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WOMEN OF REFORM JUDAISM 
NORTHEAST DISTRICT

“Celebrating Our Stories”
We are the narrators of our own stories, seeking to unveil lost family histories, building relationships, creating experiences that perpetuate our legacies, embracing adventure, and making sense of the events of our everyday lives. At times we are the recipients of a narrative already written, or are bystanders to the main events. But sometimes we are the heroines, called upon to face challenges, and craft those narratives that may be shared and retold in our own time, and cherished in memory.

As we enter the final season of an extraordinary year, we have been given more opportunities than our schedules usually afford us to reflect and re-envision our stories.  We have recreated the telling of our history with new practices, and imagined possibilities for the future.  In sorting through boxes of old photos and papers, we’ve recalled other times, other people, and the stories they reveal. As a result, at a time when so much has been taken from us, we might have rediscovered ourselves. 
This year, when the women of the Northeast District join together with guests from throughout North America in a virtual celebration of our faith, our strength, and our commitment, we will have the opportunity to share the narratives of our identities. Our keynote speaker, author and professor Pamela Nadell, will open the convention with a discussion of American Jewish women who have left an enduring legacy. Throughout Friday afternoon and all day Saturday, talented and notable women will present a schedule of workshops focusing on our greatest skills and challenges, and will lead plenaries highlighting the evolving growth of Women of Reform Judaism. Shabbat services and study will celebrate the stories and music with which we’re familiar, while our social action and YES Fund projects will reveal ways in which we might engage in the future. On Saturday afternoon, we’ll install our new Executive Committee, who have already accomplished much as individuals and are prepared to do much more collaboratively as we continue writing the story of Women of Reform Judaism, begun over a hundred years ago.
The story belongs to all of us, because it inspires and ignites our enthusiasm for all the opportunities that are before us as leaders, as Jewish women, as committed members of our communities. As such, we present this year’s convention as one that is open to all who are a part of this story, so that each of us may be inspired by a renewed sense of purpose and optimism. Our generous sponsors and fundraising efforts have made it possible to offer all  the events of the Northeast District’s 2020 Convention at no charge to those who register.
Please join us; though there are no costs to attend the convention, there is much to be gained. The door is open to opportunity and learning, sharing and networking.  And through it all, we shall be celebrating our stories.
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