
  

 

 

February Shofar 
5784 2024 

Temple Sinai 

 Where Judaism Blooms in the Desert 

 

Have You Been on a Nature Walk with Brotherhood Yet? 

Come and take a walk at Prescott Preserve in the Heart of       
Palm Springs 

Postponed to Sunday, February 25 at 10:00 AM 

Led by Dr. James Danoff-Burg, VP of Conservation at the  Living Desert 

All are welcome. 

 

Meet at the parking area on S. Farrell Drive between       
Ramon Road and E Mesquite Avenue in Palm Springs.    

 

Please RSVP to Gordon Kramer at gordeve@aol.com so 
we do not miss you.  
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From the Rabbi 
 
Remember when you said the High Holy Days are    
early or late?  We Jews live our lives on two calen-
dars:  the one that everyone uses (Gregorian) and the 
Jewish calendar.  Like the Gregorian calendar, the    
Jewish calendar, with lunar months and a solar year, 
has to have adjustments made to it so that Jewish      
festivals come at the right time of year.  This year is a 
Leap Year on both calendars.  Which means that      
February will have 29 days and the Jewish calendar 
will add a whole month, the month of Adar, with Second Adar following. 
 
The Jewish calendar runs on a cycle of 19 years.  In this cycle seven out of 
the 19 years add an extra month of Adar.  Our current year 5784 is such a 
leap year.  Adar Aleph (one) begins February 10th and Adar Bet begins on 
March 11th.   
 
Adar always features Purim except in a leap year when Purim moves to Adar 
Bet.  On years when there is only one Adar, yartzheits are observed for 
those who have died in Adar Aleph or Bet.  Likewise when there are two 
months of Adar the yartzheit is observed corresponding to the time of loss. 
 
The bottom line for the Jewish calendar:  our festivals are right on 
time!  Chodesh Tov—happy leap month.   
 

Rabbi David Novak 

Our own rabbinic student, Adina Lawson, will be taking the 

lead on Shabbat worship on Friday, February 23 and Saturday, 

February 24. 

Rabbi Novak will be kvelling by her side. 
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WITH GRATITUDE FOR OUR         
2023-2024 PATRONS 

Platinum Patron  

Barry Kaiman & Toni Victor 

Glynne & Ann Miller 

Ruby Patron  

Bill & Joanne Chunowitz 

Joel & Leslie Hirschberg 

Jack & Mitzie Olshansky 

Alicia & Ruben Rodriguez 

Paul & Carrie Stone 

Gold Patron  

Rabbi Ruth Adar 

Sandie Eichberg 

Len & Nancy Foster 

James & Jessica Greene 

Lois Johnson 

Gladys Layne 

Antonio Marin 

Mike & Bobby Sacks 

Nancy Singer 

Silver Patron  

Janet Ball 

Michael & Marcia Berk 

Richard & Judith Brickman 

James & Peggy Greenbaum 

Rod & Sharon Hill 

Bernard & Judy Kotkin 

Gordon & Eve Kramer 

Rachell & Omar Quinones 

Rick & Marcia Stein 

Howard & Linda Vogel 

Samuel & Susan Winett 

Richard Wortman & David Schreiber 

Bronze Patron  

Erika Altobelli 

Fred Fabricant 

Reesa Manning 

David Pollart 

Pearl Patron 

Robert & Carole Adelstein 

Steve & Evelyn Alden 

Ron & Barbara Borden 

Ann & Jim Loeb 

In Recognition of the Boards of Temple Sinai,                   
Brotherhood and Women of Sinai 

 

 

Temple Board of Directors 

President 

V.P., House & Grounds 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past President 

Membership Chair 

Social Action Chair 

Ambassador 

Special Projects 

Emergency Preparedness 

Legal & Insurance 

Women of Sinai 

Brotherhood 

Nancy Singer 

Joseph Weiss 

 Ann Loeb 

Susan Jaspan 

Jack Olshansky 

Howard Vogel 

Ann Miller 

Micki Greenspan 

Michael Sonduck 

Marlene Lynn 

Barry Kaiman 

Sandie Eichberg 

Jeff Schiffris 

Women of Sinai 

President 

V.P./Treasurer 

Secretary 

Program Chair 

Membership Co-Chairs 

 

Fundraising Chair 

At Large 

Sandie Eichberg 

Ilene Harris 

Anne Kaplan 

Betty Denebeim 

Andra Ready 

Judy Brickman 

Sharyn McKee 

Nancy Foster, Resa Fremed,   
Karol Gordon, Micki Green-
span, Eileen Krause, Gloria 
Rudetsky 

Brotherhood 

President 

Vice President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

Membership Chair 

At Large 

Jeff Schiffris 

Joseph Weiss 

Saul Jacobs 

Gordon Kramer 

Gary Kreger 

Sid Schwartz,  

James Danoff-Burg 

Advisor to the Board      Fred Fabricant 
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From the President 
 
The month of January flew by in a flash.  I want to thank Micki Greenspan 
for preparing the Pre-Oneg food while I was sick.  I want to thank Marlene 
Lynn for her outstanding presentation on emergency preparedness and 
for handling our sound system at erev Shabbat services.  I want to thank 
the Brotherhood and Women of Sinai for their great events this past 
month and for their donations to our General Fund.  I want to thank those 
who sponsored Pre-Onegs and bought bricks.  I want to welcome the new 
members who joined in January (Matthew Fagan, Juan Moriel, Betsey   
Peters-Epstein, Betsy Segal). 
 
Now on to February and looking ahead…………… 
 
Plan to join us for another fun-filled evening of Bingo on Wednesday,  
February 7.  We have wine, coffee, snacks and a lot of laughter and prizes too. 
 
Brotherhood is sponsoring an evening of line-dancing on Thursday, February 22.  And the next day, 
Women of Sinai is having a luncheon, this time with the featured speaker being our own James      
Danoff-Burg, who is a Vice-President of the Living Desert.  That same weekend, on Sunday, February 
25, we will host another bagel morning with the screening of “Last Flight Home”, a documentary 
about end of life decisions in California followed by a panel including Stewart Fleishman and Rabbi 
Suzanne Singer.  These special events are in addition to Rabbi’s weekly classes on “Torah in Transla-
tion” and studying the various Psalms. 
 
Mark your calendars for big events in March, beginning with Coachella Valley Giving Day on Tuesday, 
March 5 (go to www.cvgivingday.org and select Temple Sinai to receive your donation), followed the 
next evening with Bingo on Wednesday, March 6.  On Friday, March 8, we will have a presentation 
by the Coachella Valley Volunteers in Medicine plus special guests that evening from the Beth       
Chayim Chadashim congregation in Los Angeles, followed that evening by our first Shabbat dinner 
this year.  Our BIG event in March is our musical gala on Sunday afternoon, March 17 to kick-off our 
year-long celebration of our 50th year.  The gala will feature our Cantorial Soloist Wayne Abravanel 
and our Rabbinic Student Adina Lawson entertaining us with music from Broadway to Hollywood. 
 
We have some really nice ways for you to honor the memory of a loved one or celebrate yours or 
someone else’s simcha by sponsoring a pre-Oneg (for only $75) or by sponsoring a security guard for 
a Shabbat service ($180) or by buying a brick for our front garden ($120).  We welcome your partici-
pation.  Just call Elaine in the office and ask her to set you up for one of these ways to help your   
temple.  
 
Looking very far ahead, we will again celebrate the first night Seder at The Springs Country Club on 
Monday, April 22.  Watch for information. 
 
See you at the Shul. 
 Nancy 

President Nancy Singer 
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 $18 for Sinai Congregants 

 $20 all others 
 

Includes 8 cards plus coffee, desserts & wine 
(BYOB if you want something else to drink) 

Additional cards available for purchase 
Bring your Friends and your daubers 
(We will also have daubers for sale for $1.00 each.) 

 

Temple Sinai presents 

 
 

 
 

Wednesday, February 7 at 6:30 PM 

Join us for an evening of fun & prizes 
Give Us a call (760-568-9699) we’ll save you a seat 
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From the Educator 

 

Shalom Temple Sinai Congregants, Families, and Students, 

On Saturday, January 20
th

, 2024, our Tot Shabbat families and 

toddlers enjoyed learning about the holiday of Tu B’Shevat with 

hands on activities.  They played with planting soil, dipped    

cotton-balls in paint, glued the cotton balls on  trees created 

from paper-towel rolls, and enjoyed dancing to music. 

Tu B’Shevat is a minor holiday with roots that extend back 2,000 

years in Israel when, for tax purposes, it marked the fiscal new 

year for fruit trees. 

Its purpose was to calculate the age of trees for tithing (a tax of 

one tenth of income or produce).  It is not mentioned in the    

Bible. 

On Sunday, January 21
st
, 2024, our Religious School students and families participated in a 

school-wide Tu B’Shevat Seder, learning about Judaism’s agricultural history, Israel’s ancient 

farming economy, our relationship with nature, and our responsibility to environmental 

awareness through application of Jewish values. 

We began our day by learning about the history of Tu B’Shevat and applying what we 

learned to today’s world.  We discussed our commitments to the land and how we can        

incorporate Jewish values, such as Tikkun Olam (repairing the world) and Bal Tashchit (do not 

destroy) to our everyday lives through actions like recycling, using environmentally friendly 

materials, turning off lights when not in use, and more. 

We held a discussion about everyday commodities that are produced from trees.  Some     

examples are: pencils, baseball bats, baskets, chop sticks, paper, books, egg cartons, card-

board boxes, grocery bags, bathroom tissue, furniture, doors, cabinets, flooring, bottle corks, 

mulch, and many more.   

We got the congregation’s first look at the one-and-a-half-

year-old etrog tree (the yellow citron, Citrus Medica, used 

during the holiday of Sukkot as one of the four species) that 

has been re-planted by Elaine and Ben.   

And we planted parsley seeds.  They will sprout and become 

a part of our upcoming Passover celebration. 

Warmly, 

Talia Lizemer-Hawley 

Congregational Educator 

Talia Lizemer, Educator 
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Tot Shabbat and the Religious School Enjoy         
Tu B’Shvat– the Birthday of the Trees 
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GENEROUS DONATIONS 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY 

FUND 
 

IN HONOR OF 

The Speedy Recovery of Gary Bell 

By: Diane Kaplan-Berk 

Shabbat Services 

By: James Gundell 

By: Ron Butler & Karen Ellentuck 

 

YAHRZEIT 

Javier Barrantes 

By: Alicia & Ruben Rodriguez 

Leonard Sandor 

Samuel Sandor 

By: Veronica & Beryl Sandor 

Etta Gold 

By: Beth Frank 

Steven Levander 

By: Sandy Weisenberg 

Carl Soneson 

By: Diane Kaplan-Berk 

 

CANTORIAL MUSIC FUND 
 

YAHRZEIT 

Selma Spondre 

By: Mitzie & Jack Olshansky 

Bertha Rudetsky 

By: Gloria & Ed Rudetsky 

William Victor 

By: Toni Victor & Barry Kaiman 

 

GENERAL FUND 
 

YAHRZEIT 

Charles Fishbein 

By: Doreen Fishbein 

Hal Lowenstein 

By: Judy & Bernard Kotkin 

Henrietta Supowitz 

By: Judy & Richard Brickman  

Ruby Malawsky 

Joseph Shkolnick 

Linda J. Bookin 

By: Renée & Ron Partelow 

Edith Sandor 

By: Veronica & Beryl Sandor 

 

IN HONOR OF 

The Speedy Recovery of Steve Ezer 

By: Nancy Singer 

Temple Security 

By: Martha & Steve Benoff 

Gail & Saul’s 175th Birthday 

By: Elaine Eldred 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

Lee Weinstein 

By: Ann Fishman 

Steven Levander 

By: Sandy Weisenberg 

 

TZEDAKAH 

Mary & Steven Siet 

Diane Kaplan-Berk 

RABBI AVI LEVINE RELIGIOUS 

SCHOOL 
 

YAHRZEIT 

William E. Ready 

By: Andra Ready 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

Thelma Byers 

Dorothy Antflick 

By: Gayle Jacobson 

Andrea Schwartz 

By: Sid Schwartz 

 

TIKKUN OLAM 

YAHRZEIT 

Rita Stein 

By: Francine & Alan Peters 

 

DOROSHOW RELIGIOUS 

SCHOOL FUND 
 

YAHRZEIT 

Eva Doroshow 

Erwin Kaufman 

By: Fran Kaufman 

 

GAIL & SAUL JACOBS FOOD 

DELIVERY FUND 
 

IN HONOR OF 

Gail & Saul’s 175th Birthday 

By: Micki Greenspan 

Have You Purchased a Brick for the Brotherhood Chapel Garden? 

Leave a legacy for the future through the purchase of bricks inscribed 
with personalized messages to honor or memorialize an event or person. 

Call the temple office for more information (760-568-9699). 
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2/2 

Neil Colt 

Joe Weiss 

2/6 

Norman Wine 

2/8 

Estee Gottesman 

2/11 

Linda Pearson 

Fred Fabricant 

2/14 

Glynne Miller 

2/16 

Steven Berger 

2/17  

Robin Marguleas 

Jeff Schiffris 

2/21 

 Mike Cheley 

2/22 

 Mickey Tieffer 

2/23 

Marlene Caudill 

2/24 

James Krause 

Dolly Levy 

2/26 

David Marguleas 

2/27 

Laura Jacobs 

2/28 

Michael Sonduck 

2/29 

Simha Skinner 

Freepik.com 

There are no anniversaries at Temple Sinai this month. 



10 

 

    

Wear casual, comfortable clothing.  Sneakers or tennis shoes are NOT recommended. 

Please include the names of all persons in your party. 

 

Name(s)_______________________________________________________ 

 

Number in party_________Pay by Check____________Total:$___________ 

 

Credit Card #___________________________ Email: __________________ 

 

Expiration:____________     CCV_______________ Phone_______________ 

 

Billing Address___________________________________________________ 

Temple Sinai ~ 73251 Hovley Lane W. ~ Palm Desert, CA 92260 ~ 760-568-9699 

Brotherhood Presents: 

 Dinner & Line Dancing 
Thursday, February 22 at 5:30  PM 

Taught by Line Dance Instructor Extraordinaire Ms. Jennie McJilton  

What is a line dance? 

A choreographed dance in 

which a group of people 

dance along to a repeating 

sequence of steps while 

arranged in one or more 

front-facing rows.  (Think 

Electric Slide to 1992’s 

“Achy Breaky Heart”.) 

Unlike circle or square 

dancing, line dancers are 

not in physical contact 

with each other. 
$20 Per Person 

Chinese buffet dinner 
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WOS Book Club’s February Read: 

A Fall of Marigolds  

by Susan Meissner 

Wednesday, February 21 at 

10:30 AM in the Social Hall 

 

A beautiful scarf connects two 

Manhattan women, touched by 

tragedy, across the decades. 

 

Keep an eye on our website (www.templesinaipd.org) or your E-Shofar for more information. 
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Save the date! 

Tour Of the Palm Springs Art Museum  

Led by our own Ann Loeb  

Thursday, March 7 promptly at 2:00 PM  

Meet in the Lobby 
 101 Museum Drive, Palm Springs  

 The only cost is museum admission 
$16 for adults  

$14 for seniors  
Free to museum members. 

 Call Temple Sinai to reserve your spot.  
(760) 568-9699  

 

Last Flight Home 

A documentary of one person’s decision 

to use California’s end-of-life law,          

followed by a panel discussion  

Sunday, February 25 at 9:30 AM at 

Temple Sinai 

Bagels at 9:30 

Film at 10:00 

After the Film:  A panel discussion featur-

ing Judy Neill Epstein, executive director of 

End of Life Options California, Sinai               

congregant Stewart Fleishman, and               

Rabbi Suzanne Singer, rabbi emerita,           

Temple Beth El, Riverside.   
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Women Saving Species in Africa and the 
Coachella Valley  

With Dr. James Danoff-Berg, Vice President of Conservation at The Living Desert  
 

A Luncheon and Guest Speaker with Women of Sinai 

Friday, February 23 at 12:00 Noon 

 

 

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________ 
(Please name all persons in your party.) 

Number in party ________  Who would you like to sit with? __________________________ 

Pay by Check _____Total: $_________ Credit Card # _________________________________ 

Name on Card ______________________________ Expiration: __________ CCV _________ 

Billing Address_______________________________________________________________ 

Phone ________________________  Email: _______________________________________ 

Send checks payable to: 

 “Women of Sinai”  Temple Sinai, 73251 Hovley Lane West  Palm Desert, CA  92260 

For credit card payment, call the temple office at 760-568-9699. 

Extended Salad Bar Lunch 
with Desserts 
 

$40 per person 

WOS members* 

$45 All Others* 

Please RSVP by Tuesday,          

February 20 

*Includes $5:00 to cover security cost. 
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Friday, March 8 at 7:00 PM 

A Very Special Erev Shabbat at Temple Sinai 
—Guest Speaker from Volunteers in Medicine— 

and 

Shabbat Dinner with Beth Chayim Chadashim Los Angeles, the 

world’s first synagogue founded by and for LGBTQ+ Jews, who 

will be celebrating a shabbaton in the desert. 

Catered by J’s Deli 

$38.00 Per Person 
 

To join Beth Chayim Chadashim for dinner, please RSVP using the form 

below.  Note: Deadline is early — Thursday, February 29  

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________ 
(Please name all persons in your party.) 

Number in party ________  Who would you like to sit with? __________________________ 

Pay by Check _____Total: $_________ Credit Card # _________________________________ 

Name on Card ______________________________ Expiration: __________ CCV _________ 

Billing Address_______________________________________________________________ 

Phone ________________________  Email: _______________________________________ 

Temple Sinai, 73251 Hovley Lane West  Palm Desert, CA  92260 

 or call the temple office 760-568-9699 for credit card payment. 
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February 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  

Psalms Class 
12:00 

2 Erev Shabbat 
Oneg 5:00       
Service 5:30 
Sanctuary & 
Livestream  

3 Torah Study 
8:45  

Shabbat Morning 
Service 10 AM 
Chapel & Zoom 

4 

Religious 

School 9:30 

5 

Temple Office 

Closed 

6 

Torah in Trans-

lation 4:00 on 

Zoom 

7  

Chair Yoga 
10:30 

Mah Jongg 
1:00  

Bingo Night 
6:30 PM 

8 

Psalms Class 

12:00 

 

9 Erev Shabbat 
Oneg 5:00       
Service 5:30 
Sanctuary & 
Livestream  

10 Torah Study 
8:45  

Shabbat Morning 
Service 10 AM 
Chapel & Zoom 

11 

No Religious 

School  

12 

Temple Office 

Closed 

 

13 

Torah in Trans-

lation 4:00 on 

Zoom 

14 

Chair Yoga 
10:30 

 

No Mah Jongg 

15 

Psalms Class 

12:00 

16 Erev Shab-
bat Oneg 5:00       
Service 5:30 
Sanctuary & 
Livestream  

17 Torah Study 
8:45  

Shabbat Morning 
Service 10 AM 
Chapel & Zoom 

18  

No Religious 

School  

 

19 

Temple Office 

Closed 

20 

Torah in Trans-

lation 4:00 on 

Zoom 

21 

Book Club 10:30 

Mah Jongg 
1:00  

22 Psalms 

Class 12:00 

Brotherhood 

Dinner/Line 

Dancing 

5:30 PM 

23 WOS 

Luncheon 12:00 

Erev Shabbat 
Oneg 5:00       
Service 5:30 
Sanctuary & 
Livestream  

24 Torah Study 
8:45  

Shabbat Morning 
Service 10 AM 
Chapel & Zoom 

25 Religious 

School 9:30 

“Last Flight 
Home” & Discus-

sion 9:30 

Nature Walk 

10:00 

26 

Temple Office 

Closed 

27 

Torah in Trans-

lation 4:00 on 

Zoom 

28 

Chair Yoga 
10:30 

Mah Jongg 
1:00  

 

29   
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