February 2019 - Sh’'Vat/Adar I 5779

Torah Portions February 2019

February 2—27 Sh’'Vat
Mispatim (L aws)
Exodus 21:1—24:18

Moses details many of G-d's laws, including eth-
ics, and outlines the holidays of Passover,
Shavuot, & Sukkot, goes back up the mountain

February 9—4 Adar |
Terumah (Donation)
Exodus 25:1—27:19

Moses receives the 10 Commandments on stone
tablets. G-d tells Moses to build a Tabernacle, and
how it should look and be made

February 16—11 Adar |
Tetsaveh (You Shall Command)
Exodus 27:20—30:10

G-d appoints Aaron and his sons as priests, and
commands Aaron to make an offering once a year
to atone for al the Israglites’ sins.

February 23—18 Adar |
Ki Tisa (When you Elevate)
Exodus 30:11—34:35

Fearing that Mases will never return, the I sraelites
turn to Aaron, who demands everyone bring him

FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICES

February 1 5:30 p.m.
February 8 5:30 p.m.
February 15 5:30 p.m.

February 22 5:30 p.m.

Terry & Harold Nash
Sanctuary

SATURDAY MORNINGS

Torah Study
Every Saturday 8:45 am
Samson Social hall

Saturday Shabbat Services
10:00 am in the Chapel
February 2

February 9
February 16
February 23
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President’s Message

Thank you to the members who came to the special meeting January 20, 2019. We did have a
quorum, which is 20% of members in good standing. The discussion was in-depth regarding the
sale of approximately 4.25 acres which includes the Tikvah preschool.

Gayle and Reggie Clark, longtime members who are the prospective buyers, were in
attendance and Gayle kindly answered questions at length.

The motion passed 58 to 2 in favor of selling the property and school. The proceeds from the sale
and a significant gift from the estate of Burt Kaplan will allow the Temple to pay off our outstanding
$1.25 million mortgage which is owed to the 60+ investors through Semble.

This is only the first step in getting the Temple’s financial house in order, but a major step. Thanks
for your support.

Temple Sinai has entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with Scott Magged, operator of
Desert Cities Bridge Club to rent the social hall Tuesday through Saturday from 12:30 to 4:30 PM.
Any time there is a conflict with religious observance, the bridge club understands the hall is not
available.

Please spread the word. The more successful Scott is, the better for the Temple. This agreement
starts February 5, 2019 until June 1, 2019. Either party may terminate the agreement with a 30
day written notice to the other party.

We are continuing Shabbat Services beginning at 5:30 PM. The last Zimra dinner was the best
attended in quite some time, and being after services, most people stayed and visited for quite
some time.

Thank you for your support.
Bob Glast
President



Rabbi’s Message

Mishpatim- Holy Justice

Jewish influence on modern society has been vast, especially in the realm of civil law. This
week’s biblical portion from Exodus immediately follows the Ten Commandments and con-
tains an array of laws related to personal injury, property law, social responsibility and laws of
compassion. These laws truly laid the foundation for a just society. There are two verses, one
in Genesis and the other in Exodus, where the Hebrew word for justice (mishpatim) is re-
peated. The first is the realization of God’s promise to Abraham that he was chosen... ”so that
he will direct his children and his household after him to keep the way of Adonai by doing
what is right and just.” (Genesis 18:19)

The second, repeated here in Exodus, lays out the laws and their applications. “And these are
the judgments that you shall place before them” (Exodus 21:1). What makes this quote inter-
esting is the use of the word “And” in the beginning. It implies that all of these laws are con-
nected to the revelation at Sinai. Furthermore, these laws also precede the construction of the
tabernacle, which illustrates the divine nature of these earthly laws.

It is in these details that God exists. Judaism is revolutionary. Rather than seeing justice in the
supernatural world, far removed from earth, it occurs in our day-to-day human interactions.
The Torah contains numerous cases that are further expounded on, such as the Mishnah and
the Talmud, and are essential companions to the actual verses contained in the bible.

A perfect example is one of the most misquoted verses in the Hebrew bible: “But if there be a
fatality, then you shall award a life for a life. An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a hand for
a hand, a foot for a foot. A burn for a burn, a wound for a wound, a bruise for a
bruise” (Exodus 21:23-25).

At first glance, one would think that the perpetrator would have his or her eye removed as
punishment. However, the oral law explains that the Torah is only talking about financial res-
titution; the value of the eye, not an actual eye. No one eye is equal, as a diseased eye is not
worth the same as a healthy eye. The use of harsh language to imply the removal of an actual
eye compels one to internalize the severity of hurting another human being.

Judaism puts a high value on justice that adheres to the principles of human dignity and
equality. It was for this reason that the Sanhedrin, the Supreme Court, was placed next to the
Temple as a reminder that our interpretation and application of the law must be a holy mis-
sion. As we look at every situation we encounter, remember to be objective and to not rush
into judgment, but to realize that with every decision, we are partners with the Divine.

rRabbl Andrew Allan %emﬁcLeg



RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Leslie Pepper

Director of Education

February will be a very fun filled time for our Religious school students. On Super Bowl Sunday we are hav-
ing a morning of Macabiah activities that focus on our physical being. We will begin with some Aleph Bet
Yoga exercises followed by a fun filled morning put together by our fabulous PTO parents. We will end with
a Tu B’Shevat Seder and a gardening activity to commemorate the birthday of nature in the Jewish calendar.
At the same time our teens will all be helping out our Confirmation class with their ecofriendly car wash.

While there is no school on Sunday, February 17" because of the President’s Day long weekend , we are en-
couraging our families who are staying in town to attend the remarkable Bar Mitzvah weekend of Jerry
Moses, who will be sharing his experiences as a young Jewish child in Shanghai during the war years.

Our B’nai Mitzvah students are working hard on learning their prayers and working towards the end of the
year, when they will lead an entire Service at the Temple. Our Confirmation class is working on their end of
the year service as well and on their legacy project they will be gifting to the Temple.

The remainder of the month, our students will be working with their teachers on Hebrew reading, writing
and conversation. Our students have demonstrated how well they are doing each week in T’filah as more
are involved in leading our Sunday morning prayer sessions, in addition to writing little sermonettes on rela-
tive topics.

Our madrichim, or teacher’s helpers, need a whole hearted “kol ha kavod” from all of us for their continued
work in our Religious School helping out in any way possible. They are such an important part of our school
and at the same time they remain connected to the Temple and Jewish studies. At this time | also want to
thank again the wonderful Women of Sinai, whose entire fundraising purpose is to supplement our Religious
school. Reesa and her team have been so generous with our kids for the past few years and thank you
seems inadequate. Also Gordon and our Brotherhood are always willing to help us out in so many ways! As
you see it does take a community to educate the next generation of Jewish youth. Todah Rabah!

Learning is a lifelong commitment and our school strives to make it a fun experience for our preK-12th grad-
ers. Have a great February!







We have a splendid opportunity for Temple Sinai Seniors with I-Phones, I-Pads or
other brand devices to maximize the use of these devices.

Learn to USE YOUR SMART PHONE

Learn to use your Contact or Calendar app to make your life easier.
If you would like to increase your ability to use your phone, we have helpers.

With INTERGENERATIONAL SHARING, you can be paired with a Temple Teen Teacher.
Opportunities will be available by appointment on Sundays during Religious School hours

CALL BOBBIE ROSENBERG FOR DETAILS: 760-345-6277



WOMEN OF SINAI by Reesa Manning, President

In January, we had two wonderful events. We had a fabulous luncheon and fashion
show ...a delicious lunch and an enjoyable presentation of clothing modeled by our
members. We also were inspired by our Women's Shabbat service, again beautifully
written by Paula Klein with women congregants participating in the meaningful prayers
and readings.

Join us on Tuesday, February 12, at 11:30 for another fabulous luncheon and program.
We will have as our speaker Dr. Joseph Scherger, who is the Vice President of Primary
Care at Eisenhower Medical Center. | have heard him speak and his message of how to
enjoy a long healthy life along with ways to enhance our brains is powerful. You won't
want to miss this luncheon and speaker. Make your reservations by February 7 by send-
ing in the reply form found at the bottom of the flyer on page 13 of this Shofar. You may
also call the Temple office at 760-568-9699 to make a reservation and pay by credit card.

You may want to mark your calendar to save the date of April 9 when our speaker at our
luncheon will be providing us with information on botox and related subjects.

Remember that our mission is to provide funds to support the Rabbi Avi Levine Religious
School and we need your support and participation. So far this fiscal year, we have do-
nated $5,000 to the school and hope to donate another $5,000 by June 30.

Please consider stepping up to join our Board for the 2019-2020 fiscal year. | will be ap-
pointing a Nominating Committee soon and would love to hear from you that you'd like
to serve on this committee or would like to self-nominate (i.e. volunteer) for a position
on next year's Board. You may contact me at 4reesa@gmail.com.




BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES

2/1 Eric Cowle

2/2  Neil Colt 2/1  Michael Sonduck & David Zeligson
Stanley Horwitz
Lily Mazet _
Michael Miller 2/3  Norman & Leah Schwitzer

2/3 Karen Strauss
2/14 Brian & Lisa Gottleib

2/5 Paul Ross
David Simon

2/6 Diane Novak

2/8 Estee Gottesman
2/11 Fred Fabricant
lan Murray
Linda Pearson
2/14 Ann Miller
2/17 Robin Marguleas
2/19 Daniella Cowle
2/21 Michael Cheley
2/22 Mickie Tieffer
2/23 Marlene Caudill
2/26 David Marguleas

2/27 Laura Sklut

2/28 Michael Sonduck




GENEROUS DONATIONS
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General Fund
Memorial

Thanks to Rabbi Andrew Bentley for his kindness and in
memory of our father, Sidney Sharzer.
By: Mark and Liz Sharzer

Dr. Sidney Sharzer
By: Mitzie and Jack Olshansky
By: Reesa Manning

Toby Blitz, mother of Jeff Blitz
By: Mitzie and Jack Olshansky

Inna Zak, cousin
By: Eve Kramer

Richard Comras
By: Dennie and David Marks

In memory of Rochelle and Ivan Zwelling
By: Myrdith Helene Sherow

In blessed memory of Sandra W. Solomon
By: Jerry Solomon

Wedding

In honor of the wedding of Richard Seigle and Joan Lachkar
By: Stan and Susan Horwitz

By: Bernard Shapiro

By: Herbert and Moira Sacks and Family

By: Stephanie and Marvin Anzel

By: Jackie Elgart

Anniversary
Bob and Carol Adelstein
By: Jennifer and James Jensen and family

Tzedakah

By: Harriet and Marvin Goldstein
By: Philip and Carol Goldsmith
By: Neil and Naomi Arnold

By: Steve Varon

By: Henry Friedman

By: Norma and Steve Jacobson

Yahrzeit

Ray Gorney
By: Joyce Gorney

Steve Manning
By: Marilyn and Josh Shubin

Robert Feinberg
By: Martha Feinberg

Mitchell Johnson
Mark Johnson
By: Lois Johnson

Rachel Kaflowitz
By Celia K Schwartz

Max Ballin
By: Elaine Kravitz

Roslyn Pollock
By: Judith Ginzburg-Meyers

Goldie Epstein
By: Stanley Epstein

Doroshow Religious School Fund

Memorial

Dr. Sidney Sharzer

By: Mark and Fran Kaufman
Yahrzeit

Mr. Erwin Kaufman

By: Mark and Fran Kaufman

Mitzvah Food Bank Fund

Bar/Bat Mitzvah

In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Jerry Moses
By: Neil and Betty Colt

Memorial

In memory of Jacob Back, father of Uri Back
By: Renee and Alan Hoffman

Wedding

In honor of the Seigle wedding

By: Mitzie and Jack Olshansky

By: Gail and Saul Jacobs

Rabbi Avi Levine Religious School Fund

Memorial

In Memory of Toby Blitz, mother of Jeff Blitz
By: Howard and Linda Vogel

By: Nancy Singer

Get Well

Marcia Becker

By: Mitzie and Jack Olshansky

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund

Birthday
In honor of Gail Jacob's 80th birthday
By: Diana McGinity

Torah Study Lox and Bagel Fund

By: Bernard Shapiro
In honor of Seigle wedding
By: Alicia Rodriguez

Cruvant Library Fund

Wedding
Congratulations to Nance and Andy Cohen
By: Fran Lubens

Adult Education
Donation made in honor of Sidney Sharzer
By: Mr. and Mrs. Richard Seigle
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Z1IMRA
Shabbat

February 15

Join us for a fabulous dinner in the Samson Social Hall at 6:45 PM.,
immediately following services at 5:30 p.m.

RSVP BY TUESDAY, February 12, SO THAT WE HAVE A GOOD HEAD
COUNT FOR THE FOOD—Thanks

Register and prepay below: $20.00 per person for members
$30.00 per person for non-members

Name(s)

Number in party Pay by Check

Credit Card #

Expiration: CCVv

Name on Card:

Email

Address




February 15, 2019 Zimra Dinner
Valentine Menu

Buffet Menu

Tossed Greens with Fresh Spinach, Cherry Tomatoes, Corn, Croutons, Cucumbers,
plus other stuff, Bermuda onions, pickles. 1000 Island and Italian Dressing

Boneless Middle Eastern Chicken on Couscous Pilaf
Baked Lemon Pepper Salmon
Petite Braised Boneless Short Rib
Pasta du Chef

Dairy Free Scalloped Potatoes
Fresh Seasonal Vegetables

Dessert Buffet
Fresh Fruit Platter, Sweetheart Cookies and Petit Fours
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JACKIE LEANEY
Director

Tikva Preschool

January is usually the month everyone starts thinking about making healthier choices and it
is no different with our preschool. We are focusing on taking care of our bodies by getting
lots of physical exercise and eating good foods. We already have really healthy snacks, but
with the growing season in the desert being unique, January is the time to begin planting
our garden. We have already been eating some lettuce that we have grown. We are now en-
joying sweet peas and will celebrate Tu B’shevat by having our parents come help us with
restoring the soil and planting some strawberries and veggie starts.

We are strengthening our muscles as we ride our trikes, throw rings, and balance on beams.




We enjoyed our first Family Shabbat of the New Year. Rabbi called the children up to the
Bema to receive a blessing and then we schmoozed over pizza in the social hall.

We have welcomed several new children to our Tikvah family. Most of our classes are
full with families signed up to come in when there are more spaces available.

Be sure to view and like us on our Tikvah Facebook page. You don’t want to miss see-
ing the amazing things we are doing.

Also check out the Tikvah Website www.templesinaipd.org/Tikvah-Preschool

to see all of the generous donors from around the valley support quality care and edu-
cation for our children. We are especially grateful to the Jewish Federation for their
support of children, our Music and Movement classes, and our Jewish Curriculum Spe-
cialist.
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Hear Jerry Moses’ Story of Refuge in Shanghai in
His Own Words

16



Celebrate

17

On Sunday,

Shabbat February 17,
services Fri- join Jerry for a
day, Febru- buffet lunch-
ary 15, and eon, film, and
Saturday, Q&A about
February 16 seeking refuge
as Jerry is from Nazi-
called to the occupied
Torah for his Europe in
“Second Bar Shanghai,
Mitzvah” China.
$18 per person,
Please RSVP
by Tuesday,
February 12
NAME
NUMBER OF TICKETS PAY BY CHECK CASH
Credit Card EXP CCV
Billing Address
Phone Email
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Message from Temple Manager Toni Robinson

As most of you already know, our Facilities Manager, Tom Hernandez, suffered a
stroke last week. He was discharged from Eisenhower on Tuesday the 29" and is at home. While
he is recovering, we still need to keep the temple and its many functions running at the levels you
have all come to expect. He expects to be recovering for the next 3-4 weeks. Keeping that in mind |
am asking for anyone interested in helping with set up and break down to volunteer to assist us. If
you think you may have the time and skill to help with this, please call the office 760 568 9699 ext.
204 or send an email to trobinson@templesinaipd.org and either leave me a message or speak
with me if | am available. | know you all send Tom your very best wishes on a speedy recovery.
That recovery will be facilitated by your involvement in keeping the temple running efficiently.
Thank you!

You will notice some changes over the next few weeks in how we set up the social hall for lunch-

eons, dinners and onegs. The usual round tables will be replaced with square tables. The Desert
Cities Bridge Club has kindly offered to allow us to use their tables for our events. We will push 4
of them together creating a square that seats 8 people. This will keep us from having to break
down and reset every time we have an event in the social hall. The club only asks that we keep
them clean, which we have agreed to do. We may, from time to time, push 6 tables together to
accommodate larger groups.

Reminder that if you shop at Ralph’s and have a Ralph’s Rewards Card, you can register it online at
their “Community Rewards” page and name Temple Sinai Jewish Community Center of Palm Desert
as your designated charity and Ralph’s will send us a check on a quarterly basis in an amount equal
to .05% of your total shopping bill.

There is a similar program through Amazon. If you log on to smile.amazon.com and look for Tem-
ple Sinai Jewish Community Center, you can designate us as your charity of choice and all your
Amazon purchases will drive donations to Temple Sinai at a rate of .05%.

Once you sign up for either of these programs you do not to have to do anything further. We ap-
preciate all you do to support the Temple, and this is one of the easiest things you can do. It costs
you nothing extra.

| am continually amazed at our corps of volunteers, they work tirelessly to assist in many areas of
temple functioning. This month however, | want to specifically acknowledge Picce Glast for making
phone calls to our members who have birthdays or anniversaries in any given week and invite them
to participate in the service or sponsor the oneg. Judy Monetathchi, who is the Ritual Chair and
serves on the Board of Trustees has offered to help Picce in this effort and will be calling you in the
future. Special thanks to Picce for offering to serve her temple in this manner.
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From the Melamedet, Aravah Talve

Rabbi Bentley begins our monthly family Erev Shabbat service with a very special blessing. The Priestly Tri-
fold Benediction, or Birkat Kohanim, is the oldest blessing we still use today. It comes right from the Torah at
the end of parashat Naso (Numbers 6:23-27). According to the Torah, after offering sacrifices Aaron blessed
the people with the following:

“May God bless you and keep you.

May God’s love and light continue to be with you.

May God give you the greatest gift of all, the gift of Sha-
lom.”

Today, we use these words to bless each other knowing

when we give this blessing we also receive it. We raise our hands and, in front of the ark, sing these ancient
words blessing our children, those celebrating birthdays, and at B’nai Mitzvah and other life cycle and special
events. It’s a beautiful, timeless blessing of comfort and love. During a recent Beit Sefer class some of our
teens reflected on the meaning of the blessing.

“Opening your heart to let God bless you with the hands of happiness will keep you well, safe, healthy and
happy. Being blessed with these words helps us stay focused on what is important because everyone makes
mistakes. The blessing reminds us that even when we mess up, we are still blessed. Receiving this blessing
helps us stay calm and to be positive and happy.”

-Coco Mazet

“I think that the phrase ‘the gift of Shalom’ means that God has given us peace and it’s up to us to find it in
the world. Real peace is inside of everything. | think that just like parents, God wants to keep us safe. Par-
ents give children ways to be safe in the world and the blessing reminds us how important that is. For exam-
ple, my parents teach me to stay close in busy and crowded places and make sure | am aware of my surround-
ings.”

-Rachel Sanford

“God’s love and light is a guide. When we are lonely God is there to love you and when you are lost God is
there, too. When you recognize God is everywhere, you are never alone. For example, when | am lost in my
own thoughts, | feel that God’s blessing will always help me see something interesting | didn’t see before.”
-Asher Stone

“Whenever things are difficult and | am stressed there is always someone to comfort me and reassure me that
things will be ok. The word love implies to me that there will always be someone to support me. Light is a bit
more metaphorical. Light symbolizes hope and gives us the strength to persevere. Most times when | feel in
need of light and love is when | am stressed. Thinking about finals and my future can be stressful at

times. What I try and do is remember that | have the blessing of family and friends and this helps me feel the
light that hope always brings.”

-Marti Lond
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TEMPLE SINAI BROTHERHOOD
BRINGS YOU:

Crossing Delancey

Brotherhood
Starring Members: $15.00
Non-Brotherhood
Amy Irving Members $18.00
And

Non-Temple Sinai

Peter Riegert Members $20.00

Thursday, February 14th
Dinner from Sherman’s Deli at 5:30
Movie at 6:00



seoondd Night Community Serp,

Saturday, April 20, 2019

we will be adding some Sephardic dishes to the menu—
Stay tuned to see what Ls Ln store
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TEMPIL.E SINAI JUDAICA SHOP

KIPPOT

TALLIT

CHANUKIAH

SHABBAT CANDLES
MEZUZOT

SEDER PLATES

CHALLAH COVERS

AND MUCH MUCH MORE

NEW HOURS:

TUESDAY 10-12 & 3-6 WHEN THERE ISRE-
LIGIOUS SCHOOL

FRIDAY, 4:30—5:30 BEFORE SHABBAT SER-
VICES

SUNDAY 10—12 WHEN THERE IS
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

OR BY APPOINTMENT call LYNN ZAIFERT
760-200-9205
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\VAY

73-251 Hovley Lane West  Palm Desert CA 92260
760-568-9699 Phone 760-773-4883 FAX
www templesinaipd.org
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