a dedication, visit
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD us online or contact Tobey at:

advancement@biblicalnaturathistory.org

TREASURES
FROMTHE
RABEI'S
LIBRARY

FINAL
EPISODE
MONDAY
DECEMBER
6TH
5:30pm PST

J BEVERLY HILLS SYNAGOGUE

YOUNG ISRAEL OF NORTH BEVERLY HILLS

Tuesday,

BJanuary 11th

7:30pm

YINBH SISTERHOOD
BOOK GROUP

Books can be purchased on Amazon

Location providéd upon RSVP
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CHANUKAH
SHABBAT
. FAMILY LUNCH

LATKES « DONUTS « GAMES
SONGS * DREIDEL * PRIZES

JOIN THE YINBH COMMUNITY FOR
A FUN AND FESTIVE CHANUKAH
THEMED SHABBAT LUNCH!
FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

SHABBAT CHANUKAH
DECEMBER 4, 2021
FOLLOWING MORNING
SERVICES

SHABBAT SERVICES AT 9:15AM
MUSICAL HALLEL
FOLLOWED BY LUNCHEON AT
>\< APPROXIMATLEY 12NOON

For YINBH Members

Sponsors:
and guests of sponsors Gina Raphael & Jeff Gross
Free for YINBH members Amy & Mark Kestenbaum
Non-Member Adults $50 Galina & Joe Samuel

Non-Member Children $25 Sheilagh & Faramarz Sadeghi

RSVP is required at: . :
beverlyhillssynagogue.org/chanukah SESIESND begins aERSc0




