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PREFACE

A prayer book serves to express the thoughts and prayers of

a community joined together to celebrate the sabbaths, new

moons, festivals or High Holy Days of the calendar. Yet within

that communal expression, every individual approaches participa-

tion in communal worship with his or her own personal thoughts

and experience of life. A prayer book therefore needs to embrace a

wide range of individual responses, while remaining an expression

of the community as a whole.

The first book of prayers for synagogue worship was that

of Amram Gaon in Babylon, compiled in the ninth century ce ,

though many of the prayers it contained were far older in origin.

While some elements remained unchanged across the centuries,

there were of course innumerable additions and variations. Differ-

ent communities came to cherish their own settled form of prayers,

and to place a high value on their own traditions.

We too, at Westminster Synagogue, value tradition. Yet we also

appreciate the need for fluidity as one generation follows another.

For many years we have enjoyed the forms of prayer used in the

prayer books of the West London Synagogue of British Jews and

its associated synagogues. Their English translations, deriving

from the early nineteenth century, have a beauty and grandeur of

their own. But language changes and so does society. For many

people the outmoded expressions of the Rosh Hashanah Machzor

had become an obstacle to participation.

The revision offered in these pages preserves the Hebrew as

we have been using it for some years, omitting some passages of

the original which we have traditionally cut, restoring a few others

that had been absent. We have included cantillation marks to the

Torah portions and Haftarah, and have marked the kamatz katan

In seeking wisdom,

the first step is silence;

the second, listening;

the third, remembering;

the fourth, practising;

the fifth, teaching others.

solomon ibn gabirol
(1021–1058)

Silver Rimmonim from Horažd'ovice, on loan to the Memorial Scrolls Trust
from the Jewish Museum of Prague

Photo courtesy of Memorial Scrolls Trust
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beauty and reverence that have been our tradition at Westminster

Synagogue since its foundation.Where our version preserves some-

thing of the antique, we hope that it may help to foster a love of

language that links us to our long inheritance.

We have provided notes on the prayers and on the music cur-

rently in use, which many have found to be a valuable addition.

There is also a section of readings for quiet reflection. It is hoped

that this book may provide a useful resource for study at home, as

well as for use within the services.

The Prayer Book Committee would like to thank all those who

have participated in preparing the text and its additional sections.

In preparing the notes, we especially acknowledge with gratitude

the work of previous committees of rabbis, including those who

produced Machzor Ruach Chadashah of Liberal Judaism (2003),

Forms of Prayer of theMovement for Reform Judaism:Days of Awe

(1985) and Daily, Sabbath and Occasional Prayers (2008). We also

acknowledge older works including the Commentary to the Author-

ized Prayer Book of the United Synagogue, edited by J. Hertz (1963),

Ismar Elbogen’s Jewish Liturgy: A Comprehensive History, trans-

lated by R.P.Scheindlin (1913, tr. 1993), andmany other sources.

Notes on our music which includes Ashkenazi, Sephardi and

Israeli elements were provided by Dr. Alexander Knapp. Readers

interested in the special way that music contributes to our worship

may wish to follow further commentary in A. Knapp, ‘The Influ-

ence of German Music on United Kingdom Synagogue Practice’,

Jewish Historical Studies (Transactions of the Jewish Historical

Society of England), vol. 35,London (2000), pp. 167–197.

We would like to express gratitude to Professor David Raphael

for his wisdom in guiding the early stages of the work and his sup-

port throughout, to Rabbi Yuval Keren for helping us bring our

efforts to completion, toChris Rees for his expertise and support in

numerous ways, to Evelyn Friedlander for advice on illustrations

ix preface preface viii

(short ‘o’) with a small symbol above to assist pronunciation, as in

(p. 1). A musical note in the margin ( ) indicates passages

which are usually sung, and an open note has been chosen to

indicate cantorial singing ( ). Where both of these signs appear

together ( ) the prayer is sung partly by the cantor and partly by

the congregation.These marks are not intended to be definitive, as

musical choices may change from time to time; some passages that

are sung nowmay be read in the future, and vice versa.However, in

the meantime, these markings may provide useful signposts for

those less familiar with our service.On occasions a sign (§) has also

been used to mark the change from singing back to reading, where

this may not otherwise be obvious.

A further set of marginal notations indicates where a transliter-

ated version of the prayer may be found in the separate section at

the back of the book.These notations consist of a letter T followed

by the relevant page number. We acknowledge with thanks the

kind permission of theMovement for Reform Judaism to use their

versions where these were available.The remainder were prepared

by Rabbi Yuval Keren, following similar principles. In some cases

these versions are based on text from the Davka Transliterated

Siddur and Machzor, copyright Davka Corporation, and again we

express our gratitude for their permission.

Perhaps the most significant changes seen in this Machzor are

those made to the English translation, where we have tried to con-

tinue the work already done by our predecessors on the Sabbath

and Festival Prayer Books. For some, this work may seem not to

have gone far enough. But our community covers several genera-

tions, and includes people born in many different parts of the

world.While language changes, the emotions of the human heart

are less subject to change, and our prayers attempt to reflect truths

that are ever constant. We were therefore encouraged to steer a

modest path of change. In particular, we have tried to preserve the



Tallit bag, silk, hand-embroidered, London 1776

Westminster Synagogue Collection
Tracing the origins of this embroidered tallit bag has proved challenging,

but it would have been a gift from a bride to her bridegroom, who was
the son of a leader of the Ashkenazi community.

Photo courtesy of Chris Rees

preface x

and permission to use material from Rabbi Albert Friedlander and

the Memorial Scrolls Trust. We also thank all those who gave their

comments and suggestions on draft versions of this book. For the

printing of this final version we are indebted to the Littman family,

who generously sponsored its publication, in memory of our

former member, the late Louis Littman (1925–1987). It has been a

pleasure to work with the Littman Library in producing it, and an

honour to be associated with the task they have undertaken in

bringing Jewish works of outstanding quality to a wider public.

valery rees

(Chair)

cynthia landes

peter goldsmith

ellen miller gavin

rabbi thomas salamon
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The words of our prayers must not fall off our lips

like dead leaves in the autumn.

They must rise like birds, out of the heart,

into the vast expanse of eternity.

abraham joshua heschel
(1907–1972)
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Evening Service for the New Year
The Day of Memorial

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who hast

sanctified us by thy commandments and commanded us to kindle

the [on sabbath: sabbath and]Day ofMemorial lights.

Through thy great kindness, O Lord, I enter thy house; in rever-

ence for thee I bow down towards the temple of thy holiness.

How goodly are thy tents O Jacob, thy tabernacles,O Israel.

Lord, I love the habitation of thy house and the place

where thy glory dwells.

I shall worship and bow down; I shall bend the knee before

the Lord,mymaker.

Maymy prayer come before thee,OLord, in an acceptable time;

In thy great kindness answerme, OGod,with thy sure salvation.

on sabbath

Psalm 92

A Psalm, a Song for the Sabbath Day

It is good to give thanks unto the Lord,

And to sing praises unto thy name,Omost high;

To declare thy lovingkindness in themorning,

and thy faithfulness in the night;

With an instrument of ten strings, and with the lyre,

With a solemn sound upon the harp.

For thou,OLord, hast mademe glad with thy work;

I will exult in the works of thy hands.

1 running head 1
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How great are thy works, O Lord,
Thy thoughts are very deep.

A brutish man does not know;
Neither does a fool understand this.

When the wicked spring up as the grass,
And when all the workers of iniquity flourish;

It is that they may be destroyed for ever.
But thou, O Lord, art on high for evermore;

For lo, thine enemies, O Lord,
For, lo, thine enemies shall perish;

All the workers of iniquity shall be scattered.
But my strength thou hast exalted like that of the wild-ox;

I am anointed with fresh oil.
My eyes shall see the fate of my enemies:

My ears shall hear the fate of the wicked who rise up against me.
The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree:

They will grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
Planted in the house of the Lord,

They will flourish in the courts of our God.
They shall bring forth fruit in old age:

They shall be full of sap and green
To declare that the Lord is upright,

My rock, in whom there is no unrighteousness.

Psalm 93

The Lord reigns; he is clothed in majesty;
The Lord is clothed, he has girded himself with strength;

The world is also established; it cannot be shaken.
Thy throne is established of old;

Thou art everlasting.
The floods have lifted up, O Lord,

The floods have lifted up their voice;
The floods lift up their roaring.

2 evening service for the new year running head 2
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Yetmightier than the voice of many waters,
Than themighty breakers of the sea,

Art thou,OLord on high.
Thy testimonies are very sure,

Holiness befits thy house,
OLord, for evermore.

_____________

As the old year departs in the fading light of evening, we stand

before thee, almighty God, conscious of our faults and failings.

Help us in our efforts to live up to the ideal precepts of the

Torah and the Prophets, to care for the poor and downtrodden,

to match knowledge with wisdom, ambition with humility.

Sustain us as we try to be worthy of our Jewish heritage, which

has enriched our lives and added to the enlightenment of

mankind. As we look toward the future, we think also of the

past and acknowledge with a traditional blessing our sense of

thankfulness for life and survival.

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, sovereign of the universe,

who hast preserved us and sustained us and led us to this time.

Bless the Lord,who is ever to be blessed.

Blessed be the Lord,who is blessed for ever and ever.

Blessed art thou,O Lord our God, King of the universe, who at

thy word bringest on the evening twilight: with wisdom openest

the gates of heaven, and with understanding changest times,

and variest seasons, and settest the stars in their watches in the

sky, according to thy will. Thou createst day and night, rolling

away the light before the darkness, and darkness before the

light.

running head 00running head 3

_____________

As the old year departs in the fading light of evening, we
stand before thee, almighty God, conscious of our faults and
failings. Help us in our efforts to live up to the ideal precepts
of the Torah and the Prophets, to care for the poor and
downtrodden, to match knowledge with wisdom, ambition
with humility. Sustain us as we try to be worthy of our Jewish
heritage, which has enriched our lives and added to the
enlightenment of mankind.As we look toward the future, we
think also of the past and acknowledge with a traditional
blessing our sense of thankfulness for life and survival.

T 103
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Thou makest the day to pass, and the night to come, dividing

day from night; the Lord of hosts is thy name. Blessed art

thou, O Lord, who bringest on the evening twilight.

With everlasting love hast thou loved the house of Israel thy

people: thou hast taught us law and commandments, statutes

and judgments. We shall therefore meditate on thy statutes,

O Lord our God, when we lie down and when we rise up.

We shall rejoice and exult in the words of thy law, thy

commandments, and thy statutes, for ever and ever; for they

are our life and the length of our days, and we shall reflect on

them day and night. O never withdraw thy love from us.

Blessed art thou, O Lord, who lovest thy people Israel.

Amen.

Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One.

Blessed be his name; his glorious kingdom is for ever and ever.

And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and

with all thy soul and with all thy might. And these words,

which I command thee this day, shall be in thy heart. And

thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt

speak of them when thou sittest in thy house, and when thou

walkest by the way; when thou liest down, and when thou

risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thy hand;

and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes, and thou

shalt write them upon the door posts of thy house, and upon

thy gates.

running head 00running head 4
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in silence

And it shall come to pass, that if you will hearken diligently

unto my commandments which I command you this day,

to love the Lord your God, and to serve him with all your

heart and with all your soul, that I shall send rain for your

land in its due season; the early rain and the later rain; that

thou mayest gather in thy corn, thy wine and thine oil. And

I shall give grass in thy fields for thy cattle, that thou

mayest eat and be satisfied. Take heed to yourselves, lest

your heart be deceived, and you turn aside, and serve other

gods, and worship them. For then the Lord’s anger will be

kindled against you, and he will shut up the heavens so that

there be no rain, and the land yield no fruit, and you will

soon perish from off the good land which the Lord gives

you. And you shall lay up these my words in your heart and

in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand, and

they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. And you shall

teach them to your children, speaking of them when thou

sittest in thy house, and when thou walkest by the way,

when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou

shalt write them upon the doorposts of thy house, and

upon thy gates; that your days and the days of your children

may be increased in the land which the Lord promised to

give to your ancestors for as long as the heavens are above

the earth.

And the Lord spoke unto Moses, saying: ‘Speak unto

the children of Israel and bid them make themselves

fringes on the borders of their garments throughout their

generations, and put upon the fringe of each border a

thread of blue. And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that

running head 00running head 5
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when you look upon it you should remember all the

commandments of the Lord, and keep them; and that you

should not stray after the inclinations of your hearts and

your eyes, by which you are enticed;

that you may remember and keep all my commandments,

and be holy unto your God. I am the Lord your God, who

brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: I am

the Lord your God.’

All this is true and trusted, and it is established with us

that he is the Lord our God and there is none besides him;

and that we, Israel, are his people. It is he who redeemed

us from the hand of kings, who delivered us from the

grasp of all who inspired terror; the God who punished

our foes for us, who dealt retribution to all the enemies of

our soul. He has ordained our souls for life, and has not

allowed our feet to slip. He has caused us to tread upon

the high places of our enemies, and exalted our strength

above all who hated us. He wrought for us retribution

upon Pharaoh, with signs and wonders in the land of the

children of Ham. He smote in his wrath all the first-born

of Egypt, and brought forth his people Israel from among

them to everlasting freedom. ‘Who is like unto thee, O

Lord, among the mighty? Who is like unto thee, glorious

in holiness, revered in praise, working wonders?’ Thy

children beheld thy sovereign power upon the sea, O Lord

our God.Together they all acknowledged and proclaimed

thy kingdom, saying: ‘The Lord shall reign for ever and

ever.’ And it is said: ‘For the Lord has delivered Jacob and

redeemed him from the hand of one stronger than him.’

Blessed art thou, O Lord, who hast redeemed Israel.

Amen.

running head 00running head 6
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on sabbath

And the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, observing

the sabbath throughout their generations, for an everlasting

covenant. It is a sign between me and the children of Israel

for ever; for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth; and

on the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed.

_____________

Psalm 81: 4–5

Sound the shofar on the new moon, at the appointed time, on

the day of our solemn feast; for this is a statute for Israel, and a

law of the God of Jacob.
_____________

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare thy praise.

on a weekday

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God and God of our ancestors,

the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob:

great, mighty and revered God; supreme God, who bestowest

lovingkindness and possessest all things; who rememberest

the good deeds of our ancestors, and who in love wilt send a

redeemer to their children’s children, for thy name’s sake.

on sabbath

Blessed art thou, O Lord, our God and God of our ancestors,

the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; great, mighty and

revered God; most high God, who in thy mercy didst create

heaven and earth. Thou didst shield our ancestors by thy

word; thou revivest the dead by thy divine decree. O holy

God

running head 00running head 7
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Our God and God of our ancestors, accept, we beseech thee,

our day of rest. Sanctify us with thy commandments, and

ordain our portion to be in thy law. Satisfy us with thy

goodness, gladden us with thy salvation, and purify our hearts

that we may worship thee in truth. Cause us, O Lord our

God, to inherit thy holy sabbath with love and delight, and

grant that all Israel who sanctify thy name may have rest

thereon. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who sanctifiest the

sabbath.

_____________

Remember us unto life, O sovereign God, who delightest in

life, for the sake of thy great mercy, O God of life. King,

helper, saviour and shield, blessed art thou, O Lord, the

shield of Abraham.

Thou, O Lord, art mighty for ever; thou revivest the dead,

and art mighty to save. Thou sustainest the living in loving-

kindness, revivest the dead with great mercy, upholdest the

fallen, and healest the sick; thou loosest those who are in

bonds and keepest thy faith with those who sleep in the dust.

Who is like unto thee, O Lord of mighty deeds; or who can

be compared unto thee, O King, who ordainest both life and

death, and causest salvation to spring forth? Who is like

unto thee, Father of mercy, who in mercy rememberest thy

creatures unto life? Thou art faithful to revive the dead.

Blessed art thou,OLord,who revivest the dead.Amen.

_____________

running head 00running head 8
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And thou art holy, thou who dwellest amidst the praises

of Israel.

Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is

full of his glory.

And thou, O Lord, alone will reign over all thy

works, on mount Zion, the residence of thy glory, and in

Jerusalem, the city of thy sanctuary; as it is written

in thy holy word: ‘The Lord will reign for ever; even

thy God, O Zion, from generation to generation.

Hallelujah!’

Thou art holy, and thy name is revered; and besides thee

there is no God; as it is written: ‘And the Lord of hosts

is exalted in judgment: and the holy God is sanctified

in righteousness.’ Blessed art thou, O Lord, the holy

King.

Thou hast chosen us from all people; thou hast loved

and taken pleasure in us; thou hast exalted us in holiness

among all nations. Thou hast sanctified us by thy

commandments, and brought us near unto thy service,

O our King; thou hast called us by thy great and holy

name.And in love thou hast given us,O Lord, our God,

[on Sabbath, this day of rest, and] this Day of Memorial,

the day of sounding the shofar; even this day of holy

convocation.

running head 00running head 9
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OurGod andGod of our ancestors,may our remembrance

ascend and come before thee; may it be accepted and

remembered, with remembrance of our ancestors, remem-

brance of Jerusalem, thy holy city, and remembrance of all

thy people, the house of Israel, to bring deliverance, well-

being, grace, lovingkindness, compassion, life and peace:

[on sabbath, on this day of rest, and] on this Day of

Memorial.

Remember us,O ourGod, for good [Amen];

Give us thy blessing [Amen];

Preserve us for a happy life [Amen].

As thou hast promised deliverance and compassion,

pardon us and save us, for our eyes are turned to thee,

gracious andmerciful God andKing.

Our God, andGod of our ancestors, reign in thy glory over

the whole world; and be exalted in majesty over all the

earth. Shine forth in the excellence of thy supreme power

over all the inhabitants of the world. May every creature

acknowledge that thou hast created it, and every living

thing understand that thou hast fashioned it; and may

all who have breath in their nostrils declare that the

Lord God of Israel reigns, and that his kingdom is

supreme over all.

running head 00running head 10
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Sanctify us with thy commandments, and ordain our
portion to be in thy law. Satisfy us with thy goodness,
gladden us with thy salvation, and purify our hearts that

wemay worship thee in truth.

O Lord our God, let thy people Israel be acceptable to

thee, and have regard unto their prayers.

And in thine abundant mercy deign to regard us graciously,

and be favourable unto us, and may our eyes behold thy

return in mercy to Zion. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who

restorest thy divine presence to Zion.

We gratefully acknowledge that thou art the Lord our

God, and God of our ancestors, for ever. Thou art our

rock, the rock of our lives, and the shield of our safety

throughout all generations.We will give thanks unto thee

and declare thy praise: for our lives, which are in thy hand,

and for our souls, which are in thy charge, and for thy

miracles which are with us every day, and for thy wonders

and thy goodness which are with us at all times, at morn,

noon and even. Thou art good, for thy mercy never fails;

thou art merciful, for thy lovingkindness never ceases; for

ever do we put our trust in thee.

For all this, may thy name, O our King, be continually

blessed and exalted for ever and ever. All that lives shall

give thanks unto thee and shall praise and bless thy great

name in truth, O God, our salvation and our help. Blessed

art thou, O Lord, good is thy name, and unto thee it is

fitting to give thanks.

running head 00running head 11
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Grant peace, happiness and blessing, life, grace and loving-

kindness, justice and mercy unto us. Bless us, even all of us

together, O our Father, with the light of thy countenance.

For in the light of thy countenance thou dost give us,

O Lord our God, law and life, love and kindness, justice

and mercy, blessing and peace. May it please thee to bless

thy people Israel with great strength and peace.

May we and all thy people Israel be remembered before

thee for life, sustenance, salvation and comfort. Grant us a

good life and peace. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who blessest

thy people Israel with peace. Amen.

[Silently] My God, guard my tongue from evil, and my lips

from telling lies. To those who speak ill of me may my soul

be silent and lowly as the dust to everyone. Open my heart

to thy law, that my soul may pursue thy commandments.

Frustrate speedily the designs and bring to nought the

schemes of those who rise up to do evil against me.

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my

heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock and

my redeemer.

May he who makes peace in his high heavens grant peace

unto us and unto all Israel. Amen.

_____________

running head 00running head 12
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Marvellous are thy works, and my soul knows it well.

Thine, O Lord, is the greatness and the power, and the

glory and the victory and the majesty.Thine, O Lord, is the

kingdom and the supremacy over all, and the riches and

the honour. Thine are all created things, both above and

below; they bear witness that they shall pass away, and that

thou shalt remain. Thine is the power, whose secret our

minds are incapable of comprehending. Verily thou art

infinitely mightier than we.

Thou art the one living God; thou art great, thou art

omnipotent, thou art light, thou art most high. Thou art

the God of gods, and all creation is thy witness; and the

glory of this thy name compels every creature to worship

thee. Thou art God, and all living things serve thee. Thou

art all-wise; and wisdom, the fountain of life, flows from

thee. But, measured against thy wisdom, man is as the

brute in knowledge.

Who can proclaim thy mighty acts? Who can declare thy

greatness? Who can recount thy praises? Who can tell of

thy righteous deeds? Who can discern thy wonders? Who

can understand thy miracles? Who can describe thy

mighty works? Who can know thy ways? Who, O Lord,

can search out thy secrets? Who, O Lord, can penetrate thy

thoughts? Who can work as thou workest? Who can

requite thy goodness?

running head 00running head 13
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O my God, I stand before thee in shame and confusion,

for I know that great as thou art in thy majesty, so utterly

weak and vile am I. Exalted as thou art in thine

omnipotence, so feeble and insignificant am I. Even as

thou art perfect, so am I faulty and deficient. For thou art

the one living God; thou art omnipotent, thou art eternal,

thou art great, thou art all-wise: thou art God. As for me,

I am but a clod, a worm, dust of the ground, a creature full

of shame, a fleeting shadow, a passing breeze which does

not return. What am I? What is my life? What my

strength? What my righteousness?

I know, O my God, that my sins are too many to be told,

and my trespasses too great to be recounted. Yet I will

make confession of some of them, though they be as

drops in the ocean. It may be that I may still their

denouncing voice which clamours like the sea, and thou,

O Lord, wilt hear from heaven and forgive. I have sinned,

I have done wrong, I have perverted that which is

right, and it has profited me not. I have turned away from

thy good laws and commands. But thou, O Lord, art

righteous in all that has come upon me, for thou hast

wrought in truth, but I have acted wickedly.

May it be thy will, O Lord my God, to subdue my

inclination. Regard not my sins and trespasses. I beseech

thee, O God, take me not hence in the midst of my days;

judge me with thine attitude of mercy, not in thy wrath,

lest thou bring me to nothing. O turn to me in pity, and

take me back to thee in perfect repentance. Direct my

heart whilst I supplicate thee, and let thine ear hearken.

Open my heart to thy law; plant reverence for thee in my

thoughts. Lead me not into temptation or contempt,
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deliver me from all evil, and shelter me under thy wing

from all harm. Be with my mouth and with my thoughts,

and keep my ways lest I sin with my tongue. Remember

me in lovingkindness and mercy, and lead me in the path of

righteousness for the sake of thy great name.

And to thee, O Lord, I humbly give thanks for all the

blessings which thou hast hitherto bestowed upon me, and

for those which thou wilt yet vouchsafe to me until the day

of my death. Make me strong with thy purifying fear;

uphold me with thy perfect law. And for all these thy

mercies I dutifully thank thee and proclaim the unity of thy

great name. Truly there is none like thee among the

mighty, O Lord, nor is there aught like thy works.Thou art

God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath; there

is none else.

the ark is opened

Our God, who art in heaven, hear our voice, and accept

our prayer favourably.

Our God, who art in heaven, remember thy covenant and

forget us not.

Our God, who art in heaven, bless our bread and our water.

Our God, who art in heaven, reveal the glory of thy

kingdom over us speedily.

Our God, who art in heaven, we have earnestly sought

thee; grant that we may find thee.

Our God, who art in heaven, be entreated of us this day

and every day through our prayers.
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Our God, who art in heaven, we call upon thee; do thou answer us.

Our God, who art in heaven, remember us with a good

remembrance before thee.

Our God, who art in heaven, have compassion upon us and upon

our children; even upon our tender infants.

Our God, who art in heaven, cleanse us from our sins.

Our God, who art in heaven, may thy tender mercies be moved

towards us.

Our God, who art in heaven, remember us and grant us a

happy life.

Our God, who art in heaven, destroy us not.

Our God, who art in heaven, fulfil the desires of our hearts

for our good.

Our God, who art in heaven, support us in our fallen state.

Our God, who art in heaven, answer our supplication.

Our God, who art in heaven, redeem us from the hand of

our enemies.

Our God, who art in heaven, vouchsafe unto us thy blessing.

Our God, who art in heaven, vouchsafe unto us thy salvation.

Our God, who art in heaven, justify us in thy judgment.

Our God, who art in heaven, bring near unto us the period of

our redemption.

Our God, who art in heaven, bring near unto us the day of

our salvation.

Our God, who art in heaven, draw us near unto thy service.

Our God, who art in heaven, behold the affliction of thy

people Israel.
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Our God, who art in heaven, heal the sick of thy people Israel.

Our God, who art in heaven, have regard to our cry.

Our God, who art in heaven, set peace amongst us.

Our God, who art in heaven, set tranquillity in our habitations.

Our God, who art in heaven, grant peace to the land.

Our God, who art in heaven, bestow plenty upon the world.

Our God, who art in heaven, give dew and rain in their season

for a blessing upon the earth.

Our God, who art in heaven, give seed to the sower and

bread to the eater.

Our God, who art in heaven, give bread for our children.

Our God, who art in heaven, may our prayers rise before thee

as incense.

the ark is closed

_____________

ADDRESS
_____________
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It is our duty to praise the Lord of all, to ascribe greatness

to him who formed the world in the beginning. He

stretched out the heavens and laid the foundations of the

earth; his glorious throne is in the heavens above, and the

abode of his power is in the loftiest heights.He is our God;

there is no other. It is true he is our King; there is none but

him; as it is written in Torah: ‘This day, thou shalt know

and take to heart that the Lord he is God in the heavens

above and on the earth beneath: there is no other.’

We therefore hope in thee, O Lord our God, that we may

soon behold the glory of thy power, when idols will be no

more and superstition will have passed away; when the

world will be set right under the kingdom of the Almighty;

when all creation will call upon thy name, and thou wilt

turn unto thyself all the wicked of the earth. Then all

the inhabitants of the earth will perceive and know that

unto thee every knee must bow, every tongue must swear

allegiance. Before thee, O Lord our God, they will bow

and humble themselves. Unto thy glorious name they will

give honour, and accept the rule of thy kingdom; and so

thou wilt soon reign over them for ever and ever. For the

kingdom is thine; and thou wilt reign in glory for ever; as it

is written inTorah: ‘The Lord shall reign for ever and ever.’

And it is said: ‘The Lord shall be King over all the earth; on

that day the Lord shall beOne, and his nameOne.’

_____________
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Kaddish

Magnified and sanctified be the great name of God throughout

the world which he has created according to his will. May he

establish his kingdom during your life and during your days and

during the life of the whole house of Israel, speedily and before

long; and say Amen.

May his great name be blessed for ever and to all eternity.

Blessed, praised and glorified, exalted, extolled and honoured,

esteemed and lauded be the name of the Holy One, blessed be

he, though he be above all blessings and hymns, praises and

consoling words that are uttered in this world; and say Amen.

May abundant peace from heaven, and life, be granted unto us

and unto all Israel; and say Amen.

May he who makes peace in his high heavens grant peace unto

us and unto all Israel; and say Amen.

_____________
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Kiddush

on sabbath

[The heaven and the earth were finished, and all their host.

On the seventh day God had finished the work that he had

done; and he rested on the seventh day from all the work

that he had done. And God blessed the seventh day and

sanctified it, because on that day he had rested from all the

work thatGod had done in the act of creation.]

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe,

who hast chosen us from all peoples, and hast exalted us in

holiness among all nations, and sanctified us with thy

commandments. Thou has given us in love, O Lord our

God [on sabbath, sabbaths for rest, and] this Day of

Memorial, the day of sounding the shofar, even this day of

holy convocation. Thou hast chosen us and sanctified us

above all people. Thy word is truth and exists forever.

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the whole

earth, who sanctifiest [on sabbath: the sabbath, and] the

Day ofMemorial.

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe,

who createst the fruit of the vine.

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe,

who bringest forth bread from the earth.

_____________
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Cause us, O our Father, to lie down in peace; and raise us

up again,O our King, to life. Spread over us the tabernacle

of thy peace, direct us with thy good counsel, and save us

for the sake of thy name. Shield us, and remove from us

enmity, pestilence, the sword, famine and sorrow. Guard

our going out and our coming in, that wemay have life and

peace, henceforth and evermore; for thou, O God, art our

guardian and our deliverer. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who

guardest thy people Israel for ever.

Extolled and praised be the livingGod;
He exists eternally beyond the bounds of time.
He is One, and there is no single state like his oneness;
Amystery, and his unity is infinite.
He has no bodily form and is incorporeal;
Nothing can be compared to his holiness.
Prior to everything that was created,
Hewas the first but with no beginning to his being so.

Behold him, the eternal Lord;
Hismajesty and dominion aremanifest to every creature,
The abundance of his prophecy is given to those
Whomhe chose for his glory.

Never has there arisen in Israel another likeMoses,
A prophet who ‘beheld the similitude of the Lord’.
God gave theTorah of truth to his people
By the hand of his prophet, ‘themost faithful of his house’.
Godwill not change nor alter his law
For any other throughout all time.
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He keeps watch and knows our secret thoughts;
He sees the end of what is done when it first begins.

He rewards the virtuous as their deeds deserve;
He punishes the wicked as their wickedness requires.

He will send our Messiah ‘at the end of days’
To redeem those who await the time of his salvation.

In his great lovingkindness God will revive the dead;
Blessed be his name for evermore in songs of praise.

_____________

The Lord bless thee and keep thee:
The Lord make his face to shine upon thee

and be gracious unto thee:
The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee

and give thee peace.
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Morning Service for the
New Year and Day of Memorial

Through thy great kindness, O Lord, I enter thy house;

In reverence for thee, I bow down towards the temple of

thy holiness.

My God, the soul which thou hast given me is pure;

thou hast created it and formed it, and breathed it into me;

thou dost preserve it within me, and thou wilt hereafter take

it to eternal life. As long as my soul is within me I shall

declare before thee, O Lord my God and God of my

ancestors, that thou art the sovereign of all works, the ruler

of all creatures, and the Lord of all souls. Blessed art thou,

O Lord, who restorest the souls of the dead.

May it be thy will, O Lord our God and God of our

ancestors, that we walk in thy law, and hold fast to thy

commandments. Let us not be led into the power of sin,

wrongdoing, temptation, or contempt; but keep us far

How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, thy tabernacles,
O Israel.

Lord, I love the habitation of thy house and
the place where thy glory dwells.

I shall worship and bow down;
I shall bend the knee before the Lord my maker.

May my prayer come before thee,
O Lord, in an acceptable time;

In thy great kindness, answer me,
O God, with thy sure salvation.
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from evil inclinations, from evil events, from the enmity of

mankind, from evil diseases, and from unnatural death.

Help us to hold fast to good inclinations, and give us this

day, and every day, grace, favour and mercy, in thy sight,

and in the sight of all who behold us, and grant unto us thy

lovingkindness. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who grantest

lovingkindness to thy people Israel.

We beseech thee, O Lord our God, to make the words of

Torah pleasant in our mouths, and in the mouths of thy

people, the house of Israel; so that we and our children, and

the children of our children, may all have knowledge of thy

name, and may study Torah for its own sake. Blessed art

thou, O Lord, who teachest Torah to thy people Israel.

And the Lord spoke unto Moses, saying: ‘Speak unto

Aaron, and unto his sons, saying, Thus shall ye bless the

children of Israel, saying unto them: “The Lord bless thee,

and keep thee [Amen]; the Lord make his face shine upon

thee, and be gracious unto thee [Amen]; the Lord lift up

his countenance upon thee, and grant thee peace [Amen].”

And they shall put my name upon the children of Israel,

and I will bless them.’ [Amen].

The Lord is God! The Lord is God!

The Lord reigns, the Lord has reigned, the Lord shall

reign for ever and ever!
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The Lord shall be King over all the earth; in that day the

Lord shall be One and his name One. Save us, O Lord our

God, that we may give thanks to thy holy name, and may

glory in thy praise. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel for ever

and ever, and let all the people say, Amen. Praise the Lord.

Let every thing that has breath praise the Lord.Hallelujah.

Psalm 103

A Psalm of David

Bless the Lord,Omy soul;
And all that is withinme, bless his holy name.

Bless the Lord,Omy soul, and forget none of his benefits:
He forgives all my iniquity;

He heals all my diseases;
He redeemsmy life from destruction;

He surroundsmewith lovingkindness and tendermercies;
He satisfiesmy old age with good;

So that my youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
The Lord does what is righteous,

And brings justice to all those who are oppressed.
Hemade known his ways untoMoses,

His doings unto the children of Israel.
The Lord is compassionate and gracious,

Slow to anger, and full of mercy.
Hewill not always contend;

Neither will he keep his anger for ever.
He has not dealt with us according to our sins,

Nor requited us according to our iniquities.
For as the heaven is high above the earth,

So great is his mercy towards those who revere him.
As far as the east is from the west,

So far has he removed our transgressions from us.
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Just as a father has pity on his children
So the Lord pities those who revere him.

For he knows our frame:
He remembers that we are dust.

As for man, his days are as grass;
As a flower of the field, so he flourishes.

For the wind passes over it, and it is gone;
And its place knows it no more.

But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to
everlasting upon those who revere him,
And his righteousness unto their children’s children,

To those who keep his covenant,
And to those who remember his precepts and act on them.

The Lord has established his throne in the heavens;
And his kingdom rules over all.

Bless the Lord, you his angels,
Mighty in strength, who fulfil his word,
Hearkening to the voice of his word.

Bless the Lord, all his hosts,
His ministers who do his will.

Bless the Lord, all his works, in all places of his dominion;
Bless the Lord, O my soul.

_____________

on sabbath

Psalm 92

A Psalm, a Song for the Sabbath Day

It is good to give thanks unto the Lord,
And to sing praises unto thy name, O most high:

To declare thy lovingkindness in the morning,
And thy faithfulness in the night;

With an instrument of ten strings, and with the lyre,
With a solemn sound upon the harp.
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For thou, O Lord, hast made me glad with thy work;
I will exult in the works of thy hands.

How great are thy works, O Lord,
Thy thoughts are very deep.

A brutish man does not know;
Neither does a fool understand this.

When the wicked spring up as the grass,
And when all the workers of iniquity flourish;

It is that they may be destroyed for ever.
But thou, O Lord, art on high for evermore;

For lo, thine enemies shall perish
for, lo, thine enemies shall perish;

All the workers of iniquity shall be scattered.
But my strength thou hast exalted like that of the wild-ox;
I am anointed with fresh oil.

My eyes shall see the fate of my enemies:
My ears shall hear the fate of the wicked

who rise up against me.

The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree:
They will grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

Planted in the house of the Lord,
They will flourish in the courts of our God.

They shall bring forth fruit in old age.
They shall be full of sap and green

To declare that the Lord is upright,
My rock, in whom there is no unrighteousness.

_____________

Blessed be he who spoke and the world came into being. Blessed be

he who speaks and acts. Blessed be he who decides and establishes.

Blessed be he who created the world. Blessed be he who has

compassion upon the earth. Blessed be he who has compassion

upon all creatures. Blessed be he who rewards well those who
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revere him. Blessed be he who removes darkness, and

brings light. Blessed be the living God who exists eternally.

Blessed be he who neither does ill nor forgets, who judges

without respect of persons, and takes no bribes. He is

righteous in all his ways, and loving in all his works.

Blessed be he who sets free and provides shelter. Blessed be

he who has given to his people Israel [on sabbath, this Day

of Rest, and] this Day of Memorial, a goodly day of holy

convocation. Blessed be he, and blessed be his name.

Blessed be his remembrance for ever and ever. Blessed art

thou,O Lord our God, King of the universe, the great and

holy King, merciful Father, praised by the mouth of thy

people, extolled and glorified by the tongue of all who love

and serve thee.We shall praise thee,O Lord our God,with

the hymns of thy servant David.With psalms and song we

shall give thanks, declare thy greatness, glory and majesty,

and proclaim thy name, our sovereign and our God; thou

alone art the life of the universe, thy name is extolled and

glorified for ever and ever. Blessed art thou, O Lord, the

King,who art adored with praises.

Blessed be the Lord for ever:Amen andAmen.

Blessed be the Lord from Zion, who dwells in Jerusalem:

O praise the Lord.

Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who alone

does wondrous things.

Blessed be his glorious name for ever: the whole earth shall

be filled with his glory.

Amen, andAmen.
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And David blessed the Lord in the presence of all the

congregation: and David said: ‘Blessed art thou,O Lord

God of Israel, our Father, for ever and ever. Thine,

O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the

splendour, and the majesty; for all that is in heaven and

earth is thine; thine, O Lord, is the kingdom, and thou

art exalted supreme above all. Riches and honour come

of thee, and thou hast dominion over all: and in thy hand

are power and might; and in thy hand it is to make

great, and to give strength unto all. And now, O our

God, we thank thee and praise thy glorious name.’ And

the people shall bless thine honoured name, though it

is exalted above all blessing and praise. Thou art Lord

alone; thou hast made the heavens, the heaven of

heavens with all their host, the earth and all that is

thereon, the seas, and all that is therein; and thou

sustainest them all, and the host of heaven worship

thee.

The breath of every living being shall bless thy name,

O Lord our God, and the spirit of all flesh shall

continually glorify and extol thy remembrance, O our

King.Thou art God from everlasting to everlasting, and

besides thee, we have no king, redeemer, or saviour to

deliver, shelter, answer, or have pity on us. In all times of

trouble and distress we have no king to help and support

us but thee. God of the first and of the last ages, God of

all creatures, Lord of all generations, adored with all

manner of praise, he governs his world with love,
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and his creatures with mercy. The Lord neither slumbers

nor sleeps; he awakens those who sleep and rouses those

who dream; he revives the dead and heals the sick; he

opens the eyes of the blind, and raises up those who are

bowed down.Unto thee alone we give thanks.

If our mouths were full of song like the sea, our tongues full

of joy like the resounding waves, and our lips full of praise

like the boundless firmament; if our eyes were shining like

the sun and the moon, our hands spread out like the eagles’

wings in the skies, and our feet swift as the hinds’, we still

could not give sufficient thanks unto thee, O Lord our

God, or adequately bless thy name, O our King, for even

one of the myriads of benefits which thou hast bestowed

upon our ancestors and upon us. O Lord our God, thou

didst redeem us from Egypt and release us from the house

of bondage; in time of famine thou didst feed us, and in

plenty provide for us. From the sword thou didst deliver us,

from pestilence save us, and from many sore diseases thou

didst rescue us.Hitherto thy compassion has supported us,

and thy lovingkindness has not forsaken us; therefore the

limbs which thou hast formed in us, the spirit and soul

which thou hast breathed into our nostrils, and the tongue

which thou hast placed in our mouth shall continually

thank, bless, praise, glorify, and sing unto thy name, O our

King. For every mouth shall thank thee, every tongue

praise thee, and every eye watch for thee; every knee shall

bend to thee, and all that is lofty shall bow down before

thee.

running head 00running head 30



00 morning service for the day of memorial31 morning service for the new year

All hearts shall revere thee, and all our inner being shall

sing praises to thy name; as it is said: ‘All my bones shall

say: O Lord, who is like unto thee, who deliverest the

poor from those who are too strong for them; the poor

and needy from those who exploit them?’ Who is like

unto thee? Who is equal unto thee? Who can be

compared unto thee? Great, mighty, and revered God,

supreme Lord, possessor of heaven and earth.

Praised for ever by thy name, O our King, the great and

holy God, King over heaven and earth; for unto thee,

O Lord our God and God of our ancestors, belong for

ever song and praise, psalm and hymn, strength and

dominion, victory, greatness and might, adoration and

glory, holiness and majesty, blessings and thanksgivings

to thy great and holy name. From everlasting to ever-

lasting thou art God. Blessed art thou, O Lord, great

King, adored with praise, God of thanksgiving, Lord of

wonders, creator of all souls, sovereign over all deeds,

who art pleased with melodious song, O King, the life

of the universe.Amen.

Bless the Lord,who is ever to be blessed.

Blessed be the Lord,who is blessed for ever and ever.

Blessed art thou,O Lord our God,King of the universe,

who formest light and createst darkness, makest peace,

and createst all things.
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in silence

All creation shall give thanks unto thee, praise thee, and

say: ‘There is none holy like the Lord.’ All shall extol thee

as the Creator of all things, O God, who daily openest the

gates of the east, and throwest wide the windows of the

firmament, bringing forth the sun from his abode, and the

moon from her place of rest, giving light to all the world

and its inhabitants, whom thou didst create in a spirit of

tenderness. In tender love thou givest light to the earth,

and to those who dwell therein, and in thy goodness thou

renewest from day to day the work of the creation. How

great are thy works, O Lord, in wisdom thou hast made

them all; the earth is full of thy creatures.Thou art the only

King, exalted alone since the world began, praised,

glorified and extolled from the days of old. Everlasting

God, in thy great mercy have compassion on us, Lord of

our strength, rock of our fortress, shield of our safety,

citadel of our protection.

With everlasting love thou hast loved us, O Lord our

God, and with exceeding great pity thou hast pitied us.

Our Father, our King, for the sake of thy great name, and

for the sake of our ancestors who trusted in thee, and

whom thou didst teach the statutes of life that they might

perform thy will with a perfect heart, be gracious unto us

also.Our Father,merciful Father, ever compassionate, have

mercy upon us; put wisdom in our hearts, that we may

hear, understand, reflect, learn and teach, observe, do and

fulfil in love all the words of thy law. Cause our eyes to be
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enlightened by thy law, and our hearts to hold fast to thy

commandments; unite our hearts in love and reverence

for thee, so that we are not disgraced nor put to shame,

and so that we may never stumble. Because we have

trusted in thy holy, great, mighty and revered name, we

shall find joy and gladness in thy saving power. O Lord

our God, let not thy mercy and thy great lovingkindness

ever forsake us. Hasten and bring us blessing and

peace from the four corners of the earth, and let us go

with heads high to our land. For thou art the God who

workest salvation; thou hast chosen us from among all

peoples and nations.

In love, O our King, thou hast brought us near to thy

great name, to give thanks to thee, to proclaim thy unity,

and to love thy name. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who in

love hast chosen thy people Israel.

on sabbath

Praise be to God who ceased from all his works, and on

the seventh day exalted himself, and sat upon the throne

of his glory; who robed himself in majesty on the day of

rest, and called the sabbath day a delight. This is the

song of praise for the seventh day, on which God rested

from all his work; and the seventh day uttered praise and

said: ‘A psalm, a song for the sabbath day.’ Therefore let

all his creatures glorify God; let them render praise,

honour, grandeur and glory unto the King, the Creator

of all, who gives an inheritance of rest to his people

Israel on the holy sabbath day.

_____________
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Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One.

Blessed be his name; his glorious kingdom is for ever and

ever.

And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,

and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. And these

words which I command thee this day, shall be in thy heart.

And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and

shalt speak of them when thou sittest in thy house, and

when thou walkest by the way; when thou liest down, and

when thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign

upon thy hand; and they shall be as frontlets between thine

eyes, and thou shalt write them upon the door posts of thy

house, and upon thy gates.

in silence

And it shall come to pass, that if you will hearken diligently

unto my commandments which I command you this day, to

love the Lord your God, and to serve him with all your heart

and with all your soul; then will I send rain for your land in

its due season; the early rain and the later rain; that thou

mayest gather in thy corn, thy wine and thine oil. And I shall

give grass in thy fields for thy cattle, that thou mayest eat

and be satisfied. Take heed to yourselves, lest your heart be

deceived, and you turn aside, and serve other gods, and

worship them. For then the Lord’s anger will be kindled

against you, and he will shut up the heavens so that there be

no rain, and the land will not yield her produce, and you will

soon perish from off the good land which the Lord gives

you. And you shall lay up these my words in your heart and

in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand, and

they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. And you shall
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teach them to your children, speaking of them when thou

sittest in thy house, and when thou walkest by the way, when

thou liest down and when thou risest up. And thou shalt write

them upon the door posts of thy house, and upon thy gates.

That your days and the days of your children may be increased

in the land which the Lord promised to give to your ancestors

for as long as the heavens are above the earth.

And the Lord spoke unto Moses, saying: ‘Speak unto the

children of Israel and bid themmake themselves fringes on the

borders of their garments, throughout their generations, and

put upon the fringe of each border a thread of blue.And it shall

be unto you for a fringe, that when you look upon it you should

remember all the commandments of the Lord, and keep them;

and that you should not stray after the inclinations of your

hearts and your eyes, by which you are enticed;

that you may remember and keep all my commandments, and

be holy unto your God. I am the Lord your God, who brought

you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: I am the Lord

yourGod.’

True is this word unto us for ever and ever, true, established,

enduring, accepted and good. It is true that the everlasting

God is our King; the rock of Jacob, the shield of our safety;

he endures from generation to generation; his kingdom and

his faithfulness endure for ever. It is true that thou art the

Lord our God and God of our ancestors, our redeemer and

protector; this is thy name from everlasting; there is no God

besides thee.
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לום הכפורים ה׆עילח        תפלת  

 

 

ע הּוא הַאת   ינּוֽ ת  ו  ֲאב ֶעְזַרת ג ן .  ל ם  ו  מ  לֶהם  יעַ ֽ ש  ו  ּומ  מ   

ְבנ יֶהם יֶהם ְול  דו   רל־ּדו  כ   ּב ַאֲחר  י    ׃ רו  יש ַאְשר  א   

ְשַמע ְצו   ֶשי  ְתָךְותו   .  יָךֽ תֶ ְלמ  ְרָך ר  ים ּוְדב  ׃    לּבו   ־    ַעל י ש   

ה    ֱאֶמת ן  הּוא  ַאת  אשו  ה  .  ר  . ןַאֲחרו   הּוא  ְוַאת   

ֶד  ַּבְלע  לגו   ְךלֶ ֽ מֶ  ּונֽ ֽ ל ֶאין יָךֽ ּומ  י ם   ׃ יעַ ֽ ש  ּומו   א  ְצַרַֽ מ  מ   

היְ    ּונֽ ְגַאְלת   ית  .   ינּוֽ ֱאֹלה    הו   ּב  ים ּומ  ד  ית   ֲעב  . נּוֽ ְפד   

יֶהםְּבכו   ־ לכ   ר   ר  סּוף ְויַם  .  ת  לְ ֽ אַ ג   ְרָךּוְבכו   . ְגת  ֽ ה   

קַ  ַ     .       ְעת  ּב  ְברּו    ְמָךְוע  יֶהם םי  ֽ מַ     ַוְךַכּסּו    .    י ם    ע  ר  ד    .   צ  ֶאח   

ֶהם רנו      אֹל    מ  ְּבחּו    ז את    ַעל    ׃  ת  ים    ש  ְממּו    ְגאּול  ל   ְורו  .   א   

ירו         ְונ ְתנּו חו         תש  ְשּב  כו         תְות  אוֺתְוהו         תְּבר  ּלו ת      ד  ּוְתה   

ל רּוְך    ׃   ֲאל םגו     ןֶעְליו     ְלא  ה   ּב  היְ    ַאת  ל   ג ַאל   .   הו   א  ְשר  ׃  י     

 

 ___________ 
      

נ י ַתי ֲאד  ח ְשפ  ְפת  י . ת  יד ּופ  ּל תֶ  יַג  ׃  ָךֽ ְתה   

רּוְך ה  ּב  היְ    ַאת  י  ינּו ֽ ה  ֹלאֱ    הו   אֹלה  ת     ו  י .   ינּוֽ ֲאבו  ֱאֹלה   

ם    ה  ק.  ַאְבר  ְצח  י י  ב  . ֱאֹלה  י ַיֲעק  אֹלה  י.  ו  ה ֱאֹלה  ר  . ש   

י ה ֱאֹלה  ְבק  י ל ָאה.  ר  י.  ֱאֹלה  אֹלה  ל ו  ח  ל .  ר  ל ַהג דו  א  ה 
א ר ְוַהּנֹור  ּבו  ן.  ַהג  ל ֶעְליו  נ ה.  א  ים קו  ב  ים טו  ד  ל ֲחס  מ   גו 

ל כ ר   . ַהכ  י  ְוזו  יא  .  ָאבו ת ַחְסּד  ב  ל   ּומ  ְבנ י גֹוא  ְבנ יֶהם   ל   

ה  ַעןֽ ְלַמַֽ  ׃ ְשמו  ְּבַאֲהב   

ים  נּוֽ ז  ְכר    ל  . ַלַחי  ץ  ֶלְךֽ מֶ  א  פ  ים  ח  ַען  .  ַּבַחי             ְלַמַֽ
ים  יָךֽ ַרֲחמֶ  ים  ֱאֹלה  עַ יֽ ּומֹוש     עֹוז ר   ֶלְךֽ מֶ   .   ַחי   

ג ן רּוְך     ׃   ּומ  ה      ּב  היְ        ַאת  ג ן      .     הו   ם        מ  ה  ַאְבר   

ק  ּופ ה דו  ר  ׃ ש   
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00 morning service for the day of memorial37 morning service for the new year

Thou, O Lord, art mighty for ever; thou revivest the

dead, and art mighty to save. Thou sustainest the living

in lovingkindness, revivest the dead with great mercy,

upholdest the fallen, and healest the sick; thou loosest

those who are in bonds, and keepest thy faith with those

who sleep in the dust.Who is like unto thee, O Lord of

mighty deeds; or who can be compared unto thee, O

King, who ordainest both life and death, and causest

salvation to spring forth? Thou art faithful to revive the

dead. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who revivest the dead.

Amen.

_____________

And thou art holy, thou who dwellest amidst the praises

of Israel.

Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth

is full of his glory.

And thou, O Lord, alone will reign over all thy works,

on Mount Zion, the residence of thy glory, and in

Jerusalem, the city of thy sanctuary; as it is written in thy

holy word: ‘The Lord shall reign for ever; even thy God,

OZion, from generation to generation.Hallelujah!’

Thou art holy, and thy name is revered; and besides thee

there is noGod; as it is written: ‘And the Lord of hosts is

exalted in judgment: and the holy God is sanctified in

righteousness.’ Blessed art thou,OLord, the holy King.
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Our God and God of our ancestors, may our remem-

brance ascend and come before thee;may it be accepted

and remembered, with remembrance of our ancestors,

remembrance of Jerusalem, thy holy city, and remem-

brance of all thy people, the house of Israel, to bring

deliverance, well-being, grace, lovingkindness, com-

passion, life and peace: [on sabbath, on this day of rest,

and] on this Day ofMemorial.

Remember us,O ourGod, for good [Amen];

Give us thy blessing [Amen];

Preserve us for a happy life [Amen].

As thou hast promised deliverance and compassion,

pardon us and save us, for our eyes are turned to thee,

gracious andmerciful God andKing.

Our God, and God of our ancestors, reign in thy glory

over the whole world; and be exalted in majesty over all

the earth. Shine forth in the excellence of thy supreme

power over all the inhabitants of the world. May every

creature acknowledge that thou hast created it, and

every living thing understand that thou hast fashioned

it; and may all who have breath in their nostrils declare

that the LordGod of Israel reigns, and that his kingdom

is supreme over all.
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Sanctify us with thy commandments, and ordain our

portion to be in thy law. Satisfy us with thy goodness,

gladden us with thy salvation, and purify our hearts that we

may worship thee in truth.

O Lord our God, let thy people Israel be acceptable to

thee, and have regard unto their prayers.

And in thine abundant mercy, deign to regard us

graciously, and be favourable unto us; and may our eyes

behold thy return in mercy to Zion. Blessed art thou, O

Lord,who restorest thy divine presence to Zion.

We gratefully acknowledge that thou art the Lord our

God, andGod of our ancestors, for ever.Thou art our rock,

the rock of our life, and the shield of our safety throughout

all generations.We will give thanks unto thee and declare

thy praise: for our lives, which are in thy hand, and for our

souls, which are in thy charge, and for thy miracles which

are with us every day, and for thy wonders and thy

goodness which are with us at all times, at morn, noon and

even. Thou art good, for thy mercy never fails; thou art

merciful, for thy lovingkindness never ceases; for ever do

we put our trust in thee.

For all this, may thy name, O our King, be continually

praised and exalted for ever and ever. All that lives shall

give thanks unto thee and shall praise and bless thy great

name in truth, O God, our salvation and our help. Blessed

art thou, O Lord. Good is thy name, and unto thee it is

fitting to give thanks.

running head 00running head 39

T 105

T 105



00 morning service for the day of memorial40 morning service for the new year

Grant peace, happiness and blessing, life, grace and

lovingkindness, justice and mercy unto us, and unto all thy

people Israel. Bless us, even all of us together, O our Father,

with the light of thy countenance. For in the light of thy

countenance, thou dost give us, O Lord, our God, law and

life, love and kindness, justice and mercy, blessing and

peace. May it please thee to bless thy people Israel with

great strength and peace.

May we and all thy people Israel be remembered before

thee for life, sustenance, salvation and comfort. Grant us a

good life and peace. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who blessest

thy people Israel with peace. Amen.

[Silently] My God, guard my tongue from evil, and my lips

from telling lies. To those who speak ill of me may my soul

be silent and lowly as the dust to everyone. Open my heart

to thy law, that my soul may pursue thy commandments.

Frustrate speedily the designs and bring to nought the

schemes of those who rise up to do evil against me.

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my

heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock and

my redeemer.

May he who makes peace in his high heavens grant peace

unto us and unto all Israel. Amen.

_____________
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the ark is opened

Our Father our King,we have sinned before thee.

Our Father our King,we have noKing but thee.

Our Father our King, consider us, for the sake of thy name.

Our Father our King, give us a good new year.

Our Father our King, do not let the children of thy covenant
be destroyed by disease, the sword, famine,

imprisonment, destruction and plague.

Our Father our King, send perfect health to the
sick of thy people.

Our Father our King, remember that we are but dust.

Our Father our King, pardon us and forgive all our iniquities.

Our Father our King, blot out our sins and remove them
from thy sight.

Our Father our King, remember us for a happy life.

Our Father our King, remember us and think well of us on
theDay ofMemorial.

Our Father our King,make salvation blossom for us soon.

Our Father our King,may the radiance of thy people
Israel reach up to thee.

Our Father our King, cause us to return unto thy presence
in perfect repentance.

Our Father our King, hear our voice, spare us and have
compassion upon us.

Our Father our King, receive our prayers withmercy and
willingness.

Our Father our King, let this hour be an hour of compassion
and a season of thy good will.

Our Father our King, consider us for thy sake, if not for ours.

Our Father our King, dismiss us not empty handed
from thy presence.

_____________
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Our Father our King, be gracious unto us and answer us.We

can claim nothing by virtue of our deeds.Deal mercifully and

graciously with us, and deliver us.
_____________

Father of mercies, may it please thee to look favourably upon

Zion, for in thee alone do we trust, Almighty, high exalted

King, sovereign of the universe.

It came to pass, when the ark moved forward, that Moses

said: ‘Rise up, O Lord and let thine enemies be scattered, let

those who hate thee flee before thee.’

For from Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the

Lord from Jerusalem.

the scrolls are taken out of the ark

Blessed be he who in his holiness has given the Law to his

people Israel.

Hear,O Israel, the Lord is ourGod, the Lord is One.

Our God is One: our Lord is great: holy and revered is his

name.

Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord, and let us exalt

his name together.

Thine,O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the splendour, the

glory and the majesty; for all that is in heaven and earth is

thine; thine,OLord, is the kingdom and supremacy over all.

Exalt the Lord our God, and bow down at his footstool, for

he is holy. Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at his holy

mountain, for the Lord ourGod is holy.
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There is none holy as the Lord, for there is none beside

him; neither is there any rock like our God. For who is

God but the Lord? Or who is a rock except our God?

Moses commanded us to keep theTorah as the inheritance

of the congregation of Jacob. It is a tree of life to those who

grasp it; and those who hold fast to it are happy. Its ways

are ways of pleasantness, and all its paths are peace. Great

peace have those who love thy law; and for them there is no

stumbling.The Lord will give strength unto his people: the

Lord will bless his people with peace. When I call on the

name of the Lord, proclaim the greatness of our God. Let

all acknowledge the power of God, and give honour to the

Torah.

the scroll is elevated

This is the Torah which Moses set before the children of

Israel. Moses commanded us to keep the Torah as an

inheritance of the congregation of Jacob. The way of God

is perfect; the word of the Lord is tested; he is a shield to all

who trust in him.

before the reading of the torah

Bless the Lord,who is ever to be blessed.

Blessed is the Lord,who is to be blessed for ever and ever

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe,

who hast chosen us from all peoples, and hast given us thy

Torah.Blessed art thou,OLord, giver ofTorah.
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Torah Readings for the Day of Memorial

Genesis 22: 1–19

And it came to pass after these things that God did prove

Abraham, and said unto him, ‘Abraham’; and he said,

‘Behold, here I am’. And he said, ‘Take now thy son, thine

only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the

land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering

upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.’ And

Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass,

and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son,

and he cleaved the wood for the burnt offering, and rose

up, and went unto the place of which God had told him.

On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the

place afar off. And Abraham said unto his young men,

‘Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder

and worship, and come again to you.’ And Abraham took

the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his

son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they

went both of them together. And Isaac spoke unto

Abraham his father, and said, ‘My father,’ and he said,

‘Here am I, my son.’ And he said, ‘Behold the fire and the

wood; but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?’ And

Abraham said, ‘My son, God will provide himself a lamb

for a burnt offering.’ So they went both of them together.
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And they came to the place which God had told him of;

and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in

order, and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar

upon the wood. And Abraham stretched forth his hand,

and took the knife to slay his son. And the angel of the

Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said, ‘Abraham,

Abraham.’ And he said, ‘Here am I.’ And he said, ‘Lay not

thy hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him:

for now I know that thou art a God-fearing man, seeing

thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, from me.’

And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked; and behold,

behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by his horns.

And Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up

for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. And Abraham

called the name of that place Jehovah-jireh: as it is said to

this day, ‘In the mount of the Lord it shall be seen.’ And

the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven a

second time, and said, ‘By myself have I sworn, saith the

Lord, because thou hast done this thing, and hast not

withheld thy son, thine only son, that in blessing I will

bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the

stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea

shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies.

And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed;

because thou hast obeyed my voice.’ So Abraham returned

to his young men, and they rose up and went together to

Beer-sheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba.
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Deuteronomy 29: 9–14

Ye are standing this day all of you before the Lord your

God: your heads, your tribes, your elders, and your

officers, even all the men of Israel, your little ones, your

wives, and thy stranger that is in the midst of thy camp,

from the hewer of thy wood unto the drawer of thy

water; that thou shouldst enter into the covenant of the

Lord thyGod—and intoHis oath—which the Lord thy

God makes with thee this day; that He may establish

thee this day unto Himself for a people, and that He

may be unto thee a God, as He spoke unto thee, and as

He swore unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to

Jacob. Neither with you only do I make this covenant

and this oath; but with him that stands here with us this

day before the Lord our God, and also with him that is

not here with us this day.

after the reading of the torah

Blessed art thou,O Lord our God,King of the universe,

who hast given us the law of truth and planted eternal

life within us. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who hast given

theTorah.

before the reading of the haftarah

Blessed art thou,O Lord our God,King of the universe,

who hast chosen good prophets, and hast found pleasure

in their words which were spoken in truth.

Blessed art thou, O Lord, who hast chosen us from all

people, and hast given us the law, andMoses thy servant,

and Israel thy people, and prophets of truth and

righteousness.
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Haftarah Reading

Isaiah 55: 1–13

Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye for water, and he that
hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine
and milk without money and without price. Wherefore do
ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your gain
for that which satisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto Me,
and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight
itself in fatness. Incline your ear, and come unto Me; hear,
and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting
covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David. Behold,
I have given him for a witness to the peoples, a prince and
commander to the peoples.

Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and
a nation that knew not thee shall run unto thee; because of
the Lord thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel, for He
hath glorified thee. Seek ye the Lord while He may be
found, call ye upon Him while He is near.

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the man of iniquity
his thoughts; and let him return unto the Lord, and
He will have compassion upon him, and to our God, for
He will abundantly pardon. For My thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, saith the Lord.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are
My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than
your thoughts. For as the rain cometh down and the
snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, except it
water the earth, and make it bring forth and bud, and
give seed to the sower and bread to the eater; so shall
My word be that goeth forth out of My mouth: it shall not
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return unto Me void, except it accomplish that which I

please, and make the thing whereto I sent it prosper. For

ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace; the

mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into

singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress, and

instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall

be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that

shall not be cut off.

after the reading of the haftarah

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe,

rock of all worlds, righteous throughout all generations,

faithful God, who sayest and doest, who speakest and

fulfillest, all whose words are truth and righteousness.

Faithful art thou, O Lord our God, and faithful are thy

words, and not one of thy words will return void, for thou

art a faithful and merciful God and King. Blessed art

thou,OLordGod,who art faithful in all thy words.

For the law, for the divine service, for the prophets, and

for this [on sabbath, sabbath day and] Day of Memorial,

which thou, O Lord our God, hast given us [on sabbath,

for holiness and for rest] for honour and for glory.

For all these we thank and bless thee, O Lord our God,

blessed be thy name by the mouth of every living being

continually and for ever.

Blessed art thou, O Lord, who sanctifiest [on sabbath,

the sabbath,] Israel and theDay ofMemorial.

_____________
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Almighty God, we pray to thee for:

Our Sovereign Lady Queen Elizabeth,

Philip Duke of Edinburgh,

Charles Prince of Wales, and all the Royal Family.

We beseech thee to bless and keep them. Grant the

Queen and her counsellors wisdom to govern the country

in accordance with thy will, so that it may help to set

righteousness and justice over the earth. Strengthen our

love for our country, our desire to serve it, our power of

self-sacrifice in the things that make for its welfare.

Cause us to see ever more clearly that its high place

among the nations is in the keeping of all its citizens.

Hasten the time when thy rule will be accepted by all

mankind and when the reign of peace and love will be

established on earth. Amen.

Merciful Father, whose all-embracing love is our refuge

and hope, sustain in tenderness the sorrowing hearts

among us. Comfort them in the hope of union with

their dear ones in eternal blessedness. Grant them faith

and courage and acceptance of thy will. Amen.

O God, may it please thee to send healing to those who

are in pain or anxiety. Be thou their refuge through their

time of trial. Make them secure in the knowledge that

they will never be forgotten by thee, for thou art the

shield of all who trust in thee. Amen.
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May he who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and

Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Leah and Rachel, bless this holy

congregation, together with all holy congregations, here

and at home and throughout the world.May God in his

mercy uphold and shield you, and plant among you love

and brotherhood, peace and friendship. May he grant

life and health, peace and happiness, in all your dwelling

places.May such be the divine will.Amen.

Almighty God, we ask thy blessing upon the people and

the land of Israel. May the vision of justice and love

come to be realised upon that ancient soil.May thy word

go out from Jerusalem, andmay it ever be a city of peace.

Amen.

_____________

And in the seventh month, on the first day of the

month, you shall hold a sacred assembly. You shall not

work. It shall be for you the day of sounding the shofar.

Blessed art thou,O Lord our God,King of the universe,

who hast sanctified us by thy commandments and com-

manded us to hear the call of the shofar.
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Blessed art thou,O Lord our God, King of the universe, who

hast kept us alive, sustained us, and enabled us to reach this

season.

tekiah shevarim-teruah tekiah

t e k i a h s h e va r i m t e k i a h

tekiah teruah tekiah

Happy are the people who know the joyful sound.They shall

walk in the light of thy countenance, O Lord. They shall

rejoice in thy name all the day long, and be exalted in thy

righteousness.

For thou art the glory of their strength, and in thy gracious

pleasure the horn of our radiance shall be exalted.

For the Lord is our shield, and the Holy One of Israel is our

King.

tek i ah teruah tek i ah

tek i ah teruah tek i ah

tek i ah teruah tek i ah

This is the Day of Memorial; as it is written in Torah: ‘And

the Lord spoke unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children

of Israel, saying,On the seventhmonth, on the first day of the

month, there shall be unto you a solemn rest, a memorial of

blowing the shofar, a holy convocation.’

running head 00running head 51

T 103

T 112

T 112



00 morning service for the day of memorial52 morning service for the day of memorial

In a cloud of glory thou didst reveal thyself unto thy holy people

to commune with them; from heaven didst thou cause them to

hear thy voice, and thou didst manifest thyself unto them in

radiant clouds. Verily all the world quaked at thy presence, and

all created beings trembled before thee, when thou,O our King,

didst reveal thyself on mount Sinai, to teach the law and

precepts unto thy people; and didst cause them to hear thy

majestic voice, and thy holy words from amidst flames of fire.

With thunder and lightning didst thou reveal thyself unto

them; and with the sound of the shofar didst thou gloriously

manifest thyself unto them, as it is written in thy law: ‘And it

came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there was

thundering and lightning, and a thick cloud upon the mount,

and the voice of the shofar exceeding loud, and all the people in

the camp trembled.’ And it is said: ‘And the voice of the shofar

waxed exceedingly loud. Moses spake, and God answered him

in a voice.’ And it is said: ‘And all the people perceived the

lightning and the thunder, and the voice of the shofar, and

the smoking mountain; and when the people saw it, they were

moved, and stood afar off.’ And in thy holy word it is written:

‘God is gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of the

shofar.’ And it is said: ‘With trumpets, and the sound of the

shofar, cry joyously before the King, the Lord.’ And it is said:

‘Blow the shofar on the New Moon, at the appointed time, on

the day of our solemn feast; for this is a statute for Israel, and a

law of theGod of Jacob.’

tek i ah shevar im -teruah tek i ah

tek i ah shevar im tek i ah

tek i ah teruah tek i ah gedolah .
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On this day, strengthen us. Amen.

On this day, bless us. Amen.

On this day, exalt us. Amen.

On this day, seek us out for blessing. Amen

On this day, hear our supplications. Amen.

On this day, cleanse us from our sin. Amen.

On this day, straighten our paths. Amen.

On this day, receive our prayers willingly and with mercy. Amen.

On this day, support us in righteous action. Amen.

On this day, remember us for a good life. Amen

_____________

on sabbath

Blessed is the Lord who has given rest to his people

Israel, according to all that he has spoken; not a single

one has failed of all the gracious words which he spoke

through Moses his servant.

_____________

The Lord shall reign for ever; even thy God, O Zion,

unto all generations. Hallelujah!
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Ascribe to the Lord,O sons of themighty,
Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength;

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due to his name;
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;
TheGod of glory thunders;
The Lord is uponmany waters.

The voice of the Lord is powerful;
The voice of the Lord is full of majesty.

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars;
The Lord shatters the cedars of Lebanon.

He alsomakes them skip like a calf:
Lebanon and Sirion, like a young wild-ox.

The voice of the Lord splits the lightning flashes:
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;

The Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the Lordmakes the hinds calve,

And strips the forest bare;
And in his temple every thing declares his glory.

The Lord sat enthroned at the flood;
The Lord sits enthroned as King for ever.

The Lord will give strength to his people;
The Lord will bless his people with peace.

Return, O Lord, unto thy habitation, and dwell in the
place which delights thee; for every mouth and every
tongue shall ascribe splendour and glory to thy kingdom.
Turn us back unto thee, O Lord, and we shall return:
renew our days as of old.

the ark is closed

the scrolls are returned to the ark

Psalm 29

A Psalm of David
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_____________

ADDRESS

_____________

There is none like ourGod; there is none like our Lord;

there is none like our King; there is none like our saviour.

Who is like ourGod;who is like our Lord;who is like

our King;who is like our saviour?

We shall give thanks to ourGod;we shall give thanks to

our Lord;we shall give thanks to our King;we shall

give thanks to our saviour.

Blessed be ourGod; blessed be our Lord; blessed be our

King; blessed be our saviour.

Thou art ourGod; thou art our Lord; thou art our King;

thou art our saviour.

running head 00running head 55

T 113



00 morning service for the day of memorial56 morning service for the day of memorial

Additional Service for the
Day of Memorial

the ark is opened

Wedeclare how profound is the holiness of this day
For it arouses in us the deepest awe.

On this day is thy kingdom exalted
Lovingkindess is the foundation of thy throne

Thou sittest on it in truth.

In truth thou dost judge and test, probe and bear witness
Thou dost record and seal, count andmeasure.

Thou shalt remember all that has been forgotten.
Thou dost open the Book ofMemory

And it speaks for itself
For everyone’s hand has set their seal to it

The great shofar sounds; a still small voice is heard.
The angels are dismayed.

Possessed by fear and trembling they announce
‘Behold theDay of Judgment!’

For judgment is visited upon the heavenly host
For even they feel uncertain in thy presence

And all who enter the world pass before thee like a
flock of sheep.

As a shepherd gathers his flock andmakes them
pass beneath his staff,

So does every living being pass before thee,
And thou dost record and count and consider them

Appointing themeasure of every creature’s life and
decreeing its destiny.

OnRoshHashanah it is inscribed,
OnYomKippur it is sealed.
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How many shall pass away and how many shall be born,

Who shall live and who shall die,
Who shall complete the normal span and who not,

Who shall perish by fire and who by water,
Who by violence of man or beast,

Who by hunger and who by thirst,
Who by earthquake, plague or execution;

Who shall have rest and who shall wander
Who secure and who tormented,
Who at ease and who afflicted;

Who shall become poor or rich, find failure or find fame.

Yet repentance, prayer and good deeds can transform
the harshness in our destiny.

Most merciful and gracious God, we have sinned against
thee; have mercy upon us. Lord of pardon, who searchest
the hearts, revealest hidden things and speakest
righteousness, we have sinned against thee; have mercy
upon us. Thou who art glorious in wonders, and mighty
in deeds, who rememberest the covenant of the patriarchs
and searchest the inward parts, we have sinned against
thee; have mercy upon us. Thou who art good and
beneficent unto all creatures, who knowest all secrets,
subduest iniquities, and art clothed with righteousness,
we have sinned against thee; have mercy upon us. Thou
who art perfect in purity, and revered in praises, who
pardonest iniquities, and answerest us in our troubles, we
have sinned against thee; have mercy upon us. Thou who
workest salvation, who seest the future, who callest to the
generations from the beginning, who ridest upon the
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heavens, who art attentive to prayer, and art perfect in
knowledge, we have sinned against thee; have com-
passion upon us.

the ark is closed

It is our duty to praise the Lord of all, to ascribe

greatness to him who formed the world in the

beginning. He stretched out the heavens and laid the

foundations of the earth; his glorious throne is in the

heavens above, and the abode of his power is in the

loftiest heights. He is our God; there is no other. It is

true he is our King; there is none but him; as it is written

in the Torah: ‘This day, thou shalt know and take to

heart that the Lord he is God in the heavens above and

on the earth beneath: there is no other.’

We therefore hope in thee, O Lord our God, that we

may soon behold the glory of thy power, when idols will

be no more and superstition will have passed away;

when the world will be set right under the kingdom of

the Almighty; when all creation will call upon thy name,

and thou wilt turn unto thyself all the wicked of the

earth.Then all the inhabitants of the earth will perceive

and know that unto thee every knee must bow, every

tongue must swear allegiance. Before thee, O Lord our

God, they will bow and humble themselves. Unto thy

glorious name they will give honour, and accept the

rule of thy kingdom; and so thou wilt soon reign over

them for ever and ever. For the kingdom is thine;
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and thou wilt reign in glory for ever; as it is written in thy

Torah: ‘The Lord shall reign for ever and ever.’ And it is

said: ‘The Lord shall be King over all the earth; on that day

the Lord shall beOne, and his nameOne.’

Kaddish

Magnified and sanctified be the great name of God

throughout the world which he has created according to

his will; may he establish his kingdom during your life and

during your days and during the life of the whole house of

Israel, speedily and before long; and say Amen.

May his great name be blessed for ever and to all eternity.

Blessed, praised and glorified, exalted, extolled and

honoured, esteemed and lauded be the name of the Holy

One, blessed be he, though he be above all blessings and

hymns, praises and consoling words, that are uttered in this

world; and say Amen.

May abundant peace from heaven, and life, be granted

unto us and unto all Israel; and say Amen.

He who makes peace in his high heavens, grant peace unto

us and unto all Israel; and say Amen.
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The Lord has reigned eternally, ere any creature yet was formed.
When all things by his will weremade, his name as King was

then proclaimed.
Andwhen all things have reached their end, he’ll reign alone

with awesomemight.
Hewas, he is, he ever will be, infinite and glorious.
And he is One, there is none else, to be compared or

joined with him.
With no beginning and no end, he holds the power and

sovereignty.
He is myGod andmy redeemer,my rock in time of

trial and pain.
He is my banner andmy refuge; he fills my cup in time of need.
Into his hand I laymy soul, both when I sleep and when I wake;
Andwithmy soul my body too; the Lord is withme,

I’ll not fear.

_____________

The Lord bless thee and keep thee:
The Lordmake his face to shine upon thee

and be gracious unto thee:
The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee

and give thee peace.
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Kiddush

on sabbath add the words in brackets

[And the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath,

observing the sabbath throughout their generations, for an

everlasting covenant. It is a sign between me and the

children of Israel for ever; for in six days the Lord made

heaven and earth; and on the seventh day he rested, and

was refreshed.]

And Moses declared unto the children of Israel the

appointed seasons of the Lord.

Sound the shofar on the New Moon, at the appointed

time, on the day of our solemn feast; for this is a statute for

Israel, and a law of theGod of Jacob.

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe,

who createst the fruit of the vine.

for apple & honey

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe,

who createst the fruit of the tree.

for cake

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe,

who createst diverse kinds of food.

for challah

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe,

who bringest forth bread from the earth.

_____________
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II

What distinguishes the Days of Awe from other festivals is that

here and only here does a Jew kneel. Here he does what he refused

to do before the king of Persia, what no power on earth can compel

him to do, and what he need not do before God on any other day of

the year, or in any other situation he may face during his lifetime.

And he does not kneel to confess a fault or to pray for forgiveness of

sins, acts to which this festival is primarily dedicated. He kneels only

on beholding the immediate nearness of God.

franz rosenzweig

III

The proper study of a wise man is not how to die, but how to live.

A man who desires to help others by counsel or deed will refrain

from dwelling on men’s faults, and will speak but sparingly of

human weaknesses. But he will speak at large of man’s virtue and

power, and the means of perfecting the same, that thus men may

endeavour joyously to live, so far as in them lies, after the com-

mandment of reason.
benedict spinoza

IV

Surprisingly, the name Rosh Hashanah is not found in the Bible

but it is by that name that the first of Tishri has become rooted

in Jewish tradition. The festival is mentioned only twice, once in

Leviticus where it is called ‘a solemn rest . . . a memorial proclaimed

with the blast of horns, a holy convocation . . .’, and again in

Numbers where the festival is once more associated with the blow-

ing of the horn: ‘And in the seventh month, on the first day of the

month, ye shall have a holy convocation, ye shall do no manner of

servile work; it is a day of blowing the horn unto you.’ It is the shofar
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Readings for Reflection

I

We pause in reverence before the gift of self;

The vessel shatters, the divine spark shines through,

And our solitary self becomes a link of the transmitting chain.

For what we are, we are by sharing. And as we share

We move towards the light.

We pause in reverence before the mystery of a presence:

The near and far reality of God.

Not union, but communion is our aim.

And we approach the mystery

With deeds.Words only lead us to the edge of action,

But it is deeds which bring us close to God and to each other.

We pause in terror before the deeds of humankind:

The mushroom cloud, the death camps,

The cruelly casual way we deal with one another.

But in the stillness of this questing hour

We find our way from darkness into light:

We can be good.

May we then find the world so beautiful

That we cannot do aught but share it with our neighbour,

And may a chain reaction mightier than the

light of a thousand suns

Confront us with the inner beauty of humanity

And seal the nearness of God into our existence.

albert h.friedlander
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VI

Let us consider this image: that the shofar is the voice of the

universe, of God even, creating the world by uttering words of

creation. Certainly its voice was heard as the people assembled

before Mount Sinai to hear the Ten Commandments propounded.

Samuel ‘he who hears (the voice of ) God’ also heard that voice.

Abraham too heard that voice, staying his hand, as he saw of a

sudden the ram in the thicket in place of his son Isaac—and the

word ‘ayil’ means both ‘ram’ and ‘tree’. . . and ‘mighty man’. The

Akedah reminds us of the importance of hearing this voice; its

hearing is also the mitzvah commanded for this Day of Memorial

and of blowing the shofar.
peter goldsmith

VII

Ben Azzai used to say: One good deed leads to another, and one

transgression to another; the reward of one good deed is another,

and the recompense for a transgression is another.

pirke avot, 4:2

VIII

Seek not greatness for thyself, and desire not honour; let thy works

exceed thy learning; and lust not for the table of kings; for thy table

is greater than their table, and thy crown greater than their crown,

and faithful is thy taskmaster who will pay thee the wage of thy

work.
pirke avot, 6:5

IX

Great is Torah, which gives life to those who practise it in this world

and in the world to come, for it is said, ‘For they are life unto those

that find them, and health to all their flesh (Proverbs 4:22); and it
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which, in both instances, is the major theme of the festival. In other

parts of the Bible, historical incidents are associated with Rosh

Hashanah, for example, the rebuilding of the altar in Jerusalem,

after the return from the Babylonian exile. There is no specific

mention of Rosh Hashanah although tradition ascribes the event to

that festival. The Bible simply states, ‘And when the seventh month

was come…’. Another event is the great convocation, ‘upon the first

day of the seventh month’, held in the time of Ezra and Nehemiah.

At this meeting Ezra read to the people from the Bible, ‘from

early morning to midday’, and when the people began to weep,

Nehemiah stressed to them the sanctity of the day. Moreover he

encouraged them: ‘Go your way, eat the fat and drink the sweet; and

send portions unto him for whom nothing is prepared: for this day

is holy unto the Lord, neither be ye grieved, for the joy of the Lord

is your strength.’ A further indirect reference to Rosh Hashanah is

understood by the rabbis in Psalm 81:4–5: ‘Blow the horn at the

new moon in the time appointed for our feast day. For it is a statute

for Israel, an ordinance of the God of Jacob.’
naphtali winter

V

The law to blow the shofar on Rosh Hashanah has a profound

meaning. It says, ‘Awake, you sleepers, and ponder on your deeds;

remember your Creator and go back to Him in penitence. Be not of

those who miss reality in their pursuit of shadows and waste their

years in seeking after vain things which cannot profit or help. Look

well to your souls and consider your acts; forsake each of you his evil

ways and thoughts, and return to God, so that He may have mercy

upon you.’
maimonides
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the house is urgent.’ He also used to say, ‘It is not for thee to finish

the work, nor art thou free to desist therefrom; if thou hast learned

muchTorah, they give thee much reward; and faithful is theMaster

of thy work, who will pay thee the reward of thy work, and know

that the recompense of the righteous is for the time to come.’

pirke avot, 2:20-21

XII

Saadiah Gaon, the great philosopher (892–942) offered ten reasons

for sounding the shofar:

The first is that Rosh Hashanah marks the beginning of creation,

during which the Holy Blessed One created the world and pro-

claimed Himself King. So it is sounded to proclaim the sovereignty

ofGod, following the custom of sounding it at a coronation.

The second is to herald the beginning of the ten days of repentance.

The third is a reminder to be faithful to the teachings of the Torah,
since the shofar was heard at the giving of theTorah.

The fourth reason is to remind us of the prophets, the teachers of
righteousness, who raised their voices like the shofar, to touch our
consciences.

The fifth, is that it was to the sound of trumpets that the Temple
fell, and to the sound of trumpets it will be restored.

The sixth, as a reminder of the Akedah, since the ram which was
substituted for Isaac was caught in the thicket by its horns.

The seventh reason is to inspire awe: ‘Shall the shofar be blown in
the city and the people not be afraid?’ (Amos 3:6)

The eighth is as a summons to the heavenly court on the Day of
Judgment, to be judged.
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says, ‘It shall be health to thy navel and marrow to thy bones’

(Proverbs 3:8); and it says, ‘It is a tree of life to those that grasp it,

and those who hold fast to it are happy’ (Proverbs 3:18); and it says,

‘For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head and chains

about thy neck’ (Proverbs 1:9); and it says, ‘She shall give to thine

head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee’

(Proverbs 4:9); and it says, ‘For by me thy days shall be multiplied,

and the years of thy life shall be increased’ (Proverbs 9:11); and it

says, ‘Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches

and honour’ (Proverbs 3:16); and it says, ‘For length of days, and

years of life, and peace shall they add to thee’ (Proverbs 3:2).
pirke avot, 6:7

X

BenZoma said,

Who is wise? He that learns from every man, for it is said, ‘From all

my teachers I have got understanding.’

Who is mighty? He that controls his passions; for it is said, ‘He that

is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he that ruleth his

spirit than he that taketh a city’ (Proverbs 16:32).

Who is rich? He that is contented with his lot; for it is said, ‘When

thou eatest the labour of thy hands, happy art thou, and it shall be

well with thee’ (Psalm 128:2).

Who is honoured? He that honours mankind; for it is said, ‘For

them that honour me I will honour, and they that despise me shall

be lightly esteemed.’ (I Samuel 2:30).
pirke avot, 4:1

XI

Rabbi Tarfon said, ‘The day is short, and the task is great, and the

workmen are sluggish, and the reward is much, and the Master of
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Let me have buoyancy of spirit, that with grace I may meet the

undiscovered chances, blessings, problems and trials of each coming

day; and with a thankful heart each tired night, approach my rest. O

God who made the good rich earth and the great shining sun, give

me a healthy spirit.
harold reinhart

XIV

From a sermon after 9/11:

Now, at this moment, we seek to comfort ourselves. We are part of a

community at prayer, at one with synagogues all over the world, and

all have taken refuge in the Tent of God. Everyone here carries a

personal burden, and everyone here reaches out to the neighbour to

gain strength and to give strength. Then, in our prayers, we reach

out to God, El Mole Rachamim, to God filled with compassion. Yet

what unites us most this evening is our grief.

albert h. friedlander

XV

R. Simeon b. Yohai said, ‘Great is peace, since all blessings are

comprised therein, as it is written, “The Lord will give strength

unto His people; the Lord will bless His people with peace”

(Psalm 29:11).’ Hezekiah said two things: ‘Great is peace, for in

connection with all other precepts it is written, “If you meet . . . ” etc.

(Exodus 23:4), “If you see . . .” (Exodus 24:5), “If by chance . . .”

(Deut. 22: 6), which implies: If a precept comes to your hand, you

are bound to perform it, but if not, you are not bound to perform it.’

In this case, however, [it says], ‘Seek peace, and pursue it’ (Psalm

34:15), [meaning], seek it for your own place and follow it to

another place.
midrash leviticus rabbah
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The ninth reason is to call together Israel’s scattered remnant to
return to the Holy Land.

The tenth reminds us of the resurrection of the dead and the return
to life.

XIII

A New Year’s Prayer for Health:

O Spirit of the created world, who hast made all things good in

their season—all things save only man, to whom Thou didst give

choice—help me to choose the goodly way.

Let me love life and all the natural ways of life; and let me rejoice in

the good things that I can see and hear and smell and feel and think

about.

Help me to be sound of nature and healthy of spirit.

Help me to look out on life through clear eyes, beholding the way,

steady and whole, that I may not judge superficially and see partially,

but in so far as may be, with due allowance for the unnumbered

circumstances which, in infinite pattern, thrust up the daily issues in

our way.

Steady me with an abundant measure of the sense of proportion, so

that I may usually put first things first, and may relegate trifles to

their proper obscurity.

Guard me against the distortion of life through egoism and vain

pride, against the waste of life through futile dissipation and un-

becoming folly, and against the denial of life in a sterile darkness of

sullenness and bitterness and despair.

Save for me the salt of humour, and grant me in all the solemn

march of life, relief through laughter.
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XVIII

The great madness of our time is lack of faith and many of us are

afflicted by it. How did it happen? Our century is one of faith and

belief in materialism. In the acquisitive society, humans surrounded

themselves with the spoils of economic warfare, made them their

fences, their protection, their delight and their hope for the future.

And this vast structure came crashing down upon us. . . . We are

mad to accept this pattern of unreason, to substitute a disintegrating

faith in material things for the tradition which calls us together at

this season. . . . There are those who would substitute science for

religion, confronting religious fundamentalists who would turn

religion into science. Both actions are part of the sickness of our

time.They portray an ignorance of science and of religion. From the

early days of Einstein to the scholars of our time, science has begun

to explore the organic nature of a universe which contains humanity

and God as part of that nature.The ‘unified field theory’ approaches

the Shema as a statement about the nature of the Universe; religion

and science both describe reality as a unified whole. In that oneness,

we find elements of change, mind, creative freedom and cosmic

purpose.
albert h. friedlander

XIX

‘Love your neighbour as yourself; I am the Lord’ (Leviticus 19:18).

There is a Chasidic interpretation of the last words of this verse:

‘You think that I am far away from you, but in your love for your

neighbour you will find Me; not in his love for you, but in your love

for him.’ He who loves brings God and the world together. The

meaning of this teaching is: You yourself must begin. Existence will

remain meaningless for you if you yourself do not penetrate into it
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XVI

R. Simeon b. Halafta said, ‘Great is peace, for when the Holy One,

blessed be He, created His universe, He made peace between the

upper and the lower [parts of the creation]. On the first day He

created part of the upper regions and the lower ones, as it says,

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”

(Genesis 1:1). On the second day He created some of the upper

portions of the universe, as it is written, “And God said: Let there be

a firmament” (1:6). On the third day He created some of the lower

created things, [as it is written] “Let the waters under the heaven be

gathered together. . . . Let the earth put forth grass,” etc. (1:9 ff.). On

the fourth day [He created] some of the upper objects, [as it is said],

“Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens”(1:14). On the

fifth day He created some of the lower objects, as it is said, “And

God said: Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures”

(1:20). On the sixth day, when He came to create man, He said:

“If I create man as one of the upper elements of the universe, the

upper elements will outnumber the lower by one created object, and

if I create him as one of the lower created objects, the lower will

outnumber the upper by one created object.” What did He do?

He created man as of the upper as well as of the lower beings; this

is proved by what is written:Then the Lord God formed man.’

midrash leviticus rabbah

XVII

When we are dead and people weep for us and grieve, let it be

because we touched their lives with beauty and simplicity. Let it not

be said that life was good to us, but rather that we were good to life.

jacob rudin
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XXII

Leshanah Tovah Tikatevu

May ye be inscribed for a good year!

God, help us to restore our belief in the good, its reality, its potency,

its victory. Peace, healing, atonement—these are not delusions

but realities—partial in their manifestations, complete in their

potentialities. God, renew our ideals, our vision, our positive

approach to life. God lighten mine eyes.

God, fortify our wills. Let us assert our liberty, our human powers,

our genius.Thou didst not design us to be automata, victims of fate,

beasts, slaves of passion, but free agents, charged with authority to

wrest justice from the heavens, and to distil, from out the struggle of

life, love to light eternity. God, let us perform our destined service in

Thy world. God, strengthen my hand. God, show us Thy ways that

we may know Thee. We can never believe in the good, nor can we

assert our power to perform it, if we do not know our kinship with

Thee, our dependence upon Thee. God, restore Thine angels’ ladder

to this earth that our aspirations may ascend to Thee, and Thy

response come down to us. God, let us live again in Thy presence, in

Thy spirit, in thy world. God, help us to pray. Turn us unto Thee,

and we will be turned. God, wake my soul.

harold reinhart
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with active love and if you do not in this way discover its meaning

for yourself. Everything is waiting to be hallowed by you; it is

waiting to be disclosed and to be realised by you. For the sake of this

your beginning, God created the world.
martin buber

XX

We stand at the threshold of the ten Days of Awe. The workaday

world dissolves and we begin to consider the year that is past – our

lives, our motives and our deeds. We seek to dedicate ourselves to

the path of truth – truth to ourselves as well as to others. We hope

that on this Yom Hazikaron, this Day of Memorial, God will

indeed remember us as we admit our frailties and indicate our need.

We pray that this day of Rosh Hashanah may herald a year of peace

in the world and of sufficiency for its peoples.

We pray that our family lives may prosper. We pray for wholeness

and well-being.We seek to be written in the Book of Life.

peter goldsmith

XXI

‘Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God.’ (Hosea 14:2). This can be

compared to the son of a king who was far from his father, a distance

of a hundred days. His friends told him, ‘Return to your father.’ He

replied, ‘I cannot’. His father sent word to him and said, ‘Return as

far as your strength permits, and I will come the rest of the way to

meet you.’ So did the Holy One, blessed be He, say to them, ‘Return

to me, and I will return to you.’ (Malachi 3:7).
pesikta pabbati
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XXI Midrash, Pesikta Rabbati, 44.

XXII From Leshanah Tovah Tikatevu, a Rosh Hashanah prayer
written in September, 1950, in Harold Reinhart 1891–1969:

A Memorial Volume, p. 149.

Silver Cover for Siddur
Westminster Synagogue Collection

Photo courtesy of Chris Rees
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Sources of Readings for Reflection

I This meditation, inspired by a poem of a Unitarian minister,
Jacob Trapp, was originally written for Gates of Repentance, the
High Holy Day prayer book of the Liberal Movement, edited
by John Rayner and Chaim Stern in 1973. It was included
in its present slightly revised version in Machzor Ruach

Chadashah, the High Holy Day prayer book of Liberal
Judaism, 2003.

II Franz Rosenzweig, Star of Redemption (Frankfurt, 1921).

III Benedict (Baruch) Spinoza, Ethics (Amsterdam, 1677).

IV From The High Holy Days, ed. Naphtali Winter ( Jerusalem,
1973).

V Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Teshuvah 3:4.

VI Written for this prayer book by Peter Goldsmith.

VII–XI Selections from Pirke Avot (The Ethics of the Fathers), the
best known of the 63 tracts of the Mishnah.

XII Adapted from Encyclopaedia Judaica, based on the writings of
Saadiah Gaon.

XIII From ‘Prayers for the New Year,’ September 1931, in Harold

Reinhart 1891–1969: A Memorial Volume, compiled by Lewis
and Jacqueline Golden (Westminster Synagogue, 1980),
pp. 58–59.

XIV Albert H. Friedlander, A Meditation, 15 September 2001,
subsequently published in European Judaism, 35 (2002).

XV–XVI From Leviticus Midrash Rabbah 9:9.

XVII Rabbi Jacob P. Rudin, rabbi and scholar (1902–1982).

XVIII Albert H. Friedlander, sermon for the eve of Rosh Hashanah,
17 September 1982.

XIX Martin Buber, Good and Evil:Two Interpretations (1952).

XX Written for this prayer book by Peter Goldsmith.
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Three early manuscripts of the Siddur Amram are extant, and

additional fragments have been discovered in the Cairo Genizah.

But in the course of time changes were introduced into Amram’s

original text, both in the sections comprising the prayers and in

those dealing with the laws. Some scholars even maintain that

Amram sent to Spain only the ‘order’ of the prayers and blessings

together with the relevant laws but not the actual text of the

prayers and blessings, which were added later.

The Machzor Vitry was composed by another close associate of

Rashi, Simchah ben Samuel of Vitry, who died prior to 1105. Like

the Siddur Amram, this machzor covers the halacha and liturgy for

the whole cycle of the year, and adds sections on sabbath, marriage

and ritual slaughter. Several versions exist, some enlarged by later

additions. All these early prayer books were prepared in response

to particular needs of the local communities, and they reflect some

differences in usage. Maintaining the core of tradition while taking

account of contemporary needs is a time-honoured custom in

Jewish history.

notes on prayers

page

1 candle lighting : by Talmudic times, it was taken for

granted that candles be lit to usher in a festival, including the

sabbath. The custom was for the women to ensure that this was

done, initially to ensure that the room was lit ready for the

sabbath meal (Talmud tractate Pesachim 102b). However the

actual blessings were not composed before the Middle Ages

( Joseph Caro, Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim, 514:11).

Through thy great kindness: Psalm 5:8. In some traditions this

verse is included after the first line of Mah Tovu which follows,
but in our tradition it forms an appropriate opening for all
sabbath and festival services.
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Notes on Rosh Hashanah Prayers

history of the prayer book

The first known written compilation of prayers is called Siddur

Amram, named after Amram ben Sheshna, a ninth-century Gaon of

the Babylonian Academy. Another important prayer book, known

as the Machzor Vitry, appeared in Provence in the eleventh century.

Today we call the High Holy Day Prayer Book a Machzor to

distinguish it from a Siddur, the Sabbath and Daily Prayer Book.

It has a particular order just like a siddur. The word siddur derives

from seder, meaning ‘order’, as at Passover; the word machzor

derives from chazor, which means ’a recurrent cycle’. The Machzor

contains prayers, readings and numerous piyyutim, that is, poetic

expressions of prayer, specific to the festival.

Amram’s prayer book contained “the order of prayers and

blessings for the entire year . . . according to the tradition which

we possess, as laid down by the Tannaim and Amoraim.” It origin-

ated in a legal responsum which was sent to the community of

Barcelona. From there it spread throughout Spain and to other

countries. Although his predecessor, Natronai, had written a

responsum to the community of Lucena explaining how the

rabbinic injunction to recite 100 blessings daily should be fulfilled

and had established the sequence of weekday prayers, Amram was

the first to compile a systematic arrangement including prayers for

the whole annual cycle as well as the pertinent laws.

Rashi also compiled a siddur, and all later compilations, like his,

held Amram’s Siddur as a model. Rashi’s grandson, Rabbenu Tam

(twelfth century), declared, “Whoever is not well-versed in Rav

Amram’s Seder and in Halachot Gedolot . . . dare not alter the words

of the early authorities or their customs, for we must rely upon

them wherever they do not contradict our Talmud but [merely]

add to it. Many customs we observe originated with them.”
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special melodies : the melodies for the High Holy Day
blessings Shechecheyanu and Bar’chu, together with those for Mi

chamocha and Tik’u, come from the repertoire known as Missinai
tunes (implying ‘from Sinai’). They originated in south-west
Germany between the 11th and 15th centuries ce. They were
accorded the same degree of sanctity and reverence as if they had
been handed down to Moses. A fascinating parallel to the Bar’chu

tune may be found in the almost identical Christian plainchant
for the Latin text Iste confessor domini colentes attributed to Paul
theDeacon (720–c.799).

3 Baruch: the Shechecheyanu blessing marks the arrival of a new
event, and we thank God for this renewal. This blessing is said
only once for each festival.

Bar’chu (Bless the Lord who is ever to be blessed): These words
are thought to date from Temple times, and are used now, as
then, to call the congregation to prayer. The response shows the
congregation’s readiness to participate in worship. The call and
response introduce the section of the service known as ‘the Shema

and its blessings’. The first written appearance of these words is
inMishnah,Berachot 7:3 (2nd century).On blessings, see note to
page 42.

Who bringest on the evening twilight: Mishnah, Berachot 1:4 and
BabylonianTalmud,Berachot 11b.

4 Ahavat Olam (With everlasting love): also from Mishnah,
Berachot 1:4 andTalmud,Berachot 11b.

4–6 Shema (Hear O Israel): the Shema comprises several biblical
passages: Deuteronomy 6:4, with a non-scriptural response based
on Psalms 72:19 and 82:53 that dates back to Temple times.And

thou shalt love: Deuteronomy 6:5–9; And it shall come to pass:
Deuteronomy 11:13–21;And the Lord spoke unto Moses:Numbers
15:37–41. The rabbis decreed that the Shema should be said
twice a day, morning and evening, as a prayer, following a tradi-
tion of the Pharisees who flourished in the period 150 bce to
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1 Mah Tovu (How goodly are thy tents): this begins with the words

of Balaam’s blessing, from Numbers 24:5, and continues with

verses from Psalm 26:8 and Psalm 95:6 (with a change from

plural to singular) and Psalm 69:14. This traditional prayer was

originally said when entering a synagogue, and the order of the

various verses of which it is composed varies in different rites.

The Reform movement adopted it as an opening prayer for

all services, on sabbaths and festivals.

Psalm 92: traditionally used during sabbath evening prayer in

all rites, Sephardi and Ashkenazi. In Prague it is recited twice

to commemorate the time when Rabbi Loew ben Bezalel was

interrupted in prayer to destroy the Golem before the sabbath

commenced. The Golem he had created had become unruly,

because he had fallen in love, but being unable to speak he

could not express his love. A musical setting of this psalm was

composed by the great German synagogue composer and

choirmaster Louis Lewandowski (1821–1894). We sing only

the last section.

2 Psalm 93: the special relevance of this psalm to the sabbath is

in its opening lines, referring to being clothed in a garment of

strength and majesty. According to tradition we are clothed in

an additional soul on the sabbath. This psalm is read or sung on

sabbath. A musical setting for it by the Anglo-Jewish composer

Charles Kensington Salaman (1814–1901) is based upon a chorus

fromMendelssohn’s Elijah.The Salaman family has contributed

much to the musical life of Westminster Synagogue. Besides

compositions fromCharles, Esther SalamanHamburger (1914–

2005), descendant of another branch of this large and creative

family, sang for many years at ourHighHolyDay services.

3 As the old year departs: specially composed for this prayerbook by

ProfessorDavid Raphael.
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All this is true and trusted: Mishnah, Berachot 1:4; Babylonian
Talmud, Berachot 12a. The three biblical quotations are from
Exodus 15:11 and 18 and Jeremiah 31:11. As the prayer ends
with reference to geulah, it is often called the Redemption prayer.
It concludes the Shema section of the service.

7 V’shamru (And the children of Israel shall keep): Exodus 31:16–
17. This short piece, sung only on the sabbath was composed by
Louis Lewandowski. Utilising the Ashkenazi Adonay Malach

mode, whose scale is similar to the Gregorian Mixolydian mode
(major, with a flattened seventh degree), it is in four sections: the
first and third are majestic, the second and fourth meditative.

Tik’u (Sound the shofar): Psalm 81:4–5. It is sang to a Missinai

tune, see note on special melodies (p. 79).

7–12 the amidah :The Amidah (Standing prayer) or Tefillah begins
on page 7 and continues to page 12. It consists of a number of
blessings. It evolved from about the 2nd century bce and was
revised under the leadership of Rabbi Gamliel who lived around
100 ce, when it had eighteen blessings, though an additional one
was added (see Midrash, Numbers Rabbah 18:21). Medieval
prayer books retained this prayer with variations. The blessings
fall into three categories: the first set of three blessings consists of
praise; the next thirteen, which are only recited during the week,
are petitions; the last three are considered as thanksgiving,
though strictly this is only clear in respect of the penultimate
blessing. On sabbaths, festivals and High Holy Days the first
three and last three blessings are said, but the intermediate
thirteen are replaced by a single blessing.

7 O Lord, open my lips: Psalm 51:1, and referred to in Babylonian
Talmud, Berachot 9b. These words form a preface to the Amidah.
The melody we use evokes a popular musical idiom of modern
Israel.

Blessed art thou: the first paragraph is called Avot (fathers)
for obvious reasons (Mishnah, Rosh Hashanah 4:5, Siddur
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70 ce. See Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, IV, 8–13; Mishnah,
Berachot 1–3 and Tamid 5:1.

The enlargement of the letters ayin of the word shema (hear) and
daled of the word echad (One) in the first line is traditional.
According to Midrash, this is to eliminate any possible mis-
reading of the line, for shema spelt with an aleph rather than
an ayin would mean ‘perhaps’, and echad (One) is not to be
mistaken for acher (other).Together the enlarged letters form the
word ed, witness, indicating that we bear witness to the existence
and unity of God, and take on responsibility for ‘the yoke of
heaven’. The melody we use for the opening lines on Rosh
Hashanah follows two variants of a traditional Ashkenazi High
Holy Day chant.

5 And it shall come to pass: in this paragraph of the Shema and the
next, the words are addressed to the collective body of the people,
and the Hebrew shifts from the singular to a plural form of ‘you’.
This change has been reflected in the English by the use of ‘thou’
and ‘you’ respectively. Elsewhere in this book, ‘thou’ is generally
reserved for God, serving as a reminder of the intimacy of our
relationship with God.

6 Lema’an Tizkru: this chant, sung unaccompanied, forms part
of the traditional German Ashkenazi cantillation of the Bible
according to the melody for shabbat. Cantillation traces its roots
to the 5th century bce, when Ezra initiated an educational
programme for the Jews, recently returned to Jerusalem, who had
been prohibited from chanting the Torah while in exile in
Babylon. As a result of the subsequent Jewish dispersal, since
70 ce, there are many different tunes for the written ‘accents of
biblical recitation’ (ta’amei hammikra) that were established by
the Masoretic scholars in the Holy Land by the 9th century ce.
This kind of chanting, perpetuated within Orthodox practice,
but rejected by Reform Jews in the early 19th century, has
been gradually re-introduced in some Progressive communities
in recent decades.
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called Avodah (worship), and recalls the form of service in the
Temple. It expresses a nostalgic hope, unlikely to be fulfilled, of
returning to the customs of the Temple in Jerusalem. Mishnah,
Yoma 7:1,RoshHashanah 4:5 andTamid 5:1.

Our God and God of our ancestors, reign in thy glory: this section
of the Amidah is Hoda’ah (giving thanks) and was inserted
specifically for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur in the Siddur
Amram. The musical setting we use is by the Russian cantor
Eliezer Gerowitsch (1844–1914).

11 Sanctify us with thy commandments: this prayer refers to past
events by way of requesting future blessing (Babylonian Talmud,
Pesachim 117b). The lively musical setting in the ahava rabba
mode is probably ofHassidic provenance.

O Lord our God, let thy people Israel and And in thine abundant

mercy: Mishnah, Yoma 7:1, Rosh Hashanah 4:5 and Tamid 5:1
influenced the inclusion of these paragraphs in the Siddur

Amram,1:39.

Modim (We gratefully acknowledge): this is the continuation of
the Hoda’ah (giving thanks) and derives from the Talmud
(Mishnah, Berachot 5:2 f, Rosh Hashanah 4:5, and Jerusalem
Talmud, Berachot 1:7). The first part of this is sometimes sung,
and then this paragraph and the next are communally read in
English. The musical setting we use for the opening of this
prayer was composed by the American cantor Alisa Pomerantz-
Boro. A congregational melody begins and ends the piece, while
the middle cantorial section, in free rhythm, oscillates between
an eastern Ashkenazi mode (ahava rabba) and western harmonic
minor.

12 prayers for peace : the overarching theme of the prayers on
this page is Shalom, which includes a sense of wholeness as well
as peace. In Leviticus Midrash Rabbah 9:9, on the theme of
shalom, the rabbis’ discussion teaches that peace, when it comes,
will be the ultimate protector of the good it has brought.
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Amram 1:38). On sabbath: a slightly different version of the
blessing is used, consisting of two paragraphs referring to the
completion of creation and the blessings of the sabbath (Siddur
Amram 2:105).

8 Remember us unto life: a special insertion about remembering us
for good was added for Rosh Hashanah and the Days of
Repentance, from the time of the first prayer book (Siddur
Amram). The musical setting is by the Rev. Hayyim Wasserzug
(1822–1882).

Thou, O Lord, art mighty for ever: this paragraph, known as
Gevurot, comprises the second Amidah blessing and talks about
the manifestation of God’s power (Mishnah, Rosh Hashanah

4:5). Its reference to resurrection is a difficult passage to
understand. There is no reference in the Bible to resurrection,
though post-biblical Jews believed strongly in the ‘world to
come’ and urged every Jew to believe in it (perhaps as a result of
Hellenistic influence).Themusical setting (beginningMechalkel)
is an especially poignant composition by Lewandowski, incor-
pating phrases and cadences of the traditional Ashkenazi selicha
mode.

9 And thou art holy: this section is the Kedusha (sanctification).The
form used here follows the kedusha of the Sabbath and Daily
Prayer Book, modelled on the descriptions of holiness of the
divine presence in Isaiah 6:3, Ezekiel 3:12—passages which also
describe the presence of angels—and Psalm 146:10. There is a
longer alternative traditional form, but theKedusha is said only in
the mornings in Orthodox services. A custom grew up of rising
three times on to one’s toes at the sound of the triple proclam-
ation ofKadosh (holy), as if to join with the heavenly host.

Thou hast chosen us: the particularistic tone and special sense of
responsibility derives from Babylonian Talmud, Yoma 87b and
Tosefta,Berachot 3:14.

10 Our God and God of our ancestors: this section of the Amidah is
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13–15 The prayers on these three pages have their origin in the poetry

of Solomon ibn Gabirol (c.1021–c.1070). His work is often

composed from a patchwork of biblical verses, and has been

called a form of ‘creative exegesis’. Selections from his Royal

Crown entered the liturgy, and from 1904, the English trans-

lation by Israel Zangwill (1864–1926) was widely adopted. The

entire poem was read at dawn on Yom Kippur by some Sephardi

communities.

13 Marvellous are thy works: Psalm 139:14, and a paraphrase or

commentary on I Chronicles 29:11. Ibn Gabirol, Royal

Crown,1.

Thou art the one living God: based on Proverbs 10:11, 13:14,

14:27 and Psalm 36:10. IbnGabirol,Royal Crown,2.

Who can proclaim thy mighty acts?: this paragraph gathers the

opening lines of twelve different stanzas of the Royal Crown,

each one a question (stanzas 10,11,12,13,17,18,19,22,23,25,

27 and 31).The first question has its origin in Psalm 106:2, and

the series as a whole expands the theme of God’s greatness. Cf.

Psalms 44,92 and 103–107,Deuteronomy 32 and Job 38.

14 O my God, I stand before thee in shame and confusion: Ibn Gabirol,

Royal Crown, 33. Cf. Daniel 9:8; and 9:3–11 (Daniel’s confes-

sion). A clod, a worm: cf. Job 17:14; 25:6; Psalm 22:6. Talmud,

Berachot 24b acknowledges such concerns: ‘Well dost Thou

know our shame and confusion, and that our latter end is worms

and maggots!’Dust of the ground: Genesis 2:7; A fleeting shadow:

Psalm 102:11,109:23;144:4; Job 14:2 and Ecclesiastes 6:12 ‘For

who knows what is good for man in this life, all the days of his

vain life which he spends like a shadow?’ What my strength: Job

6:11. What am I?: these phrases recur in our sabbath morning

prayers, but were originally taken from the Neilah service of

the Day of Atonement, during times of persecution. See also

Daniel 9:18.
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Through peace, God, as Master of the Universe, will make
certain that the world is kept in check even when the Messiah
arrives: “The Rabbis said, Great is peace, seeing that when the
Messianic king is to come, he will commence with peace, as it is
said, ‘How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the
messenger of good tidings, that announce peace.’ (Isaiah 52:7)”

12 Sim shalom (Grant peace): the inspiration for this song or prayer
can be found in the priestly benediction, Numbers 6:24–26.
It has been set to melody many times. The version we use is by
Max Janowski (1912–1991) of Chicago. Published in 1968, this
is one of his most celebrated choral works. It is in rondo form,
with the main congregational melody (in the Dorian mode)
recurring several times, interspersed with passages in free rhythm
for solo cantor,with several traditional Ashkenazi motifs in rapid
succession.

Lechayyim le-farnassah (May we and all thy people Israel): this
addition to the Sabbath version of Sim shalom is used on festivals
andHighHolyDays (Siddur Amram II,105).

My God, guard my tongue from evil: traditionally read in silence,
these words are as if a private prayer for each individual.They are
based on a meditation of the Babylonian Rabbi Mar the son of
Ravina (c.400 ce), cited in BabylonianTalmud,Berachot 17a.

May the words: the last sentence of this silent prayer is read aloud,
using words from Psalm 19:14, and repeated in song (Siddur

Amram, I:43; BabylonianTalmud,Berachot 4b and 17a).

A second song,Ose shalom (He who makes peace) from Job 25:2,
which is also used at the conclusion of the Kaddish (see note to
page 19 below), forms a traditional refrain to the conclusion of
the section. For readings that reflect the importance of shalom,
see above (prayers for peace) and Readings for Reflection,
pages 69–70.The melody was composed by Nurit Hirsh (b.Tel-
Aviv, 1942) for the First Festival of Hassidic Music in Israel in
1969.
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organist for many years, and is preserved as one of our own
much-loved traditions.

18 It is our duty to praise: known as the Aleinu (from its first
word) this prayer echoes many biblical passages, and explicitly
Deuteronomy 4:39, and in the second paragraph, Exodus 15:18
and Zechariah 14:9. It is attributed by some to Rav, a 3rd century
Babylonian Amora, who is also considered to be the composer of
the liturgy that accompanies the blowing of the shofar, although
some scholars have thought Rav was not responsible for all its
elements (Avodah Zarah 1:2, Leviticus Rabbah 29:1), and some
that it dates back to the Temple. In the 14th century the Aleinu
prayer became the concluding prayer for all services. Several
variations were adopted over time, and the Reform and Liberal
movements have left out a section of the original wording, which
says “he has notmade us like the nations of other lands. . . .”.

The first paragraph of the Aleinu celebrates the unity of God and
of the whole creation, rejecting pagan practices. The second
paragraph (We therefore hope in thee . . .) expresses the hope that
the entire human race will recognise the sovereignty of the one
and onlyGod.

This prayer was subject to severe censorship, particularly in the
Middle Ages, and it therefore acquired among Jews the status of
a martyr’s song. Traditionally this was the only prayer where a
Jew would kneel or prostrate himself: it was an ancient custom to
do so on Yom Kippur at the line ‘unto Thee every knee shall
bend’. This was in contrast to the refusal of Jews to prostrate
before earthly rulers. See the reading from Franz Rozenzweig on
page 63.Themusical setting of the last line is byWasserzug.

19 kaddish : Magnified and Sanctified: this prayer is always
referred to as Kaddish, which means ‘sanctification’. It is mainly
in Aramaic, and has often been regarded as providing full
justification for Jews to pray in their own vernacular. It was
composed at a time when Jews were slowly but surely forgetting
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14 I know, O my God, that my sins are too many: Ibn Gabirol, Royal
Crown,34.Cf.Daniel’s confession esp.Daniel 9:5–6 and 10– 11;
May still . . . like the sea: Psalm 65:7; I have sinned . . . and it profited
me not: Job 33:27. A midrash in Talmud, Yoma 36b enquires how
Israel’s continued sins relate to Exodus 34:7, ‘Forgiving iniquity
and transgression and sin.’

May it be thy will: from Ibn Gabirol, Royal Crown, 37 and 39;
Psalms 102:24,61:4 and 39:1.

15 And to thee: the final section of the Royal Crown, 50, but con-
cluding with the end of the Aleinu rather than Gabirol’s chosen
ending of Psalm 19:14 (May the words of my mouth, as on pages
12 and 40).

15–17 Eloheinu Shebashamayim (Our God who art in heaven): this
compilation appears in the Selichot collections of Sephardi con-
gregations of Aragon, Livorno and Tunis for use during the
month of Elul and was sometimes recited in the Yom Kippur
Mussaf service. The first line introduces the mood of the prayer,
and with the words Shema koleinu (Hear our voice), refers back to
the Amidah. As a prayer it is deeply personal, but also has special
appeal for the welfare of the community.After the opening verse,
those that follow are drawn from biblical verses, following an
alphabetic pattern. In some versions there are as many as 48 or
50 verses, with several letters of the alphabet receiving multiple
repetitions (with different biblical verses).We too preserve some
repetitions, but a few letters are no longer represented (aleph,
vav, lamed,nun) as the verses they introduced deal with crushing,
destroying and avenging. Such requests were deemed to be at
variance with the beliefs of Reform Judaism.

The prayer also appears in the West London Synagogue’s
volumes of High Holy Day music for both Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur, in an arrangement by Edward Hart, but with a
different melody from our version. A melody of great beauty was
introduced to Westminster Synagogue by Harold Lester,
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Mishnah Torah, as commentary to Sanhedrin 10:1. One of the

musical settings we use (used on the High Holy Days since

2006) was composed by Roger Stone (1939–2008) during his

schooldays some fifty years earlier, with the encouragement of

Philip Polack, his housemaster at Clifton College. Roger was a

member of Westminster Synagogue and a warden for many

years.The melody in this strophic setting is in the minor key, and

moves mainly by step, but with some large leaps before the final

repetition of the first phrase creates its poignant contrast.

23–55 morning service

23 Va’ani b’rov chasdecha (Through thy great kindness) and Mah

Tovu (How goodly are thy tents): see note to page 1.

My God, the soul which thou hast given me: this traditional morn-

ing prayer, spoken by each individual, stresses the purity of the

human soul made in the divine image and its immortality.

May it be thy will: traditional prayer for the welfare of the com-

munity as a whole.

24 We beseech thee: this traditional prayer is for knowledge of Torah

for all of the people, not just a religious elite, and it is to be a

pleasant duty, not a burdensome one.

And the Lord spoke unto Moses: the priestly blessing, Numbers

6:22–27.

The Lord is God: in I Kings 18, the people fell on their faces and

blessed God with these words, after Elijah’s contest with the

prophets of Baal. Here they are read and sung twice.The setting

is by Charles Salaman. At the end of the Yom Kippur service

they are repeated seven times.

The Lord reigns: a liturgical response used since Rabbinic times

with its roots in Psalms 10:16,93:1 and Exodus 15:18. It became

in this form a foundational statement of faith and a solemn

declaration.Themusical setting is by Charles Verrinder.
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Hebrew—and even Aramaic was no longer the vernacular.

It is first mentioned in Soferim, a minor Talmudic tractate of

uncertain date, and the text is given in Siddur Amram. It is

thought that it originated as a prayer to be recited at the

conclusion of study in the Talmudic study houses rather than in

synagogues. It later became a mourner’s prayer, on the basis that

one praises God both in joy and in sorrow: ‘The Lord gave and

the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.’

( Job 1:21).

There are several other versions of the Kaddish, such as for

orphans, or for the end of study, or the Kaddish d’Rabbanan to

honour rabbis as teachers and also their students. In some

synagogues, it is customary on the High Holy Days to repeat the

word l’eilla (above), to indicate the special power of prayer at this

time to ascend to the divine presence, which is above and beyond

all blessings. The final sentence (He who makes peace. . .) comes

from Job 25:2 and is in Hebrew, not Aramaic. It is also used as

the conclusion of theAmidah (see note to page 12 above).

20 Kiddush: traditional. Addition on sabbath: Genesis 2:1–3, which

is sung to a setting by Lewandowski, based on typical motifs of

themagen avotmode.

21 Cause us, O our Father: one of the most beautiful and moving

prayers, this is composed from several Talmudic sources

(Mishnah, Berachot 1:4; Babylonian Talmud, Berachot 4b). We

use a modified form, as in our Daily and Sabbath Prayer Book,

omitting reference to forces of evil, and concluding with a

blessing for protection. The cantorial recitative, which uses

several traditional modes,was composed by Lewandowski.

21–22 Yigdal (Extolled and Praised): this piyyut (devotional poem) is

attributed to Daniel ben Judah (14th century, Rome). It is a

summary of the Thirteen Principles of Faith expounded by

Maimonides (12th century, Cordova and Fustat, Egypt) in his
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the Gaonic period. A later legend in medieval France and
Germany attributed authorship to the Apostle Peter but Rashi
and others vigorously repudiated this idea. Orthodox synagogues
use a slightly longer version, ending with a passage based
on Isaiah 57:15, again as a kind of doxology. The biblical pas-
sage embedded in the text is from Psalm 35:10 (All my bones
shall say…).

31 Praised for ever (Yishtabach): a traditional concluding benedic-
tion for the preceding psalms and songs.

Blessed be the Lord who is ever blessed: the traditional call to prayer,
and its response, indicate a transition from psalms and songs to
the Shema and its blessings.

Blessed art Thou: this first blessing, also part of the daily and
sabbath services, is for the creation and reminds us that God
creates both light and darkness. This may have originally been a
response to the challenge of ancient Persian dualistic ideas that
gave darkness and evil an origin and identity separate from God.
Cf. Isaiah 45:7.

32 All creation shall give thanks: the continuation of the above
blessing, but now is read in silence.There is none holy like the Lord:
I Samuel 2:2. How great are thy works: Psalm 104:24.

With everlasting love: the second blessing of the Shema is here
slightly longer than the version used in our normal daily and
sabbath services. It consists of three paragraphs, and includes
gratitude for Torah and traditional passages on redemption and
Messianic hope (quoting Isaiah 11:12). It both begins and ends
(in Hebrew) with the word ahavah (love).

33 Praise be to God: sabbath praise, quoting Psalm 92:1.

34–36 Shema: see notes to pages 4–6.

36 Thou hast been the help: a prayer of thanksgiving for redemption,
past, present and future, which concludes the section of the
Shema and its blessings.
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25 Psalm 103: this psalm, traditional for the High Holy Days,

celebrates the human soul, the divine realm, and divine forgive-

ness. It also contains the passage used in memorial prayers,

‘As for man, his days are as grass. . .’ The musical setting is by

Charles Salaman.

26 Psalm 92: see last notes to page 1.

27 Blessed be he who spoke: this collection of blessings expresses

adoration and enumerates many attributes of God’s activities and

nature. It dates from the 9th century, and was brought into the

congregational morning service by Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg

(1230–1293).

28 Blessed be the Lord: these three benedictions form a doxology

marking the end of the adoration. The term doxology, usually

more familiar in a Christian context, had its origins in Jewish

worship, and refers to a short hymn of praise terminating a

section. They are taken from the end of Psalms 89, 135 and 72,

where they are the concluding responses of those psalms.

29 And David blessed the Lord: I Chronicles 29:10–13; Nehemiah

9:5–6.

Nishmat kol chai (The breath of every living being): the first

paragraph of this prayer probably dates from Temple times, and

the continuation, in the paragraphs below, was known to the

Talmudic rabbis. Its poetry and beauty ensured its place in all

forms of Jewish liturgy, for sabbath, festivals and High Holy

Days. The melody we use was composed by Joseph Sussman,

choirmaster at the North Western Reform Synagogue (Alyth

Gardens) from the 1950s until 1971. The opening phrases of

this soaring melody in the minor key return again at the end of

this short piece.

30 If our mouths were full of song: continuation of Nishmat, above.

This section was attributed to R. Simeon ben Shatach of the

Maccabean dynasty (c.70 bce), but the last part may date from
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42 Father of Mercies: traditional petition and declaration of trust
before the opening of the Ark. The melody is a traditional
Ashkenazi chant for RoshHashanah.

It came to pass: Numbers 10:35–36. This was the prayer of the
children of Israel in the wilderness whenever the Ark went
forward to guide them in their wanderings. It represented the
divine presence leading them against their enemies. For from

Zion: Isaiah 2:3.Musical setting by Lewandowski.

Blessed be he: traditional blessing, also sung to the setting by
Lewandowski, followed by a recitation already laid out in the
minor Talmudic Tractate Soferim (ch. 14) for the taking of the
scrolls from the Ark: this consists of the first line of the Shema

(see note to page 4), followed by a formula expressing the unity,
greatness and holiness of God These are sung to a traditional
Ashkenazi new year chant, or to a setting by Lewandowski, and
are followed by the proclamation from Psalm 34:4 (Proclaim

with me . . . ).

Thine, O Lord, is the greatness: I Chronicles 29:11. The musical
setting used for many years is by Edward Hart; an alternative
HighHolyDay setting is by Lewandowski

Exalt the Lord: Psalm 99:5 and 9. These proclamations
emphasise the greatness of God as ruler and his unique holiness.
TheTorah procession symbolises the relationship betweenTorah
and the community. It is brought to the people; it presents an
opportunity to pay respect to the teachings contained in it. Like
the Ark of the Covenant, it also represents the divine presence
among us.

43 There is none holy as the Lord: this traditional prayer, apart from
the last phrase, is composed almost wholly of biblical quotations:
I Samuel 2:2 (Hannah’s prayer); Psalm 18:31; Deuteronomy
33:4; Proverbs 3:17–18; Psalm 119:165; Psalm 29:11; Deuter-
onomy 32:3 and Psalm 68:35.The last phrase (and give honour to

the Torah) is not biblical, but, like the rest of this prayer, dates
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36–40 amidah : O Lord, open my lips: the Amidah (standing prayer)
begins here and runs to the end of page 40.Notes on each section
are as for the evening service (see notes to pages 7–12.)

41 Avinu Malkenu: this powerful penitential litany is traditionally
attributed to Rabbi Akiva. A story in the Talmud (Ta’anit 25b)
describes him praying for rain during a drought, using the words
of the first and last verses which may already have been an
established formula. Amram’s Siddur had 25 verses,German and
Polish rites addedmore.We preserve 20 verses.Traditionally this
prayer is recited throughout the Ten Days of Penitence in the
morning and afternoon services.

The vast majority of this text was set to music by the Anglo-
Jewish composer Edward Hart and published over a century ago
in one of six volumes entitled The Music Used in the West London

Synagogue of British Jews, compiled by Charles Kensington
Salaman (1892). The organ accompaniment was written by
Charles Garland Verrinder, first organist and choirmaster of the
West London Synagogue from 1859 until his death in 1904.He
was also the composer of the setting we use for Psalm 121 (Esa

enai), andAnei Ani at YomKippur.

The structure of Avinu Malkenu comprises verses for solo singer
(partly in free rhythm) in the minor key, alternating with
rhythmical choruses for congregational participation in the
relative major key. The last verse (Avinu malkenu chonnenu

va’anenu) is set to a highly contrasted melody, in lilting rhythm,
based upon the Jewish ahava rabba cantorial mode (akin to
freigish in the Klezmer tradition). The tune has a modern Israeli
character, but is likely to be of eastern Ashkenazi origin.

42–50 torah service : taking the Torah from the Ark and return-
ing it has formed the dramatic centre of the sabbath and
festival services, in Progressive and Reform just as in traditional
services.The form of theTorah service is discussed in the tractate
Soferim,14.
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46 Second Torah reading: Deuteronomy 29: 9–14, continuing the

theme of God’s covenant with Israel, not only at that time, but

including all generations to come. As in the Shema, the shift from

‘you’ (plural) to ‘thou’ (singular) is not accidental but follows the

Hebrew. It is interpreted as emphasizing the part to be played by

each individual.

Blessing after reading the Torah: traditional version attributed to R.

Hamnuna (see note to page 43 on blessings).

Blessings before reading the Haftarah: traditional.

47–48 Haftarah reading: Isaiah 55:1–13. Traditionally the Haftarah

passage relates to the reading from the Torah: originally it may

have been a substitute for the Torah reading at a time when

Torah reading was prohibited, or at least when greater emphasis

needed to be placed on the Prophets.

Long before the destruction of the Temple it had become the

rule that the reading of the Torah was followed by an appropriate

reading from the Prophets. The word haftarah means ‘dismissal’,

which indicates that at one time the service closed with the

reading. In this reading from Isaiah, from the time of the exile in

Babylon, the exiled community is being given the hope of a

return to Israel; what is being offered is essential to life—water

and bread—just as the Torah and the covenant with God are

essential to Israel. Themes of repentance, return and divine

mercy are all present. Other passages used traditionally include I

Samuel 1:1–20 and Jeremiah 31:2–20.

48 Blessings after the Haftarah: the first and the last of the four

traditional beneditions, derived from Soferim.

Faithful art thou: this repetition of the theme was originally

spoken as a response by the congregation to the affirmation of

the reader.

49 Almighty God: a prayer for the Royal Family. The concept of

praying for the government was found in the Prophets ( Jeremiah
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back to Rav Amram Gaon.The middle section, Etz chayim hi (‘It
is a tree of life’, Proverbs 3:17–18), is sung to a setting composed
by the Ukrainian cantor Nisson Blumenthal (1805–1903).

43 elevation of the scroll : This is the Torah: phrases drawn
from Deuteronomy 4:44; 33:4; 2 Samuel 22:31 and Psalm 18:30

are sung either to the normal Sabbath melody, or to a High
Festival alternative. The Torah contains the most sacred
teachings, and the scroll stands for us like the Ark of the
Covenant for the Israelites.

blessing before reading the torah : Blessings are
comprehensively discussed in Talmud tractates Berachot and
Soferim, and were in use from earliest times. The concept of
blessing is first mentioned in II Chronicles 20:26. The root of
the word, b–r–ch, originally meant to bend one’s knee, but the
word developed to mean praying for someone’s welfare, invoking
divine blessings, and praising God.

Blessed art thou: traditional, found in several versions (Mishnah,
Berachot 7:4, Megillah 4:1, Babylonian Talmud, Berachot 11b).
This version is attributed to the Babylonian Amora, Rabbi
Hamnuna, living in 3rd–4th century ce, who became head of the
Academy of Sura, and who put the study of Torah above other
good deeds.

44–45 First Torah reading: Genesis 22:1–19. Traditionally the Akedah

(the binding of Isaac) is read on the second day of Rosh Hashanah,
with a passage from Genesis 21, Leviticus 23:23–25 or Numbers
29:1–6 being read on the first day. At Westminster Synagogue, as
at some other Progressive synagogues, it has been our custom to
celebrate one day only, and the importance of the Akedah makes it
the passage of natural choice. It is seen by the Rabbis as the last
test of Abraham’s trust in God and a reminder of the covenant
with Israel. Few chapters of the Bible have had a more potent and
far-reaching influence than the Akedah. For further commentary,
see Hertz, Soncino Chumash, pp. 74–75 and 201.
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Traditionally, when the shofar is blown, each series is blown three
times with tekiah: a long stretched-out sound; shevarim: three
broken notes; teruah: nine staccato notes. At Rosh Hashanah, it is
a call to repentance, see pages 63–65 and 67–68.

Happy are the people: Psalm 89:15–18. Musical setting by Edward
Hart.

This is the Day of Memorial: Numbers 29:1. Charles Salaman
adapted a recitative and chorus from Mendelssohn’s Elijah for
this setting.

52 In a cloud of glory: From the time of the earlier Tanaim (70–200

ce), the part of the service following the Torah reading is
traditionally the Mussaf service, replacing the additional offer-
ings made on festival days. On Rosh Hashanah this service is
especially elaborate, and became lengthy. This prayer is the first
part of one of three read traditionally, and is known as Shofarot.
The biblical quotations are from Exodus 19:16, 19:19, 20:15,
Psalm 47:5 and 98:6, all connected with the shofar.

The last sounding of the shofar ends with a prolonged note,
tekiah gedolah, in memory of Isaiah 27: ‘And it shall come to pass
in that day that the great shofar (shofar gadol) shall be blown’ that
is, the shofar of the Messiah.

53 On this day, strengthen us: these verses taken from a medieval
piyyut confirm all that has gone before. The author of the piyyut

is unknown but its first confirmed appearance in the liturgy is
in the Machzor of Sabionetta (Italian Ashkenazi, 1557). It is
acrostic in form (look for the second letter of each second word).
Our version follows both Sephardi and Ashkenazi custom in
taking just the first four verses and a selection from the end
of the full poem. The responsive version with Amens follows
Ashkenazi custom. Sephardi communities read alternate verses
responsively.

The melody we use is a variant of a lively composition in the
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29:7 and Ezra 6:10); a surviving example of such prayers has

been traced back to the 11th century, using a formula not unlike

that used today.

49 Merciful Father: it is traditional for extra prayers to follow before

the Torah is returned to the Ark. These include prayers for the

congregation and for the sick.

O God, may it please thee: see previous note.

50 May he who blessed: Reform and Progressive congregations add

the names of the matriarchs to those traditionally known as the

patriarchs. There has been recent discussion in Reform and

Progressive circles about the order in which the names should be

recited. At Westminster Synagogue, we follow Biblical precedent

(Exodus 3:15) and recite the men’s names first.

Almighty God: This prayer is an extension of the prayer for the

government, developed since the founding of the State of Israel.

The shofar is sounded before the Torah is returned to the Ark. In

some communities where Rosh Hashanah is observed for two

days the shofar is not blown on the sabbath.

50–53 shofar service : And in the seventh month: Numbers 29:1; the

blessing for sounding the shofar is traditional and is an obliga-

tion mentioned in the Babylonian Talmud (Pesachim 7b). The

Mishnah (c.200 ce) says the shofar was blown in ancient times

during the morning service but the Jerusalem Talmud, c.425 ce,

says it was postponed to the additional service when the Romans

mistook it as a signal to revolt and massacred an entire Jewish

community. Later it became customary to blow the shofar a

second time in the additional service, as well as after the Torah

readings.

51 Blessed art thou: the shechecheyanu blessing is for special occasions

on their first occurrence. It is said this time specifically for the

sounding of the shofar, and is sung to a traditional High Festival

Missinai tune (see note on special melodies , page 79).
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punishment for refusing to abandon his faith. Three days after
his death, Amnon appeared in a dream to Rabbi Kalonymous
ben Meshullam and taught him the words of his prayer, asking
that it be inserted in the High Holy Day liturgy for every Jewish
community, and for all time.

This story is related in the 13th-century Or Zarua, but comes
from an earlier chronicle. It reflects the harsh realities of Jewish
life in Germany during the medieval era. However, the prayer
was already extant in Israel and in Italy many centuries before
this, and it is considered bymany to be the high point of theNew
Year liturgy. It certainly reflects themes common to Talmud,
Midrash, andmany Jewish ethical writings.

The prayer portrays God engaged in judgment as a shepherd
reviewing his sheep, and determining each individual’s fate for
the coming year. But it should not be taken as fatalistic.
Although the prayer reminds us that our destiny does not lie
entirely in our own hands, and although we cannot know what
awaits us in the future, it emphasises that our attitude determines
the decision. Repentance, sincere prayer and acts of kindness can
change us, and by changing us can change how we face the
coming year.

Lewandowski composed two settings for this text, one for
unaccompanied cantor and congregation (in Kol Rinnah

U’t’fillah, 1871) and one for cantor, choir and organ (in Todah

W’simrah, 1876–82). Though in some ways very different from
each other, they both incorporate much of the same musical
material. At Westminster Synagogue, it is the latter version we
use, extracts of which are interspersed with extended spoken text.
The music for the opening two sentences comprises a majestic,
march-like melody in the minor key, suitable for congregational
participation.K’vakkarat is, by contrast,meditative and cantorial,
beginning in the Adonay Malach mode and moving towards the
S’licha mode, with subtle allusions to motifs found in the Kol

Nidre tune. An abbreviated version of the Un’tannneh melody
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major key by the celebrated Viennese cantor Salomon Sulzer
(1804–1890). There is also a beautiful version by Lewandowski
in the minor key that is worth exploring. It comprises a sequence
of solo passages, some passionate and intense, other meditative
and calm, each one concluding with a congregational response.

53 On sabbath: I Kings 8:56, from Solomon’s prayer of dedication of
theTemple,with special reference to sabbath rest.

The Lord shall reign: Psalm 146:10.

54 Psalm 29: this is a traditional processional psalm for the return of
the scrolls to the Ark. It recalls the thunder and lightning that
took place at Mount Sinai when the Torah was given to Moses.
It ends with a vision of God enthroned, resuming the theme of
the proclamations when the scrolls were taken out of the Ark
(see note to page 42). The musical setting is by the English
composer IsraelMombach (1813–1880).

Return, O Lord: this expression of hope and renewal ends with
the penultimate verse of the book of Lamentations (5:21). The
melody is from the continuation of the setting of Etz chayim by
Blumenthal (see note to page 43).

55 Ein keiloheinu (There is none like our God): a traditional piyyut

from theGaonic age (7th–11th centuries), sung on every sabbath
as well as festivals and the NewYear.The initial letters of the first
three pairs of verses spell out the word ‘Amen’, and the last verses
begin with baruch and attah (blessed art thou). Such word
patterns were considered especially appropriate for the end of a
section of the service.

56–60 additional service—mussaf

56 Unetaneh Tokef: this piyyut (prayer-poem) was traditionally
recited as an introduction to the Kedushah, the prayer sancti-
fying God’s name. It has a poignant history: Rabbi Amnon of
Mainz (c. 970) is said to have recited it with his dying breath
during the New Year service after sustaining horrific injuries as
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page of page
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Transliterations
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returns at the very end, set this time to the sentence beginning
U’t’shuvah.

57 Most merciful and gracious God: the words ‘merciful and gracious’
call tomind the thirteen attributes of God (fromExodus 34:6–7)
which are repeated several times during theYomKippur services.
Those attributes here are matched to expressions of penitence.
After the introductory line, this prayer is a complete alphabetic
acrostic, a popular form in Hebrew verse, and especially used to
indicate that a subject has been covered completely—from A to
Z, as it were. The melody for the refrain Chatanu l’fanecha was
composed by EdwardHart.

58 Aleinu (It is our duty): see note to page 18.

59 Kaddish: see note to page 19.

60 Adon Olam: of anonymous composition, from 10th–11th century
(attributed by some to Solomon Ibn Gabirol). It has metrical
rhythm and rhyming verses, and was adopted by all branches of
Jewish tradition by the 16th century.The last verses echo parts of
Psalm 23, offering comfort, especially when set against the grand
but austere vision of the first verses.

61 This special Kiddush for Rosh Hashanah morning includes
blessings for the shofar just heard, and for the traditional apples
dipped in honey and honey cake. The last blessing, for bread,
would cover these other foods, if challah is used.

Two sections of this liturgical text may be sung:

V’shamru (And the children of Israel shall keep): See note to
page 7.

Tik’u (Sound the shofar): see note on page 7 and special

melodies (p.79).



00 readings for reflection103 transliterations

Mah tovu pages 1 and 23

�Mah tovu ohalechaYa’akov,mishk’notechaYisra’el.

Adonai ahavti m’on beitecha, um’kommishkan k’vodecha.

Va’ani eshtachaveh v’echra’ah, evr’chah lifnei Adonai osi.

Va’ani t’fillati l’cha Adonai eit ratson.

Elohim b’rov chasdecha, aneini be’emet yish’echa.

Psalm 92 (last section) pages 2 and 27

�Tsaddik katamar yifrach, k’erez bal’vanon yisgeh.

Sh’tulim b’veit Adonai, b’chatsrot eloheinu yafrichu.

Od y’nuvun b’seivah, d’sheinim v’ra’anannim yihyu.

L’haggid ki yashar Adonai, tsuri v’lo avlatah bo.

Psalm 93 page 2

� Adonai malach gei’ut laveish, laveish Adonai, oz hit’azzar af

tikkon teiveil bal timmot. Nachon kisacha mei’az, mei’olam attah.

Nas’u n’harot Adonai, nas’u n’harot kolam, yis’u n’harot dochyam.

Mikkolot mayim rabbim addirim mishb’rei yam, addir bamarom

Adonai. Eidotecha ne’emnu m’od, l’veit’cha na’avah kodesh,

Adonai l’orech yamim.

Shehecheyanu pages 3 and 51

� Baruch attah Adonai eloheinu melech ha-olam, shehecheyanu,

v’kiy’manu, v’higgi’anu la-z’man ha-zeh.

Ahavat olam page 4

� Ahavat olam beit yisra’el amm’cha ahavta, torah umitsvot

chukkim umishpatim otanu limmadta. Al kein Adonai eloheinu,

b’shochbeinu uv’kumeinu nasi’ach b’chukkeicha, v’nismach

v’na’aloz b’divrei toratecha umitsvoteicha v’chukkoteicha l’olam

va’ed. Ki heim chayeinu v’orech yameinu, uvahem nehgeh yomam
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� Zochreinu l’chayyim, eil melech chafets ba-chayyim, l’ma’an

rachamecha elohim chayyim. Melech ozeir u’moshi’a umagein.

Baruch attahAdonai magein Avraham.

Attah gibbor l’olamAdonai,mechayyeihmeitim attah rav l’hoshiah.

� M’chalkeil chayyim b’chesed, m’chayyeih meitim b’rachamim

rabbim, someich noflim, v’rofeih cholim, umattir asurim, um

’kayyeim emunato lisheinei afar. Mi chamocha ba’al g’vurot, umi

domeh lach,melech meimit um’chayyeh, u’matsmi’ach y’shu’ah.Mi

chamocha av harachamim, zocheir y’tsurav l’chayyim b’rachamim.

V’ne’eman attah l’hachayot meitim. Baruch attah Adonai, m’chay-

yeih ha-meitim.

Kadd’sheinu pages 11 and 39

� Kadd’sheinu b’mitsvotecha, v’tein chelkeinu b’toratecha, sab’einu

mittuvecha, vsamcheinu bishuatecha, v’taheir libeinu l’ovd’cha

b’emet.

Modim pages 11 and 39

� Modim anachnu lach, she’attah hu Adonai eloheinu veilohei

avoteinu l’olam va’ed.

SimShalom pages 12 and 40

� � Sim shalom tovah uv’rachah chayim chein vachesed, ts’dakah

v’rachamim aleinu, v’al kol yisrael amecha, uvar’cheinu avinu

kullanu yachad b’or panecha, ki v’or panecha natata lanu Adonai

eloheinu torah v’chayim, ahavah vachesed, ts’dakah v’rachamim,

b’rachah v’shalom, v’tov b’einecha l’vareich et amm’cha yisra’el b’rov

oz uv’shalom.

Lechayim lefarnasah tovah liyshua u’lenechemah nizacher lefanecha.

anachnu v’chol amm’cha yisra’el, l’chayim tovim ul’shalom. Baruch

attahAdonai, ham’vareich et ammo yisra’el bashalom.
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valailah, v’ahavat’cha al tasir mimmennu l’olamim. Baruch attah

Adonai, oheiv et ammo yisra’el.

Sh’ma (first section) pages 4 and 34

� Sh’ma yisra’el,Adonai eloheinuAdonai echad

�Baruch sheim k’vodmalchuto l’olam va’ed.

V’ahavta et Adonai elohecha, b’chol l’vav’cha, uv’chol nafsh

’cha uv’chol m’odecha. V’hayu had’varim haeilleh asher anochi

m’tsav’cha hayom al l’vavecha. V’shinnantam l’vanecha, v’dibbarta

bam, b’shivt’cha b’veitecha, uv’lecht’cha vaderech uv’shochb

’cha uv’kumecha. Uk’shartam l’ot al yadecha, v’hayu l’totafot bein

einecha. Uch’tavtam al m’zuzot beitecha uvisharecha.

V’shamru pages 7 and 61

� V’sham’ru v’nei yisra’el et hashabbat, la’asot et hashabbat

l’dorotam b’rit olam. Beini uvein b’nei yisra’el ot hi l’olam, ki

sheishet yamim asah Adonai et hashamayim v’et haarets, uvayom

hash’vi’i shavat vayinnafash.

Tik’u pages 7 and 61

�Tik’u vachodesh shofar, bakeseh l’yom chageinu.Ki chok l’yisra’eil

hu,mishpat lei’lohei Ya’akov.

amidah (weekday version) pages 7 and 36

�Adonai s’fatai tiftach ufi yaggid t’hillatecha.

Baruch attah Adonai eloheinu veilohei avoteinu, elohei Avraham,

elohei Yitschak, veilohei Ya’akov, ha’eil hagadol, ha-gibbor v’ha-

nora, eil elyon, gomeil chasadim tovim, koneih ha-kol. V’zocheir

chasdei avot u’meivi go’eil livnei v’neihem l’ma’an sh’mo b’ahavah.
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Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, r’eh va’oni am’cha yisra’eil.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, r’fa cholei am’cha yisra’eil.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, sh’ei el shav’ateinu.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, shit shalom beineinu.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, shit shalvah b’moshvoteinu.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, tein shalom ba’aretz.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, tein sava b’olameicha.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, tein tal u’matar liv’racha b’itto ba’aretz.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, tein zera la’zorei’a v’lechem la’ocheil.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, tein lechem l’fi ha’taf.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, tikkon t’filateinu cha’k’toret

she’ha’y’tah l’faneicha.

Aleinu pages 18 and 58

Aleinu l’shabei’ach la’adon hakol, lateit g’dullah l’yotseir b’reishit,
shehu noteh shamayim v’yoseid arets, umoshav y’karo bashamayim
mimma’al ush’chinat uzzo b’govhei m’romim. Hu eloheinu, v’ein od,
emet malkeinu, efes zulato, kakatuv b’torah: V’yadata hayyom
vahasheivota el l’vavecha, ki Adonai hu ha’elohim bashamayim
mimma’al v’al ha’arets mittachat ein od.

Al kein n’kavveh l’cha Adonai eloheinu lir’ot m’heirah b’tif ’eret

uzzecha, l’ha’avir gilulim min ha’arets, v’haelilim karot yikareitun,

l’takkein olam b’malchut shaddai, v’chol b’nei vasar yikr’u

vishmecha, l’hafnot eilecha kol rishei arets. Yakiru v’yeid’u kol

yosh’vei teiveil, ki l’cha tichra kol berech tishava kol lashon.

L’fanecha Adonai eloheinu, yichr’u v’yippolu, v’lichvod shimcha

y’kar yitteinu, vikabb’lu chullam et ol malchutecha, v’timloch

aleihem m’heirah l’olam va’ed, ki hamalchut shel’cha hi, ul’ol’mei ad

timloch b’chavod, kakatuv b’toratecha: Adonai yimloch l’olam va’ed.

V’ne’emar: v’hayah Adonai l’melech al kol haarets, � bayom hahu

yihyeh Adonai echad ush’mo echad.
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Oseh Shalom pages 12 and 40

Oseh shalom bimromav hu ya’aseh shalom aleinu v’al kol yisra’el,

(repeated), v’imru Amen

Eloheinu Shebashamayim page 15

� � Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, sh’ma koleinu v’kabeil

t’filateinu b’ratzon.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, b’rit’cha z’chor v’al tishkacheinu.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, bareich et lachmeinu v’et meimeinu.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, galeh ch’vod malchut’cha

aleinu m’heirah.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, d’rashnucha, himmatzei lanu.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, hei’ateir lanu ha’yom uv’chol

yom bitfilateinu.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, nikra, v’attah ta’aneinu.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, zochreinu b’zichron tov mil’faneicha.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, chamol aleinu v’al olaleinu v’tapeinu.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, ta’hareinu mei’avoneinu.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, yehemu na rachameicha aleinu.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, zoch’reinu l’chayim tovim.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, kalah al ta’as immanu.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, male mish’a lot libeinu l’tovah.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, s’moch et n’filateinu.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, anei et atirateinu.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, p’deinu midei oy’veinu.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, tsavei ittanu birchoteicha.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, tsavei ittanu y’shu’oteicha

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, tsadkeinu b’mishpateicha.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, kareiv lanu kets hag’ulah.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, kareiv lanu yom hay’shu’ah.

Eloheinu sheba’shamayim, karveinu la’avodateicha.



00 readings for reflection109 transliterations

Psalm 103 (sung section only) page 25

�Bar’chi nafshi et Adonai, v’chol k’ravai et sheim kod’sho.

Bar’chi nafshi et Adonai, v’al tishk’chi kol g’mulav.

Ha-solei’ach l’chol avo-nei-chi, harofei l’chol ta’chalu’ay’chi.

Ha-go’eil mishachat chayay’chi, ha-mat’reichi chesed v’rachamim.

Ha-masbi’a batov edyeich, tit’chadeish ka-nesher n’uray’chi.

Oseih ts’dakot Adonai, u’mishpatim l’chol ashukim.

Yodi’a d’rachav l’mosheh, livnei yisra’eil ali’lo’tav.

Ha-masbi’a batov edyeich, tit’chadeish ka-nesher n’uray’chi.

Rachum v’chanunAdonai, erech apayim v’rav chased.

Lo la’netzach yariv, v’lo l’olam yittor.

Lo cha’chata’einu asah lanu, v’lo cha’avonoteinu gamal aleinu.

Ki chig’vo’ah shamayim al ha’aretz, gavar chasdo al y’rei’av.

Kir’chokmizrachmi-ma’arav, hirchikmimenu et p’sha’einu

Nishmat kol chai page 29

� Nishmat kol chai t’vareich et shimcha Adonai eloheinu, v’ru’ach

kol basar t’fa’eir ut’romeim zichr’cha malkeinu tamid.Min ha’olam

v’ad ha’olam attah eil, § umibal’adecha ein lanu melech go’eil

umoshi’a podeh umatsil, v’oneh um’racheim, b’chol eit tsarah

v’tsukah, ein lanumelech ozeir v’someich zulatecha.

Elohei harishonim v’ha’acharonim, elo’ah kol b’riot, adon kol

toladot, ham’hullal b’chol hatishbachot, ham’naheig olamo b’chesed

uvri’otav b’rachamim. Vadonai lo yanum v’lo yishan, ham’oreir

y’sheinim v’hameikits nirdamim, m’chayeh meitim v’rofei cholim,

pokei’ach ivrim v’zokeif k’fufim, l’cha l’vadd’cha anachnumodim.

AvinuMalkeinu page 41

�Avinumalkeinu, chatanu l’fanecha.

Avinumalkeinu, ein lanumelech zulatecha.

Avinumalkeinu, aseih imanu l’ma’an sh’mecha.
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Kaddish pages 19 and 59

Yitgaddal v’yitkaddash sh’meih rabba, b’alma di v’ra chiruteih,

v’yamlich malchuteih, b’chayeichon uv’yomeichon uv’chayei di chol

beit yisra’el, ba’agala u’vizman kariv, v’imru amen. Y’hei sh’meih

rabbam’varach, l’alam ul’almei almaya.

Yitbarach v’yishtabbach v’yitpa’ar v’yitromam v’yitnassei v’yithaddar

v’yit’alleh v’yithallal, sh’meih di kudsha, b’rich hu, l’eilla min kol

birchata v’shirata tushb’chata v’nechemata, di amiran b’alma, v’imru

amen. Y’hei sh’lama rabba min sh’maya, v’chayim aleinu v’al kol

yisra’el, v’imru amen. Oseh shalom bimromav, hu ya’aseh shalom

aleinu v’al kol yisra’el, v’imru amen.

Yigdal pages 21–22

�Yigdal elohim chai v’yishtabach, nimtsa v’ein eit el m’tsi’uto.

Echad v’ein yachid k’yichudo, ne’lam v’gam ein sof l’achduto.

Ein lo d’mut haguf v’eino guf, lo na’aroch eilav k’dushato.

Kadmon l’chol davar asher nivra, rishon v’ein reishit l’reishito.

Hinno adon olam l’chol notsar, yoreh g’dulato umalchuto.

Shefa n’vu’ato n’tano, el anshei s’gullato v’tif ’arto.

Lo kam b’yisra’el k’Mosheh od navi, umabbit el t’munato.

Torat emet natan l’ammo eil, al yad n’vi’o ne’eman beito.

Lo yachalif ha’eil v’lo yamir dato, l’olamim l’zulato.

Tsofeh v’yodei’a s’tareinu,mabbit l’sof davar b’kadmuto.

Gomeil l’ish chasid k’mif ’alo, notein l’rasha ra k’rish’ato.

Yishlach l’keits yamimm’shicheinu, lifdot m’chakkei keits y’shu’ato.

Meitim y’chayeh eil b’rov chasdo, baruch adei ad sheim t’hillato.
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Echad eloheinu, gadol adoneinu, kadosh v’norah sh’mo.

[Gad’lu l’Adonai itti, un’rom’mah sh’mo yachdav.]

� L’cha Adonai hag’dulah v’hag’vurah v’hatif ’eret

v’haneitzach v’ha’hod, ki chol bashamayim uva’aretz,

l’cha Adonai hamamlachah, v’hamitnassei l’chol l’rosh.

Rom’muAdonai eloheinu, v’hishtachavu lahadom

raglav, kadosh hu.Rom’muAdonai eloheinu,

v’hishtachavu l’har kod’sho, ki kadoshAdonai eloheinu.

Eits Chayim page 43

�Eits chayim hi lamachazikim bah, v’tom’cheham’ushar.
D’racheha darchei no’am, v’chol n’tivoteha shalom.

Ve zot Ha-Torah at elevation of scroll page 43

�V’zot hatorah asher samMosheh lifnei v’nei yisra’el.

Torah tsivah lanuMosheh,morashah k’hillat Ya’akov.

Ha’eil tamim dar’ko, imrat Adonai ts’rufah,

magein hu l’chol hachosim bo.

Blessing beforeTorah reading page 43

Bar’chu et Adonai ham’vorach.

BaruchAdonai ham’vorach l’olam va’ed. (reader repeats)

Baruch attah Adonai eloheinu melech haolam, asher bachar banu

mikkol ha’ammim, v’natan lanu et torato.

Baruch attahAdonai, notein hatorah.

Blessing afterTorah reading page 46

Baruch attah Adonai eloheinu melech ha’olam, asher natan lanu

torat emet, v’chayei olam nata b’tocheinu.

Baruch attahAdonai, notein hatorah.
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Avinumalkeinu, chadeish aleinu shanah tovah.

Avinumalkeinu, kaleih dever v’cherev v’ra’av ush’vi umashchit

umaggeifahmib’nei v’ritecha.

Avinumalkeinu, sh’lach r’fuah sh’leimah l’cholei amecha.

Avinumalkeinu, z’chor ki afar anach’nu.

Avinumalkeinu,m’chal lanu u’s’lach l’chol avonoteinu.

Avinumalkeinu,m’cheih v’ha’aveir p’sha’einumineged einecha.

Avinumalkeinu, zoch’reinu l’chayim tovim.

Avinumalkeinu, zoch’reinu b’zikaron tovmil’fanecha.

Avinumalkeinu, hatzmach lanu y’shuah b’karov.

Avinumalkeinu, hareim keren yisra’eil amecha.

Avinumalkeinu, hachazireinu bitshuvah sh’leimah l’fanecha.

Avinumalkeinu, sh’ma koleinu, chus v’racheim aleinu.

Avinumalkeinu, kabeil b’rachamim uv’ratzon et t’filateinu.

Avinumalkeinu, t’hi hasha’ah hazot sh’at rachamim v’eit ratzon

mil’fanecha.

Avinumalkeinu, aseih l’ma’ancha im lo l’ma’aneinu.

Avinumalkeinu, al t’shiveinu reikammil’fanecha.

Avinumalkeinu, choneinu va’aneinu, ki ein banuma’asim,

aseih immanu tz’dakah vachesed v’hoshi’einu.

torah service page 42

�Av harachamim,heitivah virtson’cha et tsiyon, ki v’cha

l’vad batachnu,melech eil ram v’nissa, adon olamim.

�Vay’hi binso’a ha’aron vayomerMosheh, kumah,

Adonai, v’yafutzu oy’veicha, v’yanusum’saneicha

mipaneicha.

� Kimitsiyon teitsei torah, ud’var Adonai mirushalayim.

the scrolls are taken out of the ark

�Baruch shenatan torah l’amo yisra-eil bikdushato.

Sh’ma yisra’el,Adonai eloheinuAdonai echad.
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Kol Adonai bako’ach, kol Adonai behadar.

Kol Adonai shoveir arazim, vay’shabbeir Adonai et arzei hal’vanon.

Vayarkideim k’mo eigel, l’vanon v’siryon k’mo ven r’eimim.

Kol Adonai chotzeiv lahavot eish.

Kol Adonai yachil midbar, yachil Adonai midbar kadeish.

Kol Adonai y’choleil ayalot, vayechesof y’arot uv’heichalo kullo

omeir kavod.

Adonai lamabul yashav, vayeishev Adonai melech l’olam.

Adonai oz l’ammo yittein,Adonai y’vareich et ammo vashalom.

Hashiveinu page 54

�HashiveinuAdonai eilecha v’nashuvah, chaddeish

yameinu k’kedem.

EinKeloheinu page 55

�Ein keiloheinu, ein kadoneinu, ein k’malkeinu, ein k’moshi’einu.

Mi cheiloheinu,mi chadoneinu,mi ch’malkeinu,mi ch’moshi’einu.

Nodeh leiloheinu, nodeh ladoneinu, nodeh l’malkeinu,

nodeh l’moshi’einu.

Baruch eloheinu, baruch adoneinu, baruchmalkeinu, baruch

moshi’einu.

Attah hu eloheinu, attah hu adoneinu, attah humalkeinu, attah hu

moshi’einu.

Un’tanehTokef page 56

� Un’taneh tokef k’dushat hayom, ki hu nora v’ayom: uvo tinasei

malchutecha, v’yikon b’chesed kisecha, v’teisheiv alav be-emet.

§ Emet ki atah hu dayan umochi’ach, v’yodei’a va’eid, v’choteiv

v’choteim, v’sofeir umoneh, v’tizkor kol hanishkachot, v’tiftach et

seifer hazichronot, umei-eilav yikarei, v’chotam yad kol adam bo.
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AshreiHa’am page 51

�Ashrei ha’am yod’ei t’ru’ah,

Adonai b’or panecha y’haleichun.

B’shimcha y’gilun kol hayom,

uv’tzidkat’cha yarumu.

Ki tiferet uzamo attah, uvirtzon’cha tarum karneinu.

Ki l’Adonai magineinu, v’lik’dosh yisra’eil malkeinu.

Hayomyomha’zikkaron page 51

� Hayom yom ha’zikkaron, ka’katuv ba’torah: vay’dabbeir Adonai el

Moshe le’mor. Dabber el b’nei yisra’eil lemor. Ba’chodesh hash’vi’i

b’echad la’chodesh, yih’yeh lachem shabbaton zich’ron t’ruah,mikra

kodesh.

Hayom page 53

�Hayom t’am’tzeinu,Amen.

Hayom t’var’cheinu,Amen.

Hayom t’gad’leinu,Amen.

Hayom tid’r’sheinu l’tovah,Amen.

Hayom tishma shavateinu,Amen.

Hayom t’tahareinum’avoneinu,Amen.

Hayom t’yasheir kol orchoteinu,Amen.

Hayom t’kabeil b’rachamim uv’ratzon et t’filateinu,Amen.

Hayom tit’m’cheinu bimin tzidkecha,Amen.

Hayom tizk’reinu l’chayim tovim,Amen.

Psalm 29 page 54

�Havu ladonai b’nei eilim,havu ladonai kavod va’oz.

Havu ladonai k’vod sh’mo,hishtachavu ladonai b’hadrat kodesh.

Kol Adonai al hamayim eil hakavod hir’im,Adonai al

mayim rabbim.
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Adon Olam page 60

�Adon olam ashermalach, b’terem kol y’tsir nivra.

L’eit na’asah k’cheftso kol, azai melech sh’mo nikra.

V’acharei kichlot hakol, l’vaddo yimloch nora.

V’hu hayah v’hu hoveh, v’hu yihyeh b’tif ’arah.

V’hu echad v’ein sheini, l’hamshil lo l’hachbirah.

B’li reishit b’li tachlit, v’lo haoz v’hamisrah.

V’hu eili v’chai go’ali, v’tsur chevli b’yom tsarah.

V’hu nissi umanusi,m’nat kosi b’yom ekra.

B’yado afkid ruchi, b’eit ishan v’a’irah.

V’im ruchi g’vi’ati,Adonai li v’lo ira.

Embroidered textile,London 1776
Westminster SynagogueCollection

Reverse side ofTallit bag shown on page xi

Photo courtesy of Chris Rees
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Uv’shofar gadol yitaka, v’kol d’mamah dakah yishama:

umalachim yeichafeizun, v’chil ur’adah yocheizun,

v’yomru hineih yom hadin, lifkod al tz’va marom badin,

ki lo yizku v’einecha badin.V’chol ba’ei olam ya’avrun

l’faneicha kivnei maron.

� K’vakarat roeh edro,ma’avir tzono tachat shivto, kein

ta’avir v’tispor v’timneh, v’tifkod nefesh kol chai,

v’tachtoch kitzvah l’chol b’riyah, v’tichtov et g’zar dinam.

B’rosh hashanah yikateivun, uv’yom tzom kipur

yeichateimun,

Kamah ya’avorun, v’chamah yibarei’un:

§mi yichyeh, umi yamut:mi v’kitzo, umi lo v’kitzo,mi

va’eish, umi vamayim,mi vacherev, umi vachayah,mi

vara’av, umi vatzama,mi vara’ash, umi vamageifah,mi

vachanikah, umi viskilah,mi ya’nu’ach, umi yanu’a,mi

yash’kit, umi y’toraf:mi yishaleiv, umi yityaseir,mi ya’ani,

umi ya’ashir,mi yushpal, umi yarum.

�Ut’shuvah ut’filah utz’dakahma’avirin et roa hag’zeirah.

Chatanu l’fanecha (refrain) page 57

Chatanu l’fanecha racheim aleinu
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