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Our synagogue’s highest priority is caring for one another and protecting the health and

safety of all, to the best of our ability. These updated guidelines for Shabbat services

reflect these priorities, and are intended to minimize risks.

In order to maximize the safety of our congregants, their guests, our clergy and staff,

Scarsdale Synagogue is closely following all State of New York mandates and Centers for

Disease Control guidelines, and these form the basis for the synagogue’s Shabbat

Services Covid-19 Policy.

At this time, the Scarsdale Synagogue’s Board of Trustees, with guidance from our

Reopening Task Force, has determined that Shabbat services may take place outdoors at

Scarsdale Synagogue for a limited number of guests/participants (details below). The

Rabbi and Cantor will be present in-person, unless the then current New York State

protocols otherwise preclude in-person gatherings as outlined in this Policy. However,

the synagogue will continue to use Zoom as the platform to include other

guests/participants not in attendance.

Please understand that Scarsdale Synagogue cannot guarantee an environment free

from possible exposure to COVID-19, nor can we eliminate the risk of any individual

being infected with the virus at a synagogue event. This is especially true when singing is

involved, especially for those who have not been vaccinated and/or are at high-risk.

Accordingly, those who are not vaccinated – either by choice, due to their age, being

immune-compromised or having other underlying health reasons – may desire to

more fully protect themselves by attending services via Zoom.

For those who are not vaccinated and are eligible to be vaccinated, we strongly

encourage you to get vaccinated as soon as possible.

If a non-vaccinated person does attend services in person, including young children,

the synagogue requires that person to be respectful of others by wearing a mask and

practicing social distancing.

While we understand that the vast majority of our congregants, staff and all of the clergy

are fully vaccinated, some will continue to wear face-coverings. We support their

personal position on this matter.

Outdoor Shabbat services procedures are as follows:

Congregants and guests are encouraged to “pre-register”. Please register online by

visiting www.sstte.org and clicking the grey button on our home page that reads

“Register Here for In-Person Shabbat Services” or by calling the synagogue office no

http://www.sstte.org/


later than 12pm on the Wednesday before the service if you plan to attend in person.

There is a limit of 35 participants.

● All attendees will be required to sign a health attestation form (for contact

tracing) upon arrival at services.

● If, within fourteen (14) days prior to a particular service, a congregant or

guest developed symptoms of COVID-19 or tested positive for COVID-19,

and/or knowingly came in contact with someone who developed symptoms

or tested positive for COVID-19, or was under a quarantine order, the entire

household may not attend the services. If this affects anyone who will be in

attendance and feels they should be exempt, i.e., medical personnel, please

contact Temple Administrator Fawn Mendel.

● All non-vaccinated persons are required to wear masks and practice social

distancing by arranging their chairs in “pods” at least 6 feet from others in

attendance (for example, immediate families grouping their chairs

together). Notably, many fully vaccinated persons may also select to

continue to follow this protocol, although they are not required to do so.

● Attendance is limited to 35 individuals (not including the clergy or

synagogue designated usher/Board of Trustees representative). Priority will

be given to yahrzeit, shiva and shloshim families, families celebrating

aufrufs, and b’nai mitzvah families.

● Singing should be kept at a low volume – more like humming along. For

those persons who wish to sing at full volume, the synagogue requests that

they wear masks.

● Additional microphones will be distanced from the Torah reading table for

those called to the Torah for an Aliyah during a service that includes a

Torah reading.

● The synagogue will provide hand sanitizer and encourages its use.

● Individuals will only be allowed to enter the synagogue building to use the

bathroom -- one person at a time, except for those who need the assistance

of another person to join them. Masks are required at all times while inside

the building. The synagogue will provide sanitizing wipes and recommends

that everyone utilize them on the faucet handles and doors prior to and

after touching them. Wandering around the inside of the building is strictly

prohibited.

● If anyone who attends the service tests positive for COVID-19 within 14

days of the service, they must contact Temple Administrator Fawn Mendel

(fawn@sstte.org) immediately.



● The synagogue reserves the right to cancel outdoor gatherings at the last

minute due to a variety of reasons. These may include updated

COVID-related guidance from our Task Force or local/state/federal health

authorities and changing weather conditions that call into question either

the safety of service participants, the ability to use our electronic/computer

equipment or the well-being of our Torah scrolls.

These policies are in effect as of June 1, 2021

and will be revised and changed as needed and

at the discretion of Scarsdale Synagogue.

We may continue to adopt additional restrictions to help protect against the

spread of COVID-19, and will inform you if such new protocols are adopted.


