
Scarsdale Synagogue Temples Tremont and Emanu-El 

Congregational COVID-19 Policy - As of February 2022 

 
These policies are in effect as of February 1, 2022 and will be revised and changed as 

needed and at the discretion of Scarsdale Synagogue.  We may continue to adopt 
additional restrictions to help protect against the spread of COVID-19, and will inform 

you if such new protocols are adopted. 

 

Our synagogue’s highest priority is caring for one another and protecting the health and safety 
of all, to the best of our ability. These updated guidelines for Shabbat Services, B’nai Mitzvah, 
and other events at our facility, reflect these priorities, and are intended to minimize risks.  

In order to maximize the safety of our congregants, their guests, our clergy and staff, Scarsdale 
Synagogue is closely following all State of New York mandates and Centers for Disease Control 
guidelines, and these form the basis for the synagogue’s Congregational Covid-19 Policy. 

At this time, Scarsdale Synagogue’s Board of Trustees, with guidance from our Reopening Task 
Force, has determined that indoor events may take place at Scarsdale Synagogue for a limited 
number of guests/participants (details below) under specific conditions. The synagogue will 
continue to use Zoom as the platform to include other guests/participants (if applicable) not in 
attendance. 

Please understand that Scarsdale Synagogue cannot guarantee an environment free from 
possible exposure to COVID-19, nor can we eliminate the risk of any individual being infected 
with the virus at a synagogue event. This is especially true when singing is involved, especially for 
those who have not been vaccinated and/or are at high-risk. Please consult with your doctor to 
determine if attending an in-person service is safe for you and your unique health needs. If you 
are not able to attend in person, please note that services will be broadcast via Zoom. 

SHABBAT SERVICE PROCEDURES (INDOOR): 

 
1. Vaccinated individuals 12 and over may attend Shabbat Services with proof of 

vaccination. Those 16+ must have proof of booster shot. As of March 6, those 12+ must 
also show proof of booster. You can either send in a copy of your vaccination card to the 
office by mail or email it to fawn@sstte.org. Please note: attendees age 12 and older 
who have not submitted proof of vaccination will not be permitted to attend, regardless 
of PCR status. ***For those who are not vaccinated and are eligible to be vaccinated, 
we strongly encourage you to get vaccinated as soon as possible. Anyone who cannot 
attend a service because of vaccination status or for other reasons can join us by zoom.  

 

mailto:fawn@sstte.org


2. Unvaccinated children under 12 who are members of the congregation may attend. 
Unvaccinated children under 12 who are not members of our congregation must have a 
PCR test within 72 hours of the event and submit proof of negative test results.  

 
3. Everyone in attendance, regardless of vaccine status, must wear a mask over their mouth 

and nose inside the building at all times and practice social distancing by sitting in pods 
with only those in their family.  
 

4. Masks are required – no exceptions. Acceptable masks include N95/KN95/KF94 or double 
masking. If you don’t have a high quality mask, the temple will provide one. 
 

5. Capacity limits: There is a limit of 100 participants in the Sanctuary with all the walls open 
(including the Social Hall and Oneg Room spaces). There is a limit of 20 participants in the 
Hershaft Lounge. These capacity limits are subject to change.      
 

6. Regardless of vaccination and symptom status, if you have had a direct exposure to 
someone with COVID-19 within the last 5 days, please refrain from coming to any in 
person synagogue event unless you have had a negative PCR test within the last 24 hours. 
 

7. An outdoor oneg following the service will consist of individually wrapped food. No 
communal plates of food. No communal coffee service.  Drinks are individual 
cans/bottles.  Food may not be consumed inside the building.  
 

8. If, within fourteen (14) days prior to a particular event, a congregant or guest developed 
symptoms of COVID-19 or tested positive for COVID-19, and/or knowingly came in contact 
with someone who developed symptoms or tested positive for COVID-19, or was under a 
quarantine order, the entire household may not attend the service.  If this affects anyone 
who will be in attendance and feels they should be exempt, i.e., medical personnel, the 
affected person must contact Executive Director Fawn Mendel (fawn@sstte.org) in 
advance of attendance. 
 

9. The synagogue will provide hand sanitizer and encourages its use. 
 

10. If anyone who attends an event in the temple tests positive for COVID-19 within 14 days 
of the service, they must contact Executive Director Fawn Mendel (fawn@sstte.org) 
immediately. 

 

B’NAI MITZVAH PROCEDURES (INDOOR): 

1. Vaccinated individuals 12 and over may attend with proof of vaccination. Those 16+ must 
have proof of booster shot. As of March 6, those 12+ must also show proof of booster. 
Please note: attendees age 12 and older who have not submitted proof of vaccination will 
not be permitted to attend, regardless of PCR status. ***For those who are not 



vaccinated and are eligible to be vaccinated, we strongly encourage you to get 
vaccinated as soon as possible. Anyone who cannot attend a service because of 
vaccination status or for other reasons can join us by zoom.  
 

2. Unvaccinated children under 12 who are members of the congregation may attend 
without a PCR test. Anyone under the age of 12 who is not a member of our 
congregation must have a PCR test within 72 hours of the event and submit proof of 
negative test results.  
 

3. Bar/Bat Mitzvah families are responsible for collecting proof of vaccination for all of 
their guests and sharing it with the Executive Director. Please provide the office with a 
detailed seating chart for those in attendance, including who will be seated together and 
a list of all attendees who have provided a vaccination card to you. Anyone who will need 
a PCR test within 72 hours of the service should bring proof of negative test results to the 
synagogue on the day of the event.  
 

4. Everyone in attendance, regardless of vaccine status, must wear a mask over their mouth 
and nose inside the building at all times and practice social distancing by sitting in pods 
with only those in their family.  
 

5. Masks are required – no exceptions. Acceptable masks include N95/KN95/KF94 or double 
masking. If you don’t have a high quality mask, the temple will provide one. 
 

6. Everyone else will be required to wear a mask even when reading or chanting in front of 
the congregation.  
 

7. Capacity limits: There is a limit of 100 participants in the Sanctuary with all the walls open 
(including the Social Hall and Oneg Room spaces). This number does not include clergy 
and temple staff. There is a limit of 20 participants in the Hershaft Lounge. These capacity 
limits are subject to change.  
 

8. No one may come to the service if they are sick or have been exposed to COVID-
19. Regardless of vaccination and symptom status, if you have had a direct exposure to 
someone with COVID-19 within the last 5 days, please refrain from coming to any in 
person synagogue event unless you have had a negative PCR test within the last 24 hours. 
 

9. Photos are allowed inside the sanctuary -- unmasked -- only AFTER the service is over and 
everyone else has left the sanctuary. We can also accommodate photos on a Thursday 
afternoon by appointment. Photos can also be taken before the service either outdoors 
or in our Social Hall.  
 

10. An oneg following the service may only take place outdoors and will consist of individually 
wrapped food. No communal plates of food. No communal coffee service.  Drinks are 



individual cans/bottles. Food trucks outside the building are allowed. If you would like to 
plan a party, please reach out to Executive Director Fawn Mendel to discuss safe 
possibilities.  
 

11. If, within fourteen (14) days prior to a particular event, a congregant or guest developed 
symptoms of COVID-19 or tested positive for COVID-19, and/or knowingly came in contact 
with someone who developed symptoms or tested positive for COVID-19, or was under a 
quarantine order, the entire household may not attend the service.  If this affects anyone 
who will be in attendance and feels they should be exempt, i.e., medical personnel, the 
affected person must contact Executive Director Fawn Mendel (fawn@sstte.org) in 
advance of attendance. 
 

12. The synagogue will provide hand sanitizer and encourages its use. 
 

13. If anyone who attends an event in the temple tests positive for COVID-19 within 14 days 
of the service, they must contact Executive Director Fawn Mendel (fawn@sstte.org) 
immediately. All guests must agree and understand that contact tracing will occur if the 
service results in infections. 

 

OTHER EVENTS (INDOOR): 

 
1. Vaccinated individuals 12 and over may attend with proof of vaccination. Those 16+ 

must have proof of booster shot. As of March 6, those 12+ must also show proof of 
booster.  

 
2. Unvaccinated children under 12 who are members of the congregation may attend. 

Anyone under the age of 12 who is not a member of our congregation must have a PCR 
test within 72 hours of the event and submit proof of negative test results.  
 

3. Attendees age 12 and older who have not submitted proof of vaccination will not be 
permitted to attend, regardless of PCR status. 
 

4. The host family (if applicable) is responsible for collecting vaccination cards, PCR test 
results and providing a list of all attendees to the temple office. 
 

5. Everyone in attendance, regardless of vaccine status, must wear a mask over their 
mouth and nose inside the building at all times and practice social distancing by sitting 
in pods with only those in their family.  
 

6. Capacity limits are 100 participants in the Sanctuary with all the walls open (including 
the Social Hall and Oneg Room spaces).  
 



7. No one may come to the service if they are sick or have been exposed to COVID-
19. Regardless of vaccination and symptom status, if you have had a direct exposure to 
someone with COVID-19 within the last 5 days, please refrain from coming to any in 
person synagogue event unless you have had a negative PCR test within the last 24 
hours.  
 

8. Photos are allowed inside -- unmasked -- only AFTER the event is over and everyone else 
has left the space. 
 

9. An oneg following the service may only take place outdoors and will consist of 
individually wrapped food. No communal plates of food. No communal coffee 
service.  Drinks are individual cans/bottles. Food trucks outside the building are allowed. 
If you would like to plan a party, please reach out to Executive Director Fawn Mendel to 
discuss safe possibilities.  

The synagogue reserves the right to cancel indoor services at the last minute due to a variety 
of reasons. These may include updated COVID-related guidance from our Task Force or 
local/state/federal health authorities or any health related concern regarding the 
clergy/staff.  


