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Dear Members & Friends, 

This past Sunday, I tuned into a livestream event that was utterly unique – the Torat Imecha Nach 
Yomi siyum. Over the past two years, thousands of women in dozens of countries across the 
world participated in this marvelous program sponsored by the Orthodox Union Women’s 
Initiative. Launched in January 2020, the Nach Yomi initiative featured daily downloadable audio 
classes on “Nach” – an acronymic name for the second two-thirds of the Hebrew Scriptures: 
Nevi’im (prophets) and Ketuvim (writings). Each day focused on one chapter, presented by one out of a range 
of expert woman lecturers who weaved together translation, explanation, and commentary into easy-to-digest 
15-minute online classes. Many different teachers taught over the two years it took to complete the 742 
chapters, and the Nach Yomi voyage was a kaleidoscope of meaningful learning for eager students at every 
level of knowledge and text familiarity. And this week, the cycle started again. 

Some members of my community in Beverly Hills joined the program in 2020, and last Shabbat we joined 
them in celebrating their completion of 742 consecutive days of learning. One of those who participated in the 
Nach Yomi cycle was my wife, Sabine, for whom it has been a truly extraordinary journey. “Every single day I 
stopped and paused for 15 or 20 minutes – at all times of the day or night – to listen to the Nach Yomi shiur,” 
she told me. “There were different teachers for the different books, each of them with their own style of 
learning. And now that the two years are over – I just feel so accomplished, not only that I did it for myself, but 
also because I did it together with so many other women.” 

What is so incredible about this program is not just that it empowers lay learners and offers them a real 
opportunity to cover ground and gain knowledge with minimal effort; much more than that is the fact that a 
generation or two ago this program – and so much else in the Jewish world that we take for granted – simply 
did not exist. Even the celebrated and ubiquitous Daf Yomi learning program – which takes tens of thousands 
of men, and now women as well, through the entire Talmud in a program that focuses on one page of 
Talmud a day for seven-and-a-half years – is less than a century old. All of us have the opportunity to do the 
kind of Jewish stuff today – and I mean meaningful learning and spiritual growth, not just cultural fluff – that 
our ancestors could not have even dreamt of.   

The incredible success of widespread Jewish learning for the masses and the availability of resources and 
institutions enabling this Jewish renaissance is one of the real miracles of modernity. There are more boys and 
girls getting a quality Jewish education in day schools, high schools, and post high school Yeshivas and 
seminaries than at probably any time in Jewish history. It is hard to believe that after the Holocaust there were 
probably not more than a thousand young men studying in a yeshiva with a full-time Jewish studies program. 
As for girls, there was nothing. In 1947, my late grandfather, Rabbi Yosef Tzvi Dunner (1913-2007), founded 
the first post-Holocaust Beis Yaakov seminary for girls in London. Today there are dozens of similar seminaries – 
in Israel, Europe and America. According to a friend of mine who is deeply involved in administrating the 
yeshiva world in Israel, there are over 200,000 boys and men engaged in full-time Torah study in Israel today, 
ranging across-the-board from Haredi to National Religious – a number that is unprecedented, and it doesn’t 
even include the girls. 

Personally, I don’t think any of this is coincidental or random; Jewish control over the Land of Israel has 
unleashed spiritual forces that appear to defy rational explanation. But the key to all this can be found at the 
beginning of Parshat Yitro. The first verse of Yitro (Ex. 18:1) contains a redundancy that, on the surface, is hard 
to explain. It begins:  ָרֵאל ַעּמֹו שְׁ יִּ ה ּולְׁ ֹמשֶׁ רו ֱאֹלקים לְׁ תְׁ ַמע יִּ שְׁ ר ָעָשה  ַויִּ ... ֵאת ָכל ֲאשֶׁ -”Yitro heard everything that God had 
done for Moses and for Israel, His people. ”It ends: ם ָריִּ צְׁ ּמִּ ָרֵאל מִּ שְׁ ת יִּ יא ה' אֶׁ י הֹוצִּ  that God took out the [he heard]“-  כִּ
Jewish people from Egypt.”  Surely the beginning of the verse has already conveyed that the Jews had been 
freed from Egypt – so why mention it again?  

A friend of mine, Chaim Brown, wrote about a tour of Jerusalem’s Old City that he took led by the talented 
Rabbi Simcha Hochbaum. During the tour, Rabbi Hochbaum pointed out that most post-high school 
institutions of Jewish learning in Israel only came into existence after the 1967 reunification of Jerusalem. Even 
those that existed before June 1967 grew exponentially after that seminal moment. And the idea that this is 
because there is now more geographical space to build a yeshiva or seminary makes no sense, he added, 
because there were vast tracts of land all over pre-1967 Israel, even in Jerusalem. Rather it must be 
because Jerusalem’s unification released an abundance of pent-up spiritual energy, like oil gushing from a 
newly discovered well – and this resulted in the growth of interest in Torah study, hence the increase in Torah 
institutions. It’s an incredible thought. Jerusalem in Jewish hands did not just alter the physical map of Israel – 
it altered the spiritual map as well, enabling an expansion of Torah learning in Israel and across the Jewish 
world.  
I’m in love with this idea. In fact, I would like to dial it back to 1948 and the creation of the State of Israel, when 
Jews took control of their own destiny and formally took charge of Eretz Yisrael. Even the greatest skeptic will 
have to admit that never has Torah and Judaism been more proliferate and successful since the destruction of 
the Jerusalem Temple in 70CE than it has been since 1948 – at a time when Jewish life had been written off 
after the Holocaust. 

Chaim Brown connects this idea to something written by Rabbi Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter of Gur (1847-1905) 
in his Sefat Emet commentary on the Torah. While the Jewish people were in Egypt, it was not just a physical 
slavery, it was also a spiritual slavery. According to the sages of the Midrash, no slave had ever escaped from 
Egypt before the Exodus, which, truthfully, is quite hard to believe. But according to the Sefat Emet it makes 
perfect sense – there might have been a slave who managed to get out of ‘Egypt’ the country, but ‘Egypt’ as a 
state of mind never left them, and they remained enslaved, at least in a spiritual sense.  

But the Jewish nation’s Exodus from Egypt was different. Not only was there a physical redemption for the 
Jewish people, but their newfound freedom also released all the spiritual energy that was confined for so long. 
Indeed, it was this that Yitro – the High Priest of Midian and veteran pagan – heard, and it was this that 
prompted him into action. What got to him was not merely that God had redeemed the nation – the first part 
of the verse – although this was undoubtedly extraordinary. What really touched him to his soul was the 
second part of the verse, which tells us that God had liberated His nation from the spiritual wilderness that was 
Egypt. Yitro realized that there would now be a change in the world not just measured in military terms or 
national terms, but also in spiritual terms. And this is what happened a few weeks later with the revelation at 
Mount Sinai. 

Occasionally, just occasionally, we need to take a break from all our complaining and tzuris and acknowledge 
how far we’ve come, and how much we’ve grown spiritually against all the odds. It was exactly this that 
crossed my mind during the Nach Yomi siyum, and I just thought it was worth sharing. Wishing you a Shabbat 
Shalom and a great week ahead, Rabbi Pini Dunner 

 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 21 

CANDLELIGHTING 4:54pm 

MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT 4:55pm 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 22 

NO GEMARA SHIUR  

SHACHARIT 9:15AM 

MINCHA 5:05PM 

MAARIV: 5:55PM 

SHABBAT ENDS: 5:59PM 

                     
                      Shacharit      Mincha/Maariv 

Sunday         8:00am              5:05pm 

Mon-Thurs   7:00am              5:05pm 

Friday           7:00am              5:05pm 

 

 

 

Mazel Tov to Philip and 

Janice Kaufler and to 

Rabbi Lewis and Melissa 

Wienerkur on the marriage 

of their children, Adam 

and Eliana. 

 

. 

MAZEL TOV  

Tamar Samson & Hillel Jacobson 

on the occasion of their wedding 

Mazel Tov to proud parents  

Dani & Rivkie Samson  

and to proud Grandfather  

Lee Samson 

MAZEL TOV 

Aidan Samuel  

on his Bar-Mitzvah this 

Shabbos. Mazel Tov to 

parents Stephen & Jessica 

Samuel and to 

Grandparents Joe & 

Galina Samuel. 



 

Full archive of classes is 
available at 

www.rabbidunner.com 

 

The recordings are also now 
available on Apple iTunes. 

Search for  

“Deeper look at the Parsha” 

Please contact the office if 
you have any questions or 

need help to access the 
classes. 

If you would 

like to join the 

Mincha/Maariv 

WhatsApp Group, 

please send a message 

to the Rabbi on 

Whatsapp at  

310-499-3407 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL 

MEDIA!   

Keep up to date on 

what’s happening at our 

Synagogue in real time! 

Facebook 

Instagram 

Twitter 

January 

 

Mark your calendar! 

“Beautiful Life” 

Art Exhibition will be held  

Sunday, February 27th  

11:00am-1:00pm  

Luxe Sunset Blvd Hotel 

Join artists Sonia Levitin, Karen Lee 
Fisher, & Jack King 

for a night of stimulating art and 
pleasant company! 

A portion of sales will be donated to 
Chai Lifeline! 

Please see this week’s Tefilla 
Notebook for full details! 

 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents 

Sisterhood Corner 

Happy Anniversary 

Michael & Shira 
Sadeghan 

YAHRTZEITS 

Judith Brandt - Goldsher 
Irika bat Baruch a"h 

Mother of  
Ruth Brandt 

Yahrtzeit - 20 Shevat 

 

Marilyn Sohacheski 

David Sostchen 

Daniel Gromis 

June Brenner 

Avrumie Schnitzer 

Scarlett Ruimy 

Ilan Nethaniel 
Teboul 

Esther Feder 

Naomi Prero 

Dorothy Broidy 
Devorah a"h 

Mother of  
Elliott Broidy 

Yahrtzeit - 21  Shevat 

Judah Hertz 
Yehuda ben Yisroel Chaim z”l 

Father of  
Sandy Gordon 

Zevi Hertz 
Yitzi Hertz 

Yahrtzeit - 22 Shevat 

Eva Schlesinger 
Hinkel bat Pesach a"h 

Mother of  
Judy Raykoff 

Yahrtzeit - 22 Shevat 

Raquel Monlack Sochaczewski 
Rachel bat Shlomo a"h 

Mother of  
Jaime Sohacheski 
Yahrtzeit - 25 Shevat 

Rose B. Raphael 
Mother of  

Gina Raphael 
Yahrtzeit - 25 Shevat 

Sarah  Finkel 
Sarah bat Shmuel a"h 

Mother of  
Harry Finkel 

Yahrtzeit - 26 Shevat 

http://www.rabbidunner.com
https://www.facebook.com/YoungIsraelOfNorthBeverlyHills
https://www.instagram.com/beverlyhillssynagogue/
https://twitter.com/BHSynagogue

