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MISSION STATEMENT 

Temple Sinai is a Jewish congregation which seeks to share the principles of Reform 
Judaism with our congregants and their families. We provide a home for assembly, 
worship and study.  
We encourage social responsibility, a sense of community, a relationship with our    
fellow Jews and the State of Israel. We encourage each to find their connection to our 
Jewish heritage and traditions. 



 

 2 

Contents 

 

Patron Benefactor 
Rachel & Sam Calvo 

President’s Circle 
Picce & Bob Glast 

Jeffrey Louis 

Mitzie & Jack Olshansky 

Patron 
Marion & Dale Cowle 

James & Jessica Greene 

Vernon Kozlen 

Patron Mitzvah 
Morris & Ruth Beschloss 

Jean Carrus 

Arline Greenblatt 

Shirley Greenwall 

Leslie & Joel Hirschberg 

Rod & Sharon Hill 

Jay Jarvis & Audrey Liebross 

Kathy Kapler 

Glynne & Ann Miller 

Jerry & Ruth Newman 

Arthur & Nancy Shorr 

Marcia & Rick Stein 

Beatrice Eslamboly……………..……….. President 

Jack Olshansky ……………...……...Past President 

Rosanne Ezer………………..……...…….Treasurer 

Rancy Feldman……………..…….VP of Education 

Fred Fabricant……………..…………..Ritual Chair 

Gordon Poster …………....Brotherhood President  

Natalie Levy ………………….… Promise at Sinai 

Jerry Newman……………………….Security Chair 

Bob Glast……………………… Membership Chair 

Micki Greenspan…………..Associate Membership  

Bobbie Rosenberg …………...Corporate Secretary 

Larry Sogolow………………..Website Coordinator 

Sanford Friedman…………...… ...Chavurot Chair 

Michelle Hoffman …………..WOS Representative 

Marvin Paul……………...…....Social Action Chair 

Board Of Trustees as of July 1, 2017 

 

January 5, 2018………..…….7:30 pm 
 

January 12, 2018…….….......7:30 pm 
 

January 19, 2018..….……….7:30 pm 
 

January 26, 2018…….……...7:30 pm 
 

Services in the Sanctuary 

Saturday Shabbat Services  
10:00 am in the Chapel 

 

Torah Study 
Every Saturday 8:45 am in social hall. 

 

Temple Sinai Patrons &  
Benefactors  

December Shabbat Schedule 

 

 

 

JewChella…………….…………..………………...3 

Rabbi’s Message………………………………..… 4 

Religious School….….…………….……….……...5 

Paint it Forward.……………………………..…….6 

Tikvah……………………………………………....7 

Mitzvah/Library………………………….……..….8 

January Zimra Shabbat Dinner……..…….…..….9 

Women of Sinai ……..……………………….….10 

Women of Sinai Fashion Show………….……...11 

January Birthdays & Anniversaries…….………..12 

Chavurot Information…………………………....13 

B’nai Mitzvah class information………………...14 

Leave a legacy video…………………………….14 

Brotherhood………………………………......15-17 

Simchas / Mazel Tov.…………………………….18 

Feast of Jewish Learning……………….…….…..19 

Tributes…………………………………………....20 

Jewish Women’s Theater….………………..……21 

Calendar……………………………………….….23 

 

 



 

 3 



 

 4 

Heroes and Dreamers 
At the end of the secular new year and the book of  Genesis, we find two 
very different role models of leadership emerge from the sons of Jacob. 
One was the dreamer Joseph, initially an immature youth eagerly trying to 
fit in with his brothers, who eventually transformed into the Viceroy of 
Egypt after being sold into slavery. And the other was Judah, who was  
responsible for putting Joseph into slavery in the first place. 
 

Joseph was often regarded as the hero of the book of Genesis. His rise to 
power in Egypt was seen as the beginning of the fulfillment of God’s 
promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that their descendants would    

eventually inherit the Land of Israel. 
 

Judah, on the other hand, had a much different journey. Fourth of Jacob’s sons, the first real mention of 
him in the Torah, after his birth, surrounds convincing his brothers to sell Joseph into slavery: “What 
will we gain if we cover our brother in blood? Let's sell him to the Ishmaelites and not harm him with 
our own hands – he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.” Genesis 37:26-27. 
 

This was Judah’s first act as leader. He did not see any profit in killing Joseph, but rather takes the  
opportunity to get rid of his troublesome brother for silver. As his behavior was so reprehensible,  
how is it that the Jewish people are named after him? 
 

Judah showed an evolution in attitude by the way he pleaded for the life of Benjamin, which is in    
direct contrasts to his first dealings with Joseph. He, who sold his brother into slavery twenty two years 
earlier, was now willing to become a slave in place of his younger brother, Benjamin. 
 

“Now therefore, please let your servant remain here as your lordship’s slave in place of the boy, and 
let the boy return with his brothers. For how can I return to my father if the boy is not with me? No! 
Do not let me see the misery that shall come upon my father.” Genesis 44:33-34 
 

This represents a radical change. Instead of being self-serving, he was genuinely concerned about the 
fate of his younger brother and how this loss would affect the whole family. Judah showed great   
courage by approaching the powerful Joseph. It was at this point that Joseph revealed himself, with the 
sudden realization that the most dangerous of his brothers had truly been transformed. 
 

This is the very essence of the Jewish idea of repentance. Faced with the same situation, a true penitent 
is able to resist the temptation to transgress again. Judah could have left Benjamin a slave to save his 
own neck, but chose to offer himself instead. This is what sets Judah apart from everyone else – the 
ability to see his mistakes and take an opposite course of action. In fact, there are two meanings to the 
name Judah, one means “to thank,” the other and more significant comes from the Hebrew word, 
“lehodot,” which means “to acknowledge or admit.” 
 

As human beings, we are not perfect. We make mistakes. It takes true courage to admit our faults and 
not blame others for our problems. It is also easy to deny our mistakes and make excuses. Yet, if we 
follow the example of Judah and take a stand against our own weaknesses, we can truly become   
transformed. 

Rabbi Bentley 

Rabbi Andrew Bentley 
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After a busy December in which we had our first Family Shabbat geared 
towards families from Tikvah and grades K-3 followed by a pizza party, 
as well as Chanukah festivities at the Westfield Mall put on by our He-
brew School and Sunday School students, we broke for a well-
deserved, month-long winter break. 
 
 Classes resumed on Sunday, January 6th, where both students and 
instructors eagerly look forward to all the fun, educational and life-
changing events 2018 has in store for us. 
 
We have our PTO paint  night fundraiser coming up  (Please see flyer 
on page 6) and our School trip for Tu B’Shevat to Whitewater preserve 
on Sunday, January 28th. 

Warmly, 

Leslie Pepper 

  

Director of Education 

Leslie Pepper – Director of Education 
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Jackie Leany - Tikvah Preschool Director 

 
 

 

 

                                                           
 

December was a short month but it was filled with lots of great oppor-

tunities for learning. We have added some fun and educational areas 

to our play yard. Each week something new is added in our Judaic   

Activity Center. In December we added our Hanukkah set including a 

menorah, dreidel, gelt, latkes and a pan to make them in.  We have 

made a Star of David, painted dreidels, and made the decorations for 

our Chanukah program. Other interest areas have been the mud pit, 

sand box area and the big block area. In the last two areas the children have used math, science and 

engineering to construct forts, dams, waterfalls, canals and to make “mud lunches.” 

 

The Children practiced all month with Ms. Dina, our Jewish Curriculum Specialist, to learn songs for 

our Chanukah Program and Pot Luck Dinner. We discussed the meaning of the menorah and used 

that symbol to make our beautiful Chanukah decorations for the program. Each class preformed on 

stage and we all enjoyed a wonderful potluck dinner.  It was a very special time to share with family.  

 
 

Be sure to view and like us on our Tikvah Facebook page.  
You don’t want to miss seeing the amazing things we are doing.  

Also check out the Tikvah Website to see all of the generous donors from around the valley support 
quality care and education for our children.   
www.templesinaipd.org/Tikvah-Preschool 

http://www.templesinaipd.org/Tikvah-Preschool
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Do you wonder how prospective clients find us?   We get referrals (both 
official and unofficial) from:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
All a prospective client has to do is call me.  If they qualify under the Federal government maximum 
income level  - they qualify for us.  Every week we deliver 150 bags to over 125 families on seven 
routes.  All of it is done by our dedicated, hard-working volunteers.  We can always use your help.  
 

Just call Gail (760) 341-2558 
  

May the Joy of Mitzvah spread its goodness everywhere. 

Gail Jacobs 
Mitzvah Matters & Food Delivery Project 

 Cruvant Library - Gail Jacobs - 760-341-2558 
Library Hours: 

Sunday: 9:00 am - Noon     Monday - Friday: 10:00 am - Noon     
 Closed on Shabbat 

 
Have you missed any of the Brotherhood monthly Movie Nights? If so, don’t worry!  All of the  

movies that the Brotherhood has shown are now available to borrow from the Library. 

Thanks Gordon! 

 
Do your kids and grandkids have more toys and stuff than they can possibly play with? Stuck for a 

gift idea for the person who has everything?  A check for $18.00 will buy a book for our Library.   We 

will acknowledge your gift with a special card and announcement in the Shofar.  The book will have 

a bookplate showing the name of the child or grownup who is being honored.   

It’s easy and a great way to show you care.  

 Jewish Family Service   

 F.I.N.D. 

 Social Services 

 Deserts AIDs Project 

 Drug and alcohol rehab residences 

 Episcopalian outreach 

 Senior housing management 

 Word of mouth  
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We've had two wonderful general meetings so far this fiscal year with  
outstanding programs.  In October, we discussed Jewish identity with our 
Rabbi Bentley, and in December, we were intrigued by the discussion on 
genealogy led by the leader of the Sun City Genealogy Club.   
If you weren't with us, you truly missed two great presentations. 
 

Our next general meeting will be a little different.  On Sunday, February 11, we will have a luncheon 
meeting with a fashion show.  Several of our members will model casual clothing from Mario's in 
Palm Springs.   See the flyer on page 11 and be sure to sign up for this exciting event. 
 
With your help through payment of dues and fundraising, we have been able to donate $5,000 so 
far this fiscal year to help support the Rabbi Avi Levine Religious School.  We hope to be able to 
donate another $5,000 or more by June 30.  Of course, your help is needed for us to achieve this 
goal.   Please support our fundraising endeavors including the upcoming luncheon and other  
gatherings such as Mah Jongg (weekly on Wednesdays and Thursdays) and the presentation by 
the Jewish Women's Theater of Santa Monica on April 8 (see flyer on page 21.) Of course raffles 
will be conducted at our events, and don’t forget to visit our Gift Shop where you can find beautiful  
Judaica from around the world. 
 
We wish each of you a happy and healthy new year and hope to see you soon. 
 
Mark your calendars for our future events: 
 --- Sunday, February 11, 2018 - General Meeting with a Fashion Show at 12:00 
 --- Sunday, February 25, 2018  - Mocktails and Megillahs event with the PTO 
 --- Friday, March 23, 2018 -  Women's Shabbat at 7:30 
 --- Sunday, March 25, 208 - An Afternoon of Mah Jongg at 1:00 
 --- Saturday, April 7, 2018 - Passover Pizza Party with the PTO 
 --- Sunday, April 8, 208 - Jewish Women's Theater presentation with Brandeis at 3:00 
 

WOMEN OF SINAI - President Reesa Manning 

HELP  
Crochet expert  

Needed! 
 

Teach basic crochet for an adorable and satisfying project 
You will love it! 

Please all: Bobbie Rosenberg 
760-345-6277 
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Chavurah Organizational Meeting 
 

Sunday, January 14, 2018 at 10 a.m. -Temple Sinai.  
 

Want to join a chavurah?  
Meet people, do things with others? Joining a chavurah is the answer.  

Members can form chavurot in which they want to participate.  
Information on how to organize and run a chavurah will be given at the meeting. 

 

 Don’t miss out on the fun! 
 

                 Member #1                              Member #2 
 
 

I/we :______________________________________         _______________________________________ 
(are planning to attend this meeting)   

 

My/Our interests are: 
                   Member #1                 Member #2 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Chavurah: A Mainstay of Temples 
 

Chavurot have been the mainstay of temples for years. They are a means for congregants to come    
together with common interests outside the religious context of membership. They do not have to be 
limited to groups that have dinners each month at members’ homes. While that is one popular        
chavurah, all that is required is a few members with similar interests coming together.   
 
Chavurot are a win-win for all who participate. They build and strengthen relationships; provide      
opportunities to socialize outside of services; and offer members a means to welcome and integrate 
new members. One of the first questions out of prospective members’ mouths is, “Are there chavurot 
at Temple Sinai?” The answer is, of course, yes! There are existing chavurot, and there is room for 
more. There are no strict guidelines except that you must be a member of Temple Sinai to be a    
member of a chavurah.  
 

For more information contact Sanford Friedman at: esnjays@gmail.com  

mailto:esnjays@gmail.com
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Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class at Temple Sinai 
Wednesdays, 2:00pm to 3:30pm 

 

It is never too late to learn Hebrew and be called to the Torah as a Bar or Bat Mitzvah. Join other 
adults in the Sinai chapel to explore Judaism and study Torah in a meaningful pursuit under the guid-
ance of Arava Talve.   
 

Highlights of study: 
 Sharpen Hebrew reading skills 
 Build a Milon (Dictionary) 

 Learn about our Jewish texts and commentary 

 Prayer study and finding your way through Mishkan T’fillah 
 Parashat HaShavuah (weekly Torah study) 

 Torah and Haftarah trope 
 Group and individual work on Torah and Haftarah portion/verses 

 Chevruta (group) and individual study of Alyiot. 

 Shabbat service leadership. 
 

Creating D’var Torah (commentary on prayer, Torah and anything Jewish) 
This class is for any adult who wants to experience or re-experience  

becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah. Since the course is focused on the adult experience, it does not matter 
whether or not the participant became a Bar/Bat Mitzvah at age 13.  Please call the Temple office to 

reserve your space!   

For additional information, email: Aravatalve17@gmail.com 

No Time to Write Your Memoirs? 
You Can Still Leave a Legacy Video  

 

There will be generations ahead who won’t know you, who will wonder who you were, what you 
stood for, what you were really like, what you cared about, and what were the stories that you wanted 
them to hear. 
 

You can hope that your children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews will be able to carry your stories 
ahead into the future… or you can leave a digital audio/video record for the ages – professionally re-
corded and facilitated, edited and protected.  
 

Temple members: interviews include a segment on your Jewish journey and your Temple Sinai experi-
ences, posted in the Sinai archives and included at no additional cost. L’dor v’dor…. 
 

Special introductory offer - $499 
 

Package includes: digital audio recorded pre-interview, digital video recorded and edited primary in-
terview, video captures of up to 50 photo snapshots…all delivered for permanent access on 5 flash 
drives viewable on any computer, 5 DVDs in gift boxes, and an optional website posting for Internet 
viewing – on a private YouTube channel – with a unique, protected website address suitable for shar-
ing with friends and family. 
 

Contact Tom Hill with any questions or for URL of sample video with Temple Sinai member            
Flo Medove. th91711@yahoo.com or 909-732-6891  

 

Tom Hill has interviewed hundreds of sports, entertainment and business leaders since he began his media  ca-
reer in 1975. Hill is also the author of A Perfect Lie – The Hole Truth, the story of an amateur golfer’s career 
round. He resides in La Quinta, California with his wife Arava Talve. 

mailto:th91711@yahoo.com
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January 2018 
 
Our annual December 25

th
 “Chinese Dinner Buffet and Movie 

was a success thanks to all of those who were able to attend. The 
fact that all net proceeds are returned to the temple is a major shot 
in the arm. 
 
Always keep in mind that we have the Deli and Dinner movie on the 
second Thursday of each month. Stop by the office for a flyer or 
keep an eye out for the email blasts from Laura. 
 

Please make an effort to attend the Zimra dinners on the third Friday of the month. January’s menu 
is: Chicken Paprika, Moroccan Tilapia and Roasted Eggplant with Tahini and Lentils, and, of course, 
whatever else I decide to throw into the buffet.  Just be sure you make reservations so I know how 
much to prepare. I don’t want anyone telling me I did not have enough food to feed them. 
 
Every month I mention the work on the brick path. Just to repeat myself, How many of you have 
taken the time to go look at the landscaping and are now considering the purchase of brick? To start 
the new look, Brotherhood has dedicated a brick for all of our past presidents. Heck, who knows, 
maybe I will someday become “past president”. (Get the hint?) Go check it out please. 
 
I am still working with a great radio personality, “Fitz in the Morning” 104.3 Monday through Friday 
from 6 am to 10 am, to help with this endeavor and others in the community with the hopes of put-
ting together a major entertainment event. They have some dates to work with so I am hoping to 
make an announcement soon. He just had his own show at the McCallum and has been busy with 
that so we should be starting soon on the new project. 
 
B’ shalom 
 
Gordon Poster 

Gordon Poster 
Brotherhood President 

Brotherhood Sunday Morning Bagel Bar 
 

Brotherhood Bagel Bar in the lobby  
 9 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.  

 Sunday during Religious School.   
 

 

Brotherhood volunteers will be selling coffee, bagels, donuts and juice for  
religious school kids and their parents.  Parents may wish to sit and talk with others.   

All the profits will go to the Religious School snack fund. 
 

Once each month Brotherhood will be hosting a speaker in the Social Hall.   
 

If you want to help on any Sunday,  
please email the project chair, Ed Rudetsky 

 erudetsky@dc.rr.com 

mailto:erudetsky@dc.rr.com
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Mazel Tov to Andra Ready on her 
Conversion! 

Mazel Tov and good luck to Melisse Banwer 
as she begins her new position as  

Temple Sinai’s office manager.   

Your Temple Needs YOU!! 
We need telephone coverage, help with mailings, greeters, etc. 

Please call the office to volunteer. 
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ROSE GARDEN BRICKS 
 

LOOKING FOR A WAY TO HONOR A FAMILY MEMBER,   
A FRIEND, OR CELEBRATE A SPECIAL OCCASSION? 

  
CONSIDER PURCHASING A BRICK IN  

THE ROSE GARDEN.  
 

4 X 4 ($100)     8 X 8. ($200) 
(Larger bricks available by special order) 

 
CALL THE OFFICE: 760-568-9699 
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GIFTS & CONTRIBUTIONS 

IN LOVING MEMORY 
 

Howard Cohen 
Brother of Carol Goldsmith 

Brother-in-law of Phillip Goldsmith 
 

Salim Cohen Makabeh 
Beloved Father of Beatrice Eslamboly 

and Grandfather of Megan  
& Ethan Eslamboly 

 

Charlotte Grant 
Beloved Sister-In-Law of Diane Simon 

 

Dr. Harvey Walter Goldberg 
Beloved Father of Judith Monetathchi 

and Beloved Grandfather of  
Brendan, Evelyn &  

Angela Monetathchi 
 

Judith Salkow Shapiro 
Beloved Mother of Susan &  

Michael Moss 
 

Leo Solochek 
Beloved Uncle of Mitzie Olshansky  

& Laura Sklut 
 

Charlotte Grant 
Beloved Sister-In-Law  

of Diane Simon 
 

Steve Manning 
Beloved Husband of Reesa Manning 

 
GENERAL FUND 

 
IN MEMORY OF 

David Levine 
By Phyllis & Leonard Rudolph 

Adele Motenko 
By Esther Korn 

 
IN HONOR OF 

Ethel Cooperman’s Birthday 
By Jennifer Feldstein 

 
YAHRZEIT 

Max Olshansky 
By Jack Olshansky 

Douglas Bookin 
By Renee & Ron Partelow 

Louis Goldberg 
By Joan Garner 

Simone Cohen 
By Esther Korn 

Harold Newman 
By Jerrold & Ruth Newman 

Max Silberman 
By Lou Silberman &            

Gerrie Gussman 

Adele Benach  
By Jean C Carrus 

Jeffrey Gold 
By Gilda Gold 

Gil Rukenstein 
By Ruth Rukenstein 

 
TZEDAKAH 

 
Hal and Dede Marchik 

Karol Gordon 

Henry & Joan Kerns 
Lenore Levin 

 
 
 
 

 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY 

FUND 
 

YAHRZEIT 
Goldie Epstein 
By Stan Epstein 

 
Rachel Kaflowitz 
By Ceil Schwartz 

Brent Allen Monetathchi 
By Judith Monetathchi 

 
IN MEMORY OF 
Shirley Bandar 
By Susan Kross 

 
TZEDAKAH 
Andra Ready 

Barbara Perchetz 
 

GET WELL 
Paul A DePerry 

By Mr. and Mrs. Carl DePerry 
 

KADIMA BUILDING FUND 
 

YAHRZEIT 
Sherwin Jacobs 

By Mitzie Jacobs 
 

MITZVAH/FOOD BANK 
 

YAHRZEIT 
Stanley Amdur 

By Judy Egendorf 

Martin Weinstein 
By Carol & Jerry Corngold 

 
ONEG FUND 

Ann and Michael Hankin 
Stephanie & Paul Ross in 

Honor of their Anniversary 
 
 
 

 
BROTHERHOOD 

 

In Honor of Mitzvah Day  
Chef, Gordon Poster 

By Renee and Ron Partelow 

May their memory be  
for a blessing 
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CALENDAR IS ACCURATE WHEN IT GOES TO PRINT BUT  
IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE!  
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