
Dear Members and Friends,
Those who regain their sight after having been blind for 
many years are usually overwhelmed by their renewed 
ability to see ? but the impact of their regained sight is 
not always as positive as they hoped for. The GPS 
entrepreneur Mike May, who lost his sight at the age of 
three after a jar of chemicals exploded in his face, had his 

sight restored in 2000 via a pioneering stem cell procedure. He was 46 
years old, and had been unable to see for over 40 years. 
A study published three years after the operation revealed that although 
May could see colors, motion, and some simple two-dimensional shapes, 
he was incapable of more complex visual processing. Sadly, since the 
study was published, nothing much has changed ? and, as he told 
researchers, he has taught himself to use his other senses to compensate 
for his underperforming visual abilities. 
Ione Fine, a UW associate professor of psychology, was one of the 
authors of the study, and she has written extensively on blind people 
whose sight has been restored later in life. ?We know very little about 
what happens in their brains during that period [of blindness],? she 
explains, ?and that is going to be one of the fundamental questions going 
forward ?  what happens [to the brain] when the lights are turned off, 
and what happens when you turn them back on??
I have been thinking a lot about Mike May this week. Since the October 
7th massacre by Hamas terrorists in Southern Israel exploded onto the 
world?s consciousness, it occurred to me that everyone?s sight has been 
restored ? but for most people, it seems as if their previous long-term 
blindness has impeded their ability to see what is in plain sight, even 
though their sight is restored. The lights may have been turned on, but 
the ability for complex visual processing has clearly not returned.
Which is why, when a Palestinian rocket intended for Israeli civilians 
landed on a Gaza hospital parking lot instead, the New York Times ? 
which is fully aware that Hamas-controlled Gaza is unlikely to be reliable 
for information purposes ? published their story under the headline: 
?Israeli Strike Kills Hundreds in Hospital ? At Least 500 Dead?. The headline 
was a lie, as was the inflated number of victims ? both fed to the Times by 
Hamas. Other media outlets also jumped onto the ?Israeli atrocity? 
bandwagon, with similarly inaccurate headlines, and the story was all but 
confirmed. 
The truth of what actually happened was revealed soon enough, with 
both video and audio evidence to back it up ? but it was too late. The 
Arab world, along with countless pro-Palestinian useful idiots in the 
Western world, erupted with fury, resulting in the planned meeting 
between President Biden and Arab leaders in Jordan being canceled. 
And even now, notwithstanding irrefutable evidence of who the real 
culprits were in the dreadful slaughter of civilians at the Gaza hospital, 
media organizations are still reluctant to embrace the truth that is plain 
for all to see. Their eyes might be wide open, but their ability for complex 
visual processing is simply not there.
There is a remarkable passage recited by those who complete a tractate 
of Talmud, as part of the formal prayer of conclusion. ?We give thanks to 
You, God, for having given us a share among those who sit in the study 
hall, and not among those who sit on street corners. We arise early, and 
they arise early ? we arise for words of Torah, and they arise for words of 

emptiness. We work, and they work ? we work and receive a reward, and 
they work and do not receive a reward. We run, and they run ? we run 
towards eternal life, and they run to a pit of desolation.?
I have recited this prayer many times, but it wasn?t until this week that I 
properly understood it. The world is full of people who, on the face of it, 
do exactly the same thing. We all wake up in the morning, we hear the 
news, we talk to people about current affairs, we work, we try to be good 
people and to do what is right ? and then, we call it a day. But there is a 
clear divide. There?s a ?them?, and there?s an ?us?. Those people who are 
?them? go through the motions, as if they know what they are seeing and 
what they are doing. But their reality is not true reality; rather what they 
see is clouded by a lack of perception. They may think they are running 
towards eternal life, but they are actually running towards a pit of 
desolation.
The lie that Israel is an imperialist or colonialist project, imposed on an 
innocent indigenous population by postwar powers as some kind of 
apology to the Jews for the Holocaust, has resulted in the myth that if 
Palestinians agitate and terrorize Israel enough, the Jews will leave ? just 
like the French left Algeria, and the British left India. But nothing could be 
further from the truth. Jews are not a foreign implant into the Land of 
Israel. On the contrary, those who occupied the Land of Israel while the 
Jews were in exile were the foreign implant. Then the Jews came back, 
and now they are there to stay. And to be clear: the more aggressive the 
attempts to get rid of Jews from Israel become, the more the Jews will 
show their determination to stay in the land of their heritage, dreamed of 
and prayed for in every corner of their diaspora for 2,000 years.
It is time for the world to realize that even with their sight renewed, it 
remains impaired and compromised. Mike May openly admits that his 
regained sight is not what it should be. So too, those who continue to 
treat the Jews in Israel as interlopers must accept that their vision is 
marred by years of blindness, which means that their view of the 
situation is prejudiced and wrong.
This week, in synagogues across the world, we will read the story of 
Noah and the Great Flood. Noah?s story contains a powerful lesson about 
the consequences of limited vision in the face of great challenges. While 
Noah?s righteousness saved him and his family from the flood, he 
presided over the utter destruction of humanity. And guess what ? it was 
all due to his limited scope. Had Noah had full vision, he could have 
saved the world. It wasn?t until the arrival of Abraham, a man with a 
broader vision and a far greater understanding of the realities around 
him, that the course of history began to change. 
In our complex world, particularly when grappling with issues like 
Palestinian terrorism, we must remember that addressing these 
challenges often demands a vision that extends beyond a faulty, 
two-dimensional interpretation. Just as Abraham?s vision marked a 
turning point in the biblical narrative, embracing a broader vision for the 
well-being of all w ill lead us towards a better future, where the limitations 
of vision are acknowledged as a handicap. And in a world plagued by 
blurred lines of perception, let us always strive to be the 'us' who, with 
open eyes and a broad vision, work towards a future where truth will 
always prevail over prejudice and lies.
Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom,
Rabbi Pini Dunner
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SATURDAY, OCT 21ST
NO GEMARA SHIUR
9:15 AM SHACHARIT
6:00PM MINCHA
6:50 PM MAARIV
6:50 PM SHABBAT ENDS

FRIDAY, OCT 20TH  
5:55 PM CANDLELIGHTING
6:00 PM KABBALAT SHABBAT

WEEKDAY DAVENING
Sun           8:00am  6:00pm
Mon-Thu  7:00am 6:00pm
Fri            7:00am  5:50pm
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In these challenging times, we would 
like to encourage everyone to not 
only suppor t the Sisterhood but to 

continue suppor ting any 
organization you are comfor table 

with, for our brothers and sisters in 
Israel. Am Yisrael Chai! 

Additionally, the Sisterhood is 
initiating a daily Tehillim text 
message. We welcome your 

par ticipation. 
More Sisterhood programming is in 

the works. Shabbat Shalom!

Gerald Silver
Yaacov ben Shmuel David z"l

Father of
David Silver

Yahrtzeit - 11 Cheshvan
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