
 

Dear Members and Friends, 

òSeize the moment. Remember all those women on the Titanic who waved off the 

dessert cart.ó I absolutely love that quote, not just because it rings so true, but because it 
comes from Erma Louise Bombeck (1927-1996), the working -class girl from Ohio who 

seized every moment and opportunity she ever encountered, becoming one of 
Americaõs most beloved and widely read syndicated columnists as well as the bestselling 

author of 15 books.  

What Ermaõs millions of readers never knew until shortly before she died, was that she suffered from an 
incurable genetic condition, polycystic kidney disease, undergoing daily dialysis for decades, and 

eventually succumbing to the disease as a result of complications following a kidney transplant. Each day 
of her life could have been her last, and yet she built an incredible career for herself and never stopped 

planning for a future that by any objective standard was highly unlikely.  

Often, behind an inspirational success story lies a life trajectory whose protagonist never considered 

complacency or smug self-satisfaction an option. Steve Jobs (1955-2011), the legendary founder of Apple 
Inc., loathed formal education and famously dropped out of college after the first semester. But truthfully, 

that is not the whole story. While it is certainly a fact that he was dismissive of academic impositions, 
even after he dropped out of college he still continued to attend the classes that interested him. 
Remarkably, one of those classes was calligraphy. He later revealed that had he not continued to attend 

this particular college course, òthe Mac would have never had multiple typefaces or proportionally 

spaced fonts.ó  

What strikes me most about a young Steve Jobs attending calligraphy classes, is that he spotted the 
opportunity and value in calligraphy when it had no value to him, long before he had even considered 

the concept of Macs. He just knew, instinctively, that typefaces and spaced fonts would one day be 
important, so he went for it. And this idea chimes beautifully with a fascinating Midrash on Parshat 
HaMan (Ex. 16:4-36) ð the chapter that introduces us to the miraculous food which sustained the 

nascent Jewish nation during their sojourn in the Sinai wilderness. 

According to the Midrashic narrative, the first time the manna came down to feed the nation, it landed 

together with precious gems and diamonds. The Midrash informs us that the ògreat ones of the nationó 
took these precious stones and diamonds when they collected their portion, while the ordinary folk only 

took the actual manna. Frankly, at first glance this vignette seems rather fanciful, and appears to fly in the 
face of human nature. After all, who wouldnõt pick up diamonds and gems for nothing when theyõre 

offered the opportunity?  

Rabbi Michel Twerski of Milwaukee has a very smart insight into the unique economic conditions 

experienced by the Jewish nation while they resided in the wilderness. For forty years, there was a 
society that functioned fully and successfully without any of the ordinary demands every human being in 
history has been faced with. Everything they could possibly have needed was provided for them on tap. 

They had food; they had water; they had protection; and their clothing never wore out. Moreover, their 

health was guaranteed, and their spiritual and community needs were totally taken care of.  

Why would anyone ever think to pick up precious stones if they already have everything they need ð 
and will continue to have everything they need for the foreseeable future? It was for exactly this reason 

that the masses simply ignored the diamonds and gemstones that had landed alongside their manna, 
having decided ð not without reason ð that there was no immediate purpose for them, and that they 

were therefore useless, without any value whatsoever.  

Meanwhile, the ògreat ones of the nationó understood only too well that life is never just about present 
conditions, and that consequently it would be foolish not to seize the opportunity that was in front of 

them, however pointless it may have seemed to others at that precise moment. With the kind of sixth 
sense that great people always seem to have, these individuals instinctively understood that at some 

point they would need to build a Mishkan, and when they did, these beautiful stones would enhance 
some aspect of this important edifice. They were absolutely right, for as it turned out a range of gems 

were used to decorate the priestly vestments.  

The lesson of this Midrash is that anyone who acts complacently in good times is demonstrating short-
sighted hubris. Throughout human history it was always those people who acted when others didnõt ð 

the ones who spotted an opportunity in a situation that everyone else was aware of but were too lazy or 
indifferent to do anything about ð who were ultimately trailblazers and leaders. Great people are the 
individuals who seize the moment, particularly when others find every reason to push off that moment, 

or choose to simply ignore it.   

The author of the bestselling book, The Greatest Salesman in the World, Og Mandino (1923-1996), put it 
this way: òOpportunities, many times, are so small that we glimpse them not ð and yet they are often the 

seeds of great enterprises.ó Or, in the wise words of Warren Buffet: òSomeone is sitting in the shade 

today because someone planted a tree a long time ago.ó  

Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom and a great week ahead,  

Rabbi Pini Dunner  

 

Sunday                     8:00am & 5:15pm  

Mon - Fri                  7:00am &  5:15pm  
 

Services are also on zoom 

https://zoom.us/j/226829899 

Passcode: yinbh 
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January  

Purim is coming, join in on the fun!  

This year a portion of the money 

raised will be used to send Mishloach 

Manot to lone IDF soldiers in Israel & 

to families in our community 

impacted by Covid -19! 

Email office@yinbh.org  to sign up!  

 

Donõt miss out! 

Sign up for The Sound of the Golden 

Age of the Cantorate with our very 

own Nati Baram  

Sunday, January 31st at 11am  

 

Coming Sooné 

Tu Bishvat wine tasting  

Wednesday, February 3rd at 7pm  

Register now to receive 4 full bottles 

of wine!  

 

Happy Tu Bishvat!  

& 

Shabbat Shalom,  

Cecile & Ruthie  

Sisterhood Co -Presidents 

Sisterhood Corner 
Judith Brandt -Goldsher  

Irika bat Baruch aóh 
Mother of  

Ruth Brandt  
Yahrtzeit - 20 Shevat  

Dorothy Broidy  
Dõvorah aóh 
Mother of  

Elliot Broidy  
Yahrtzeit - 21 Shevat  

 

 

 

Chava Feigen  

Aaron Fuchs  

Donald Feder  

Michael Tanenbaum  

Aiden Samuel  

Sheilagh Sadeghi  

Karen Fisher  

Susan Baum  

Stuart Tanenbaum  

Linda Levin  

Rachel Zucker  

David Shapell  
Yosef David ben Binyomin zól 

Husband of  
Fela Shapell  

Yahrtzeit - 19 Shevat  

 YAHRTZEITS  

Eva Schlesinger  
Hinkel bat Pesach aóh 

Mother of  
Judy Raykoff  

Yahrtzeit - 22 Shevat  



 

Missed a class? 
We have multiple ways of accessing our past classes 

 

 

 

 

Connect with us 

on Social Media 

   

 

 

RABBI PINI DUNNERõS SOUNDCLOUD 
 

RABBI PINI DUNNERõS CHANNEL  

YINBH BEVERLY HILLS SYNAGOGUE 

RABBI DUNNERõS WEBSITE 
 

Facebook 

Instagram 

Twitter 

https://soundcloud.com/rabbipinidunner
https://soundcloud.com/rabbipinidunner
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNnXPyOKj7oAj-5rutiSHFA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7FlPfC9qbxXhSLrsaSn8RA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7FlPfC9qbxXhSLrsaSn8RA
https://rabbidunner.com/
https://www.facebook.com/YoungIsraelOfNorthBeverlyHills
https://www.instagram.com/beverlyhillssynagogue/
https://twitter.com/BHSynagogue
https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/bookgroup


 

Cǳƭƭ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƛǎ  

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ 

ǿǿǿΦǊŀōōƛŘǳƴƴŜǊΦŎƻƳ 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǿ 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ !ǇǇƭŜ ƛ¢ǳƴŜǎΦ 

{ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ  

ά5ŜŜǇŜǊ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊǎƘŀέ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ƛŦ 
ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ƻǊ 

 

 
 

Happy  
Anniversary 

IƻǿƛŜ ϧ {ƘƛǊƛƴ      

CƛŀƭƪƻǾ 

REGISTER AT  

https://tinyurl.com/yxagclva   

Tax Statements 
Your tax statements for ʱʯʱʯ were 
emailed as well as a hard copy letter 
was mailed to everyone who made 
donations in the last year.  If you did 
not receive it, or if you have any 
questions on your statement, do not 
hesitate to reach out to Madeline at 
mkramer@yinbh.org or call the oʢce 
at ʲʰʯ-ʱʶʵ-ʶʵʴʯ 

http://www.rabbidunner.com
mailto:mkramer@yinbh.org


 


