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Ws Vayigash 5784: Can we criticise Joseph, or do the ends justify the means?

Bereishit (Genesis) 47:13-27

רֶץאֵין֙וְלֶ֤חֶם)יג( דבְּכׇל־הָאָ֔ בכִּיֽ־כָבֵ֥ הָרָעָ֖
ד ֹ֑ לַהּמְא רֶץוַתֵּ֜ יםִ֙אֶ֤ רֶץמִצְרַ֙ עַןוְאֶ֣ יכְּנַ֔ מִפְּנֵ֖

ט)יד(הָרָעָבֽ׃ ףוַילְַקֵּ֣ סֶף֙יוֹסֵ֗ אֶת־כׇּל־הַכֶּ֙
א יםִ֙הַנּמְִצָ֤ רֶץבְאֶרֶֽץ־מִצְרַ֙ עַןוּבְאֶ֣ בֶרכְּנַ֔ בַּשֶּׁ֖

ם יםאֲשֶׁר־הֵ֣ אשׁבְֹרִ֑ ףוַיּבֵָ֥ סֶףיוֹסֵ֛ אֶת־הַכֶּ֖
יתָה ה׃בֵּ֥ ֹֽ ם)טו(פַרְע ֹ֣ סֶףוַיּתִּ רֶץהַכֶּ֗ מֵאֶ֣

יםִ֮ רֶץמִצְרַ֘ עַן֒וּמֵאֶ֣ אוּ֩כְּנַ֒ ֹ֩ יםִוַיּבָ כׇל־מִצְרַ֨
ף נוּלֵאמרֹ֙אֶל־יוֹסֵ֤ חֶםהָבָֽה־לָּ֣ וְלָ֥מָּהלֶ֔

ךָנמָ֖וּת ינגֶדְֶּ֑ סכִּ֥ אמֶר)טז(כָּסֶֽף׃אָפֵ֖ ֹ֤ וַיּ
םהָב֣וּיוֹסֵף֙ םוְאֶתְּנָה֥מִקְניֵכֶ֔ םלָכֶ֖ בְּמִקְניֵכֶ֑

ס יאוּ)יז(כָּסֶֽף׃אִם־אָפֵ֖ אֶת־מִקְניֵהֶם֮וַיּבִָ֣
ןאֶל־יוֹסֵף֒ ףלָהֶם֩וַיּתִֵּ֣ חֶםיוֹסֵ֨ יםלֶ֜ בַּסּוּסִ֗
אןוּבְמִקְנֵה֥ ֹ֛ רוּבְמִקְנֵה֥הַצּ יםהַבָּקָ֖ וּבַחֲמרִֹ֑
םבַּלֶּחֶ֙ם֙וַינְהֲַלֵ֤ם הַהִוֽא׃בַּשָּׁנָ֖הבְּכׇל־מִקְנהֵֶ֔
אוּהַהִוא֒הַשָּׁנָ֣הוַתִּתּםֹ֮)יח( ֹ֨ יווַיּבָ אֵלָ֜
יתבַּשָּׁנָ֣ה אמְרוּהַשֵּׁנִ֗ ֹ֤ דלוֹ֙וַיּ ילֹֽא־נכְַחֵ֣ מֵאֲֽדנִֹ֔

י םכִּ֚ סֶףאִם־תַּ֣ הוּמִקְנֵה֥הַכֶּ֔ יהַבְּהֵמָ֖ אֶל־אֲדנִֹ֑
ילִפְנֵ֣ינשְִׁאַר֙לֹ֤א יאֲדנִֹ֔ נוּבִּלְתִּ֥ אִם־גְּוִיּתֵָ֖

יךָנמָ֣וּתלָ֧מָּה)יט(וְאַדְמָתֵנֽוּ׃ לְעֵינֶ֗
חְנוּ֙ נוּגַּ֣םגַּם־אֲנַ֙ נוּאַדְמָתֵ֔ קְנֵהֽ־אתָֹ֥

נוּ חֶםוְאֶת־אַדְמָתֵ֖ הבַּלָּ֑ אֲנַ֤חְנוּוְנִהְֽיֶ֞
נוּ֙ יםוְאַדְמָתֵ֙ העֲבָדִ֣ ֹ֔ רַעלְפַרְע וְנִחְֽיהֶ֙וְתֶן־זֶ֗

הנמָ֔וּתוְלֹ֣א קֶן)כ(תֵשָֽׁם׃לֹ֥אוְהָאֲדָמָ֖ וַיִּ֨
ף תיוֹסֵ֜ יםִ֙אֶת־כׇּל־אַדְמַ֤ המִצְרַ֙ ֹ֔ לְפַרְע

יםִ֙כִּיֽ־מָכְר֤וּ ישׁמִצְרַ֙ הוּאִ֣ כִּיֽ־חָזַק֥שָׂדֵ֔
ם בעֲלֵהֶ֖ יהָרָעָ֑ רֶץוַתְּהִ֥ ה׃הָאָ֖ ֹֽ )כא(לְפַרְע

ם ת־הָעָ֔ ירוְאֶ֨ יםאתֹ֖וֹהֶעֱבִ֥ הלֶעָרִ֑ מִקְצֵ֥
יםִ ק)כב(וְעַד־קָצֵהֽוּ׃גבְוּל־מִצְרַ֖ תרַ֛ אַדְמַ֥

קכִּי֩קָנָ֑הלֹ֣אהַכּהֲֹנִ֖ים ֹ֨ יםח תלַכּהֲֹנִ֜ מֵאֵ֣
ה ֹ֗ ראֶת־חֻקָּם֙וְאָכְֽל֤וּפַּרְע ןאֲשֶׁ֨ לָהֶם֙נתַָ֤
ה ֹ֔ ןפַּרְע )כג(אֶת־אַדְמָתָםֽ׃מָכְר֖וּלֹ֥אעַל־כֵּ֕
אמֶר ֹ֤ םיוֹסֵף֙וַיּ יתִיהֵן֩אֶל־הָעָ֔ אֶתְכֶ֥םקָנִ֨
םהַיּ֛וֹם הוְאֶת־אַדְמַתְכֶ֖ ֹ֑ םלְפַרְע רַעהֵאֽ־לָכֶ֣ זֶ֔

ם תוְהָיהָ֙)כד(אֶת־הָאֲדָמָהֽ׃וּזרְַעְתֶּ֖ ֹ֔ בַּתְּבוּא
ם יתוּנתְַתֶּ֥ החֲמִישִׁ֖ ֹ֑ עלְפַרְע תוְאַרְבַּ֣ ֹ֡ הַיּדָ
רַעלָכֶם֩יהְִיֶה֣ הלְזֶ֨ רוּֽלְאׇכְלְכֶ֛םהַשָּׂדֶ֧ וְלַאֲשֶׁ֥

ם לבְּבָתֵּיכֶ֖ ֹ֥ וַיּאֹמְר֖וּ)כה(לְטַפְּכֶםֽ׃וְלֶאֱכ
נוּ יבְּעֵינֵ֣ינמְִצָא־חֵן֙הֶחֱיתִָ֑ וְהָיִי֥נוּאֲדנִֹ֔

(13) Now there was no bread in all the world, for the
famine was very severe; both the land of Egypt and the
land of Canaan languished because of the famine. (14)
Joseph gathered in all the money that was to be found in
the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, as payment
for the rations that were being procured, and Joseph
brought the money into Pharaoh’s palace. (15) And
when the money gave out in the land of Egypt and in the
land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came to Joseph and
said, “Give us bread, lest we die before your very eyes;
for the money is gone!” (16) And Joseph said, “Bring
your livestock, and I will sell to you against your
livestock, if the money is gone.” (17) So they brought
their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave them bread in
exchange for the horses, for the stocks of sheep and
cattle, and the asses; thus he provided them with bread
that year in exchange for all their livestock. (18) And
when that year was ended, they came to him the next
year and said to him, “We cannot hide from my lord that,
with all the money and animal stocks consigned to my
lord, nothing is left at my lord’s disposal save our
persons and our farmland. (19) Let us not perish before
your eyes, both we and our land. Take us and our land in
exchange for bread, and we with our land will be serfs to
Pharaoh; provide the seed, that we may live and not die,
and that the land may not become a waste.” (20) So
Joseph gained possession of all the farm land of Egypt
for Pharaoh, all the Egyptians having sold their fields
because the famine was too much for them; thus the land
passed over to Pharaoh. (21) And he removed the
population town by town, from one end of Egypt’s
border to the other. (22) Only the land of the priests he
did not take over, for the priests had an allotment from
Pharaoh, and they lived off the allotment which Pharaoh
had made to them; therefore they did not sell their land.
(23) Then Joseph said to the people, “Whereas I have
this day acquired you and your land for Pharaoh, here is
seed for you to sow the land. (24) And when harvest
comes, you shall give one-fifth to Pharaoh, and
four-fifths shall be yours as seed for the fields and as
food for you and those in your households, and as
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ים ה׃עֲבָדִ֖ ֹֽ הּוַיָּשֶׂ֣ם)כו(לְפַרְע ףאתָֹ֣ יוֹסֵ֡
העַד־הַיּ֨וֹםלְחקֹ֩ תהַזֶּ֜ יםִעַל־אַדְמַ֥ מִצְרַ֛

ה ֹ֖ מֶשׁלְפַרְע ֹ֑ קלַח תרַ֞ הֲניִם֙אַדְמַ֤ ֹֽ םהַכּ לְבַדָּ֔
הלֹ֥א ה׃הָיתְָ֖ ֹֽ לוַיֵּשֶׁ֧ב)כז(לְפַרְע ישְִׂרָאֵ֛

רֶץ יםִבְּאֶ֥ רֶץמִצְרַ֖ שֶׁןבְּאֶ֣ ֹ֑ הּוַיּאֵָחֲז֣וּגּ בָ֔
ד׃וַיּרְִבּ֖וּוַיּפְִר֥וּ ֹֽ מְא

nourishment for your children.” (25) And they said,
“You have saved our lives! We are grateful to my lord,
and we shall be serfs to Pharaoh.” (26) And Joseph made
it into a land law in Egypt, which is still valid, that a
fifth should be Pharaoh’s; only the land of the priests did
not become Pharaoh’s. (27) Thus Israel settled in the
country of Egypt, in the region of Goshen; they acquired
holdings in it, and were fertile and increased greatly.

- What characteristics do we see here? What do you make of Yosef’s behaviour here? Does
he behave well or badly?

- What do you personally want to learn from Yosef through his positive example here?
- Is there anything you want to learn from his negative example?
- What can we learn from this passage in its totality?

Rashbam 12th C, on verse 21
לאחרבארצואישאישחזקהבהיטענושלאכדיכארצכם,ארץאלכדכתיב:סנחריב,שעשהכמו-לעריםאותוהעביר
מכירה.

לעריםאותוהעביר , a stratagem also employed by Sancheriv when he conquered the northern
Kingdom of Israel and forcibly exchanged the populations of that kingdom with people from the
north. (compare Kings II 18,32). The purpose behind this was to prevent uprisings by
populations who had no roots in their countries and therefore had no good reason to start a
rebellion.
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