
  

SHOFAR 
March 2021                                               Adar-Nisan 5781 

 

The Temple Sinai Zoom Community Seder 
15 Nisan 5781                        27 March 2021 

 
Join Rabbi David Novak and your Temple Sinai community for an online seder expe-

rience Saturday evening, March 27 at 6:30 p.m.  Rabbi Novak will be using the new 

haggadah of the Reform Movement, “Mishkan haSeder.”  There is no charge and all 

are welcome. 
 

                                                                         Here’s what you’ll need on your end: 

 

 A seder plate with the ritual items:    

matzah, karpas (Spring greens), horserad-

ish, charoset, a roasted beet, a hard boiled 

egg 

 A haggadah (even though we will be    

using different ones) 

 Wine or grape juice and glasses for 

four cups of wine for each participant 

 Your own meal for the “festive meal” 

 

Please let us know you are coming.  The 

Zoom link will be on the templesi-

naipd.org website and in the e-Shofar.   

 

Come and rejoice with us! 

JewishGiftPlace.com 
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From Rabbi Novak 
 
 
The new month of Nisan begins March 14th on a night when you 

will barely see the moon.   As we have for thousands of years, the 

lunar/solar Jewish calendar begins a new month with a new moon.  

When the moon is full 15 days later you will know that we have    

arrived at our festival of freedom, Pesach.  

 

Passover is rightfully one of our people’s most popular and widely 

observed festivals because of the seder, a ritualized retelling of our 

narrative with an elaborate meal as the centerpiece.  Hundreds 

(maybe thousands?) of haggadot have been created to interpret and 

reinterpret God’s freeing our ancestors from Egyptian bondage.  

Through words, through questioning, through ritual foods, we reenact and retell the story (haggadah means 

“telling”), encouraged to elaborate on what is in the haggadah.   

 

I am particularly excited as the Central Conference of American Rabbis (CCAR) is introducing a new hagga-

dah for the Reform Movement called “Mishkan haSeder.”  The new haggadah is described as: 

 

“Combining age-old texts, fresh insights, inspiring poetry, new translations, and breathtaking art, Mishkan 

HaSeder offers beautiful new translations by Rabbis Janet and Sheldon Marder in conversation with an ex-

traordinary collection of poetry from a diverse array of poets. The running commentary by Rabbis Oren 

Hayon, Seth Limmer, and Amy Scheinerman draws out the historic background of the seder rituals, builds on 

the social justice issues of our day, and offers contemporary connections to Passover. The text is complement-

ed by full-color works from acclaimed artist Tobi Kahn that will enhance any seder experience. 

 

“Mishkan HaSeder features poetry by Yehuda Amichai, Ellen Bass, Lucille Clifton, Edward Hirsch, Ross 

Gay, Emma Lazarus, Denise Levertov, Ada Limon, Grace Paley, Dan Pagis, Adrienne Rich, and many more.”   

 

What a joy to have yet another way to tell our people’s story!  If you are interested in ordering a copy, please 

be in touch with Toni Robinson.  

 

Elsewhere in this edition of the Shofar you will see an invitation to our Temple Sinai first (and hopefully last) 

Zoom Community Seder on March 27, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.  It is my hope that for those of us who are looking 

for guests for seder or have no place to be on the first night of Passover will join in with me and your fellow 

Sinai congregants.   

 

Called “Z’man simchat heruteynu”— Passover is the time of our rejoicing for our freedom!  As we retell our 

ancient story made new again, may we all find release from the narrow places that still hold us back. 

 

L’Shalom, 

 

Rabbi David Novak 

Rabbi David Novak 
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President’s Message 
 

On behalf of Temple Sinai I want to extend a special THANK 

YOU to Gary Kreger.  Gary has served as President of Temple  

Sinai Brotherhood for the past several years.  Gary was enthusias-

tic in his role as President and encouraged participation in Broth-

erhood events and activities. All of this with a smile on his face 

while going through some medical issues.  He gave his time,     

talent and treasure without asking for anything in return.  

Gary, you are a mensch. Thank you for your service. 

 

Update on our By-Laws committee. The 2017 By-Laws are being   

reviewed by this committee to clarify issues and to update since Covid-19 is not allowing in- 

person gatherings at this time. 

 

Sanford Friedman is chairing this committee along with returning committee members Jim 

Loeb, Diane Simon and Howard Vogel. Additional members are Nancy Singer,  Sam Trussell, 

Terrie Turner and Joe Weiss.  This is a very time-consuming activity. Meetings are held twice 

per month and Sanford has kept them to a one hour time limit.  Thanks to all of these congre-

gants for donating their skills, vision and time. 

 

Recently I received an email from a congregant who questioned why we were still not in our 

building.  Rabbi Novak and the lay leadership discuss this issue at every meeting. We do not 

want anyone getting sick because we open the building too early. We will continue to examine 

all options going forward. 

 

Thanks to Rabbi Novak, our wonderful staff, and our volunteers who help use technology to 

keep our Temple connected by offering services and activities to congregants. 

 

L’shalom, 

 

Bob Glast 

Bob Glast, President 
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Temple Leadership 

 

Executive Committee 
 

Bob Glast                                  President 

Sanford Friedman        1st Vice President 

Michael Sonduck        2nd Vice President 

Rosanne Ezer                           Treasurer 

Ann Loeb                  Corporate Secretary 

Jack Olshansky                Past President 

 

Trustees: 
 

Ann Miller                             Membership 

Micki Greenspan                  Ambassador 

Fred Fabricant              Ritual Committee 

Terrie Turner                              Chavurot 

Gary Levin                   Education Liaison 

Joe Weiss                House and Grounds 

 

Auxiliaries: 
 

Nancy Singer    President, Women of Sinai 

Joe Weiss              President, Brotherhood 

Whitney Rosam                  President, PTO 

 

 

 

 

President’s Circle 
 

Picce & Bob Glast 

Mitzie & Jack Olshansky 

 

 

Patron 
 

Barbara & Ron Borden 

Jessica and James Greene 

Leslie & Joel Hirschberg 

 

 

Patron Mitzvah 
 

Ruth & Morris Beschloss 

Marion Cowle 

Sharon & Rod Hill 

Ann & Glynne Miller 

Ruth & Jerry Newman 

Nancy & Arthur Shorr 

Marcia & Rick Stein 

 

 

Single Patron 
 

Janet Ball 

Sandie Eichberg 

Fred Fabricant 

Sally Frank 

Shirley Greenwall 

Gladys Layne 

Reesa Manning 

Alicia Rodriquez 

Nancy Singer 

 



5 

 

Guest Speaker, Temple Sinai Member 

James Danoff-Burg 

Director of Conservation Engagement & 

Learning at the Living Desert in Palm Desert 

Thursday, March 18 at 5:00 PM  

Dr. Danoff-Burg will be talking about how climate 

change directly affects our lives in the Coachella Valley, 

and about the actions that we can take now to help 

improve our future. 

Brought to you by the Temple Sinai Parent-Teacher Organization, Brotherhood, 

and Women of Sinai 

The Next Sip & Schmooze is Sunday, March 21 at 5:00 PM 

 

 

 

Kvell and Shine the Spotlight 
 

Do you have a child or grandchild who has 
achieved a level of prominence in their field?  If so, 
there is a way to share their expertise with all of 
us. Temple Sinai is continuing our new online 
series with children and grandchildren of temple 
congregants.  We are looking for people in law, 
medicine, science, math, entertainment, arts, 
literature and more. Your spotlighted offspring will 
be the featured speaker for one-hour, on Zoom, 
hosted by Rabbi Novak. Contact the rabbi with 
your suggestions at rabbi@templesinaipd.org.  

We’re asking everyone participating to 

have a quarter at the ready when they 

sign on to Zoom.  Yep, a quarter.   

Check your E-Shofar for the Zoom link. 



6 

 

 

Torah Portions      March 2021 
 

March 6—22 Adar 

Ki Tisa (When You Elevate) 

Exodus 30:11– 34:35 

Moses stays with God on Mount Sinai for 40 days and 40 

nights. There, he is given the 10 Commandments on stone 

tablets. Fearing Moses will never return, the Israelites turn to 

Aaron, who demands that everyone bring him their gold, so 

he can make a golden calf. When Moses comes down the 

mountain and sees the people dancing around this idol, he 

smashes the tablets on the ground. God punishes with a 

plague all the Israelites who were involved. Moses builds a 

tent to be his meeting place with God.  

 

March 13—29 Adar 

Vayakhel-Pekudei (And He Assembled-Accountings of) 

Exodus 35:1 - 38:20 — Exodus 38:21 - 40:38  

God commands the Israelites not to do any work in the sanc-

tuary on Shabbat. The Israelites gather gifts for God. Moses 

appoints Ohaliab and Bezalel build God’s Sanctuary.  Aaron 

and the priests are given their clothing for work in the Sanc-

tuary. Moses anoints Aaron and his sons to make their priest-

ly positions official. A cloud descends upon the Tent of 

Meeting, and God’s presence fills the Tabernacle.  

March 20—7 Nisan 

Vayikra (And He Called) 

Leviticus 1:1 - 5:26  

God describes the laws of animal sacrifice. God explains the 

different sacrifices that atone for guilt or sins, and distin-

guishes between sins committed inadvertently and sins com-

mitted on purpose.  

 

March 27—14 Nisan 

Tzav (Command) 

Leviticus 6:1 - 8:36  

God continues to describe the different laws of sacrifices. A 

distinction is made between sin offerings, burnt offerings, 

and homage offerings, with each following its own process. 

God then commands the priests to make another offering 

that ordains themselves in their positions.  

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICES 

 

  March 5   5:30 PM 

March 12   5:30 PM 

March 19   5:30 PM 

March 26   5:30 PM 

 

 

To participate in Erev Shabbat       

services, Torah Study, and 

Shabbat Morning, please click 

on the link on the front page of 

our website: 

www.templesinaipd.org 

If you are using a mobile device, 

you may have to go to your app 

store and download Zoom.   

 

SATURDAY MORNINGS 

 

Torah Study at 8:45  

 

March 6    10:00 AM 

March 13   10:00 AM  

March 20   10:00 AM 

March 27   10:00 AM 

Erev Pesach 
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Temple Manager Toni Robinson 

Hope springs eternal 

March 2020 

March 2021 

Soon if all goes well 
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GENEROUS DONATIONS 

GENERAL FUND 
YAHRZEIT 

Harold Berman 

By: Brenda Berman 

Morris Spector 

By: Lee & Harold Weinstein 

Rabbi David Lieb 

Helen Astheimer 

By: Estelle Lieb 

Emma Chapman 

By: Gladys Layne 

Javier Barrantes 

By: Alicia & Ruben Rodriguez 

Selma Spondre 

By: Mitzie & Jack Olshansky 

Anna Zemmol 

By: Bernard Zemmol 

Bradley Jacobs 

By: Mitzie Olshansky 
 

IN MEMORY OF 

Myron Gordon 

By: Karol Gordon 

Lois Marshall Light 

By: Mitzie & Jack Olshansky 

Shirley Sheldon 

By: Karen Lobl 

Vivian Zeligson 

By: Rosanne & Stephen Ezer 
 

TZEDAKAH 

Marcia & Rick Stein 

Lisa & Brian Gottlieb 

Picce & Bob Glast 

Sanford Friedman & Jerry Hipps 

Michael Sonduck & David Zeligson 

Ann & Jim Loeb 

Rosanne & Stephen Ezer 

Fred Fabricant 

Mitzie & Jack Olshansky 

Micki Greenspan 

Terrie Turner 

Gary Levin 

Ann & Glynne Miller 

Nancy Singer 

Joe Weiss 

Whitney & Matthew Rosam 
 

DOROSHOW EDUCATION FUND 
 

YAHRZEIT 

Erwin Kaufman 

Lottie Doroshow 

Clara Halpern 

By: Fran Kaufman 
 

MITZVAH FOOD BANK FUND 
 

YAHRZEIT 

Ray Gorney 

By: Joyce Gorney 

Michael Stets 

By: Ellen & William Sachs 

IN MEMORY OF 

Lois Marshall Light 

By: Ronna & Donald Coe 
 

IN HONOR OF 

The Bat Mitzvah of Ariel Sanford 

By: Gail & Saul Jacobs 
 

IN THANKS TO 

Gail & Saul Jacobs 

By: Stephanie & Paul Ross 
 

TZEDAKAH 

Betty & Neil Colt 

Anthony Garlock 
 

RABBI AVI LEVINE RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL 
 

YAHRZEIT 

Jack Corngold 

Byrdie Weinstein 

By: Carole & Jerry Corngold 
 

IN HONOR OF 

The birth of Arava’s new grandson 

By: Nancy Pierce 

       Stephanie & Paul Ross 

The Bat Mitzvah of Ariel Sanford 

By: Fred Fabricant 
 

TZEDAKAH 

The Women of Sinai 
 

SAMSON ZIMRA FUND 
 

YAHRZEIT 

Bertha Rudetsky 

By: Gloria & Ed Rudetsky 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
IN HONOR OF 

YAHRZEIT 
 

Linda Bookin 

By: Renée & Ron Partelow 

George Hoffing 

By: Lynn Hannan 

Rafael Gottesman 

By: Estee Gottesman 
 

IN MEMORY OF 

Joan Rines 

By: Renée & Ron Partelow 

Lois Marshall Light 

By: Stephanie & Paul Ross 

       Ilene Duncan 

       Fred Fabricant 

Jeff Cohen 

By: Lynn Hannan 
 

MUSIC FUND 
IN MEMORY OF 

Lois Marshall Light 

By: Sabrina Little 
 

JOINT BROTHERHOOD-WOS-
PTO PROGRAMS 
Nancy Singer 



9 

From the Melamedet 

 

 We had a spectacular religious school Purim celebration on Sun-

day, February 21st. Everyone participated.  Rabbi Novak and I 

shared the Megillah reading, and thanks to the PTO, all the stu-

dents had groggers to shake as we worked to blot out Haman’s 

name.  Our Kitah Zayin class began by sharing a “rap” of the Purim 

story.  This was followed by class participation highlighting differ-

ent parts of the story.  Our Midrashah students talked about the 

foods of the holiday and what might have been served at the king’s 

feasts.  Our Confirmation students led us in Purim Disney songs 

and our 4th and 5th grade students shared a teaching comparing 

Covid-19 to the evil work of Haman in his desire to kill all the 

Jews.   We enjoyed Hamantaschen and celebrated the “hiddenness” 

of God in the Book of Esther by wearing masks and costumes. 

Many thanks to all that participated in the fun! 

 

Recently, our Kitah Zayin class learned the Yismihu, which is all about the joy of Shabbat.  To cele-

brate their growing knowledge of our liturgy, they wrote the following Kevannah that was shared 

during T’fillah: 

 What are we observing when we observe Shabbat? 

Esteban 

“When we observe Shabbat, we are recognizing the seventh day of creation, the day of rest. On the 

seventh day, after God had completed creating day, night, animals, and everything in between, it 

was time for rest. Because God utilized this day for rest, we also use the seventh day of the week for 

rest and rejuvenation.” 

 Jessica 

“On Shabbat, we say several blessings to separate it from the other days of the week. We say bless-

ings over the candles, wine, and challah. As we rest, we look back and appreciate all we have been 

blessed with, like our family and friends.” 

Lucas 

“On Shabbat, we may sit and eat dinner with our families or reflect from the past week and learn 

from our mistakes. Even more than rest, Shabbat serves as a time to refresh or reboot ourselves.”  

 Jacob 

“It is comforting to know that Jews all over the world are also celebrating Shabbat, and it allows us 

to connect with other Jewish families from all over the world.” 

 

As you can see, our students are continuing to learn and grow in their Jewish identity! 

Arava as Vashti/Esther 
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Please check labels carefully.   

The food bank cannot accept open or expired items. 

We have two opportunities to 

help those in need this month. 

Feel free to participate in either  

(or both!) 
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Temple Sinai Brotherhood and the Jewish Men’s Outreach Group of the Desert 

Community Passover Food Drive 
Caring for the Vulnerable in our Community 

Your donation of $18 (or more) will be used to buy        

Passover-friendly foods for Holocaust survivors, seniors 

sheltering in place, and struggling families. 
 

This program is sponsored by the Jewish Federation of the Desert 

 

Collected funds will be delivered to the Federation, who will then 

purchase the food.   

All donations must be received by March 10 

 

Please make checks payable to Temple Sinai Brotherhood.  You can also use the 

“donate” tab on the Temple Sinai website. (Use the drop down menu to indicate 

Brotherhood payment… in honor of… and type “Passover food drive”.) 

If you have any questions, please call 

Brotherhood board member Michael 

Zaifert at 760-200-9205 (home) or   

818-269-4757 (cel). 
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INGREDIENTS 
 

Dough: 

6 eggs 

1 cup oil 

2 cups sugar 

2 teaspoons potato starch 

2 cups matzo cake meal 

Pinch salt 
 

Filling: 

2 teaspoons cinnamon 

3/4 cup sugar 

Juice of one lemon 

5 large Granny Smith or Braeburn apples, 

peeled 
 

Topping: 

1/4 cup sugar 

1—2 teaspoons cinnamon 

 

DIRECTIONS 

1. Grease a 9-inch springform pan.  Place 

parchment paper on bottom.  Heat oven to 

350 degrees. 

2. Beat eggs with sugar until blended.  Add oil 

and beat.  Sift together potato starch, cake 

meal, and pinch salt.  Add sifter items to 

egg mixture. 

3. For the filling, mix together cinnamon,   

sugar, and lemon juice.  Mix in the apples. 

4. Put two cups of dough (1/2 of the amount 

prepared) into the springform pan. 

5. Add the apple filling (Minus the accumulat-

ed liquid). 

6. Put in remaining two cups of dough.  Sprin-

kle with sugar cinnamon topping. 

7. Place springform on a cookie sheet since 

liquid may seep out. 

8. Bake at 350 degrees for one hour. 

Thanks to the Sisterhood of Temple Beth Israel of Skokie, IL. 

The Absolute, 

Hands-Down, Best 

Passover Apple 

Cake 

Nu, who are we to argue? 
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BROTHERHOOD, WOMEN OF SINAI, PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION 

 

 

For several months now, our three Temple auxiliaries have combined re-

sources to bring our Temple members some speakers, some entertainment, 

some gatherings to foster camaraderie among us and to try to keep us con-

nected through Zoom while we patiently wait for the time when we can again 

gather in-person in our Temple. 

 

In March, please join us on Thursday evening, March 18, at 5:00 to hear 

from Temple member Dr. James Danoff-Burg.  He will be sharing ideas with 

us on how climate change directly affects our lives here in the Coachella Val-

ley now and in the future.  How has climate changed in the past 50 years?  

What changes will we have to make in our lives, and have already made, due 

to the change?  What can we expect in the future?  It's really not all doom 

and gloom, as there are actions we can take to help improve our future! 

 

Then, on Sunday evening, March 21, also at 5:00, please join us for our re-

vamped Sip and Schmooze.  Sip whatever you like, come for conversation 

and to find out why we are asking each of you to please have a quarter (yes, 

a 25 cent piece) with you when you sign onto Zoom. 

 

Our combined Program Committee and each of our Boards hope you have a 

sweet Pesach. 

 

And congratulations to Joe Weiss on being elected President of Brotherhood. 
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Birthdays 
 

3/1 
Ann Hankin 
Gabe Lubel 

Rabbi Sally Olins 
 

3/2 
Lori Sanford 

Enrique Scott-Agron 
 

3/9 
Ethan Eslamboly 

 
3/10 

Michael Boyer 
Susan Miller 

 
3/13 

Steven Jacobson 
 

3/15 
Bobby Sacks 

 
3/21 

Mike Sacks 
 

3/22 
Ed Rudetsky 

 
3/25 

Joel Hirschberg 
 

3/27 
Morris Beschloss 
Alice Damashek 

 
3/29 

Elaine Kravitz 
 

3/31 
Vanessa Monaco 

 

 

Anniversaries 

3/8    Betty & Neil Colt 
 

3/10   Lynn & Michael Zaifert 
 

3/13   Natalia & Matt Levy 
 

3/18   Orli & Eric Presser 
 

3/24   Picce & Bob Glast 
 

3/27   Wendy & Frank Monaco 
 

3/28   Barbara & Alex Cassuto 
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Crosswordhobbyist.com 
Answers on page 18 
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From Kosher.com 
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https://coloring2print.com 
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The Book Club Meets Next: 

 Wednesday, March 17, at 

10:30 AM 
 

Selected Reading: 

The Art Forger 

By B. A. Shapiro 
 

A young art forger begins to suspect 

that a painting she has agreed to copy 

— a Degas that had been hanging in 

the Gardner Museum in Boston for a 

hundred years — is itself a forgery. 
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March 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Office Closed 

2  

Beit Sefer 4:00 

Reading the 

Torah in Transla-

tion 7:00 

3 4 5 

Erev Shabbat on 

Zoom 5:30 

6 Zoom Torah 

Study 8:45 AM  

Shabbat Morn-

ing Service  on 

Zoom 10:00 

7 
 

Beit Sefer 9:30 

Confirmation/

Midrasha 12:00 

Food Drive 3-5 

PM 

8 

Office Closed 

9 

Beit Sefer 4:00 

Reading the 

Torah in Transla-

tion 7:00 

10 

Adult B’nai Mitz-

vah 12:00 

Lunch With the 

Rabbi 12:00 

11 12 

Erev Shabbat on 

Zoom 5:30 

13 Zoom Torah 

Study 8:45 AM  

Shabbat Morn-

ing Service  on 

Zoom 10:00 

14 

Beit Sefer 9:30 

Confirmation/

Midrasha 12:00 

15 

Office Closed 

16 

Beit Sefer 4:00 

Reading the 

Torah in Transla-

tion 7:00 

17 Book Club 

10:30 AM 

Adult B’nai Mitz-

vah 12:00 

Lunch With the 

Rabbi 12:00 

18 

Speaker: Eric 

Danoff-Berg 

5:00 PM on 

Zoom 

19 

Erev Shabbat on 

Zoom 5:30 

20 Zoom Torah 

Study 8:45 AM  

Shabbat Morn-

ing Service  on 

Zoom 10:00 

21 

Beit Sefer 9:30 

Confirmation/

Midrasha 12:00 

Sip and 

Schmooze 5:00 

22 

Office Closed 

23 

Beit Sefer 4:00 

Reading the 

Torah in Transla-

tion 7:00 

24 

Adult B’nai Mitz-

vah 12:00 

Lunch With the 

Rabbi 12:00 

25 26 

Erev Shabbat on 

Zoom 5:30 

27 Zoom Torah 
Study 8:45 AM  
Shabbat Morn-
ing Service  on 
Zoom 10:00 
Erev Pesach 
Community 
Seder 

28  

 

No Religious 

School 

Pesach 1 

29 

Office Closed 

 

Pesach 2 

30 No Adult 

Education 

No Religious 

School 

Pesach 3 

31  :No Adult 

Education 
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