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Dear Members and Friends,

“My specialty is being right when other people are
wrong!” These are the words of George Bernard
| Shaw (1857-1950) in his 1897 play You Never Can
/ - Tell. Shaw excelled at this particular specialty; he
was always right, or so he thought, which must
.qg have meant that other people were always wrong!
Although, he may well have been right when he
said that “no public man... ever believes that the Bible means what it says;
he is always convinced that it says what he means.”

Shaw’s combination of iconoclastic arrogance and unbridled hubris was
hardly his own invention. Throughout history, the inability to admit
mistakes, matched equally by an utter contempt for every person who
might have a valid opinion or stake, has been the downfall of countless
individuals in power and public life. Most recently we have seen it with
Vladimir Putin, and his illjudged invasion of Ukraine. Setback after
setback has forced him to redefine his goals, but not once has he
acknowledged that he made a mistake when he decided to go to war
with his neighbor.

This should hardly come as a great surprise. In June 2015, Italian
Jjournalist Luciano Fontana, asked Putin: “What do you consider a mistake
that you would never want to make again?” Without flinching, or
pausing for even a moment, Putin replied: “l will be quite frank with you. |
cannot recollect anything of the kind. By the grace of God, | have
nothing to regret in my life.”

The verse in Mishlei is clear (Prov. 16:18): 11 1123 17203 °199 1IR3 12% 197
— “Pride comes before ruin; arrogance, before failure.” If someone thinks
that they are never wrong and anyone who disagrees with them is a fool
— the forecast for them is ominous. Moreover, the calamity, when it
comes, is not going to be some minor event. It is going to take them
down. Modern history’s most notorious example is Napoleon Bonaparte,
who famously declared that “France has more need of me than | have
need of France.” His ill-fated 1812 invasion of Russia using the combined
strength of the French military and the armies of its various allies ended
in humiliating defeat, and its protagonist’s downfall and exile.

Napoleon’s ambassador to St. Petersberg was his faithful friend
Armand-Augustin-Louis de Caulaincourt (1773-1827). Recalled to France
before hostilities began, he sounded the alarm even before the troops
had departed, warning that the proposed military campaign against
Imperial Russia was a terrible mistake. “Puh!” was Napoleon'’s scornful
response. Caulaincourt rode alongside his boss throughout the
campaign, and frequently tried to persuade him to change course,
especially when the freezing Russian winter loomed. But at every stage
Napoleon ignored his advice. His specialty, just like Shaw and so many
others, was being right. Even when he was wrong.

George Orwell (1903-1950) artfully parodied Napoleon’s greatest flaw in
his masterpiece novella Animal Farm. The pig leading the other farm
animals in a revolt against Mr. Jones the farmer is Napoleon, and he “is
always right!” according to his most loyal supporter, Boxer the
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workhorse. But as the story unfolds, Napoleon is exposed as a flawed
and thoroughly disreputable character who makes terrible mistakes, and
who makes things worse for his compatriots, the other animals on the
farm.

The leader who must always be right, thereby driving those he leads into
doom and misery, is a familiar motif in biblical narrative. The first and
most dominant example is Pharaoh, the antihero of the Exodus story,
whose refusal to submit to God’s request via Moses to liberate the Jewish
people from slavery, results in ever-increasing levels of pain for Egypt. As
the story unfolds, and the dreadful consequences of Pharaoh’s arrogance
and inability to concede increase exponentially, one is left wondering,
how he could be so stupid. Can’t he see the wreckage piling up around
him?

At one point Pharaoh does appear to admit fault, acknowledging that he
and his nation had messed up (Ex. 9:27): “I stand guilty this time. God is
in the right, and | and my people are in the wrong.” But although it
sounds like an admission of fault, the commentaries pounce on the
qualification “this time” in the concession declaration. Right now we are
in the wrong, Pharaoh was saying, but all along we have been right. The
seventh plague of fiery hail was still raging, and Pharaoh was desperate
for a ceasefire. But that was all it was ever going to be — a ceasefire. As
soon as the hailstorm lifted, it was back to business as usual (Ex. 9:34):
“When Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunder had
ceased, he became stubborn and reverted to his guilty ways, as did his
courtiers.”

At first glance, the Torah'’s inclusion of every painful detail of Pharaoh’s
descent into oblivion appears to be a powerful message to all the future
despots of human history. Sadly, if that is the intent, it is a message rarely
heeded. After Napoleon’s Russian campaign debacle, he was deposed
and exiled to Elba, an island off the coast of Italy. But rather than
disappearing into obscurity, after just 11 months he escaped back to
France where he reestablished control for a period known as the
Hundred Days, which inevitably ended in a humiliating military defeat by
the British-led army in Waterloo. Napoleon had learnt no lessons, and he
never admitted to any of his mistakes.

But the Torah is not addressing Napoleon Bonaparte - rather, the
message is aimed squarely at you and me: ordinary folk struggling with
the day-to-day challenges of human existence. Pharaoh is the paradigm
of human folly. He is the poster child of hubris and arrogance, and the
devastation that such characteristics can cause. Like Pharaoh, we all have
the power to shut down the plagues that affect us, most of which are
self-inflicted. Instead, we act stubbornly, or we tactically deflect the
plagues, only to see them return with renewed force.

True power comes from admitting mistakes and being strong enough to
know that we are not always right. Only this is a specialty worth
cherishing.

Wishing you Shabbat Shalom and a wonderful week ahead,

Rabbi Pini Dunner

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21
8:30 am GEMARA SHIUR
9:15 am SHACHARIT

5:00 pm MINCHA

5:50 pm MAARIV

5:53 pm SHABBAT ENDS

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20
4:54pm CANDLELIGHTING

4:55pm SERVICES
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WEEKDAY DAVENING THANK YOU

This weeks Seudah Shlishit is sponsored

Sun 8:00am 5:00pm o
Mon-Thu 7:00am 5:00pm by Benny and Shahla Zaghi in memory of
Fri 7:00am 5:05pm Benny's father, Rahman ben Yehudah z"l,

Rosh Chodesh is Monday whose yahrtzeit is on the 2nd of Shevat.
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Many thanks to those who
attended our Book Group and
contributed to our stimulating

and educational discussion!

Special thank you to Vivian
Dorfman for hosting!

Save the Date!
Shiur with Rabbi Ari Kahn

A senior lecturer in Jewish Studies
at Bar-llan University

An inspiring and phenomenal
speaker!

Tuesday, February 7th 7:00 pm
More details coming soon!
Keep Calm and
Hamantaschen On!
Purim comes early this year.
Stay tuned for this year’s
Mishloach Manot registration!
Shabbat Shalom and
Chodesh Tov,

Cecile & Ruthie

Sisterhood Co-Presidents

Albert Azouz
Abraham ben Isaac z"|
Father of
David Azouz
Yahrtzeit - 2 Shevat

Sherman Broidy
Shaya Getzel z"|
Father of
Elliott Broidy
Yahrtzeit - 2 Shevat

Bernat Block
Menachem Dov ben
Itzchak Aryeh z"|
Father of
Eva Feldberg
Yahrtzeit - 5 Shevat

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

Robert Tencer
Julia Greenspan
Marilyn Sohacheski
David Sostchen
Daniel Gromis
June Brenner
Avrumie Schnitzer
Scarlett Ruimy
llan Teboul

Paul Feder z'l

Gemara Shiur
170 WAL 12 119K oo 1"V

Join Rabbi Dunner for his
Gemara Shiur on Shabbat
and Yom Tov 45 minutes
before Shachariit

%W Anniversary
Paul & Emma
Almond
Michael & Sharon
Welner

Next week's Parsha Shiur
is Sponsored by
Ed & Cecile Gromis
in memory of Ed's
mother,

Chana Gromis,
Chana bat Moshe
Yehudah a"h,
whose yahrtzeit is on the
7th of Shevat

STEVEN & VIVIAN DORFMAN
KEILIM MIKVAH

The Keilim Mikvah is now open for use.
You can buzz-in for access via the
intercom at the entrance to the garage,
during weekday office hours. It is
customary to give tzedakah before doing
to mitzvah of tovelling Keilim. You can
give a donation directly to the keilim
mikvah by visiting

beverlyhillssynagogue.org/keilim
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SAVE
THE DATE

( TUESDAY FEBRUARY 7TH AT 7PM )

MORE DETAILS COMING SOON
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WELCOMIES

Yaakov
Katz

Editor in Chief,

Jerusalem Post

Shabbat 11th March 2023
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Yaakov Katz is Editor-in-Chief of The Jerusalem Post and author of “Shadow Strike -
Inside Israel’s Secret Mission to Eliminate Syrian Nuclear Power”, which tells the
inside story behind Israel’s bombing of a nuclear reactor in Syria in 2007.

Katz is also the co-author of "Weapon Wizards - How Israel Became a High-Tech
Military Superpower" and “Israel vs. Iran: The Shadow War”. “Weapon Wizards” has
been published in English, Hebrew, Czech, Polish and Chinese.

Katz served for close to a decade as the paper's military reporter and defense

analyst and was a faculty member and lecturer at Harvard University where he

taught an advanced course in journalism. He also served as correspondent for
Jane’s Defence Weekly in Israel for five years.

= Prior to taking up the role of Editor-in-Chief, Katz served for two years as a senior
policy adviser to Israel’s Minister of Economy and Minister of Diaspora Affairs.
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