
Friends:

We are writing to announce some important changes to our Congregational Covid
Policy. In consulting with our Reopening Task Force, this policy is effective as of August
1, 2022 and will likely be in effect for our High Holy Days:

EVENT/SERVICE COVID-19 PROCEDURES:

1. Vaccinations and up to date boosters are strongly encouraged. For those who
are not up to date with their vaccinations and booster shots, we highly advise you to get
fully vaccinated as soon as possible.

2. Unvaccinated attendees at indoor events must wear masks at all times inside the
building.

3. Regardless of vaccination status, masks are highly recommended inside the
building.

4. Regardless of vaccination and symptom status, if you have had a direct exposure
to someone with COVID-19 within the last 5 days, you must wear a high quality mask
for 5 days from the date of exposure.

5. If you are feeling unwell, (even if you test negative for COVID-19), please do not
attend any events/services at the Synagogue (indoor or outdoor).

6. If you test positive for COVID-19, you must quarantine for 5 days from the date of
your positive test (positive test=day zero) or 5 days from the first day of your symptoms.
Day 6-10, you may attend events at the temple, but you must wear a KN-95 or an N-95
mask at all times. You must be symptom-free and have been fever-free for 72 hours
upon return.

7. Service leaders (including B’nai Mitzvah students) and musicians must take a
home test on the morning of the event if they plan to unmask; otherwise, they must
keep a mask on while leading the service.

8. The synagogue will provide hand sanitizer and encourages its use.

9. If anyone who attends an event in the temple tests positive for COVID-19 within 3
days of being at the synagogue, please contact Executive Director Fawn Mendel
(fawn@sstte.org) immediately.

The synagogue reserves the right to cancel indoor services at the last minute
due to a variety of reasons. These may include updated COVID-related guidance



from our Task Force or local/state/federal health authorities or any health related
concern regarding the clergy/staff.

In making these changes, we acknowledge that each of us will have our own mix of
emotions around these new policies. As a synagogue community, we support both the
choices each person makes to care for their own health, and their desire to take the
precautions that help them feel comfortable and safe in our sacred spaces. We expect
our respect for one another will be our guide. In terms of preferred distancing when in
conversation, or other requests, we trust that individuals will be courteous to those who
may have a different (more guarded, or more open) approach than your own so that no
one will feel self-conscious about the choices they make. Zoom options remain
available for those who don’t feel comfortable being in person.

Thank you to everyone who helped to keep our congregation safe through all of the ups
and downs of this virus. We look forward to celebrating these small steps towards
normalcy together as a sacred community.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to me at
fawn@sstte.org or by calling the temple office at 914-725-5175.

Warmly,

Fawn Mendel
Executive Director
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