
 

Dearest Members and Friends, 

Unless you are an aficionado of Jewish law, the name “Pri Megadim” will mean very little. 
Nonetheless, it happens to be the title of a very important work authored by Rabbi Joseph 
Teomim, an eighteenth-century rabbi from Lemberg, then a market town on the eastern 
limits of the Austro-Hungarian empire, now known as Lviv, in Western Ukraine. 

Rabbi Teomim came from an extremely distinguished rabbinic family and was a great 
rabbinic scholar in his own right, although he struggled to make a living as a rabbi. That all changed 
when he began to publish what would soon become one of the most influential works of Jewish law ever 
written. The Pri Megadim primarily focuses on explaining and unpacking two earlier commentaries on the 
definitive halachic code, Shulchan Aruch – namely, Turei Zahav, Magen Avraham and Siftei Kohen – 
adding omitted information, and offering insights into the background and legal principles underpinning 
their views. Rabbi Teomim thoroughly annotated these works and in general offered a well-researched 
backdrop to the Jewish laws that they covered, so-much-so that his work became a mandatory study aid 
for anyone seeking formal ordination as a rabbi and any position of rabbinic authority. 

All of this is by way of introduction to Rabbi Teomim’s fascinating halachic opinion regarding the 
supremacy of rabbinic law in Judaism, an opinion he illustrated via an obscure discussion about a sukkah. 
According to the Pri Megadim, if the rabbis who established halachic guidelines mandated the 
performance of a Torah mitzvah in a particular way, telling us exactly how it should be performed, then 
the failure to meet these rabbinic requirements would totally negate the observance of the mitzva, as if it 
was never performed, even if by Torah standards the mitzva had actually been observed. For example, he 
says, according to rabbinic law if a sukkah is so small that one is forced to eat off a table that remains 
outside the sukkah, one has not discharged one’s sukkah obligation at all. And although this stringency 
was only introduced by the rabbis, while Torah law considers such a sukkah fully kosher, since by eating in 
this sukkah one has disregarded a rabbinic law, according to Rabbi Teomim one has not even fulfilled 
one’s Torah obligation. 

Puzzlingly, this Pri Megadim seems to contradict at least one opinion in the Talmud. In tractate Sukkah 
(23a) Rabbi Meir is recorded as allowing a sukkah to be constructed on top of a live animal, while his 
perennial interlocutor Rabbi Yehudah does not. The Talmud explains that this dispute centers on the verse 
(Deut. 16:13):    ה ְלָך ִשְבַעת ָיִמים  – ”you shall observe the festival of Sukkot for seven days”- ַחג ַהֻסֹּכת ַּתֲעֹשֶֹ
namely, a sukkah must be available to use for the entire seven-day festival period. In Rabbi Yehudah’s 
opinion, since one is not allowed to get onto an animal on Sabbath and festival days, a sukkah 
constructed on an animal’s back is not just invalid for the festival days and intermediate Shabbat, but for all 
seven days. But Rabbi Meir disagrees; in his view the prohibition of climbing onto an animal is only a 
rabbinic proscription, and you cannot undo a Torah obligation on the basis of a rabbinic disqualification. 

On that basis, it would appear that according to Rabbi Yehudah, a rabbinic prohibition can negate the 
ability to observe a Torah law, in accordance with the view of the Pri Megadim, while Rabbi Meir’s opinion 
is that it does not. And while the rabbis determined that in a halachic dispute between Rabbi Meir and 
Rabbi Yehudah the law goes according to Rabbi Yehudah, it is strange that the Pri Megadim’s halachic 
principle seemingly contradicts this senior Talmudic sage, and he does not see fit to reconcile himself with 
Rabbi Meir’s opinion. 

But actually, upon reflection, we can save the Pri Megadim from the indignity of this glaring blunder. It is 
possible that the rabbinic insistence on having a table inside one’s sukkah is a specific requirement for a 
sukkah, and Rabbi Meir might very well make an exception to his leniency when one fails to uphold a 
rabbinic proscription that directly correlates to the observance of the law itself. Meanwhile, the prohibition 
of sitting on an animal on yomtov applies to all festivals, not just Sukkot, and has nothing whatsoever to 
do with the validity of a sukkah. Rabbi Meir would not accept dismissing a Torah-mandated mitzvah on 
the basis of a general rabbinic restriction unrelated to that specific mitzva, and that is why he allows a 
sukkah to be used even if it is on an animal’s back, and even though that sukkah may not be used on the 
first days of the festival or during the intermediate Shabbat. 

What I love most about this debate and discussion – and particularly about the Pri Megadim’s assertive 
stance – is the reverence it demonstrates for rabbinic law, which has been the backbone of Jewish identity 
since the dawn of Jewish nationhood. Maimonides writes that the Torah itself established the centrality of 
rabbinic input into Jewish law, with the verse (Deut. 17:11): “you must not deviate from any word that 
they tell you, neither right nor left”. It is a fact that all those Jews who have favored relying purely on 
scripture as the source for Jewish law – such as the Sadducees, the Boethusians, and the Karaites – have 
long since evaporated as identifiable Jewish groups, having bound themselves up with an ossified and 
ultimately self-destructive form of Judaism that undermined any hope for their future. 

Only Rabbinic Judaism, with its strong focus on a carefully managed evolutionary halachic system, has 
managed to sustain itself over millennia, bequeathing a living, breathing, dynamic Torah to each 
emerging generation, who have in turn handed it down to the next. And so, as we sit in our sukkah this 
year, with a table firmly inside it for us to eat off, we would do well to reflect on the remarkable ancient 
tradition that we have been lucky enough to be born into. Our identity as Jews only has meaning because 
of it. 

Wishing you Shabbat Shalom, a Sukkot Sameach and a great week ahead,  

Rabbi Pini Dunner 

13-23 Tishrei ● Parshat Ha’azinu ● Sukkot ● Simchat Torah Oct 11-22, 2019 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11 
6:06pm          CANDLELIGHTING 
6:10pm          MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT 
 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12  
8:30am          RABBI’S GEMARA SHIUR 
9:15am          SHACHARIT  
5:25pm          PRE MINCHA SHIUR 
6:00pm          MINCHA 
6:20pm          SEUDAH SHLISHIT 
7:05pm          MA’ARIV  
7:08pm          SHABBAT ENDS 

SUKKOT SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY, October 13 
Erev Sukkot 
8:00 am  SHACHARIT 
8:30 - 11:30 am PICKUP ARBA 
MINIM 
6:03 pm CANDLELIGHTING 
6:05 pm MINCHA/KABBALAT 
YOMTOV 
 
MONDAY, October 14  
FIRST DAY SUKKOT 
8:15 am  GEMARA SHIUR 
9:00 am   SHACHARIT 
6:05 pm   MINCHA/MAARIV 
7:06 pm  CANDLELIGHTING 
 
TUESDAY, October 15 
SECOND DAY SUKKOT 
8:15 am  GEMARA SHIUR 
9:00 am    SHACHARIT 
NO DRASHA 
6:05 pm    MINCHA 
6:20 pm    SHIUR  
7:00 pm    MAARIV 
7:04 pm    YOM TOV ENDS 
 
WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY CHOL HAMOED 
6:10 pm SHACHARIT 
6:00 pm MINCHA/MAARIV 
  
SHABBAT CHOL HAMOED 
FRIDAY, October 18 
5:57 pm CANDLELIGHTING 
6:00 pm KABBALAT SHABBAT 
 
SATURDAY, October 19 
8:15 am GEMARA SHIUR 
9:00 am SHACHARIT 
NO DRASHA 
12:00 pm KIDDUSH 
12:30 pm SUKKAH HOP 
5:55 pm MINCHA 
6:15 pm SEUDAH SHLISHIT 
6:55 pm MAARIV 
6:59 pm SHABBAT ENDS 
HOSHANAH RABBAH  
 
SUNDAY, October 20 
7:30 am SHACHARIT 

See Page 2 for Shemini 
Atzeret & Simchat 
Torah Schedule 



 

 

JJ & Wendy Wallack 
 

OCTOBER 

KEEP CALM 

And  

CHAG SAMEACH! 

The Sisterhood is grateful to Rivka 

and Raphy Nissel for their generous 

donation of the new Yom Kippur 

tablecloths. 

They enhanced our davening 

experience and we will enjoy them 

for many years to come. 

Yasher Koach! 

Wishing everyone a Happy Sukkot, a 

gut Yomtov and happy times with 

family and friends in the sukkah. 

 

Have a wonderful Shabbat and 

Chag Sameach, 

 

Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents 

Sisterhood Corner 

Kylie Trapani 

Benjamin Shlomi 

David Soroudi 

Seymour Stoll 

Shaina Stoll 

Zevi Hertz 

Kayleen Javaherian 

Luca Brenner 

Lee Samson 

Hillel Laks 

Michael Halimi 

Carl Levin 

Liz Greenspan 

Jasmine Elise Azouz 

Mark Perl 

James Fogelman 

Sherri Fogelman 

Michael Varon 

Shiur for Ladies 

 לע''נ פנחס אליהו בן  שמשון הלוי

Join Rabbi Dunner for his Gemara 

shiur on Shabbat and Yom Tov 

mornings 45 minutes before Shacharit. 

Paul Feder z’’l  Gemara 

 

Join Rabbi Dunner each Wednesday morning 
at 8:30am for the weekly ladies Parsha Shiur 

as he explores the weekly Torah portion 
through the eyes of the classic commentators.  
The class is on break until after the chagim.  

The class will meet next on  
Wednesday, October 30th 2019 at 8:30am.   
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Yitzhak ben Eliezer z”l 
Father of  

Michael Bayer 
Yahrtzeit— 18 Tishrei 

Marvin Levin 
Mordechai ben Label z”l 

Father of 
Andrew Levin 

Yahrtzeit— 21 Tishrei 

Estelle Abelson 
Eshka Leba bat Yitzhak a”h 

Mother of  
Joan Lopatin 

Yahrtzeit— 14 Tishrei 

Michal bat Pesha a”h 
Mother of  

Elissa Czuker 
Yahrtzeit— 16 Tishrei 

Otto Schloss 
Moshe ben Pinchas z”l 

Father of 
Steve Schloss 

Yahrtzeit— 22 Tishrei 

Bernat Fixler 
Baruch ben Noah z”l 

Father of 
Sue Varon 

Yahrtzeit— 25 Tishrei 

Ronit Shacher 
Ronit bat Eliyahu a”h 

Sister of 
Ruth Gaba 

Yahrtzeit— 26 Tishrei 

Pre-Purchased Arba Minim Pickup 

For those who purchased Arba 
Minim from the shul, you can pick 

up your sets on 

Sunday, October 13th  
8:30-11:30am  

 
Or on the first day of Sukkot at 

Shacharit 

SCHEDULE CONTINUED… 
 
SHMINI ATZERET  
SUNDAY, October 20 
5:55 pm CANDLELIGHTING 
DON’T FORGET TO LIGHT YIZKOR 
CANDLE 
6:00 pm MINCHA/KABBALAT YOMTOV 

 
SHMINI ATZERET DAY 
MONDAY, October 21 

8:15 am GEMARA SHIUR 
9:00 am SHACHARIT 
10:45 am DRASHA/YIZKOR 
6:00 pm MINCHA 

 
SIMCHAT TORAH  
MONDAY, October 21 

6:50 pm MAARIV 
CANDLELIGHTING NOT BEFORE 6:57 

pm 
7:00 pm HAKAFOT 
8:00 pm YOMTOV DINNER 

 
SIMCHAT TORAH 
TUESDAY, October 22 

9:00 am SHACHARIT 
10:00 am HAKAFOT 
FROM 10:15 am KIDDUSH 
6:00 pm MINCHA 

6:55 pm MAARIV 
6:56 pm YOM TOV ENDS 



 

ISRAEL HEADLINES 

Each week, YINBH Beverly Hills Synagogue 
produces a weekly bulletin titled "Israel 

Headlines.”  You can find them on the tables 
in shul every Shabbat. The idea behind this is 
to make us  aware of current events in Israel. 
Sponsorship for Israel Headlines is available 
for $100 per issue. If you are interested in 
sponsoring a weekly bulletin please email 

israelheadlines@gmail.com 

FOLLOW US 
 

Photo Galleries, live streaming of classes and events, behind 

the scenes clips, and more!  Updates every week!  

    

@beverlyhillssynagogue 
 

  

@YoungIsraelOfNorthBeverlyHills 

  

@BHSynagogue  
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https://www.instagram.com/beverlyhillssynagogue/
https://www.facebook.com/YoungIsraelOfNorthBeverlyHills/
https://twitter.com/BHSynagogue


 


