
 

Dearest Members and Friends, 

What is Shmini Atzeret really about? Why do we need an extra day of yomtov? The Midrash offers 
a wonderful suggestion. God is reluctant to let us go, the Midrash explains, and we are reluctant 
to let go of God, so we continue on for another day, before embarking on the long winter until 
the Spring, when the festival season starts again with Pesach. 

In California we don’t have cold winters. In fact, being a weatherman in California is probably the 
best job on the planet. How wrong can you ever be? Although, I remember how my late father used to say, with 
a twinkle in his eye, that he wished he had become a weatherman. In what other line of work can one be so 
consistently wrong and still keep your job?  

I don’t know if the following story is true - but it really could be. One year, in late October, a tribe of Native 
Americans on a remote reservation asked their chief if the coming winter was going to be very cold or if would 
only be mild. The truth was he had absolutely no idea – but he couldn’t let them know that. He was meant to be 
the expert, his people’s oracle. Just to be on the safe side, he told his tribe that the winter was going to be cold 
and they should collect plenty of firewood so that they were totally prepared.  

But the chief wanted to ensure that he wouldn’t make a fool of himself. After a few days he drove to a public 
phone far away from the reservation village and called the National Weather Service to ask them if the winter 
ahead was going to be cold. 

“Yes, according to our information it looks like this coming winter is going to be cold,” the meteorologist told him. 
Feeling vindicated, the chief went back to his village and told the tribesmen to collect more firewood.  

The following week he called the National Weather Service again, anonymously of course. “Does it still look like 
we are going to have a very cold winter?” he asked. The man at National Weather Service was firm – “Yes, it's 
going to be a very cold winter this year.” 

So, once again the chief went back to his people and ordered them to collect every scrap of firewood they could 
find. Two weeks later he called the National Weather Service one last time, just to be completely sure.  

“Are you absolutely positive this winter is going to be super cold?” he asked. “Oh, absolutely,” was the response, 
“in fact it looks like it is going to be one of the coldest winters we’ve ever had.” 

“Really? But how can you be so sure?” the chief asked.  

The weatherman paused for a moment. “It’s simple,” he said, “we’re absolutely sure it’s going to be freezing cold 
this year because we’ve heard that the Native Americans are collecting firewood like crazy!” 

Shemini Atzeret feels like a yomtov where everyone is clueless about what’s going on, and we are all looking for 
some kind of guidance from somewhere – anywhere! – as to what we should be doing. Like the Native American 
chief asking the meteorologist, and the meteorologist looking for clues from the Native Americans – it’s almost as 
if we are going around in circles to work out the facts regarding Shmini Atzeret. But what is the truth about 
Shmini Atzeret? What indeed should we be doing on Shmini Atzeret? 

In one of his most striking stories, Rabbi Nachman of Breslov describes a poor Jewish tailor living in Ukraine who 
persistently had the same dream – that there was a treasure buried in Vienna at the foot of a bridge over the 
Danube River. The problem was, he had never been to Vienna, nor even Austria – he lived in a little village in 
Ukraine, and had never ventured more than a few miles from his home. But after the same dream kept 
reoccurring, he eventually told his wife, adding that he wanted to go to Vienna to find the treasure. She looked at 
him for a moment, and said: “well, if you had the dream so many times it must be true, the treasure must be there 
– just go and find it!”  

The tailor travelled to Vienna – and sure enough he finds the bridge he had seen in his dream. But there was a 
problem – the exact spot where the treasure is buried in his dream, in the real world is guarded by two fierce 
looking soldiers. Not sure what to do, he hovers around the area for a couple of days, waiting for the soldiers to 
go off on a lunch break or something, so that he can dig for the treasure. But the soldiers find his loitering a bit 
strange, so they summarily arrest him and bring him in for questioning. 

“What are you doing at the bridge? Are you a Russian spy?” 

“You will never believe me if I tell you what I’m doing here,” he tells them.  

“Try us!” they reply.  

So he tells them about his dream, and explains that he is there to find the buried treasure. The soldiers burst out 
laughing. Still chuckling, one of them says to the tailor: “Do you know something? Last night I had a dream that 
under the house of a Jewish tailor in some little village in Ukraine there is a fabulous treasure. Do you think I’m 
going to go all the way to Ukraine to find it?” And they let him go. 

The tailor journeys home, and as soon as he gets back digs under his house – just to see, maybe the soldier’s 
dream was right after all. Remarkably, after digging for a few minutes, he discovers a fabulous treasure buried 
right under his house. 

This story is Rabbi Nachman of Breslov’s way of conveying something to us that we all already know. Whatever 
we do and wherever we go looking to find that treasure, the real treasure is always really inside us. It is not buried 
in Vienna, or anywhere else, it is right in the heart of our lives. We just need to realize that and dig it up.  

Ellul, Rosh Hashana, Aseret Yemey Teshuva, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Shofar, Apples, Honey, Davening, Fasting, Lulav, 
Etrog, sitting in the sukka – all of these things are very important, but at the same time they are also all very 
distracting. It’s a roller-coaster. We need a bit of time to reflect, to remember, to savor. In fact, we need a time that 
is specifically designated for digging up the treasure that is already underneath our own house, so that we can 
use the strength it has given us to keep us going through the winter months, until Pesach – when the whole 

cycle starts up again. 

Praying for your safety and health, Shabbat Shalom & Chag Sameach. Rabbi Pini Dunner 

If you have observed a 
yahrtzeit, or had a 

Birthday or Anniversary 
that was not listed in the 
Tefilla Notebook, please 
let us know so we can 
update our records.  

Email office@yinbh.org 

 

Monday - Friday  7:00am &  6:10pm 

 

Services are also on zoom 

https://zoom.us/j/226829899 

22 Tishrei ● Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah  October 9-10, 2020 

  

 

 

Friday, October 9th - Hoshana Rabba 

Shacharit 6:45am with Hoshanas 

Virtual Yizkor Service at 11am via zoom 

(see below) 

Candle Lighting 6:07pm 

Kabbalat Shabbat/Yom Tov on zoom only 

5:40pm 

 

Saturday, October 10th - Shemini 

Atzeret 

Reading of Kohelet 8:15am  

Morning Services 8:30am 

Yizkor Service 10:15am (Approximately) 

Light Yom Tov candle after 7:10pm 

Evening Services for Simchat Torah - 

6:20pm 

 

Sunday, October 11th - Simchat Torah 

Morning Services 9am 

Kiddush to-go for all attendees 

No Evening Services 

Yom Tov Ends 7:08pm  

Yizkor Service 

Friday October 9th, 

2020 at 11am 

Via zoom 

https://zoom.us/j/3102767650 

Password: yinbh 

 Thank you to Michael & Maggie Bayer for sponsoring 

this weeks Tefilla Notebook in memory of Michael's 

mother, Helene Bayer, Hadassah bat Shimshen a"h, 

whose yahrtzeit was on the 18th of Tishrei 

http://zoom.us/j/226829899
https://zoom.us/j/3102767650


 

M a ze l  Tov  

Mazel Tov to grandparents  

Rabbi Yehudah and Simi 

Feigen 

 on their new grandson, 

born to their 

children  

Dovid & Rikki 

Feigen in Israel. 

 YAHRTZEITS 
 

October 

 

We hope you are enjoying the 

festive days of Chol Hamoed and 

that your sukkah was blessed with 

happiness and delicious meals. 

 

As we begin the last days of 

Sukkot, we look forward to special 

communal joy in celebrating 

Simchat Torah. 

Let’s continue to be inspired to 

grow in learning and good deeds 

in the year ahead. 

 

Remember to tune into  

Treasures from The Rabbi’s Library 

New series beginning  

Sunday, October 18th, 2020 

Email office@yinbh.org  

For the Zoom link 

 

Wishing you a Moadim L’Simcha 

Good Yuntiff 

& 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents 

 

Noa Brenner 

Zevi Hertz 

Kayleen Javaherian 

Seymour Stoll 

Shaina Stoll 

David Soroudi 

Bernat Fixler 
Barach ben Noah z"l 

Father of  
Sue Varon 

Yahrtzeit— 25 Tishrei 

Otto Schloss 
Moshe ben Pinchas z"l 

Father of  
Stephen Schloss 

Yahrtzeit— 22 Tishrei 

Sisterhood Corner 

Asher Javaherian 
Asher ben Meyer z"l 

Father of  
Vahid Javaherian 

Yahrtzeit— 26 Tishrei 

Ronit Shacher 
Ronit bat Eliyahu a"h 

Sister of  
Ruth Gaba 

Yahrtzeit— 26 Tishrei 

Sylvia Greenspan 
Sara bat Dov Ber a”h 

Mother of  
Evan Greenspan 

Yahrtzeit— 28 Tishrei 

M a z el  T o v  
Mazel Tov Arleen and Bart 

Tanenbaum on their new 

grandson, born to their 

children Janice and Avi 

Levy.  Mazel Tov to 

big siblings Natalie 

and Eytan. 

Mazel Tov to 
Marilyn & Jaime 
Sohacheski on a 

new grandson 
born to Lindsey 

and Steven Turk.  
Mazel Tov to 
grandparents 

Charlie & Lynn 
Turk. 
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Mazel Tov to 
Jonathan & Faye 

Kellerman on a new 
grandson born to 
Aliza and 

Sam Ponedal. 

mailto:office@yinbh.org?subject=Treasures%20From%20The%20Rabbi's%20Library


 



 


