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Dear Members and Friends,

Over the past week, the unfolding of the Jenin
? operation has sparked concerns about potential
i violence near Israel’s populated areas. Thanfully, the IDF
LS achieved an exceptional level of success, accompanied
by a unusually low casualty rate. Official reports indicate
9 that out of the 12 Palestinians killed and the 20 severely
injured, none were civilians. Each individual was found
to be armed or carrying explosives. Consequently, Israel faced relatively
mild condemnations, even from countries like Turkey, Jordan, and the
United Arab Emirates. Surprisingly, considering the current political and
diplomatic climate, official sources in Washington endorsed the
operation. Even more remarkably, Palestinian factions in the West Bank
and Gaza have so far shown relative indifference — simply paying
lip-service to their ideological antipathy for Israel.

The IDF has attributed this success to several factors — with the
exceptional professionalism of the soldiers deployed to Jenin at their
forefront. Many of these soldiers are part of specialized and highly
trained units — such as Maglan, Duvdevan, and Ergoz. They were
accompanied by troops from the Paratrooper Brigade and the Kfir
Brigade, who possess prior operational experience in Jenin'’s terrorist
hotbeds. Most importantly, the operation was executed with precision
and strict control to prevent the escalation of violence.

These experienced IDF soldiers — sadly including David Yehuda Yitzhak,
who was unfortunately killed during the withdrawal from Jenin —
received explicit instructions to adhere strictly to the mission's
objectives. As a senior IDF official emphasized during a media briefing,
ethical conduct and avoiding harm to innocent civilians were
paramount — considered critical in achieving the mission’s goals.

The operation involved meticulous planning, and the coordination of
over 15 preemptory airstrikes utilizing drones. And although the
ground mission has now concluded, the drones continue to be
deployed over Jenin, fully prepared for any further developments. The
remarkable success of the ground mission has also been attributed to
the capabilities of these drones and other associated aerial technology
- the utilization of advanced marking and identification technologies
accurately identified safe passages for ground forces, and distinguished
between armed terrorists and innocent civilians.

The bottom line: Israel wants to minimize civilian casualties and is
focused on creating circumstances that take out or neutralize the “bad
guys” without resorting to the “scorched earth” tactics that has been
the tactical MO for military planners since time immemorial. Throughout
its 75-year history, Israel has maintained an unwavering commitment to
minimizing collateral damage and safeguarding civilian lives during
military operations, even when faced with challenging circumstances.
With a profound regard for the value and sanctity of human life, Israeli
military planners have consistently pursued precise and targeted
strategies.

Through painstaking intelligence gathering and the utilization of the
latest technological capabilities, Israel's armed forces have always
sought to mitigate the impact on innocent civilians while effectively
countering security threats, which are often existential for Israel. This
commitment is deeply rooted in both ethical considerations and the
understanding that a sustainable and secure future necessitates the
creation of a safe and trusting environment for all individuals,
regardless of their background.
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Time and again, Israel’s approach has exemplified a profound respect
for human rights and a steadfast dedication to upholding international
legal standards. In doing so, Israel has set a commendable precedent
for responsible military conduct when confronted with complex
challenges.

Israel’s commitment to minimizing collateral damage and protecting
civilian lives has at times necessitated the implementation of
shock-and-awe military interventions. The pre-emptive strikes against
Egyptian air bases in 1967, which were carried out to neutralize the
threat of imminent aggression, is one notable example. Unfortunately,
there have been instances when holding back from decisive action has
resulted in tragic consequences, as seen in the Yom Kippur War of
1973, the fiftieth anniversary of which we will commemorate in a few
months. Golda Meir, then Prime Minister of Israel, chose not to attack
Egypt despite clear indications of an impending assault, and the loss of
life that resulted from her decision was substantial — highlighting the
potential ramifications of cautious restraint. These historical events serve
as poignant reminders that striking a delicate balance between
preserving civilian lives and ensuring national security is a complex and
often challenging endeavor.

Kneejerk condemnations to the Jenin operation — such as the one from
Iranian foreign ministry spokesperson, Nasser Kanaani, who called it a
“reckless crime and a prominent measure of state terrorism” — fail to
acknowledge that by lancing a boil, even if it causes pain, the greater
good is served, and long-term stability is assured. Unlike the wholesale
slaughter that accompanies military operations executed by most other
countries — as we are currently witnessing in the senseless violence and
loss of life in the war being waged by Russia against Ukraine — Israel’s
primary objective is to minimize loss of life, even if loss of life is involved.
It is the paradox of military operations that carefully calibrated violence
is the surest way to avoid wholesale violence, that all agree would be
much worse.

Israel’s approach to minimizing the loss of human life, even at the
expense of some lives, has a parallel in the biblical account of Pinchas
(Num. 25). Pinchas took drastic action when he killed Zimri, a prince of
the tribe of Simeon, and Cozbi, a Midianite princess with whom Zimri
was cavorting publicly. Their assassination ended the plague that had
been generated by the immoral behavior they personified, but which
their death brought to a sudden halt. While Pinchas” act was
undoubtedly violent, it served the purpose of preventing further
unnecessary deaths. And in recognition of his actions, God granted
Pinchas a covenant of peace.

Peace is not always synonymous with a complete cessation of violence;
rather, it prevents excessive violence. In an imperfect and complex
world, it is essential to navigate through messy circumstances with the
aim of minimizing chaos and harm. While ideal scenarios of absolute
tranquility may ultimately be unattainable, the pursuit of peace lies in
the diligent effort to mitigate conflicts and reduce unnecessary
suffering. Striving for peaceful resolutions requires a nuanced
understanding that sometimes difficult choices must be made to
prevent greater violence or chaos. The objective must always be the
minimization of disruption and harm, taking into account the intricate
and imperfect realities of our world..

Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom, and a great week ahead,
Rabbi Pini Dunner

office@yinbh.org

SATURDAY, JULY 8

8:30 am GEMARA SHIUR
9:15 am SHACHARIT
7:35 pm PIRKEI AVOT SHIUR | Fri
8:00 pm MINCHA

8:50 pm MAARIV

8:52 pm SHABBAT ENDS

FRIDAY, JULY 7
ii 7:49pm CANDLELIGHTING

6:30pm KABBALAT SHABBAT

Sun

WEEKDAY DAVENING

Mon-Thu

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

We are looking forward to welcoming you
back for the year 5784.

All members should have received an email
inviting them to renew their membership
online. If you have any questions or need

any help, please contact the office.

8:00am 7:50pm
7:00am 7:50pm
7:00am 6:30pm
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An evening of challah braiding with
inspiration for the New Year 5784.

Thursday August 31st
Sign up at yinbh.org/challah

Celebrate Tu B'Av with us on
Shabbos August Sth.

Watch Out for the upcoming book launch
of Hearts & Minds Il in September.

 Valgtzeils

Dovid Oved Sochaczewski
Dovid Oved ben Dov z"l
Father of
Jaime Sohacheski
Yahrtzeit - 22 Tammuz

Rabbi Morton A. Wallack
HaRav Moshe Ben Ze'ev 2"l
Father of
J) Wallack
Yahrtzeit - 23 Tammuz

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Patrick Hodara
Michelle Schefres
Jesse Yamin
Devrah Ross
Rosalyn Rothman

COMIENG SOOL

Hearts & Minds II
An Original Look at
& Jewish Festivals

& Significant
Jewish Dates
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By Rabbi Pini Dunner
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NEW! “

Children’s Play Area

Open During Kiddush

Toys, Books, Games and
Activities during Kiddush
for Kids!

NOTES FOR PARENTS:

¢ Children must be supervised at all times
¢ The Balcony and Risers are off-limits
+No Playing Under the Tables

¢ No Running (Throughout the
Rest of the Building)

X X% %

Please Return All the
Toys to their Containers
before you leave

YINBH SISTERHOOD

Regina Korbatov
Rachel a"h
Mother of

Igor Korbatov
Yahrtzeit - 23 Tammuz

Isadore Levin
Yitzchok ben Aharon
David halevi z"|
Father of
Dr. William Levin
Diana Hirt
Yahrtzeit - 25 Tammuz

STEVEN & VIVIAN
DORFMAN
KEILIM MIKVAH

STEVEN & VIV :\' DORFMAN
o KEILIM [[[.CVAH

The Keilim Mikvah is open for
use. You can buzz-in for
access via the intercom at the
entrance to the garage, during
weekday office hours. Itis
customary to give tzedakah
before doing to mitzvah of
tovelling Keilim. You can give
a donation directly to the
keilim mikvah by visiting
yinbh.org/keilim

Mambarsnip
Renaweal 5764

All current members are invited
to renew their membership for
the upcoming year 5784.
Please visit yinbh.org/renewal

You can also call the office at
310-276-7650 or email
office@yinbh.org.

Once you renew your
membership, please reserve
your seats for the High
Holidays at yinbh.org/seats

Order your Arba Minim directly
from the shul. Order by
September 21st.

Place Names in the Yizkor
Booklet. Submit by September
11th.

Sign up your children or
grandchildren for youth groups
during High Holiday Services

Beverlyhillssynagogue.org
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Happy
finniversary

Seymour &
Ghace Stoll
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Challah braiding with
inspiration for the new year.
Women of all ages welcome.

Light Refreshments served.

Register at yinbh.or

S54 per person * S18 under 25
Sponsorships start at S180
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TISHA B'AV FIL
SCREENING

99% of those who carried out the murders WEDNESDAY,
in the Holocaust were never prosecuted * JULY 26TH

They were never even questioned. Why?
Sl & g 6:00pm Mincha

7:59pm Fast Begins

8:10pm Mincha/Maariv,
followed by Megillat
Eicha

THURSDAY,
JULY 27TH
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4:45pm Film Screening:
Getting Away with
Murder(s)

7:45pm Mincha/Maariv
with tefillin & leining

8:33pm Fast Ends

Nol7 of the 50 Best Films of 2021 in the UK

THE HIGHEST RATED DOCUMENTARY ON THE LIST

P at
BEVERLYHILLSSYN u\__ )GUE.ORG/TISHABAV

9261 Alden DriveBeverly Hills, CA 90210 ¢ 310-276-7650 office@yinbh.org
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