Thank you to Nadine Gerson & Bob Zeller
for sponsoring this week's Tefilla Notebook in memory of
Nadine’s father, Yehuda Leib ben Abraham z"l, whose
yahrtzeit is on the 22 Cheshvan.

18 Cheshvan ● Parshat Vayera

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15
4:31pm
CANDLELIGHTING
4:35pm
MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16
8:30am
RABBI’S GEMARA SHIUR
9:15am
SHACHARIT
3:50pm
PRE MINCHA SHIUR
4:25pm
MINCHA
4:45pm
SEUDAH SHLISHIT
5:30pm
MA’ARIV
5:34pm
SHABBAT ENDS

Sun. November 17
Mon. November 18
Tue. November 19
Wed. November 20
Thu. November 21
Fri. November 22

8:00am & 4:30pm
6:20am & 4:30pm
6:30am & 4:30pm
6:30am & 4:30pm
6:20am & 4:30pm
6:30am & 4:30pm

We regret to inform you of the passing
of the mother of
Faye Kellerman
Chana Esther Marder a”h.
The Shiva house is open on Sunday,
November 17th, and Monday, November
18th, from 11am-2pm and 6-9pm.
Please contact the office for the address.

Thank you
Rita and Simon Elhiani for
spearheading the Campaign for
Ruach with the donations for
Libations in memory of
Rita’s father,
Josef Lewkowicz, Yosef ben
Chaim z"l

SAVE THE DATEs
Dec 7th - Speaker Omar Qudrat
and Kiddush Luncheon
sponsored by
Elliott & Robin Broidy
Dec 8th - Speaker Herzl Makov,
CEO of Begin Heritage Center in
Jerusalem, discussing the
upcoming film about life and
times of Menachem Begin, the
creation of the State of Israel, and
the dedication of a true leader.
Dec 12-14 - OU Torah Weekend
with speaker
Moshe Bane
Dec 27th - Friday Night Family
Chanukah Dinner

Nov 15-16, 2019

Dearest Members and Friends,
Unsurprisingly, last week’s release of Donald Trump jr.’s debut book, Triggered, immediately
unleashed an avalanche of reaction across the political spectrum, much of it negative. Alex
Nichols in The Outline called Triggered “Fox News you can read on the toilet”, adding “this
book sucks”, while late-night TV-host mockery has been rife. “Basically, for $18, you get to read
his father’s Twitter account,” was Jimmy Kimmel’s verdict. Don jr.’s appearance on The View
alongside a panel of high profile celebrities and pundits was an unmitigated disaster, quickly descending into
an exchange of withering personal attacks.
Some of those who have reviewed Triggered, even as they disparage the content, are prescient enough to
note that the president’s son has the makings of a right-wing political contender of the future. Writing in The
Guardian, Lloyd Green, a middle-of-the-road Republican who worked for the late President George H. W.
Bush, dismisses Don jr.’s book as “one-eyed, loose with the facts and a crude attack on the left,” but
nevertheless acknowledges the obvious fact that the younger Trump “truly connects with the party’s base”,
adding that “come 2024 Don Jr. could well be on the ticket.”
Meanwhile, Triggered immediately hit #1 on The New York Times bestseller list, and the book is rated #3 on
Amazon. It would appear that Don jr.’s lengthy presentation of “all the tricks that the left uses to smear
conservatives and push them out of the public square” is of great interest to a very significant group – a group
that clearly does not view Triggered as “one-eyed”, “loose with the facts,” nor “crude.”
Which makes it all the more surprising that Don jr.’s visit to UCLA this past Sunday night ended up with him
being booed of the stage – ironically not by liberal opponents of the Trump presidency who are the
bogeymen focus of Triggered, but rather by far-right activists annoyed at the refusal of event organizers to
allow a Q&A. Turning Point USA, the nonprofit which arranged Don jr.’s visit to UCLA, subsequently issued a
statement to explain their reluctance to allow audience involvement – “we were made aware of a preplanned
effort to disrupt the event.”
Although their statement failed to mention that the main instigator behind the planned disturbance was a
right-wing agitator by the name of Nick Fuentes, a 22-year-old YouTuber neo-fascist conservative who openly
supported the 2017 racist “Unite The Right” rally in Charlottesville, and has regularly criticized US support for
Israel. He and his many thousands of acolytes, alongside other similar groups, are working feverishly to
dominate the Trump-era Republican movement, and their ugly agenda has escalated to the extent that they
are ready and willing to humiliate the president’s son just to score political points. Sometimes referred to as altright, or “America Firsters”, the views of these fringe extremists, whose racism and antisemitism is endemic
and unreconstructed, are insidiously seeping into the mainstream, changing the political landscape in ways
that cannot be minimized or ignored.
Not that things are different on the left. In September, Trenton NJ City Council president Kathy McBride used
an anti-Semitic slur while referring to negotiations between Jewish city attorney Peter Cohen and a local
woman, saying he was “able to wait her out and Jew her down.” And we are all familiar with Rep. Ilhan
Omar’s infamous tweet “it’s all about the Benjamins, baby,” using a classic antisemitic trope to articulate her
view that the predominantly Jewish pro-Israel lobbying organization AIPAC pays politicians to support Israel.
Most shockingly, many liberal-leaning Jews rushed to Omar’s support, claiming “it’s not inherently anti-Semitic
to criticize Israeli government policies or AIPAC” – thereby demonstrating that they had either missed the
point entirely, or preferred to remain blind to the increasing number of voices in their camp that are
worryingly comfortable with tropes and prejudices that we had all thought were dead and buried in
mainstream politics. On the right, too, many are reluctant to call out the ever-increasing extremist belligerence
that is steadily becoming mainstream.
One of the most disturbing stories in Genesis is the story of the two visitors who come to rescue Abraham’s
nephew Lot and his family from the destruction of Sodom. After Lot insists on inviting them to be guests in his
home, a mob gathers outside demanding that Lot deliver the two visitors to them “so that we may be intimate
with them” (Gen. 19:5). All the commentaries agree that the mob’s intent was to rape the visitors, but Ramban
explains that the motive was humiliation not sexual, underpinned by a hatred of outsiders and those different
to them, who they imagined planned to undermine their established identity by stealing what was theirs and
contaminating their perfect existence.
Shockingly Lot offers his own daughters in exchange for the two visitors, and although his proposal is
rejected by the mob, and then the mob is neutralized by blindness, the question remains – how could Lot,
brought up in the home of Abraham, the Torah’s paragon of kindness and humanity, even think to offer his
daughters to a violent mob intent on grievous sexual assault?
Clearly Lot is not an evil man – on the contrary, he welcomes the visitors to his home as treasured guests. But
he has fallen into the trap of those who try to reconcile the irreconcilable. He had mistakenly believed he
could withstand the temptations of Sodom, but over time he allowed himself to fall prey to its ways, even as
he imagined he had remained true to his roots. But you cannot live in Sodom and remain unchanged.
Although Lot is a wonderful host, he is nonetheless willing to do something heinous and unthinkable to be
that perfect host – sacrifice his own daughters. Is this Abraham’s way? Or is it the way of Sodom? Lot was
trying to be both, but evidently his proximity to Sodom had eclipsed any trace of Abraham, even though he
was oblivious to this devastating truth.
Those among us who profess to represent the mainstream political and ideological values that have
underpinned our democratic republic for so long need to take a long hard look at the sinister rise of fringe
extremism, and the effect it is having on the mainstream. The road from Abraham to Sodom is much shorter
than we think.
Wishing you Shabbat Shalom, and a great week ahead, Rabbi Pini Dunner

Shiur
for Ladies
Paul
Feder z’’l Gemara

Sisterhood Corner
November

לע''נ פנחס אליהו בן שמשון הלוי
Join Rabbi Dunner for his Gemara
shiur on Shabbat mornings 45
minutes before Shacharit.

Gina Raphael & Jeff Gross
Elliott & Robin Broidy

Yad Leah Clothing Drive
It’s that time of year, clean out
your closets and donate your
gently used clothing to Yad Leah
Find out more about them at
www.yadleah.org

It’s a great opportunity to help
needy families in Israel
& Join us in this awesome mitzvah!
Location: Drop off to YINBH
Date: November 20th
Time: 9:30am-5:30pm

December
It’s right around the corner
Our Annual Chanukah Toy Drive
Donated to Chai Lifeline Children
Flyer and more details coming
soon!

Jenny Herskovitz
Chaya Bat Chaim a"h
Mother of
Jonas Herskovitz
Yahrtzeit— 19 Cheshvan
Miriam Dunner

Miriam Chana Tikva bat Uri Yehuda
HaCohen a"h

Mother of
Rabbi Pini Dunner
Yahrtzeit— 21 Cheshvan

Leon Gerson
Yehudah Leib ben Abraham z"l
Father of
Nadine Gerson
Yahrtzeit— 22 Cheshvan
Oscar Tanenbaum
Isser ben Dov Ber z"l
Father of
Bart Tanenbaum
Yahrtzeit— 23 Cheshvan

Shabbat Shalom
Cecile & Ruthie
Sisterhood Co-Presidents

EXPLORING HALACHA
Join Nati Baram every
Shabbat afternoon 35
minutes before mincha as he
explores an interesting topic
of Jewish law with the aid
of ancient and
contemporary texts.

Join Rabbi Dunner each Wednesday
morning at 9am for the weekly
ladies Parsha Shiur as he explores
the weekly Torah portion through
the eyes of the classic commentators.
The class will meet next on
Wednesday, November 20th 2019 at
9:00am

Margaret Bayer

Joseph Schlesinger
Jason Levin
Rita Glastein
Daniel Aronowitz
Elana Czuker
Shawney Fine
Kaitlin Elle Smith

NEW MEMBER

Alicia Rosenberg

Joseph Schnitzer
Keanu Javaherian
Sarah-Leah Thompson

ISRAEL HEADLINES
If you have observed a
Each week, YINBH Beverly Hills
yahrtzeit, or had a Birthday
Synagogue produces a weekly
bulletin
titled "Israel Headlines.” You
or Anniversary that was not
can find them on the tables in shul
listed in the Tefilla
every Shabbat. The idea behind this is
Notebook, please let us know to make us aware of current events
in Israel. Sponsorship for Israel
so we can update our
Headlines is available for $100 per
issue. If you are interested in
records.
sponsoring a weekly bulletin please
Email office@yinbh.org
email israelheadlines@gmail.com

