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PREFACE

Following the successful introduction of a new Machzor for Rosh
Hashanah in 2011, this new volume for Yom Kippur completes the
renewal of all our prayer books. As before, we have attempted
to achieve a balance between fluidity and tradition: in common
with many distinguished translation projects, we have not sought
to adopt the most current form of English usage, which will itself
change, but have opted for a style that calls to mind a long
tradition as well as present needs. Thus we have updated some
phraseology that was awkward or obscure but have kept the very
special terminology of ‘thee’ and ‘thou’ when addressing God –
though in some poetic passages where it would have led to
cumbersome forms and an unnecessarily formal tone, we have
made exceptions. It has been a principle, too, to maintain in the
English as close a correspondence as possible to the Hebrew. This
determined our judgment in certain difficult cases, such as the
words Avinu malkeinu, which we have rendered traditionally as
‘Our Father, our King’. These words are more accurate as well as
more immediately evocative than the gender-neutral terms that
have been adopted in some communities. In no way does it imply
that we should conceive of God as a male-gendered being: God
is beyond gender, and perhaps even beyond what we normally
think of as ‘being’. Similarly, the occasional use of ‘man’ should be
considered in the sense of ‘mankind’, including both male and
female. 

We have again included at the end of the volume some notes on
the history and meaning of many of the prayers and on the musical
settings used at Westminster Synagogue. A series of introductory
notes at the beginning of the book may also be of interest in that
quiet time of waiting for the services to begin, as they provide some
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preface viii

background that may help to enrich participation in this most
special day of reflection and prayer.

We would like to record our thanks for the help that we
have received in the preparation of this book: to Rabbi Yuval
Keren for setting the Hebrew text and for guidance in research
related to the notes; to Alexander Knapp for all matters related
to the music of our services and its history; to Edward Gold for
collaboration in the early stages; to Philippa Bernard, Chris Rees,
and Vivienne Trenner for careful reading and helpful comments;
to the Movement for Reform Judaism for many of the translit-
erations; to the authors from whom we have drawn the Readings
for Reflection; to the Littman Library of Jewish Civilization,
especially to Pete Russell for his unstinting assistance with the
design and printing of this book; and finally to Colette Littman
for her unwavering commitment and support. 

April, 2019

The Prayer Book Committee

valery rees  
(Chair)

david adler
pe ter be yfus

claire connick
ivor connick 

pe ter goldsmith
cynthia landes

rabbi  dr thomas salamon
rabbi  benji  stanle y

———
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INTRODUCTORY NOTES

At  w e s t m i n s t e r  s y n a g o g u e prayers begin on the
evening of Yom Kippur with the lighting of candles and

the threefold repetition of the Kol Nidrei Prayer. From the morning
service, the prayers run right through the day until the end of
the fast. Many passages are repeated, and this repetition is not
accidental or superfluous, but helps to build the unique atmosphere
of this day.

Besides prayers, psalms and biblical readings, the Yom Kippur
service contains an abundance of poetry from many centuries and
many lands which, for all its diversity, continues to speak to us
today. It was something of a surprise to discover how much of the
Yom Kippur service consists of liturgical poetry, piyyutim (from the
Greek word for poetry poiesis). The earliest of these piyyutim were
composed from Talmudic times to the seventh century, usually by
authors unknown. Being songs of great beauty they took their part
in the liturgy, although their introduction was not without some
resistance early on. It has been suggested that at times they were
composed to serve instead of prayer and as a reminder of the
contents of prayer, in periods when Jewish prayer itself was
banned. Their beauty has ensured their survival, and a second wave
of great poets contributed more in the 11th to 13th centuries. We do
know the names of many of these authors. 

A common feature of the piyyut is the use of an acrostic form,
whereby the verses begin with the letters of the alphabet in turn.
This was not just to aid memory in an age when written texts
were few. The idea was to lend a completeness of form that
might serve to make up for any incompleteness of expression:
how else could fixed words of prayer suffice to express the whole
range of thoughts and emotions this day calls forth, across a
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introductory notes x

whole range of worshippers whose experiences of life are so
varied? Understanding the poets’ aims allows us to see these poems
in a new light and to feel affection for them. 

Turning to the Psalms, these brief notes cannot do justice to
their poetry, structure, content or history, which amply repay close
study, but the interested reader is referred to Nahum Sarna
(1923–2005), On the Book of Psalms: Exploring the Prayers of Ancient
Israel (Schocken Books, 1993) and Jonathan Magonet, A Rabbi
Reads the Psalms (SCM Press; 2nd Revised edition, 2011).

Some prayers may be recited five, six or, in a few cases a
significant seven or more times during the course of the entire
day from sunset to sunset. This is related to the way in which
our prayers are structured. Thus, following the evening service
of Kol Nidrei, there are five distinct sections to the prayers
that run seamlessly through the day on Yom Kippur: Morning
Service (Shacharit) Additional Service (Musaf ), Afternoon Service
(Mincha), Memorial Service (Yizkor) and Concluding Service
(Ne’ila). Each section has its own structure prescribed by tradition,
and so some elements are present in every section but others are
not. The morning begins with preparatory prayers and psalms
chosen to mark the mood of the day. Many of these psalms occur
also in the funeral service, as we are invited on this day to
remember our mortality. Each service also contains psalms and a
substantial number of prayers asking for forgiveness, known as
Selichot, including some expressing confession, Vidui, of our own
misdeeds, either as individuals or as a community. At the core of
each section is Avodah, or worship, which in the evening and
morning contains the Sh’ma and its benedictions, while in all the
services it contains the Amidah (standing prayer) or Tefillah: this
constitutes the part of the service laid down long ago, probably
in Temple times, as a specific requirement. The morning and
afternoon services also contain Torah readings, with their
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attendant introduction and blessings. The concluding prayers
of each service include the two paragraphs of the Aleinu, also
prescribed by long tradition. 

Amongst the lengthy passages dedicated during the day to
selichot, seeking forgiveness, are the numerous outpourings of
poetry (piyyutim) noted above. Though not part of the avodah
originally prescribed, they were adopted into the prayer book over
the centuries and they play a vital part in creating the atmosphere
of quiet reflection and meditative depth that is the particular
characteristic of this special day. 

v.r.

the KO L N I D RE I prayer

From earliest times, Jews have followed a ritual for the atonement
of past sins and the release from vows that cannot be kept, but the
origins of the procedures associated with the Kol Nidrei prayer and
Yom Kippur itself are obscure. The Talmud states that a declaration
to annul vows should be made at the beginning of the year (Rosh
Hashanah). It is said that the change to Yom Kippur was made after
the Talmudic period as that was the day when the majority of Jews
attended synagogue. On that day leather was not worn, and white
garments were worn for several reasons: as a symbol of purity, as a
reminder of our mortality at the time of judgment and also because
the High Priest, who entered the Holy of Holies just once a year, on
this day, put on white garments, not knowing if he was going to live
or die (Leviticus 16: 4).

The first references to a specific Kol Nidrei formula for collective
use are found in the eighth century ce in the legal responsa of
the Babylonian Geonim (spiritual leaders) who strongly condemn
the Palestinian practice of remitting vows made by individuals
through the agency of a legal expert or a court of three laymen.

xi introductory notes
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introductory notes xii

The prejudice against the use of vows in the Babylonian academies,
especially at Sura, continued through the ninth and tenth centuries
when reciting Kol Nidrei was banned and described as ‘a foolish
custom’.

What specific dangers the Babylonian authorities thought lay
behind the custom is not known. Nor do we know where Kol Nidrei
had taken root. An obvious possibility is Palestinian Jewry, which
was religiously vital in this period, yet none of the sources of its
liturgy includes a formula like that of Kol Nidrei, nor would it have
been in Aramaic. A Palestinian order of service found in the Cairo
Genizah gives Psalms 130 and 103: 2–22 as the sole prelude to the
Yom Kippur evening service. Nevertheless, the view that the prayer
originated in Palestine was popular among scholars of the early
twentieth century. 

The possible association of Kol Nidrei with magic also lies at the
root of a theory proposed by Cyrus Gordon (1908–2001), a biblical
archaeologist who pointed out striking parallels between the
Aramaic text of Kol Nidrei and the texts inscribed on magical
incantation bowls, popular in Babylonia around 500 ce. According
to this view, the original function of the prayer was to annul curses
or oaths which set evil forces in motion, not to withhold promises
or obligations. 

Whatever the origin and reasons for the opposition, some form
of Kol Nidrei declaration appears to have been used by the Jewish
communities which accepted the authority of the academies of
Sura and Pumbedita. This Babylonian ‘compromise’ on a permis-
sible formula rejected the concept that vows might be annulled
either retrospectively or in advance, a practice which had been
permitted in Palestine under certain conditions. Fearful of the
moral implications of such a procedure, the Geonim were willing
to accept only a formula emphasising the purely religious purpose
of seeking ‘pardon, forgiveness and atonement’ before God. The
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period of time to be covered by the declaration was always the year
just concluded, hence the characteristic phrase of the Gaonic text
of Kol Nidrei, ‘from the previous Yom Kippur until this Yom Kippur’. 

However, this Babylonian version is not the familiar formula
used in the Ashkenazi rite. The Jewries of western and northern
Europe did not accept the hegemony of Babylonia and so did not
accept the Hebrew text of the Geonim. In the twelfth century a
further major change was introduced into the ritual by the scholars
of France and Germany from whom the Ashkenazi rite eventually
derived. These authorities, known collectively as the Tosafists, were
the disciples and followers of Rashi. Their communities had never
completely abandoned the older traditions of the Aramaic version
of the liturgy, and this has remained standard for Ashkenazim,
while the Hebrew version of the Geonim was adopted by the
Romanian and Italian Sephardi rites. 

What does the Ashkenazi text mean? Rabbi Ethan Tucker,
(Mechon Hadar, 2013) asks whether the text of Kol Nidrei is a
release from past failure or a mechanism for preventing future sin.
Are we apologising for being unable to fulfil the powerful vows we
have made to God and at the same time, are we expecting to fail to
meet our future obligations? 

The Tosafists recast the formula as an anticipatory cancellation
of vows, oaths, etc. which might be made ‘from this Yom Kippur
until next Yom Kippur’. They excluded vows taken during the past
year because the Talmud states that vows already made cannot be
annulled unless certain legal conditions are fulfilled, conditions not
required by the Geonim. Indeed the Tosafists wanted to turn all the
verbs of the older Kol Nidrei formula from the past to the future
tense. Their lack of success has left posterity with a grammatical
muddle: the time period in the current text is ‘from this Yom Kippur
until next Yom Kippur’, yet all the verbs are left in the past tense
(‘which we have vowed’, etc.). Later efforts to remove these contra-

xiii introductory notes
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introductory notes xiv

dictions have been unsuccessful as the emotional attachment of
the congregations and their cantors to the traditional text has been
too strong. This version of Kol Nidrei is known as the Aramaic
version, while the older Gaonic text is commonly called the
Hebrew version, since this is the language in which it is cited in
Gaonic literature. All the authorities draw special attention to the
principle that Kol Nidrei is valid only for personal obligations
undertaken by the individual in relation to God.

The legal arguments of the Tosafist scholars were not accepted
uncritically by later Ashkenazi authorities but the Tosafist version
has remained the standard Kol Nidrei text used by Ashkenazi con-
gregations to this day. Western Sephardim recite only the Gaonic
(Hebrew) text referring to vows of the past year. Sephardim in the
Middle East, including Yemenites, follow the Tosafist version.
It has been suggested that the two versions continued to coexist
because Hebrew was used by those with learning while the people
at large employed the more familiar Aramaic. The opposite may be
the case today. 

A further suggestion is that much of the prominence that Kol
Nidrei has continued to enjoy, despite the problems it has raised,
can be attributed to the role it has played in Kabbalistic literature.
There it has been interpreted as a mystical rite by which God
might be induced to annul the vow to destroy the Israelites after
their sin with the Golden Calf (Exodus 32: 9–10), and also to
nullify the later threat to punish them for their mutiny in the
wilderness.

Anti-Semites have frequently taken Kol Nidrei as evidence that
the oath of a Jew is worthless. Different attempts have been made
in more recent times to counter such accusations. In 1844 a synod
of the Reform movement in Germany recommended that Kol
Nidrei be removed from the liturgy, but later reformers offered
substitute versions, so the tradition never entirely disappeared.
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A number of emotional factors may have been significant in pro-
tecting Kol Nidrei from the attacks of critics. A popular tradition
was that it was created as a prayer to protect martyrs and victims of
religious persecution. 

Scarcely less important was the crucial role played by the
melody – actually a variety of melodies – in its popularity and
survival. As far as Sephardim are concerned, there seems to be no
standard melody. In the Provençal rite of Carpentras, Kol Nidrei is
said in a whisper and therefore has no melody. In other Sephardi
communities it is said by the entire congregation alternating with
the chazan (cantor). The earliest reference to a tune for Kol Nidrei
among Ashkenazim comes in the twelfth century. The practice,
still current, of reciting the formula three times was instituted early
and used to convey a specific thought or emotion with each
repetition. 

It is believed that the early chazanim improvised their melodies
to express these ideas and in the course of time certain tunes
became traditional. For a full note on the melody, see p. xvii.
It has been conjectured that it was both legal and practical
considerations that obliged the chazanim to improvise a melody.
In addition to the standard practice in ancient Jewish court pro-
cedure of repeating pronouncements three times, the Kol Nidrei
had to be started in daylight and its recitation prolonged until
sunset. The chazanim would also repeat it several times to enable
latecomers to the service to hear and participate.

Another ritual special to the Kol Nidrei service is the wearing
of the tallit, normally limited to morning services because the
biblical source for this practice requires that the tsitsit on the four
corners of the prayer-shawl be clearly seen. As the service starts
in daylight, worshippers wear their tallit and continue to wear
it throughout the service, even after sunset. The tallit is also a
reminder of mortality, as it is often used as a shroud. 

c.l.

xv introductory notes
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introductory notes xvi

a reflection on Y O M K I P P U R

Many of the rituals in the Yom Kippur services are a reminder of
earlier practices, the most important being the Avodah, the
sacrificial service conducted by the High Priest. It is on Yom Kippur
that we become very conscious of the Temple that once stood in
Jerusalem: we remember the High Priest atoning for himself, his
household and the people, at the one time of year when all those
present prostrated themselves as he entered the sacred space of the
Holy of Holies. 

There are some who wish to see the Temple rebuilt and the rites
re-established. Others consider it part of a primitive past, to be
quietly passed over save for a token recollection. Few recall the
political and judicial power held by the High Priests or their
authority and that of the Temple in the daily life of the Jews of
those days. How then should we recall the Temple as we come
across these references in our prayers?

The Temple was not merely a place of priestly ritual and
centralised sacrifice. It was the place at which heaven met earth.
Under it were the waters under the earth. Hovering above the
Holy of Holies was the presence of God, the Shechina, guarding
the city of Jerusalem so long as the Temple stood. The stability
of the whole created world, that is, of the creation of the six days,
rested upon and was denoted by the existence of the Temple, as
if on a permanent Sabbath of rest. 

It is this understanding of the Temple that we may recall on
Yom Kippur, and we may aspire to the perfect atonement that
each Yom Kippur offers us. On Yom Kippur we stand raw and
exposed and invite our state to be viewed with mercy and forgive-
ness. We implore, we pray, we even argue with God. The liturgy of
Yom Kippur contains a number of words connected with sin and
forgiveness which are not otherwise heard during the Jewish year,
but nonetheless become familiar as they recur during the day’s
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services. To supplement the single-word translations used in our
prayers, we may note here some key terms with implications of
legal as well as religious significance:

But ultimately Kol Nidrei marks a religious moment, which
enables Yom Kippur to open its magical door of hope. p.g.

note on the music used for
the KO L N I D RE I prayer

For all who are inspired by the beauty of music from the Western
classical tradition, Max Bruch’s Kol Nidrei creates an atmosphere of
deep meditation and repose. The passion of the ‘cellist as cantor’,
performing a melody that has become iconic, evokes a mood
of religious devotion and has become accepted as a profound
liturgical expression. 

Bruch (1838–1920) was born in Cologne and died near Berlin. As
an established composer in the German Romantic tradition, he
was repeatedly encouraged – especially by his cellist friend Robert
Hausmann (1852–1909) – to write a work for cello that would
match the enormous appeal of his Violin Concerto in  G minor,
opus 26. The result was Kol Nidrei, opus 47, subtitled Adagio on
Hebrew Melodies, composed in Berlin during the second half of July
1880, dedicated to Hausmann, and published the following year.
The work received its première in Liverpool on 2 November 1880,

xvii introductory notes

avon dealing crookedly
pesha deliberate departure from normal rules
chet
chata’ah
s’lach to forgive, with a sense of cleansing
m’chal to remit or cancel, as for a debt
kaper to cover over

� failing to behave as one would wish
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introductory notes xviii

with Josef Hollmann (1852–1926) as soloist, and Bruch, now
Director of the Philharmonic Society in Liverpool, as conductor.
It quickly became extremely popular, both as a cello piece and in
other arrangements that Bruch was prevailed upon to provide. 

How did Bruch get to know the musical materials upon which
his Kol Nidrei is based? He writes: 

As a young man . . . I studied the folksongs of all nations as a real priority,
for folksong is the source of all true melody – a wellspring from which
one must refresh and elevate oneself . . . So the study of Hebrew National
Song also came my way – I got to know Kol Nidrei and some other songs
in Berlin through the Lichtenstein Family who befriended me. Although
I’m Protestant, nevertheless as an artist I deeply appreciate the extra-
ordinary beauty of these songs; and therefore, through my realizations,
I gladly disseminate them. 

(Letter to E. Birnbaum, Breslau, 4 December, 1889.) 

But a more enigmatic intonation in the composer’s voice is
revealed in an earlier letter: 

The two melodies are first-class – the first is an age old Hebrew song of
atonement, the second (D major) is the middle section of a moving and
truly magnificent song, O weep for those that wept on Babel’s stream, by
Byron, equally very old. I got to know both melodies in Berlin, where
I had much to do with the Children of Israel in the Choral Society.
The success of Kol Nidrei is assured, because all the Jews in the world are 
for it . . .                                            (Letter to Emil Kamphausen, 31 January, 1882.) 

Both letters indicate that Bruch was not a Jew. So why have so
many assumptions been made about his Jewishness? First of all,
his surname has sometimes been considered a variant of the
Hebrew baruch (blessed); however, Bruch has other meanings in
German, from a ‘breach’ or ‘break’, to a ‘marsh’. Secondly, there are
commentators who believe that only a Jew could have composed
Kol Nidrei – and also the G minor Violin Concerto, with its quasi-
cantorial recitative at the beginning of the first movement. But
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Max Christian Friedrich Bruch (also known as Max Karl August
Bruch) came from a long line of Lutheran clergymen, of whom the
earliest known was Thomas Bruch, born in 1560. 

The cello work consists of two separate sections. The first is
founded upon the distinctive cantorial chant that has been sung
throughout the Ashkenazi world probably since the early sixteenth
century. There are many variants, all of which begin with the same
characteristic musical intervals and note values. Incidentally, this
melody appears, in modified forms, in works by a number of com-
posers, most intriguingly in the sixth movement of Beethoven’s
String Quartet in C sharp minor, opus 131.

The Aramaic prayer, nullifying oaths and vows perhaps made
under duress in the context of enforced conversions, may, as
mentioned above (page xi), have been composed somewhere in
the Sephardi world as early as the eighth or ninth century ce.
By the eleventh century, the text was traditionally chanted three
times consecutively, the first time quietly in a low register,
gradually increasing in volume at each repetition. In his Rabbinic
code entitled Levush, Rabbi Mordecai Jaffa of Prague (1530–1612)
mentioned for the first time that there was a set melody already
well established among the Ashkenazi cantors of his day. This
chant, one of the sacred repertoire of so-called Missinai tunes,
appears to have been written down in Western notation for the
first time by Cantor Ahron Beer (1738–1821) in Berlin in 1765. 

Cantor Abraham Jacob Lichtenstein (1806–1880), a trained
musician who had been appointed Chazan to the Berlin Syna-
gogue in 1845, was a pivotal figure in Jewish music of the period.
He gave the celebrated composer and choirmaster Louis Lewan-
dowski (1821–1894) an enormous number of liturgical melodies
from the South-West German tradition, including Kol Nidrei,
and Lewandowski later incorporated many of them into his two
widely used anthologies for the yearly liturgical cycle: Kol Rinnah

xix introductory notes
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introductory notes xx

U’t’fillah (1871) and Todah W’simrah (1876 and 1882). Cantor
Lichtenstein also gave the Kol Nidrei melody to Bruch. 

Although the short musical introductions to Kol Nidrei found
in Lewandowski’s setting (for soloist, mixed choir and organ), and
in Bruch’s cello work are entirely different from each other, the
whole of the succeeding first section of Bruch is based on that of
Lewandowski (Kol Rinnah, no. 107) with only slight changes.
However, many of the cantorial motifs in Lewandowski are
transformed into a Western classical style in Bruch’s composition. 

It is the first section of Bruch’s version that we use at
Westminster Synagogue: a section in D minor of intense drama
and emotion. Bruch followed it with a second cello section of
counterbalancing lyricism. But for the Kol Nidrei service, we follow
this with the traditional triple rendering of the text, sung twice
in Lewandowski’s version and finally declaimed by the Rabbi.

a.k.

music notations in the text

Musical notes are indicated in the margins of the text as signposts.
They are not definitive, and practice may change over time, but
they are given as a guideline:

� indicates passages which are usually sung

� indicates solo singing

�� indicates singing that is partly by the soloist and partly by the 
congregation

§ indicates a change from singing back to reading where this 
may not otherwise be obvious
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1

Evening Service for the Day of Atonement

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe,
who hast sanctified us by thy commandments and
commanded us to kindle the [on sabbath: Sabbath and]
Day of Atonement lights.

Through thy great kindness, O Lord, I enter thy house.
In reverence for thee I bow down towards the temple of thy
holiness. 

Kol Nidrei
the ark is opened and the scrolls taken out

May all the promises we make to God in vain, all vows, all
obligations, oaths and promises, all personal pledges which
we have sworn and bound upon our souls, from this Yom
Kippur to the next – O let it come for our good! – may we
be absolved of these promises and commitments which
we cannot keep. Let them be deemed absolved, forgiven,
annulled, void and of no effect. All promises made to our
neighbours shall stand. But may God not reckon empty
vows made to him alone as vows, oaths as oaths, and
promises as promises.

the scrolls are replaced in the ark
which is left open
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2 evening service for the day of atonement

O God, faithful king, omnipotent, most merciful,
I approach thee to offer up prayers and petitions for thy
people Israel, who have deputed me. Thou one and only
Lord, righteous judge, who is pure before thee, and who
can be righteous in thy judgment? In thy mercy, look
graciously upon me, I pray, from thy holy habitation.
O gracious God, let me find favour in thine eyes;
hear the supplications and prayers which I pour out
before thee for myself, for my household and for my
congregation, who are now assembled as one, and who
with one heart and one mind implore the compassion of
their heavenly Father. O good and forgiving God, regard
our supplications and pardon our iniquities, for as it is
written in thy holy word, ‘Thou, O God, wilt not despise
a humble and contrite heart,’ and it is said, ‘Whoever
confesses sins and forsakes evil ways shall find mercy.’
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in thy sight, O God, my rock and
my redeemer.

Revive the spirit of the humble, and remove the burden
of sin, O thou who hearest prayer. Prolong my years in
thy mercy, and ensure fulfilment of all my petitions. May
my prayers be accounted as incense and sacrifice before
thee. O God who acceptest prayer, listen to my voice,
thou who hearkenest to every voice.

the ark is closed
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3 evening service for the day of atonement

It is good to give thanks unto the Lord,
And to sing praises unto thy name, O most high;

To declare thy lovingkindness in the morning,
And thy faithfulness in the night;

With an instrument of ten strings, and with the lyre,
With a solemn sound upon the harp.

For thou, O Lord, hast made me glad with thy work;
I will exult in the works of thy hands.

How great are thy works, O Lord,
Thy thoughts are very deep.

A brutish man does not know;
Neither does a fool understand this.

When the wicked spring up as the grass
And when all the workers of iniquity flourish,

It is that they may be destroyed for ever.
But thou, O Lord, art on high for evermore;

For lo, thine enemies, O Lord,
For, lo, thine enemies shall perish;

All the workers of iniquity shall be scattered.
But my strength thou hast exalted like that of the wild-ox;

I am anointed with fresh oil.
Mine eyes shall see the fate of mine enemies;

Mine ears shall hear the fate of the wicked who rise up against me.

The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree;
They will grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

Planted in the house of the Lord,
They will flourish in the courts of our God.

They shall bring forth fruit in old age;
They shall be full of sap and green

To declare that the Lord is upright,
My rock, in whom there is no unrighteousness.

on sabbath

Psalm 92
A Psalm, a Song for the Sabbath Day
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Psalm 38
A Psalm of David, to bring to remembrance

O Lord, rebuke me not in thy wrath, neither punish
me in the heat of thine anger, for thine arrows stick
fast in me, and thy hand presses me sore. There is
no soundness in my flesh because of thy fury, nor is
there any rest in my bones because of my sin. For my
iniquities are gone over my head. As a heavy burden
they are too weighty for me. My wounds have become
harmful and corrupt on account of my foolishness. I
am troubled, I am bowed down greatly;  I go mourning
all the day long. For a fever rages within me, and there
is no soundness in my flesh. I am numbed and sore
broken; I moan by reason of the anguish of my heart. 

O God, all my desire is before thee, and my groaning
is not hid from thee. My heart trembles, my strength
fails me. The light of mine eyes has also gone from me.

4 evening service for the day of atonement

Psalm 93

The Lord reigns; he is clothed in majesty;
the Lord is clothed, he has girded himself with strength.

The world is also established; it cannot be shaken.
Thy throne is established of old; thou art from everlasting.

The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted
up their voice; the floods lift up their roaring.

Yet mightier than the voice of many waters, than the
mighty breakers of the sea, art thou, O Lord on high.

Thy testimonies are very sure, holiness befits thy house,
O Lord, for evermore.

_____________
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5 evening service for the day of atonement

My friends and companions stand aloof from my affliction,
and my kinsmen stand afar off. They also that seek after
my life lay snares for me, and they that desire my hurt
speak mischievous things and imagine deceits all the day
long. But I, as one who is deaf, heard not and as if dumb
I opened not my mouth. Thus I am become as one who
does not hear and from whose mouth comes no judgment.

For in thee, O God, do I hope; thou wilt answer,  O Lord
my God. For I said, ‘Peradventure they will rejoice over me;
when my foot slipped they exulted over me.’ For I am ready
to fall and my pain is continually before me. For I declare
my iniquity; I grieve on account of my sin. But the life of
my enemies flourished. And they that hate me wrongfully
multiplied. They also that render evil for good persecute
me, even though I follow that which is good.

Forsake me not, O Lord; my God, be not far from me.
Hasten to my help, O Lord, my salvation. 

Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this people,
according to the greatness of thy mercy and as thou hast
forgiven this people from Egypt until now. And the Lord
said, ‘I have pardoned according to your prayer’.

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe,
who has kept us alive, sustained us, and enabled us to reach
this season. Amen.

And he, being merciful, forgives iniquity and does not
destroy. He frequently turns away his anger and awakens
not all his wrath. O Lord, save us. Answer us, O King, on
the day that we cry out.

WSYK02EVEAtone2019_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:32  Page 9



running head 00running head 6

T 276

T 276

WSYK02EVEAtone2019_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:32  Page 12



6 evening service for the day of atonement

Bless the Lord who is ever to be blessed.

Blessed be the Lord, who is blessed for ever and ever.

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe,
who at thy word bringest on the evening twilight, with
wisdom openest the gates of heaven, and with under-
standing changest times and variest seasons and settest the
stars in their watches in the sky, according to thy will. 

Thou createst day and night, rolling away the light before
the darkness and darkness before the light. Thou makest
the day to pass and the night to come, dividing day from
night; the Lord of hosts is thy name. Blessed art thou,
O Lord, who bringest on the evening twilight.

With everlasting love hast thou loved the house of Israel,
thy people; thou hast taught us law and commandments,
statutes and judgments. We shall therefore meditate on
thy statutes, O Lord our God, when we lie down and
when we rise up. We shall rejoice and exult in the words
of thy law, thy commandments and thy statutes, for ever
and ever; for they are our life and the length of our days,
and we shall reflect on them day and night. O never
withdraw thy love from us. 

Blessed art thou, O Lord, who lovest thy people Israel.
Amen
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7 evening service for the day of atonement

Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One.

Blessed be the name of his glorious kingdom for ever 
and ever.

And you shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And
these words, which I command you this day, shall be in
your heart. And you shall teach them diligently to your
children and shall speak of them when you are sitting in
your house and when you walk by the way, when you lie
down and when you rise up. And you shall bind them
for a sign upon your hand; and they shall be as frontlets
between your eyes, and you shall write them upon the
doorposts of your house and upon your gates.

in s ilence

And it shall come to pass, that if you will hearken
diligently unto my commandments which I command
you this day, to love the Lord your God and to serve him
with all your heart and with all your soul, then I shall
send rain for your land in its due season; the early rain
and the later rain, that you may gather in your corn, your
wine and your oil. And I shall give grass in your fields for
your cattle, that you may eat and be satisfied. Take heed
to yourselves, lest your heart be deceived and you turn
aside and serve other gods and worship them. For then
the Lord’s anger will be kindled against you, and he will
shut up the heavens so that there be no rain and the land
yield no fruit and you will soon perish from off the good
land which the Lord gives you. And you shall lay up
these my words in your heart and in your soul, and bind
them for a sign upon your hand, and they shall be as
frontlets between your eyes. And you shall teach them to
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8 evening service for the day of atonement

your children, speaking of them when you are sitting
in your house and when you are walking by the way,
when you lie down and when you rise up. And you shall
write them upon the doorposts of your house and upon
your gates, that your days and the days of your children
may be increased in the land which the Lord promised
to give to your ancestors for as long as the heavens are
above the earth. 

And the Lord spoke unto Moses, saying: ‘Speak unto
the children of Israel and bid them make themselves
fringes on the borders of their garments throughout
their generations and put upon the fringe of each border
a thread of blue. And it shall be unto you for a fringe, so
that when you look upon it you will remember all the
commandments of the Lord and keep them; so that you
will not stray after the inclinations of your hearts and
your eyes, by which you are seduced; 

so that you will remember and keep all my
commandments and be holy unto your God.
I am the Lord your God, who brought you out
of the land of Egypt, to be your God: I am the
Lord your God.’

All this is true and trusted and established with us:
that he is the Lord our God and there is none besides
him and that we, Israel, are his people. It is he who
redeemed us from the hand of kings, who delivered us
from the grasp of all who inspired terror; the God who
punished our foes for us, who dealt retribution to all the
enemies of our soul. He has ordained our souls for life,
and has not allowed our feet to slip. He has caused us to
tread upon the high places of our enemies, and exalted
our strength above all who hated us. He wrought for us
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9 evening service for the day of atonement

retribution upon Pharaoh, with signs and wonders in
the land of the children of Ham. He smote in his wrath
all the first-born of Egypt, and brought forth his people
Israel from among them to everlasting freedom. 

He caused his children to pass through the divided Red
Sea; their pursuing enemies he sank in the depths. Then
his children beheld his might; they praised and gave
thanks to his Name, and gladly accepted his rule over
them. Moses and the children of Israel sang a song unto
thee with great joy, saying, all of them: 

‘Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the mighty?
Who is like unto thee, glorious in holiness, revered in
praise, working wonders?’

Thy children beheld thy sovereign power over the sea,
O Lord our God. Together they all acknowledged and
proclaimed thy kingdom, saying: 

‘The Lord shall reign for ever and ever.’ 

And it is said: ‘For the Lord has delivered Jacob and
redeemed him from the hand of one stronger than him.’
Blessed art thou, O Lord, who hast redeemed Israel.
Amen.

on sabbath

And the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath,
observing the sabbath throughout their generations, for
an everlasting covenant. It is a sign between me and the
children of Israel for ever; for in six days the Lord made
heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested and
was refreshed.

_____________
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     ערבים לום הכפורים

 

 

י־ַבּיּום  ר   ַהזֶּה כִּ יכֶּם  ְיַכפֵּ ר  ֲעלֵּ ְתכֶּם  ְלַטהֵּ כֺּל  אֶּ   מִּ

יכֶּם ְפנֵּי ַחטֺּאתֵּ ה לִּ ְטהָֹ   ְיהו ָֹ ׃ רּוֽ תִּ  
 

עמידה           

נָֹי ַתי ֲאד  ח ְׂשפָֹ ְפתָֹ י . תִּ יד ּופִּ ּלָֹתֶּ  יַּגִּ ׃  ָךֽ ְתהִּ  

רּוְך ה  ּבָֹ היְ    ַאתָֹ י  ינּו ֽ ֱאֹלהֵּ    הו ָֹ אֹלהֵּ תֵּ    וֵּ י .   ינּוֽ ֲאבו  ֱאֹלהֵּ  
ם    הָֹ ק ..  ַאְברָֹ ְצחָֹ י יִּ ה .  ֱאֹלהֵּ רָֹ י ׂשָֹ ב . ֱאֹלהֵּ י ַיֲעק  אֹלהֵּ וֵּ  

ל  ל ַהּגָֹדו  אֵּ ל . הָֹ חֵּ י רָֹ אֹלהֵּ י לֵָּאה . וֵּ ה . ֱאֹלהֵּ ְבקָֹ י רִּ ֱאֹלהֵּ
א ר ְוַהּנֹורָֹ ּבו  נֵּה  ַהּגִּ ים קו  בִּ ים טו  דִּ ל ֲחסָֹ מֵּ ן . ּגו  ְליו  ל עֶּ . אֵּ

ל . כֵּר   ַהכ  י  ְוזו  יא   .  ָאבו ת ַחְסּדֵּ בִּ ל  ּומֵּ ְבנֵּי גֹואֵּ ם   לִּ ְבנֵּיהֶּ  
ה  ַעןֽ ְלַמ   ׃ ְׁשמו  ְּבַאֲהבָֹ  

ים .  נּוֽ ז ְׇ֯כרֵּ   ל  ַלַחּיִּ ץ  לְֶּךֽ מֶּ  אֵּ פֵּ ים  חָֹ ַען  .  ַּבַחּיִּ            ְלַמ 
ים  יָךֽ ַרֲחמֶּ  ים  ֱאֹלהִּ יעַ ֽ ּומֹוׁשִּ    עֹוזֵּר   לְֶּךֽ מֶּ   .   ַחּיִּ  

גֵּן רּוְך    ׃    ּומָֹ ה      ּבָֹ ה       ַאתָֹ גֵּן      .     ְיהו ָֹ ם        מָֹ הָֹ ַאְברָֹ  
דּופ קֵּ ה ו  רָֹ ׃ ׂשָֹ  

 

ה ּבֹור   ַאתָֹ ה  ְלעֹולָֹם  גִּ ים   ְמַחּיֵּה  . ְיהו ָֹ תִּ ה  מֵּ ַרב   .  ַאתָֹ  

׃ יעַ ֽ ׁשִּ ְלהו    

ים   ְמַכְלכֵּל דֽ ְּבחֶּ  ַחּיִּ ים .   סֶּ ים ְּבַרֲחמִּ תִּ ים  ְמַחּיֵּה מֵּ . ַרּבִּ  
ְך  ים    סו מֵּ ְפלִּ א   .     נו  פֵּ ים     ְורו  לִּ יר    .   חו  ּוַמתִּ  

ים  נֵּי    ֱאמּונָֹתו     ּוְמַקּיֵּם  .    ֲאסּורִּ יׁשֵּ ר  לִּ פָֹ י    ׃ עָֹ ו ָך  מִּ כָֹמ   

ַעל ת   ַּב  י    ְּגבּורו  ה  ּומִּ ו מֶּ ְך ֽ מֶּ   .   ּלְָֹך־ּד  ית  לֶּ מִּ ּוְמַחּיֶּה  מֵּ  
יַח  ה   ּוַמְצמִּ  י   ׃  ְיׁשּועָֹ ָך   מִּ ו  ים   ַאב   כָֹמ  ַרֲחמִּ כֵּר  .   הָֹ זו   
ין ים   ְיצּורָֹ ים   ְלַחּיִּ ה    ְלַהֲחיו ת   ׃    ְּבַרֲחמִּ ן    ַאתָֹ ְונֱֶּאמָֹ  

ים  תִּ ה יְ  ׃ מֵּ רּוְך ַאתָֹ ה . ּבָֹ יםְמַחּיֶּ הו ָֹ תִּ ׃ ה ַהּמֵּ
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11 evening service for the day of atonement

And thou art holy, thou who dwellest amidst the praises
of Israel.

Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is
full of his glory.

Therefore let the fear of thee, O Lord, be upon all thy
works, and the awe of thee upon all thou hast created.
May all thy works reverence thee and all creation bow
down before thee. May they all unite as one to perform
thy will with a perfect heart. For we know, O Lord our
God, that supreme power rests with thee, strength is in
thy hand, might is on thy right side and the awe of thy
name is upon all whom thou hast created.

Let honour, O Lord, be upon thy people, glory upon
those who revere thee, goodly hope with those who seek
thee, and confidence with those who wait for thee.
Grant joy unto thy land, gladness unto thy city, speedily
in our days.

And the righteous shall see it and be glad. And the
upright shall rejoice and the pious exult in song. But
iniquity shall be dumb. All wickedness shall vanish like
smoke. For thou shalt remove the rule of tyranny from
the earth.

And thou, O Lord, alone shalt reign over all thy works
on mount Zion, the residence of thy glory, and in
Jerusalem, the city of thy sanctuary; as it is written in thy
holy word:
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12 evening service for the day of atonement

‘The Lord will reign for ever; even thy God, O Zion,
from generation to generation. Hallelujah!’

Thou art holy and thy name fills us with awe, and
besides thee there is no God. As it is written, ‘And the
Lord of hosts is exalted in judgment, and the holy God
is sanctified in righteousness.’ Blessed art thou, O Lord,
the  holy  King.

on sabbath

Our God and God of our ancestors, accept, we
beseech thee, our day of rest. Sanctify us with thy
commandments, and ordain our portion to be in
thy law. Satisfy us with thy goodness, gladden us with
thy salvation and purify our hearts that we may worship
thee in truth. Cause us, O Lord our God, to inherit thy
holy Sabbath with love and delight, and grant that all
Israel who sanctify thy name may have rest thereon.
Blessed art thou, O Lord, who sanctifiest the Sabbath.

_____________

Thou hast chosen us from all people; thou hast loved
us and been pleased with us; thou hast exalted us in
holiness among all nations. Thou hast sanctified us by
thy commandments, and brought us near unto thy
service, O our King; thou hast called us by thy great and
holy name. And in love thou hast given us, O Lord,
our God, [on sabbath: this day of rest, and] this Day
of Atonement, even this day of holy convocation, for
forgiveness and atonement, and to pardon thereon all
our iniquities.
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13 evening service for the day of atonement

Our God and God of our ancestors, pardon our
iniquities [on sabbath: on this day of rest, and] on this
Day of Atonement. Blot out and remove our
transgressions and our sins from thy sight. As it is said,
‘I, even I, am he who for mine own sake blots out
your transgressions, and your sins I will not remember.’
And it is said, ‘I have blotted out your transgressions
as a cloud, and your sins as a thick cloud. Return to
me, for I have redeemed you.’ And it is said,

‘For on this day shall atonement be made for you, to
purify you. From all your sins shall ye be clean before
the Lord.’

Our God and God of our ancestors, may our
remembrance ascend and come before thee; may it be
accepted and remembered, with remembrance of our
ancestors, remembrance of Jerusalem thy holy city, and
remembrance of all thy people the house of Israel, to
bring deliverance, well-being, grace, lovingkindness and
compassion [on sabbath: on this day of rest, and] on this
Day of Atonement.

Remember us, O our God, this day for good. Amen.

Visit us this day with thy blessing. Amen.

Preserve us this day for a good life. Amen.

As thou hast promised deliverance and compassion,
pardon us and save us, for our eyes are turned to thee,
for thou art a gracious and merciful God and King.
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14 evening service for the day of atonement

Our God and God of our ancestors, reign in thy glory
over the whole world and be exalted in thy majesty over
all the earth. Shine forth in the excellence of thy
supreme power over all the inhabitants of the world.
May every creature acknowledge that thou hast created
it, and every living thing understand that thou hast
fashioned it. May all who have breath in their nostrils
declare that the Lord God of Israel reigns and that his
kingdom is supreme over all.

Sanctify us with thy commandments and ordain our
portion to be in thy law. Satisfy us with thy goodness,
gladden us with thy salvation and purify our hearts that
we may worship thee in truth.

For thou, O Lord God, art truth and thy word, O our
King, is truth and endures for ever. Blessed art thou,
O Lord, O King, who pardonest and forgivest our
iniquities and our trespasses from year to year. Thou
art king of the whole earth, who sanctifies [on sabbath:
the Sabbath,] Israel and the Day of Atonement.

O Lord our God, let thy people Israel be acceptable to
thee, and have regard unto their prayers. Accept the
prayers of Israel with love and favour, and may the
worship of thy people Israel be ever pleasing to thee. 

And in thine abundant mercy deign to regard us
graciously and be favourable unto us, and may our eyes
behold thy return in mercy to Zion. Blessed art thou,
O Lord, who restorest thy divine presence to Zion.
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15 evening service for the day of atonement

We gratefully acknowledge that thou art the Lord our
God and God of our ancestors for ever. Thou art our
rock, the rock of our lives, and the shield of our safety
throughout all generations. We will give thanks unto
thee and declare thy praise: for our lives, which are in
thy hand, and for our souls, which are in thy charge, and
for thy miracles which are with us every day, and for
thy wonders and thy goodness which are with us at all
times, at morning, noon and evening. Thou art good,
for thy mercy never fails; thou art merciful, for thy
lovingkindness never ceases; for ever do we put our
trust in thee.

For all this, may thy name, O our King, be continually
blessed and exalted for ever and ever. All that lives shall
give thanks unto thee and shall praise and bless thy
great name in truth, O God, our salvation and our help.
Blessed art thou, O Lord, good is thy name and unto
thee it is fitting to give thanks.

Grant peace, happiness and blessing, life, grace and
lovingkindness, justice and mercy unto us. Bless us, even
all of us together, O our Father, with the light of thy
countenance. For in the light of thy countenance thou
dost give us, O Lord our God, law and life, love and
kindness, justice and mercy, blessing and peace. May it
please thee to bless thy people Israel with great strength
and peace.

May we and all thy people Israel be remembered before
thee for life, sustenance, salvation and comfort. Grant us
a good life and peace. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who
blessest thy people Israel with peace.

WSYK02EVEAtone2019_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:32  Page 29



running head 00running head 16

T 280

WSYK02EVEAtone2019_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:32  Page 32



16 evening service for the day of atonement

Our God and God of our ancestors, let our prayers come
before thee, and turn not from our supplications. Truly
we are not so hardened and stiff-necked as to declare in
thy presence, O Lord our God and the God of our
ancestors, that we are righteous and have not sinned. For
alas, both we and our ancestors have sinned. 

We have been careless, dishonest, greedy, slanderous,
wayward, corrupting and presumptuous; 

We have acted violently, hidden the truth, urged evil,
used deception, been scornful; 

We have rebelled, lacked respect, been overbearing,
done wrong and gloried in it;

We have oppressed others, been stubborn, acted
wickedly, been destructive and violated standards; 

We have gone astray and led others astray.

We have turned aside from thy commandments and thy
goodly precepts and it has not profited us. But thou art
righteous in all that has come upon us, for thou hast dealt
faithfully, but we have done wickedly. 

What shall we say unto thee, O thou who dwellest on
high? Or what shall we declare unto thee, who art
enthroned above? Behold, thou knowest the secret
things as well as the revealed. Thou knowest the hidden
things of the world and the most secret thoughts of all
living. Thou searchest all the inward parts and examinest
the mind and the heart. Nothing is concealed from thee.
Nothing is hidden from thy sight. May it be thy will,
O Lord our God and God of our ancestors, to pardon
all our sins, to forgive all our iniquities and to grant us
remission for all our transgressions.
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17 evening service for the day of atonement

For all of these, O God of forgiveness, pardon us, forgive
us, and grant us remission. 

O Lord, my God and God of my ancestors, I am here
in thy presence, full of shame and reproach. Teach me,
O Lord God, merciful and gracious king, to overcome
my inclinations so that I may bind myself to thee, so that
I will not sin; and what sins I have committed against
thee, in thy great mercy wipe them out, but not by
means of severe punishments.

in silence

My God, guard my tongue from evil and my lips from
telling lies. To those who speak ill of me may my soul be
silent and lowly as the dust to everyone. Open my heart
to thy law, that my soul may pursue thy commandments.
Frustrate speedily the designs and bring to nought the
schemes of those who rise up to do evil against me.

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock and
my redeemer.

For the sins which we have committed against thee under duress,

For the sins which we have committed against thee by choice,

For the sins which we have committed against thee in secret,

For the sins which we have committed against thee in public,

For the sins which we have committed against thee unwittingly,

For the sins which we have committed against thee deliberately,
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18 evening service for the day of atonement

O let our prayer ascend from eventime,
And may our cry come in to thee from dawn,

And let our song be clear till eventime.

O let our voice ascend from eventime,
And may our merit come to thee from dawn,

And let our redemption be at eventime.

O let our woe ascend from eventime,
And may our pardon issue from the dawn,

And let our crying sound till eventime.

O let our hope ascend from eventime,
And may it come for thy sake, from the dawn,

And our atonement stand at eventime.

Let our salvation rise from eventime,
And may our purity come in from dawn,

And our entreaty sound till eventime.

Let our remembrance rise from eventime,
Let our assembly plead to thee from dawn,

In glory visible till eventime.

Thus at thy door we knock from eventime,
O let our joy come forth for us from dawn,

And may our quest appear till eventime.

O let our call ascend from eventime,
And may it come before thee from the dawn,

And turn to us content at eventime.

May he who makes peace in his high heavens grant
peace unto us, unto all Israel and unto all mankind. 

_____________
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19 evening service for the day of atonement

Psalm 39
To the Chief Musician, for Jedutun, a Psalm of David

I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my
tongue: I will keep a curb on my mouth while the wicked
is before me. 

I was dumb with silence. I held my peace
even from good, and my sorrow was stirred. 

My heart was hot within me, in my meditation a fire burned.
Then I spoke with my tongue, 

Lord, make me to know my end and the measure of my days,
what it is, that I shall know how frail I am. 

Behold, thou hast made my days like handbreadths, and my
age is as nothing before thee. Truly every man at his best
state is altogether vanity.

Surely every man walks in a vain show: surely they are
disquieted in vain; he heaps up riches and knows not who
shall gather them.

And now, Lord, what do I wait for? My hope is in thee. 
Deliver me from all my transgressions. 

Make me not the reproach of the foolish. 
I am dumb, I open not my mouth; because thou didst it.
Remove thy stroke away from me: 

I am consumed by the blow of thy hand.
When thou with rebukes dost correct a person for iniquity,

thou makest beauty to consume away like a moth. 
Surely every one of us is vanity.

Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear to my cry. 
Do not keep silent at my tears, for I am a stranger
with thee and a sojourner, as all my ancestors were.

O spare me, that I may recover my brightness, 
before I go hence and am no more.
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20 evening service for the day of atonement

O merciful God, searcher of secret thoughts, thou hast set
in  the recesses of the heart the small still voice, to make
known unto mankind the right course and to save us from
the path of corruption. Thou hast graciously admonished
us by this chastening voice, and hast not suffered the
testimony of thine awe-inspiring presence to perish within
us; for behold, our sins testify against us and press on us
like a heavy burden. To thee, therefore, we raise our eyes,
O thou who dwellest in the heavens, and we penitently
implore thy compassion; for thou dost not despise the
affliction of thy contrite worshippers, nor turn aside from
the cry of those who knock at thy gates and come to pour
out their supplications in thy holy courts. 

Verily thou hast manifested thy lovingkindness unto us,
and hast given us this Sabbath of sabbaths to cleanse us
from all our sins and to announce freedom unto thy
faithful servants, who with a resolute effort rend asunder
the bands of wickedness and cast behind them their
iniquities.

Thou dost remove sin and demand love, and thy hand is
stretched forth to bring home thine erring children who
long to rest in thy shadow and who yearn for their portion
of the divine heritage. Let now thy mercies be extended
unto us, that we may retire from thy presence in holiness
and purity, and that we may not stumble again in the path
of thy judgments as we have stumbled in the days that are
past. 

O almighty God, we beseech thee, sanctify our inclinations
and purify our thoughts so that we may keep thy
commandments, through the observance of which
humanity lives. Teach us this day and every day to find
favour and acceptance in thy sight,  and to act with truth,
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21 evening service for the day of atonement

uprightness and charity towards all. O be gracious unto
us when we pray for pardon, forgiveness, and remission
of sin, and cause all who revere thee to proclaim this
day, ‘Peace, peace to him that is far off and to him that
is near.’ Lift up the light of thy countenance upon us
and impress us with the words of thine inspired seer,
‘Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created
us?’ and teach thy children from one end of the earth to
the other, ‘How good and how pleasant it is to live
together in unity’. 

Make manifest among us thy righteousness, which
looks down from the heavens, and help us this day and
every day to be just, merciful and loving to one another,
to subdue enmity, to forgive injuries, and to seek the
happiness and the well-being of humankind. Thus may
thy pure words be fulfilled in our mouths and in our
hearts. And may they conduce to the atonement of sin
and the establishment of righteousness. May they stand
forth as the signs of thy covenant from age to age.
Amen. 

Pray hear our cries for help, O Lord, when we call to thee.

Pray pardon through thy mercy, O Lord, the iniquity of
our unjust gains.
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22 evening service for the day of atonement

O Lord, hear; O Lord, pardon; O Lord, heed us and act.
Do not delay, O God, for thine own sake, for thy city and
thy people are called by thy name. Turn us back unto thee,
O Lord, and we shall return. Renew our days as of old.

God the King, who sits on the throne of mercy, governs in
love and kindness and pardons the sins of his people, granting
abundant forgiveness to those who sin, and pardon to those
who transgress, doing justice to the body and the soul, but not
according to the full weight of their wickedness. O God, thou
hast taught us thine attributes of goodness and mercy, as it is
written in the Torah:

‘And the Lord descended in the cloud, and stood with
him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord. And
the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed:

The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-
suffering and abundant in love and truth, preserving
love and kindness for thousands of generations,
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, cleansing
those who repent.’

People of faith have passed away, those who were strong in    
good works;

Valiant, they stood in the breach, turning away calamity.
They were to us a bulwark, a protection in the day of wrath.
They appeased anger by prayer and restrained wrath by 

their supplication.
Before they invoked thee thou didst answer them, for they knew 

how to implore and how to propitiate.
As a father thou hadst compassion for their sake; thou didst not 

turn them away empty from thy presence.
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23 evening service for the day of atonement

In the multitude of our iniquities, we have lost them; 
they have been taken from us in the midst of our sins.

They have gone to their eternal rest; 
they have left us to our sorrows.

They who repaired the fence have ceased to be; 
they who turned away wrath have perished.

They who stood in the breach are no more; 
they who were worthy to supplicate thee have passed away.

We have wandered to the four corners of the earth 
but have found relief nowhere.

We turn now unto thee, our faces covered with shame, 
to seek thee, O God, at the time for imploring forgiveness.

We are bewildered by evil; our strength has been drained
through trouble;

We are brought exceedingly low; we are brought down to
the dust.

Let mercy be our measure; for we are stiff-necked and
rebellious.

We cry with our lips, ‘We have sinned’, but are wayward and 
perverse in our hearts.

O most high, thy mercy is eternal, forgiveness is with thee.
Comfort us concerning evil, O source of goodness and mercy.
Withdraw not from us in times like these, for we are in 

great distress.
Let it be clear to the eyes of all that thy goodness and thy

loving kindness are with us.
Thy merciful and gracious ways thou hast revealed to ‘the

faithful of thy house’.
When he entreated thee of old, thou didst make known

unto him thine own faithfulness.
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24 evening service for the day of atonement

We have sinned, O our rock. Pardon us, O our creator. Hear,
O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One. Blessed be
the name of his glorious kingdom for ever and ever. The
Lord is God; the Lord is God.

The Lord reigns, the Lord has reigned, the Lord shall reign
for ever and ever!

Before the heavens and the lands are stretched out,
the Lord reigns;

And when the luminaries shone forth, the Lord 
reigned;

And when the earth shall wear out like a garment,
and the heavens shall melt away as smoke,

The Lord shall reign for ever and ever.

The Lord reigns, the Lord has reigned, the Lord shall
reign for ever and ever!

Before he has made the earth and all that is beyond,
the Lord reigns;

When he established creatures upon the earth, 
The Lord reigned;

And when he shall assemble the dispersed from the
four corners of the earth, 

The Lord shall reign for ever and ever.

The Lord reigns, the Lord has reigned, the Lord shall
reign for ever and ever!

Alone designated i am that i am, he was, he is and
eternally will be. He causes death and restores to life. Before
him there was no God, neither shall there be after him.
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25 evening service for the day of atonement

Most merciful and gracious God:
we have sinned before you,
have mercy upon us.

Lord of pardon, you search all hearts,
you reveal hidden things and speak righteousness:
we have sinned before you,
have mercy upon us.

Glorious in wonders and mighty in deeds,
you remember the convenant of the patriarchs,
you search our inmost parts:
we have sinned before you,
have mercy upon us.

Good and beneficent to all creatures,
you know all secrets,
subdue iniquities
and are clothed with righteousness:
we have sinned before you;
have mercy upon us.

Perfect in purity, awful in praises,
you pardon iniquities
and answer us in our troubles:
we have sinned before you;
have mercy upon us.

Worker of salvation, who sees the future,
you call to all the generations from the beginning,
you ride upon the heavens,
you hearken to prayer and are perfect in knowledge:
we have sinned before you;
have mercy upon us.

God the King, who sits on the throne of mercy, governs
in love and kindness and pardons the sins of his people,
granting abundant forgiveness to those who sin and
pardon to those who transgress, doing justice to the
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26 evening service for the day of atonement

body and the soul, but not according to the full weight of their
wickedness. O God, thou hast taught us thine attributes of
goodness and mercy, as it is written in the Torah:

‘And the Lord descended in the cloud, and stood with
him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord. And the
Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed:

The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-
suffering and abundant in love and truth, preserving
love and kindness for thousands of generations, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, cleansing those who
repent.’

Psalm 85
To the Chief Musician, a Psalm for the sons of Korah

Lord, thou has been favourable unto thy land,
Thou hast turned back the captivity of Jacob.

Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people,
Thou hast pardoned all their sin.

Thou hast withdrawn all thy wrath,
Thou hast turned from the fierceness of thine anger.

Turn us back, O God of our salvation,
And cause thine indignation toward us to cease.

Wilt thou be angry with us for ever?
Wilt thou draw out thine anger to all generations?

Wilt thou not revive us again,
That thy people may rejoice in thee?

Show us thy mercy, O Lord,
And grant us thy salvation.

I shall hear what God the Lord will speak;
For he will speak peace to his people and to his faithful

servants, and they shall not turn again to foolish ways.
Surely his salvation is near for those who revere him,

That glory may dwell in our land.
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27 evening service for the day of atonement

in silence

Remember for us the covenant of our patriarchs, as
thou hast said, ‘And I will remember my covenant with
Jacob and also my covenant with Isaac, and also my
covenant with Abraham will I remember, and the land
will I remember.’ Remember for us the covenant of our
ancestors, as thou hast said, ‘I will for their sake remember
the covenant of their ancestors whom I brought forth out
of the land of Egypt, in the sight of the nations, that
I might be their God: I am the Lord.’ Perform unto us thy
promise: ‘And yet for all that, when they are in the land of
their enemies I will not reject them, neither will I abhor
them, to destroy them utterly, to break my covenant with
them, for I am the Lord, their God.’ Have mercy upon us
and destroy us not, as it is written, ‘For the Lord your God
is a merciful God. He will not forsake you nor will he
destroy you, neither will he forget the covenant with your
ancestors which he swore unto them.’ Circumcise our
hearts to love and to fear thy name, as it is written, ‘The
Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the hearts
of your seed, that you may love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live.’
Bring back our captives and have compassion upon us, as it
is written, ‘The Lord your God will turn your captivity and
have compassion upon you, and will return and gather you

Mercy and truth are met together,
Righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

Truth springs up from the earth,
And righteousness looks down from heaven.

The Lord will give that which is good,
And our land will yield its produce.

Righteousness will go before him
And will set his footsteps in the way.

WSYK02EVEAtone2019_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:32  Page 53



running head 00running head 28

WSYK02EVEAtone2019_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:32  Page 56



28 evening service for the day of atonement

from all the nations whither the Lord your God has
scattered you.’ Gather our dispersed, as it is written, ‘If your
outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there
the Lord your God will gather you and from there he will
take you.’ May we find thee through our supplications, as it
is written, ‘And from there you shall seek the Lord your
God and you shall find him if you seek him with all your
heart and with all your soul.’ Blot out our transgressions
for thy sake, as thou hast said, ‘I have blotted out your
transgressions for mine own sake and your sins will I not
remember.’

Blot out our transgressions as a cloud and as a thick cloud,
as thou hast said, ‘I have blotted out your transgressions as
a cloud and as a thick cloud your sins. Return unto me for
I have redeemed you.’ Sprinkle purifying water upon us
and cleanse us, as it is written, ‘And I will sprinkle purify-
ing water upon you and you shall be clean; from all your
impurities and from all your idolatries will I cleanse you.’

Pardon our sins on this day and purify us, as it is written,
‘For on this day shall atonement be made for you, to purify
you. From all your sins shall ye be clean before the Lord.’
Bring us unto thy holy mountain, and make us joyful in
thy house of prayer, as it is written, ‘And I will bring them
unto my holy mountain and I will make them rejoice in my
house of prayer. Their burnt offering and their sacrifices
shall be accepted on my altar. For my house shall be called a
house of prayer for all peoples.’ Hear our voice, O Lord our
God, be gracious and compassionate towards us and accept
our prayers with favour and mercy. Bring us back unto
thee, O Lord, and we will return: renew our days as of old.
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29 evening service for the day of atonement

For we are thy people and thou art our God.
We are thy children and thou art our father.

We are thy servants and thou art our master.
We are thy congregation and thou art our portion.

We are thine inheritance and thou art our destiny.
We are thy flock and thou art our shepherd.

We are thy vineyard and thou art our keeper.
We are thy handiwork and thou art our maker.

We are thy love and thou art our beloved.
We are thy chosen and thou art our God.

We are thy people and thou art our king.
We are thine acknowledged people and thou art 

our acknowledged God.

Give ear unto our words, O Lord, consider our
meditations. May the words of our mouths and the
meditation of our hearts be acceptable in thy presence,
O Lord, our rock and our redeemer. Cast us not out
from thy presence and take not thy holy spirit from us.
Cast us not off in old age; forsake us not when our
strength fails. Forsake us not, O Lord our God; be not
far from us. For in thee, O Lord, we hope; thou wilt
answer us, O Lord our God.

Our God and God of our ancestors, forsake us not, cast
us not off, put us not to shame and do not annul thy
convenant with us. Draw us near to thy law, teach us
thy precepts and show us thy ways. Dispose us to revere
thy name and circumcise our hearts to love thee, that we
may return unto thee in truth and in sincerity. And for
the sake of thy great name pardon and forgive our
iniquities, as it is written in thy holy word, ‘For the sake
of thy name, O Lord, pardon our iniquity, for it is great.’ 

Our God and God of our ancestors, pardon us, forgive
us and grant us remission.
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30 evening service for the day of atonement

We are obdurate but thou art merciful and gracious. We
are stiff-necked but thou art long-suffering. We are full of
iniquity but thou art full of mercy. As for us, our days are as
a passing shadow, but thou art ever the same and thy years
have no end.

O Lord, let our prayers come before thee and turn not
from our supplications. We are not so obdurate and stiff-
necked as to declare in thy presence, O Lord our God and
God of our ancestors, that we are righteous and have not
sinned; but we and our ancestors have sinned. 

We have been careless, dishonest, greedy, slanderous,
wayward, corrupting and presumptuous; 

We have acted violently, hidden the truth, urged evil, used
deception, been scornful; 

We have rebelled, lacked respect, been overbearing, done
wrong and gloried in it;

We have oppressed others, been stubborn, acted wickedly,
been destructive and violated standards; 

We have gone astray and led others astray.

We have turned aside from thy commandments and thy
goodly precepts and it has not profited us. But thou art
righteous in all that has come upon us, for thou hast dealt
faithfully but we have acted wickedly.

What shall we say unto thee, O thou who dwellest on high,
or what shall we declare unto thee who art enthroned
above? Behold, thou knowest the secret things as well as
the revealed. Thou knowest the hidden things of the world
and the most secret thoughts of all living. Thou searchest
all the inward parts and examinest the mind and the
heart. Nothing is concealed from thee; nothing is hidden
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31 evening service for the day of atonement

We have acted wickedly and have transgressed, therefore
we have not been saved. Give us the desire to leave the
path of wickedness, and hasten our salvation. As it is
written by the hand of thy prophet, ‘Let the wicked leave
his path and the unrighteous his thoughts. Let him return
unto the Lord for he will have compassion on him and
unto our God for he will abundantly pardon.’

Our God and God of our ancestors, pardon and forgive
our iniquities [on sabbath: on this day of rest and] on this
Day of Atonement and graciously accept our prayers.
Blot out and remove our transgressions and our sins from
before thine eyes; bend our will so that it may submit
itself to thee; subdue our pride so that we may turn
unto thee; give us a new heart so that we may keep thy
precepts. Thou knowest our sins, whether committed

For the sins which we have committed against thee under duress,

For the sins which we have committed against thee by choice,

For the sins which we have committed against thee in secret,

For the sins which we have committed against thee in public,

For the sins which we have committed against thee unwittingly,

For the sins which we have committed against thee deliberately,

For all of these, O God of forgiveness, pardon us, forgive us, 
and grant us remission.

from thy sight. May it be thy will, O Lord our God and
God of our ancestors, to pardon all our sins, to forgive
all our iniquities and to grant us remission for all our
transgressions.

WSYK02EVEAtone2019_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:32  Page 61



running head 00running head 32

T 289

WSYK02EVEAtone2019_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:32  Page 64



32 evening service for the day of atonement

Our God, who art in heaven,
hear our voice, and accept our prayer favourably.

Our God, who art in heaven,
remember thy covenant and forget us not.

Our God, who art in heaven,
bless our bread and our water.

Our God, who art in heaven,
reveal the glory of thy kingdom over us speedily.

deliberately or in ignorance, by choice or under duress,
whether publicly or secretly: before thee all are known and
revealed. What are we? What is our life? What is our
kindness, what our righteousness, what our help, what our
strength, what our might? What can we say unto thee,
O Lord our God and God of our ancestors? Are not the
mightiest heroes as nought before thee, men of renown as if
they had not existed, wise men as if they were without
knowledge and men of understanding as if they were without
intelligence? For most of what we accomplish is worthless
and the days of our life are as a breath in thy sight. Even the
pre-eminence of man above the beast is nought, for all is
vanity except the pure soul, which must hereafter submit
to judgment before the throne of thy glory. What shall we
say unto thee, O thou who dwellest on high, or what shall
we declare unto thee, who art enthroned above? Surely thou
knowest what is hidden as well as what is revealed.

Thou, most merciful God, receivest the penitent. Even
from the beginning didst thou promise us remission through
repentance. Therefore, in repentance we turn our eyes
hopefully unto thee.

the ark is opened

WSYK02EVEAtone2019_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:32  Page 63



running head 00running head 33

WSYK02EVEAtone2019_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:32  Page 66



33 evening service for the day of atonement

Our God, who art in heaven,
we have earnestly sought thee; grant that we may find thee.

Our God, who art in heaven,
be entreated of us this day and every day through our prayers.

Our God, who art in heaven,
we call upon thee; do thou answer us.

Our God, who art in heaven,
remember us with a good remembrance before thee.

Our God, who art in heaven,
have compassion upon us and upon our children; 

even upon our tender infants.
Our God, who art in heaven,

cleanse us from our sins.
Our God, who art in heaven,

may thy tender mercies be moved towards us.
Our God, who art in heaven,

remember us and grant us a happy life.
Our God, who art in heaven,

destroy us not.
Our God, who art in heaven,

fulfil the desires of our hearts for our good.
Our God, who art in heaven,

support us in our fallen state.
Our God, who art in heaven,

answer our supplication.
Our God, who art in heaven,

redeem us from the hand of our enemies.
Our God, who art in heaven,

vouchsafe unto us thy blessing.
Our God, who art in heaven,

vouchsafe unto us thy salvation.
Our God, who art in heaven,

justify us in thy judgment.
Our God, who art in heaven,

bring near unto us the period of our redemption.
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34 evening service for the day of atonement

Our God, who art in heaven,
bring near unto us the day of our salvation.

Our God, who art in heaven,
draw us near unto thy service.

Our God, who art in heaven,
behold the affliction of thy people Israel.

Our God, who art in heaven,
heal the sick of thy people Israel.

Our God, who art in heaven,
have regard to our cry.

Our God, who art in heaven,
set peace amongst us.

Our God, who art in heaven,
set tranquillity in our habitations.

Our God, who art in heaven,
grant peace to the land.

Our God, who art in heaven,
bestow plenty upon the world.

Our God, who art in heaven,
give dew and rain in their season for a blessing upon the earth.

Our God, who art in heaven,
give seed to the sower and bread to the eater.

Our God, who art in heaven,
give bread for our children.

Our God, who art in heaven,
may our prayers rise before thee as incense.

the ark is closed
_____________

ADDRESS
_____________
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35 evening service for the day of atonement

Cause us, O our Father, to lie down in peace, and raise us
up again, O our King, to life. Spread over us the tabernacle
of thy peace, direct us with thy good counsel, and save
us for the sake of thy name. Shield us and remove from us
enmity, pestilence, the sword, famine and sorrow. Guard
our going out and our coming in, that we may have life
and peace, henceforth and evermore; for thou, O God, art
our guardian and our deliverer. Blessed art thou, O Lord,
who guardest thy people Israel for ever.

It is our duty to praise the Lord of all, to ascribe
greatness to him who formed the world in the beginning.
He has chosen us from amongst all peoples and has given
us  his  Torah. 

We bow and humble ourselves and give thanks in the
presence of the supreme king of kings, the Holy One,
blessed be he. He stretched out the heavens and laid the
foundations of the earth; his glorious throne is in the
heavens above and the abode of his power is in the loftiest
heights. He is our God; there is no other. It is true he is our
king; there is none but him; as it is written in Torah, ‘This
day, you shall know and take to heart that the Lord he is
God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath: there
is no other.’

We therefore hope in thee, O Lord our God, that we may
soon behold the glory of thy power, when idols will be no
more and superstition will have passed away; when the
world will be set right under the kingdom of the Almighty;
when all creation will call upon thy name and thou wilt
turn unto thyself all the wicked of the earth. Then all the  
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36 evening service for the day of atonement

inhabitants of the earth will perceive and know that unto
thee every knee must bow, every tongue must swear
allegiance.  Before thee, O Lord our God, they will bow
and humble themselves. Unto thy glorious name they will
give honour and accept the rule of thy kingdom; and so
thou wilt soon reign over them for ever and ever. For the
kingdom is thine and thou wilt reign in glory for ever; as
it is written in Torah, ‘The Lord shall reign for ever and
ever.’ And it is said, ‘The Lord shall be King over all the
earth; on that day the Lord shall be One and his name
One.’

Kaddish

Magnified and sanctified be the great name of God
throughout the world which he has created according to
his will. May he establish his kingdom during your life and
during your days and during the life of the whole house of
Israel, speedily and before long; and say, Amen.

May his great name be blessed for ever and to all eternity. 

Blessed, praised and glorified, exalted, extolled and
honoured, esteemed and lauded be the name of the Holy
One, blessed be he, though he be above all blessings and
hymns, praises and consoling words that are  uttered  in
this  world;  and  say,  Amen.

May abundant peace from heaven, and life, be granted
unto us and unto all Israel; and say,  Amen.

May he who makes peace in his high heavens grant peace
unto us and unto all Israel; and say,  Amen.

_____________
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37 evening service for the day of atonement

_____________

The Lord bless you and keep you:
The Lord make his face to shine upon you

and be gracious unto you:
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you

and give you peace.

Extolled and praised be the living God,
Who exists eternally beyond the bounds of time.

Who is One, and there is no single state like that oneness,
A mystery, and an infinite unity.

With no bodily form, incorporeal,
Nothing can be compared to that holiness.

Prior to everything that was created,
God was the first but with no beginning to his being so.

Behold, the eternal Lord
Whose majesty and dominion are manifest to every creature,

Abundance of prophecy is given to those
Whom he chose for his glory.

Never has there arisen in Israel another like Moses,
A prophet who ‘beheld the similitude of the Lord’.

God gave the Torah of truth to his people
By the hand of his prophet, ‘the most faithful of his house’.

God will not change nor alter his law
For any other throughout all time.

He keeps watch and knows our secret thoughts;
He sees the end of what is done when it first begins.

He rewards the virtuous as their deeds deserve;
He punishes the wicked as their wickedness requires.

He will send our Messiah ‘at the end of days’
To redeem those who await the time of his salvation.

In his great lovingkindness God will revive the dead;
Blessed be his name for evermore in songs of praise.
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00 morning service for the day of atonement38

Morning Service for the Day of Atonement

Through thy great kindness, O Lord, I enter thy house; 
In reverence for thee, I bow down towards the temple
of thy holiness.

the ark is opened 

O God, faithful King, God omnipotent and most merciful,
I approach thee to offer up prayers and petitions for thy
people who have deputed me. Thou one and only God,
righteous judge, who is pure before thee, and who can be
righteous in thy judgment? Merciful God, in thy great mercy
deign to look graciously upon me, I pray, from thy holy
habitation. O gracious God, let me find favour in thine eyes.
Hear the supplications and prayers which I pour out before
thee for myself, for my household and for my congregation,
who are now assembled as one, and who with one heart and
with one mind, implore the compassion of their heavenly
Father. O good and forgiving God, regard our supplications
and pardon our iniquities, for it is written in thy holy word
that thou, O God, wilt not despise a humble and contrite
heart. And it is said, ‘Whoever confesses his sins and forsakes
his evil ways shall find mercy.’ May the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart be acceptable unto thee,
O God, my rock and my redeemer.

Revive the spirit of the humble, and remove the burden
of sin, O thou who hearest prayer. Prolong my years in
thy mercy and grant the fulfilment of all my petitions.
May my prayers be accounted as incense and sacrifice 

WSYK03DAYAtone2019prf4_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:33  Page 1



running head 39

WSYK03DAYAtone2019prf4_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:33  Page 3



00 morning service for the day of atonement39 morning service for the day of atonement

before thee. O God, who acceptest prayer, listen to my
voice, thou who hearkenest to every voice.

My God, the soul which thou hast given me is pure;
thou hast created it and formed it, and breathed it into
me; thou dost preserve it within me, and thou wilt
hereafter take it to eternal life. As long as my soul is
within me I shall declare before thee, O Lord my God
and God of my ancestors, that thou art the sovereign of
all works, the ruler of all creatures, and the Lord of all
souls. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who restorest the souls
of the dead. 

We should ever revere God, in private as well as in
public, declare the truth and speak the truth in our
hearts.

May it be thy will, O Lord our God and God of our
ancestors, that we walk in thy law, and hold fast to thy
commandments. Let us not be led into the power of sin,
wrongdoing, temptation, or contempt; but keep us far
from evil inclinations, from the enmity of mankind,
from evil diseases, and from unnatural death. Help us to
hold fast to good inclinations, and give us, this day and
every day, grace, favour and mercy in thy sight and in
the sight of all who behold us, and grant unto us thy
lovingkindness. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who grantest
lovingkindness to thy people Israel.
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40 morning service for the day of atonement

We beseech thee, O Lord our God, to make the words of
Torah pleasant in our mouths and in the mouths of thy
people, the house of Israel; so that we and our children,
and our children’s children, may all have knowledge of
thy name, and may study Torah for its own sake. Blessed
art thou, O Lord, who teachest Torah to thy people Israel.

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe,
who hast chosen us from all peoples and has given us thy
Torah. Blessed art thou, O Lord, giver of the Torah.

the ark is closed

Psalm 102
A prayer of the afflicted when overwhelmed, 

pouring out words before the Lord

Hear my prayer, O Lord, and let my cry reach thee. 
Hide not thy face from me in the day when I am in trouble; 
Incline thine ear to me: in the day when I call, answer me speedily. 
For my days end like smoke and my bones are burned like a

flaming fire. 
My heart is shrivelled and withered like grass so that I forget to eat

my bread. 
By reason of the voice of my groaning, my bones cleave to my skin. 
I am like a pelican of the wilderness: I am like an owl amidst ruins. 
I watch and am like a sparrow alone on the house top. 
Mine enemies reproach me all the day, and those who are enraged

against me are sworn against me. 
For I have eaten ashes like bread, and mingled my drink with

weeping, 
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41 morning service for the day of atonement

Because of thine indignation and thy wrath: for thou hast
lifted me up and cast me down. 

My days are like a shadow that is fading and I am withered
like grass. 

But thou, O God, shalt endure for ever and thy remembrance
unto all generations. 

Thou wilt arise and have mercy upon Zion when the time to
favour her, the appointed time, is come. 

For thy servants hold her stones dear and cherish her very dust. 
So the nations shall fear the name of God, and all the kings of

the earth thy glory. 
For God has built up Zion. He has appeared in his glory. 

He has regarded the prayer of the destitute and has not 
despised their prayer. 

This shall be written for the generation to come, so that a people
yet unborn shall praise the Lord. 

For he has looked down from the height of his sanctuary. 
From heaven did the Lord behold the earth;

to hear the groaning of the prisoner, 
To loose those that are appointed to death; 

to declare the name of the Lord in Zion 
And his praise in Jerusalem, when the peoples and the kingdoms

are gathered together to serve the Lord. 
He weakened my strength on the way, he shortened my days. 
I said, ‘O God, take me not away in the midst of my days: 

thy years endure through all generations.’ 
Of old hast thou laid the foundations of the earth and the heavens

are the work of thy hands. 
They shall perish, but thou shalt endure. All of them shall wax old

like a garment; as clothing shalt thou change them and they
shall be changed. 

But thou art unchanging and thy years shall have no end.
The children of thy servants shall dwell securely and their seed
shall be established before thee.
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42 morning service for the day of atonement

Psalm 103
A Psalm of David

Bless the Lord, O my soul;
And all that is within me, bless his holy name.

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget none of his benefits:
He forgives all my iniquity; He heals all my diseases;

He redeems my life from destruction;
He surrounds me with lovingkindness and tender mercies;

He satisfies my old age with good;
So that my youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

The Lord does what is righteous,
And brings justice to all those who are oppressed.

He made known his ways unto Moses,
His doings unto the children of Israel.

The Lord is compassionate and gracious,
Slow to anger, and full of mercy.

He will not always contend;
Neither will he keep his anger for ever.

He has not dealt with us according to our sins,
Nor requited us according to our iniquities.

For as the heaven is high above the earth,
So great is his mercy towards those who revere him.

As far as the east is from the west,
So far has he removed our transgressions from us.

Just as parents have compassion for their children,
So the Lord has compassion for those who revere him.
For he knows our frame: he remembers that we are dust.
As for man, his days are as grass;

As a flower of the field, so he flourishes.
For the wind passes over it, and it is gone;

And its place knows it no more.
But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting

upon those who revere him, 
And his righteousness unto their children’s children,
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00 morning service for the day of atonement43 morning service for the day of atonement

To those who keep his covenant,
And to those who remember his precepts and act on them.

The Lord has established his throne in the heavens;
And his kingdom rules over all.

Bless the Lord, you his angels,
Mighty in strength, who fulfil his word,
Hearkening to the voice of his word.

Bless the Lord, all his hosts,
His ministers who do his will.

Bless the Lord, all his works, in all places of his dominion;
Bless the Lord, O my soul.

And the Lord spoke unto Moses, saying: ‘Speak unto Aaron,
and unto his sons, saying, Thus shall ye bless the children of
Israel, saying unto them: “The Lord bless thee, and keep thee
[Amen]; the Lord make his face shine upon thee, and be
gracious unto thee [Amen]; the Lord lift up his countenance
upon thee, and grant thee peace [Amen].” And they shall put
my name upon the children of Israel, and I will bless them.’ 

The Lord is God!  The Lord is God!

The Lord reigns, the Lord has reigned, the Lord shall reign
for ever and ever!

And the Lord shall be King over all the earth; in that day the
Lord shall be acknowledged as the only Lord, and his name
recognised as the only One. Save us, O Lord, our God, and
gather us from among the nations, that we may give thanks to
thy holy name, and glory in thy praise. Blessed be the Lord
God of Israel for ever and ever! And all the people shall say,
Amen. Hallelujah! Every thing that hath breath shall praise
the Lord. Hallelujah!
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44 morning service for the day of atonement

Psalm 19
To the chief musician, a psalm of David

The heavens declare the glory of God,
And the firmament proclaims the work of his hands;

Day unto day pours forth speech,
And night unto night imparts knowledge.

There is no speech, there are no words,
Neither is their voice heard.

Their music has gone out through all the earth,
And their words to the ends of the world.
In them he has set a tent for the sun,

Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber,
And rejoices as a strong man to run a race.

Its rising is at one end of the heaven,
And its circuit is to the furthest ends;
And there is nothing hid from its heat.

The Law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; 
The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.

The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; 
The commandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes.

Reverence for the Lord is pure, enduring for ever; 
The judgments of the Lord are true, they are righteous altogether; 

More to be desired are they than gold, yes, than much fine gold;
Sweeter are they than honey flowing from the honeycomb.

Moreover, by them is thy servant warned; in the keeping 
of them is great reward.

Who can discern his errors? Clear me from hidden faults.
Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins,

Let them not have dominion over me; then I shall be blameless, 
And innocent of great transgression.

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.
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00 morning service for the day of atonement45 morning service for the day of atonement

Psalm 33
Rejoice in the Lord, O righteous ones,

Praise is comely for the upright.
Give thanks unto the Lord with the harp,

Sing praises unto him with the lyre of ten strings.
Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully amid shouts of joy.
For the word of the Lord is upright;

And all his work is done in faithfulness.
He loves righteousness and justice;

The earth is full of the lovingkindness of the Lord.
By the word of the Lord were the heavens made;

And all the host of them by the breath of his mouth.
He gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap;

He lays up the deeps in storehouses.
Let all the earth fear the Lord;

Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him.
For he spoke, and it was; he commanded, and it stood fast.
The Lord brings the counsel of the nations to nought;

He makes the thoughts of the peoples to be of no effect.
The counsel of the Lord stands fast for ever,

The thoughts of his heart to all generations.
Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord;

The people whom he has chosen for his own inheritance.
The Lord looks out from heaven; he beholds all the sons of men; 
From the place of his habitation he looks forth

Upon all the inhabitants of the earth;
He who fashions the hearts of them all,   

Who considers all their works.
A king is not saved by the multitude of a host;

A mighty man is not delivered by great strength.
A horse is a vain thing for safety;

Neither does it afford escape by its great strength.
Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon those who revere him,

Upon those who hope for his mercy;
To deliver their souls from death, 

And to keep them alive in famine.
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46 morning service for the day of atonement

Psalm 34
A psalm of David when he changed his behaviour before

Abimelech, who drove him away and he departed

Our souls have waited for the Lord: 
He is our help and our shield. 

For our hearts rejoice in him,
Because we have trusted in his holy Name.

Let thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us,
According as we hope in thee.

I shall bless the Lord at all times;
His praise will be continually in my mouth.

My soul will glory in the Lord;
The humble will hear and be glad.

Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord,
And let us exalt his name together.

I sought the Lord, and he answered me,
And delivered me from all my fears. 

Look towards him and be radiant;
No longer hang your heads in shame.

This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him,
And saved him out of all his troubles.

The angel of the Lord encamps round those who 
revere him, and delivers them.

O taste and see that the Lord is good;
Happy is the man who takes refuge in him.

Revere the Lord, all you his holy ones;
For those who revere him want for nought.

The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger;
But those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.

Come, children, hearken unto me;
I shall teach you reverence for the Lord.

What man is he who desires life,
Who loves many days that he may see good?

Guard thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from telling lies.
Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it.
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47 morning service for the day of atonement

Psalm 90
A prayer of Moses the man of God

The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous,
And his ears are open unto their cry.

The face of the Lord is against those who do evil,
To cut off the remembrance of them from the earth.

When people cry for help, the Lord hears them
And delivers them from all their troubles.

The Lord is nigh unto those who are of a broken heart,
And saves those who are of a contrite spirit.

Many are the ills of the righteous,
But the Lord delivers him from them all.

He keeps all his bones; not one of them is broken.
Evil shall slay the wicked;

And those who hate the righteous shall be condemned.
The Lord redeems the souls of his servants;

And none of those who take refuge in him shall be condemned. 

Lord, thou hast been our dwelling-place in all generations.
Before the mountains were brought forth,

Or ever thou didst form the earth and the world,
Even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.

Thou turnest man to contrition, and sayest, 
‘Return, you children of men.’

For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when 
it is past, and as a watch in the night.

Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they sleep.
In the morning they are like grass which shoots up.

In the morning it blossoms and shoots up;
In the evening it is cut down, and withers.

For we are consumed in thine anger,
And in thy wrath we are troubled.

Thou hast set our iniquities before thee,
Our secret sins in the light of thy countenance.

For all our days are passed away in thy wrath;
We bring our years to an end as a fleeting thought.
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48 morning service for the day of atonement

The days of our years are threescore years and ten, 
Or even by reason of strength fourscore years;

Yet is their pride but travail and nothingness,
For it is soon gone, and we fly away.

Who knows the power of thine anger,
And thy wrath according to the awe due to thee?

So teach us to number our days,
That we may get us a heart of wisdom.

Return, O Lord; how long yet? Take pity on thy servants.
O satisfy us in the morning with thy lovingkindness;

That we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
Make us glad for all the days wherein thou hast afflicted us,

And the years wherein we have seen evil.
Let thy work appear unto thy servants,

And thy glory upon their children.
And let the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us;

Establish the work of our hands upon us;
Yes, the work of our hands, establish it.

Psalm 91
O you who dwell in the shelter of the Most High,

Who abide in the shadow of the Almighty;
I shall say of the Lord, ‘He is my refuge and my fortress,

My God, in whom I trust.’
For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler,

And from the noisome pestilence.
He will cover you with his pinions,

And under his wings you will take refuge;
His truth is a shield and a buckler.

You will not be afraid of the terror of the night,
Nor of the arrow that flies by day;

Nor of the pestilence that walks in darkness,
Nor of the plague that lays waste at noonday.

A thousand may fall at your side, 
And ten thousand at your right hand; 
But it will not come near you.

Only with your eyes will you behold it, 
And see the requital of the wicked.
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49 morning service for the day of atonement

For you have made the Lord, who is my refuge,
Even the Most High, your habitation.

No evil will befall you,
Neither will any plague come near your tent.

For he will give his angels charge over you, 
To keep you in all your ways.

They will bear you upon their hands,
Lest you dash your foot against a stone.

Upon the lion and adder will you tread;
The young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot.

‘Because he has set his love on me, I shall deliver him;
I shall lift him to safety, for he knows my Name.

He will call upon me, and I shall answer him;
I shall be with him in trouble;

I shall rescue him, and bring him to honour.
With long life I shall satisfy him, and show him my salvation.’

on sabbath

Psalm 92 
A psalm, a song for the sabbath day

It is good to give thanks unto the Lord, 
And to sing praises unto thy name, O Most High; 

To declare thy lovingkindness in the morning, 
and thy faithfulness in the night; 

With an instrument of ten strings, and with the lyre, 
With a solemn sound upon the harp. 

For thou, O Lord, hast made me glad with thy work; 
I will exult in the works of thy hands. 

How great are thy works, O Lord; thy thoughts are very deep.
A brutish man does not know;

Neither does a fool understand this. 
When the wicked spring up as the grass

And when all the workers of iniquity flourish, 
It is that they may be destroyed for ever. 
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50 morning service for the day of atonement

But thou, O Lord, art on high for evermore; 
For lo, thine enemies, O Lord, 

For, lo, thine enemies shall perish; 
All the workers of iniquity shall be scattered.

But my strength thou hast exalted like that of the wild ox;
I am anointed with fresh oil.

Mine eyes shall see the fate of mine enemies; 
Mine ears shall hear the fate of the wicked who
rise up against me.

The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree;
They will grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

Planted in the house of the Lord, 
They will flourish in the courts of our God.

They shall bring forth fruit in old age; 
They shall be full of sap and green

To declare that the Lord is upright,
My rock, in whom there is no unrighteousness.

Psalm 93

The Lord reigns; he is clothed in majesty; 
the Lord is clothed, he has girded himself with strength.

The world is also established; it cannot be shaken. 
Thy throne is established of old; thou art from everlasting. 

The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted up
their voice; the floods lift up their roaring.

Yet mightier than the voice of many waters, than the mighty
breakers of the sea, art thou, O Lord on high.

Thy testimonies are very sure, holiness befits thy house, 
O Lord, for evermore.

_____________
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51 morning service for the day of atonement

Blessed be the Lord for ever: Amen and Amen. 
Blessed be the Lord from Zion, who dwells in Jerusalem: 

O praise the Lord. 
Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who alone

does wondrous things. 
Blessed be his glorious name for ever: the whole earth 

shall be filled with his glory. 
Amen and Amen.

Blessed be he who spoke and the world came into being. Blessed
be he who speaks and acts. Blessed be he who decides and
establishes. Blessed be he who created the world. Blessed be he
who has compassion upon the earth. Blessed be he who has
compassion upon all creatures. Blessed be he who rewards well
those who revere him. Blessed be he who removes darkness, and
brings light. Blessed be the living God who exists eternally.
Blessed be he who neither does ill nor forgets, who judges
without respect of persons, and takes no bribes. He is righteous
in all his ways, and loving in all his works. Blessed be he who sets
free and provides shelter. Blessed be he who has given to his
people Israel [on sabbath: this Day of Rest, and] this Day of
Atonement, a goodly day of holy convocation. Blessed be he, and
blessed be his name. Blessed be his remembrance for ever and
ever. Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe, the
great and holy King, merciful Father, praised by the mouth of thy
people, extolled and glorified by the tongue of all who love and
serve thee. We shall praise thee, O Lord our God, with the
hymns of thy servant David. With psalms and song we shall give
thanks, declare thy greatness, glory and majesty, and proclaim thy
name, our Sovereign and our God; thou alone art the life of the
universe, thy name is extolled and glorified for ever and ever.
Blessed art thou, O Lord, the King, who art adored with praises. 
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52 morning service for the day of atonement

And David blessed the Lord in the presence of all the
congregation: and David said, ‘Blessed art thou, O Lord God
of Israel, our Father, for ever and ever. Thine, O Lord, is
the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour, and the
majesty; for all that is in heaven and earth is thine; thine,
O Lord, is the kingdom, and thou art exalted supreme above
all. Riches and honour come of thee, and thou hast dominion
over all: and in thy hand are power and might; and in thy
hand it is to make great, and to give strength unto all. And
now, O our God, we thank thee and praise thy glorious
name.’ And the people shall bless thine honoured name,
though it is exalted above all blessing and praise. Thou art
Lord alone; thou hast made the heavens, the heaven of
heavens with all their host, the earth and all that is thereon,
the seas, and all that is therein; and thou sustainest them all,
and the host of heaven worship thee.

O Lord, all my desires are before thee, although my lips utter
them not. Thy favour I implore for a moment, then let me
die. O that my request were granted! I would commit the
remnant of my life into thy hand and sleep, and sweet would
be my repose. If I withdraw from thee, my life is death: and if
I cling unto thee, my death is life. Yet I know not wherewith
to come before thee, nor in what my service and my duty
should consist. 

Teach me thy ways, O Lord, and release me from the
bondage of folly. Guide me, while I have yet strength to deny
myself and despise not my affliction; before the day cometh
when I shall be a trouble to myself, and when one part of
me will be a burden to the other; when against my will,
I shall be brought low, when my limbs shall have wasted
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53 morning service for the day of atonement

away, and be too weary to support me: and I shall depart for the
place whither my fathers have journeyed, and their resting-place
will be mine. I am but a sojourner on this earth and in her
bosom is my heritage. 

Hitherto my youthful passions have worked their will: when
shall I provide for my eternal home? My worldly heart has
prevented me from preparing for my future. For how can I serve
my Maker whilst I remain the captive of my passions and
the slave of my desires? Or how can I seek the highest when
tomorrow ‘the worm may be my sister’? How can my heart be
joyous on the day of joy if I know not whether it will be well
with me on the morrow? The days and the nights of my life are
pledged to consume my flesh until I am no more. Part of me will
be dispersed in the air and part restored to the dust. 

What shall I say, seeing that my passions pursue me as an enemy
from youth to age? What boon can time bring me, if it be not
thy favour? And if thou be not my portion, what is my portion?
I am bare and destitute of good works, and thy righteousness
alone is my covering. But why need I prolong my supplications?
O Lord, all my desires are before thee!

O God, thou art my God! I seek thee early in the intimate
assembly of thy worshippers; I will make known thy faithfulness
and declare thy greatness. O answer my cry on the day when
I stand in the midst of thy congregation: ‘O Lord, open thou
my lips and let my mouth declare thy praise.’ 

O God, thou art my God! My most secret thoughts are laid
bare to thee; my soul and body are stricken with fear of thee.
O answer my cry on the day when those who are perplexed
long for thy salvation, and when ‘the distinguished amongst the
people are met together.’ 
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54 morning service for the day of atonement

O God, thou art my God! Thou art clothed with righteousness
as with a garment. Those who fear thee have deputed me to
entreat for them: I hasten to perform my task and delay not.
O answer my cry on the day when thou wilt subdue the sins
which ensnare me, and wilt soothe my affliction. ‘Let my heart
be perfect in thy statutes, so that I be not put to shame.’ 

O God, thou art my God! Guard my thoughts, that thou cast
me not out, my lips that thou reject me not. O answer my cry on
the day when my sorrows make me unmindful of thy praise.
‘Send thy light and thy truth that they may guide me.’

O God, thou art my God! I put my whole trust in thee, my
rock and my refuge. Teach me and uphold me, for there is no
strength within me. O answer my cry on the day appointed to
search out and purge away my guilt. ‘Create in me a pure heart,
O God, and renew an upright spirit within me.’ 

O God, thou art my God! Thou most high, who art enthroned
in the heights! Out of the depths I call and lament. O answer
my cry on this day when amidst thy ardent worshippers I recite
the words, ‘Who knoweth whether God may turn, and make
manifest his compassion?’ 

O God, thou art my God! Behold me before thee, burdened
with sin. If thou shouldst strictly mark iniquities, O Lord, who
could stand? Yes, who? O answer my cry on this day enter not
into judgment with me. ‘Behold I was shapen in iniquity, and
amidst sin did my mother rear me.’ 

O God, thou art my God! Thou hast provided a remedy to
recover me; thou hast ordained the Day of Atonement to crown
me thereon with thy grace. O answer my cry on the day when
the cords of iniquity which bind me shall be rent asunder. 
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55 morning service for the day of atonement

‘Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity and purify me
from my sin.’ 

O God, thou art my God! My heart yearns to be near thee,
but I am bowed and humbled because of my sins. O answer
my cry on the day concerning which thou didst announce
to the residue of the faithful: ‘Take words with you, and
return unto the Lord.’ 

O God, thou art my God! Thy children have cleansed their
hearts to observe thy precepts, and have abstained from
food and drink. O answer my cry on the day ordained for
those who cling to thee to afflict their souls. ‘It is well
for me to be afflicted that I might learn thy statutes.’ 

O God, thou art my God! Unto thee we would lift our
eyes, but we stand before thee utterly ashamed. O answer
my cry on the day when deceitful thoughts are laid bare.
‘We will lift up our hearts and our hands unto our God in
heaven.’ 

O God, thou art my God! Thou gracious being, whose
power is adored by the choir of heavenly seraphim, deign
to remember me and visit me, whilst I implore thee in my
devotions. O answer my cry on the day when I declare in
the congregation of the faithful, ‘The breath of all living
shall bless thy name, O Lord.’

The breath of all living shall bless thy name, O Lord
our God, and the spirit of all flesh shall continually
glorify and extol thy remembrance, O our King. Thou art
God from everlasting to everlasting, and besides thee
we have no king, redeemer, or saviour to deliver, shelter,
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56 morning service for the day of atonement

answer, or have pity on us. In all times of trouble and
distress we have no king to help and support us but thee.
God of the first and of the last ages, God of all creatures,
Lord of all generations, adored with all manner of praise,
he governs his world with love and his creatures with
mercy. The Lord neither slumbers nor sleeps; he awakens
those who sleep and rouses those who dream; he revives
the dead and heals the sick; he opens the eyes of the blind,
and raises up those who are bowed down. Unto thee alone
we give thanks.

If our mouths were full of song like the sea, our tongues full
of joy like the resounding waves, and our lips full of praise
like the boundless firmament; if our eyes were shining like
the sun and the moon, our hands spread out like the eagles’
wings in the skies, and our feet swift as the hinds’, we still
could not give sufficient thanks unto thee, O Lord our
God, or adequately bless thy name, O our King, for even
one of the myriads of benefits which thou hast bestowed
upon our ancestors and upon us. O Lord our God, thou
didst redeem us from Egypt and release us from the house
of bondage; in time of famine thou didst feed us, and in
plenty provide for us. From the sword thou didst deliver us,
from pestilence save us, and from many sore diseases thou
didst rescue us. Hitherto thy compassion has supported us,
and thy lovingkindness has not forsaken us; therefore the
limbs which thou hast formed in us, the spirit and soul
which thou hast breathed into our nostrils, and the tongue
which thou hast placed in our mouth shall continually
thank, bless, praise, glorify, and sing unto thy name,
O our King.
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57 morning service for the day of atonement

For every mouth shall thank thee, every tongue praise thee,
and every eye watch for thee; every knee shall bend to thee,
and all that is lofty shall bow down before thee. All hearts
shall revere thee, and all our inner being shall sing praises to
thy name; as it is said: ‘All my bones shall say: O Lord, who is
like unto thee, who deliverest the poor from those who are
too strong for them; the poor and needy from those who
exploit them?’ Who is like unto thee? Who is equal unto
thee? Who can be compared unto thee? Great, mighty, and
revered God, supreme Lord, possessor of heaven and earth.

Praised for ever be thy name, O our King, the great and holy
God, King over heaven and earth; for unto thee, O Lord
our God and God of our ancestors, belong for ever song and
praise, psalm and hymn, strength and dominion, victory,
greatness and might, adoration and glory, holiness and
majesty, blessings and thanksgivings to thy great and holy
name. From everlasting to everlasting thou art God. Blessed
art thou, O Lord, great King, adored with praise, God of
thanksgiving, Lord of wonders, creator of all souls, sovereign
over all deeds, who art pleased with melodious song, O King,
the life of the universe. Amen.

Bless the Lord, who is ever to be blessed.

Blessed be the Lord, who is blessed for ever and ever.

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe, 
who formest light and createst darkness, makest peace,
and createst all things.
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58 morning service for the day of atonement

in silence

All creation shall give thanks unto thee, praise thee, and say:
‘There is none holy like the Lord.’ All shall extol thee as the
Creator of all things, O God, who daily openest the gates of
the east, and throwest wide the windows of the firmament,
bringing forth the sun from his abode, and the moon from
her place of rest, giving light to all the world and its
inhabitants, whom thou didst create in a spirit of tenderness.
In tender love thou givest light to the earth, and to those who
dwell therein, and in thy goodness thou renewest from day
to day the work of the creation. How great are thy works,
O Lord, in wisdom thou hast made them all; the earth is
full of thy creatures. Thou art the only King, exalted alone
since the world began; thou art praised, glorified and extolled
from the days of old. Everlasting God, in thy great mercy
have compassion on us, Lord of our strength, rock of our
fortress, shield of our safety, citadel of our protection.

on sabbath

Praise be to God who ceased from all his works, and on the
seventh day exalted himself, and sat upon the throne of his
glory; who robed himself in majesty on the day of rest, and
called the sabbath a day of delight. This is the song of praise
for the seventh day, when God rested from all his work; and
the seventh day uttered praise and said: ‘A psalm, a song for
the sabbath day.’ Therefore all God’s creatures shall adore
him; let them render praise, honour, grandeur and glory unto
the King, the Creator of all, who gives an inheritance of rest
to his people Israel on the holy sabbath day.

_____________ 
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59 morning service for the day of atonement

May thy name, O Lord our God, be sanctified and thy
remembrance, O our King, be praised in the heavens above
and on the earth beneath, for all the wondrous works of thy
hands, and for the bright luminaries which thou hast
formed. Blessed art thou, O Lord, creator of the sun and
the moon.

With everlasting love thou hast loved us, O Lord our God,
and with exceeding great compassion thou hast pitied us.
Our Father, our King, for the sake of thy great name, and
for the sake of our ancestors who trusted in thee, and
whom thou didst teach the statutes of life that they might
perform thy will with a perfect heart, be gracious unto us
also. Our Father, merciful Father, ever compassionate, have
mercy upon us; put wisdom in our hearts, that we may
hear, understand, reflect, learn and teach, observe, do and
fulfil in love all the words of thy law.

Cause our eyes to be enlightened by thy law, and our hearts
to hold fast to thy commandments; unite our hearts in love
and reverence for thee, so that we are not disgraced nor put
to shame, and so that we may never stumble. Because we
have trusted in thy holy, great, mighty and revered name,
we shall find joy and gladness in thy saving power. O Lord
our God, let not thy mercy and thy great lovingkindness
ever forsake us. Hasten and bring us blessing and peace
from the four corners of the earth, and let us go with heads
high to our land. For thou art the God who workest
salvation; thou hast chosen us from among all peoples and
nations. 
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60 morning service for the day of atonement

In love, O our King, thou hast brought us near to thy great
name, to give thanks to thee, to proclaim thy unity, and to
love thy name. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who in love hast
chosen thy people Israel.

Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One.

Blessed be the name of his glorious kingdom for 
ever and ever.

And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your might. And these
words which I command you this day, shall be in your heart.
And you shall teach them diligently to your children, and
shall speak of them when you are sitting in your house,
and when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when
you rise up. And you shall bind them for a sign upon your
hand; and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes, and
you shall write them upon the door posts of your house,
and upon your gates.

in silence

And it shall come to pass, that if you will hearken diligently
unto my commandments which I command you this day, to
love the Lord your God, and to serve him with all your heart
and with all your soul, then will I send rain for your land in its
due season; the early rain and the later rain, that you may
gather in your corn, your wine and your oil. And I shall give
grass in your fields for your cattle, that you may eat and be
satisfied. Take heed to yourselves, lest your heart be deceived,
and you turn aside, and serve other gods, and worship them.
For then the Lord’s anger will be kindled against you, and he
will shut up the heavens so that there be no rain, and the land
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61 morning service for the day of atonement

will not yield her produce, and you will soon perish from off
the good land which the Lord gives you. And you shall lay
up these my words in your heart and in your soul, and
bind them for a sign upon your hand, and they shall be as
frontlets between your eyes. And you shall teach them to
your children, speaking of them when you are sitting in your
house, and when you are walking by the way, when you lie
down and when you rise up. And you shall write them upon
the door posts of your house, and upon your gates, that your
days and the days of your children may be increased in the
land which the Lord promised to give to your ancestors for
as long as the heavens are above the earth.

And the Lord spoke unto Moses, saying: ‘Speak unto the
children of Israel and bid them make themselves fringes on
the borders of their garments, throughout their generations,
and put upon the fringe of each border a thread of blue.
And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that when you look upon
it you should remember all the commandments of the
Lord, and keep them; and that you should not stray after
the inclinations of your hearts and your eyes, by which you
are seduced; 

so that you will remember and keep all my commandments,
and be holy unto your God. I am the Lord your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God:
I am the Lord your God.’

True is this word unto us for ever and ever, true, established,
enduring, accepted and good. It is true that the everlasting
God is our King; the rock of Jacob, the shield of our safety;
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Let honour, O Lord, be upon thy people, glory upon
those who revere thee, goodly hope with those who seek
thee, and confidence with those who wait for thee.
Grant joy unto thy land, gladness unto thy city, revival
unto thy servant David, and renewal of splendour to the
son of Jesse, thine anointed, speedily in our days. 

And the righteous shall see it and be glad. And the
upright shall rejoice and the pious exult in song. But
iniquity shall be dumb. All wickedness shall vanish like
smoke. For thou shalt remove the rule of tyranny from
the earth.

And thou, O Lord, alone shalt reign over all thy works,
on mount Zion, the residence of thy glory, and in
Jerusalem, the city of thy sanctuary; as it is written in thy
holy word: 

‘The Lord will reign for ever; even thy God, O Zion,
from generation to generation. Hallelujah!’

Thou art holy and thy name fills us with awe, and
besides thee there is no God. As it is written, ‘And the
Lord of hosts is exalted in judgment, and the holy God
is sanctified in righteousness.’ Blessed art thou, O Lord,
the holy King.

on sabbath

Our God and God of our ancestors, accept, we beseech
thee, our day of rest. Sanctify us with thy command-
ments and ordain our portion to be in thy law. Satisfy us
with thy goodness, gladden us with thy salvation and
purify our hearts that we may worship thee in truth.
Cause us, O Lord our God, to inherit thy holy
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65 morning service for the day of atonement

sabbath with love and delight, and grant that all Israel
who sanctify thy name may have rest thereon. Blessed art
thou, O Lord, who sanctifiest the sabbath.

_____________

Thou hast chosen us from all people; thou hast loved us
and been pleased with us; thou hast exalted us in holiness
among all nations. Thou hast sanctified us by thy
commandments and brought us near unto thy service,
O our King; thou hast called us by thy great and holy
name. And in love thou hast given us, O Lord, our God,
[on sabbath: this day of rest, and] this Day of Atonement,
even this day of holy convocation, for forgiveness and
atonement, and to pardon thereon all our iniquities. 

Our God and God of our ancestors, pardon our iniquities
(on sabbath: on this day of rest, and) on this Day of
Atonement. Blot out and remove our transgressions and
our sins from thy sight. As it is said, ‘I, even I, am he who
for mine own sake blots out your transgressions, and your
sins I will not remember.’ And it is said, 

‘I have blotted out your transgressions as a cloud, and
your sins as a thick cloud. Return to me, for I have
redeemed you.’ And it is said, 

‘For on this day shall atonement be made for you, to
purify you. From all your sins you shall be clean before
the Lord.’

Our God and God of our ancestors, may our
remembrance ascend and come before thee; may it be
accepted and remembered, with remembrance of our
ancestors, remembrance of Jerusalem, thy holy city, and
remembrance of all thy people, the house of Israel, to
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bring deliverance, well-being, grace, lovingkindness, com-
passion [on sabbath: on this day of rest, and] on this Day
of Atonement, to bestow mercy and salvation upon us. 

Remember us, O our God, this day for good. Amen. 
Visit us this day with thy blessing. Amen.
Preserve us this day for a good life. Amen.

As thou hast promised deliverance and compassion, pardon
us and save us, for our eyes are turned to thee, gracious and
merciful God and King.

Our God and God of our ancestors, reign in thy glory over
the whole world and be exalted in thy majesty over all the
earth. Shine forth in the excellence of thy supreme power
over all the inhabitants of the world. May every creature
acknowledge that thou hast created it, and every living thing
understand that thou hast fashioned it. May all who have
breath in their nostrils declare that the Lord God of Israel
reigns and that his kingdom is supreme over all.

Sanctify us with thy commandments and ordain our portion
to be in thy law. Satisfy us with thy goodness, gladden us with
thy salvation and purify our hearts that we may worship thee
in truth. 

For thou, O Lord God, art truth and thy word, O our King,
is truth and endures for ever. Blessed art thou, O Lord,
O King, who dost pardon and forgive our iniquities and the
iniquities of thy people the house of Israel, and dost remove
our trespasses from year to year. Thou art King of the whole
earth, who sanctifiest [on sabbath: the Sabbath,] Israel and
the Day of Atonement.
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67 morning service for the day of atonement

O Lord our God, let thy people Israel be acceptable to thee,
and have regard unto our prayers. Accept the prayers of Israel
with love and favour, and may the worship of thy people
Israel be ever pleasing to thee.

And in thine abundant mercy deign to regard us graciously
and be favourable unto us, and may our eyes behold thy
return in mercy to Zion. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who
restorest thy divine presence to Zion.

We gratefully acknowledge that thou art the Lord our God
and God of our ancestors for ever. Thou art our rock, the rock
of our lives, and the shield of our safety throughout all
generations. We will give thanks unto thee and declare thy
praise: for our lives, which are in thy hand, and for our souls,
which are in thy charge, and for thy miracles, which are with
us every day, and for thy wonders and thy goodness, which are
with us at all times, at morning, noon and evening. Thou art
good, for thy mercy never fails; thou art merciful, for thy
lovingkindness never ceases; for ever do we put our trust in
thee.

For all this, may thy name, O our King, be continually blessed
and exalted for ever and ever. All that lives shall give thanks
unto thee and shall praise and bless thy great name in truth,
O God, our salvation and our help. Blessed art thou, O Lord,
good is thy name and unto thee it is fitting to give thanks.
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Grant peace, happiness and blessing, life, grace and
lovingkindness, justice and mercy unto us. Bless us, even
all of us together, O our Father, with the light of thy
countenance. For in the light of thy countenance thou dost
give us, O Lord our God, law and life, love and kindness,
justice and mercy, blessing and peace. May it please thee to
bless thy people Israel with great strength and peace.

May we and all thy people Israel be remembered before
thee for life, sustenance, salvation and comfort. Grant us a
good life and peace. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who blessest
thy people Israel with peace. 

Our God and God of our ancestors, let our prayers come
before thee, and turn not from our supplications. Truly we
are not so hardened and stiff-necked as to declare in thy
presence, O Lord our God and the God of our ancestors,
that we are righteous and have not sinned. For alas, both
we and our ancestors have sinned. 

We have been careless, dishonest, greedy, slanderous,
wayward, corrupting and presumptuous; 

We have acted violently, hidden the truth, urged evil, used
deception, been scornful; 

We have rebelled, lacked respect, been overbearing, done
wrong and gloried in it;

We have oppressed others, been stubborn, acted wickedly,
been destructive and violated standards; 

We have gone astray and led others astray.

We have turned aside from thy commandments and thy
goodly precepts and it has not profited us. But thou art
righteous in all that has come upon us, for thou hast dealt
faithfully, but we have done wickedly.
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For the sins which we have committed against thee under duress,

For the sins which we have committed against thee by choice,

For the sins which we have committed against thee in secret,

For the sins which we have committed against thee in public,

For the sins which we have committed against thee unwittingly,

For the sins which we have committed against thee deliberately,

For all of these, O God of forgiveness, pardon us, forgive us,
and grant us remission.

O Lord, my God and God of my ancestors, I am here in thy
presence, full of shame and reproach. Teach me, O Lord God,
merciful and gracious King, to overcome my inclinations so that
I may bind myself to thee, so that I will not sin; and what sins I
have committed against thee, in thy great mercy wipe them out,
but not by means of severe punishments.

What shall we say unto thee, O thou who dwellest on
high? Or what shall we declare unto thee, who art
enthroned above? Behold, thou knowest the secret
things as well as the revealed. Thou knowest the hidden
things of the world and the most secret thoughts of
all living. Thou searchest all the inward parts and
examinest the mind and the heart. Nothing is concealed
from thee. Nothing is hidden from thy sight. May it be
thy will, O Lord our God and God of our ancestors, to
pardon all our sins, to forgive all our iniquities and to
grant us remission  for  all  our  transgressions.
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70 morning service for the day of atonement

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

May he who makes peace in his high heavens grant peace unto us,
unto all Israel and unto all mankind. 

_____________

O God, unto whom shall I compare thee, who art without
an equal? 

To what shall I liken thee, whose impress all nature bears? 
Thou art exalted above the celestial hosts, and art glorious

beyond all conception. 
What words can define thee? What tongue describe thee? 
Can mind comprehend thee? Can eye behold thee? 
With whom of old didst thou take counsel? From whom get

understanding, seeing that before thee no God existed?
This world of thine bears witness that there is none besides thee: 
For thy wisdom is manifest in all things, thy seal is upon them all. 
Ere the mountains were brought forth, ere the pillars of  the

firmament were fixed, 
Before there were hills and dales, thou sat’st on thy divine throne. 

in silence

My God, guard my tongue from evil and my lips from telling lies.
To those who speak ill of me may my soul be silent and lowly as
the dust to everyone. Open my heart to thy law, that my soul may
pursue thy commandments. Frustrate speedily the designs and
bring to nought the schemes of those who rise up to do evil
against me. 
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71 morning service for the day of atonement

Thou containest all things, but they contain thee not; thou
pervadest all things, but they confine thee not. 

The mind gives up searching for thee, the tongue wearies that
would express thee;

The thoughts of the wisest are confused, the swiftest fancy is
a laggard. 

‘Fearsome in praises’ hast thou been called, and verily thou art
high above all praise. 

Almighty, how marvellous art thou! Thou fillest the  heavens
and the earth. 

O depth profound! Who can fathom it? O distance remote!
Who can bridge it? 

Thy works alone are revealed to us, yea, thy faithfulness alone
to thy holy congregation. 

Thy righteousness – that is disclosed; thy law – that is
proclaimed. 

Thy presence is nigh unto the penitent, but from the perverse
it is far off. 

The pure of soul behold thee; they need no outer light. 

They hear thee with the ear of the spirit when the ear of flesh
is dulled. 

For ever they proclaim thy holiness: Holy, Holy, Holy is the
Lord of hosts!

_____________ 

Forgive us, O our Father, for we have erred through the greatness
of our folly. Pardon us, our King, for our iniquities are great.

Give ear, O Lord, to our prayer; hearken to the voice of our
supplication.
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72 morning service for the day of atonement

Hearken to the voice of our cry, O our King and our God,
for unto thee we pray.

Hear, O Lord, our fervent prayer; hearken unto our cry,
give ear unto our supplications that come from our lips
without guile.

O Lord God of heaven, great and revered God, we beseech
thee to let thine ear be attentive and thine eyes open to
hear the prayer of thy servant and thy people Israel. As
parents have compassion on their children, so have
compassion upon us, O Lord. To the Lord belongs
salvation; may thy blessing be upon thy people. The Lord
of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. O Lord
of hosts, happy are they who trust in thee. 

Save us, O Lord, answer us, 
O King, in the day when we call.

Pardon, we beseech thee, the iniquity of this people
according to the greatness of thy mercy, and as thou hast
forgiven this people from Egypt until now. And the Lord
said, ‘I have pardoned according to your prayer’.

Our God and God of our ancestors:

I beseech thee, God, glorious and full of awe, to pardon the
iniquity of this people who declare thy praise. For the sake
of thy glorious name, incline thine ear to hearken to the
cry and to the prayer of thy servant. I approach thee this
day to make confession unto thee, and to acknowledge my
sins and the sins of thy people. As I offer the words of my
supplication before the ark of thy covenant, O thou who
art in heaven, hear me from thy holy habitation. Behold,
I stand trembling because of the burden of mine iniquities:
many are my transgressions and grievous are my sins.
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73 morning service for the day of atonement

I therefore take with me the words which thou didst
reveal to Moses thy servant through which thou art
propitiated, O God, who abidest eternally. Let the cry
of my supplication come unto thee, and reject not the
humble messenger of thy servants. O thou who art
gracious, answer the petition of those who supplicate
thee; prepare their hearts and let thine ear be attentive.
O thou who art good, withhold not the ways of thy
mercy from us, but deal with us according to the
greatness of thy lovingkindness. Account our fast as a
sacrifice offered unto thee, and deliver us and pardon
our sins. Forgive, we beseech thee, those who confess
their transgressions before thee; cleanse them and purify
them from all their defilements. Dismiss not empty
those who invoke thee, but hear thou their prayer from
heaven. Pardon, we beseech thee, those who implore
thy forgiveness and cast all their sins into the bottomless
depths. As thou didst hearken in former times to the
prayer of the beloved man, Daniel, so hearken, we
beseech thee, to our prayer. Pardon and forgive the
transgression of thy people. O Lord, turn from thy hot
displeasure and thy wrath, so that all the inhabitants of
the world may know thy name, for pardon is with thee.
Forgive the sins of those who seek thy countenance.
O Lord, visit thy chosen people with mercy and despise
not nor reject the affliction of thy humble congregation.
Thou wilt have mercy on Zion, and again take pleasure
in Jerusalem. O Lord, hearken and do; delay not.
Gather, I beseech thee, thy dispersed flock, and visit the
vine which thy right hand has planted. Thou who art
merciful, deign to hasten the salvation of those who long
for thee; not for our sake, but for thy sake, O God. Hear
the  voice  of  our  cry  and  graciously  accept  our  prayer.
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74 morning service for the day of atonement

Cause thy divine presence to return to Zion and let thy
mercy be moved towards thy people. For thy city and thy
people are called by thy name. And now, O Lord our God,
in thine abundant mercy we trust, upon thy lovingkindness
we rely, and for thy forgiveness we hope. For thou, O Lord,
art a merciful and gracious God, long-suffering, great in
mercy and abundant in beneficence. Thou rulest the whole
universe with thine attributes of lovingkindness and mercy,
as it is written in the law of thy servant Moses, ‘And he
said: I will cause all my goodness to pass before thee, and I
will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee, and I will
be gracious unto whom I will be gracious, and I will have
compassion upon whom I will have compassion.’

O God, thou art long-suffering; thou art proclaimed
the merciful one, and thou hast taught us the way of
repentance. Remember the greatness of thy mercy and
lovingkindness to the offspring of thy beloved servants this
day and every day. Turn to us in mercy, for thou art the
merciful. Withdraw thy fierce anger, as it is written in thy
Torah, so that we be lodged and sheltered in the shadow of
thy wings as on the day when thou, O Lord, didst descend
in a cloud. Pass over our transgression and blot out our
trespass, as on the day when thou didst appear to Moses.
Hearken unto our prayer and take account of what we
say, as on the day when he called upon thy name as Lord:
‘And the Lord passed before him  and proclaimed:

The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious,
long-suffering and abundant in love and truth,
preserving love and kindness for thousands of
generations, forgiving iniquity and transgression and
sin, cleansing those who repent.’

WSYK03DAYAtone2019prf4_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:33  Page 72



running head 75

T 284

WSYK03DAYAtone2019prf4_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:33  Page 75



75 morning service for the day of atonement

Enter not into judgment with us, for no one living is
justified before thee. Righteousness and justice are the
foundation of thy throne; mercy and truth go before thee.
Our judgment comes forth from thee; thou seest with
unerring eyes. He judges the world in righteousness, he
dispenses justice to the people in uprightness. Thy mercies
are abundant, O Lord; quicken us according to thy
judgments. Be thou exalted, O judge of the earth; render a
reward to the proud. For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is
our lawgiver, the Lord is our King. He will save us. Far be it
from thee to do after this manner to slay the righteous with
the wicked, and that the righteous should be as the wicked;
far be that from thee. Shall the judge of all the earth not do
justice?

O supreme judge, who makest the whole earth stand in
judgment, we beseech thee to bind life and lovingkindness
to thy lowly people. Accept this morning prayer in place of
the ancient sacrifice, yea, as the burnt-sacrifice of the
morning which was offered daily. 

O thou who art clothed and girded with righteousness,
thou alone art supreme. Though there be no good deeds in
us, remember, we beseech thee, those who sleep in Hebron.
Let their memory be continually before thee, like the
burnt-sacrifice of the morning which was offered daily.

Be of good courage and fortify your hearts, O my people,
whose strength is in God. If you observe his testimonies,
he, setting merit against transgression, will pardon your
sins and will remember mercy in his anger. Seek ye the
Lord and his strength. Entreat his face continually, even as
the burnt-sacrifice of the morning which was offered daily.
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76 morning service for the day of atonement

Pray hear our cries for help, O Lord, when we call to thee.
Pray pardon through thy mercy, O Lord, the iniquity of our

unjust gains.

Hear, O Lord, the words with which I address thee; and the
sin in which I have been ensnared, pardon, O Lord.

Hear, O Lord, from thy heavenly abode, and the sins of thy
people, pardon, O Lord.

Hear, O Lord, on the day when I utter thy praise, and my
continual backsliding, pardon, O Lord.

Hear, O Lord, the frail and lowly penitent, and those whose
sins are as scarlet, pardon, O Lord.

Hear, O Lord, those who stand in awe before thee, and
pardon me, thy servant, O Lord.

Hear, O Lord, the hymns with which I praise thee, and
pardon my misdeeds, O Lord.

Hear, O Lord, the voice of the remnant of Jacob, and the
iniquity of every perverse heart, pardon, O Lord.

Pray hear our cries for help, O Lord, when we call to thee. 
Pray pardon through thy mercy, O Lord, the iniquity of our 

unjust gains.

Pray hear our cries for help, O Lord, when we call to thee. 
Pray pardon through thy mercy, O Lord, the iniquity of our

unjust gains.

O Lord, hear; O Lord, pardon; O Lord, heed us and act.
Do not delay, O God, for thine own sake, for thy city and
thy people are called by thy name. Turn us back unto thee,
O Lord, and we shall return. Renew our days as of old. 
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77 morning service for the day of atonement

People of faith have passed away who were strong in
good works;

Valiant, they stood in the breach, turning away calamity.
They were to us a bulwark, a protection in the day of wrath. 
They appeased anger by prayer and restrained wrath by

their supplication.
Before they invoked thee thou didst answer them, for they

knew how to implore and how to propitiate.
As a parent thou hadst compassion for their sake; thou didst

not turn them away empty from thy presence. 
In the multitude of our iniquities, we have lost them; they

have been taken from us in the midst of our sins.
They have gone to their eternal rest; they have left us to our

sorrows.
They who repaired the fence have ceased to be; they who

turned away wrath have perished.
They who stood in the breach are no more; they who were

worthy to supplicate thee have passed away.

God the King, who sits on the throne of mercy, governs in
love and kindness and pardons the sins of his people, granting
abundant forgiveness to those who sin and pardon to those
who transgress, doing justice to the body and the soul, but not
according to the full weight of their wickedness. O God, thou
hast taught us thine attributes of goodness and mercy, as it is
written in thy Torah, ‘And the Lord descended in the cloud,
and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the
Lord. And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed: 

The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-
suffering and abundant in love and truth, preserving
love and kindness for thousands of generations,
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, cleansing
those who repent.’
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78 morning service for the day of atonement

We have wandered to the four corners of the earth but have
found relief nowhere.

We turn now unto thee, our faces covered with shame, to seek
thee, O God, at the time for imploring forgiveness.

We are bewildered by evil; 
our strength has been drained through trouble;

We are brought exceedingly low; 
we are brought down to the dust.

Let mercy be our measure; 
for we are stiff-necked and rebellious. 

We cry with our lips, ‘We have sinned’, 
but are wayward and perverse in our hearts.

O most high, thy mercy is eternal; 
forgiveness is with thee.

Comfort us in the face of evil; 
O source of goodness and lovingkindness.

Withdraw not from us in times like these, 
for we are in great distress.

Let it be clear to the eyes of all that thy goodness 
and thy lovingkindness are with us. 

Thy ways are merciful and gracious.
Thou hast revealed thyself to ‘the faithful of thy house’;

When he entreated thee of old, 
thou didst make known unto him thine own faithfulness.

We have sinned, O our rock. Pardon us, O our creator. 
Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One. 
Blessed be the name of his glorious kingdom 

for ever and ever. 
The Lord is God; the Lord is God. 
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79 morning service for the day of atonement

The Lord reigns, the Lord has reigned, 
the Lord shall reign for ever and ever!

Before the heavens and the lands are stretched out,
the Lord reigns;

And when the luminaries shone forth, 
the Lord reigned;

And when the earth shall wear out like a
garment, and the heavens shall melt away as
smoke, the Lord shall reign for ever and ever.

The Lord reigns, the Lord has reigned, the Lord shall
reign for ever and ever!

Before he has made the earth and all that is beyond, 
the Lord reigns;

When he established creatures upon the earth, 
the Lord reigned;

And when he shall assemble the dispersed from
the four corners of the earth, the Lord shall
reign for ever and ever.

The Lord reigns, the Lord has reigned, the Lord shall
reign for ever and ever!

Alone designated I AM THAT I AM, he was, he is and
eternally will be. He causes death and restores to life.
Before him there was no God formed, neither shall there
be after him.
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80 morning service for the day of atonement

Most merciful and gracious God:
we have sinned before you,
have mercy upon us.

Lord of pardon, you search all hearts, 
you reveal hidden things and speak righteousness:
we have sinned before you,
have mercy upon us.

Glorious in wonders and mighty in deeds, 
you remember the convenant of the patriarchs, 
you search our inmost parts: 
we have sinned before you, 
have mercy upon us.

Good and beneficent to all creatures, 
you know all secrets, 
subdue iniquities 
and are clothed with righteousness: 
we have sinned before you; 
have mercy upon us.

Perfect in purity, fearsome in praise, 
you pardon iniquities 
and answer us in our troubles: 
we have sinned before you; 
have mercy upon us.

Worker of salvation, who sees the future, 
you call to all the generations from the beginning, 
you ride upon the heavens, 
you hearken to prayer and are perfect in knowledge:
we have sinned before you; 
have mercy upon us.

Remember for us the covenant of our patriarchs, as thou hast
said, ‘And I will remember my covenant with Jacob and also
my covenant with Isaac, and also my covenant with Abraham
will I remember, and the land will I remember.’ 
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81 morning service for the day of atonement

Remember for us the covenant of our ancestors, as thou hast
said, ‘I will for their sake remember the covenant of their
ancestors whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt, in
the sight of the nations, that I might be their God: I am the
Lord.’ Perform unto us thy promise: ‘And yet for all that,
when they are in the land of their enemies I will not reject
them, neither will I abhor them, to destroy them utterly,
to break my covenant with them, for I am the Lord, their
God.’ Have mercy upon us and destroy us not, as it is written,
‘For the Lord your God is a merciful God. He will not
forsake you nor will he destroy you, neither will he forget
the covenant with your ancestors which he swore unto them.’
Circumcise our hearts to love and to fear thy name, as it is
written, ‘The Lord your God will circumcise your heart and
the hearts of your seed, that you may love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live.’
Bring back our captives and have compassion upon us, as it
is written, ‘The Lord your God will turn your captivity and
have compassion upon you, and will return and gather you
from all the nations whither the Lord your God has scattered
you.’ Gather our dispersed, as it is written, ‘If your outcasts
are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there the Lord
your God will gather you and from there he will take you.’
May we find thee through our supplications, as it is written,
‘And from there you shall seek the Lord your God and you
shall find him if you seek him with all your heart and with all
your soul.’ Blot out our transgressions for thy sake, as thou
hast said, ‘I have blotted out your transgressions for mine own
sake and your sins will I not remember.’ 
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82 morning service for the day of atonement

Blot out our transgressions as a cloud and as a thick cloud,
as thou hast said, ‘I have blotted out your transgressions as
a cloud and as a thick cloud your sins. Return unto me for
I have redeemed you.’ Sprinkle purifying water upon us and
cleanse us, as it is written, ‘And I will sprinkle purifying water
upon you and you shall be clean; from all your impurities
and from all your idolatries will I cleanse you.’ 

Pardon our sins on this day and purify us, as it is written,
‘For on this day shall atonement be made for you, to purify
you. From all your sins shall ye be clean before the Lord.’
Bring us unto thy holy mountain, and make us joyful in thy
house of prayer, as it is written ‘And I will bring them unto
my holy mountain and I will make them rejoice in my house
of prayer. Their burnt offering and their sacrifices shall be
accepted on my altar. For my house shall be called a house of
prayer for all peoples.’ Hear our voice, O Lord our God,
be gracious and compassionate towards us and accept our
prayers with favour and mercy. Bring us back unto thee,
O Lord, and we will return: renew our days as of old. 

Give ear unto our words, O Lord, consider our meditations.

May the words of our mouths and the meditation of our
hearts be acceptable in thy presence, O Lord, our rock and
our redeemer. Cast us not out from thy presence and take not
thy holy spirit from us. Cast us not off in old age; forsake us
not when our strength fails. Forsake us not, O Lord our God;
be not far from us. For in thee, O Lord, we hope; thou wilt
answer us, O Lord our God.
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83 morning service for the day of atonement

Our God and God of our ancestors, forsake us not, cast
us not off, put us not to shame and do not annul thy
convenant with us. Draw us near to thy Torah, teach us
thy precepts and show us thy ways. Dispose us to revere
thy name and circumcise our hearts to love thee, that
we may return unto thee in truth and in sincerity. And
for the sake of thy great name pardon and forgive our
iniquities, as it is written in thy holy word, ‘For the sake
of thy name, O Lord, pardon our iniquity, for it is great.’

Our God and God of our ancestors, pardon us, forgive
us and grant us remission. 

For we are thy people and thou art our God. 

We are thy children and thou art our parent. 

We are thy servants and thou art our master. 

We are thy congregation and thou art our portion.

We are thy inheritance and thou art our destiny.

We are thy flock and thou art our shepherd. 

We are thy vineyard and thou art our keeper. 

We are thy handiwork and thou art our maker. 

We are thy love and thou art our beloved. 

We are thy chosen and thou art our God.

We are thy people and thou art our King.

We are thine acknowledged people and 
thou art our acknowledged God.
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84 morning service for the day of atonement

We are obdurate but thou art merciful and gracious. We are
stiff-necked but thou art long-suffering. We are full of
iniquity but thou art full of mercy. As for us, our days are as a
passing shadow, but thou art ever the same and thy years have
no end.

O Lord, let our prayers come before thee and turn not from
our supplications. We are not so hardened and stiff-necked
as to declare in thy presence, O Lord our God and God of
our ancestors, that we are righteous and have not sinned, for
we and our ancestors have sinned.       

We have been careless, dishonest, greedy, slanderous, wayward,
corrupting and presumptuous; 

We have acted violently, hidden the truth, urged evil, used
deception, been scornful; 

We have rebelled, lacked respect, been overbearing, done
wrong and gloried in it;

We have oppressed others, been stubborn, acted wickedly,
been destructive and violated standards; 

We have gone astray and led others astray.

We have turned aside from thy commandments and thy
goodly precepts and it has not profited us. But thou art
righteous in all that has come upon us, for thou hast dealt
faithfully but we have acted wickedly.

What shall we say unto thee, O thou who dwellest on high, or
what shall we declare unto thee who art enthroned above?
Behold, thou knowest the secret things as well as the revealed.
Thou knowest the hidden things of the   world and the most
secret thoughts of all living. Thou searchest all the inward
parts and examinest the mind and the heart. Nothing is
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We have acted wickedly and have transgressed, therefore we
have not been saved. Give us the desire to leave the path of
wickedness and hasten our salvation. As it is written by the
hand of thy prophet, ‘Let the wicked leave his path and the
unrighteous his thoughts. Let him return unto the Lord for he
will have compassion on him and unto our God for he will
abundantly pardon.’

Our God and God of our ancestors, pardon and forgive our
iniquities [on sabbath: on this day of rest and] on this Day of
Atonement and graciously accept our prayers. Blot out and
remove our transgressions and our sins from before thine eyes;
bend our will so that it may submit itself to thee; subdue our
pride so that we may turn unto thee; give us a new heart so that
we may keep thy precepts. Thou knowest our sins, whether
committed deliberately or in ignorance, by choice or under
duress, whether publicly or secretly: before thee all are known

concealed from thee; nothing is hidden from thy sight. May it
be thy will, O Lord our God and God of our ancestors, to
pardon all our sins, to forgive all our iniquities and to grant us
remission for all our transgressions.

For the sins which we have committed against thee under duress,

For the sins which we have committed against thee by choice,

For the sins which we have committed against thee in secret,

For the sins which we have committed against thee in public,

For the sins which we have committed against thee unwittingly,

For the sins which we have committed against thee deliberately,

For all of these, O God of forgiveness, pardon us, forgive us,          
and grant us remission.
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86 morning service for the day of atonement

and revealed. What are we? What is our life? What is our
kindness, what our righteousness, what our help, what our
strength, what our might? What can we say unto thee 
O Lord our God and God of our ancestors? Are not the
mightiest heroes as nought before thee, men of renown as
if they had not existed, wise men as if they were without
knowledge and men of understanding as if they were
without intelligence? For most of what we accomplish is
worthless and the days of our life are as a breath in thy sight.
Even the pre-eminence of man above the beast is nought, for
all is vanity except the pure soul, which must hereafter submit
to judgment before the throne of thy glory. What shall we say
unto thee, O thou who dwellest on high, or what shall we
declare unto thee, who art enthroned above? Surely thou
knowest what is hidden as well as what is revealed? 

Thou receivest the penitent, O most merciful God. Thou
didst promise us remission through repentance even from the
beginning, therefore in repentance we turn our eyes in hope
to thee. 

David thy servant asked of thee, ‘Who can perceive his
errors? Cleanse me from hidden sins.’ Cleanse us, O Lord
our God, from all our transgressions and purify us from
all our defilements. O sprinkle purifying water upon us and
cleanse us, as it is written by the hand of thy prophet, ‘And
I will sprinkle purifying water upon you and you shall be
clean. From all your defilements and from all your impurities
will I cleanse you.’

Fear not, O Jacob; return, O ye backsliders; return, O Israel.
As it is written by the hand of thy prophet, ‘Return, O Israel,
to the Lord your God, for you have stumbled in your iniquity.’
And it is said, ‘Take with you words, and return to the Lord.’
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87 morning service for the day of atonement

Say to him, ‘Take away all iniquity, and receive us as good:
so will we offer our words in place of animal sacrifice.’

And from thy love, O Lord our God, with which thou
hast loved thy people Israel, and from thy compassion,
O our King, for the children of thy covenant, thou hast
given us, O Lord our God, [on sabbath: this day of rest
and] this Day of Atonement, for remission of sin, for
forgiveness of iniquity and for pardoning transgression.

This day, pardon the whole congregation of the children
of Israel and the stranger that sojourns among them, as
it is written in thy Torah, ‘And there shall be forgiveness
for the whole congregation of the children of Israel and for
the stranger that sojourns among them. For all the people
were in error.’

This day, faith in thy name as the good and forgiving God
shall be established, as it is written in thy holy word, ‘For
thou, Lord, art good and forgiving and full of compassion
for all who call on thee.’

This day, hearken to our supplications, and grant us
forgiveness, as it is written in thy Torah, ‘Pardon, I pray, the
iniquity of this people, according to the greatness of thy
mercy and as thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt
until now.’ And the Lord said, ‘I have pardoned according
to your prayer.’

This day, forgive our iniquities and remember our sin no
more, as it is written in thy holy word, ‘Do not hold our
former sins in memory against us; bring thy mercies
speedily to us as before, for we are brought very low.’
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88 morning service for the day of atonement

This day, confirm the saying, ‘Iniquity shall be sought for
and there shall be none,’ as it is written by the hand of thy
prophet, ‘In those days and at that time, says the Lord, the
iniquity of Israel shall be sought for but there shall be none;
and the sins of Judah, but they shall not be found; for I will
pardon those whom I spare.’

This day, cleanse us from all our sins, as it is written in thy
Torah, ‘For on this day shall he make an atonement for you,
to purify you: you shall be clean from all your sins before
the Lord.’

This day, incline thine ear to our cry, as it is written in thy
holy word, ‘O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open
thine eyes, and behold our devastation and that of the city
which is called by thy name; for we do not present our
supplications before thee by reason of our righteousness
but for thine abundant mercy. O Lord, hear; O Lord,
forgive; O Lord, hearken and act: delay not for thine own
sake, O my God, for thy city and thy people are called by
thy name.’

Our Father our King, we have sinned before thee.
Our Father our King, we have no King but thee.
Our Father our King, consider us, for the sake of thy name.
Our Father our King, grant us a good new year.
Our Father our King, do not let the children of thy

covenant be destroyed by disease, the sword, famine,
imprisonment, destruction and plague.
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89 morning service for the day of atonement

Our Father our King, send perfect health to the sick 
of thy people.

Our Father our King, remember that we are but dust.
Our Father our King, pardon us and forgive all our iniquities.
Our Father our King, blot out our sins and remove them 

from thy sight.
Our Father our King, remember us for a happy life.
Our Father our King, remember us and think well of us 

on the Day of Memorial.
Our Father our King, make salvation blossom for us soon.
Our Father our King, may the radiance of thy people

Israel reach up to thee.
Our Father our King, cause us to return unto thy presence

in perfect repentance.
Our Father our King, hear our voice, spare us and have

compassion upon us.
Our Father our King, receive our prayers with mercy 

and willingness.
Our Father our King, let this hour be an hour of 

compassion and a season of thy good will.
Our Father our King, consider us for thy sake, if not for ours.
Our Father our King, dismiss us not empty handed from 

thy presence.

Our Father our King, be gracious unto us and answer us.
We can claim nothing by virtue of our deeds. Deal mercifully
and graciously with us, and deliver us.

_____________

Father of mercies, may it please thee to look favourably upon
Zion, for in thee alone do we trust, Almighty, high exalted
King, sovereign of the universe.
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90 morning service for the day of atonement

It came to pass, when the ark moved forward, that Moses
said: ‘Rise up, O Lord and let thine enemies be scattered,
let those who hate thee flee before thee.’ 

For from Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the
Lord from Jerusalem. 

the scrolls are taken out of the ark

The Ten Commandments

And God spoke all these words, saying:

1. I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

2. You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not
make for yourselves any graven image or any likeness of
anything that is in the heavens above, or that is on the
earth beneath or that is in the waters under the earth.
You shall not bow down to them nor serve them, for I
the Lord your God am a jealous god, punishing the
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third
and fourth generations of them that hate me and
showing mercy unto thousands of generations of those
that love me and keep my commandments.

3. You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in
vain, for the Lord will not hold guiltless anyone who
takes his name in vain.

4. Remember the sabbath day to keep it holy. Six days
you shall labour and do all your work, but the seventh
day is the sabbath of the Lord your God. On it you
shall not do any work, you, nor your son, nor your
daughter, your man-servant nor your maid-servant,
nor your cattle, nor the stranger that is within your
gates. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth
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91 morning service for the day of atonement

and the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the
seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day
and hallowed it.

5. Honour your father and your mother, that your days
may be long upon the land which the Lord your God is
giving you.

6. You shall not murder.

7. You shall not commit adultery.

8. You shall not steal.

9. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.

10. You shall not covet your neighbour’s house, you shall not
covet your neighbour’s wife, nor his man-servant, nor
his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything
that is your neighbour’s.

Blessed be he who in his holiness has given the Torah to his
people Israel.

Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One.

Our God is One: our Lord is great: holy and revered is
his name.

Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord, and let us exalt
his name together.

Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the splendour,
the glory and the majesty; for all that is in heaven and earth
is thine; thine, O Lord, is the kingdom and thou art
supreme over all.

Exalt the Lord our God, and bow down at his footstool, for
he is holy. Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at his holy
mountain, for the Lord our God is holy. 
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92 morning service for the day of atonement

There is none holy as the Lord, for there is none beside him;
neither is there any rock like our God. For who is God but the
Lord? Or who is a rock except our God? Moses commanded
us to keep the Torah as the inheritance of the congregation of
Jacob. It is a tree of life to those who grasp it; and those who
hold fast to it are happy. Its ways are ways of pleasantness, and
all its paths are peace. Great peace have those who love thy
law and for them there is no stumbling. The Lord will give
strength unto his people, the Lord will bless his people with
peace. When I call on the name of the Lord, proclaim the
greatness of our God. Let all acknowledge the power of God
and give honour to the Torah.

the scroll is  elevated

This is the Torah which Moses set before the children of
Israel. Moses commanded us to keep the Torah as an
inheritance of the congregation of Jacob. The way of God is
perfect; the word of the Lord is tested; he is a shield to all who
trust in him.

Psalm 150
O praise the Lord,

Praise God in his sanctuary;
Praise him in the firmament of his power.

Praise him for his mighty acts;
Praise him according to his abundant greatness.

Praise him with the blast of the trumpet;
Praise him with the lyre and harp.

Praise him with the timbrel and dance;
Praise him with stringed instruments and the pipe.

Praise him with the loud-sounding cymbals:
Praise him with the clanging cymbals.

Let every thing that has breath praise the Lord.
O praise the Lord.
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93 torah readings for the day of atonement

before the reading of the torah

Bless the Lord, who is ever to be blessed.

Blessed is the Lord, who is to be blessed for ever and ever.

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe,
who hast chosen us from all peoples, and hast given us thy
Torah. Blessed art thou, O Lord, giver of Torah.

Torah Readings for the Day of Atonement
Exodus 33:12‒34:9

And Moses said to the Lord, ‘See, Thou sayest unto me,
Bring up this people; and Thou hast not let me know
whom thou wilt send with me. Yet thou hast said “I know
you by name, and you have also found grace in my sight.”
Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in thy
sight, show me now thy ways that I may know thee, so that
I may find grace in thy sight; and consider that this nation
is thy people.’ And He said, ‘My presence shall go with you
and I will give you rest.’ And he said to Him, ‘If thy
presence go not with me, carry us not up hence. For
wherein now shall it be known that I have found grace in
thy sight, I and thy people? Is it not in that thou goest with
us, so that we are distinguished, I and thy people, from all
the people that are upon the face of the earth?’

And the Lord said unto Moses, ‘I will do this thing also
that you have spoken, for you have found grace in my
sight and I know you by name.’ And he said ‘Show me,
I pray thee, thy glory.’ And He said, ‘I will make all my 
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94 torah readings for the day of atonement

goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of
the Lord before you, and I will be gracious to whom I will
be gracious, and will show mercy to whom I will show
mercy.’ And He said. ‘You cannot see my face, for man shall
not see me and live.’ And the Lord said, ‘Behold, there is a
place by me, and thou shalt stand upon the rock. And it
shall come to pass, while my glory passes by, that I will put
you in a cleft of the rock, and will cover you with my hand
until I have passed by. And I will take away my hand and
you shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen.’

And the Lord said unto Moses, ‘Hew for yourself two
tablets of stone just like the first; and I will write upon the
tablets the words that were on the first tablets which you
broke. And be ready by the morning, and come up in the
morning unto Mount Sinai, and present yourself there to
me on the top of the mount. And no man shall come up
with you, neither let any man be seen throughout all the
mount; neither let the flocks nor herds feed before that
mount.’ And he hewed two tablets of stone like unto the
first; and Moses rose up early in the morning and went
up unto Mount Sinai as the Lord had commanded him,
and took in his hand two tablets of stone. And the Lord
descended in the cloud and stood with him there and
proclaimed the name of the Lord. And the Lord passed
by before him and proclaimed, ‘The Lord, the Lord
God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering and abundant
in love and truth, preserving love and kindness for
thousands of generations, forgiving iniquity and trans-
gression and sin; and that will by no means clear the
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95 torah readings for the day of atonement

guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children,
and upon the children’s children unto the third and unto
the fourth generation.’ And Moses made haste and bowed
his head toward the earth and worshipped. And he said, ‘If
now I have found grace in they sight, O Lord, let the Lord,
I pray thee, go in the midst of us, for it is a stiff-necked
people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin and take us for
thine inheritance.’ 

Leviticus 19:1–18

And the Lord spoke to Moses saying, ‘Speak unto all the
congregation of the children of Israel and say unto them,
“You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy. You
shall fear every man his mother and his father, and you
shall keep my sabbaths: I am the Lord your God.

Turn not unto the idols, nor make yourselves molten gods:
I am the Lord your God.

And when you offer a sacrifice of peace-offerings to the
Lord, you shall offer it so that you may be accepted. It shall
be eaten the same day you offer it and on the morrow; and
if aught remain until the third day, it shall be burnt with
fire. And if it be eaten at all on the third day, it is a vile
thing; it shall not be accepted. But every one that eats of it
shall bear his iniquity, because he has profaned the holy
thing of the Lord; and that soul shall be cut off from his
people.

And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not
wholly reap the corner of your field, neither shall you
gather the gleaning of your harvest. And you shall not
glean your vineyard, neither shall you gather the fallen fruit
of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and for
the stranger: I am the Lord your God. 
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96 torah readings for the day of atonement

You shall not steal, neither shall you deal falsely, nor lie to
one another. And you shall not swear by my name falsely,
so that you profane the name of your God: I am the Lord.
You shall not oppress your neighbour, nor rob him; the
wages of a hired servant shall not abide with you all night
until the morning. You shall not curse the deaf, nor put a
stumbling-block before the blind, but you shall fear your
God: I am the Lord. You shall do no unrighteousness in
judgment: you shall not respect the person of the poor, nor
favour the person of the mighty, but in righteousness shall
you judge your neighbour.

You shall not go up and down as a talebearer among your
people, neither shall you stand idly by the blood of your
neighbour: I am the Lord. You shall not hate your brother
in your heart; you shall surely rebuke your neighbour and
shall not bear sin because of him. You shall not take
vengeance nor bear any grudge against the children of your
people, but you shall love your neighbour as yourself:
I am the Lord.”

after the reading of the torah

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe,
who hast given us the law of truth and planted eternal life
within us. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who hast given the
Torah.

before the reading of the haftarah 

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe,
who hast chosen good prophets, and hast found pleasure in
their words which were spoken in truth.
Blessed art thou, O Lord, who hast chosen us from all
people, and hast given us the law, and Moses thy servant,
and Israel thy people, and prophets of truth and
righteousness.

WSYK03DAYAtone2019prf4_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:34  Page 116



running head 97

WSYK03DAYAtone2019prf4_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:34  Page 119



97 haftarah reading for the day of atonement

Haftarah Reading
Isaiah 57: 14–58: 14

And he will say, ‘Cast ye up, cast ye up, clear the way,
Take up the stumbling block out of the way of my people.’
For thus says the high and lofty one that inhabits eternity, whose

name is holy,
‘I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite

and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the  humble, and to
revive the heart of the contrite ones.           

For I will not contend for ever, neither will I always be angry.
For the spirit would fail before me, and the souls which I have made.
For the iniquity of his unjust gain was I enraged and smote him.

I hid myself and was full of wrath; and he went on rebelliously
in the way of his heart.

I have seen his ways and will heal him; I will lead him also,  and
will requite with comforts both him and his mourners.’

‘Peace, peace, to him that is far off and to him that is near,’ says the
Lord who creates the fruit of the lips; ‘and I will heal him. 

But the wicked are like the troubled sea, for it cannot rest, and its
waters churn up mire and dirt.

There is no peace,’ says my God, ‘for the wicked’.
Cry aloud, spare not, lift up your voice like a shofar, and declare

unto my people their transgression and to the house of  Jacob
their sins.

Yet they seek me daily and delight to know my ways; as a nation that
practised justice and did not forsake their God. They ask of me
righteous judgments;  they delight to draw near unto God.

‘Wherefore have we fasted and thou seest not? Wherefore have
we afflicted our soul and thou dost not acknowledge it?’

Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure and exact
all your labours. 
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98 haftarah reading for the day of atonement

Behold, you fast for strife and contention, and to smite with the fist
of wickedness;

You shall not fast as you are doing this day to make your voice be
heard on high.

Is such the fast that I have chosen, the day for a man to afflict his
soul? Is it to bow down his head as a bulrush and to spread
sackcloth and ashes under him? Will you call this a fast and an
acceptable day to the Lord?

Is not this the fast that I have chosen? To loose the fetters of
wickedness, to undo the bands of the yoke, to let the oppressed
go free, and that you break every yoke?

Is it not to deal your bread to the hungry, and that you bring the
poor that are cast out to your house? When you see the naked
that you cover them, and that you hide not yourself from your
own flesh?

Then shall your light break forth as the morning and your healing
shall spring forth speedily; and your righteousness shall go
before you, the glory of the Lord shall guard your rear.

Then shall you call and the Lord will answer; you shall cry and he
will say, ‘Here am I.’

If you take away from the midst of you the yoke of oppression,
pointing the finger in contempt and speaking evil, and if  you
draw out your soul to the hungry and satisfy the  afflicted soul,

Then shall your light rise in darkness and your gloom be as the
noonday; and the Lord will guide you continually and satisfy
your soul in drought and make strong your bones,

And you shall be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water
whose water fails not. 

And they that shall be of you shall build the old waste place; you
shall raise up the foundations of many generations, and you shall
be called the Repairer of the Breach, the Restorer of paths to
dwell in.

If you turn away your foot because of the sabbath from pursuing
your business on my holy day, and call the sabbath a delight 
and the holy of the Lord honourable and  shall honour it, 
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99 haftarah reading for the day of atonement

not going your own way nor pursuing your business, nor
speaking thereof,

Then shall you delight yourself in the Lord and I will make you ride
upon the high places of the earth, and I will feed you with the
heritage of Jacob your father, for the mouth of the Lord has
spoken it.

after the reading of the haftarah 

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe,
rock of all worlds, righteous throughout all generations,
faithful God, who sayest and doest, who speakest and
fulfillest, all whose words are truth and righteousness.
Faithful art thou,  O Lord our God, and faithful are thy
words, and not one of thy words will return void, for thou
art a faithful and merciful God and King. 

Blessed art thou, O Lord God, who art faithful in all thy
words.

For the law, for the divine service, for the prophets, and for
this [on sabbath: sabbath day and] Day of Atonement,
which thou, O Lord our God, hast given us [on sabbath: for
holiness and for rest] for honour and for glory. For all these
we thank and bless thee, O Lord our God, blessed be thy
name by the mouth of every living being continually and
for ever.

Blessed art thou, O Lord, O King, who dost pardon and
forgive our iniquities and the iniquities of thy people the
house of Israel, and dost remove our trespasses from year to
year. Thou art king of the whole earth, who sanctifiest [on
sabbath: the sabbath,] Israel and the Day of Atonement.

_____________
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100 morning service for the day of atonement

Almighty God, we pray to thee for:

Our Sovereign Lady Queen Elizabeth,
Philip Duke of Edinburgh,

Charles Prince of  Wales, and all the Royal Family.

We beseech thee to bless and keep them. Grant the
Queen and her counsellors wisdom to govern the country
in accordance with thy will, so that it may help to set
righteousness and justice over the earth. Strengthen our
love for our country, our desire to serve it, our power of
self-sacrifice in the things that make for its welfare. Cause
us to see ever more clearly that its high place among the
nations is in the keeping of all its citizens. Hasten the
time when thy rule will be accepted by all mankind and
when the reign of peace and love will be established on
earth. Amen.

Merciful Father, whose all-embracing love is our refuge
and hope, sustain in tenderness the sorrowing hearts
among us. Comfort them in the hope of union with their
dear ones in eternal blessedness. Grant them faith and
courage and acceptance of thy will. Amen.

O God, may it please thee to send healing to those who are
in pain or anxiety. Be thou their refuge through their time
of trial. Make them secure in the knowledge that they will
never be forgotten by thee, for thou art the shield of all
who trust in thee. Amen.
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101 morning service for the day of atonement

Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of the mighty, 
Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength;

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due to his name; 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 
The God of glory thunders; 

The Lord is upon many waters. 
The voice of the Lord is powerful; 

May he who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Leah and Rachel, bless this holy
congregation, together with all holy congregations, here
and at home and throughout the world. May God in his
mercy uphold and shield you, and plant among you love
and brotherhood, peace and friendship. May he grant
life and health, peace and happiness, in all your dwelling
places. May such be the divine will. Amen.

Our God and God of our ancestors, we ask thy blessing
upon the people and the land of Israel. May the vision of
justice and love come to be realised upon that ancient
soil. May thy word go out from Jerusalem, and may it
ever be a city of peace. Amen.

_____________

the scrolls begin their return to the ark

The Lord shall reign for ever; even thy God,
O Zion, unto all generations. Hallelujah!

Psalm 29
A psalm of David
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102 morning service for the day of atonement

Return, O Lord, unto thy habitation, and dwell in the place
which delights thee; for every mouth and every tongue shall
ascribe splendour and glory to thy kingdom. Turn us back unto
thee, O Lord, and we shall return: renew our days as of old.

the ark is closed

_____________ 

Address
_____________ 

The voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; 

The Lord shatters the cedars of Lebanon.
He also makes them skip like a calf: 

Lebanon and Sirion, like a young wild-ox. 
The voice of the Lord splits the lightning flashes: 
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 

The Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
The voice of the Lord makes the hinds calve, 

And strips the forest bare; 
And in his temple every thing declares his glory. 

The Lord sat enthroned at the flood; 
The Lord sits enthroned as King for ever. 

The Lord will give strength to his people;
The Lord will bless his people with peace.
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Additional Service for the Day of Atonement

We come to supplicate thee from whom lovingkindness
and truth proceed. O put us not to shame, nor dismiss us
empty from thy presence. Pardon us and send us salvation
and mercy from thy dwelling place.

We come to implore forgiveness from thee, O God of
might and awe. Thou art our refuge in time of trouble.
Grant us life and be compassionate unto us when we call
upon thy name. Pardon us and send us forgiveness and
mercy from thy dwelling place.

the ark is opened

We declare how profound is the holiness of this day
For it arouses in us the deepest awe.

On this day is thy kingdom exalted
Lovingkindness is the foundation of thy throne

Thou sittest on it in truth.

In truth thou dost judge and test, probe and bear witness
Thou dost record and seal, count and measure.

Thou shalt remember all that has been forgotten.
Thou dost open the Book of Memory

And it speaks for itself
For everyone’s hand has set their seal to it.

The great shofar sounds; a still small voice is heard. 
The angels are dismayed.

Possessed by fear and trembling they announce 
‘Behold the Day of Judgment!’

For judgment is visited upon the heavenly host 
For even they feel uncertain in thy presence

And all who enter the world pass before thee 
like a flock of sheep. 
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104 additional service for the day of atonement

As a shepherd gathers his flock and makes them pass
beneath his staff,

So does every living being pass before thee,
And thou dost record and count and consider them
Appointing the measure of every creature’s life and

decreeing its destiny.

On Rosh Hashanah it is inscribed
On Yom Kippur it is sealed

How many shall pass away and how many shall be born,
Who shall live and who shall die,
Who shall complete the normal span and who not,
Who shall perish by fire and who by water,
Who by violence of man or beast,
Who by hunger and who by thirst,
Who by earthquake, plague or execution,
Who shall have rest and who shall wander,
Who secure and who tormented,
Who at ease and who afflicted,
Who shall become poor or rich, find failure or find fame.

Yet repentance, prayer and good deeds can transform the
harshness in our destiny.

I entreat the Almighty, I crave his presence. I shall request
from him the words for my tongue to use to sing his praise
in the midst of the congregation. I shall joyfully sing of his
wonderful deeds. ‘The thoughts of the heart are from man,
but utterance of the tongue is from God.’
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לום הכפוריםמוסף       

עמידה    

׃  ָךֽ ְּתִהָּלת   יִַּגיד ּוִפי . ִּתְפָּתח ְׂשָפַתי נָיֲאדֺ  
  ביום חול

ה   ַאָּתה  ָּברּוְך  י    ינּוֽ ֱאֹלה     ְיהו ָ אֹלה  ת   ו  י  .    ינּוֽ ֲאבו  ֱאֹלה   
י  יִיְצָחק .  ַאְבָרָהם . ֱאֹלה  אֹלה  י  ו  ב . ֱאֹלה  יֲַעק   

ל  ל . ָהא  י ָרח  אֹלה  י ל ָאה . ו  י ִרְבָקה . ֱאֹלה  ָׂשָרה . ֱאֹלה 
ל  ר   ַהָּגדו  ל  .  ְוַהּנֹוָרא   ַהִּגּבו  ן     א  ְליו  ל  .  ע  מ  ֲחָסִדים  ּגו   
ִבים נ ה     טו  ל   קו  כ ר  .   ַהּכ  י   ְוזו  ת   ַחְסּד  ִביא   .    ָאבו  ּומ   

ל  ם  ִלְבנ י   גֹוא  ַען  ְבנ יה  ְּבַאֲהָבה ׃ ְׁשמו   ְלַמַֽ  
  בשבת

ינּו    ההוָֺיְ   ַאָּתה   ָּברּוְך  י   ֱאֹלה ַֽ אֹלה  ינּו  ו  ת ַֽ י .    ֲאבו  ֱאֹלה   
י ִיְצָחק.  ַאְבָרָהם ב.  ֱאֹלה  י יֲַעק  אֹלה  י ָׂשָרה.  ו  . ֱאֹלה   

י י ל ָאה.    ִרְבָקה ֱאֹלה  י.     ֱאֹלה  אֹלה  ל ו  ל .  ָרח  ל ַהָּגדו  ָהא   
ן   .   ְוַהּנֹוָרא  ַהִּגּבו ר ְליו  ל ע  נ ה    .    א  ִיםֽ ָׁשמַ   ִבַרֲחָמיו קו   

ץֽ ָואָ  ִתים  ְמַחי ה  .  ִּבְדָברו    ָאבו ת  ָמג ן  ׃ ר  . ְבַמֲאָמרו   מ   
ל ׃ הָקדוֺׁש ָהא   

י   ינּוֽ ֱאֹלה   אֹלה  ה  .     נּו ֽ ֲאבוֺת       ו  . נּו ֽ ִבְמנּוָחת      נָא ־ ְרצ   
יָך  נּוֽ ַקְּדׁש   ת ַֽ ְלק    ִׂשים  .    ְּבִמְצו  .  ָךֽ ְּבתוָֺרת    נּוֽ ח   

רֽ ִּביׁשּוָעת   נּוֽ נְַפׁש   ָך . ַׂשַמחֽ ִמּטּוב   נּוֽ ַׂשְּבע    ָך . ְוַטה 
ת    ְלָעְָ֯בְּדָך   נּוֽ ִלּב   ֱאמ  ינּוֽ ֱאֹלה     ההוָֺיְ   נּוֽ ְוַהְנִחיל  .       ּב   

ּוחּו  .       ָךֽ ָקְָ֯דׁש      תַׁשּבַ    ּוְבָרצוֺן   ְּבַאֲהָבה ָבּה     ְויָנַֽ  
ל ־ ָּכָ֯ל י  ִיׂשָרא  היְ  ַאָּתה ָּברּוְך  ׃   ָךֽ ׁשמ      ְמַקְּדׁש  .  הו ָ  

ׁש ׃ ַהַשָּבת ְמַקּד   
___________ 

ל  ַלַחִיים .  נּוֽ ז ְָ֯כר   ץ  ל ְךֽ מ   א  ַען  .  ַּבַחִיים  ָחפ             ְלַמַֽ
ּוָמג ן ׃  יעַ ֽ ּומֹוׁשִ   עֹוז ר  ל ְךֽ מ    .  ַחִיים  ֱאֹלִהים  יָךֽ ַרֲחמ    

ה  ַאָּתה  ָּברּוְך    ד  ָׂשָרה ׃ּוּפ  ַאְבָרָהם  ָמג ן  .  ְיהו ָ ק  ו   
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106 additional service for the day of atonement

Thou, O Lord, art mighty for ever; thou revivest the
dead, and art mighty to save. Thou sustainest the living
in lovingkindness, revivest the dead with great mercy,
upholdest the fallen, and healest the sick; thou loosest
those who are in bonds, and keepest thy faith with those
who sleep in the dust. Who is like unto thee, O Lord of
mighty deeds, or who can be compared unto thee, O
King, who ordainest both life and death, and causest
salvation to spring forth? Thou art faithful to revive the
dead. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who revivest the dead.
Amen.

And thou art holy, thou who dwellest amidst the praises
of Israel.

Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth
is full of his glory.

Thou hast chosen us from all people; thou hast loved us
and been pleased with us; thou hast exalted us in
holiness among all nations. Thou hast sanctified us by
thy commandments, and brought us near unto thy
service, O our King; thou hast called us by thy great and
holy name. And in love thou hast given us, O Lord, our
God, [on sabbath: this day of rest, and] this Day of
Atonement, even this day of holy convocation, for
forgiveness and atonement, and to pardon thereon all
our iniquities. 
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107 additional service for the day of atonement

May it be thy will, O Lord our God and God of our ancestors,
most merciful King, to renew thine abundant mercy unto us. O
our Father and our King, hasten to show us the glory of thy
kingdom. Shine forth and be exalted over us in the sight of all
the living. 

Our God and God of our ancestors, be with our lips and with
the lips of the ministers of thy people, the house of Israel, who
this day stand before thee to implore mercy and grace for thy
people Israel. Teach them what to say, that they may not falter
with their tongue nor utter any word that is not in accordance
with thy will. For we know, O Lord our God, that they find
favour to whom thou art gracious, and they win mercy to whom
thou art compassionate, as it is written in the Torah of thy
servant Moses, ‘And He said, I will cause all my goodness to
pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the Lord
before thee, and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious,
and I will show mercy to whom I will show mercy.’

O Lord, you established the universe at the beginning. 
You laid the foundation of the world, made all things and
formed all creatures in it. 

When you saw the world without form and void, and with
darkness upon the face of the deep, you drove away darkness
and established light. 

Out of the earth you formed man in your own image, and
instructed him concerning the tree of knowledge. 

He disregarded your word and was driven out of Eden, but you
did not destroy him, for he was the creature of your hand. 

You multiplied and blessed his offspring, increased them by
your goodness and caused them to dwell in safety. 

But they threw off the yoke and said unto God, ‘Depart from
us’. Then you withdrew your hand, and in a moment 
they withered like grass. 
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108 additional service for the day of atonement

You remembered your covenant with him that was ‘perfect in
his generation’, and because of his merit you left a remnant
of your creatures. 

On his account you established the covenant of the rainbow;
accepted his sacrifice and blessed his children. 

But their heart was lifted up and they said, ‘Come let us build
a city and a tower, the top of which shall reach to the
heavens.’ 

The ‘father of the multitude’, standing alone in his faithfulness,
shone forth suddenly like a star from Ur of the Chaldees,
to give light in darkness. 

You were pleased with him when you beheld his works and
you searched his heart in his old age. Unto him you granted
a son full of grace and goodness, innocent as a lamb, and
chosen for the sacrifice; and from this stem came forth
the ‘upright man’. 

Unto him you gave twelve sons, the progenitors of the tribes,
who were called from their birth the beloved of the
Most High. 

You distinguished Levi with favour and mercy, and crowned
him amongst his brethren. 

Amram was chosen out of the seed of Levi, and you sanctified
Aaron among his offspring as holy unto the Lord. 

You arrayed him in holy garments and accepted the sacrifices
with which he made atonement for the people. 

He came before you adorned with the frontlet, the robe, the
breastplate, the ephod, the linen vestments, the mitre
and the girdle. 

He presented offerings of bulls and burnt-offerings of sheep,
sacrificial goats and rams, and the sweet perfume of incense. 

He took the burning coals, he sprinkled the blood, he carried
the incense, he pronounced the devout prayer, and by virtue
of his sacred office he made atonement for our sins.
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109 additional service for the day of atonement

Through the iniquities of our ancestors, Mount Zion is desolate
and we have neither sanctuary nor priest to make atonement for
our community. We therefore offer our supplications instead of
sacrifices, and we render as bullocks the offering of our lips. Our
ancient home is laid waste and the house of our glory is desolate;
the burning of incense has ceased; we no longer have an altar;
there is nothing left to us but prayer. 

O our Rock and our help, accept the commemoration of the
service – the prayer, the confession, and the adoration – which
was performed by the High Priest. Pardon and forgive our
iniquities. _____________

Thus came the High Priest to the Sanctuary, with the bull of the
sin offering, which was for himself, to make atonement for
himself and for his household. And he laid his hands on the
head of the bull and, invoking the sacred Name, he made
confession:

‘O God, I have sinned, I have done iniquitously, I have
transgressed against thee, I and my household. I beseech thee
by thy Name, to pardon the sins, the iniquities and the trans-
gressions which I and my household have committed against
thee. As it is written in the Torah of Moses thy servant, which
thou in thy glory hast revealed, ‘For on this day he shall make
an atonement for you to cleanse you from all your sins before
the Lord.’

And when the priests and the people who stood in the court of
the temple heard the majestic and revered Name pronounced by
the High Priest with sanctity and reverence, they bent the knee
and prostrated themselves crying ‘Blessed be the name of his
glorious kingdom for ever and ever.’
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110 additional service for the day of atonement

And he took the two goats and set them before the Lord, and
he put lots upon them, one lot for the Lord and one lot for
the scapegoat. And he drew near unto the bull of his own sin-
offering to make atonement for himself, for his household
and for his brethren the priests; invoking the sacred Name,
he made confession:

‘O God, I have sinned, I have done iniquitously, I have
transgressed against thee, I and my household. I beseech thee
by thy Name, to pardon the sins, the iniquities and the
transgressions which have been committed by me and by my
household and by the sons of Aaron, thy holy people. As it is
written in the Torah of Moses thy servant, which thou in
thy glory hast revealed, ‘For on this day he shall make an
atonement for you to cleanse you from all your sins before the
Lord.’

And when the priests and the people who stood in the court
of the temple heard the majestic and revered Name
pronounced by the High Priest with sanctity and reverence,
they bent the knee and prostrated themselves crying ‘Blessed
be the name of his glorious kingdom for ever and ever.’

And he slew the bull of the sin-offering which was for
himself, and he received its blood; and he took a censer full of
burning coals from off the altar before the Lord and, his
hands full of incense of spices beaten small, he brought them
within the veil and he put the incense upon the fire before the
Lord. And he took of the blood of the bull and sprinkled it
with his finger seven times upon and before the mercy seat.
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111 additional service for the day of atonement

And he slew the goat upon which the lot fell for the Lord and
he did with its blood as he had done with the blood of the
bull. And he went forth to the altar which was before the
Lord and he took of the blood of the bull and of the blood of
the goat, and he put it on the horns of the altar round about,
and sprinkled upon it seven times. And he drew near to the
live goat and placed his two hands upon its head and,
invoking the sacred Name, confessed all the iniquities and
transgressions of the children of Israel:

‘O God, thy people, the house of Israel, have sinned, have
done iniquitously, have transgressed against thee. I beseech
thee by thy Name, to pardon the sins, the iniquities and the
transgressions which thy people the house of Israel have
committed against thee. As it is written in the Torah of
Moses thy servant, which thou in thy glory hast revealed, ‘For
on this day he shall make an atonement for you to cleanse you
from all your sins before the Lord.’

And when the priests and the people who stood in the
court of the temple heard the majestic and revered Name
pronounced by the High Priest with sanctity and reverence,
they bent the knee and prostrated themselves crying ‘Blessed
be the name of his glorious kingdom for ever and ever.’

And he sent the goat by an appointed man into the
wilderness. And he went forth and offered his burnt-offering
and the burnt-offering of the people, and he made atonement
for himself and for the people.

Such was the service of the Day of Atonement and in this
manner the High Priest made an atonement for the priests
and for all the people of the congregation.

_____________
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112 additional service for the day of atonement

All these rites were performed while the temple with the
Holy of Holies still stood. The High Priest stood forth and
ministered, and his generation beheld and rejoiced. But now,
O Lord our God, the sanctuary is laid waste and the service has
ceased. That which was once the delight of every eye has come
to nought. Through the iniquities of our fathers the holy house
has been destroyed and through our sins the period of its
desolation has been prolonged. May the remembrance of the
ancient observances aid us in obtaining pardon, and may the
affliction of our souls help to atone for us. In the abundance of
thy mercy thou hast ordained this Day of Atonement for the
remission of sin and the forgiveness of transgression, as it is
written in the Torah of Moses thy servant, which thou in thy
glory hast revealed, ‘For on this day he shall make an atonement
to purify you: you shall be clean from all your sins before the
Lord.’ And it is said, ‘Take with you words and return unto the
Lord; say unto him, ‘Take away all iniquity and receive us
graciously; so will we render as bullocks the offering of our lips.’

Our God and God of our ancestors:
We have wandered away from you; we have erred from your

precepts; we have strayed from the house of our life; 
we have destroyed the ancient paths; 

We have followed the wrong direction; we have trespassed
against your holy name; we have forsaken your law and
departed from the words of your mouth; 

We have been contemptuous with our deeds; we have been
perverse and have rebelled against you; we have not heeded
the words of your prophets; 

We have provoked you and we have not sought you; we have
forgotten the fear of God in our hearts; 
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113 additional service for the day of atonement

With our deeds we have defiled your purity; we have sinned
against you, O Lord our God;

We have angered you with the multitude of our iniquities; we
have hardened our hearts and have become stiff-necked; 

We have cast your word behind us and have not declared your
greatness; 

Your house has become a ruin because of our iniquities; your
cherished abode has been destroyed through our sins.

What dare we say before the one who speaks directly? And what
dare we answer him from whom all utterance proceeds? And
how can we be justified before him who is clothed with justice?
He has done us good and we have returned evil. What merit is
left to us by which we can now appeal to the supreme king?

We beseech you, O Lord, to permit our prayers to ascend this
day before you like the sweet savour of sacrifices. 

Let the light of your countenance shine upon us and forget us
not for ever! 

Be mindful of the merits of our pious ancestors and remember
not the sins of our youth; remove from us all impurity and
forget not the loving nature of your soul. 

Remember the early days of our love, when we went after you
in the wilderness; draw us to hasten after you.

Be our guide and lead us to your hallowed precincts.
Sustain and support us so that we may live at the time when
you will cause your voice to be heard, and will make clear to
all nations that there is no God but you; when you will bring
us to your holy mountain and make us joyful in the temple
of your glory.
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114 additional service for the day of atonement

Seek the Lord while he can be found, call to him while
he is near. Let the wicked give up his thoughts, the sinful
man his plans; let him turn back to the Lord and he will
pardon him; to our God, for he forgives abundantly. For
my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, declares the Lord. But as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

For as the rain comes down and the snow from heaven
and returns not, but waters the earth and makes it
bring forth growth, yielding seed for sowing and bread
for eating, so is the word that issues from my mouth:
it does not come back to me unfulfilled but performs
what I purpose, achieving what I sent it to do. For you
leave  in joy and are led home in peace. Before you, the
mountains and hills shall burst forth with joy, and all
the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the
brier, a cypress shall grow and instead of the thorn tree,
a myrtle. These shall stand as a testimony to the Lord,
as an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

Thus says the Lord, ‘Observe what is right and do what
is just; for soon my salvation shall come, and my
deliverance be revealed.’ Happy is the one who does this,
the one who holds fast to it; who keeps the sabbath and
does not profane it, and stays his hand from doing evil. 

Let not the foreigner who has attached himself to the
Lord say ‘The Lord will keep me apart from his people,’
and let not the eunuch say, ‘I am a withered tree.’ For
thus says the Lord, ‘As for the eunuchs who keep my
sabbaths, who choose what pleases me and hold fast to
my covenant: I will give them a monument in my house
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115 additional service for the day of atonement

and within my walls and a name better than sons or
daughters. I will give them an everlasting name which shall
not perish. As for the foreigners who attach themselves to
the Lord, to minister to him and to love the name of the
Lord, to be his servants, all who keep the sabbath and do
not profane it and who hold fast to my covenant: I will
bring them to my sacred mount and let them rejoice in my
house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices shall
be welcome on my altar; for my house shall be called a
house of prayer for all peoples.’ Thus declares the Lord
God, who gathers the scattered of Israel, ‘I will gather even
more to those who are already gathered.’ 

Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God, for you have fallen
because of your sin. Take words with you and return to
the Lord. Say to him, ‘Forgive all guilt and accept what is
good; instead of bulls we will pay the offerings of our lips.
Assyria shall not save us; no more will we ride on steeds;
nor ever again will we call our handiwork our god, since in
you alone orphans find pity.’ I will heal their affliction,
generously will I take them back in love; for my anger has
turned away from them. I will be to Israel like the dew; he
shall blossom like the lily; he shall strike root like a tree of
Lebanon; his boughs shall spread out far; his beauty shall
be like the olive tree’s, his fragrance like that of Lebanon.
They who sit in his shade shall be revived: they shall bring
to life new grain, they shall blossom as the vine; their scent
shall be like the wine of Lebanon. Ephraim shall say,
‘What more have I to do with idols? When I respond
and look to him, I become like a verdant cypress.’ Your
fruit is provided by me. Whoever is wise will consider
these words, whoever is prudent will take note of them. For 
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116 additional service for the day of atonement

the paths of the Lord are smooth; the righteous can
walk on them, while sinners stumble on them. 

_____________

Forgive us, O our Father, for we have erred through
the greatness of our folly. Pardon us, our King, for our
iniquities are great.

Give ear, O Lord, to our prayer; hearken to the voice of
our supplication. Hearken to the voice of our cry, O our
King and our God, for unto thee we pray.

Hear, O just Lord, our fervent prayer; hearken unto our
cry, give ear unto our supplications that come from our
lips without guile.

O Lord God of heaven, great and revered God, let thine
ear now be attentive and thine eyes open to hear the
prayer of thy servant and thy people Israel. As parents
have compassion for their children, so have compassion
for us, O Lord. To the Lord belongs salvation; may
thy blessing be upon thy people. The Lord of hosts is
with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. O Lord of
hosts, happy are they who trust in thee. Save us,
O Lord; answer us, O King, in the day when we call. 

Pardon, we beseech thee, the iniquity of this people
according to the greatness of thy mercy, and as thou hast
forgiven this people from Egypt until now. And the
Lord said, ‘I have pardoned according to your prayer’.
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117 additional service for the day of atonement

Our God and God of our ancestors, verily we are sinners
and trespassers. How shall our grievous iniquities be
atoned for? Since we have been deprived of our glorious
temple, we have neither sin-offerings nor burnt-
offerings. While the holy temple still stood, the sinner
who brought a sin-offering obtained forgiveness for his
sin, and if he were unable to bring much, his offering
might be small, for there is no restraint to the Lord to
save by great or by little. O thou who hast ever been
called the supporter of the lowly, look upon our humble
state and hide not thyself from us in our distress. Deliver
our soul, which is bowed down within us. O Lord, raise
us and lift us up from the dust. May we, through the
attribute of thine abundant mercy, find on this day our
help, our justification and our pardon. Let the utterance
of our lips be accepted by thee as an oblation, and do not,
we beseech thee, dismiss us empty from thy presence.

And now, O Lord our God, in thine abundant mercy
we trust, upon thy lovingkindness we rely, and for thy
forgiveness we hope. For thou, O Lord, art a merciful
and gracious God, long-suffering, great in mercy and
abundant in beneficence. Thou rulest the whole universe
with thine attributes of lovingkindness and mercy, as it is
written in the law of thy servant Moses, ‘And he said: I
will cause all my goodness to pass before thee, and I will
proclaim the name of the Lord before thee, and I will be
gracious unto whom I will be gracious, and I will have
compassion upon whom I will have compassion.’
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118 additional service for the day of atonement

O God, thou art long-suffering; thou art proclaimed the
merciful one, and thou hast taught us the way of repentance.
Remember the greatness of thy mercy and lovingkindness to the
offspring of thy beloved servants this day and every day. Turn to
us in mercy, for thou art merciful. Withdraw thy fierce anger, as
it is written in thy Torah, so that we be lodged and sheltered in
the shadow of thy wings as on the day when thou, O Lord, didst
descend in a cloud. Pass over our transgression and blot out
our trespass, as on the day when thou didst appear to Moses.
Hearken unto our prayer and take account of what we say, as on
the day when he called upon thy name as Lord: ‘And the Lord
passed before him and proclaimed:

The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-
suffering and abundant in love and truth, preserving love
and kindness for thousands of generations, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, cleansing those who
repent.’

Enter not into judgment with us, for no one living is justified
before thee. Righteousness and justice are the foundation of thy
throne; mercy and truth go before thee. Our judgment comes
forth from thee; thou seest with unerring eyes. He judges the
world in righteousness, he dispenses justice to the people in
uprightness. Thy mercies are abundant, O Lord; quicken us
according to thy judgments. Be thou exalted, O judge of the
earth; render a reward to the proud. For the Lord is our judge,
the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is our King. He will save us.
Far be it from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous
with the wicked, and that the righteous should be as the wicked;
far be that from thee. Shall the judge of all the earth not do
justice?
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119 additional service for the day of atonement

What is man that he should be regarded as pure, and he
who is born of woman that he should be justified?
Behold, God puts no trust in his servants. He charges his
angels with error. For he knows our frame; he remembers
that we are but dust. Man that is born of woman is of few
days and full of trouble. Man is as a breath, his days are
like a passing shadow. As far as the east is from the
west, so far wilt thou remove our transgressions from
us. As a parent has compassion upon his children, so wilt
thou have compassion upon us, O Lord.

Our God and God of our ancestors:

How can man, whose daily expectation is death, deserve
honour? What dare a mortal say, who must be borne to
the grave? His body is laid in the pit, in the place of gloom
and darkness; his form passes as a breath and he is like the
beast that perishes. Are not his days few and evil, and all
his works fraught with iniquity and transgression? Yet
when he reflects, and repents in his heart, his supplication
will be heard and he will be healed. If he acts worthily and
uprightly, he will obtain for himself a shelter and a refuge.
His life is accounted as naught and his end is to return to
the dust. It were better that he had not been created than
to have been created for the day of trouble and wrath. His
days are consumed in misery and affliction and he must
render hereafter an account of his actions. Like a slave, he
longs for rest, and he cannot escape from the power of the
grave. Why did he come into the world if he be reserved
for strife and turmoil? What can the abundance of wealth
profit him if it make him heedless of the day of wrath?
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120 additional service for the day of atonement

Naked came he forth from the womb of his mother and
naked will he return to his eternal home. For he takes
nothing with him at his death; his glory does not go down
after him. Let the living take this to heart and prepare his
soul before his appointed time comes. Let prayer and
righteousness go before him and he will leave a blessing
after him.

As long as the soul is within its earthly frame the Lord
awaits repentance, so that He may sustain the life and bless
the end of man.

How can man be justified before his creator to whom all
hidden things are manifest? He is forgiven and healed if
he repent before his light goes out. Surely darkness veils
none from God. If man hide his face, God still sees him.
The faithlessness and wickedness of man testify against
him. It is therefore well for him if in this life he
acknowledge his maker. Behold, the heavens are not pure
in the eyes of the Lord. How much less, then, a creature
defiled by transgression and iniquity. Why should not
wilful man turn this over in his mind? Does not his final
doom look him in the face? His gold, his treasures, can
neither profit nor ransom him in the day of wrath.
If during his pilgrimage he pursue mercy and rectitude,
they will go before him, and the glory of his creator
will gather him in. It is well for man to bear the yoke of the
law and to fulfil its precepts in love, reverence and purity.
During the days of his life it will lead him in the straight
path and when he descends to the grave it shall sustain
his soul. 
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121 additional service for the day of atonement

As long as the soul is within its earthly frame the Lord
awaits repentance, so that he may sustain the life and
bless the end of man.

Unto thee, O Lord, we lift up our soul. We lift up our
hearts and our hands to God who is in heaven. We lift
up our eyes unto the mountains whence cometh our
help. Who can tell but that God may turn and relent,
and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not?

Our God and God of our ancestors:

I am a supplicant on behalf of the house of Israel:
I seek God and lay my petition before him.

My heart is torn by many sorrows; how then shall
I devoutly turn to God, the rock of my salvation.

The Lord God, my strength, wrought marvellous deeds;
he made me a sanctuary wherein I laboured and
found my desire.

He fulfilled his word. God was a consuming fire,
for I offered my sacrifices and He took my gift.

He found delight in my worship, ordered in splendour,
and with the confession in which I invoked his
sacred name.

Earnest, pure-minded worshippers made their
atonement on this day with the blood of bulls and
he-goats in ‘the great city of the people.’

When the cloud of incense veiled the mercy seat
I was made glorious; I was uplifted and I soared.

Thus it was in days of old. But now I live in fear,
I am become a prey to scorn and derision because
I have made my actions vile.
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122 additional service for the day of atonement

Mine eyes have strayed afar, I have dulled mine ears.
Verily the Lord is just, for I have rebelled against
his commands.

I loved to be perverse, I hated righteousness, I corrupted
my ways: what I did was evil.

O God on high, pardon, I entreat thee, mine iniquities.
See my soul’s affliction, and behold, I grow old.

Make manifest thy marvellous power, O God of Hosts.
Answer me with thy wondrous grace and be not
silent to my tears.

Regard my grief but not my iniquities.
Uphold, O my God, the cause of thy frail child
and let me not see my woe.

O my redeemer, behold my anguish and hear the voice
of my weeping. Be mindful of my contrition,
but heed not my sin.

Hearken to my petition and give me back my peace.
What profit is there in my blood if I go down to
corruption? 

I will declare thy praise; do thou pardon my sin; let not
my prayer be in vain, and ‘raise my fallen sheaf.’

Thy son is sold: redeem him! Bless his substance.
When wilt thou say unto him, ‘I acknowledge you
my son, I acknowledge you’?

‘I see you heavy-laden, racked with trouble.
I have heard your wailing. 
I will redeem you, save you.’

Look upon my humble state, have mercy upon 
my congregation, and turn not away thine ear from
my cry and my plaint.
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123 additional service for the day of atonement

The people of Israel, thy servants, are assembled before thee,
yearning for thy pardon and longing for thy help. 
Deign to regard their petition as the additional sacrifices, 
O God, keeper of mercy for thousands. 

The people of Israel, thy servants, humbly bow and submit
themselves before thee who art glorious in power. 
Deign to regard their petition as the sweet-savoured
sacrifices, O God, keeper of mercy   for thousands. 

The people of Israel, thy servants, set their hope in thee.
They turn to thee for mercy and wait for thy help. 
Deign to regard their petition as the burnt offerings and
libations, O God, keeper of mercy for thousands. 

Psalm 6
O Lord, rebuke me not in thine anger, 

neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure. 
Have mercy upon me, O Lord; for I am weak: 

O Lord, heal me; for my bones are vexed. 
My soul is also sore vexed: but thou, O Lord, how long? 
Return, O Lord, deliver my soul: save me for the sake of

thy lovingkindness. 
For in death there is no remembrance of thee:

in the grave who shall give thee thanks? 
I am weary with my groaning; all night make I 

my bed to swim; I drench my couch with my tears. 
Mine eye grows dim because of grief; 

it waxes old because of all mine enemies. 
Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity; 

for the Lord has heard the voice of my weeping. 
The Lord has heard my supplication; 

the Lord will accept my prayer. 
Let all mine enemies be ashamed and sore vexed:

let them return and be ashamed in an instant. 
_____________
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124 additional service for the day of atonement

Psalm 51

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness:
according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my
transgressions. 

Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. 
Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight:

that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear
when thou judgest. 

Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother
conceive me. 

Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the most
hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be
whiter than snow. 

Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast
broken may rejoice. 

Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.

The people of Israel, thy servants, troubled and afflicted by
reason of their grievous sins, are filled with fear and
dread. Deign to regard their petition as the sacrifices and
peace offerings, O God, keeper of mercy for thousands.

The people of Israel, thy servants, stricken with sorrow and
anguish, trust in thy gracious love; and though they
lack good works, deign to regard their petition as the
challah and unleavened cakes, O God, keeper of mercy
for thousands.
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125 additional service for the day of atonement

Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit
from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy
free spirit. 

Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be
converted unto thee. 

Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God, thou God of my
salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. 

O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall show forth thy
praise. 

For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest
not in burnt offering. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite
heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 

Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion and build the walls of
Jerusalem.

Pray hear our cries for help, O Lord, when we call to thee. 
Pray pardon through thy mercy, O Lord, the iniquity of our unjust
gains.

O Lord, hear; O Lord, pardon; O Lord, heed us and act. Do not
delay, O God, for thine own sake, for thy city and thy people are
called by thy name. 

Turn us back unto thee, O Lord, and we shall return. Renew our
days as of old. 

God the King, who sits on the throne of mercy, governs in love and
kindness and pardons the sins of his people, granting abundant
forgiveness to those who sin and pardon to those who transgress,
doing justice to the body and the soul, but not according to the full
weight of their wickedness. O God, thou hast taught us thine
attributes of goodness and mercy, as it is written in thy Torah, ‘And  
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126 additional service for the day of atonement

the Lord descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and
proclaimed the name of the Lord. And the Lord passed by
before him, and proclaimed: 

The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-
suffering and abundant in love and truth, preserving love
and kindness for thousands of generations, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, cleansing those who
repent.’

People of faith have passed away who were strong in good
works;

Valiant, they stood in the breach, turning away calamity.
They were to us a bulwark, a protection in the day of wrath. 
They appeased anger by prayer and restrained wrath by their

supplication.
Before they invoked thee thou didst answer them, for they

knew how to implore and how to propitiate. 
As a parent thou hadst compassion for their sake; thou didst not

turn them away empty from thy presence. 
In the multitude of our iniquities, we have lost them;

they have been taken from us in the midst of our sins.
They have gone to their eternal rest; they have left us to our

sorrows.
They who repaired the fence have ceased to be; they who

turned away wrath have perished.
They who stood in the breach are no more; they who were

worthy to supplicate thee have passed away.
We have wandered to the four corners of the earth but have

found relief nowhere.
We turn now unto thee, our faces covered with shame, to

seek thee, O God, at the time for imploring forgiveness.
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127 additional service for the day of atonement

We are bewildered by evil; our strength has been drained
through trouble; we are brought exceedingly low;
we are brought down to the dust.

Let mercy be our measure; for we are stiff-necked and
rebellious. We cry with our lips, ‘We have sinned’,
but are wayward and perverse in our hearts.

O most high, thy mercy is eternal; forgiveness is with
thee. Comfort us in the face of evil, O source of
goodness and lovingkindness.

Withdraw not from us in times like these, for we are in
great distress. Let it be clear to the eyes of all that
thy goodness and thy lovingkindness are with us. 

Thy ways are merciful and gracious.
Thou hast revealed thyself to ‘the faithful of thy
house’: when he entreated thee of old, thou didst
make known unto him thine own faithfulness.

We have sinned, O our rock. Pardon us, O our creator. 
Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One. 

Blessed be the name of his glorious kingdom 
for ever and ever. 
The Lord is God; the Lord is God. 

The Lord reigns, the Lord has reigned, the Lord shall
reign for ever and ever!

Before the heavens and the lands are stretched
out, the Lord reigns;

And when the luminaries shone forth, the Lord
reigned;

And when the earth shall wear out like a
garment, and the heavens shall melt away as
smoke, the Lord shall reign for ever and ever.
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128 additional service for the day of atonement

Most merciful and gracious God:
we have sinned before you,
have mercy upon us.

Lord of pardon, you search all hearts, 
you reveal hidden things and speak righteousness:
we have sinned before you,
have mercy upon us.

Glorious in wonders and mighty in deeds, 
you remember the convenant of the patriarchs, 
you search our inmost parts: 
we have sinned before you, 
have mercy upon us.

Good and beneficent to all creatures, 
you know all secrets, 
subdue iniquities 
and are clothed with righteousness: 

The Lord reigns, the Lord has reigned, the Lord shall reign for
ever and ever!

Before he has made the earth and all that is beyond,  the
Lord reigns;

When he established creatures upon the earth, the Lord
reigned;

And when he shall assemble the dispersed from the four
corners of the earth, the Lord shall reign for ever
and ever.

The Lord reigns, the Lord has reigned, the Lord shall reign for
ever and ever!

Alone designated i am that i am, he was, he is and
eternally will be. He causes death and restores to life. Before
him there was no God formed, neither shall there be after him.
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129 additional service for the day of atonement

Remember for us the covenant of our patriarchs, as thou
hast said, ‘And I will remember my covenant with Jacob
and also my covenant with Isaac, and also my covenant with
Abraham will I remember, and the land will I remember.’
Remember for us the covenant of our ancestors, as thou hast
said, ‘I will for their sake remember the covenant of their
ancestors whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt, in
the sight of the nations, that I might be their God: I am the
Lord.’ Perform unto us thy promise: ‘And yet for all that,
when they are in the land of their enemies I will not reject
them, neither will I abhor them, to destroy them utterly, to
break my covenant with them, for I am the Lord, their
God.’ Have mercy upon us and destroy us not, as it is
written, ‘For the Lord your God is a merciful God. He will
not forsake you nor will he destroy you, neither will he
forget the covenant with your ancestors which he swore
unto them.’ Circumcise our hearts to love and to fear thy
name, as it is written, ‘The Lord your God will circumcise
your heart and the hearts of your seed, that you may love

we have sinned before you; 
have mercy upon us.

Perfect in purity, revered in praise, 
you pardon iniquities 
and answer us in our troubles:
we have sinned before you;
have mercy upon us.

Worker of salvation, who sees the future, 
you call to all the generations from the beginning, 
you ride upon the heavens, 
you hearken to prayer and are perfect in knowledge:
we have sinned before you; 
have mercy upon us.
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130 additional service for the day of atonement

the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that
that you may live.’ Bring back our captives and have compassion
upon us, as it is written, ‘The Lord your God will turn your
captivity and have compassion upon you, and will return and
gather you from all the nations whither the Lord your God has
scattered you.’ Gather our dispersed, as it is written, ‘If your
outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there the Lord
your God will gather you and from there he will take you.’ May
we find thee through our supplications, as it is written, ‘And from
there you shall seek the Lord your God and you shall find him if
you seek him with all your heart and with all your soul.’ Blot out
our transgressions for thy sake, as thou hast said, ‘I have blotted
out your transgressions for mine own sake and your sins will I not
remember.’ 

Blot out our transgressions as a cloud and as a thick cloud, as thou
hast said, ‘I have blotted out your transgressions as a cloud and as
a thick cloud your sins. Return unto me for I have redeemed you.’
Sprinkle purifying water upon us and cleanse us, as it is written,
‘And I will sprinkle purifying water upon you and you shall be
clean; from all your impurities and from all your idolatries will I
cleanse you.’ 

Pardon our sins on this day and purify us, as it is written, ‘For on
this day shall atonement be made for you, to purify you. From all
your sins shall ye be clean before the Lord.’ Bring us unto thy holy
mountain, and make us joyful in thy house of prayer, as it is
written, ‘And I will bring them unto my holy mountain and
I will make them rejoice in my house of prayer. Their burnt
offering and their sacrifices shall be accepted on my altar. For my
house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.’ Hear our
voice, O Lord our God, be gracious and compassionate towards
us and accept our prayers with favour and mercy. Bring us back
unto thee, O Lord, and we will return: renew our days as of old. 
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131 additional service for the day of atonement

For we are thy people and thou art our God. 

We are thy children and thou art our parent. 

We are thy servants and thou art our master. 

We are thy congregation and thou art our portion.

We are thy inheritance and thou art our destiny.

We are thy flock and thou art our shepherd.

We are thy vineyard and thou art our keeper. 

Give ear unto our words, O Lord, consider our meditations.
May the words of our mouths and the meditation of our
hearts be acceptable in thy presence, O Lord, our rock and
our redeemer. Cast us not out from thy presence and take
not thy holy spirit from us. Cast us not off in old age; forsake
us not when our strength fails. Forsake us not, O Lord our
God; be not far from us. For in thee, O Lord, we hope; thou
wilt answer us, O Lord our God. 

Our God and God of our ancestors, forsake us not, cast us
not off, put us not to shame and do not annul thy convenant
with us. Draw us near to thy law, teach us thy precepts and
show us thy ways. Dispose us to revere thy name and
circumcise our hearts to love thee, that we may return unto
thee in truth and in sincerity. And for the sake of thy great
name, pardon and forgive our iniquities, as it is written in
thy holy word, ‘For the sake of thy name, O Lord, pardon
our iniquity, for it is great.’

Our God and God of our ancestors, pardon us, forgive us
and grant us remission. 
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132 additional service for the day of atonement

We are obdurate but thou art merciful and gracious. We
are stiff-necked but thou art long-suffering. We are full of
iniquity but thou art full of mercy. As for us, our days are as
a passing shadow, but thou art ever the same and thy years
have no end.

O Lord, let our prayers come before thee and turn not
from our supplications. We are not so hardened and stiff-
necked as to declare in thy presence, O Lord our God and
God of our ancestors, that we are righteous and have not
sinned, for we and our ancestors have sinned. 

We have been careless, dishonest, greedy, slanderous,
wayward, corrupting and presumptuous; 

We have acted violently, hidden the truth, urged evil, used
deception, been scornful; 

We have rebelled, lacked respect, been overbearing, done
wrong and gloried in it;

We have oppressed others, been stubborn, acted wickedly,
been destructive and violated standards; 

We have gone astray and led others astray.

We have turned aside from thy commandments and thy
goodly precepts and it has not profited us. But thou art
righteous in all that has come upon us, for thou hast dealt
faithfully but we have acted wickedly.

We are thy handiwork and thou art our maker. 
We are thy love and thou art our beloved. 

We are thy chosen and thou art our God.
We are thy people and thou art our King.

We are thine acknowledged people and thou art 
our acknowledged God.
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133 additional service for the day of atonement

What shall we say unto thee, O thou who dwellest on high,
or what shall we declare unto thee who art enthroned
above? Behold thou knowest the secret things as well as the
revealed.

Thou readest the secret thoughts of the heart, thou alone
knowest both the revealed and the hidden things. We
come to entreat thee with prayer. O regard not our evil
deeds. We approach thee this day in fear and with 
trembling; act towards us according to thy mercy. Deal not
rigorously with those who are but dust and ashes, but
consider that our end is the worm. If we have done wrong
unwittingly, thou alone knowest what are our errors and
thou wilt not account them unto us as wilful sins. Accept
the confession of our lips in this acceptable time; grant us
expiation for our sins, whether known to us or unknown,
whether public or secret, whether against affirmative or
negative precepts. Deliver us from the penalty of excision
and death, and have compassion upon thy handiwork,
which is clay. O God, who hast fashioned and formed us,
thou knowest our frame; therefore let thy tender mercy
be moved towards us and destroy us not. Behold, there is
no one that can hide himself from thee, before whom
everything is clear as light and as noon-day. O grant us
salvation for thine own sake. From the time when we were
formed thou hast searched us and hast known that our
works are wickedness and vanity. Guard us, for in thy hand
is every life. O let the souls of those who afflict themselves
be precious unto thee. O God, grant us remission for our
transgressions whether known to us or hidden from us.
We have confessed our misdeeds before thee, O searcher of
hearts. Redeem us from sin and cleanse us from iniquity.
Regard not the failings of mortal man, for he is as grass.

WSYK03DAYAtone2019prf4_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:34  Page 190



running head 134

T 280

WSYK03DAYAtone2019prf4_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:34  Page 193



134 additional service for the day of atonement

For the sins which we have committed against thee under duress,

For the sins which we have committed against thee by choice,

For the sins which we have committed against thee in secret,

For the sins which we have committed against thee in public,

For the sins which we have committed against thee unwittingly,

For the sins which we have committed against thee deliberately,

For all of these, O God of forgiveness, pardon us, forgive us,
and grant us remission.

We have acted wickedly and have transgressed, therefore we
have not been saved. Give us the desire to leave the path of
wickedness and hasten our salvation. As it is written by
the hand of thy prophet, ‘Let the wicked leave his path and

Act mercifully towards us as thou dost act towards all living.
Bring us near unto thee and hearken to our cry. Be not
mindful of  our wickedness and have compassion on us, that
we may be absolved. May thy mercy come to our aid, for thou
art compassionate and gracious. O thou who wast revealed to
us in days of old as ‘the Lord that pardons transgression’, hear
us whilst we stand before thee in prayer. Grant forgiveness
to the penitent people and blot out our transgressions from
before thine eyes.

Thou knowest the hidden things of the world and the most
secret thoughts of all living. Thou searchest all the inward
parts and examinest the mind and the heart. Nothing is
concealed from thee. Nothing is hidden from thy sight. May
it be thy will, O Lord our God and God of our ancestors, to
pardon all our sins, to forgive all our iniquities and to grant us
remission for all our transgressions.
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135 additional service for the day of atonement

Mighty and luminous, creator of heaven and earth:
who is like unto thee, O God?

Revealer of deep things, speaker of righteousness:
who is like unto thee, O God?

the unrighteous his thoughts. Let him return unto the Lord
for he will have compassion on him and unto our God for he
will abundantly pardon.’

Our God and God of our ancestors, pardon and forgive
our iniquities [on sabbath: on this day of rest and] on this
Day of Atonement and graciously accept our prayers.
Blot out and remove our transgressions and our sins from
before thine eyes; bend our will so that it may submit itself to
thee; subdue our pride so that we may turn unto thee; give us
a new heart so that we may keep thy precepts. Thou knowest
our sins, whether committed deliberately or in ignorance, by
choice or under duress, whether publicly or secretly: before
thee all are known and revealed. What are we? What is our
life? What is our kindness, what our righteousness, what our
help, what our strength, what our might? What can we say
unto thee, O Lord our God and God of our ancestors? Are
not the mightiest heroes as nought before thee, men of
renown as if they had not existed, wise men as if they were
without knowledge and men of understanding as if they were
without intelligence? For most of what we accomplish is
worthless and the days of our life are as a breath in thy sight.
Even the pre-eminence of man above the beast is nought, for
all is vanity except the pure soul, which must hereafter submit
to judgment before the throne of thy glory. What shall we say
unto thee, O thou who dwellest on high, or what shall we
declare unto thee, who art enthroned above? Surely thou
knowest what is hidden as well as what is revealed. 
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136 additional service for the day of atonement

As it is written, who is like unto thee, a God pardoning iniquity
and forgiving transgression to the residue of his heritage?
He keeps not his anger for ever, for he delights in mercy. He will
again have compassion upon us, he will subdue our iniquities,
yea, thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea. All the
sins of thy people the house of Israel wilt thou cast into a place
where they shall not be remembered or visited or thought of
for ever. Thou wilt show faithfulness to Jacob and mercy unto
Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers in the days
of old.

Our God and God of our ancestors, pardon our iniquities
[on sabbath: on this day of rest, and] on this Day of Atonement.

Clothed with majesty, ruling alone:
who is like unto thee, O God?

Remembering the covenant, and gracious to the remnant
of thy people: who is like unto thee, O God?

Pure of eye, dwelling above the heaven: 
who is like unto thee, O God?

Subduing iniquity, clothed in righteousness: 
who is like unto thee, O God?

King of kings, majestic and exalted: 
who is like unto thee, O God?

Supporter of the fallen, responding to the oppressed: 
who is like unto thee, O God?

Redeemer and deliverer, striding forth in strength: 
who is like unto thee, O God?

Near to those who call upon thee, merciful and gracious: 
who is like unto thee, O God?

Dwelling in the heavens, supporting the innocent:
who is like unto thee, O God?
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137 additional service for the day of atonement

Blot out and remove our transgressions and our sins from thy
sight. As it is said, ‘I, even I, am he who for mine own sake blots
out your transgressions, and your sins I will not remember.’
And it is said, ‘I have blotted out your transgressions as a cloud,
and your sins as a thick cloud. Return to me, for I have
redeemed you.’ And it is said, ‘For on this day shall atonement
be made for you, to purify you. From all your sins you shall
be clean before the Lord.’ 

Our God and God of our ancestors, may our remembrance
ascend and come before thee; may it be accepted and
remembered, with remembrance of our ancestors, remembrance
of Jerusalem, thy holy city, and remembrance of all thy people,
the house of Israel, to bring deliverance, well-being, grace,
lovingkindness and compassion [on sabbath: on  this day of rest,
and] on this Day of Atonement, to bestow mercy and salvation
upon us. 

Remember us, O our God, this day for good. Amen. 

Visit us this day with thy blessing. Amen.

Preserve us this day for a good life. Amen.

As thou hast promised deliverance and compassion, pardon us
and save us, for our eyes are turned to thee, gracious and
merciful God and King.

Our God and God of our ancestors, reign in thy glory over the
whole world and be exalted in thy majesty over all the earth.
Shine forth in the excellence of thy supreme power over all the
inhabitants of the world. May every creature acknowledge
that thou hast created it, and every living thing understand that
thou hast fashioned it. May all who have breath in their nostrils
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138 additional service for the day of atonement

declare that the Lord God of Israel reigns and that his kingdom is
supreme over all.

Sanctify us with thy commandments and ordain our portion to be
in thy law. Satisfy us with thy goodness, gladden us with thy
salvation and purify our hearts that we may worship thee in truth.

For thou, O Lord God, art truth and thy word, O our King, is
truth and endures for ever. Blessed art thou,  O Lord, O King,
who dost pardon and forgive our iniquities and the iniquities of
thy people the house of Israel, and dost remove our trespasses
from year to year. Thou art King of the whole earth, who
sanctifiest [on sabbath: the Sabbath,] Israel and the Day of
Atonement.

O Lord our God, let thy people Israel be acceptable to thee, and
have regard unto our prayers. Accept the prayers of Israel with
love and favour, and may the worship of thy people Israel be ever
pleasing to thee.

And in thine abundant mercy deign to regard us graciously and be
favourable unto us, and may our eyes behold thy return in mercy
to Zion. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who restorest thy divine
presence to Zion.

We gratefully acknowledge that thou art the Lord our God and
God of our ancestors for ever. Thou art our rock, the rock of our
lives, and the shield of our safety throughout all generations. We
will give thanks unto thee and declare thy praise: for our lives,
which are in thy hand, and for our souls, which are in thy charge,
and for thy miracles, which are with us every day, and for thy
wonders and thy goodness, which are with us at all times, at
morning, noon and evening. Thou art good, for thy mercy never
fails; thou art merciful, for thy lovingkindness never ceases; for
ever do we put our trust in thee.
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139 additional service for the day of atonement

For all this, may thy name, O our King, be continually
blessed and exalted for ever and ever. All that lives shall
give thanks unto thee and shall praise and bless thy great
name in truth, O God, our salvation and our help.
Blessed art thou, O Lord, good is thy name and unto
thee it is fitting to give thanks.

Grant peace, happiness and blessing, life, grace and
lovingkindness, justice and mercy unto us. Bless us, even
all of us together, O our Father, with the light of thy
countenance. For in the light of thy countenance thou
dost give us, O Lord our God, law and life, love and
kindness, justice and mercy, blessing and peace. May it
please thee to bless thy people Israel with great strength
and peace.

May we and all thy people Israel be remembered before
thee for life, sustenance, salvation and comfort. Grant us
a good life and peace. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who
blessest thy people Israel with peace. 

in silence 

My God, guard my tongue from evil and my lips from
telling lies. To those who speak ill of me may my soul be
silent and lowly as the dust to everyone. Open my heart
to thy law, that my soul may pursue thy commandments.
Frustrate speedily the designs and bring to nought the
schemes of those who rise up to do evil against me. 

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock and
my redeemer. 
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140 additional service for the day of atonement

May he who makes peace in his high heavens grant
peace unto us, unto all Israel, and unto all mankind. 

Our God, who art in heaven, 
hear our voice, and accept our prayer favourably.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
remember thy covenant and forget us not.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
bless our bread and our water.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
reveal the glory of thy kingdom over us speedily.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
we have earnestly sought thee; grant that we may
find thee.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
receive our supplication this day and every day,
through our prayers.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
we call upon thee; pray answer us.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
remember us with a good remembrance before thee.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
have compassion upon us and upon our children,
even upon our tender infants.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
cleanse us from our sins.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
may thy tender mercies be moved towards us.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
remember us and grant us a happy life.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
destroy us not.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
fulfil the desires of our hearts for our good.
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141 additional service for the day of atonement

Our God, who art in heaven, 
support us in our fallen state.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
answer our supplication.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
redeem us from the hand of our enemies.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
vouchsafe unto us thy blessing.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
vouchsafe unto us thy salvation.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
justify us in thy judgment.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
bring near unto us the period of our redemption.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
bring near unto us the day of our salvation.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
draw us near unto thy service.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
behold the affliction of thy people Israel.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
heal the sick of thy people Israel.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
have regard to our cry.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
set peace amongst us.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
set tranquillity in our habitations.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
grant peace to the land.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
bestow plenty upon thy world.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
give dew and rain in their season for a blessing upon
the earth.
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142 additional service for the day of atonement

Our God, who art in heaven, 
give seed to the sower and bread to the eater.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
give bread for our children.

Our God, who art in heaven, 
may our prayers rise before thee as incense.

On this day, strengthen us. Amen.

On this day, bless us. Amen.

On this day, exalt us. Amen.

On this day, seek us out for blessing. Amen.

On this day, hear our supplications. Amen.

On this day, cleanse us from our sin. Amen.

On this day, straighten our paths. Amen.

On this day, receive our prayers willingly
and with mercy. Amen.

On this day, support us in righteous action. Amen.

On this day, remember us for a good life. Amen.

There is none like our God; there is none like our Lord;
there is none like our king; there is none like our
saviour. 

Who is like our God; who is like our Lord; who is like
our king; who is like our saviour? 

We shall give thanks to our God; we shall give thanks to
our Lord; we shall give thanks to our king; we shall
give thanks to our saviour. 

Blessed be our God; blessed be our Lord; blessed be our
king; blessed be our saviour. 

Thou art our God; thou art our Lord; thou art our king;
thou art our saviour. 
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143 additional service for the day of atonement

It is our duty to praise the Lord of all, to ascribe greatness
to him who formed the world in the beginning. He has
chosen us from amongst all peoples and has given us his
Torah. We bow and humble ourselves and give thanks in
the presence of the supreme king of kings, the Holy One,
blessed be he. He stretched out the heavens and laid the
foundations of the earth; his glorious throne is in the
heavens above and the abode of his power is in the loftiest
heights. He is our God; there is no other. It is true he is our
king; there is none but him; as it is written in Torah, ‘This
day, you shall know and take to heart that the Lord he is
God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath: there
is no other.’

We therefore hope in thee, O Lord our God, that we may
soon behold the glory of thy power, when idols will be no
more and superstition will have passed away; when the
world will be set right under the kingdom of the Almighty;
when all creation will call upon thy name and thou wilt
turn unto thyself all the wicked of the earth. Then all
the inhabitants of the earth will perceive and know that
unto thee every knee must bow, every tongue must swear
allegiance. Before thee,  O Lord our God, they will bow
and humble themselves. Unto thy glorious name they will
give honour and accept the rule of thy kingdom; and so
thou wilt soon reign over them for ever and ever. For the
kingdom is thine and thou wilt reign in glory for ever; as it
is written in Torah, ‘The Lord shall reign for ever and ever.’
And it is said, ‘The Lord shall be king over all the earth; on
that day the Lord shall be One and his name One.’
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144 additional service for the day of atonement

The Lord has reigned eternally, ere any creature yet was formed. 
When all things by his will were made, his name as King was then

proclaimed. 
And when all things have reached their end, he’ll reign alone with

awesome might. 
He was, he is, he ever will be, infinite and glorious. 
And he is One, there is none else, to be compared or joined

with him. 
With no beginning and no end, he holds the power and sovereignty. 
He is my God and my redeemer, my rock in time of trial and pain. 
He is my banner and my refuge; he fills my cup in time of need. 
Into his hand I lay my soul, both when I sleep and when I wake; 
And with my soul my body too; the Lord is with me, I’ll not fear.

Kaddish

Magnified and sanctified be the great name of God
throughout the world which he has created according to
his will. May he establish his kingdom during your life
and during your days and during the life of the whole
house of Israel, speedily and before long; and say, Amen.

May his great name be blessed for ever and to all eternity.

Blessed, praised and glorified, exalted, extolled and
honoured, esteemed and lauded be the name of the
Holy One, blessed be he, though he be above all
blessings and hymns, praises and consoling words that
are uttered in this world; and say,  Amen.

May abundant peace from heaven, and life, be granted
unto us and unto all Israel; and say, Amen. 

May he who makes peace in his high heavens grant
peace unto us and unto all Israel; and say, Amen.
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145

Afternoon Service for the Day of Atonement

Psalm 50
A psalm of Asaph

The mighty God, even the Lord, has spoken, and has summoned
the earth, from the rising of the sun to the going down thereof. 

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shone. 
Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall devour

before him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about him. 
He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he

may judge his people. 
Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a

covenant with me by sacrifice. 
And the heavens shall declare his righteousness: for God is judge

himself. Selah. 
Hear, O my people, and I will speak; O Israel, and I will testify

against you: I am God, even your God. 
I will not reprove you for your sacrifices or your burnt offerings,

which have been continually before me. 
I will take no bullock out of your house, nor he-goats out of  your

folds. 
For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand

hills. 
I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the

field are mine. 
If I were hungry, I would not tell you: for the world is mine, and the

fulness thereof. 
Will I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats? 
Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay your vows unto the

most high: 
And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver you, and you

shall glorify me.
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146 afternoon service for the day of atonement

But unto the wicked God says, What have you to do to declare
my statutes, or that you should take my covenant in your
mouth? 

Seeing you hate instruction, and cast my words behind you. 
When you saw a thief, then you fell in with him, and threw in

your lot with adulterers. 
You give your mouth to evil, and your tongue frames deceit. 
You are busy maligning your brother; you slander your own

mother’s son. 
These things have you done, and I kept silence, so you thought

that I was altogether like you; but I will reprove you, and set
your deeds in order before your eyes. 

Now consider this, you who forget God, lest I tear you in
pieces, and there be none to deliver. 

Whoever offers praise glorifies me: and to the person who
orders his conversation aright I will show God’s salvation.

Psalm 139
To the chief musician, a psalm of David

O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me. 

Thou knowest my sitting down and my rising up, thou
understandest my thought afar off. 

Thou hast measured my path and my lying down, and art
acquainted with all my ways. 

For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou
knowest it altogether. 

Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand
upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high 
I cannot attain it. 
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147 afternoon service for the day of atonement

Where shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from
thy presence? 

If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed 
in the underworld, behold, thou art there. 

If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost
parts of the sea; 

Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall
hold me. 

If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me and the light shall
be night about me, 

Even the darkness hides not from thee; but the night
shines as the day: the darkness and the light are both 
alike to thee. 

For thou hast formed my reins: thou hast fashioned me in
my mother’s womb. 

I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made:
marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knows well. 

My frame was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret,
and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 

Thine eyes did see mine unformed substance and in thy 
book all my members were written, which were fashioned
day by day when as yet there was none of them. 

How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God, 
how great is the sum of them. 

If I should count them, they are more in number than 
the sand: when I awake, I am still with thee. 

Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God: depart from me
therefore, ye bloody men. 
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148 afternoon service for the day of atonement

For they speak against thee wickedly, and thine enemies 
take thy name in vain. 

Do I not hate them, O Lord, that hate thee? and am I not
grieved with those that rise up against thee? 

I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them mine enemies. 

Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, 
and know my thoughts: 

And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me
in the way everlasting. 

And when the ark set forward, Moses said, ‘Arise, O Lord,
and let thine enemies be scattered and those who hate thee
flee before thee. For from Zion shall go forth the law and the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem.’

the scroll is  taken from the ark

Blessed be he who in his holiness has given the Law to his
people Israel.

Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord, and let us exalt
his name together.

Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the splendour, the
glory and the majesty; for all that is in heaven and earth is
thine; thine, O Lord, is the kingdom and thou art supreme
over all.

Exalt the Lord our God, and bow down at his footstool, for
he is holy. Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at his holy
mountain, for the Lord our God is holy. 
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149 afternoon service for the day of atonement

There is none holy as the Lord, for there is none beside him;
neither is there any rock like our God. For who is God but the
Lord? Or who is a rock except our God? Moses commanded us
to keep the Torah as the inheritance of the congregation of
Jacob. 

It is a tree of life to those who grasp it; and those who hold fast
to it are happy. Its ways are ways of pleasantness, and all its paths
are peace. Great peace have those who love thy law and for them
there is no stumbling. The Lord will give strength unto his
people, the Lord will bless his people with peace. When I call on
the name of the Lord, proclaim the greatness of our God. Let all
acknowledge the power of God and give honour to the Torah.

the scroll is  elevated

This is the Torah which Moses set before the children of Israel.
Moses commanded us to keep the Torah as an inheritance of
the congregation of Jacob. The way of God is perfect; the word
of the Lord is tested; he is a shield to all who trust in him.

Psalm 150
O praise the Lord,

Praise God in his sanctuary;
Praise him in the firmament of his power.

Praise him for his mighty acts;
Praise him according to his abundant greatness.

Praise him with the blast of the trumpet;
Praise him with the lyre and harp.

Praise him with the timbrel and dance;
Praise him with stringed instruments and the pipe.

Praise him with the loud-sounding cymbals:
Praise him with the clanging cymbals.

Let every thing that has breath praise the Lord.
O praise the Lord.
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150 torah reading for the afternoon service

before the reading of the torah

Bless the Lord, who is ever to be blessed.

Blessed is the Lord, who is to be blessed for ever and ever.

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who
hast chosen us from all peoples, and hast given us thy Torah.
Blessed art thou, O Lord, giver of Torah.

Afternoon portion of the Torah
Deuteronomy 30

And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon
you, the blessing and the curse, which I have set before you, and
you shall call them to mind among all the nations, whither the
Lord your God hath driven you, and shall return unto the Lord
your God, and shall obey his voice according to all that I
command you this day, you and your children, with all your
heart, and with all your soul; that then the Lord your God
will turn your captivity, and have compassion upon you, and will
return and gather you from all the nations, whither the Lord
your God hath scattered you. If any among you be led astray to
the outmost parts of heaven, from thence will the Lord your
God gather you, and from thence will he fetch you. And the
Lord your God will bring you into the land which your fathers
possessed, and you will possess it; and he will do you good, and
multiply you above your fathers. And the Lord your God will
circumcise your heart, and the heart of your seed, to love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, that
you mayest live. And the Lord your God will put all these
curses upon your enemies, and on them that hate you, which
persecuted you. And you shall return and obey the voice of the
Lord, and do all his commandments which I command you this
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151 torah reading for the afternoon service

day. And the Lord your God will make you abundant in
every work of your hand, in the fruit of your body, and in
the fruit of your cattle, and in the fruit of your land, for
good: for the Lord will again rejoice over you for good, as
he rejoiced over your fathers: if you will hearken unto the
voice of the Lord your God, to keep his commandments
and his statutes which are written  in this book of the law,
and if you turn unto the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul. For this commandment which I
command you this day is not hidden from you, neither is it
far off. It is not in heaven, that you should say, Who shall
go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may
hear it, and do it? Neither is it beyond the sea, that you
should say, Who shall go over the sea for us, and bring it
unto us, that we may hear it, and do it? But the word is very
close to you, in your mouth, and in your heart, that you
may do it.See, I have set before you this day life and good,
and death and evil; in that I command you this day to love
the Lord your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his
commandments and his statutes and his judgments, that
you may live and multiply: and the Lord your God shall
bless you in the land which you go to possess. But if your
heart turns away, so that you will not hear, but shall be
drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them;
I declare unto you this day, that you shall surely perish,
and that you shall not prolong your days upon the land,
which you passed over Jordan to go and possess. I call
heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have
set before you life and death, blessing and curse: therefore
choose life, that both you and your seed may live: that you
may love the Lord your God, and that you may obey his
voice, and that you may cleave unto him: for he is your life
and the length of your days, that you may dwell in the
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land which the Lord swore unto your fathers, to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.

after the reading of the torah

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who
hast given us the law of truth and planted eternal life within us.
Blessed art thou, O Lord, who hast given the Torah.

before the reading of the haftarah 

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who
hast chosen good prophets, and hast found pleasure in their
words which were spoken in truth. 

Blessed art thou, O Lord, who hast chosen us from all people,
and hast given us the law, and Moses thy servant, and Israel thy
people, and prophets of truth and righteousness.

Afternoon Haftarah
The Book of Jonah

Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of Amittai,
saying, ‘Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it;
for their wickedness is come up before me.’ But Jonah rose up
to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord, and went
down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he
paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them
unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. But the Lord sent
out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in
the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. Then the
mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast
forth the wares that were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of
them. But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and
he lay, and was fast asleep. So the shipmaster came to him, and
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153 haftarah reading for the afternoon service

said unto him, ‘What meanest thou, O sleeper? Arise, call
upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, that we
perish not.’ And they said every one to his fellow, ‘Come, and
let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is
upon us.’ So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. Then
said they unto him, ‘Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause is
this evil upon us? What is thine occupation? and whence
comest thou? what is  thy country? and of what people art
thou?’ And he said untot them, ‘I am an Hebrew; and I fear
the Lord, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea and
the dry land.’ Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said
unto him, ‘Why hast thou done this?’ For the men knew that
he fled from the presence of the Lord, because he had told
them. Then said they unto him, ‘What shall we do unto thee,
that the sea may be calm unto us?’ for the sea grew more and
more tempestuous. And he said unto them, ‘Take me up, and
cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you:
for I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you.’
Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land; but
they could not: for the sea grew more and more tempestuous
against them. Wherefore they cried unto the Lord, and said,
‘We beseech thee, O Lord, we beseech thee, let us not perish
for this man’s life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for
thou, O Lord, hast done as it pleased thee.’ So they took up
Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased
from her raging. Then the men feared the Lord exceed-
ingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the Lord, and made vows. 

Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah.
And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three
nights. Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out of the
fish’s belly, and said, ‘I cried by reason of mine affliction unto
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the Lord, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and
thou heardest my voice. For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in
the midst of the seas; and the floods compassed me about: all thy
billows and thy waves passed over me. Then I said, I am cast out
of thy sight; yet I will look again toward thy holy temple. The
waters compassed me about, even to the soul: the depth closed
me round about, the weeds were wrapped about my head. I went
down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with her bars
was about me for ever: yet hast thou brought up my life from
corruption, O Lord my God. When my soul fainted within me I
remembered the Lord: and my prayer came in unto thee, into
thine holy temple. They that observe lying vanities forsake their
own mercy. But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of
thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation is of
the Lord.’ And the Lord spake unto the fish, and it vomited out
Jonah upon the dry land.

And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second time,
saying, ‘Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto
it the preaching that I bid thee.’ So Jonah arose, and went unto
Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was
an exceeding great city of three days’ journey. And Jonah began
to enter into the city a day’s journey, and he cried, and said, ‘Yet
forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.’ So the people of
Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on
sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them.
For word came unto the King of Nineveh, and he arose from his
throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with
sackcloth, and sat in ashes. And he caused it to be proclaimed
and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and
his nobles, saying, ‘Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock,
taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water: But let man
and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God:
yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the
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violence that is in their hands. Who can tell if God will turn
and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we
perish not?’ And God saw their works, that they turned from
their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said
that he would do unto them; and he did it not.

But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry.
And he prayed unto the Lord, and said, ‘I pray thee, O Lord,
was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country?
Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art
a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great
kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. Therefore now, O
Lord, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for
me to die than to live.’ Then said the Lord, ‘Doest thou well
to be angry?’ So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east
side of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat under it
in the shadow, till he might see what would become of the
city. And the Lord God prepared a gourd, and made it to
come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head,
to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of
the gourd. But God prepared a worm when the morning rose
the next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered. And it
came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a
vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of
Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said,
‘It is better for me to die than to live.’ And God said to Jonah,
‘Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd?’ And he said, ‘I do
well to be angry, even unto death.’ Then said the Lord, ‘Thou
hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not
laboured, neither madest it grow; which came up in a night,
and perished in a night. And should not I spare Nineveh, that
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156 afternoon service for the day of atonement

great city, wherein are more than six score thousand
persons that cannot discern between their right hand
and their left hand; and also much cattle

after the reading of the haftarah

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe,
rock of all worlds, righteous throughout all generations,
faithful God, who sayest and doest, who speakest and
fulfillest, all whose words are truth and righteousness.
Faithful art thou, O Lord our God, and faithful are thy
words, and not one of thy words will return void, for
thou art a faithful and merciful God and King. Blessed
art thou, O Lord God, who art faithful in all thy words.

For the law, for the divine service, for the prophets,
and for this [on sabbath: sabbath day and] Day of
Atonement, which thou, O Lord our God, hast given
us [on sabbath: for holiness and for rest] for honour
and for glory. For all these we thank and bless thee,
O Lord our God, blessed be thy name by the mouth
of every living being continually and for ever. For thy
word, O our King, is true and exists for ever. Blessed art
thou, O Lord, O King, who pardonest and forgivest
our iniquities and the iniquities of thy people, the house
of Israel, and removest our trespasses from year to
year. Thou art King of the whole earth, who sanctifiest
[on sabbath: the Sabbath,] Israel and the Day of
Atonement.

Let them praise the name of the Lord for his name
alone is exalted.
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157 afternoon service for the day of atonement

His glory is above the earth and the heavens. He will also
exalt the horn of his people, the praise of all the pious. Even
for the children of Israel, a people allied to him. Hallelujah!
The Lord, he is God. The Lord, he is God. In the heavens
above and on earth beneath, there is no other. There is
none like thee among the mighty, O Lord, neither is there 
anything equal to thy works.

Psalm 24
A psalm of David

The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof; the world,
and they that dwell therein. 

For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it
upon the floods. 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall
stand in his holy place? 

He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not
lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 

He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and
righteousness from the God of his salvation. 

This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy
face, O Jacob. Selah. 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be lifted up, 
ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. 

Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, 
the Lord mighty in battle. 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye
everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. 

Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the 
King of glory. Selah.

Turn us back unto thee, O Lord, and we shall return: 
renew our days as of old.
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May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our
ancestors. May he not leave nor forsake us; may he incline
our hearts towards him to walk in all his ways and to keep
his commandments, his statutes and his judgments which
he commanded our ancestors. And let these my words,
with which I have made supplication before the Lord, be
near the Lord our God day and night, that he maintain the
cause of his servant and the cause of his people Israel in
their daily necessities, that all the people of the earth may
know that the Lord is God and that there is no other.

Psalm 84
To the chief musician upon Gittith, a psalm of the sons of Korah

How lovely are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts. My soul
yearns, yea it pines for the courts of the Lord, where my
spirit and flesh shall exult in the living God. Even the
sparrow has found a house and the swallow a nest for
herself where she places her young. I have found thine
altars, O Lord of Hosts my King and my God. Happy are
they who dwell in thy house; they shall continually praise
thee. Selah.

Happy the men whose strong confidence is in thee, for in
their hearts are thy paths. When they pass through the vale
of Bacah, they make it a fountain; abundant rain also fills
the pools. They proceed from strength to strength, and
appear before God in Zion.

O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; listen to it, O God
of Jacob. Selah.

Behold, O God our shield, and look upon the face of
thine anointed. For a day in thy courts is better than a
thousand elsewhere. I would rather sit at the threshold
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I will extol thee, my God, O King; 
and I will bless thy name for ever and ever. 

Every day will I bless thee; 
and I will praise thy name for ever and ever. 

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
and his greatness is unsearchable. 

One generation shall praise thy works to another, 
and shall declare thy mighty acts. 

I will speak of the glorious honour of thy majesty, 
and of thy wondrous works. 

And men shall speak of the might of thy terrible acts: 
and I will declare thy greatness. 

They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy 
great goodness, and shall sing of thy righteousness. 

The Lord is gracious, and full of compassion; 
slow to anger, and of great mercy. 

The Lord is good to all: and his tender mercies 
are over all his works. 

All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord; 
and thy saints shall bless thee. 

They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, 
and talk of thy power 

To make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, 
and the glorious majesty of his kingdom. 

of the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.
For the Lord of hosts is a sun and a shield. The Lord grants grace
and glory and he will not withhold any good thing from those
who walk uprightly. O Lord of hosts, happy is the man who trusts
in thee.

Happy are they that dwell in thy house; they shall continually praise
thee. Selah. Happy are the people who are thus favoured; happy the
people whose God is the Lord.

Psalm 145
A psalm of praise by David
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And we will bless the Lord from henceforth and for evermore.
Hallelujah.

A redeemer shall come unto Zion and to those in Jacob who
turn from transgression, says the Lord. As for me, this is my
covenant with you, says the Lord: My spirit which is upon
you and my words which I have put into your mouth shall
not depart from your mouth, nor from the mouths of your
children, nor from the mouths of their offspring, says the Lord,
from henceforth and for ever. O Lord God of our ancestors,
Abraham, Isaac and Israel, continue for ever to form the inward
thoughts of thy people, and to prepare their hearts to serve thee.
And he, being merciful, forgives iniquity and destroys not. Yea,
he frequently turns away his anger, and awakens not all his
wrath. For thou, O Lord, art good and ready to forgive, and of
abundant mercy unto all who call upon thee. Thy righteousness

Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy
dominion endures throughout all generations. 

The Lord upholds all that fall, 
and raises up all those that are bowed down. 

The eyes of all wait upon thee; 
and thou givest them their food in due season. 

Thou openest thy hand, 
and satisfiest the desire of every living thing. 

The Lord is righteous in all his ways, 
and holy in all his works. 

The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, 
to all that call upon him in truth. 

He will fulfil the desire of those who fear him: 
he also will hear their cry, and will save them. 

The Lord preserves all who love him: 
but all the wicked will he destroy. 

My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord: 
and let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever. 
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is an everlasting righteousness and thy law is truth. Thou
wilt accomplish the truth unto Jacob and the mercy unto
Abraham which thou hast sworn unto our ancestors from
the days of old. Blessed be the Lord who day by day bears
our burden. God is our salvation. Selah. The Lord of hosts is
with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah. O Lord of
hosts, happy is the man who trusts in thee. Save us, O Lord.
O King, answer us when we call. Blessed be our God who has
created us for his glory and has separated us from those who
go astray, who has given us the law of truth and planted life
within us. May he open our hearts to his Torah and place his
love and reverence in our hearts that we may perform his will
and serve him with an upright heart, so that we may not
labour in vain nor bring forth contentiously. May it be thy
will, O Lord our God and God of our ancestors, that we
observe thy statutes and thy precepts in this world and be
accounted worthy to live and to inherit the good and the
blessing reserved for the life of the future world. That my
glory may sing praise to thee without ceasing, O Lord my
God, I will give thanks unto thee for ever. The Lord was
pleased for his righteousness’ sake to magnify the Torah and
adorn it. And those who know thy name will put their trust in
thee, for thou, O Lord, hast not forsaken those who seek thee.
O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth.
Be of good courage and let your hearts be fortified, all ye who
trust in the Lord.

And I will offer my prayer unto thee, O Lord, in an
acceptable time. Through thine abundant mercy, O God,
answer me in the truth of thy salvation.

_____________
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ום הכפוריםיל נחהמ      

עמידה    

׃  ָךֽ ְּתִהָּלת   יִַּגיד ּוִפי . ִּתְפָּתח ְׂשָפַתי נָיֲאדֺ  
 

ה   ַאָּתה  ָּברּוְך  י    ינּוֽ ֱאֹלה     ְיהו ָ אֹלה  ת   ו  י .   ינּוֽ ֲאבו  ֱאֹלה   
י  י ַאְבָרָהם . ֱאֹלה  אֹלה  י  ִיְצָחק . ו  ב . ֱאֹלה  יֲַעק   

ל  ל . ָהא  י ָרח  אֹלה  י ל ָאה . ו  י ִרְבָקה . ֱאֹלה  ָׂשָרה . ֱאֹלה 
ל  ר   ַהָּגדו  ל  .  ְוַהּנֹוָרא   ַהִּגּבו  ן   א  ְליו  ל .  ע  מ  ֲחָסִדים  ּגו   
ִבים נ ה     טו  ל   קו  כ ר  .   ַהּכ  י   ְוזו  ִביא .    ָאבו ת  ַחְסּד  ּומ   

ל  ם  ִלְבנ י   גֹוא  ַען  ְבנ יה  ְּבַאֲהָבה ׃ ְׁשמו   ְלַמַֽ  
 

ל  ַלַחִיים .  נּוֽ ז ְׇ֯כר   ץ  ל ְךֽ מ   א  ַען  .  ַּבַחִיים  ָחפ             ְלַמַֽ
יעַ ֽ ּומֹוׁשִ    עֹוז ר   ל ְךֽ מ    .   ַחִיים  ֱאֹלִהים  יָךֽ ַרֲחמ    

ה       ַאָּתה      ָּברּוְך    ׃    ּוָמג ן ַאְבָרָהם        ָמג ן      .     ְיהו ָ  
דּוּפ ק  ׃ ָׂשָרה ו   

ה  ְלעֹוָלם  ִגּבֹור   ַאָּתה ִתים   ְמַחי ה  . ְיהו ָ ַרב  .  ַאָּתה  מ   
׃ יעַ ֽ ׁשִ ְלהו    

ד ֽ ְמַכְלּכ ל  ַחִיים  ְּבח   ִתים ְּבַרֲחִמים  ַרִּבים .  ס  . ְמַחי ה מ   
ְך    ְפִלים      סו מ  ִלים     . נו  א     חו  פ  ּוַמִּתיר    . ְורו   

נ י   ָעָפר  .    ֲאסּוִרים  ו ָך   ׃ ּוְמַקי ם   ֱאמּונָתו    ִליׁש  ִמי   ָכמַֽ  
ה ו מ  ת   ּוִמי   ּדַֽ ַעל   ְּגבּורו  ִמית   ּוְמַחי הֽ מ    .   ָּלְך־ַּבַֽ ְך  מ  ל   

יַח    ְיׁשּוָעה   ָך      ׃ּוַמְצִמַֽ ו  כ ר  .   ָהַרֲחִמים   ַאבִמי   ָכמַֽ זו   
ְונ ֱאָמן    ַאָּתה    ְלַהֲחיו ת   ׃   ְּבַרֲחִמים   ְלַחִיים   ְיצּוָרין  

ִתים  ה . ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יְ  ׃ מ  ִתיםְמַחי  הו ָ ׃ ה ַהּמ   
 

ב    .   ָקדֹוׁש  ְוַאָּתה  ל  ְּתִהּלֹות   יֹוׁש  ׃  ִיְׂשָרא   
 

ה    ְצָבאֹות   .   ְמֹלא   ָכׇ֯ל ־  ָקדֹוׁש    ָקדֹוׁש   ָקדֹוׁש   ְיהו ָ
ץ  ר  ׃ ְּכבֹודֹו ָהָאַֽ  
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163 afternoon service for the day of atonement

Therefore let the fear of thee, O Lord, be upon all thy
works, and the awe of thee upon all thou hast created.
May all thy works revere thee and all creation bow down
before thee. May they all unite as one to perform thy will
with a perfect heart. For we know, O Lord our God, that
supreme power rests with thee, strength is in thy hand,
might is on thy right side and the awe of thy name is
upon all whom thou hast created.

Let honour, O Lord, be upon thy people, glory upon
those who revere thee, goodly hope with those who seek
thee, and confidence with those who wait for thee.
Grant joy unto thy land, gladness unto thy city, revival
unto thy servant David, and renewal of splendour to the
son of Jesse, thine anointed, speedily in our days. 

And the righteous shall see it and be glad. And the
upright shall rejoice and the pious exult in song. But
iniquity shall be dumb. All wickedness shall vanish like
smoke. For thou shalt remove the rule of tyranny from
the earth.

And thou, O Lord, alone shalt reign over all thy works,
on mount Zion, the residence of thy glory, and in
Jerusalem, the city of thy sanctuary; as it is written in thy
holy word: 

‘The Lord will reign for ever; even thy God, O Zion,
from generation to generation. Hallelujah!’

Thou art holy and thy name fills us with awe, and
besides thee there is no God. As it is written, ‘And the
Lord of hosts is exalted in judgment, and the holy God 
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164 afternoon service for the day of atonement

is sanctified in righteousness.’ Blessed art thou, O Lord,
the holy King.

Thou hast chosen us from all people; thou hast loved
us and been pleased with us; thou hast exalted us in
holiness among all nations. Thou hast sanctified us by
thy commandments, and brought us near unto thy
service, O our King; thou hast called us by thy great and
holy name. And in love thou hast given us, O Lord, our
God, [on sabbath: this day of rest, and] this Day of
Atonement, even this day of holy convocation, for
forgiveness and atonement, and to pardon thereon all
our iniquities. 

Our God and God of our ancestors, pardon our
iniquities [on sabbath: on this day of rest, and] on this
Day of Atonement. Blot out and remove our trans-
gressions and our sins from thy sight. As it is said, ‘I,
even I, am he who for mine own sake blots out your
transgressions, and your sins I will not remember.’ And
it is said, ‘I have blotted out your transgressions as a
cloud, and your sins as a thick cloud. Return to me, for I
have redeemed you.’ And it is said, 

‘For on this day shall atonement be made for you, to
purify you. From all your sins you shall be clean before
the Lord.’

Our God and God of our ancestors, may our
remembrance ascend and come before thee; may it be
accepted and remembered, with remembrance of our
ancestors, remembrance of Jerusalem, thy holy city, and
remembrance of all thy people, the house of Israel, to
bring deliverance, well-being, grace, lovingkindness and
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165 afternoon service for the day of atonement

compassion [on sabbath: on this  day of rest, and] on this
Day of Atonement, to bestow mercy and salvation upon us. 

Remember us, O our God, this day for good. Amen. 

Visit us this day with thy blessing. Amen.

Preserve us this day for a good life. Amen.

As thou hast promised deliverance and compassion,
pardon us and save us, for our eyes are turned to thee,
gracious and merciful God and King.

Our God and God of our ancestors, reign in thy glory over
the whole world and be exalted in thy majesty over all the
earth. Shine forth in the excellence of thy supreme power
over all the inhabitants of the world. May every creature
acknowledge that thou hast created it, and every living
thing understand that thou hast fashioned it. May all who
have breath in their nostrils declare that the Lord God of
Israel reigns and that his kingdom is supreme over all.

Sanctify us with thy commandments and ordain our
portion to be in thy law. Satisfy us with thy goodness,
gladden us with thy salvation and purify our hearts that we
may worship thee in truth. 

For thou, O Lord God, art truth and thy word, O our
King, is truth and endures for ever. Blessed art thou,
O Lord, O King, who dost pardon and forgive our
iniquities and the iniquities of thy people the house of
Israel, and dost remove our trespasses from year to year.
Thou art King of the whole earth, who sanctifiest [on
sabbath: the Sabbath,] Israel and the Day of Atonement.
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166 afternoon service for the day of atonement

O Lord our God, let thy people Israel be acceptable to
thee, and have regard unto our prayers. Accept the prayers
of Israel with love and favour, and may the worship of thy
people Israel be ever pleasing to thee.

And in thine abundant mercy deign to regard us graciously
and be favourable unto us, and may our eyes behold thy
return in mercy to Zion. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who
restorest thy divine presence to Zion.

We gratefully acknowledge that thou art the Lord our God
and God of our ancestors for ever. Thou art our rock, the
rock of our lives, and the shield of our safety throughout all
generations. We will give thanks unto thee and declare thy
praise: for our lives, which are in thy hand, and for our souls
which are in thy charge, and for thy miracles, which are
with us every day, and for thy wonders and thy goodness,
which are with us at all times, at morning, noon and
evening. Thou art good,  for thy mercy never fails; thou art
merciful, for thy lovingkindness never ceases; for ever do
we put our trust in thee.

For all this, may thy name, O our King, be continually
blessed and exalted for ever and ever. All that lives shall
give thanks unto thee and shall praise and bless thy great
name in truth, O God, our salvation and our help. Blessed
art thou, O Lord, good is thy name and unto thee it is
fitting to give thanks.

Grant peace, happiness and blessing, life, grace and loving-
kindness, justice and mercy unto us. Bless us, even  all of us
together, O our Father, with the light of thy countenance.
For in the light of thy countenance thou dost give us,
O Lord our God, law and life, love and kindness, justice 
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167 afternoon service for the day of atonement

and mercy, blessing and peace. May it please thee to
bless thy people Israel with great strength and peace.

May we and all thy people Israel be remembered before
thee for life, sustenance, salvation and comfort. Grant us
a good life and peace. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who
blessest thy people Israel with peace. 

Our God and God of our ancestors, let our prayers come
before thee, and turn not from our supplications. Truly
we are not so hardened and stiff-necked as to declare in
thy presence, O Lord our God and the God of our
ancestors, that we are righteous and have not sinned. For
alas, both we and our ancestors have sinned. 

We have been careless, dishonest, greedy, slanderous,
wayward,  corrupting  and  presumptuous; 

We have acted violently, hidden the truth, urged evil,
used  deception,  been  scornful; 

We have rebelled, lacked respect, been overbearing,
done  wrong  and  gloried  in  it;

We have oppressed others, been stubborn, acted
wickedly,  been  destructive  and  violated  standards; 

We have gone astray and led others astray.

We have turned aside from thy commandments and thy
goodly precepts and it has not profited us. But thou art
righteous in all that has come upon us, for thou hast
dealt faithfully, but we have done wickedly.
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168 afternoon service for the day of atonement

For the sins which we have committed against thee under duress,

For the sins which we have committed against thee by choice,

For the sins which we have committed against thee in secret,

For the sins which we have committed against thee in public,

For the sins which we have committed against thee unwittingly,

For the sins which we have committed against thee deliberately,

For all of these, O God of forgiveness, pardon us, forgive us,
and grant us remission.

What shall we say unto thee, O thou who dwellest on
high? Or what shall we declare unto thee, who art
enthroned above? Behold, thou knowest the secret things
as well as the revealed. Thou knowest the hidden things of
the world and the most secret thoughts of all living. Thou
searchest all the inward parts and examinest the mind and
the heart. Nothing is concealed from thee. Nothing is
hidden from thy sight. May it be thy will, O Lord our
God and God of our ancestors, to pardon all our sins, to
forgive all our iniquities and to grant us remission for all
our transgressions.

O Lord, my God and God of my ancestors, I am here in
thy presence, full of shame and reproach. Teach me,
O Lord God, merciful and gracious King, to overcome my
inclinations so that I may bind myself to thee, so that I will
not sin; and what sins I have committed against thee, in thy
great mercy wipe them out, but not by means of severe
punishments.
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169 afternoon service for the day of atonement

My maker and shepherd, I, body and soul, am your creation.

You perceive all my thought; you discern my intention.

You measure my journeying, my steps, my relaxation.

If you help me, who can throw me down?

If you confine me, who but you can break my bonds?

in silence

My God, guard my tongue from evil and my lips from
telling lies. To those who speak ill of me may my soul be
silent and lowly as the dust to everyone. Open my heart
to thy law, that my soul may pursue thy commandments.
Frustrate speedily the designs and bring to nought the
schemes of those who rise up to do evil against me. 

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock and
my redeemer. 

May he who makes peace in his high heavens grant
peace unto us, unto all Israel, and unto all mankind. 

_____________

If only I could be the servant of God who made me,
My friends could all desert me, if He would but

befriend me.

If only I could be the servant of God who made me,
My friends could all desert me, if He would but

befriend me.
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170 afternoon service for the day of atonement

If only I could be the servant of God who made me,
My friends could all desert me, if He would but

befriend me.

I am reluctant to perform your will, in my vigour.

And so in old age what can I hope for? Of what be sure?

O God, heal me; for with you, God, is my cure.

When old age destroys me, and my strength forgets me,

Do not forsake me, my rock, do not reject me.

If only I could be the servant of God who made me,
My friends could all desert me, if He would but

befriend me.

Broken, despairing, I remain, fearful every minute.

Because of my mocking vanity I go naked, empty-handed.

And I am stained with my iniquity, for it is abundant.

It is sin that makes a division between you and me,

And prevents my eye from seeing the light of your glory.

If only I could be the servant of God who made me,
My friends could all desert me, if He would but

befriend me.

My inner heart yearns to be near you,

But my worldly cares drive me away from you.

My paths have strayed far from the way you pursue.

O God, help me to follow your truth. Give me instruction.

Lead me gently in judgement. Stay your conviction.

WSYK03DAYAtone2019prf4_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:34  Page 264



running head 171

T 294

WSYK03DAYAtone2019prf4_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:34  Page 267



171 afternoon service for the day of atonement

If only I could be the servant of God who made me,
My friends could all desert me, if He would but

befriend me.

_____________

Incline my heart to serve in your kingdom’s service. 

Cleanse my thoughts that I may know your divineness.

Do not delay your healing power in the days of my sickness.

Answer, my God. Do not chastise. Do not withhold reply.

Employ me again as your servant. Say: ‘Here am I.’

Come let us with deep humility bow down and lift our
hearts unto him who is the God of spirits. Peradventure
he may be gracious unto us and grant us relief. For
though our iniquities be many and we have not acted
uprightly, 

to the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness.

Surely the grace of the Lord is infinitely mightier than
our works. Come then, let us lean on his mercies and let
them be our trust; and we shall find shelter from the
wrath of our maker. For in what shall we take refuge if
not in them? Hasten, O humble mortals, to pour out
your supplication before him, for 

to the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness.
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172 afternoon service for the day of atonement

We know that we are unworthy to appear before him.
We forget not that he is the one glorious and majestic being.
But though we have forsaken his covenant, his mercy
prevails over all. Therefore, filled with awe, we approach
him this day in devout prayer, with souls that trust in him,
the God of pardon:

to the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness.

It is not for mortal man to hope that by his works he may
blot out his sins. Rather let him hasten to find help in prayer
and bow down with the submission of a servant before his
master. For God is ready to pardon those who await him,
and his gracious aid is extended from the four corners of the
earth:

to the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness.

Psalm 130
Song of ascents

Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord. 
Lord, hear my voice: let thine ears be attentive to the voice

of my supplications. 
If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who could

stand? 
But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be

feared. 
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word do I hope. 
My soul waits for the Lord more than they that watch for

the morning: more than they that watch for the
morning. 

Let Israel hope in the Lord: for with the Lord there is
lovingkindness, and with him is plenteous redemption. 

And he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities. 
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173 afternoon service for the day of atonement

Lord, hearken to thy suppliant people who need thine aid.
O our father, close not thine ear to thy children. O Lord,
out of the depths they cry unto thee in sore distress: dismiss
them not this day empty from thy presence. Blot out their
iniquities, remove their manifold sins, and if not for their
sake, grant it, O my rock, for thy sake. Blot out their
offence this day and accept their prayers as their tribute.
Dispose their hearts towards thee and graciously incline
thine ear. Regard their tears and gather thine erring flock.
Raise up for thyself a shepherd and mercifully visit thy fold.
O proclaim pardon to those that would regain the path of
rectitude and let them win thy grace in the solemn hour
of this service.

Pray hear our cries for help, O Lord, when we call to thee. 
Pray pardon through thy mercy, O Lord, the iniquity

of our unjust gains.

Hear, O Lord, the words with which I address thee; and
the sin in which I have been ensnared, pardon, O Lord.

Hear, O Lord, from thy heavenly abode, and the sins of
thy people, pardon, O Lord.

Hear, O Lord, on the day when I utter thy praise, and my
continual backsliding, pardon, O Lord.

Hear, O Lord, the frail and lowly penitent, and those
whose sins are as scarlet, pardon, O Lord.
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174 afternoon service for the day of atonement

Hear, O Lord, those who stand in awe before thee, and
pardon me, thy servant, O Lord.

Hear, O Lord, the hymns with which I praise thee, and
pardon my misdeeds, O Lord.

Hear, O Lord, the voice of the remnant of Jacob, and the
iniquity of every perverse heart, pardon, O Lord.

Pray hear our cries for help, O Lord, when we call to thee. 

Pray pardon through thy mercy, O Lord, the iniquity of our
unjust gains.

O Lord, hear; O Lord, pardon; O Lord, heed us and act. Do
not delay, O God, for thine own sake, for thy city and thy
people are called by thy name. 

Turn us back unto thee, O Lord, and we shall return. Renew
our days as of old. 

God the King, who sits on the throne of mercy, governs in
love and kindness and pardons the sins of his people, granting
abundant forgiveness to those who sin and pardon to those
who transgress, doing justice to the body and the soul, but not
according to the full weight of their wickedness. O God, thou
hast taught us thine attributes of goodness and mercy, as it is
written in thy Torah, ‘And the Lord descended in the cloud,
and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the
Lord. And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed: 

The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-
suffering and abundant in love and truth, preserving love and
kindness for thousands of generations, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, cleansing those who repent.’
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175 afternoon service for the day of atonement

It is our duty to praise the Lord of all, to ascribe
greatness to him who formed the world in the
beginning. He has chosen us from amongst all peoples
and has given us his Torah.

We bow and humble ourselves and give thanks in the
presence of the supreme king of kings, the Holy One,
blessed be he. He stretched out the heavens and laid
the foundations of the earth; his glorious throne is in
the heavens above, and the abode of his power is in the
loftiest heights. He is our God; there is no other. It is
true he is our King; there is none but him; as it is written
in the Torah: ‘This day, thou shalt know and take to
heart that the Lord he is God in the heavens above and
on the earth beneath: there is no other.’

We therefore hope in thee, O Lord our God, that we
may soon behold the glory of thy power, when idols will
be no more and superstition will have passed away;
when the world will be set right under the kingdom of
the Almighty; when all creation will call upon thy name
and thou wilt turn unto thyself all the wicked of the
earth. Then all the inhabitants of the earth will perceive
and know that unto thee every knee must bow, every
tongue must swear allegiance. Before thee, O Lord our
God, they will bow and humble themselves. Unto thy
glorious name they will give honour and accept the rule
of thy kingdom; and so thou wilt soon reign over them
for ever and ever. For the kingdom is thine and thou wilt
reign in glory for ever; as it is written in Torah, ‘The
Lord shall reign for ever and ever.’ And it is said, ‘The
Lord shall be King over all the earth; on that day the
Lord shall be One and his name One.’
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Memorial Service for the Day of Atonement
Prayer and thoughts for preliminary meditation

There is a beautiful legend that when Moses had to inform his
brother Aaron of his, Aaron’s, impending death, he sat down with
him and read from the Book of Genesis the narrative of the creation
of the world.

As Moses read of the creation of each day, he exclaimed, ‘How
beautiful and good was the creation of this day!’ But when he
reached the description of the creation of Adam, Moses said, ‘I do
not know what to say about the creation of man. How shall I call it
beautiful and good when the end of man is death?’ Aaron quickly
replied, ‘We must resign ourselves to the will of God.’

The Psalmist asks, ‘What is man, that thou art mindful of him? And
the son of man, that thou regardest him?’ ‘Thou hast made him
master over the works of thy hands’ – but not immortal. I feel pride
and sorrow; my emotions are all intermingled.

At this time I recall especially the memory of those with whom
I shared my joy and sorrow, pain and happiness, realising my own
mortality, determined that while I have breath in me I shall carry
their smile and love within me, endeavouring to gather strength
from their lives, and praying to have courage to face my loss.

Almighty God, give me courage and strength, so that the memory
of my loved ones may live within me for many years to come.

_____________

Rabbi Jose ben Qisma said: In the hour of departure from life,
neither silver nor gold nor precious stones nor pearls accompany us,
but only Torah and good works, as it is said ‘When you walk, it shall
lead you; when you lie down, it shall watch over you, and when you

WSYK03DAYAtone2019prf4_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:34  Page 277



177 memorial service for the day of atonement

awake it shall speak with you.’ When you walk, it shall lead you – in
this world; when you lie down, it shall watch over you – in the grave,
and when you awake it shall speak with you – in the world to come.

_____________

We should think of human life as a gift: ‘The Lord gave, and the
Lord has taken away; blessed be the Name of the Lord.’ We are
devastated by the loss of those we have loved; yet the measure of our
loss shows the joy that their lives have given, to them, to us, and to
others. We may take comfort from that.

All that lives must die; it is an inevitable part of life and we know
we must accept it. Let us think of the happiness we have had,
even though it has now gone. We can do so with less difficulty
when our loved ones have had a normal span of life. But our grief is
overwhelming when they have died prematurely; we feel that they,
and we, have been unjustly deprived. And yet, since life is a gift, we
cannot truly say that it comes with an entitlement to stay the normal
course. We still have to accept the loss, and we can ease our grief by
remembering the happiness and the good that the life of our loved
ones brought while it did last.

The human personality is so wonderful that we can hardly realise it
has all gone in a trice when life ends. It is natural therefore to hope
that it has not disappeared completely. Judaism, like various other
religions, came to foster this hope as an article of faith. It is a great
comfort to those who can accept it. But even those who cannot may
take comfort from the words of our prayer, ‘May their souls be
bound up in the bond of life.’ They have been a part of our life and
we cherish the memory, keeping them still as a part of our life.
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178 memorial service for the day of atonement

Answer the frail and humble worshippers, and forgive
their sin, O God, who hearest prayer. Prolong their years
in thy mercy, and grant them the fulfilment of all their
petitions. O God, who hearkenest to prayer, hear my
voice, thou who hearest all voices.

The days of man are like grass; as the blossom of the
field, so does he bloom. For the breeze passes over it and
it is gone; its place knows it no more. But the loving-
kindness of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting
for those who revere him, as is his righteousness unto
their children’s children.

Mark the innocent and behold the upright; for their end
is peace. The Lord redeems the soul of his servants; and
no guilt shall come to those who shelter in him.

O God, full of compassion, who dwellest on high, grant
perfect rest beneath the shelter of thy Presence, among
the exalted holy and pure who shine like the light of the
firmament, to the souls of our honoured and beloved
ones who have gone to their eternal home. We beseech
thee, Lord of compassion, shelter them for ever under
the cover of thy wings, and bind their souls in the bond
of life. The Lord is their inheritance; may they be at
peace in their place of rest. And let us say Amen.
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179 memorial service for the day of atonement

Kaddish

Magnified and sanctified be the great name of God
throughout the world which he has created according to
his will. May he establish his kingdom during your life and
during your days and during the life of the whole house of
Israel, speedily and before long; and say, Amen.

May his great name be blessed for ever and to all eternity.

Blessed, praised and glorified, exalted, extolled and
honoured, esteemed and lauded be the name of the Holy
One, blessed be he, though he be above all blessings and
hymns, praises and consoling words that are uttered in this
world; and say, Amen.

May abundant peace from heaven, and life, be granted
unto us and unto all Israel; and say, Amen. 

May he who makes peace in his high heavens grant peace
unto us and unto all Israel; and say, Amen.

the ark is closed
_____________

Address

_____________
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00 concluding service for the day of atonement180

Concluding Service
the ark is opened

O God, fearsome in deed, grant us pardon at the concluding
hour of this hallowed day. O God, fearsome in deed, grant us
pardon at the concluding hour of this hallowed day. 

They who are called ‘the few in number’ lift up their eyes to
thee and, with trembling, supplicate thee at the concluding
hour of this hallowed day. 

O God, fearsome in deed, grant us pardon at the
concluding hour of this hallowed day. 

They pour out their souls before thee; O remove their sin and
their deception, and grant them forgiveness at the concluding
hour of this hallowed day. 

O God, fearsome in deed, grant us pardon at the
concluding hour of this hallowed day. 

Shield and save them from calamity, and grant them joy and
gladness at the concluding hour of this hallowed day.

O God, fearsome in deed, grant us pardon at the
concluding hour of this hallowed day. 

Remember the righteousness of the patriarchs, and renew the
days of thy people as of old, at the concluding hour of this
hallowed day. 

O God, fearsome in deed, grant us pardon at the
concluding hour of this hallowed day. 

Proclaim, we beseech thee, ‘the year of acceptance’, and restore
honour and glory unto the remnant of thy flock at the
concluding hour of this hallowed day. 

O God, fearsome in deed, grant us pardon at the
concluding hour of this hallowed day. 
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לום הכפורים ה׆עילח      תפלת 

 

 

ֶניָך ְלַחּלֹות אנּוֽ ָאת   י.       פ  ְיַקְדמּו ֶוֱאֶמת ֶסדֽ חֶ  כִּ  
ֶניָך  נ ַאל נ א ׃ פ  ישֵׁ יבֵׁ  ַאל ּו . נ אְתבִּ ם נּוֽ ְתשִּ יק  רֵׁ  

ֶניָך ְּלפ  נּו ׃ ְסַלח מִּ נּו ּוְשַלח  .  ל ָֽ ה ל  ים ְישּוע  ְוַרֲחמִּ  
ְמעֹוֶנָך  ׃ מִּ  

ש  אנּו ֽ ָאת   ְמָך ְלַבקֵׁ ה מִּ ר  א ָאיֺם.   ַכפ  ב.   ְונוֺר  ְשג  מִּ  
תוֺת   הּבצ   ְלעִּ ינּו  ׃ ר  ָ֯נֵׁ   .  ְתַחיֵׁ ְמָך  .  נּוְתח  ּוְבשִּ  
ְק  אנִּ נּו ְסַלח ׃ ר  נּו ּוְשַלח .  ל ָֽ ה .  ל ָֽ ים  ְישּוע  ְוַרֲחמִּ  

ְמעֹוֶנָך    ׃ מִּ  

ל אֵׁ ה ל  יל  נ יו ֲאַחֶּלה.  אוֺחִּ ה.  פ  ֶמנּו  ֶאְשֲאל  ַמֲענֵׁה מִּ  
שוֺן     ְקַהל ֲאֶשר ׃ ל  ם ּבִּ יר ע  שִּ ה.  ֻעּזוֹ  א  יע  ַאּבִּ  
יו׃ ְּבַעד ְרנ נוֺת  ל  ְפע  ם מִּ י ְלָאד  ה בלֵׁ  ַמַעְרכֵׁ יהֹו  ּומֵׁ  

שוֺן ַמֲענֵׁה  ׃ ל   
 

עמידה           

ַתי ֲאֹדנ י ח ְשפ  ְפת  י . תִּ יד ּופִּ ּל תֶ  יַגִּ ׃ ָךֽ ְתהִּ  

רּוְך ה  ּב  היְ    ַאת  י  ינּו ֽ ֱאֹלהֵׁ    הֹו  אֹלהֵׁ י .   ינּוֽ ֲאבֹותֵׁ    וֵׁ ֱאֹלהֵׁ  
ם    ה  ק ..  ַאְבר  ְצח  י יִּ ה .  ֱאֹלהֵׁ ר  י ש  י ַיֲעֹקב . ֱאֹלהֵׁ אֹלהֵׁ וֵׁ  

ל ַהג דֹול  אֵׁ ל . ה  חֵׁ י ר  אֹלהֵׁ י לֵָׁאה . וֵׁ ה . ֱאֹלהֵׁ ְבק  י רִּ ֱאֹלהֵׁ
ים קֹונֵׁה  ים טֹובִּ דִּ ל ֲחס  ל ֶעְליֹון . גֹומֵׁ א . אֵׁ ּבֹור ְוַהנֹור  ַהגִּ

י  ְוזֹוכֵׁר   ַהֹכל . יא   .  ָאבֹות ַחְסדֵׁ בִּ ל  ּומֵׁ ְבנֵׁי גֹואֵׁ ְבנֵׁיֶהם   לִּ  
ה  ַעןֽ ְלַמָֽ  ׃ ְשמֹו ְּבַאֲהב   

ים .  נּוֽ ז ְָ֯כרֵׁ   ל  ַלַחיִּ ץ  ֶלְךֽ מֶ  אֵׁ פֵׁ ים  ח  ַען  .  ַּבַחיִּ            ְלַמָֽ
ים  יָךֽ ַרֲחמֶ  ים  ֱאֹלהִּ יעַ ֽ ּומֹושִּ    עֹוזֵׁר   ֶלְךֽ מֶ   .   ַחיִּ  

גֵׁן רּוְך    ׃    ּומ  ה      ּב  ה       ַאת  גֵׁן      .     ְיהֹו  ם        מ  ה  ַאְבר   
דּופ ה ֹוקֵׁ ר  ׃ ש   
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182 concluding service for the day of atonement

Thou, O Lord, art mighty for ever; thou revivest the
dead, and art mighty to save. Thou sustainest the living
in lovingkindness, revivest the dead with great mercy,
upholdest the fallen, and healest the sick; thou loosest
those who are in bonds, and keepest thy faith with those
who sleep in the dust. Who is like unto thee, O Lord
of mighty deeds, or who can be compared unto thee,
O King, who ordainest both life and death, and causest
salvation to spring forth? Thou art faithful to revive the
dead. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who revivest the dead.
Amen.

_____________

And thou art holy, thou who dwellest amidst the praises
of Israel.

Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth
is full of his glory.

Therefore let the fear of thee, O Lord, be upon all thy
works, and the awe of thee upon all thou hast created.
May all thy works revere thee and all creation bow down
before thee. May they all unite as one to perform thy will
with a perfect heart. For we know, O Lord our God, that
supreme power rests with thee, strength is in thy hand,
might is on thy right side and the awe of thy name is
upon all whom thou hast created.

WSYK03DAYAtone2019prf4_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:34  Page 286



running head 183

T 278

WSYK03DAYAtone2019prf4_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:34  Page 289



183 concluding service for the day of atonement

Let honour, O Lord, be upon thy people, glory upon
those who revere thee, goodly hope with those who seek
thee, and confidence with those who wait for thee.
Grant joy unto thy land, gladness unto thy city, speedily
in our days. 

And the righteous shall see it and be glad. And the
upright shall rejoice and the pious exult in song. But
iniquity shall be dumb. All wickedness shall vanish like
smoke. For thou shalt remove the rule of tyranny from
the earth.

And thou, O Lord, alone shalt reign over all thy works,
on mount Zion, the residence of thy glory, and in
Jerusalem, the city of thy sanctuary; as it is written in thy
holy word: ‘The Lord will reign for ever; even thy God,
O Zion, from generation to generation. Hallelujah!’

Thou art holy and thy name fills us with awe, and
besides thee there is no God. As it is written, ‘And the
Lord of hosts is exalted in judgment, and the holy God
is sanctified in righteousness.’ Blessed art thou, O Lord,
the holy King.

Thou hast chosen us from all people; thou hast loved us
and been pleased with us; thou hast exalted us in
holiness among all nations. Thou hast sanctified us by
thy commandments, and brought us near unto thy
service, O our King; thou hast called us by thy great and
holy name.
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184 concluding service for the day of atonement

And in love thou hast given us, O Lord, our God, [on
sabbath, this day of rest, and] this Day of Atonement,
even this day of holy convocation, for forgiveness and
atonement, and to pardon thereon all our iniquities. 

Our God and God of our ancestors, pardon our iniquities
[on sabbath, on this day of rest, and] on this Day of
Atonement. Blot out and remove our transgressions and
our sins from thy sight. As it is said, ‘I, even I, am he who
for mine own sake blots out your transgressions, and your
sins I will not remember.’ And it is said, 

‘I have blotted out your transgressions as a cloud, and
your sins as a thick cloud. Return to me, for I have
redeemed you.’ And it is said, 
‘For on this day shall atonement be made for you, to
purify you. From all your sins you shall be clean before
the Lord.’

Our God and God of our ancestors, may our remembrance
ascend and come before thee; may it be accepted and
remembered, with remembrance of our ancestors, remem-
brance of Jerusalem, thy holy city, and remembrance of all
thy people, the house of Israel, to bring deliverance, well-
being, grace, lovingkindness and compassion [on sabbath,
on this day of rest, and] on this Day of Atonement, to
bestow mercy and salvation upon us.

Remember us, O our God, this day for good. Amen. 

Visit us this day with thy blessing. Amen.

Preserve us this day for a good life. Amen.
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185 concluding service for the day of atonement

As thou hast promised deliverance and compassion,
pardon us and save us, for our eyes are turned to thee,
gracious and merciful God and King.

Our God and God of our ancestors, reign in thy glory
over the whole world and be exalted in thy majesty over
all the earth. Shine forth in the excellence of thy
supreme power over all the inhabitants of the world.
May every creature acknowledge that thou hast created
it, and every living thing understand that thou hast
fashioned it. May all who have breath in their nostrils
declare that the Lord God of Israel reigns and that his
kingdom is supreme over all.

Sanctify us with thy commandments and ordain our
portion to be in thy law. Satisfy us with thy goodness,
gladden us with thy salvation and purify our hearts that
we may worship thee in truth. 

For thou, O Lord God, art truth and thy word, O our
King, is truth and endures for ever. Blessed art thou,
O Lord, O King, who dost pardon and forgive our
iniquities and the iniquities of thy people the house of
Israel, and dost remove our trespasses from year to year.
Thou art King of the whole earth, who sanctifiest [on
sabbath: the Sabbath,] Israel and the Day of Atonement.

O Lord our God, let thy people Israel be acceptable to
thee, and have regard unto our prayers. Accept the
prayers of Israel with love and favour, and may the
worship of thy people Israel be ever pleasing to thee.
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186 concluding service for the day of atonement

And in thine abundant mercy deign to regard us graciously
and be favourable unto us, and may our eyes behold thy
return in mercy to Zion. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who
restorest thy divine presence to Zion.

We gratefully acknowledge that thou art the Lord our God
and God of our ancestors for ever. Thou art our rock, the
rock of our lives, and the shield of our safety throughout all
generations. We will give thanks unto thee and declare thy
praise: for our lives, which are in thy hand, and for our
souls, which are in thy charge, and for thy miracles, which
are with us every day, and for thy wonders and thy
goodness, which are with us at all times, at morning, noon
and evening. Thou art good, for thy mercy never fails; thou
art merciful, for thy lovingkindness never ceases; for ever
do we put our trust in thee.

For all this, may thy name, O our King, be continually
blessed and exalted for ever and ever. All that lives shall
give thanks unto thee and shall praise and bless thy great
name in truth, O God, our salvation and our help. Blessed
art thou, O Lord, good is thy name and unto thee it is
fitting to give thanks.

Grant peace, happiness and blessing, life, grace and
lovingkindness, justice and mercy unto us. Bless us, even
all of us together, O our Father, with the light of thy
countenance. For in the light of thy countenance thou dost
give us, O Lord our God, law and life, love and kindness,
justice and mercy, blessing and peace. May it please thee to
bless thy people Israel with great strength and peace.
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187 concluding service for the day of atonement

May we and all thy people Israel be remembered before thee
for life, sustenance, salvation and comfort. Grant us a good
life and peace. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who blessest thy
people Israel with peace. 

Our God and God of our ancestors, let our prayers come
before thee, and turn not from our supplications. Truly we
are not so hardened and stiff-necked as to declare in thy
presence, O Lord our God and God of our ancestors, that
we are righteous and have not sinned.  For alas, both we and
our ancestors have sinned. 

We have been careless, dishonest, greedy, slanderous,
wayward, corrupting and presumptuous; 

We have acted violently, hidden the truth, urged evil, used
deception, been scornful; 

We have rebelled, lacked respect, been overbearing, done
wrong and gloried in it;

We have oppressed others, been stubborn, acted wickedly,
been destructive and violated standards; 

We have gone astray and led others astray.

We have turned aside from thy commandments and thy
goodly precepts and it has not profited us. But thou art
righteous in all that has come upon us, for thou hast dealt
faithfully, but we have acted wickedly.

What shall we say unto thee, O thou who dwellest on high?
Or what shall we declare unto thee, who art enthroned
above? Behold, thou knowest the secret things as well as the
revealed.

Thou dost put forth thy hand to transgressors, and thy right
hand is stretched out to receive the penitent. Thou hast
taught us, O Lord our God, to make confession to thee
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188 concluding service for the day of atonement

of all our iniquities, so that we may cease from the violence of
our hands. Surely thou wilt receive our sincere repentance as
incense, for the sake of the word which thou hast spoken. There
would be no end to the sacrifices due for our sins; and the
oblations due for our trespasses would be without number. But
thou knowest that our end will be the worm; therefore hast thou
multiplied unto us the means of pardon. What are we? What is
our life? What is our kindness, what our righteousness, what our
help, what our strength, what our might? What can we say unto
thee, O Lord our God and God of our ancestors? Are not the
mightiest heroes as nought before thee, men of renown as if they
had not existed, wise men as if they were without knowledge
and men of understanding as if they were without intelligence?
For most of what we accomplish is worthless and the days of our
life are as a breath in thy sight. Even the pre-eminence of man
above the beast is nought, for all is vanity except the pure soul,
which must hereafter submit to judgment before the throne of
thy glory.

Thou didst distinguish frail humanity from the beginning and
didst acknowledge us worthy to stand in thy presence. Yet who
can say unto thee, ‘What doest thou?’ Even if we be righteous,
what can we give thee? But thou of thy love hast given us,
O Lord our God, [on sabbath: this day of rest and] this Day of
Atonement, as a day of forgiveness to end all our iniquities, so
that we may cease from the violence of our hands, and so that we
may return to thee to do the statutes of thy will with an upright
heart. In thine abundant mercy, have compassion upon us, for
thou dost not delight in the destruction of the world; as it is said,
‘Seek ye the Lord while he may be found; call ye upon him while
he is near.’ And it is said, ‘Let the wicked leave his path and the
unrighteous his thoughts. Let him return unto the Lord for he
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189 concluding service for the day of atonement

will have compassion on him and unto our God for he
will abundantly pardon.’ For thou, O God of forgiveness,
art gracious and compassionate, long-suffering, great in
mercy and abundant in goodness. Thou delightest in the
repentance of the wicked and hast no pleasure in their
death, as it is said, ‘Say unto them, As I live, says the Lord
God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but
that the wicked turn from his evil way and live. Turn ye,
turn from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of
Israel?’ And it is said, ‘Have I any pleasure in the death
of the wicked?’ says the Lord God. ‘Is it not my desire that
the wicked should turn from evil ways and live?’ And it is
said, ‘For I have no pleasure in the death of one who dies,’
says the Lord God, ‘therefore turn and live.’ For thou
pardonest Israel and grantest remission of sins unto the
tribes of Jeshurun throughout all generations, and besides
thee we have no king who pardons and forgives.

O Lord, my God and God of my ancestors, I am here in
thy presence, full of shame and reproach. Teach me, O
Lord God, merciful and gracious King, to overcome my
inclinations so that I may bind myself to thee, so that I will
not sin; and what sins I have committed against thee, in thy
great mercy wipe them out, but not by means of severe
punishments.

My God, guard my tongue from evil and my lips from
telling lies. To those who speak ill of me may my soul be
silent and lowly as the dust to everyone. Open my heart to
thy law, that my soul may pursue thy commandments.
Frustrate speedily the designs and bring to nought the
schemes of those who rise up to do evil against me. 

WSYK03DAYAtone2019prf4_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:34  Page 300



running head 190

§ 

§ 

§ 

T 280

T 284

T 280

WSYK03DAYAtone2019prf4_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:34  Page 303



190 concluding service for the day of atonement

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock and my
redeemer. 

May he who makes peace in his high heavens grant peace
unto us, unto all Israel, and unto all mankind.  

_____________

Open for us the gate of mercy at this hour of closing the
gates of prayer, for the day declines.

The day declines, the sun is going down and waning.
Let  us  come  now  to  thy  gates.

O omnipotent God, forbear, we beseech thee; forgive us,
pardon us, we beseech thee; have compassion and mercy
upon us; grant us expiation, and subdue our sin and
iniquity.

Forgive us, O our Father, for we have sinned; pardon us,
O our king, for we have transgressed. For thou, O Lord, art
good and ready to pardon, and of abundant mercy unto all
those who call on thee.

For forgiveness is with thee, that thou mayest be feared.
If thou, O Lord, shouldst strictly mark iniquities, O Lord,
who could stand?

As a parent has compassion on his children, so have
compassion upon us, O Lord. To the Lord appertains
salvation: may thy blessing be upon thy people. Selah. The
Lord of hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge.
Selah. O Lord of hosts, happy is the man who trusts in
thee. Save us, O Lord, O King, answer us on the day when
we call.
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191 concluding service for the day of atonement

Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this people according
to the greatness of thy mercy, and as thou hast forgiven this
people from Egypt until now. And the Lord said, ‘I have
pardoned according to your prayer’.

O my God, incline thine ear and hear; open thine eyes, and
behold our devastation and that of the city which is called
by thy name; for we do not present our supplications before
thee by reason of our righteousness but of thine abundant
mercy.’ O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and
act: delay not for thine own sake, O my God, for thy city
and thy people are called  by  thy  name.

God the King, who sits on the throne of mercy, governs in
love and kindness and pardons the sins of his people, granting
abundant forgiveness to those who sin and pardon to those
who transgress, doing justice to the body and the soul, but not
according to the full weight of their wickedness. O God, thou
hast taught us thine attributes of goodness and mercy, as it is
written in the Torah, ‘And the Lord descended in the cloud,
and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the
Lord. And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed: 

The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-
suffering and abundant in love and truth, preserving
love and kindness for thousands of generations,
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, cleansing
those who repent.’
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192 concluding service for the day of atonement

Remember the covenant of Abraham and the binding of
Isaac on the altar; and bring back the captives of the tents
of Jacob, and save us for the sake of thy name. O thou mighty
redeemer, redeem us for thine own sake. Behold our power
is gone, our pious men have passed away and we have none
to plead our cause. Turn, therefore, with mercy towards the
remnant of Israel and save us for the sake of thy name.
Remember the covenant of Abraham and the binding of
Isaac on the altar; and bring back the captives of the tents of
Jacob, and save us for the sake of thy name.

May the cry of those who fear thee ascend before thy glorious
throne. Grant the request of the people who acknowledge thy
unity, O thou how hearest the prayers of those who come
before thee.

Israel finds in the Lord everlasting salvation. May thy people
this day be saved by thy decree, O thou who dwellest on high,
for thou art the Lord of forgiveness and mercy.

The shadow of his hand will shelter us, under the wings of
the divine presence; he will be gracious unto us when he tries
the perverse heart, to order it aright. Arise our God, we
beseech thee. Uphold us now, O our strength. O Lord, hear
our cry!

Most high God, who dwellest in the secret place, announce
unto us, ‘I have pardoned’; and with thy right hand save thy
frail and lowly people. When we in reverence call on thee,
answer us graciously. O Lord, be thou our help.

The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-
suffering and abundant in love and truth, preserving
love and kindness for thousands of generations, for-
giving iniquity and transgression and sin, cleansing
those who repent. 

Pardon our iniquity and our sin and take us for thy heritage.

WSYK03DAYAtone2019prf4_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:34  Page 306



running head 193

§ 

§

T 281

T 296

WSYK03DAYAtone2019prf4_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:34  Page 309



193 concluding service for the day of atonement

I remember, O God, and am troubled when I see every city
built upon its secure foundation but the city of God ruined
and razed to the ground. Yet for all this, we belong to the
Lord and to the Lord we lift up our eyes:

The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious,
long-suffering and abundant in love and truth,
preserving love and kindness for thousands of
generations, forgiving iniquity and transgression and
sin, cleansing those who repent. Pardon our iniquity
and our sin and take us for thy heritage.

Have mercy, we beseech thee, on the congregations of
Jeshurun: forgive and pardon their iniquity and save us,
O God of our salvation.

Open the gates of heaven; open thy good treasure for us.
Help us; do not extend our estrangement from thee; and
save us, O Lord of our salvation.

Hear our voice, O Lord our God, be gracious and
compassionate towards us and accept our prayers with
favour and mercy. Bring us back unto thee, O Lord, and we
will return: renew our days as of old. Give ear unto our
words, O Lord, consider our meditations. May the words
of our mouths and the meditation of our hearts be
acceptable in thy presence, O Lord, our rock and our
redeemer. Cast us not out from thy presence and take not
thy holy spirit from us. Cast us not off in old age; forsake us
not when our strength fails. Forsake us not, O Lord our
God; be not far from us. For in thee, O Lord, we hope;
thou wilt answer us, O Lord our God.
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194 concluding service for the day of atonement

Our God and God of our ancestors, forsake us not, cast
us not off, put us not to shame and do not annul thy
convenant with us. Draw us near to thy law, teach us
thy precepts and show us thy ways. Dispose us to revere
thy name and circumcise our hearts to love thee, that we
may return unto thee in truth and in sincerity. And for
the sake of thy great name pardon and forgive our
iniquities, as it is written in thy holy word, ‘For the sake
of thy name, O Lord, pardon our iniquity, for it is great.’

Our God and God of our ancestors, pardon us, forgive
us and grant us remission. 

For we are thy people and thou art our God. 

We are thy children and thou art our parent. 

We are thy servants and thou art our master. 

We are thy congregation and thou art our portion.

We are thy inheritance and thou art our destiny.

We are thy flock and thou art our shepherd. 

We are thy vineyard and thou art our keeper. 

We are thy handiwork and thou art our maker. 

We are thy love and thou art our beloved. 

We are thy chosen and thou art our God.

We are thy people and thou art our King.

We are thine acknowledged people and thou art 
our acknowledged God.
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195 concluding service for the day of atonement

We are obdurate but thou art merciful and gracious. We
are stiff-necked but thou art long-suffering. We are full of
iniquity but thou art full of mercy. As for us, our days are as
a passing shadow, but thou art ever the same and thy years
have no end.

O Lord, let our prayers come before thee and turn not from
our supplications. We are not so obdurate and stiff-necked as
to declare in thy presence, O Lord our God and God of our
ancestors, that we are righteous and have not sinned, for we
and our ancestors have sinned. 

We have been careless, dishonest, greedy, slanderous,
wayward, corrupting and presumptuous; 

We have acted violently, hidden the truth, urged evil, used
deception, been scornful; 

We have rebelled, lacked respect, been overbearing, done
wrong and gloried in it;

We have oppressed others, been stubborn, acted wickedly,
been destructive and violated standards; 

We have gone astray and led others astray.

We have turned aside from thy commandments and thy
goodly precepts and it has not profited us. But thou art
righteous in all that has come upon us, for thou hast dealt
faithfully,  but we have acted wickedly.

What shall we say unto thee, O thou who dwellest on high,
or what shall we declare unto thee who art enthroned
above? Behold, thou knowest the secret things as well as
the revealed.

Thou dost put forth thy hand to transgressors, and thy right
hand is stretched out to receive the penitent. Thou hast
taught us, O Lord our God, to make confession to thee of
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all our iniquities, so that we may cease from the violence
of our hands. Surely thou wilt receive our sincere repentance
as incense, for the sake of the word which thou hast spoken.
There would be no end to the sacrifices due for our sins;
and the oblations due for our trespasses would be without
number. But thou knowest that our end will be the worm;
therefore hast thou multiplied unto us the means of pardon.
What are we? What is our life? What is our kindness, what
our righteousness, what our help, what our strength, what our
might? What can we say unto thee, O Lord our God and
God of our ancestors? Are not the mightiest heroes as
nought before thee, men of renown as if they had not existed,
wise men as if they were without knowledge and men of
understanding as if they were without intelligence? For most
of what we accomplish is worthless and the days of our life are
as a breath in thy sight. Even the pre-eminence of man above
the beast is nought, for all is vanity except the pure soul,
which must hereafter submit to judgment before the throne
of thy glory.

Thou didst distinguish frail humanity from the beginning
and didst acknowledge us worthy to stand in thy presence.
Yet who can say unto thee, ‘What doest thou?’ Even if we
be righteous, what can we give thee? But thou of thy love
hast given us, O Lord our God, [on sabbath: this day of rest
and] this Day of Atonement, as a day of forgiveness to end
all our iniquities, so that we may cease from the violence of
our hands, and so that we may return to thee to do the
statutes of thy will with an upright heart. In thine abundant
mercy, have compassion upon us, for thou dost not delight
in the destruction of the world; as it is said, ‘Seek ye the
Lord while he may be found; call ye upon him while he is
near.’ And it is said, ‘Let the wicked leave his path and the
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unrighteous his thoughts. Let him return unto the Lord for
he will have compassion on him and unto our God for he
will abundantly pardon.’ For thou, O God of forgiveness, art
gracious and compassionate, long-suffering, great in mercy
and abundant in goodness. Thou delightest in the repentance
of the wicked and hast no pleasure in their death, as it is
said, ‘Say unto them, As I live, says the Lord God, I have
no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked
turn from his evil way and live. Turn ye, turn from your evil
ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?’ And it is said,
‘Have I any pleasure in the death of the wicked?’ says the
Lord God. ‘Is it not my desire that the wicked should turn
from evil ways and live?’ And it is said, ‘For I have no pleasure
in the death of one who dies,’ says the Lord God, ‘therefore
turn and live.’

Our God and God of our ancestors, pardon our iniquities
[on sabbath: on this day of rest, and] on this Day of Atonement.
Blot out and remove our transgressions and our sins from
thy sight. As it is said, ‘I, even I, am he who for mine own
sake blots out your transgressions, and your sins I will not
remember.’ And it is said, 

‘I have blotted out your transgressions as a cloud, and your
sins as a thick cloud. Return to me, for I have redeemed you.’
And it is said, 

‘For on this day shall atonement be made for you, to purify
you. From all your sins you shall be clean before the Lord.’

Our God and God of our ancestors, may our remembrance
ascend and come before thee; may it be accepted and remem-
bered, with remembrance of our ancestors, remembrance of
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Jerusalem, thy holy city, and remembrance of all thy people,
the house of Israel, to bring deliverance, well-being, grace,
lovingkindness and compassion [on sabbath: on this day of
rest, and] on this Day of Atonement, to bestow mercy and
salvation upon us.

Remember us, O our God, this day for good. Amen. 

Visit us this day with thy blessing. Amen.

Preserve us this day for a good life. Amen.

As thou hast promised deliverance and compassion, pardon
us and save us, for our eyes are turned to thee, gracious and
merciful God and King.

Our God and God of our ancestors, reign in thy glory over
the whole world and be exalted in thy majesty over all the
earth. Shine forth in the excellence of thy supreme power
over all the inhabitants of the world. May every creature
acknowledge that thou hast created it, and every living thing
understand that thou hast fashioned it. May all who have
breath in their nostrils declare that the Lord God of Israel
reigns and that his kingdom is supreme over all.

Sanctify us with thy commandments and ordain our portion
to be in thy law. Satisfy us with thy goodness, gladden us with
thy salvation and purify our hearts that we may worship thee
in truth. 

For thou, O Lord God, art truth and thy word, O our King, is
truth and endures for ever. Blessed art thou, O Lord, O King,
who dost pardon and forgive our iniquities and the iniquities
of thy people the house of Israel, and dost remove our
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Psalm 32
A psalm of David, Maschil

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered. 

Blessed is the one unto whom the Lord imputes not iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no guile. 

When I kept silence, my bones were worn out with
groaning all the day long. 

For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture
is turned into the drought of summer. Selah. 

I acknowledge my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have
I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the
Lord; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah. 

For this shall all the faithful pray unto thee in a time when
thou mayest be found: surely when the flood waters rise
they shall not come near them. 

Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from
trouble; thou shalt compass me about with songs of
deliverance. Selah. 

I will instruct you and teach you in the way which you
shall go: I will guide you with mine eye. 

Be not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no
understanding: whose mouth must be held in with
bit and bridle, lest they come near you. 

Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: but they that trust
in the Lord, mercy shall compass them about. 

Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, all you righteous, and
shout for joy, all you that are upright in heart. 

_____________

trespasses from year to year. Thou art King of the whole
earth, who sanctifiest [on sabbath: the Sabbath,] Israel and the
Day of Atonement.
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Our Father our King, we have sinned before thee.
Our Father our King, we have no King but thee.
Our Father our King, consider us, for the sake of thy name.
Our Father our King, give us a good new year.
Our Father our King, do not let the children of thy covenant

be destroyed by disease, the sword, famine,
imprisonment, destruction and plague.

Our Father our King, send perfect health to the sick of
thy people.

Our Father our King, remember that we are but dust.
Our Father our King, pardon us and forgive all our iniquities.
Our Father our King, blot out our sins and remove them

from thy sight.
Our Father our King, remember us for a happy life.
Our Father our King, remember us and think well of us on

the Day of Memorial.
Our Father our King, make salvation blossom for us soon.
Our Father our King, may the radiance of thy people Israel

reach up to thee.
Our Father our King, cause us to return unto thy presence

in perfect repentance.
Our Father our King, hear our voice, spare us and have

compassion upon us.
Our Father our King, receive our prayers with mercy and

willingness.
Our Father our King, let this hour be an hour of compassion

and a season of thy good will.
Our Father our King, consider us for thy sake, if not for ours.
Our Father our King, dismiss us not empty handed from

thy presence.
_____________

WSYK03DAYAtone2019prf4_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:34  Page 322



running head 201

§ 

T 296

T 297

T 297

WSYK03DAYAtone2019prf4_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:34  Page 325



201 concluding service for the day of atonement

Our Father our King, be gracious unto us and answer us.
We can claim nothing by virtue of our deeds. Deal
mercifully and graciously with us, and deliver us.

_____________

Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One.

Blessed be the name of his glorious kingdom for ever
and ever.

The Lord he is God! The Lord he is God!

the ark is closed

_____________

tekiah gedolah

_____________

Havdalah

See how God is my salvation! I trust and shall not fear,
for God the Lord is my strength and song, and has
become my salvation! And you shall draw water with joy
from the wells of salvation. Deliverance comes from the
Lord; may thy blessing be on your people! The Lord of
all creation is with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge.
The Lord of hosts, praiseworthy is the one who trusts in
him. The Lord will save, the King will answer on the day
when we call. The Jews had light and joy, gladness and
honour – so may it be for us too.

I lift the cup of salvation and call in the name of the
Lord.
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Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the
universe, who distinguishest between holy and profane,
between light and darkness, between Israel and the
nations, between the seventh day and the six working
days. 

Blessed art Thou O Lord, who distinguishest between
holy and ordinary.

Elijah the prophet

Elijah the Tishbite,

Elijah the man of Gilead

May he come to us soon,

With the Messiah, son of David. 

_____________

Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the
universe, who createst the fruit of the vine.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the
universe, who createst different kinds of spices.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the
universe, who createst the light of the fire.
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Readings for Reflection

I

Our God who art in heaven, hear our voice,
and accept our prayer favourably.

Our God who art in heaven, remember thy covenant, 
and do not forget us.

O God, do not forget any of us;
O God, do not forget humanity.

O God, let us not forget you.
Amen

albert h. friedlander
(1927–2004, written in 1987)

II

No human being can be separated from the life-giving force of
repentance, from the Kol Nidre . . .  ‘It is permitted to pray with
those who have transgressed,’ but we have all transgressed; we have
all made promises in the past year which we have not kept; we have
all committed unworthy actions of which we are ashamed. We are all
guilty . . . The Mishna (Yoma, 8) declares, ‘Yom Kippur and repentance
atone for transgressions of man in his relation to God, but for
transgressions between man and man there is no expiation in the Day
of Atonement, until the wronged act has been rectified.’ That is why
Kol Nidre, that dark song of the night of repentance, is also the song
of hope. There is so much that we have done that we want to undo.
Knowing our weaknesses, recognising them in our neighbours, there is
so much for which we want to be forgiven; and there is so much which
we can forgive.

albert h. friedlander
(written in 1978)
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III

Every man should view himself as equally balanced: half good, and half
evil. Likewise, he should see the entire world as half good, half evil . . .
So that with a single good deed he will tip the scales for himself, and
for the entire world, to the side of good.

maimonides (1135–1204)

IV

Scripture must be interpreted according to its plain, natural sense, and
the meaning of each word according to the context. However, tradi-
tional exposition may also be taken to heart; as it is said, ‘Is not
my word like fire?’ – consisting of many sparks – ‘and like a hammer
that breaketh a rock in pieces?’ – and, therefore, capable of various
explanations.                                                                               rashi (1040–1105)

V
let man remember

Let man remember all the days of his life
He moves at the grave’s request.
He goes a little journey every day
And thinks he is at rest;
Like someone lying on board a ship
Which flies at the wind’s behest.

moses ibn ezra (c.1055-1138)

VI

We had to learn ourselves and, furthermore, we had to teach the
despairing men [in the concentration camp], that it did not really
matter what we expected from life, but rather what life expected from
us. We needed to stop asking about the meaning of life, and instead to
think of ourselves as those who were being questioned by life – daily
and hourly. Our answer must consist not in talk and meditation, but
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in right action and in right conduct. Life ultimately means taking the
responsibility to find the right answer to its problems and to fulfill the
tasks which it constantly sets for each individual.

victor e. frankl
(1905–1997, written in 1946)

VII

If man were able to survey at a glance all he has done in the course of
his life, what would he feel? He would be terrified at the extent of his
own power. To bind all we have done to our conscience or to our mind
would be like trying to tie a torrent to a reed. Even a single deed
generates an endless set of effects, initiating more than the most
powerful man is able to master or predict. A single deed may place the
lives of countless men in the chains of its unpredictable effects. All
we own is a passing intention, but what comes about will outlive and
surpass our power. Gazing soberly at the world, man is often overcome
with a fear of action, a fear that, without knowledge of God’s ways,
turns to despair.                                                     a. j .  heschel (1907-1972)

VIII
my soul

Locked in a primordial solitude
Enclosed in its own silence
Infinite and shapeless, with no past, no future
My soul contains Time and Space
And like an errant star touring eternity
Relays images of another reality.

Standing still even though I move
I am carried along towards the last frontier
Timing time in relation to human existence
Reducing life to the few moments that really count
Knowing everything though knowing nothing.
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To my soul everything is revealed
The living fount enabling to go beyond
To transcend beginnings and ends
Allowing to soar in the great fields of light
To lose sight of myself in wondrous oblivion
Freed in the gilded clouds of my twilight.

colette littman (2011)

IX

Every day is a day of destiny, and every hour man is weighed in the
scales of everlasting truth. But custom blunts the senses. The strident
notes of the ancient ram’s horn reverberating through the centuries
announce a new day marked out for remembrance, for judgment, and
for resolve . . . . On the tenth day of penitence, on the great white day of
the Fast, man is all too conscious of his weakness and his sin. The days
just gone and the advent of the Sabbath of Sabbaths have humbled
him. God’s pity and grace remain. Bowed down and with tears of
resignation man seeks reconciliation and peace in the presence of his
heavenly Father. The day is calm and sweet, a foretaste of eternity. Into
that short compass of the hours from sunset to sunset is poured the
measureless treasure of all-forgiving love.

harold f. reinhart
(1891–1969, written in 1956)

X
on death

I was stirred to visit the resting place
Of my parents and all my true friends.
I questioned them, but they neither heard
Nor answered me. Have even, I asked,
My own mother and father betrayed me?
Without speaking they called to me
And showed me my own place beside them.

moses ibn ezra (c.1055–1138)
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XI
slaves and masters

There are graves of a primeval age
In which people sleep eternally.
No jealousy, no hatred exists there
There is no love among neighbours, no enmity.
And when I see them, I cannot determine
Which were slaves, which had the mastery.

moses ibn ezra 

XII
near and far

A disciple asked the Baal Shem Tov: ‘Why is it that one who clings to
God and knows he is close to him, sometimes experiences a sense of
interruption and remoteness?’ 

The Baal Shem explained: ‘When a father sets out to teach his
little son to walk, he stands in front of him and holds his two hands on
either side of the child, so that he cannot fall, and the boy goes toward
his father between his father’s hands. But the moment he is close to
his father,he moves away a little, and holds his hands farther apart,
and he does this over and over, so that the child may learn to walk.’

martin buber (1878–1965)

XIII
sorrow and joy

When asked which is the right way, that of sorrow or that of joy, Levi
Yitzchak of Berditchev said: ‘There are two kinds of sorrow and two
kinds of joy. When a person broods over his misfortunes, when he
cowers in a corner and despairs of help – that is a bad kind of sorrow,
concerning which it is said, ‘The Shechinah [Divine Presence] does not
dwell in a place of dejection.’ The other kind [of sorrow] is the honest
grief of a man who knows what he lacks. The same is true for joy. One
who is devoid of inner substance and, in the midst of empty pleasures,
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neither feels that, nor tries to fill his lack, is a fool. [In contrast,] one
who is truly joyful is like a man whose house has burned down, who
feels his need deep in his soul and begins to build anew. Over every
stone that is laid, his heart rejoices.’                  martin buber (1878–1965)

XIV

I am a Jew, because the faith of Israel 
demands no abdication of my mind!
I am a Jew, because the faith of Israel 

asks every possible sacrifice of my soul!
I am a Jew, because in all places 

where there are tears and suffering the Jew weeps.
I am a Jew, because in every age 

where the cry of despair is heard the Jew hopes.
edmond fleg

(1874–1963, written in 1928)

XV
a story

Every Friday during the month of Elul the Rabbi of Nemirov would
vanish. He was nowhere to be seen. Where could the Rabbi be? In
heaven, no doubt, the people thought, asking God to bring peace in the
New Year.

Where could the Rabbi be? A villager decided to find out.
One night he sneaked into the Rabbi’s home, slid under the

Rabbi’s bed, and waited. Just before dawn, the Rabbi awakened, got
out of bed, and began to dress. He put on rough trousers, high boots, a
big hat, a coat, and a wide belt. He put a rope in his pocket, tucked an
axe in his belt, and left the house. The villager followed.

The Rabbi crept in the shadows to woods at the edge of town.
He took the axe, chopped down a small tree, and split it into logs.
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Then he bundled the wood, tied it with the rope, put it on his back,
and began walking. 

He stopped beside a small broken-down shack and knocked at the
window.

‘Who is there?’ asked the frightened, sick woman inside.
‘I, Vassil the peasant,’ answered the Rabbi, entering the house.

‘I have wood to sell.’
‘I am a poor widow. Where will I get the money?’ she asked.
‘I’ll lend it to you,’ replied the Rabbi.
‘How will I pay you back?’ asked the woman.
‘I will trust you,’ said the Rabbi.
The Rabbi put the wood into the stove, kindled the fire, and left

without a word.
Now whenever anyone reports that the Rabbi has gone to heaven,

the villager only adds quietly, ‘If not higher.’ 
Adapted from a Yiddish tale by                        

isaac leib  pere tz (1852–1915)

XVI

‘Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord’ (Psalm 150: 6). Our
Rabbis of blessed memory (Genesis Rabbah 14: 9) interpret this verse
to mean that man should praise his Maker for every breath he draws.
For at every moment the soul wishes to leave the body, but the Holy
One, blessed be He, restrains it. It follows that man becomes a new
creature at every moment of his life. Man can gain encouragement
from this when the thought enters his head at the time of prayer and
worship, ‘How dare you, so base a man, full of sin and iniquity, open
your mouth to praise God?’ But he should then consider that at that
very moment he has become a new creature and has not sinned in that
moment, so now he is justified in standing in God’s presence.

louis jacobs
(1920–2006, written in 1976)
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XVII

So long as we remain devoted servants of truth, justice and liberty, we
shall continue not only to survive . . . but by creative work to bring
forth, as heretofore, fruits which contribute to the ennoblement of the
human race.                                                                               albert einstein

(1879–1955, written in 1933)

XVIII

Before the one God we cannot be humble without doing good, and we
cannot do good without being humble. To have one and to lack the
other would mean cutting God in half. And yet, and this is the third
great paradox of religion, God, who is filled with eternal love, also has
a definite expression of his essence and his angry and jealous justice.
To relate this to man: Our life has its eternal worth through God; and
yet it is worthless and godless without human virtue. God gives the
true life, and God demands the true life. The idea of atonement gives
the answer here.                                                                   leo baeck (1873–1956)

XIX

Wisdom begetteth humility.
abraham ibn ezra (d.1167)

XX

as yom kippur draws to a close

The moments after Yizkor, before Ne’ila, possess a quietness and sacred
beauty which enters our lives now. We are touched by holiness. We are
at peace. Until now, we have been concerned with ourselves, with the
sins, trespasses, failures and betrayals of daily life. Torn apart by them,
diminished, discouraged, totally aware of our weakness and our flaws,
we have moved from understanding towards resignation. Throughout
the day, we tried to strive towards repentance, but can repentance be
commanded? Can it be practised? Can we exorcise the darkness we
have evoked solely through words of prayer? We have opened a door to
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memory, and evil storms upon us as though we had opened Pandora’s
box. The old anger flares up again; the shame, the bitterness. Would it
not be better to forget the past, to lock up all those memories in a box
and throw away the key?

No: the meaning and the purpose of this day is precisely this task
of opening the door to that past, of accepting the reality of evil in the
world. The legend of Pandora stresses the fact that evil comes into
the world through our actions – and, in the end, it reminds us that
hope enters life the same way. Evil enters through us – this day we
opened the door to our inner self. The ‘Black Beast’ seen by the poet
emerged through that door – and the world about us was damaged
and burnt through our actions. On this day of repentance we acknow-
ledge it. We cannot undo the harm. But we can learn; and we can
change. On this day, also, hope entered our life. We did not only
remember the evil. We also remember the good.

albert h. friedlander (written in 1982)

XXI

Yom Kippur is the time when we find ourselves in a Synagogue, praying
and expressing thoughts, including doubts as well as hopes. It offers
an opportunity in the quietness and safety of our spiritual home to try
to find meaning in our prayers and to seek a deeper understanding of
our lives.

There are some who doubt the efficacy of prayer, arguing that if
God has determined what we are to receive, then what is the point of
praying? Surely, one might say, God already knows all of our secrets
and is unlikely to change our destiny or to deal with our personal
wishes and desires. Alternatively, if God does not determine what
we are to receive, how can prayer be of any effect?

However, Judaism teaches us that we were created in the image of
God. We are therefore partners with God in the creation, shaping and
forming of our lives and our world. It follows that by our supplications
and through our prayers we can endeavour to find a way to God,
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changing what is mundane into what is holy. Through shared ritual
and prayer we become, each one of us, unique and special.

Through prayer we may engage in praise, and in silent conver-
sation with God, which may at times be turbulent, but which helps us
to formulate our own needs and to expand our views. The power of
prayer concentrates our minds, enabling us to go beyond the ordinary,
and to understand our purpose in what we do and who we are.

May our prayers reach ha-makom, ‘the place’, and bring us hope,
consolation and comfort. May they influence what we do, and sup-
port what we hope to achieve, bringing us closer to fulfilment, and
strengthening our resolve to show, day by day, good will and loving-
kindness. thomas salamon (2016)

XXII

Can we change? Are we in control of our lives? Or is it a charade
when we proclaim we will be different? At the end of our Torah cycle,
Moses stands, looking at his life but unable to change the final verdict.
He even begs: Va’etchanan el Hashem ba’et ha’hi lemor: ‘I begged to
the Lord at that time saying … “Let me please cross and see the
good land” . . .  Yet the Eternal became with angry with me and would
not hear me’ (Devarim 3: 23-25). If Moses’ plea was not heard, what
chance do we have? 

Yet, change is possible. We need not yield to fatalistic fears. We can
distinguish between what is past and done, and what we want right
now and can attain with bold, beautiful supplications, with begging.
In the Musaf service there is a prayer Ani Hu HaShoel, in which
we stand as a supplicant and boldly argue with God, bargaining for
a better life: ‘What profit is there in my blood if I go down to
corruption?’ (or ‘the pit’.) What chutzpah! Yet these words are from
Psalm 30, which some say every morning. It asserts that trans-
formation is possible. Even though we feel fears, darkness, depression,
even if like Joseph we know what it is to descend to the pit, this psalm
recalls the plea of Moses exactly echoing his language, v’etchanan,
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‘I beg to you’, but reverses the outcome and ends with confident
hope, ‘Hear me and be gracious to me; Merciful one, be a help to
me.’ It reflects the fact that we are radically changing all the time:
‘at night one can lie down crying, and in the morning shouts of joy
. . . You turned my mourning to dancing’. 

Change is the principle not the exception in our lives. So, what do
you want your life to be? Ask for it. Beg for it – with creativity, with
determination, with great chutzpah.                    benji  stanle y (2018)

XXIII
a psalm of david

Lord, I cry unto thee: make haste unto me; 
give ear unto my voice, when I cry unto thee. 

Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; 
and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips. 
Incline not my heart to any evil thing, to practise wicked works with

men that work iniquity: and let me not eat of their dainties. 
Let the righteous smite me – it shall be a kindness – and let him

reprove me:
It shall be an excellent oil, which shall not break my head, 

for yet my prayer also shall be in their calamities. 
When their judges are overthrown in stony places, 

they shall hear my words; for they are sweet. 
Our bones are scattered at the grave’s mouth, as when one cuts and

cleaves wood upon the earth. 
But mine eyes are unto thee, O God the Lord: in thee is my trust;

leave not my soul destitute. 
Keep me from the snares which they have laid for me,

and the traps set by the workers of iniquity. 
Let the wicked fall into their own nets, whilst I pass by and escape. 

psalm 141
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XXIV

Yom Kippur is an opportunity for self-reflection, a chance afforded us
once a year to take time to question the purpose of our lives and how
we conduct ourselves in society and in our responsibilities to God. To
spend so many hours praying, without the feeling that a measurable
change has been brought about in our understanding of ourselves and
our relationship with God, would seem a pointless exercise. By the
time the ‘Gates are Closed’, marking the end of Neila, we hope that we
will have made a number of decisions about the future; these resolu-
tions may be somewhat limited but they mark a determination to
make a difference in the year to come. Teshuva, to return to righteous
behaviour, is one of the main thrusts of the High Holy Days, but it
should not be viewed as a one-day affair; it has a dynamic of its own
and should act as a magnet, pulling us back to our traditions and Jewish
Ethics, so that we are changed and worthy of the privileged partnership
we share with God.                                                          peter beyfus (2017)

XXV

Ben Azzai said, ‘Hasten to do even a slight precept, and flee from
transgression; for one virtue leads to another, and transgression draws
transgression in its train.’                                                       pirke avot, iv, 2

XXVI
he will cover you with his pinions
a personal reflection on psalm 91 

This psalm is very much in the spirit of Yom Kippur. It is more personal
than many other T’hillim, for it draws us into a one-to-one relationship
with God, who is our protector and comforter in times of crisis. Yair
Hoffman has described it as an ‘amulet psalm’ because by reciting the
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poem one senses the guarding power of God. Some commentators
have suggested that it may have been used as a blessing because of its
form: from one person to another. One of the most evocative images of
the psalm is of outstretched wings (verse 4), which recalls the Exodus
when the Children of Israel were borne on eagles’ wings to safety. That
idea, of a great, majestic bird sheltering his beloved creatures when they
are in despair and at a time of lonely self-examination, is a thought
worth holding in mind, especially during Yom Kippur. 

Whenever we face danger, whether it be an attack in the night, or
by day, or unexpected misfortune, or an illness that afflicts us, there is
the certain knowledge that we are not alone when we face such
tribulations. For many, succour is given by family and friends, but for
those without such support there is still the promise of shelter and
protection from the ‘Most High,’ the eternal, steadfast God to whom
we daily pray, renewing the bond between Israel and the one
indivisible God.     pe ter be yfus (2017)

XXVII

Ben Azzai used to say, ‘Despise not any man, and carp not at any thing;
for there is not a man that has not his hour, and there is not a thing that
has not its place.’                                                                       pirke avot, iv, 3

XXVIII

The concept that man can achieve atonement for his sins is basic to
atonement. . . . This concept is found in other religions as well. Unique
to Judaism, of all the world’s great faiths, is the setting aside of a specific
day for this purpose. The Bible calls the day Shabbat Shabbaton, a
Sabbath of Sabbaths. According to Rabbi Judah ha-Nasi, the compiler
of the Mishnah, the power of Yom Kippur is such that  the day itself
automatically atones for man without any further requirements. The

WSYK04ENDSAtone2019OP_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:37  Page 13



readings for reflection 00readings for reflection 216

other sages disagree. . . . Repentance is a vital factor in attaining
atonement. The Bible frequently mentions repentance, and it is a major
theme in prophetical writings. A complete book, the Book of Jonah,
whose message is God’s acceptance of our penitence, is read during the
Yom Kippur service. . . . True repentance consists of three major steps:
regret for the past, resolution not to repeat the sin in the future, and
confession. Public sins and sins against others should be confessed
publicly; private sins should be confessed directly before God. True
repentance becomes evident only if the sinner refrains from repeating
the sin and if abstention is due to contrition and not to fear of
punishment or physical weakness. Despite repentance and confession,
a person continues to confess the sin every year on Yom Kippur as
remorse never leaves them.

naphtali winter (1973)

XXIX

Israel approaches another season of its High Days, another spiritual
oasis on its heroic and pathetic pilgrimage through history. Again
unaccustomed feet will turn to the synagogue; again unpractised eyes
will scan sacred pages; again minds and hearts of the children of Israel
in their numbers will dwell on divine themes and will engage in
spiritual search.  

Human need is always urgent, and it is vain to insist on the
extremity of our own hour. But we need not exaggerate to observe that
at this time the world is possessed of an accumulation of ills and
weaknesses which no ordinary remedies can cure. It is at a time such
as this that the highest and deepest of human thoughts and emotions
may well claim the ears, the minds and the souls of men. The world is
staggering between doubt and disillusion on the one hand and
arrogance and brutality on the other. Confidence seems to be the
monopoly of the cruel. . . .
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Israel is the sum of individual Jews. To individual Jews come now
the holy days with their invitation to high thought and exacting
exercise in spiritual effort. It is harder today than it has been in other
times to say:

Nevertheless I am continually with thee:
Thou holdest me by my right hand.

Thou guidest me with thy counsel,
And afterwards wilt receive me in glory.

But to say that today and to learn the wisdom, the courage and the
humility which are all contained in that confession – these are the
paths to the heart of society’s basic need.

For the devastating ills of our time God, who is ‘the rock of my
heart and my portion forever’, must have some balm. May it be that in
the gentle hours of return, of confession and of supplication in the
quiet places of the sanctuary, Israel will hear at least a whisper of that
message of healing, an echo of the distant but still longed for restored
and glorified humanity.

harold f. reinhart (1936)

XXX

Can there be prayers after the Holocaust? Theodor Adorno stated that
no poetry could be written after Auschwitz. Prayer is poetry. Each
catastrophe of Jewish life – the Destruction of the Temple, the blood-
baths of the Crusades, the pogroms in Eastern Europe – was followed
by an outpouring of Jewish prayers which fixed these events in the
liturgy and in the memory of the Jewish people. The confessional
prayers of the High Holy Days (slichot); the mourning chants of the
Ninth of Av (kinot); the memorial prayers which included the martyrs
of all the millennia of Jewish history: this was the poetry of Jewish
prayer for the times of darkness.
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Then came Auschwitz; and there were many scholars and rabbis
who could no longer say the old prayers for the new events. The
Holocaust was different. It was unique. The old prayers had given
comfort with their assertion that the suffering was part of the Divine
Plan, ‘afflictions of love’ (yissurimm shel ahavah) through which the
children of God were purified. They reminded Jews of their own sins
(mipne chatta-eynu) through which they had been exiled from the
land and from the nearness of God. They taught acceptance. The
Testing of Abraham (the Akedah) often became the structure for an
edifice of glowing faith.

Isaac was not sacrificed; but a million children died in the camps.
The survivors of these events – all the survivors, all of the Western
world – needed new poetry and prayer after emerging out of the
darkest circle of the Inferno. In the Jewish tradition there are those
who have turned to silence as an act of faith or in rejection of faith.
The believers remind us of the Biblical tradition of Aaron who was
silent after the death of his sons – the shortest, most anguished
sentence in the Torah: ‘Va-yi-dom Aharon – And Aaron was silent’.
Aaron’s silence was the silence of humility, a continuing, strong
affirmation of God in a world which had become dark. We honour
the silent mourners in our midst, the children of Aaron. Alongside of
them, we see another company of silence. It is composed of those who
have rejected the religious vision, who have lost the way to God and
embrace the courage of despair. In a bleak and dark secular world,
they speak for the majority. Yet that silence can lead to forgetting, can
lead to ignorance. We need words. We need altars and rituals and
worship. We know that the enormity of our loss cannot be placed into
human discourse; the tremendum of the shoah is somewhere beyond
the boundary of human understanding. But there comes a time, as it
came to Job after his long and brooding silence, when one has to stand
up and cry out. That cry is prayer. It addresses God, and it addresses
humanity.                                               albert h. friedlander (1982)
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XXXI

O God of the great and shining and mysterious world,
Thou hast given me, Thy creature, eyes to see and ears to hear.

I am sorry that I have been so often unresponsive to the glories and the
values and the charms of life.

Help me more to use my God-given senses and insight;
And so to be more at one with Thee, 
The all-observing and all-appreciating Spirit of the world.

O God of the soaring vision and the searching mind, Thou has given
me, Thy creature, intellect to pierce a little the veils of darkness.

I am sorry that I have frequently been too careless to learn wisdom
from sources old and new, or too impatient to avail myself of the
experience and knowledge offered me.

Help me to think more energetically and more straight; 
And so to be more at one with Thee, 

The Fountain of wisdom and the Light of the world.

O God who art the Creator of life and of joy,
Thou hast given me lips to speak and hands to labour.

I am sorry that I have not more valiantly sought and used opportunities
to say the word in its season:  of justice, of warning, of kindness, of
fellowship, of cheer; or to do the deed of the moment:  to lift a
burden or to contribute even a little to human welfare and
happiness.

Help me more truly to speak and more nobly to perform; and so to be
more at one with Thee,

Almighty Creator of the world and of humanity.

O God, the one pure Spirit, Thou hast implanted within me a longing
after simplicity and peace.
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I am sorry that in the midst of the perplexing distractions of life,
I have been tempted too often to substitute conventions, forms
and superficial trifling for sincerity and single-mindedness and
affection.

O help me more genuinely to feel;
And so to be more at one with Thee,
The Source of all love, of all purity, and of all peace.

harold f. reinhart (1930)
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Notes on Prayers for Kol Nidrei and Yom Kippur

evening service

page

1 Va’ani berov: from Psalm 5: 7, more usually recited as part of
Mah tovu, the opening prayer on most other occasions.

Kol Nidrei: the Kol Nidrei melody is traditional, but was
arranged for cello by Max Bruch in 1881. The version of the
Kol Nidrei prayer used at Westminster Synagogue since the
1980s adheres to the spirit of the ancient Aramaic text. It was
translated by Rabbi Dr. Albert Friedlander, seeking to return
to a closer accord with the prayer’s ancient roots. For a full
discussion of the issues the Kol Nidrei prayer raises, and the
music, see the Introductory Notes (pages xi-xx). A more strictly
literal rendition, replete with legal terms and technical
formulae, would read as follows:

All vows, binding obligations, things devoted, vows of
abstinence, vows made by use of other words, exacting
penalties, vows that may last a seven year, which we have
vowed, or to which we have submitted, or that we have
devoted, or to which we have bound ourselves, from this day
of atonement to the day of atonement that is to come for our
good – may we regret them all, may they all be undone,
remitted, brought to an end, made null and void, of no effect,
with no power, and with no standing. May our vows be no
vows, and our binding obligations not bind, and our vows
that may last a seven year not be those vows.

2 O God, faithful king: starting with the traditional affirmation of
faith, el melech ne’eman, this prayer allows the leader to speak
both personally and for all. Who can be righteous in thy judgment?
Cf. Job 15: 14; 25: 4; Psalm 51: 6. God is not only the supreme
judge, but also provides the example of supreme righteousness,
whereas human righteousness so often falls short. With one
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heart and one mind: literally, one heart and one tongue. Since
‘tongue’ means also language, it suggests here that the thoughts
of the mind as expressed in the spoken tongue are also one.
Thou, O God, wilt not despise a humble and contrite heart, Psalm
51: 17. Whoever confesses sins and forsakes evil ways shall find mercy.
Proverbs 28: 13. May the words of my mouth: Psalm 19: 14. 
Aneh ani: this poignant setting of a text used near the beginning
of the Kol Nidrei service and the Yom Kippur morning service
was composed by Charles Verrinder, an Anglican composer of
German background, first organist and choirmaster of the West
London Synagogue from 1859 until his death in 1904. It was
originally written for mixed choir and organ and can justly be
considered one of the high points of Western-Jewish art music.
The words Aneh ani recur five times during the song, as a motto
theme on a monotone but with different harmonisations, and
also at the end, and this has a musically and liturgically unifying
effect.

3 Psalm 92: traditional for sabbath evening prayer in all rites,
Sephardi and Ashkenazi. We have here restored the full version
of this psalm, including the verses referring to the discomfiture
of our enemies that had been omitted from the Daily and
Sabbath Prayer Book. It is especially appropriate on the High
Holy Days to recognize the negative aspects of life as well as the
positive.

This psalm was probably sung in the Temple at the time of the
sabbath burnt offering. A complete musical setting was com-
posed by Louis Lewandowski (1821–1894), of which we use the
last four lines, beginning with the words Tzadik katamar. The
major-key melody consists of two parts, and the whole melody
is then repeated.

Lewandowski, who was born near Poznań and died in Berlin,
was one of the most important composers of the Reform
Movement in nineteenth-century Europe. His early musical
education was sponsored by Alexander Mendelssohn (cousin of
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Felix) and he was the first Jew to be admitted to the Berlin
Academy of Arts. However, poor health later obliged him to
restrict his focus to Jewish liturgical music.

4 Psalm 93: another sabbath psalm, this celebrates God as eternal
sovereign, and refers to a garment of strength and majesty.
On the sabbath, according to tradition, we are clothed with an
additional soul. The musical setting is by the Anglo-Jewish
composer Charles Kensington Salaman (1814–1901), based on
a chorus from Mendelssohn’s Elijah. The melody in the major
key is repeated strophically four times. The Salaman family
has contributed much to the life of Westminster Synagogue.
Besides regular use of compositions by Charles and trans-
lations of poetic liturgy by Nina Salaman (1877–1925), Esther
Salaman Hamburger (1914–2005) sang for many years at High
Holy Day services, and her sister Ruth Collet (1909–2001)
contributed as an artist.
Psalm 38: according to Rashi (1040–1105), this psalm was written
at a time of great distress, calling on God to remember and save
the writer.

5 Pardon, I beseech thee: Numbers 14: 19-20. The last phrase is sung
to a setting in the major key composed by Edward Hart, an
important contributor to the six volumes entitled The Music
used in the Services of the West London Synagogue of British Jews,
compiled and edited by Salaman and Verrinder and published
in London, around 1892. 
Shehecheyanu: the melody used on the High Holy Days for this
blessing, as well as the Bar’chu and Mi chamocha comes from a
repertoire known as Missinai (literally ‘from Sinai’ – mi Sinai)
tunes. Although these melodies originated in south-west Ger-
many between the eleventh and fifteenth centuries ce, they
were accorded the same degree of reverence as if they had been
handed down to Moses.

6 Bar’chu: these words, sung to a Missinai melody, are thought to
date from Temple times. They were, and still are, used as a call
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to prayer. The response indicates the congregation’s readiness to
participate in worship. They introduce the section of the service
known as the sh’ma and its blessings. This ancient
melody has a close parallel in a Christian plainchant setting of
the eighth century. 

With everlasting love: this song, also prescribed in the Mishna
and Talmud (Berachot 1: 4 and Berachot 11b), expresses gratitude
for the gift of Torah, a gift that endures and sustains while so
many other gifts are transitory. For ‘everlasting love’ and God’s
lovingkindness, see Jeremiah 31: 3. The lilting musical setting
in triple time comprises two themes. The mode used is the
Ashkenazi Magen Avot (equivalent to the Gregorian Aeolian
or ‘natural minor’ scale). The identity of the composer is not
known.

7–8 the sh’ma and its blessings.

Sh’ma yisrael, also from Temple times, based on several biblical
passages: Deuteronomy 6: 4. Response: Psalms 72: 19 and  82: 53.
And you shall love: Deuteronomy 6: 5–9; And it shall come to pass:
Deuteronomy 11: 13–21; And the Lord spoke: Numbers 15: 37–41.
The Sh’ma is recited twice a day, morning and evening (Mishna,
Berachot 1–3 and Tamid 5: 1). The tradition of enlarging the
letters ayin and daled is thought to have grown out of a desire
not just to highlight the two key words sh’ma (hear) and echad
(one), but  also to avoid any possible misreading: this was based
on concern that sh’ma with an aleph, means ‘perhaps’ and echad
might be visually mistaken for acher (the other). The two
enlarged letters together may be read as ed, witness, reminding
us that we bear witness with this prayer to the existence and
unity of God and take upon ourselves the ‘yoke of heaven’.
Westminster Synagogue minhag (custom) is to stand for the
Sh’ma. Another custom is to close one’s eyes or place the hand in
front of the eyes to focus concentration on the unity of God.
The melody used for the opening lines follows variants of a
traditional Ashkenazi High Holy Day chant, notated and
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harmonised by Samuel Naumbourg (1817 –1880) in his Semiroth
Israel: Chants Liturgiques des Grandes Fêtes, published in Paris in
1847. This setting also appears in the so-called Blue Book, an
anthology used throughout Anglo–Jewish congregations since
the late nineteenth century. Properly called Kol Rinnah v’Todah
(The Voice of Prayer and Praise), this collection was edited by
Rabbi Francis L. Cohen and David M. Davis and was first
published by the United Synagogue in 1899, with a supplement
by Samuel Alman in 1933. 

And you shall love: this paragraph is addressed to every
individual, using the singular form of each verb in the Hebrew.

And it shall come to pass: in this paragraph of the Sh’ma and the
next, the words are addressed to the collective body of the
people, and the Hebrew shifts from the singular to a plural
form of ‘you’. Reflecting this change in the English was found
to be awkward. As elsewhere in this book, ‘thou’ is now reserved
for God, serving as a reminder of the special intimacy of our
relationship with God.

The inclinations . . . by which you are seduced: this may be taken as
a general warning against being distracted by worldly pleasures
and perhaps our inner ‘demons’. A comparable warning in
Leviticus 17: 7 links such distractions to the worship of demons.

Lema’an tizk’ru: this chant, sung unaccompanied at West-
minster, comprises several motifs typical of the traditional
German Ashkenazi leining (cantillation) of the Torah
according to the melody for the Sabbath. It oscillates between
‘major’ and ‘relative minor’, concluding with a typical ‘end-of-
paragraph’ cadence. Cantillation, one of the oldest genres of
Jewish music, traces its roots to the fifth century bce, when
Ezra initiated an educational programme for the Jews, recently
returned to Jerusalem, who had been prohibited from chanting
the Torah while in exile in Babylon over a period of several
decades. As a result of the Jewish dispersal in and after 70 ce,
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there are many different tunes for the written ‘accents of biblical
recitation’ (ta’amei hammikra) that were established by the
Masoretic scholars in the Holy Land by the ninth century ce.
This kind of chanting, perpetuated within Orthodox practice
over the centuries, but rejected by Reform Jews in the early
nineteenth century in favour of spoken declamation, has
gradually been re-introduced in many Progressive communities
in recent decades.

8–9 All this is true: because of its ending, with words from Jeremiah
31: 11, this prayer is known as the Redemption prayer and
concludes the Sh’ma. It also contains two passages from the
‘Song of the Sea’ (Exodus 15: 1–21): Mi chamocha: 15: 11, and
Adonai yimloch: 15: 18. This pair of Missinai melodies was
designated as ‘traditional’ in the Blue Book.

V’shamru (And the children of Israel ): Exodus 31: 16-17.
This piece, sung only on the Sabbath, was composed by
Lewandowski, utilising the Ashkenazi Adonai malach mode,
whose scale is similar to that of the Gregorian Mixolydian mode
(major, with a flattened seventh degree). It is in four sections:
the first and third are majestic, the second and fourth
meditative.

10 Ki vayom (For this day): Leviticus 16: 30. This setting was
composed by Julius (Israel Lazarus) Mombach (1813–1880), a
major Orthodox Anglo-Jewish composer who was born in
Pfungstadt, Germany, and died in London. His compositions
were collected together in a posthumous publication entitled
Ne’im Zmirot Yisrael (1881) and many of them, including Ki
vayom, were subsequently included in the Blue Book. 

10–17 amidah (Standing Prayer) dates back to the second century
bce. It consists of blessings whose number varied over time.
On the High Holy Days only the first three and the last three
blessings are said, with a single intermediary blessing replacing
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the thirteen petitionary prayers/blessings used on weekdays.
The forms of the Amidah, revived by Rabbi Gamliel (c. 100 ce),
are discussed in Babylonian Talmud, Berachot 9b.

10 O Lord, open my lips: Psalm 51: 1. This refrain, sung twice in
many synagogues, marks the beginning of the Amidah and its
melody evokes the popular idiom of modern Israel. The
Ashkenazi mode is Magen Avot, similar to the Gregorian
Aeolian, or ‘natural minor’ scale.

Blessed art thou: this paragraph, known as Avot, names the three
patriarchs with whom God made a specific covenant (Genesis
17: 2–14; 26: 2–5; 28: 13–22).

Zochreinu (Remember us): the musical setting is by the Rev.
Chaim Wasserzug, born in Sierady, Poland, in 1822, who
travelled via Lithuania to England in 1868, where he remained
until his death in 1882. In 1878 he published his anthology of
compositions entitled Sefer Schire Mikdash. (This song also
appears in the Blue Book.)

M’chalkel (Thou sustainest): this prayer, which so strongly
affirms divine support and the continuity of life, is often sung
to the poignant composition by Lewandowski, incorporating
phrases of the Ashkenazi S’licha mode, but on Kol Nidrei it is
read rather than sung. 

11 And thou art holy introduces the Sanctification (kedusha). 

Holy, holy, holy: the words are attributed to the angels in Isaiah
6: 3 and Ezekiel 3: 12. The melody is ‘traditional’, according to
the Blue Book. A custom followed by some is to rise up three
times on one’s toes at the triple proclamation of Kadosh (holy),
as if to join with the heavenly host.  

Therefore let the fear of thee: it is customary to remain standing
for this prayer. The word ‘fear’ here denotes feelings of awe and
reverence, rather than any negative aspect of fear. May they all
unite as one to perform thy will with a perfect heart: the Yiddish
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writer I. L. Peretz in his Advice to the Estranged singled this out
as a supremely beautiful sentiment in Jewish prayer.

Let honour, O Lord: this prayer for redemption of the people
traditionally included a plea for the revival of the kingly house
of David and renewal of its splendour. This is no longer the
object of our aspirations, but the prayer for the land and the city
( Jerusalem) has been retained.

12 Yimloch (The Lord will reign for ever): Psalm 146: 10; Micah 4: 7,
sung to a traditional melody in the arrangement of Rev. Francis
L. Cohen, one of the compilers of the Blue Book. On Yom
Kippur in the morning service this line is spoken, not sung. 

And the Lord of hosts is exalted in judgment: Isaiah 5: 16. 

13 Our God and God of our ancestors, pardon our iniquities: This
part of the Amidah is specific for Yom Kippur, and the forms of
the prayers recall the service in the Temple (Avodah). This key
section repeats six times during the Day of Atonement, once
during the Kol Nidrei service and five times during the daytime
services (pages 13, 65, 136, 164, 184 and 191). It is also echoed in
other prayer, as for example on page 31. The biblical quotations
are I, even I: Isaiah 43: 25. I have blotted out: Isaiah 44: 22. For on
this day: Leviticus 16: 30.

The musical response for the last of these, Ki va-yom: was
composed by Julius Mombach (see also p. 10). The setting
begins in the minor key and modulates to the major near the
end.

Our God and God of our ancestors, may our remembrance ascend:
continuation of festival Amidah: this prayer expresses the
hope that remembrance of the past will invoke God’s com-
passion for our future.

Triple Amen: these sung responses utilise three classical
cadences: perfect, imperfect, and perfect, respectively.
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14 Our God and God of our ancestors, reign in thy glory: special
to the High Holy Days, this paragraph gives thanks and
praise for divine rule over the whole creation, and expresses the
fervent hope that all peoples will recognize and acknowledge
that sovereignty. This section of the High Holy Day Amidah
is also repeated six times during the whole of Yom Kippur. It is
sometimes read,  but sometimes sung. The musical setting is an
abridged version of a work for four-part choir and solo cantor
composed by the Russian cantor Eliezer Gerowitsch (1844–
1914). The style is partly chordal, partly contrapuntal, and rich
in harmony and modulation.

Kadsheinu: this lively musical setting in the Eastern European
Ahava rabba mode (known as Freigish by Klezmer musicians,
and analogous to the harmonic minor scale beginning and
ending on the fifth degree) is probably of Hassidic provenance.
The frequent syncopations create a style reminiscent of the
modern Israeli hora. The melody consists of two sections, each
of which is repeated. 

O Lord our God let thy people Israel be acceptable: traditional
versions of this prayer include the words, ‘Renew the service to
the inmost sanctum of thy house’. This has been omitted here,
as the desire for restoration of the Temple and its priestly
sacrifices is no longer universally accepted. Without wishing to
replace the traditional words with an alternative in the liturgy, a
suggestion for private use by those who would like to call the
significance of Temple worship to mind, might be: ‘Renew the
ways in which we can come close to thee in service.’

Ve’attah barachamecha (And in thine abundant mercy): resumes
the normal version of the Amidah.

15 Modim (We gratefully acknowledge): a continuation of the
Hoda’ah (thanks) section. The musical setting for the opening
of this prayer was composed by the contemporary American
cantor and composer Alisa Pomerantz-Boro. A congregational

WSYK04ENDSAtone2019OP_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:37  Page 29



notes on prayers for yom kippur 232

melody in four-time begins and ends the piece and frames the
middle section, which is in a free cantorial style that oscillates
between Ahava rabba mode and Western harmonic minor.
At times only the opening is sung, and the whole prayer recited
in English.

Sim Shalom: based on the priestly benediction of Numbers
6: 24–26. The musical setting, first published in 1968, is one of
the most celebrated choral works by Max Janowski (1912–1991)
of Chicago. It is in rondo form. The main congregational
melody,  in the Dorian mode, recurs several times. It is inter-
spersed with virtuoso and intensely expressive passages in free
rhythm for solo cantor, featuring an extended succession of
traditional Ashkenazi motifs in a variety of different modes,
and rising to a dramatic conclusion. 

May we and all thy people Israel: this is a continuation of Sim
shalom used traditionally on the High Holy Days from the time
of Amram (9th century, Babylon). Beginning from l’chayyim
l’farnassah, it has been set to a melody by Harold Lester,
organist at Westminster Synagogue for many years.

16 Our God and God of our ancestors: this prayer introduces the
section of the service known as viduy , or confession, an
integral part of the Day of Atonement and beginning within
the Amidah. Confession is traditionally made in the plural
form, so that no one is shamed, but each individual may
consider how far he or she has engaged in each particular form
of wrong-doing. This inner confession brings the repentance,
and the reality of atonement. Hardened and stiff-necked: see
Exodus 32: 9, 34: 9, Deuteronomy 31: 27, Psalm 75: 5,  Jeremiah
17: 23.

Ashamnu: this prayer has been part of almost all Jewish
liturgies for Selichot and Yom Kippur, from very early times.
It is used in both Sephardi and Ashkenazi communities, in
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those which consider themselves traditional and those which
consider themselves progressive. The prayer takes the form of
an alphabetic recitation with the first word starting with Alef
and the last with Tav. In this way it is intended to be all
inclusive and to capture not only what is said but also what
may be thought but not expressed in words.

This prayer is complementary to Al-cheit which follows soon
after. Both prayers are confessional. Ahsamnu expresses com-
munal failings, things in which we have fallen short as a
community, whereas Al-cheit focuses on more personal con-
fessions of guilt, even though we recite the prayer communally.
Ashamnu is more predominantly concerned with internal
feelings and attitudes, whereas Al-cheit speaks predominantly of
our actions.

The emphasis on internal feelings in Ashamnu has led to a
tradition in some communities for people to beat their breast at
each word of the confession. Some members may wish to do
this;  others may prefer to focus on the words and their thoughts
without a physical gesture. Our community has room for both
approaches.

What shall we say: this prayer is an elaboration of the familiar
sabbath prayer for mercy, Ribbon ha-olamim. It is woven round
phrases from Deuteronomy 29: 29, Isaiah 48: 6, Psalms 26: 2,
40: 10 and 44: 21. It forms an introduction to the repetition of
Al-cheit. 

17 Al-cheit (For the sins which): these six types of wrongdoing
represent a far longer list that is traditional among some
communities, sometimes including one beginning with each
letter of the alphabet to give symbolic completeness. The six
listed here cover between them an equivalently wide range of
situations. The original confession of early synagogue times is
thought to have been a short formula, for the individual to
recite, using only those specifically relevant.
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V’al kulam: this melody, designated ‘traditional’ in the Blue Book,
is in two distinct sections: the first, in three-time, is meditative,
whereas the second, is in four-time. 

O Lord, my God: after the community confession, prayer reverts
to the singular form, stressing the importance of the individual.
For Rabbinic discussion of repentance, see Talmud, Berachot
17a.

My God, guard my tongue: this silent prayer concludes the
Amidah (Talmud, Berachot 17a). It begins with words of Psalm
34: 13 and ends with Psalm 19: 15. It is attributed to Mar, son of
Rabina, a fourth-century Babylonian amora (interpreter). 

Yihyu l’ratson (Psalm 19: 15): the ‘traditional’ musical setting
(composer unknown) has a quiet, lyrical, character, and leads
into Oseh shalom. Nurit Hirsh, born in Tel-Aviv in 1942, wrote
this immensely popular setting of Oseh shalom for the First
Festival of Hassidic Music in Israel in 1969. It has three sections;
however, at Westminster Synagogue, the third section is
omitted, and the second is followed by a repetition of the first.

18 Ya-aleh: this song was originally introduced to replace the
sacrifice. It therefore opens the selichot section of the
service in the Ashkenazi rite, following straight on from the
Amidah. It is structured on a backwards alphabetic acrostic, a
form that became very popular in Poland. In the Italian and
German rites, the verses containing the letters mem and tav
were omitted because of their connection with the word mavet,
death. Within each stanza, outer expression, inner intent and
desired outcome are all aligned, and all the nouns refer to
prayer. In Hebrew the same three verbs repeat in each verse:
ya-aleh (ascend), ya-vo (come) y’raeh (appear). These three verbs
are selected as reminders of when the Israelites’ cries in
Egypt ascended to God (Exodus 2: 23), came before God
(Exodus 3: 9) and God saw them (Exodus 2: 25) – an example
of how the past is constantly evoked in prayer for the sake of
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the future. They also evoke the tradition of prayer as sacrifice.
The translation of this song is by Nina Salaman (1860–1927).
The mode of its haunting setting (whose authorship is un-
known) is Ahava rabba. There are eight verses with refrains
appearing in alternation. The melody for each verse hovers on
either side of the tonic degree of the scale, whereas that of the
refrain expands to a higher register before returning to the tonic.

19 Psalm 39: dedicated to Jedutun, one of the chief musicians of
the Temple in the time of David. This psalm relates to the
themes of repentance and forgiveness. Moved by the transitory
nature of our existence, the psalmist yet searches for meaning in
life. Humility is a necessary precursor to the recovery of our
‘brightness’. 

20 O merciful God: this extended selichot prayer, traditional at least
from the early days of Reform Judaism, is woven around bibli-
cal references. This is how Selichot were composed before the
emergence of specially written liturgical poetry in the 3rd and
4th centuries ce. The ‘small still voice’ is the voice of conscience,
but also recalls Elijah’s experience at Mount Horeb (1 Kings 19).
Later paragraphs include quotations from Isaiah 57: 19, Psalm
4: 6, Malachi 2: 10 and Psalm 133: 1. 

21–25 Ana b’koreinu (Pray hear our cries): All the musical settings from
Adonai sh’ma’a (O Lord, hear) to  Chatanu l’fanecha (we have
sinned before you) come from the fifth and sixth volumes of
The Music used in the Services of The West London Synagogue of
British Jews. Since that congregation had a strong Anglo-
Sephardi connection, there are fascinating Spanish and
Portuguese resonances, not least in regard to the pronunciation
and transliteration of Hebrew in the text printed there. Thus,
for example, the first of this group of settings is entitled Adonai
shemangah, since the letter ayin was (and is) not silent, but
pronounced ‘ng’. And since the Ahava rabba mode is common
to both Ashkenazi and Sephardi musical cultures, it is entirely
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natural that the brief responses would have been written in the
Ahava rabba mode by Charles Salaman, composer also of
Hashivenu (Hashibenu in the original transliteration), a piece in
the major key which follows almost immediately. Its text,
Renew our days as of old, is from Lamentations 5: 21.

22 God the king: according to midrash, on Rosh Hashanah God is
seated on the throne of Justice, but having heard the sound
of the shofar and the supplications of the congregation, on
Yom Kippur God moves to the throne of Compassion or Mercy
(Vayikra Rabba, 29: 9). Body and soul: literally, flesh and spirit. 

And the Lord descended: Exodus 34: 5. 

Adonai, Adonai: these are the words with which God pro-
claimed his name to Moses on Mount Sinai (Exodus 34:
6–7). They are chanted in a threefold repetition, twice in the
evening service, and nine times during the daytime services
(including the Torah reading). Threefold repetition is frequent
in narrations and declarations, e.g. the Kedushah. In the
tradition of symbolic numerology,  three and nine (3 × 3) are
related to divine perfection.

The words are taken to express the thirteen attributes of God’s
mercy. (Another special ‘thirteen’ are Maimonides’s principles
of faith that underlie Yigdal ). Different authorities count the
thirteen in different ways, but the Rabbis indicated that the
word venakeh, cleansing those who repent, not only belongs
idiomatically to the following phrase v’nakeh lo y’nakeh, ‘will by
no means clear the guilty’, but should also be taken as a positive
attribute by itself, making up the thirteen. The present edition
therefore restores v’nakeh, which has been missing from the
version used in Westminster Synagogue hitherto.

The thirteen are thus Adonai, Adonai (1 and 2), denoting God as
merciful before a person sins and also after; el (3) God of the
Universe, merciful ruler of both nature and humankind; rachum
(4) merciful in the sense of compassion; ve-chanun (5), gracious,
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to assist and console the fallen; erech appayim (6), long-suffering
or slow to anger; rav chesed (7) v’emet (8) abundant in loving-
kindness and truth. Notzer chesed la’alafim (9), preserving
lovingkindness for thousands of generations; noseh avon (10),
forgiving iniquity resulting from an evil disposition, forgiving
pesha (11), transgression, which results from malice or rebel-
liousness, and forgiving chatta-ah (12), sin due to heedlessness
and error. V’nakeh (13) raises the hope that all guilt will be
cleansed away from all who sincerely repent their misdeeds.

Some communities, counting differently, include the entire
phrase ‘v’nakeh lo y’nakeh’ (not acquitting the guilty) as
expressing mercy, and some even include the further phrase
poked avon avot al-banim (visiting the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children), on the grounds that this ‘visitation’ is
limited to the third and fourth generations: it does not extend
forever. It is also limited to the consequences of sin; the guilt
belongs only to the perpetrators. The counting followed here,
however, is that agreed in most communities. 

At Westminster Synagogue, there are two distinct musical
settings for this text: one in Ahava rabba that is mainly in three-
time and is sung several times during Yom Kippur day; the other,
in four-time, triumphal in character, is sung twice in fairly close
succession during this Erev Yom Kippur service – and both are
sung on Yom Kippur day. Charles Verrinder is the arranger of
this ancient melody. It has two distinct themes, both in the
minor key.

People of faith have passed away: the pattern of alphabetic
acrostics appears again in the next two anonymous prayers, The
faithful have passed away and We are bewildered by evil, which
are both of great antiquity though they cannot be dated for
certain. By their form, composed of short rhythmical phrases
in alphabetic sequence, we can conjecture that they are from
the Amoraic period (200–500 ce); they survive also among the
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documents of the Cairo Genizah. The first piece may be later
than the second. In the Sephardi tradition they belong to the
daily tachanun, a collection of confessions used after the Amidah
on a regular basis. They reflect the theme of God’s mercy. 

In the first of these two prayers, People of faith have passed away,
the sequence begins and ends with the concept of emunah,
translated here as ‘faithful’ and ‘steadfast support’. Because of
the poetic structure, lines have been kept that some may prefer
to remove: they suggest that we are no longer worthy as our
ancestors were worthy and that somehow those we love have
been taken from  us through our own fault and wrongdoings.
Although these sentiments are unpopular today – and may
originally have been an expression of regret for the destruction
of the Temple – the sense of loss is so deeply embedded in the
liturgical approach to Yom Kippur through history that they
have been retained. Some readers may choose to omit these
lines.

23 The second piece, We are bewildered by evil, is a reverse acrostic.
On this occasion we have followed earlier Reform editors in
omitting the verses which find less favour nowadays as they are
about Satan. They begin with the four letters: הה, ,ו ,ז ח and say:
‘Seal the mouth of the accuser; let him not accuse us. Rebuke
him and he shall be silent. Bring a good defender to defend us.
He shall tell of our righteousness.’ Comfort us concerning evil:
Ezekiel 14: 22. Faithful of thy house: in Numbers 12: 7, when
Aaron and Miriam complain against Moses, this phrase is used
to single him out as being above them and above all other
prophets to whom God may appear in a vision. With Moses
God spoke ‘mouth to mouth’.

24 Chatanu tsureinu, Sh’ma yisrael, Baruch shem k’vod: These three
short settings are each read and sung in alternation. The first
and third are in the minor key, framing the second in the major,
all set by Edward Hart. There is a gradual increase of musical
and liturgical intensity that culminates in the response that

WSYK04ENDSAtone2019OP_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:37  Page 38



239 notes on prayers for yom kippur

follows, Adonai hu ha’elohim, set by Charles Salaman. This
response will reach its climax at the end of Yom Kippur, it is the
last phrase to be sounded before the shofar sounds T’kia g’dolah
at the end of N’ila. However, on Kol Nidrei night it leads instead
to a spirited setting also by Charles Salaman of Adonai melech,
interspersed by short readings.

Adonai melech: the readings, beginning ‘Before the heavens and
the lands were stretched out’, come from a Sephardi reshut, that
is, a prayer one is moved to say, rather than obliged to say. Its
roots are in Psalms 10: 16, 93: 1 and Exodus 15: 18. It highlights
the eternity of God, beginning with the time before creation
and ending in eternal time with the ingathering of the exiles. In
Yemenite communities it is a custom to rise on tiptoe at every
mention of God’s name. The underlying sense of this reshut is
that from the first creation to the withdrawal of the creation,
God is always there. Therefore God’s power is unlimited, and
we can call upon God’s help in turning us towards him. 

Alone designated ‘I am that I am’: Exodus 3: 14.

25 Rachum v’chanun (Most merciful and gracious God) with the
refrain Chatanu l’fanecha: originally a Sephardic song, entitled
Adon ha-s’lichot. This is an alphabetic recitation of God’s
attributes of forgiveness representing all the reasons why God
may be prevailed upon to have mercy on us. The verses are
spoken, but the refrain, chatanu l’fanecha, is sung in a setting
by Edward Hart, which evokes an air of penitence and
mysticism. It marks a deepening moment of intimacy within
the liturgy, after sins have been confessed. To reflect this
change, a more personal, modern idiom has been chosen for
its translation, using ‘you’ even in addressing God. 

God the king: as above, page 22.

26 Adonai, Adonai: as above, page 22.

Psalm 85: this psalm has been interpreted as an alternation of
message and response, recited by a leader and chorus in the
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Temple setting, possibly with the verses originally in a
different order. Such an interpretation, supported by the
several repetitions of words and themes, lends additional
meaning to the apparent contrasts between statements and
requests. The verse Show us thy mercy sums up the requests of
the first half, while I shall hear introduces a new section in
which Mercy, Righteousness, Peace and Truth are all
personified. Truth springs up from the earth: this couplet
emphasises the need for human qualities to match divine
qualities. The final verse looks forward to the time when this
will be established.

27–29 Remember for us: this prayer consists of a succession of requests
for God to act, each one followed by the verse which justifies
the claim for the action requested. The first group, from
Leviticus 26, verses 42, 45, and 44, is related to the promises
made in the second paragraph of the Sh’ma and the covenants
made with the Patriarchs. The next group is from Deuteron-
omy 4: 31, 30: 6, 30: 3–4, 4: 29. The passages that follow are from
Isaiah 43: 25 and 44: 22, Ezekiel 36: 25, Leviticus 16: 30, Isaiah
56: 7 and Lamentations 5: 21. The prayer then ends with a
cascade of petitions from the Psalms, but all transferred into
plural form rather than singular: Psalms 19: 14, 51: 11, 71: 9, 38: 21,
38: 15 and finally 25: 11. 

28 Some of the formulations are also specifically matched to times
when the people disobeyed e.g. in Leviticus 26: 44, the very
strong statements ‘abhor’ and ‘destroy them utterly’, ‘break my
covenant with them’ all reflect an earlier verse, 26: 15, describing
human responses of the same nature. An intermediate section
within this prayer, Kaper chata’einu, is sung with reflective
choral sections contrasting with dramatic baritone solos. The
composition is by Salomon Sulzer (1804–1890), a legendary
cantor and composer in Vienna. It is set here in an arrangement
by Verrinder. In idiom it mainly follows Mendelssohn, but
with occasional suggestions of the cantorial Mi shebeirach mode.
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Within this song, we find Sh’ma koleinu, a formula said to be
derived from the prayer of the High Priest on entering the
Holy of Holies in Second Temple times. After the destruction
of the temple it was used at times of public emergency, and
Yom Kippur counts as just such an occasion. Hence also in the
following paragraph, May the words of our mouths (from Psalm
19: 15) is adapted into the plural as the whole community is
included here.

29 Ki anu amecha: this is one of the few truly joyful pieces of music
in the entire Yom Kippur repertoire at Westminster Synagogue.
Its three verses in the major key are the work of Julius
Mombach, and it is also found in the Blue Book.

30 Ashamnu and What shall we say: see notes to pages 16–17.
31 We have acted wickedly: confession is linked to teshuvah,

repentance.  Let  the  wicked  leave  his  path:  Isaiah  55: 7.
Our God and God of our ancestors, pardon and forgive: several
prayers on this day begin with the formula ‘Our God and God
of our ancestors, pardon’ and proceed in different though related
ways. This one repeats three times (pages 31, 85 and 134) and
from What are we? resumes themes and forms familiar from
the sabbath and daily services, where it appears as Ribbon ha-
olamim, from a poem attributed to Rabbi Jochanan (1st century
ce) setting human achievements in perspective. A new heart:
Ezekiel 11: 19. Keep thy precepts: the word pikudecha, formed from
the verb ‘to visit’, implies teachings that have been personally
given, i.e. precepts. See Psalm 19: 9 and 119: 51.

32–34 Eloheinu shebashamayim: a high point both of petition and
praise. Historically this prayer belonged to the Selichot collec-
tions of the Sephardi congregations of Aragon, Livorno and
Tunis, for use in the month of Elul and in the Yom Kippur
Mussaf service. This version came into the West London
Synagogue’s services for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur,
with a different melody, by Edward Hart. This melody of
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great beauty was amongst many introduced by Harold Lester,
and it is preserved as one of our own much loved traditions.
It circles around the notes of the tonic triad and ends
characterfully on the fifth degree of the scale. Like so many
tunes in the Jewish repertoire, the possibilities for varied
harmonisation are vast.

35 Cause us, O our Father (Hashkivenu): one of the most beauti-
ful and moving prayers, this is composed from several Tal-
mudic sources (Mishnah, Berachot 1: 4; Babylonian Talmud,
Berachot 4b). This particular version, as in our Daily and Sabbath
Prayer Book, omits reference to forces of evil, and concludes
with a blessing for protection. The melody, written by Lewan-
dowski, consists of a soaring cantorial recitative, which uses
several traditional Ashkenazi modes and motifs. Because
of changes made to the liturgical text, only the first part of
Lewandowski’s composition is used at Westminster, but the
prominent organ interludes that punctuate the sung text are
significant.

Traditionally, this prayer belongs to the blessings following the
Sh’ma, but it has obvious resonance with the end of the service,
the time of leaving the house of prayer and returning home.
At Westminster Synagogue it has therefore always had its place
in the concluding section.

It is our duty to praise: known as the Aleinu (from its first
word) this prayer marks the concluding section of the service.
It celebrates the unity of God and the whole creation, echoing
many biblical passages, explicitly Deuteronomy 4: 39 and, in
the second paragraph, which expresses the hope that the entire
human race will recognise God’s sovereignity, Exodus 15: 18
and Zechariah 14: 9. The prayer is attributed by some to Rav,
a third-century Babylonian amora, though some think that it
dates back to the Temple. In the fourteenth century the Aleinu
prayer became the concluding prayer for all services. It was
subject to severe censorship at times and therefore acquired the
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status of a martyr’s song. Traditionally this was the only prayer
where a Jew would kneel or prostrate himself, at the words ‘unto
thee every knee shall bend’, and even then, only on Yom Kippur.
This was in contrast to the refusal of Jews to prostrate them-
selves before earthly rulers. Several variations of wording were
adopted over time, and the Reform and Liberal movements
have left out a section of the original wording, which says
‘he has not made us like the nations of other lands . . .’ The
minhag (custom) that has developed at Westminster Synagogue
is that the whole congregation reads the first paragraph but
the service leader reads the second. The second paragraph
concludes with Bayom ha-hu sung by all, in a setting by Rev.
Chaim Wasserzug.

36 Magnified and Sanctified: this prayer is always referred to as
Kaddish, which means ‘sanctification’. It is mainly in Aramaic,
and has often been regarded as providing full justification for
Jews to pray in their own vernacular. It was composed at a time
when Jews were forgetting Hebrew and even Aramaic was no
longer the vernacular. It is first mentioned in Soferim, a minor
Talmudic tractate of uncertain date, and the text is given in
Siddur Amram. It is thought that it originated as a prayer to be
recited at the conclusion of study in the Talmudic study houses
rather than in synagogues. It later became a mourner’s prayer,
on the basis that one praises God both in joy and in sorrow:
‘The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the
name of the Lord.’ ( Job 1: 21).

There are several other versions of the Kaddish, such as for
orphans, for the end of study, to honour the rabbi and the
students. In some synagogues, it is customary on the High Holy
Days to repeat the word l’eilla (above), to indicate the special
power of prayer at this time to ascend to the divine presence,
which is above and beyond all blessings. The final sentence
(He who makes peace . . .) comes from Job 25: 2 and is in Hebrew,
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not Aramaic. The same sentence is also used as the conclusion
of the Amidah (see page 17 above).

37 Yigdal (Extolled and Praised ): this piyyut (devotional poem),
attributed to Daniel ben Judah (fourteenth century, Rome),
forms a strophic hymn of thirteen verses. It is a summary of
the Thirteen Principles of Faith expounded by Maimonides
(born 1135 in Cordova, died 1204, in Egypt) in his Mishneh
Torah, as commentary to the Talmudic tractate Sanhedrin 10: 1.
One of  the musical settings that has been sung regularly at the
end of High Holy Day evening services at Westminster since
2006 was composed by Roger Stone (1939–2008) during
his school days, with the encouragement of Philip Polack,
his housemaster at Clifton College. Roger was a member of
Westminster Synagogue and a Warden for many years. The
melody is in the minor key, and moves mainly by step; but some
large leaps before the final repetition of the first phrase create a
poignant contrast.

A second setting sometimes used is described in the Jewish
Encyclopedia as ‘Penitential Polish’. This setting appears to date
from the early sixteenth century and traditionally the cantor
and congregation would have sung alternate lines. The mode is
a modified Ahava rabba with two augmented-second intervals,
one between the second and third degrees of the scale, and the
other between the sixth and seventh degrees (e.g. E, F, G#, A,
B, C, D#, E). 

Y’varechecha: the priestly blessing, from Numbers 6: 24–26.

morning service

38 Va’ani berov: see note to page 1. 

O God, faithful king: a meditation investing the leader of the
service with the power to speak for all. See note to page 2.

Aneh ani: see note to page 2.
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40 Psalm 102: attributed to the period of the Babylonian exile, this
psalm is an expression of both personal and public distress,
with great variety of metaphor. Consolation is found in the
unchanging nature of God and of divine justice.

42 Psalm 103: a psalm of personal praise and gratitude, incorporat-
ing within it the beautiful words we use at funerals and in the
afternoon memorial service (As for man, his days are as grass).
The musical setting in six verses is by Charles Kensington
Salaman (1814–1901), with a wide-ranging melody in the major
key. It ends with the image of universal praise through all the
realms of heaven and earth.

43 Triple Amen: sung to classical cadences: perfect, imperfect and
perfect.

Adonai hu ha’elohim: A melody by Verrinder is used here in place
of the more familiar sabbath melody.

Adonai melech: this liturgical poem in use since Rabbinic times
was also set by Verrinder. This is an abbreviation of the version
he composed for the West London Synagogue (Vol. 6 of
edition of 1892). An expanded version is recited and sung later.
See note to page 24 and pages 79 and 127.

Amen. Halleluyah: also set by Verrinder.

44 Psalm 19: this much loved psalm ends with a prayer we recite at
every service. It is generally thought to date from 622 bce, the
time of the religious reforms of King Josiah and before many
of the prophetic writings. According to some commentators,
it was written specifically against the influence of sun-worship,
yet it does so by incorporating the image of the sun. The words
gold . . . honey . . . honeycomb: these echo the golden rays of the
sun. Its heat and light then give way to the illumination of
Torah. By them is thy servant warned: the root niz-har is related
also to shining (as in Zohar). The final section deals with our
psychological preparation for receiving such illumination. There
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is no speech . . . their music has gone out through the earth: this much
debated line may refer to a harmony beyond language.

45 Psalm 33 is written in a form that suggests it was originally a
responsive reading, between the priest and the Temple choir.

46 Psalm 34: a psalm in which the writer calls on God at a time of
heightened distress to remember and save him. It is therefore
especially appropriate for the High Holy Days. Scholars have
debated whether it was actually composed by David, but it may
be related to incidents told in 1 Samuel 21, while David was still
fleeing from Saul. 

47 Psalm 90: this psalm and the following have both traditionally
been ascribed to Moses. They deal with the transience of
human life, but also with the strength we may derive through
reliance on God. Psalm 90 begins with the idea that God is
ma’on (our dwelling place) and in the final stanza reverses this
to no’am (graciousness) giving a unity to the broad sweep of the
intervening verses that span our whole lives.

48 Psalm 91: this psalm can be understood as a dialogue between
two voices, possibly those of David and Solomon, on the theme
of God’s protection, even in the midst of challenge and distress.
It ends with a reminder of God’s own assurance of support.

49–50 The following two psalms, 92 and 93 are traditional for the
sabbath. See notes to pages 3 and 4.

51 Blessed be he: traditional benedictions of the Morning Service.

52 And David blessed . . . glorious name: 1 Chronicles 29: 10–13; the
remainder of the prayer is based on Nehemiah 9: 5–6.

52–53 O Lord, all my desires are before thee : this is one of many
profoundly moving religious poems written by Judah Halevi
(Spain, c.1075–1140). The repeated motifs of anguish and
surrender are drawn from Psalm 38. Lord, all my desire is before
thee; and my sighing is not hid from thee: Psalm 38: 9; commit
the remnant of my life : cf. Psalm 31:5; Guide me: cf. Psalm 23: 3;
If I withdraw from thee: cf. Talmud, Berakhot 18a–b, where the
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wicked are called dead while still living, but the righteous live
even in death. The worm is my sister : Job 17: 14.

53–56 O God, thou art my God: This introduction to Nishmat by
R. Solomon ibn Gabirol (c.1020–1058) comes from the Sephardi
rite. It is a reshut (a prayer one is moved to say, rather than
obliged to say) and contains a hidden acrostic spelling out his
name, Shelomoh ha-katan. As with the previous poem by Halevi,
quotations are tightly woven into its fabric. The recurrent
refrain, O God, thou art my God, is from Psalm 63: 1 and the
whole poem is perhaps a meditation inspired by that psalm.
Other quotations are as follows: O Lord, open thou my lips:
Psalm 51: 15, the opening of the Amidah; The distinguished
among the people are met together : Psalm 47: 10; Let my heart be
perfect in thy statutes: Psalm 119: 80; Send thy light and thy truth:
Psalm 43: 3, praying for support and guidance to God’s holy
mountain. David saw his trouble as coming from God’s wrath,
but tried not to be discouraged, believing that faith and hope in
God’s mercy would prevail. Create in me a pure heart: Psalm
51: 10, David’s plea for a clean heart and renewed faith so that
he might be delivered from his transgression and his lips be
opened to sing praise. Who knoweth whether God may turn:
Jonah 3: 9, cf. Psalm 85: 3 beseeching God to turn and put aside
his anger; Behold I was shapen in iniquity: Psalm 51: 5; Wash me
thoroughly from my iniquity: Psalm 51: 2; Take words with you and
return: Hosea 14: 2; It is well for me to be afflicted: Psalm 119: 71;
We will lift up our hearts and our hands: Lamentations 3: 41, cf.
Psalm 28: 2 and 141: 2; The breath of all living shall bless thy name:
the opening words of the prayer that follows, which probably
dates from Temple times.

55 After the poet’s introduction, which ends with a reference to
declaring the prayer The breath of all living, the prayer itself
should logically be ‘declared’, i.e. spoken. At other times it is
sung, using a setting composed by Joseph Sussman, beginning
with a soaring melody in the minor key.
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56 If our mouths: a continuation of Nishmat, ascribed partly to
R. Simeon ben Shatach (c. 70 bce) and partly to the Gaonic
period. For the metaphor of eagles’ wings and the power to
run without tiring, cf. Isaiah 40: 31. All my bones shall say:
Psalm 35: 10.

57 Praised for ever (Yishtabach): traditional concluding benediction
for the preceding psalms and songs.

Bar’chu: the traditional call to prayer, dating back to temple
times, and its response mark the transition from psalms and
songs to the Sh’ma and its blessings. The text is thought to be
from Temple times; the melody, often called a Missinai melody
(as if from Sinai), is of much later origin, probably 13th or 14th
century, from German Ashkenaz.

58 All creation shall give thanks: the continuation of the blessing is
read in silence. It reminds us of the daily rhythm of light and
dark, both of which are of divine creation, cf. Isaiah 45: 7. There
is none holy like the Lord: I Samuel 2: 2. How great are thy works:
Psalm 104: 24. A psalm, a song: Psalm 92.

60–62 For the sh’ma, see notes to pages 7–8.

True is this word: a variation of the section used in the evening
service (All this is true). 

62 Thou hast been the help: this closing section of the sh’ma speaks of
redemption.

62–70 the amidah begins after the introductory words, Adonai
s’fatai tiftach from Psalm 51: 1. See notes to pages 10–17

66 Eloheinu velohei avoteinu, m’loch: see note to page 14.

Kadd-sheinu: see note to page 14.

67 O Lord our God, let thy people: see note to page 14.

Ve’attah berachamecha (And in thine abundant mercy) resumes the
normal version of the Amidah.

Modim: see note to page 15.
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68 Sim shalom: see note to page 15.

Our God and God of our ancestors, let our prayers: viduy , see note
to page 16.

Ashamnu and What shall we say: see notes to pages 16–17.

69 Al-cheit: is repeated four times during the day, as well as twice in
the Kol Nidrei service. It is completed with V’al kulam, see notes
to pages 16-17. 

O Lord, my God: after the communal declaration, this prayer
focuses on the individual, see note to page 17.

70 My God, guard my tongue: see note to page 17.

Yihyu l’ratson: see note to page 17.

70–71 O God, unto whom shall I compare thee: another piyyut by Judah
Halevi, woven round a selection of biblical themes. E.g. Isaiah
40: 18 ‘To whom then will ye liken God? Or what likeness will
ye compare unto him?’ and 40: 25 ‘To whom then will ye liken
me that I should be his equal, says the Holy One’; cf. Exodus
15: 11, ‘Who is like unto thee . . . ‘ (Mi chamocha); Isaiah 46: 5, ‘To
whom will ye liken me, and make me equal, and compare me,
that we may be like?’ continuing to 46: 9: ‘Remember the former
things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God,
and there is none like me.’ Psalm 89: 6, ‘For who in the heaven
can be compared to the Lord?’

Ere the mountains were brought forth . . . thou sat’st on thy divine
throne: cf. Psalm 104 and Job 38 – which echo each other. Also
Amos 4: 13. Isaiah 40: 21–22, ‘Have ye not known? Have ye not
heard? Hath it not been told you from the beginning? Have ye
not understood from the foundations of the earth? It is he that
sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof
are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain
and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in.’

Cf. Job 38: 4 etc. ‘Where wast thou when I laid the foundations
of the earth? Declare if thou hast understanding,’ etc. The
throne evokes the visions of Isaiah and Ezekiel.
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Thou containest all things but they contain thee not: I Kings 8:27,
‘For will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, the heaven
and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this
house that I have built?’; II Chronicles 2: 6, ‘But who is able to
build him an house, seeing the heaven and heaven of heavens
cannot contain him?’; II Chronicles 6: 18 ‘heaven and earth
cannot contain thee’.

Fearsome in praises: Exodus 15: 11 (the Song of the Sea) Almighty:
‘The Almighty’, whom we cannot find out, ‘is excellent in
power/strength’ (saggiy-koach) cf. Job 36: 26 and 37: 23.

Thou fillest the heavens and the earth: Cf. Job 37: 14 ‘stand still, and
consider the wondrous works of God’ Isaiah 25: 1; Psalm 104: 24,
111: 2.

O depth profound: Lit. ‘That which is far off, and exceeding
deep’, Ecclesiastes 7: 24 Far be it from thee . . .  shall the judge of all
the earth not do justice? Genesis 18: 25.

The piyyut ends with the words of the kedushah.

71 S’lach lanu: this section, seeking forgiveness, has three melodies
by the Anglo-Jewish composer Edward Hart, choirmaster
of West London Synagogue until the 1860s and composer of
many pieces in the six volumes of their music first published
by Verrinder and Salaman in 1892. These three short pieces are
all in the minor key. The first, Ha-azinah, ends in an imperfect
cadence, evoking the cantorial Ahavah rabbah mode. The
second, Hak’shivah, has an accompaniment set by Verrinder.
The third is Adonai hoshiah on p. 72. 

72 O Lord God of Heaven: composed of sentences from Nehemiah
1: 5–6, (adding thy people Israel ); Psalms 103: 13, 3: 8, 46: 11, 84: 12,
20: 9. In the Hebrew, the word Selah is included before and after
the phrase, The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our
refuge (Ps 46: 11). This is thought to have been an indication to
the musicians to highlight the phrase. It has not been included
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in the English translation. The refrain Adonai hoshiah concludes
the prayer.

Vayomer Adonai: a confirming refrain that will occur five times
during the day, it is set in the major key by Edward Hart.

72–73 Ana hashem: (I beseech thee, God): an Ashkenazi piyyut in acrostic
form, before the 13th century but author unknown. Daniel is
not named in the Hebrew, but is clearly identified as me-ish
hamudot: see Daniel 9: 23.

74 And now, O Lord our God: this returns to prayers for forgiveness,
which will invoke the thirteen attributes of God’s mercy: ‘And
he said:’ Exodus 33: 19. An ancient idea within these prayers is to
persuade God to move on Yom Kippur from his throne of
judgement to his throne of mercy.

O God thou art long-suffering . . . lodged and sheltered in the shadow
of thy wings: many psalm references (31: 7, 57: 1, 91: 1 and 4); On
the day when thou didst descend in a cloud: Exodus 34: 5. The day
when he called upon thy name . . .  And the Lord passed before him. . .
those who repent: Exodus 34: 6–7.

Adonai, Adonai: the thirteen attributes of God’s mercy, see notes
to page 22.

75 Shofeit kol ha’aretz (O supreme judge): this lively rhythmical
melody was composed by Harold Lester. It begins and ends
in the minor key and shifts frequently back and forth to the
relative major, a feature typical of the cantorial Magen avot
mode. The refrain of these three verses is sung by all, to a
melody evocative of the rising incense.

Those who sleep in Hebron: the patriarchs and matriarchs. The
Cave of Machpelah, at Hebron, was the burial place of
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca and Leah. Rachel was
buried near Bethlehem, where she died after giving birth to
Benjamin.

Be of good courage: Psalm 31: 24.
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76 Ana b’koreinu (Pray hear our cries for help): an expansion of
the familiar prayer asking for mercy and forgiveness, with
sung refrains throughout, in Ahavah rabbah mode, from the
West London tradition, with strong Spanish and Portuguese
resonances, but composed by Charles Salaman. Hashiveinu
here is also in Salaman’s version (Lamentations 5: 21). 

77 God the king: repeated six times in all. It introduces another
reminder of God’s attributes of mercy (cf. Adonai, Adonai), see
notes to page 22.

People of faith have passed away takes the form of an acrostic,
followed by a reverse acrostic, We are bewildered by evil. See
notes to pages 22–23.

78 Chatanu tsureinu: see notes to page 24.

79 Adonai melech: see notes to page 24.

80 Rachum v’chanun: see notes to page 25.

80–83 Remember for us: a series of petitions, see notes to pages 27–29.

83 Ki anu amecha: on this joyful song, see note to page 29.

84 We are obdurate: in Exodus 34: 9, the final verse of the first Torah
portion for today (and in several other places in Torah), the
people are described as ‘stiff-necked’ and hardened or obdurate.
From a modern perspective this can include being convinced
one is always right, refusing to listen, having a ready excuse for
every shortcoming, following predictable patterns of bad
behaviour, or having no desire to examine one’s life and make
space for change. 

O Lord, let our prayers, Ashamnu, and What shall we say: leading
up to the next repetition of Al-cheit with a slight variation, this
is similar to the prayers leading up to Al-cheit on page 16; both
variants are repeated elsewhere.

85 We have acted wickedly: see note to page 31.

Our God and God of our ancestors, pardon and forgive: see note to
page 31.
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86 David thy servant asked of thee: the quotations in this prayer are
from Who can perceive his errors: Psalm 19: 12. Cleanse me: Psalm
51: 2; And I will sprinkle purifying water upon you: Ezekiel 36: 25;
Return, O Israel: Hosea 14: 1. Take with you words: Hosea 14: 2.
Animal sacrifice: the Hebrew specifies bullocks, which were used
for the most important sacrifices.

87–88 This day: the quotations around which this series of petitions is
constructed are: And there shall be forgiveness: Numbers 15: 26.
For thou O Lord art good: Psalm 86: 5. Pardon, I pray, the iniquity:
Numbers 14: 19–20. Do not hold our former sins in memory against
us: Psalm 79: 8. Iniquity shall be sought for: Jeremiah 50:20.
In those days and at that time: Jeremiah 50: 20. For on this day shall
he make an atonement: Leviticus 16: 30, referring to atonement
made by the priest. O my God, incline thine ear . . . thy name:
Daniel 9: 18–19. The city referred to is Jerusalem. 

88–89 Avinu malkenu: this powerful penitential litany, attributed to
the first century sage Rabbi Akiva, is used on Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur as well as being used traditionally in services
during the Ten Days of Penitence. It was set to music by
Edward Hart, with accompaniment by Charles Verrinder. The
final verse is set to a contrasting melody based on the Ahavah
rabbah mode.

89–102 torah service
The structure of the Torah service is based on the principles laid
out in a minor tractate of the Talmud Soferim, 14.

89 Av harachamim (Father of Mercies): traditional petition and
declaration of trust. The melody is taken from Abraham Baer’s
compendium of liturgical chants, Ba’al T’fillah. 

90 Vay’hi binso’a (It came to pass): Numbers 10: 35–36, the prayer
of the children of Israel in the wilderness whenever the Ark
went forward to guide them in their wanderings. The musical
setting, in the major key, in the style of a triumphal march, is
by Lewandowski. It leads straight into his Ki mitsiyon (For from
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Zion), evoking a more meditative mood from the words from
Isaiah 2: 3.

90–91 The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20: 1–14) are read in full and
are followed by Baruch shenatan, sung to the same melody as
Ki mitsiyon. 

The line sh’ma begins in the minor key and ends in the Ahavah
rabbah mode. Echad eloheinu is sung to the same tune.
Gad’lu (Proclaim with me): Psalm 34: 4.

91–92 L’cha Adonai: I Chronicles 29: 11 followed by Psalm 99: 5 and 9.
The melody is by Edward Hart. Since it is rather short for
the purpose of accompanying the procession of the scroll,
Psalm 150 is now sung immediately after, in a march-like setting
by David M. Davis, joint editor of the Blue Book. This setting
is often used at Bar and Bat Mitzvah services at Westminster
Synagogue. The psalm is celebratory in tone, and therefore
highly appropriate. The procession of the scrolls symbolises the
relationship between Torah and the community. It allows the
opportunity to pay respect to the teachings contained in Torah
and, like the ancient Ark of the Covenant, the scroll can be
taken as an outward sign of the divine presence among us.
There is none holy as the Lord: a traditional prayer composed
almost wholly of biblical quotations: I Samuel 2: 2 (Hannah’s
prayer); Psalm 18: 31; Deuteronomy 33: 4; Proverbs 3: 17-18
(forming the sung section); Psalm 119: 165; Psalm 29: 11;
Deuteronomy 32: 3 and Psalm 68: 35. The last phrase, and give
honour to the Torah, is not biblical, but like the rest of this prayer
dates back to the 9th-century gaon, Rav Amram. 

Eits chayim hi: Proverbs 3: 17–18, sung to a setting by the
Ukrainian cantor Nisson Blumenthal (1805–1903).

elevation of the scroll (V’zot hatorah): the words are
from Deuteronomy 4: 44, 33: 4, 2 Samuel 22: 31 and Psalm 18: 30.
Melody by Hart, harmonisation by Verrinder.
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93 & 96 Blessings before and after the reading of the Torah follow the
form prescribed by R. Hamnuna of the Academy of Sura in
Babylon, 3rd–4th century ce.

torah and haftarah readings

93–95 Exodus 33: 12–34: 9: this dramatic reading presents the key
moment when Moses engages in a reasoned argument with
God and is rewarded on Mount Sinai with the vision of God’s
glory. We recall the passing by of this glory on numerous further
occasions during the day, in addition to twice during the Kol
Nidrei service. The passage has become known as describing the
thirteen attributes of mercy. For further discussion, see notes to
page 22.

95–96 Leviticus 19: 1–18 is taken from the very centre of the Torah and
conveys the essence of the laws by which we should live in order
to fulfil God’s injunction that we should be a holy people.

97–99 Isaiah 57: 14–58: 14. This is the traditional haftarah reading for
the morning of Yom Kippur, with true repentance as its
theme. Written during or shortly after the Babylonian exile, the
prophet reminds the people that God is willing to forgive, but
it is essential to match the outward show of repentance and
worship with actions that are founded on social justice and real
reverence. 

Haftarah readings date from before the destruction of the
Temple. The reading of Torah was followed by an appropriate
reading from the Prophets, probably closing the service as
the word haftarah means ‘dismissal’. At times of persecution
and prohibition, haftarah readings served as a substitute for
forbidden use ofTorah scrolls.

99 Blessings after the Haftarah: traditional, derived from Talmud
tractate Soferim.

100 Almighty God: this prayer for the Royal Family follows a
tradition founded on Jeremiah 29: 7 and Ezra 6: 10 and formulas
established at least from the 11th century.
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100–101 Merciful Father: this and the following paragraphs are extra
prayers for the congregation, the wider community and the sick
or afflicted, traditionally added before the Torah is returned to
the Ark. 

101 Psalm 29 (Havu l’adonai): the traditional psalm for the return of
the scroll to the Ark reminds us of the thunder and lightning at
Mount Sinai when the Torah was given and ends with a vision
of God enthroned, giving strength and blessing. The musical
setting is by Julius Mombach and is in a ternary form (ABA),
all in the major key, with the middle section in the sub-
dominant. Together with Edward Hart’s L’cha Adonai (page 91),
it represents the processional style of Western European Jewish
liturgical music, with its strong pulse and extrovert character.
Psalm 150 may again be offered as an extra if more time is
required to complete the procession. See page 92.

102 Return, O Lord: an expression of hope and renewal, culminating
in Hashiveinu (Lamentations 5: 21), set by Lewandowski.

additional service

103–104 Unetaneh Tokef: This medieval poem belongs mainly to the
Rosh Hashanah liturgy but may optionally be included here.
It reminds us that our destiny does not lie entirely in our own
hands, but we may avert the harsh decrees of fate that are
attached to the choices and actions we have made in the past if
we can free ourselves from endlessly repeating them, now and
in the future. The way to prevent bad choices from exerting a
continuing hold over us is through repentance, prayer and good
deeds. For further discussion of this prayer, see Rosh Hashanah
Machzor, pp. 98–99. If used on Yom Kippur, it is read, not sung.

104 Ochilah la’eil (I entreat the Almighty): this ancient Babylonian
piyyut or reshut marks a refocusing on petitional prayer, after the
previous readings. It expresses a desire for divine inspiration for
appropriate words for the leader of the service. There are some
parallels with Micah 7: 7.

WSYK04ENDSAtone2019OP_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:37  Page 56



00 readings for reflection257 notes on prayers for yom kippur

‘The thoughts of the heart . . . ‘: Proverbs 16: 1. This verse has been
translated in many different ways and is omitted altogether
from the Septuagint.

105–140 amidah : See notes to pages 10–17, for main sections, but on
this occasion the avodah or high priest ’s  service is
incorporated into it, as well as piyyutim.

107 May it be thy will: prayers for acceptance.

And He said: Exodus 33: 19.

107–109 O Lord, you established: known also by its Hebrew opening
words as Attah Konanta, this is one of the most ancient of all
piyyutim, probably written in Palestine in the 4th or 5th century
by Yose ben Yose, though some have ascribed it to the period of
the second Temple. This poem has the form of an alphabetic
acrostic, but there are longer and shorter versions of it. The
full version has four stanzas to each letter of the alphabet.
This shorter version follows the same outline: starting with the
creation of the world, it presents a concise history of mankind,
of the Jewish people and of the priesthood. It therefore forms
a fitting introduction to the High Priest’s service that follows,
and which was actually incorporated within some versions of the
piyyut. It contains midrashic material and biblical quotations:
Depart from us: Job 21: 14.

108 Perfect in his generation: Noah (Genesis 6: 9).
Come let us build: the tower of Babel, (Genesis 11: 4). 
Father of the multitude: Abraham, (Genesis 17: 4–5).
‘upright man’: this phrase is traditionally used to describe Job,
but here it clearly means Jacob. For its more general meaning,
cf. Psalm 18: 25.

109 Through the iniquities of our ancestors: this paragraph continues
the theme of the previous piyyut and was written by Ibn
Gabirol (11th century, Spain). It incorporates references to the
prophets (Hosea 14: 2, Isaiah 1: 7, Jeremiah 44: 18), and links
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the historic view of Attah konantah (above) to the re-enactment
of the Temple service that follows.

109–111 the high priest ’s  service is based on the words of the
ancient sacrificial rites, in remembrance of former times as
described in in Leviticus 16, even though the rituals have long
since ceased. They are mentioned in the Talmud, Yoma, 56b
(4th century) but are fully described in Mishnah Yoma, 1–7,
composed even earlier.

Ana hashem: In this setting by Hart, each word or pair of
words is spoken and then chanted responsorially upon a major
chord beneath a monotone. At v’she-pashati l’fanecha the melody
changes to the minor key. Ki vayom (For on this day he shall make
an atonement for you) is from Leviticus 16: 30, set by Mombach.

Blessed be the name of his glorious kingdom for ever and ever: this
expression, which is also the second line of the Sh’ma, comes not
from the Bible but from Talmud, Pesachim 56a. That is why in
the sh’ma it is traditionally recited only as an undertone. The
melody by Hart, also heard earlier, is in the minor key.

The whole pattern of Ana hashem – pashati l’fanecha – ki vayom
– Baruch shem is recited three times with variations to the text
as required to follow the ancient ritual. There is also a musical
difference in the second Pashati, with a flattened 2nd note of the
scale creating a temporary Phrygian flavour, enhancing the
special mood of this prayer.

111 And he sent the goat: the ritual of sending the second goat into
the wilderness (giving us the origin of the idea of scapegoat)
has been interpreted in different ways according to the under-
standing of the name Azazel. Most scholars now think it is a
steep cliff in the wilderness, or an abyss, as proposed in the
Talmud. Others have considered it to mean simply ‘dismissal’.
However, for a long time Azazel was regarded as being a
demonic spirit dwelling in the wilderness. Rashi explains the
name in terms of ‘harsh austerity’ rather than the more obvious
etymology, ‘God is strong’.
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112 Our God and God of our ancestors: This piyyut, which is a reverse
acrostic, focuses on the loss of purity which needs to be atoned
for. It is from the Ashkenazi tradition and dates from before
900 ce. The author is unknown. House of our life: beit chayim is
nowadays used to mean a cemetery, but the writer of this piyyut
is referring to each life as an established unit.

114 Seek the Lord while he can be found: Isaiah 55: 6–56: 8. Those who
are already gathered: this refers to the end of the Babylonian
captivity.

115 Return, O Israel, to the Lord:  Hosea 14: 2–10. Ride on steeds
refers to depending for safety on alliance with Egypt. Tree of
Lebanon: recent scholarship suggests a poplar is meant here,
but the figure of wide spreading branches and the mention of
fragrance seem more suited to the cedar tree.

116 Forgive us, O our Father: resumption of selichot prayers, seeking
forgiveness.

O Lord, God of heaven: the opening words of Nehemiah’s own
prayer while still in Babylon (Nehemiah 1: 6). As parents have
compassion: adapted from Psalm 103: 13.

117–120 Our God and God of our ancestors: continuing prayers for
forgiveness, each with its own character.

118 O God thou art long-suffering, leading to another repetition of
Adonai, Adonai (see notes to pages 74 and 22).

Enter not into judgment with us: a mesh of quotations from
Psalms 143: 2, 89: 14, 9: 8, 119: 149 culminating in Abraham’s
famous argument for God to deal justly (Genesis 18: 25).

119 What is man: in this echo of Biblical passages from Job and the
Psalms we have kept the poetic diction of older translations;
thus the term ‘man’ is to be understood – here and elsewhere –
as ‘humankind’, naturally including both genders. What is
man: Job 15: 14 and 25: 4; cf Psalm 8: 4. No trust in his servants:
Job 4: 18; knows our frame: Psalm 103: 14; of few days and full of
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trouble: Job 14: 1; days are like a passing shadow: Psalm 144: 4;
As far as the east: Psalm 103: 12; As a parent: 103: 13.

119 How can man whose daily expectation is death: another piyyut,
of unknown authorship but used for centuries in Polish and
Moravian communities as a Selichah or atonement prayer. It is
in the by now familiar form of an alphabetic acrostic, and
presents a further meditation on the theme from Job.  The form
that has come down to us is a reduced version, omitting the
verses beginning with nun, samech, pe, tzadi, kuf and resh. The
omitted verses dwell on the experience of one who clings to his
wealth: ‘So it is separated from him at the time of his death; he
shall be very anxious, a storm and a tempest will terrify him;
bands of death will tighten round him. He will suddenly be
trapped in terrifying siege and there will be none there to save
him.’ So the original piyyut now breaks off at the letter ayin,
with Naked came he, a verse echoing Ecclesiastes 5: 15, Psalm 49:
17, Ecclesiastes 7: 2 and Unetaneh tokef. It then ends with the
verse beginning with taf, Let prayer and righteousness. 

120 Od bo nishmato (As long as the soul): this refrain is also found in
the Polish rite from at least the 18th century, and in Austria in
the 14th–15th centuries. The melody is described as ‘ancient’ in
the West London compilation. This arrangement by Verrinder
shifts from the major to the minor key and then back again near
the end. It repeats after another paragraph of spoken text.

How can man be justified before his creator: a piyyut in the form
of an acrostic based on the first ten letters of the alphabet. Its
subject is the human condition at the day of judgment, and
constitutes another call to repentance. Author unknown, but
used in the Polish communities. It is followed by the same
refrain as before, Od bo nishmato.

121 Unto thee, O Lord, we lift up our soul: a compilation from Psalm
25: 1, Lamentations 3: 41, Psalm 121: 1 and Jonah 3: 9. 
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121–122 O God and God of our ancestors, I am a supplicant (Ani hu ha-
shoel): This piyyut has been attributed to the poet Baruch ben
Shmuel of Mainz who died in 1221. He was eminent among
German rabbis at the time but may have been of French origin.
A strong Sephardi influence is seen in his poems, though many
of them were adopted into German and Polish prayer books.
The suf-ferings of Ashkenazi communities during the third
crusade are among the topics on which he writes. Our version
has most but not all of a longer version that forms a complete
Aleph-to-Tav acrostic as well as an acrostic of Baruch ben
Shmuel’s name with the word chazak (strong). 

The great city of the people is Jerusalem (cf. Lamentations 1: 1).
Other biblical quotations include Genesis 27: 2, Psalm 39: 12,
Numbers 11: 15, Psalm 30: 9, Genesis 37: 7 and 48: 19.

The melody is written in strophic form for a mezzo-soprano
soloist. It begins in a minor key and ends in Ahavah rabbah. The
identity of the composer is not known.

123 Psalm 6: the Hebrew title refers to this psalm as accompanied by
a stringed instrument ‘on the eighth’, which possibly suggests a
deeper tone than, for instance, the viol. The psalm is written
from the depths of physical and mental anguish, but an abrupt
change at Depart from me suggests the psalmist’s prayer has
been answered and both recovery and resolution will follow. 

123–124 The people of Israel: this song, with its haunting refrain, suggests
a re-enactment of the various temple sacrifices through words
alone. Its authorship is unknown but it was the opening piyyut
of the Selichot section of the Mussaf service on Yom Kippur
among Sephardi communities. It has a strong and clear expres-
sion of the sinners’ awareness of their sins as well as their hope
for Divine forgiveness. Some see in this poem an allusion to the
prayer of Moses following the sin of the Golden Calf.

The refrain sung between the five verses, Ha-el ha-notzer chesed
la’alafim, begins in a minor key and ends in Mi shebeirach mode.
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124 Psalm 51: the final verse of this psalm, referring to the restora-
tion of sacrifices at the Temple in Jerusalem, has been omitted.
Many scholars, including Abraham ibn Ezra (11th–12th century)
have thought the last two verse were a late addition.

125–129 For all the following: Ana b’koreinu; God the King; Adonai,
Adonai; People of faith; We are bewildered by evil; Chatanu
tsureinu; Adonai melech; Rachum v’chanun; see notes to pages
21–25.

129–132 For all the following: Remember for us; Sh’ma koleinu; Ki anu
amecha; see notes to pages 27–29.

132 We are obdurate and the following two paragraphs: see notes to
page 84.

133 What shall we say unto thee: this familiar introductory prayer
(see pages 16 and 84) expands into a piyyut based on a double
alphabetic acrostic attributed to Eliyahu ben Menachem
ha Zaken (11th century French liturgical poet, possibly of
Sephardi origin). This was adopted into most liturgies, but
with variations. Not every letter is present in our version:
some of  the ‘doubles’ have been dropped and the letter tet is
missing altogether. Tet originally introduced a verse lamenting
that we have been fooled by the wickedness of our own bad
inclination which we have from birth, embedded in us like a
trap for us to step into. It is easy to see why previous editors
have preferred a lighter tone. Some communities do not use this
piyyut at all, though it has long authority and an established
place in the Yom Kippur and Selichot services of many Ashkenazi
communities, especially from Poland. Biblical references re-
called here include Psalm 44: 21, 19: 12, Jeremiah 17: 10, Psalm
139: 2 and Micah 7: 18. At Thou knowest the hidden things, on
p. 97, the original prayer resumes. 

134 Thou knowest and Al-cheit: see notes to pages 16–17.

135 Our God and God of our ancestors, pardon and forgive: see note to
page 31.
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Adir vena’or: This joyful song is of unknown age and author,
but is a piyyut built by alphabetic structure on a theme inspired
by the thirteen attributes of God’s mercy (expressed in 11 verses)
with a refrain drawn from Micah 7: 18–19, ‘Who is a God like
unto thee . . . ‘ which will form the basis of the prayer to follow
(see next entry). It came originally from the Musaf service of
the Sephardi tradition but is nowadays recited in many other
communities including modern Orthodox, Masorti, Liberal
and Reform. Traditionally the leader recites the verses while
the congregation responds with mi eil kamocha after each verse.
In our service it is sung in a ‘traditional’ melody, mainly in
the major key, from The Jewish Song Book compiled by the
celebrated ethnomusicologist Abraham Zvi Idelsohn (1882–
1938) and edited by his pupil Baruch Joseph Cohon.

136 As it is written, who is like unto thee?: this gives the text of Micah
7: 18–20 in full, with an additional expansion relevant to the
purpose of the prayer: ‘All the sins of thy people the house
of Israel wilt thou cast into a place where they shall not be
remembered or visited or thought of for ever’. 

Our God and God of our ancestors, pardon our iniquities: see note
to page 13.

137 Our God and God of our ancestors, may our remembrance, and Our
God and God of our ancestors, reign in thy glory: see, notes to
pages 13 and 14, but on this occasion the latter is sung, form-
ing a highly dramatic piece in the musical setting of Eliezer
Gerowitsch (Russia, 1844–1914). The original composition was
for a four-part choir and soloist, so it has been reduced, but
is still rich in harmony and modulation. 

138 Kadd’sheinu: see notes to page 14.

Modim: see notes to page 15.

139 Yi’hyu le-ratson: At this point on Yom Kippur a different setting
for this text is introduced: the composer is Cantor Sidney
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Rabinowitz, sometime hazzan at Temple Beth El, Stamford,
Connecticut. The melody is mainly in the Mi shebeirach mode,
and begins and ends with the same short motif.

140–142 Eloheinu shebashamayim: see note to pages 32–34.

142 Hayom: a selection of verses taken from a medieval piyyut,
acrostic in form but based on the second letter of the second
word in each line. The melody is a variant of the lively version
in the major key by Salomon Sulzer. A minor-key version by
Lewandowski may be explored in the future.

Ein keloheinu: a traditional piyyut from the Gaonic age (7th
to 11th centuries), used on every sabbath and festival, and
especially  appropriate for ending a section of the service: the
initial letters of the first three pairs of verses spell out the word
Amen and the last two pairs begin with Baruch and attah
(Blessed art thou). Of the numerous melodies available for
this hymn, the version by Salaman is the one used here.

143 Aleinu: see note to page 35. A concluding prayer dating back to
the 3rd century or earlier. 

144 Kaddish: the traditional Aramaic prayer for mourning, centred
on the concept that we praise God in both joy and sorrow. See
notes to page 36.

Adon olam: a poem with rhythm and rhyme of unknown
authorship (though attributed by some to Solomon ibn Gabirol).
It was adopted by all branches of the Jewish tradition by the
16th century. It is sung here to the tune of Psalm 103, Bar’chi
nafshi, as set by Salaman (see note to page 5).

afternoon service

145 Psalm 50. This psalm pictures a court scene in which good
conduct and reverence are shown to be far more appropriate
than sacrifice, a theme repeated elsewhere in the liturgy with
quotations from the prophets Isaiah and Hosea. Asaph was a
contemporary of David, famous for his skill as a musician and
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mentioned several times in connection with Temple music in
Chronicles. From the rising of the sun to the going down thereof:
sometimes translated ‘from the east to the west’.

146–148 Psalm 139: this intimate meditation on the relationship of the
individual with the divine has been called the noblest among
the psalms. Its theme is particularly appropriate to the day. The
psalm is in the style of David, but the language has an Aramaic
colouring, which probably dates it to after the Babylonian exile.
For thou hast formed my reins: the kidneys were considered the
seat of conscience.

148–157 torah service

Vaheyi bin-so’a introduces the Torah service, but the Ten
Commandments are not repeated here. See notes to pages
89–93.

150–151 The Torah reading, Deuteronomy 30, sets out the blessing
and the curse as a choice between life and death. It sums up
the essence of the day. In the Hebrew, the final paragraph
contains three instances of the plural form of ‘you’, stressing
the communal aspect of choice (I declare unto you this day . . .
not prolong your days . . . witness against you), but the entire
remainder of the passage uses the singular form, stressing the
individual nature of the choice to be made. However, here
and elsewhere we have kept to the more familiar form ‘you’
to denote human participation, reserving the use of ‘thou’ to
denote God.

152–155 We follow many centuries of tradition in reading the entire
book of Jonah for the afternoon Haftarah. 

157 Hodo al eretz: the melody is by Mombach, arranged by Alman.

Psalm 24: this psalm was composed for the joyous entry of the
Ark of the Covenant into the city of Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6;
1 Chronicles 15). The setting is by Mombach, in ternary form,
with the middle section in the subdominant key.

Hashiveinu here may be sung in the setting by Blumenthal. 
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158 Psalm 84: the first two verses of this psalm are sung on Yom
Kippur, in the beautiful setting of Salaman, arranged by
Verrinder. The remainder is read.

159 Psalm 145: a psalm of praise consisting of a harmonious weaving
of material from other psalms. It takes the form of an alpha-
betical acrostic, in 150 words, but without an entry for the letter
nun, supposedly because of its association with naphal, to
fall, as in the Nephilim (Genesis 6: 4) Whether or not that
is true, the psalm has earned a triple place in the traditional
daily liturgy, with a Talmudic endorsement (Berachot, 4a) that
whoever recites it three times daily will be sure of a place in the
world to come. That is ascribed partly to the psalm’s order and
completeness, and partly to the acknowledgement of God’s
grace in providing for all our needs (Thou openest thy hand, and
satisfiest the desire of every living thing). 

The structure of this psalm also repays study. Prof. Jonathan
Magonet has shown that it has a symmetrical structure, based
on a two-way flow of giving, with God’s attributes and God’s
kingship as sandwiched themes, and it begins and ends with
praise. See Magonet, A Rabbi reads the Psalms, pp. 32–40. 

160–161 And we will bless: Psalm 115: 18 (also used in Grace after meals).

A redeemer shall come: already mentioned as a prayer in the
Talmud (Sota 49a), these verses are composed mainly of
quotations, from Isaiah 59: 20, 1 Chronicles 29: 18, Psalms 78: 38,
86: 5, 119: 142; Micah 7: 20, Psalms 68: 19, 46: 7, 84: 12, 20: 9 and
30: 12.

Like the Kaddish, it appeared first as a prayer after Torah study.
In the Orthodox tradition it forms part of the concluding
section of many services. Here it is particularly appropriate
before moving towards Ne’ilah.

The last line, va’ani t’filati l’cha, is sung to a melody with
distinctive rhythm, placing emphasis on the second beat of
the bar (in triple time). Composer unknown.
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162–169 amidah , see notes to pages 10–17.

The melody for Kadosh here is that composed by Salaman and
arranged by Verrinder.

Yimloch is sung here, in a traditional melody arranged by Rev.
Francis L. Cohen.

169 Mi yitneni: another piyyut of Judah Halevi (12th century, Spain).
The refrain is sung six times, interspersed between five verses.
The composer of the melody is unknown, and the cadence
of each of the five verses can be harmonized differently.
Translation by David Goldstein from Hebrew Poems from Spain,
(London: Penguin, 1965 reprinted Oxford: Littman Library,
2007), with kind permission of the Littman Library.

171 Come let us with deep humility bow down: starting with a phrase
that echoes Psalm 95: 6, these four verses and their refrain are a
Sephardi piyyut that has long been traditional for the afternoon
service of Yom Kippur. It is classified as a techina, a plea before
God. It is attributed to Hiyya al-Daudi, a distinguished rabbi,
poet and royal administrator in 12th Century Andalusia. 

To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness: the refrain,
quoting Daniel 9: 9, is sung in the minor key, composer
unknown.

172 Psalm 130: one interpretation of ‘songs of ascent’ is that the
fifteen psalms concerned were sung on the steps leading up to
the Temple; alternatively that they were sung on the ascent to
Jerusalem during the pilgrim festivals. Another observation is
that they are all designed to lift the spirits, and they are all
composed in a form that is readily adapted to song. Here,
however the psalm is read.

173 Ya sh’ma evyonecha (Lord, hearken to thy suppliant people): written
as a prelude to the Selichot prayers of the afternoon service of
Yom Kippur, this is another poem of Judah Halevi. Its six verses
have been set by Hart, and arranged by Verrinder.
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173–174 Ana b’koreinu: see note to page 76, but on this occasion the lines
are sung, as well as the responses.

God the king and Adonai, Adonai: see notes to page 22.

175 Aleinu: see note to page 35.

memorial service

176 There is a beautiful legend: This prayer was contributed by
Rabbi Dr. Thomas Salamon. The legend came from an ancient
collection of midrashim known as Yelammedenu, no longer
extant but quoted in other works, from Rashi onwards. The
Psalm quoted is Psalm 8.

Rabbi José ben Qisma: a Tannaitic sage quoted in the Sayings of
the Fathers 6: 9. When you walk: Proverbs 6: 22.

177 We should think of human life as a gift: contributed by the late
Professor David Daiches Raphael (1916–2015).

178 Aneh ani: see note to page 2.

Enosh: Psalm 103, verses 15–17. The musical composition is one
of the finest in the entire canon of 19th century Ashkenazi
liturgical music. Lewandowski has captured the essence of
the words and mood of the Memorial service, as much in the
extended organ introduction as in the powerful setting of
the text. It reaches a climax on a diminished 7th chord, before a
coda brings the composition to a subdued close. There have
been attempts to bring the Ashkenazi accentuation into line
with modern Sephardi-Israeli pronunciation, but the result is a
reduction in intensity, so this practice has not been followed
and the composer’s intentions have been adhered to. 

El male rachamim: Ashkenazi funeral prayer also used at all
services of memorial and commemoration. Of the many
melodies associated with this traditional text, this cantorial
recitative has been revived by Thomas Salamon and tran-
scribed by Alexander Knapp. It has motifs reminiscent of
the  traditional Kol Nidrei tune of 16th-century Germany.
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179 Kaddish: see note to page 36.

concluding service

180 El Nora Alilah: this piyyut that began in the Sephardi and
Mizrahi liturgy has been widely adopted into other Yom Kippur
services. In its original form it consisted of the refrain and seven
stanzas; even in the five stanzas given here we can see the trace
of a hidden reference to the author, Moses ibn Ezra (12th
century Spain), in the initial letters of the verses which spell out
‘Moses, may he be strong’ ( ).

The composer of this Sephardi melody is unknown, but its
cheerful and uplifting character in the major key makes it
especially suited to this stage in the day.

few in number: Deuteronomy 4: 27 and 28: 62. Both refer to the
reduction in numbers of the remnant of the people after they
had been scattered.

181 Ochila la’el: the ancient formulation that introduces the Amidah
marks a high point in the service, a moment of complete
surrender to the purpose of the day. It recognises that the
words that can truly inspire come from God, though it is up to
us to try to arrange our thoughts in an appropriate way. It was
already present in the 9th-century siddur of Rav Amram Gaon.

181–190 amidah : see notes to pages 10–17.

187 Our God and God of our ancestors: after the end of the High Holy
Day Amidah blessings, the section does not conclude but
continues with selichot prayers, including another repetition of
Ashamnu.

187–188 Thou dost put forth thy hand: in the imagery of this prayer,
repeated again near the end of the service, we are reminded
of God’s help and welcoming hand as we complete the cycle of
repentance.

188–189 Thou didst distinguish frail humanity: a compilation of quota-
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tions. What doest thou?: The very inappropriateness of this
question indicates God’s supreme power: See Job 9: 12,
Ecclesiastes 8: 4, Daniel 4: 35. Seek ye the Lord while he may be
found: Isaiah 55: 6, read earlier in the Haftarah of the morning
service. Let the wicked: Isaiah 55: 7. gracious and compassionate,
long-suffering, great in mercy and abundant in goodness: these
qualities are named several times, for example in the recitation
of the thirteen attributes of mercy (Adonai, Adonai), though the
exact translation may have varied. Say unto them, As I live . . . :
Ezekiel 33: 11. in the death: Ezekiel 18: 23. For I have no pleasure
in the death: Ezekiel 18: 32.

189–190 Conclusion of the afternoon Amidah.

190 As Yom Kippur draws to a close, there are several short texts that
are both read and sung, if time permits. These are  interspersed
with other pieces of sung liturgy already heard earlier in the
day. Of these short texts, Petach lanu (Open for us the gate) shares
the melody of Od bo nishmato heard earlier. This is grouped
with Hayyom yifnei and Ana eil na.

The Ne’ilah tunes in this section are all of great age and
are among the most characterful melodies in Jewish music.
No precise dates of composition can be given or composers
identified, but they form part of the rich heritage of Jewish
oral tradition. The versions used at Westminster Synagogue are
derived from the West London volume 6, adjusted to a greater
or lesser extent by Harold Lester.

As a parent has compassion: a compilation from psalms.

191 O my God, incline thine ear: Daniel 9: 18–19, as quoted in the
morning service (page 88).

God the king and Adonai, Adonai: see notes to page 22.

192 Enkat m’sal-deicha: the opening of a medieval piyyut, used as a
selicha prayer or a prayer for rain. Its authorship has been
disputed, with a presumed acrostic suggesting ‘Moses’ perhaps
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Moses ibn Ezra or an ‘Eliezer’. It has, however, most recently
been ascribed to Rabbi Silano of Venosa (9th century, Italy).
Here, its first verse provides the first of four pieces that may be
read and sung. 
The second is Yisrael nosha, ascribed to his son, Rabbi
Shefatiah. The third and fourth, whose authorship is untraced,
are Yachbieinu tseil yado (The shadow of his hand will shelter us),
referring to Isaiah 49: 2, and Yashmieinu, referring to God as
the one who dwells in the secret place, cf. Psalm 91: 1.

192– 193 Adonai, Adonai: these two final repetitions of the thirteen
attributes of God’s mercy (the ninth and tenth of the day,
including the Torah reading) have a petitionary sentence added:
in between them is the verse Ezkerah Elohim. This pizmon
(a verse of praise and instruction) is the first stanza of four in
the original by R. Amittai ben Shephatiah of Oria (9th or 10th
century, southern Italy), grandson of Rabbi Silano and son of
R. Shephatiah mentioned above. 

193 As the intensity of the day moves towards its climax, there are
two more passages which may be both read and sung. They call
upon God to have mercy (Rachem na) and to open the gates of
forgiveness, the gates of heaven (sha’arei shamayim).
Sh’ma koleinu: see notes to pages 27–29. The musical setting for
sh’ma koleinu used here is not heard at any other time during the
High Holy Days. The composer is unknown, but the arranger is
Francis L. Cohen. The last four bars are repeated pianissimo,
making an especially powerful emotional impact near the end
of the Ne’ilah service.

194 Our God and God of our ancestors, forsake us not, and Ki anu
amecha: these cut to the heart of earlier requests (cf.  page 29).
For the sake of thy name: Psalm 25: 11

195 We are obdurate: see notes to page 84.
What shall we say unto thee: this approach to God is made
eight times in all during the day. See notes to page 16. In the
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paragraphs that follow there is a deliberate repetition of the
latter parts of the service, as we approach the climax of the day’s
prayers.

195 Thou dost put forth thy hand: see notes to pages 187‒188.

196 Thou didst distinguish frail humanity: see note to pages 188–189.

197 Our God and God of our ancestors, pardon: see notes to page 13.

199 Psalm 32: On the meaning of the word Maschil in the title,
opinions vary: it may be a musical term or it may indicate a
psalm of instruction, to increase understanding. It has been
called a poem of deep religious and psychological importance.
It contrasts the distress of guilt with the benefits of confession
and healing.

200–201 Avinu malkeinu: see notes to pages 88–89. On this occasion it is
read, not sung, apart from the final verse, which is sung.

201 The final declarations are both read and sung. The readings are
once for the first line, three times for the second line and seven
times for the third line – marking a ritual close to the service
followed by the sounding of a long note on the shofar to
proclaim the end of the fast.

havdalah service

201–202 The end of this holy day is also marked by the short Havdalah
service, distinguishing the extraordinary and sacred from the
ordinary patterns of life. The introductory section is based on
Reform practice, but the blessings are traditional. The phrase
Adonai tseva’ot is sometimes nowadays translated as ‘Lord of all
creation’, but more correctly it is ‘Lord of hosts’, not just in the
sense of a military leader, but implying heavenly armies, i.e.
the planets, stars and troops of angels.

Eliyahu hanavi: This melody in the minor key is in three
sections, the last being a repetition of the first. Its origins are
unknown, but there is some evidence to suggest that it may date
back to the 11th century.
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According to the day of the week, it might also be appropriate
to sing the words Shavua tov, expressing the wish for a good
week at the close of the sabbath. The traditional tune is in the
minor key and in triple time. Especially well known among
American Jews (sometimes as A Gute Voch), it was used by the
Yiddish Theatre composer Joseph Rumshinsky (1881–1956) as
the basis for his popular song Hamavdil.
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Jewish Modes and Scales

Many congregants are familiar with the major and minor scales and
keys of Western music. The notes above have referred also to tradi-
tional Jewish prayer modes. The intervals of these modes are given
below, in each case taking the note A as the first degree of the scale
(though they can, of course, be transposed). 

Ahavah rabbah (or Freigish): 
A – Bb– C#– D – E – F – G – A

Magen avot (or Aeolian, Natural minor):
A – B – C – D – E – F – G – A

Mi shebeirach (or Av harachamim, Ukrainian-Dorian): 
A – B – C – D#– E – F#– G – A

Phrygian (or Yishtabach): 
A – Bb– C – D – E – F – G – A
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Transliterations of Selected Prayers

Aneh ani pages 2, 38
Aneh ani sh’fal kol ha-sh’falim (aneh ani),
V’sa chet-o m’kabeil ha-t’fillot (aneh ani),
V’ha-areich na b’rachameicha sh’notav (aneh ani),
V’tsavei chol sh’elotav l’malot (aneh ani),
V’tachshov kol t’filotav k’toret (aneh ani),
L’faneicha k’korbanot v’olot (aneh ani),
V’ha’eil ha-m’kabeil ha-t’filot, 
Sh’ma koli asher yishama b’kolot (aneh ani).

Psalm 92 (last section) pages 3, 50
� Tsaddik katamar yifrach, k’erez bal’vanon yisgeh.
Sh’tulim b’veit Adonai, b’chatsrot eloheinu yafrichu.
Od y’nuvun b’seivah, d’sheinim v’ra’anannim yihyu.
L’haggid ki yashar Adonai, tsuri v’lo avlatah bo.

Psalm 93 pages 4, 50
� Adonai malach gei’ut laveish, laveish Adonai, oz hit’azzar af
tikkon teiveil bal timmot. Nachon kisacha mei’az, mei’olam attah.
Nas’u n’harot Adonai, nas’u n’harot kolam, yis’u n’harot dochyam.
Mikkolot mayim rabbim addirim mishb’rei yam, addir bamarom
Adonai. Eidotecha ne’emnu m’od, l’veit’cha na’avah kodesh,
Adonai l’orech yamim.

Va-yomer Adonai pages 5 ,72, 87, 116, 191
Va-yomer Adonai salachti kidvarecha.

Shehecheyanu page 5
� Baruch attah Adonai eloheinu melech ha-olam, shehecheyanu,
v’kiy’manu, v’higgi’anu la-z’man ha-zeh. Amen. 
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Bar’chu pages 6, 57

Bar’chu et Adonai ham’vorach. 
Baruch Adonai ham’vorach l’olam va’ed.

Ahavat olam page 6

� Ahavat olam beit yisra’el amm’cha ahavta, torah umitsvot
chukkim umishpatim otanu limmad’ta. Al kein Adonai eloheinu,
b’shochbeinu uv’kumeinu nasi’ach b’chukkeicha, v’nismach
v’na’aloz b’divrei toratecha umitsvoteicha v’chukkoteicha l’olam
va’ed. Ki heim chayeinu v’orech yameinu, uvahem nehgeh yomam
valailah, v’ahavat’cha al tasir mimmennu l’olamim. Baruch attah
Adonai, oheiv et ammo yisra’el.

Sh’ ma ( first section) pages 7, 60

� Sh’ma yisra’el, Adonai eloheinu Adonai echad

� Baruch sheim k’vod malchuto l’olam va’ed.

V’ahavta et Adonai elohecha, b’chol l’vav’cha, uv’chol nafsh’cha
uv’chol m’odecha. V’hayu had’varim ha’eilleh asher anochi
m’tsav’cha hayom al l’ vavecha. V’shinnantam l’vanecha, v’dibbarta
bam, b’shivt’cha b’veitecha, uv’lecht’cha vaderech uv’shochb’cha
uv’kumecha. Uk’shartam l’ot al yadecha, v’hayu l’totafot bein
einecha. Uch’tavtam al m’zuzot beitecha uvisharecha. 

L’ma-an tiz’k’ru pages 8, 61

� L’ma-an tiz’k’ru va-asitem et-kol-mits-votai. V’hayitem k’doshim
lelohaichem. Ani Adonai eloheichem asher hotseiti et-chem me-
erets mitsraim li-h’yot lachem lelohim. Ani Adonai eloheichem.
[Emet]
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279 transliterations of selected prayers

Eloheinu velohei avoteinu, m’loch
pages 14, 66, 137, 165, 185, 198
Eloheinu velohei avoteinu, m’loch al kol ha-olam, kulo bi-
ch’vodecha. 

V’hinassei al kol-ha-aretz bi-karecha, v’hofa bahadar g’on uzecha,
al kol-yosh’vei teiveil artsecha.

V’yeida kol pa’ul ki attah p’alto, v’yavin kol yatsur ki attah y’tsarto.
V’yomar kol-asher n’shamah b’appo,

Adonai elohei yisrael melech, u-malchuto bakol mashalah.

Kadd-sheinu pages 14, 66, 138, 165, 185, 198
� Kadd-sheinu b’mitsvotecha, v’tein chelkeinu b’toratecha, sab’einu
mittuvecha, vsamcheinu bishuatecha, v’taheir libeinu l’ovd’cha
b’emet. 

Modim pages 15, 67, 186
� Modim anachnu lach, she’attah hu Adonai eloheinu veilohei
avoteinu l’olam va’ed.

short version on pages 138, 166
� Modim anachnu lach.

Sim Shalom pages 15, 68, 186
� � Sim shalom tovah uv’rachah chayim chein vachesed, ts’dakah
v’rachamim aleinu, v’al kol yisrael amecha, uvar’cheinu avinu
kullanu yachad b’or panecha, ki v’or panecha natata lanu Adonai
eloheinu torah v’chayim, ahavah vachesed, ts’dakah v’rachamim,
b’rachah v’shalom, v’tov b’einecha l’vareich et amm’cha yisra’el b’rov
oz uv’shalom. 
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Lechayim lefarnasah tovah liyshua u’lenechemah nizacher
lefanecha. anachnu v’chol amm’cha yisra’el, l’chayim tovim
ul’shalom. Baruch attah Adonai, ham’vareich et ammo yisra’el
bashalom.

short version on pages 139, 167
� � Sim shalom tovah uv’rachah chayim chein vachesed, ts’dakah
v’rachamim aleinu, v’al kol yisrael amecha.

Ashamnu pages 16, 30, 68, 84, 132, 167, 187, 195
Ashamnu, Bagadnu, Gazalnu, Dibarnu dofi; 
He-evinu, Vehirshanu, Zadnu, Chamasnu, Tafalnu sheker; 
Ya’atsnu ra, Kizavnu, Latznu, Maradnu, Ni-atznu;  
Sararnu, Avinu, Pashanu, Tsararnu, Kishinu oref; 
Rashanu, Shichatnu, Ti-avnu, Ta-inu, Ti-tanu.

Al-cheit pages 17, 31, 69, 85, 134, 168
Al-cheit shechatanu l’ fanecha b’ oness 
Al-cheit shechatanu l’ fanecha b’ ratson
Al-cheit shechatanu l’ fanecha baseter
Al-cheit shechatanu l’ fanecha b’ galui
Al-cheit shechatanu l’ fanecha b’ shogeg
Al-cheit shechatanu l’ fanecha b’ meizid

� V’al kulam, elo’ah s’lichot, s’lach lanu, m’chal lanu, kaper lanu.

Yi’hyu le-ratson pages 17, 70, 139, 169, 190
Yi-h’yu leratson im-rei fi, v’hegyon libiy l’fanecha, Adonai tsuri
ve-go’ali.

Oseh Shalom pages 18, 70, 140, 169, 190
Oseh shalom bimromav hu ya’aseh shalom aleinu v’al kol yisra’el,
v’al kol b’nei Adam. 
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Adonai, Adonai
pages 22, 26, 74, 77, 94, 118, 126, 174, 191, 192, 193
Adonai, Adonai, el rachum ve-chanun
Erech apayim v’rav chesed v’emet.
Notser chesed la’alafim
Noseh avon vafesha
V’chatta-ah v’nakeh

Chatanu tsureinu pages 24, 78, 127
Chatanu tsureinu, s’lach lanu yots’reinu;
Sh’ma yisrael Adonai eloheinu Adonai echad;
Baruch shem k’vod malchuto l’olam va-ed.
Adonai hu ha-elohim, Adonai hu ha-elohim. 

Adonai melech pages 24, 79, 127
Adonai melech, Adonai malach, 
Adonai yimloch l’olam va-ed.

Rachum ve’chanun pages 25, 80, 128

Rachum v’chanun, chatanu l’faneicha, racheim aleinu.

Adon has’lichot, bochein l’vavot, goleh amukot, dover tz’dakot.
Chatanu l’faneicha, racheim aleinu.

Hadur b’nifla’ot, vrav ha’alili’ot, zocheir b’rit avot, chokeir k’layot.
Chatanu l’faneicha, racheim aleinu.

Tov u’meitiv lab’ri’yot, yodei’ah kol nistarot, koveish avonot, loveish
tzedakot. Chatanu l’faneicha, racheim aleinu.

Male zachiyot, nora t’hillot, solei’ach avonot, oneh va’tzarot.
Chatanu l’faneicha, racheim aleinu.

Po’eil y’shu’ot, tzofeh atidot, korei ha’dorot, rocheiv aravot, shomei’a
t’fillot, t’mim dei’ot. Chatanu l’faneicha, racheim aleinu.
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Ki anu amecha pages 29, 83, 131, 194

Eloheinu veilohei avoteinu, s’lach lanu m’chal lanu, kaper-lanu. � Ki anu amecha, v’attah eloheinu; 
anu va necha v’attah avinu.   
Anu avadecha, v’attah adoneinu; 
anu k’halecha, v’attah chelkeinu.
Anu nachalatecha, v’attah goraleinu; 
anu tzonecha, v’attah ro’einu
Anu charmecha, v’attah not’reinu; 
anu f ’ulatecha, v’attah yotz’reinu.
Anu rayatecha, v’attah dodeinu; 
anu s’gulatecha, v’attah eloheinu.
Anu amecha, v’attah malkeinu; 
anu ma-amirecha, v’attah ma-amireinu.

Psalm 103 (sung section only) page 42

� Bar’chi nafshi et Adonai, v’chol k’ravai et sheim kod’sho. 
Bar’chi nafshi et Adonai, v’al tishk’chi kol g’mulav. 
Ha-solei’ach l’chol avo-nei-chi, harofei l’chol ta’chalu’ay’chi. 
Ha-go’eil mishachat chayay’chi, ha-mat’reichi chesed v’rachamim. 
Ha-masbi’a batov edyeich, tit’chadeish ka-nesher n’uray’chi.
Oseih ts’dakot Adonai, u’mishpatim l’chol ashukim. 
Yodi’a d’rachav l’mosheh, livnei yisra’eil ali’lo’tav.
Rachum v’chanun Adonai, erech apayim v’rav chased.
Lo la’netzach yariv, v’lo l’olam yittor.
Lo cha’chata’einu asah lanu, v’lo cha ‘avonoteinu gamal aleinu.
Ki chig’vo’ah shamayim al ha’aretz, gavar chasdo al y’rei’av. 
Kir’chok mizrach mi-ma’arav, hirchik mimenu et p’sha’einu 
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Adonai hu ha’elohim page 43
Adonai hu ha’elohim, Adonai hu ha’elohim
Adonai melech, Adonai malach, 
Adonai yimloch l’olam va-ed.

Amen, hal’lu-yah, kol ha-n’shamah t’haleil yah, hal’lu-yah 

Baruch Adonai l’olam page 51
Baruch Adonai l’olam, amen v’amen. Baruch Adonai mi-tsion
sh’chon yerushalayim, halleluyah. Baruch Adonai Elohim elohei
yisrael, oseh nifla’ot l’vado. U-varuch shem k’vodo l’olam. V’yimalei
k’vodo et kol-ha-aretz, amen v’amen.

Nishmat kol chai page 55
� Nishmat kol chai t’vareich et shimcha Adonai eloheinu, v’ru’ach
kol basar t’fa’eir ut’romeim zichr’cha malkeinu tamid. Min ha’olam
v’ad ha’olam attah eil, 

§ umibal’adecha ein lanu melech go’eil umoshi’a podeh umatsil,
v’oneh um’racheim, b’chol eit tsarah v’tsukah, ein lanu melech ozeir
v’someich zulatecha. 

Elohei harishonim v’ha ‘acharonim, elo ‘ah kol b’riot, adon kol
toladot, ham’hullal b’chol hatishbachot, ham’naheig olamo b’chesed
uvri’otav b’rachamim. Vadonai lo yanum v’ lo yishan, ham’oreir
y’sheinim v’hameikits nirdamim, m’chayeh meitim v’rofei cholim,
pokei’ach ivrim v’zokeif k’fufim, l’cha l’vadd’cha anachnu modim. 

Yishtabach page 57
Yishtabach shimcha la-ad malkeinu, ha-eil hamelech hagadol
v’hakadosh bashamayim uva-aretz. Ki l’cha na-eh, Adonai eloheinu
veilohei avoteinu, l’olam va-ed, shir ush’vachah, haleil v’zimrah, oz
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umemshalah, netzach, g’dulah ug’vurah, t’hilah v’tiferet, k’dushah
umalchut. B’rachot v’hoda-ot l’shimcha hagadol vehakadosh.
U mei olam v’ad olam attah el. Baruch attah Adonai, melech gadol
u-m’hullal batishbachot, eil hahoda-ot, adon hanifla-ot, borei
chol-han’shamot, ribbon kol ha-ma’asim, habocheir b’shirei zimrah,
melech, chei ha-olamim.  Amen.

Ha-azinah pages 71, 116

Ha-azinah Adonai tefilateinu, ha-k’shivah b’kol tachanuneinu.

Ha-k’shivah l’kol shav-ateinu malkeinu v’eloheinu ki eileicha nit-
pallal.

Adonai hoshiah (refrain) pages 72, 116, 190

Adonai hoshiah ha-melech ya-anenu b’yom koreinu.

Shofeit kol-ha-aretz (refrain) page 75

K’olat ha-boker asher l’olat ha-tamid.

Ana b’koreinu (refrains) pages 76, 125

Adonai sh’ma-a Adonai s’lacha

Sh’ma Adonai S’lach adonai

Hashiveinu pages 76, 102, 125, 157, 174

� Hashiveinu Adonai eilecha v’nashuvah, chaddeish yameinu
k’kedem.
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Kaper chata’einu pages 82, 130

Kaper chata’einu bayom hazeh v’tahareinu

K’mah she-katuv: Ki vayom hazeh y’chaper aleichem l’taher etchem
mikol chato-teichem lif ’nei Adonai tit’haru.

Ha-vi-einu el har kod’shecha, v’sam’cheinu b’veit t’filatecha.

K’mah she-katuv: va-haviotim el har kodshi, v’simach’tim b’veit
t’fillati, oloteihem v’ziv’cheihem l’ratson al mizbachi, ki veiti
beit t’fillah yikarei l’chol ha-amim. 

Sh’ma koleinu adonai eloheinu, chus v’racheim aleinu, v’kabeil
b’rachamim u-v’ratson et t’fillateinu.

Hashiveinu Adonai eilecha v’nashuvah, chaddeish yameinu
k’kedem.

Avinu malkeinu pages 88, 200

Avinu malkeinu, chatanu l’fanecha.

Avinu malkeinu, ein lanu melech zulatecha.

Avinu malkeinu, aseih imanu l’ma’an sh’mecha.

Avinu malkeinu, chadeish aleinu shanah tovah

Avinu malkeinu, kaleih dever v’cherev v’ra’av ush’vi umashchit
umaggeifah mib’nei v’ritecha.

Avinu malkeinu, sh’lach r’fuah sh’leimah l’cholei amecha.  

Avinu malkeinu, z’chor ki afar anach’nu.  

Avinu malkeinu, m’chal lanu u’s’lach l’chol avonoteinu

Avinu malkeinu, m’cheih v’ha’aveir p’sha’einu mineged einecha.

Avinu malkeinu, zoch’reinu l’chayim tovim 

Avinu malkeinu, zoch’reinu b’zikaron tov mil’fanecha.

Avinu malkeinu, hatzmach lanu y’shuah b’karov.
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Avinu malkeinu, hareim keren yisra’eil amecha.
Avinu malkeinu, hachazireinu bitshuvah sh’leimah l’fanecha.
Avinu malkeinu, sh’ma koleinu, chus v’racheim aleinu.
Avinu malkeinu, kabeil b’rachamim uv’ratzon et t’filateinu.
Avinu malkeinu, t’hi hasha’ah hazot sh’at rachamim v’eit ratzon

mil’fanecha.
Avinu malkeinu, aseih l’ma’ancha im lo l’ma’aneinu.
Avinu malkeinu, al t’shiveinu reikam mil’fanecha.  
Avinu malkeinu, choneinu va’aneinu, ki ein banu ma’asim, aseih

immanu tz’dakah vachesed v’hoshi’einu.

TORAH SERVICE

page 89
� Av harachamim, heitivah virtson’cha et tsiyon, ki v’cha l’vad
batachnu, melech eil ram v’nissa, adon olamim.

pages 90–91 and 148–149
� Vay’hi binso’a ha’aron vayomer Mosheh, kumah, Adonai,
v’yafutzu oy’veicha, v’yanusu m’saneicha mipaneicha. 
� Ki mitsiyon teitsei torah, ud’var Adonai mirushalayim.
� Baruch shenatan torah l’amo yisra-eil bikdushato.
Sh’ma yisra’el, Adonai eloheinu Adonai echad.
Echad eloheinu, gadol adoneinu, kadosh v’norah sh’mo.
[reader: Gad’lu l’Adonai itti, un’rom’mah sh’mo yachdav.]
� L’cha Adonai hag’dulah v’hag’vurah v’hatif ’eret v’haneitzach
v’ha’hod, ki chol bashamayim uva’aretz, l’cha Adonai hamamlachah,
v’hamitnassei l’chol l’rosh. 
Rom’mu Adonai eloheinu, v’hishtachavu lahadom raglav, kadosh
hu. Rom’mu Adonai eloheinu, v’hishtachavu l’har kod’sho, ki
kadosh Adonai eloheinu.
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Psalm 150 pages 92, 149
Halleluyah, Hallelu eil b’kod’sho, hallelu-hu bir’ki’a uzo, 
Hallelu-hu bi-g’vurotav, Hallelu-hu k’rov gud’lo. 
Hallelu-hu b’teika shofar, Hallelu-hu b’nevel v’chinnor, 
Hallelu-hu b’tof u-machol, Hallelu-hu b’minim v’ugav. 
Hallelu-hu b’tsiltsilei shama, Hallelu-hu b’tsiltsilei t’ru’ah
Kol ha-n’shamah t’hallel yah, Halleluyah.  

Eits Chayim pages 92, 149
� Eits chayim hi lamachazikim bah, v’tom’cheha m’ushar.
D’racheha darchei no’am, v’chol n’tivoteha shalom.

Elevation of Scroll pages 92, 149
� V’zot hatorah asher sam Mosheh lifnei b’nei yisra’el.
Torah tsivah lanu Mosheh, morashah k’hillat Ya’akov.
Ha’eil tamim dar’ko, imrat Adonai ts’rufah,
magein hu l’chol hachosim bo.

Blessing before Torah reading pages 93, 150
Bar’chu et Adonai ham’vorach. 
Baruch Adonai ham’vorach l’olam va’ed. (reader repeats)
Baruch attah Adonai eloheinu melech haolam, asher bachar banu
mikkol ha’ammim, v’natan lanu et torato. 
Baruch attah Adonai, notein hatorah. 

Blessing after Torah reading pages 96, 152
Baruch attah Adonai eloheinu melech ha’olam, asher natan lanu
torat emet, v’chayei olam nata b’tocheinu. 
Baruch attah Adonai, notein hatorah.
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Psalm 29 page 101
� Havu ladonai b’nei eilim, havu ladonai kavod va’oz.
Havu ladonai k’vod sh’mo, hishtachavu ladonai b’hadrat kodesh.
Kol Adonai al hamayim eil hakavod hir’im, Adonai al mayim

rabbim.
Kol Adonai bako’ach, kol Adonai behadar.
Kol Adonai shoveir arazim,  vay’shabbeir Adonai et arzei hal’vanon.
Vayarkideim k’mo eigel, l’vanon v’siryon k’mo ven r’eimim.
Kol Adonai chotzeiv lahavot eish.
Kol Adonai yachil midbar, yachil Adonai midbar kadeish.
Kol Adonai y’choleil ayalot, vayechesof y’arot uv’heichalo kullo

omeir kavod.
Adonai lamabul yashav, vayeishev Adonai melech l’olam.
Adonai oz l’ammo yittein, Adonai y’vareich et ammo vashalom.

Un’taneh Tokef pages 103–4
Un’taneh tokef k’dushat hayom, ki hu nora v’ayom: uvo tinasei
malchutecha, v’yikon b’chesed kisecha, v’teisheiv alav be-emet. 
Emet ki attah hu dayan umochi’ach, v’yodei’a va’eid, v’choteiv
v’choteim, v’sofeir umoneh, v’tizkor kol hanishkachot, v’tiftach et
seifer hazichronot, umei-eilav yikarei, v’chotam yad kol adam bo. 

Uv’shofar  gadol yitaka, v’kol d’mamah dakah yishama: umalachim
yeichafeizun, v’chil ur’adah yocheizun, v’yomru hineih yom hadin,
lifkod al tz’va marom badin, ki lo yizku v’einecha badin. V’chol ba’ei
olam ya’av’run l’faneicha kivnei maron. 

K’vakarat roeh edro, ma’avir tzono tachat shivto, kein ta’avir v’tispor
v’timneh, v’tifkod nefesh kol chai, v’tachtoch kitzvah l’chol b’riyah,
v’tichtov et g’zar dinam.  

B’rosh hashanah yikateivun, uv’yom tzom kipur yeichateimun,
Kamah ya’avorun, v’chamah yibarei’un: 
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mi yichyeh, umi yamut: mi v’kitzo, umi lo v’kitzo, mi va’eish, umi
vamayim, mi vacherev, umi vachayah, mi vara ‘av, umi vatzama, mi
vara’ash, umi vamageifah, mi vachanikah, umi viskilah, mi ya’nu’ach,
umi yanu’a, mi yash’kit, umi y’toraf: mi yishaleiv, umi yityaseir, mi
ya’ani, umi ya’ashir, mi yushpal, umi yarum. 

Ut’shuvah ut’filah utz’dakah ma’avirin et roa hag’zeirah.

HIGH PRIEST ’S SERVICE
(refrains) pages 109–111
� Ki vayom hazeh y’ kaper aleichem l’taher etchem mikol 
ha-toteichem lif ’nei Adonai.

� Baruch shem k’vod malchuto l’olam va-ed.

Od bo nish’mato pages 120–121
� Od bo nish’mato, y’kav t’shuvat y’tsir admato
L’chachayoto l’heitiv acharito

Yisrael avadecha (refrain) page 123
� Ha-eil ha-notzer chesed la-alafim

Adir ve’na’or (refrain) page 135
� Mi eil kamocha

Eloheinu Shebashamayim pages 32–34 and 140–142
� � Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, sh’ma koleinu v’kabeil t’filateinu

b’ratzon.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, b’rit’cha z’chor v’al tishkacheinu.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, bareich et lachmeinu v’et meimeinu.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, galeh ch’vod malchut’cha aleinu

m’heirah.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, d’rashnucha, himmatzei lanu.
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Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, hei’ateir lanu ha’yom uv’chol yom
bitfilateinu.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, nikra, v’atttah ta’aneinu.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, zochreinu b’zichron tov mil’faneicha.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, chamol aleinu v’al olaleinu v’tapeinu.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, ta’hareinu mei’avoneinu.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, yehemu na rachameicha aleinu.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, zoch’reinu l’chayim tovim.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, kalah al ta’as immanu.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, male mish’a lot libeinu l’tovah.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, s’moch et n’filateinu.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, anei et atirateinu.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, p’deinu midei oy’veinu.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, tsavei ittanu birchoteicha.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, tsavei ittanu y’shu’oteicha
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, tsadkeinu b’mishpateicha.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, kareiv lanu kets hag’ulah.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, kareiv lanu yom hay’shu’ah.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, karveinu la’avodateicha.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, r’eh va’oni am’cha yisra’eil.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, r’fa cholei am’cha yisra’eil.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, sh’ei el shav’ateinu.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, shit shalom beineinu.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, shit shalvah b’moshvoteinu.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, tein shalom ba’aretz.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, tein sava b’olameicha.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, tein tal u’matar liv’racha b’itto ba’aretz.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, tein zera la’zorei’a v’lechem la’ocheil.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, tein lechem l’fi ha’taf.
Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, tikkon t’filateinu cha’k’toret

she’ha’y’tah l’faneicha.

WSYK04ENDSAtone2019OP_Layout 1  30/07/2019  23:37  Page 90



291 transliterations of selected prayers

Hayom page 142

� Hayom t’am’tzeinu, Amen.
Hayom t’var’cheinu, Amen.
Hayom t’gad’leinu, Amen. 
Hayom tid’r’sheinu l’tovah, Amen.
Hayom tishma shavateinu, Amen.
Hayom t’tahareinu mei-avoneinu, Amen.
Hayom t’yasheir kol orchoteinu, Amen.
Hayom t’kabeil b’rachamim uv’ratzon et t’filateinu, Amen.
Hayom tit’m’cheinu bimin tzidkecha, Amen.
Hayom tizk’reinu l’chayim tovim, Amen.

Ein Keiloheinu page 142
� Ein keiloheinu, ein kadoneinu, ein k’malkeinu, ein k’moshi’einu.

Mi cheiloheinu, mi chadoneinu, mi ch’malkeinu, mi ch’moshi’einu.

Nodeh leiloheinu, nodeh ladoneinu, nodeh l’malkeinu, nodeh
l’moshi’einu.

Baruch eloheinu, baruch adoneinu, baruch malkeinu, baruch
moshi’einu.

Attah hu eloheinu, attah hu adoneinu, attah hu malkeinu, attah hu
moshi’einu.

Aleinu pages 35, 143, 175
Aleinu l’shabei’ach la’adon hakol, lateit g’dullah l’yotseir b’reishit,
asher bachar banu mi-kol ha'amim, ve-natan lanu et-torato.
Va’anachnu korim u’mishtachavim u-modim lifne melech malchei
ha-malachim, ha kadosh baruch-hu. Shehu noteh shamayim
v’yoseid arets, umoshav y’karo bashamayim mimma’al ush’chinat
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uzzo b’govhei m’romim. Hu eloheinu, v’ein  od, emet malkeinu, efes
zulato, kakatuv b’torah: V’yadata hayyom vahasheivota el l’vavecha,
ki Adonai hu ha’elohim bashamayim mimma’al v’al ha’arets
mittachat ein od.

Al kein n’kavveh l’cha Adonai eloheinu lir’ot m’heirah b’tif ’eret
uzzecha, l’ha’avir gilulim min ha’arets, v’haelilim karot yikareitun,
l’takkein olam b’malchut shaddai, v’chol b’nei vasar yikr’u
vishmecha, l’hafnot eilecha kol rishei arets. 

Yakiru v’yeid’u kol yosh’vei teiveil, ki l’cha tichra kol berech tishava
kol lashon. L’fanecha Adonai eloheinu, yichr’u v’yippolu, v’lichvod
shimcha y’kar yitteinu, vikabb’lu chullam et ol malchutecha,
v’timloch aleihem m’heirah l’olam va’ed, ki hamalchut shell’cha hi,
ul’ol’mei ad timloch b’chavod, kakatuv b’toratecha: Adonai yimloch
l’olam va’ed. V’ne’emar: v’hayah Adonai l’melech al kol ha’arets, 

� Ba-yom ha-hu yih’yeh Adonai echad u-sh’mo echad.

Kaddish pages 36, 144, 179

Yitgaddal v’yitkaddash sh’meih rabba, b’alma di v’ra chiruteih,
v’yamlich malchuteih, b’chayeichon uv’yomeichon uv’chayei di chol
beit yisra’el, ba’agala u’vizman kariv, v’imru amen. Y’hei sh’meih
rabba m’varach, l’alam ul’almei almaya. 

Yitbarach v’yishtabbach v’yitpa’ar v’yitromam v’yitnassei
v’yithaddar v’yit’alleh v’yithallal, sh’meih di kudsha, b’rich hu, l’eilla
min kol birchata v’shirata tushb’chata v’ nechemata, di amiran
b’alma, v’imru amen. Y’hei sh’lama rabba min sh’maya, v’chayim
aleinu v’al kol yisra’el, v’imru amen. Oseh shalom bimromav, hu
ya’aseh shalom aleinu v’al kol yisra’el, v ‘imru amen.
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Yigdal page 37
� Yigdal elohim chai v’yishtabach, nimtsa v’ein eit el m’tsi’uto.

Echad v’ein yachid k’yichudo, ne’lam v’gam ein sof l’achduto.
Ein lo d’mut haguf v’eino guf, lo na’aroch eilav k’dushato.
Kadmon l’chol davar asher nivra, rishon v’ein reishit l’reishito.
Hinno adon olam l’chol notsar, yoreh g’dulato umalchuto.
Shefa n’vu’ato n’tano, el anshei s’gullato v’tif ’arto.
Lo kam b’yisra’el k’Mosheh od navi, umabbit el t’munato.
Torat emet natan l’ammo eil, al yad n’vi’o ne’eman beito.
Lo yachalif ha’eil v’lo yamir dato, l’olamim l’zulato.
Tsofeh v’yodei’a s’tareinu, mabbit l’sof davar b’kadmuto.
Gomeil l’ish chasid k’mif ’alo, notein l’rasha ra k’rish’ato.
Yishlach l’keits yamim m’shicheinu, lifdot m’chakkei keits y’shu’ato.
Meitim y’chayeh eil b’rov chasdo, baruch adei ad sheim t’hillato.

Adon olam page 144
� Adon olam asher malach, b’terem kol y’tsir nivra. 
L’eit na’asah k’cheftso kol, azai melech sh’mo nikra. 
V’acharei kichlot hakol, l’vaddo yimloch nora. 
V’hu hayah v’hu hoveh, v’hu yihyeh b’tif ’arah. 
V’hu echad v’ein sheini, l’hamshil lo l’hachbirah. 
B’li reishit b’li tachlit, v’lo ha’oz v’hamisrah. 
V’hu eili v’chai go’ali, v’tsur chevli b’yom tsarah. 
V’hu nissi umanusi, m’nat kosi b’yom ekra. 
B’yado afkid ruchi, b’eit ishan v’a’irah. 
V’im ruchi g’vi’ati, Adonai li v’lo ira.

Hodo al eretz page 157
Hodo al eretz v’shamayim, vayarem keren l’ammo, tehillah l’chol
chasidav, liv’nei yisrael am k’rovo halleluyah
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Psalm 24 page 157
� L’Adonai ha-arets u-meloah, teiveil v’yosh’vei vah.
Ki hu al-yamim y’sadah, v’al n’harot y’chon’necha.
Mi ya’aleh v’har Adonai, u-mi yakum bim-kom kad’sho.
N’ki chapayim u-var leivav, ahser lo-nasa la-shav naf-sho,

v’lo nish-ba l’mirmah. 
Yissa v’racha mei-eit Adonai, u-ts’dakah mei’elohei yi-sho. 
Zeh dor dor’shav m’vak’shei fanecha Ya’akov, selah.
Se’u sh’arim rasheichem v’hinasu pit’chei olam,
V’yavo melech ha-kavod, [melech ha-kavod].
Mi zeh melech ha-kavod? Adonai izuz v’gibbor,
Adonai gibbor mil’chamah.
Se’u sh’arim rasheichem, u-se’u pit’chei olam,
V’yavo melech ha-kavod, melech ha-kavod.
Mi hu zeh melech ha-kavod? Adonai tse’va’ot hu melech

ha-kavod, Selah.

Psalm 84 page 158
�  Mah y’didot mish’k’noteikha, adonai ts’va-ot, nich’s’phah v’gam
kal’tah naf-shi l’chats’rot adonai, libbi u-v’sari yerann’nu el eil-chai.
Gam-tsippor mats’ah vayit u-d’ror ken lah asher-shatah ephrochei-
ha et-mizb’cothei-cha adonai ts’va-ot mal-ki ve-lohai. 

Mi yit’neini (refrain) page 169
� Mi yit’neini eved, elo’ach oseini
vi’rachakeini kol-dor, v’hu yakriveini.

L’chu nappil (refrain) page 171
� L’adonai eloheinu ha-rachamim v’ha-s’lichot.
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Yah sh’ma evyoneicha page 173�  Yah sh’ma evyoneicha,  ha-m’challim paneicha,
avinu l’vaneicha, al ta-lem oznecha.
Yah mi-ma-a-makkim, yik’r’u meirov metsukim,
al na teshivem reikim, ha-yom mi-lefaneicha.
Havvotam va-avonam, m’cheh v’rubbei z’donam,
v’im lo ta-aseh l’ma-anam, aseh tsuri l’ma-aneicha.
U-m’cheh hayyom chovam, u-r’tseh k’mo shai nivam
u-l’cha tachin libbam, v’gam takshiv oz’necha.
Dim-at p’neihem tish-eh, v’te-esof eder to-eh,
v’takim l’cha ro-eh, u-fekod betov tsonecha.
Hol’chei b’derech n’cho-chah, t’vass’reim hayyom selichah,
u-vit’fillat ha-minchah, hamtsi-eim chinnecha.

Ana b’koreinu pages 21 , 173
Ana b’kor-einu, l’kol shav-einu, � adonai sh’ma-ah.
Ana b’rachamecha avon bits-einu, � adonai s’lachah.

El nora alilah page 180
� El nora alilah, El nora alilah,
Ha-m’tsi lanu m’chilah, bi-sh’at ha-n’ilah.
M’tei mis-par k’ru-im, l’cha ayin nos’im,
u-m’sal-dim b’chila, bi-sh’at ha-n’ilah.
Shof ’chim l’cha naf-sham, m’cheh pish-am v’cha-cha-sham,
v’ham’tsi-em m’chilah, bi-sh’at ha-n’ilah.
Heyeh lahem l’sit-rah, v’chal-tsem mi-m’era,
v’zochreim l’hod u-l’gilah, bi-sh’at ha-n’ilah.
Z’chor tsid-kat avi-hem, v’chadeish et y’mei-hem,
k’kedem u-t’chilah, bi-sh’at ha-n’ilah.
K’ra na sh’nat ratson, v’hasheiv sh’erit ha-tson,
L’tif-eret u-t’hillah, bi-sh’at ha-n’ilah.
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Aneh ani (spoken version) page 178
Aneh ani sh’fal kol ha-sh’ falim, V’sa chet-o m’kabeil ha-t’ fillot,
V’ha-areich na b’rachameicha sh’notav,
V’tsavei kol sh’elotav l’malot, V’ ha’eil ha-m’ kabeil ha-t’ filot, 
Sh’ ma koli asher yishama b’kolot.

Enkat m’sall-deicha page 192
Enkat m’sall-deicha ta-al lifnei kissei k’vodecha, mallei mish-alot
am m’yachadei-cha, shomei-a t’fillat ba-ei adeicha.

Yisra’el nosha badonai t’shu-at olamim, gam hayyom yivvash-u
mi-picha shochein m’romim ki attah rav s’lichot u-va’al ha-
rachamim.

Yachbi-einu tsel yado tachat kanfei hash’chinah, chon yachon ki
yivchon lev akov l’hachi-nah, kumah na eloheinu uzzah uzzi na,
Adonai l’shav-ateinu ha-azinah.

Yashmi-einu salachti yoshev b’seter el-yon, bimin yesha l’hivasha
am ani v’evyon, b’shav-einu eileicha nora-ot b’tsedek ta-aneinu
Adonai heyeih ozeir lanu.

Sh’ma koleinu page 193
� Sh’ma koleinu Adonai eloheinu, chus v’racheim aleinu,
v’kabel b’rachamim u-v’ratson et t’filateinu.

Hashiveinu Adonai eilecha v’nashuvah, chaddeish yameinu
k’kedem.

Avinu Malkeinu page 201
� Avinu malkeinu, choneinu va’aneinu, ki ein banu ma’asim, aseih
immanu tz’dakah vachesed v’hoshi’einu.
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Sh’ma yisrael page 201
§ � Sh’ma yisrael adonai eloheinu adonai echad.
§ � Baruch shem k’vod malchuto l’olam va-ed. (3 times)
§ � Adonai hu ha-elohim. Adonai hu ha-elohim. (7 times)

Havdalah pages 201–202
Hinneih eil y’shu’ati evtach v’lo efchad, 
ki ozzi v’zimrat yah Adonai vay’hi li lishu’ah. 
Ush’avtem mayim b’sason mima’ay’nei ha-y’shu’ah. 
Ladonai ha-y’shu’ah al amm’cha virchatecha selah. 
Adonai ts’va’ot immanu misgav lanu elohei ya’akov selah. 
Adonai tz'va'ot ashrei adam boteach bach.
Adonai hoshiah ha-melech ya'aneinu v'yom kareinu.
La-y’hudim hay’tah orah v’simchah v’sason vikar, 
Kein tihyeh lanu. Kos y’shu’ot essa uv’sheim Adonai ekra.

Baruch attah Adonai eloheinu melech ha-olam, borei p’ri ha-gafen.
Baruch attah Adonai eloheinu melech ha-olam, borei minei

v’samim.
Baruch attah Adonai eloheinu melech ha-olam, borei m’orei

ha-eish.
Baruch attah Adonai eloheinu melech ha-olam, ha-mavdil bein

kodesh l’chol, bein or l’choshech, bein yisra’el la-ammim, bein
yom ha-sh’vi’i l’sheishet y’mei ha-ma’aseh.

Baruch attah Adonai ha-mavdil bein kodesh l’chol.

Eliyahu ha-navi, 
Eliyahu ha-tishbi, 
Eliyahu ha-gil’adi, 
Bimheirah yavo eileinu,
Im mashi’ach ben David.

[Shavua tov.]
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