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WS Noach Friday 5781: What do we learn from Noach about our 

capacity to change? 
 

The context: right now a world in which recurrence, a sense of things 
happening again could reinforce our sense that we do not and will not 
really change, or could be taken as an invitation to respond differently. 
We might ask ourselves: what is coming up recurrently in our lives, and 
note the need to again not go out too much; or the recurrence with 
which we hear and see that we need to be taking better care of the 
world, with this if we don’t change just a rehearsal for environmental un-
liveability to come 
 

1. Bereishit 6:13,14 and 22: 

(13) The Ultimate said to Noah, “I have 
decided to put an end to all flesh, for the 
earth is filled with lawlessness because of 
them: I am about to destroy them with the 
earth. (14) Make yourself an ark of gopher 
wood; make it an ark with compartments, 
and cover it inside and out with pitch… 
(22) Noah did so; just as The Ultimate 
commanded him, so he did. 

ץ ָּכל־ ) ַ� ֵק֤ נֹ֗ ים ל ְ אֶמר ֱא�ִה֜ ֹ֨ יג) ַוּי
ֶרץ  ה ָהָא֛ י־ָמְלָא֥ י ִּכֽ א ְלָפַנ֔ ָּבָׂש֙ר ָּב֣
ם  י ַמְׁשִחיָת֖ ם ְוִהְנִנ֥ ס ִמְּפֵניֶה֑ ָחָמ֖

ת  ה ְל֙� ֵּתַב֣ ֶרץ׃ (יד) ֲעֵׂש֤ ֶאת־ָהָאֽ
ה ֶאת־ ֲעֶׂש֣ ים ּֽתַ ֶפר ִקִּנ֖ ֲעֵצי־גֹ֔

ּה ִמַּב֥  ַפְרָּת֥ ֹאָת֛ ה ְוָכֽ ִית ַהֵּתָב֑
ֶפר׃  …ּוִמ֖חּוץ ַּבּכֹֽ

 
ה ) ר ִצָּו֥ כֹל ֲאֶׁש֨ ַ� ְּכ֠ כב) ַוַּיַ֖עׂש ֹנ֑

ה׃ (ס ן ָעָׂשֽ ים ֵּכ֥  (ֹא֛תֹו ֱא�ִה֖

Questions on these verses? 
 

2. Bereishit 6:5-7, The Divine Assumption and Background about 
human nature. 

(5) The Eternal saw how great was man’s 
wickedness on earth, and how every plan 

ת ) ה ָרַע֥ י ַרָּב֛ ה ִּכ֥ ה) ַוַּי֣ ְרא ְיהָו֔
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devised by his mind was nothing but evil all 
the time. (6) And the Merciful regretted that 
He had made man on earth, and His heart 
was saddened. 
 (7) The Eternal said, “I will blot out from 
the earth the men whom I created—men 
together with beasts, creeping things, and 
birds of the sky; for I regret that I made 
them.” 

ֶצ֙ר  ֶרץ ְוָכל־ֵי֙ ם ָּבָא֑ ָהָאָד֖
ע ָּכל ק ַר֖ ת ִלּ֔בֹו ַר֥ ־ַמְחְׁשבֹ֣

י־  ה ִּכֽ ַהּֽיֹום׃ (ו) ַוִּיָּנֶ֣חם ְיהָו֔
ֶרץ  ם ָּבָא֑ ָאָד֖ ה ֶאת־ֽהָ ָעָׂש֥

ב ֶאל־ִלּֽבֹו ׃ַוִּיְתַעֵּצ֖  
ה ֶאת־)  ה ֶאְמֶח֨ אֶמר ְיהָו֗ ֹ֣ ז) ַוּי

אִת֙י ֵמַע֙ל ְּפֵנ֣י  ם ֲאֶׁשר־ָּבָר֙ ָהָאָד֤
ה  ָאָד֙ם ַעד־ְּבֵהָמ֔ ה ֽמֵ ֲאָדָמ֔ ֽהָ

ִים ִּכ֥  ֶמׂש ְוַעד־֣עֹוף ַהָּׁשָמ֑ י ַעד־ֶר֖
ם י ֲעִׂשיִתֽ ְמִּתי ִּכ֥ ׃ִנַח֖  

 

3. Jonah 3:8-10 

(8) They shall be covered with 
sackcloth—man and beast—and shall cry 
mightily to The Ultimate. Let everyone 
turn back from his evil ways and from the 
injustice of which he is guilty. (9) Who 
knows but that The Ultimate may turn 
and relent? He may turn back from His 
wrath, so that we do not perish.” (10) The 
Ultimate saw what they did, how they 
were turning back from their evil ways. 
And The Ultimate renounced/regretted 
the punishment He had planned to bring 
upon them, and did not carry it out. 

ָאָד֙ם ) ים ָהֽ ח) ְוִיְתַּכּ֣סּו ַׂשִּק֗
ים  ה ְוִיְקְר֥אּו ֶאל־ֱא�ִה֖ ְוַהְּבֵהָמ֔

ה  ָרָע֔ יׁש ִמַּדְרּ֣כֹו ָהֽ בּו ִא֚ ה ְוָיֻׁש֗ ְּבָחְז ָק֑
ם׃  ר ְּבַכֵּפיֶהֽ ס ֲאֶׁש֥ ּוִמן־ֶהָחָמ֖

י־יֹוֵד֣  ים (ט)ִמֽ ם ָהֱא�ִה֑ ַ� ָיׁ֔שּוב ְוִנַח֖
ד׃ (י)  א נֹאֵבֽ ֹ֥ ב ֵמֲח֥רֹון ַאּ֖פֹו ְול ְוָׁש֛
ם ִּכי־  ֲעֵׂשיֶה֔ ת־ַמ֣ ֱא�ִהי֙ם ֶאֽ ַוַּי֤ ְרא ָהֽ

ה ַוִּיָּנֶ֣חם  ם ָהָרָע֑ בּו ִמַּדְרָּכ֣ ָׁש֖
ר ה ֲאֶׁשר־ִּדֶּב֥ ים ַעל־ָהָרָע֛   ָהֱא�ִה֗

ה א ָעָׂשֽ ֹ֥ ם ְול ׃ַלֲעׂשֹות־ָלֶה֖  

• What do these verses have in common and what is different? 
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