
THE MEGILLA
CONGREGATION B’NAI TORAH’S NEWSLETTER

PAYING OUR DUES

THE MEGILLA

BY PRESIDENT JEFF ZAKIM

01

WINTER 2022

01 Letter from President

Mitzvah Hero

Nursery School

News from Israel

03

04

09

WHAT’S NEW?

bnaitorahct.org

Donations14

We are all familiar with the expression ‘paying our dues’. This 
expression typically refers to the hard work, time, effort and energy 
an individual or a group puts in before achieving a particular goal, 
status or certain privileges. An example might be a new employee 
in a large company paying their dues by working long hours to gain 
status with upper management. Another example might be a freshman 
athlete on a team carrying the gear to get ‘in’ with the varsity players. 
We all have, and will most likely continue to pay our dues in pursuit 
of our goals.

As a Jewish people, it is fair to say that we have paid our dues and 
then some. It might even be fair to say that we, as devoted members 
of Congregation B’nai Torah, have paid our dues and then some. 
Perhaps this is true, and perhaps this will always be true in a world 
where there always seems to be a new or next goal to achieve.

Continued on page 2
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PRESIDENT CONTINUED

Paying our dues isn’t just an expression or a means by 
which to indicate the amount of time or work one has 
put into something. Paying dues is an actual, tangible 
process by which a financial commitment is made 
from one to another (person-to-person, person-to-
organization) in exchange for membership, services, 
goods. This financial commitment typically comes 
in the form of a one-time or a regular schedule of 
payments in order to keep access to the membership, 
services or goods provided by the organization.

This should all feel very familiar, as this is exactly 
how dues work at B’nai Torah. B’nai Torah has a dues 
structure, and provides varying levels of dues tiers. 
Additionally, our dues are also paired with options 
in terms of payment and scheduling. There are also 
individuals from within our Board of Directors to 
assist our members and potential members with 
inquiries or unique circumstances related to their dues 
and billing.

Paying dues is a common aspect of a community. 
The timely and complete payment of individual or 
family dues is a critical component of membership at 
B’nai Torah. The obligation of all members to meet 

their financial commitment is vital to the function 
and success of B’nai Torah. When all of our members 
are up to date with their dues, it allows for the 
congregation to properly track, monitor and meet the 
financial requirements of operating the synagogue. All 
B’nai Torah members have the ability to easily review 
and securely pay their dues or make donations via the 
ShulCloud functionality of the B’nai Torah website. 
Any member can login, view their status as to balance 
due or make donations and most importantly, pay their 
annual membership dues.

With the ability to pay B’nai Torah dues being both 
easy and critical, I strongly encourage all members 
to visit BnaiTorahCt.org, login to your account 
(upper right side), scroll to My Account, tap or click 
My Billing and review and pay your outstanding 
dues today. Doing so is an important part of your 
membership obligation, and ensures that B’nai Torah 
has the financial means to continue fulfilling its 
obligation to all members. Every member of B’nai 
Torah is family, and is so valuable to our vibrant 
community, and it is up to every member to ensure 
that B’nai Torah remains a vibrant community for 
years and years to come.

Continued from 1

Warm Welcome To  
Our New Families

On behalf of the Membership Committee and the entire congregation, we would 
like to officially welcome our new members. We are looking forward to getting to 
know them better and to celebrating many holidays, simchas and social events 
together in the years to come.

Erik and Erica Zirulnick 
(Ben, Jaxon and Max)

Sharon Shiminov 
(Evan and Sabrina)
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Every synagogue and every Rabbi needs a person 
they can rely on and go to for help. Amanda Wendt 
is that person for Congregation B’nai Torah. We 
truly couldn’t function without her. Amanda indeed 
embodies what this award is all about by exemplifying 
the values of Tikkun Olam. Amanda is an important, 
well respected and beloved figure within our B’nai 
Torah community. She has held many volunteer and 
Board level roles within B’nai Torah and her skills, 
passion and enthusiasm for all things BT are always 
front and center, right along with her warm smile. 

Amanda has been a B’nai Torah member since 2012 
and has acted as our website manager, held Board 
positions of Member-At-Large, Corresponding 
Secretary, President (as part of a tri-Presidency) and 
is currently our Vice President of Communications. 
Amanda is everywhere, but often unseen, behind the 
scenes. Whether for our live streaming of services and 
events, social media, email communications or the 
inner-workings of ShulCloud, Amanda can usually be 
found (as she describes it) in a small room in front of 
many computer screens making things happen. 

In the current VP of Communications role, we see 
and hear from Amanda in all of our communications. 
Through her technical/ marketing/ event planning 
and communications work, Amanda has been and 
continues to be a leading figure powering how B’nai 
Torah remains informed, and connected to one 
another. This was particularly true as we all dealt with 
the closure of our sacred spaces during the Covid 19 
pandemic and resulting lockdowns.

Amanda is quick 
to credit her mom 
and dad, Susan 
and Ed Jewsbury 
for teaching her 
the value of being 
involved in Jewish 
community. 
Amanda notes “I 
do what I’ve been 
taught.” Family 
is of utmost 
importance to 
Amanda, and 
B’nai Torah is so 
fortunate to have 
not just Amanda’s 
involvement, but the continued involvement of her 
parents, as well as Amanda’s husband, Frank and two 
children, Jay and Elizabeth. All of whom are active, 
involved members of our community, and can always 
be counted on to give back to B’nai Torah.

Amanda’s passion and giving nature extends well 
beyond B’nai Torah, with her involvement and 
fundraising efforts to causes and organizations 
including NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
and Our Friend Abby. B’nai Torah is so proud of and 
grateful to Amanda and her entire family for their 
time, effort, energy and passion for all things BT. 
Mazal Tov to Amanda Wendt as our 2021 Mitzvah 
Hero.

At a recent Zoom video meeting, 
our B’nai Torah community 
gathered for Havdalah, a 
Hanukkah menorah lighting and 
a celebratory toast to thank and 
honor Amanda Wendt on being 
named our 2021 Mitzvah Hero.

AMANDA WENDT: B’NAI TORAH 2021 MITZVAH HERO
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Submitted by Joan Watnick, Director

NEWS FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL

Fifteen happy students spend their mornings 
inside our nursery school using gym equipment 
and art materials, exploring educational toys, 
baking, singing, dressing up/role playing, 
socializing, and gaining independence and 
confidence. Playing outside and experiencing 
nature is an integral and substantial part of our day 
as well.

Thanksgiving and Hanukkah activities were 
highlights of our year thus far and we look 
forward to celebrating the spring holidays.

Collecting holiday toys for families in need 

gave our students the opportunity to fulfill the 
mitzvah of tikkun olam.  Thank you to those who 
contributed.

I would also like to thank our Nursery School 
volunteers: Linda Schulman, Marcia Cohen, 
Beverly Peck and especially Jill Makaron!

2022-2023 Registration is now open to the public.
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                                     December 13, 2021 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

At this time, we invite you to register your child(ren) for the 2022-2023 school year at B’nai Torah 
Nursery School.  The quality of the programs we offer continues to be our most important priority.  Class sizes 
remain small, staff education and development continues, and our outstanding equipment and curriculum are 
updated and expanded regularly. 
 
For the 2022-2023 nursery school year, we will offer the following programs: 
 
Wonderful Ones & Caregiver: Wednesday or Thursday from 9:15-10:15 a.m., Fall session begins October 13, 
Spring session begins February 2. 
 
Two year olds: Tuesday and Thursday from 9-12 p.m. 

 
Three year olds: Monday, Wednesday and Friday or choose 4 or 5 days a week from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

 
Four year olds: Monday through Friday from 9 a.m.-12 p.m.  
 
To be eligible for each of these programs, your child must be 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 by December 31, 2022. 
 
We offer an optional Lunch Bunch program for children in the 2, 3 and 4 year old classes from 12-1 p.m. 
 
We will also offer our optional enrichment classes (drama, art, cooking, science, and physical fitness) from  
1-1:55 p.m. to our 3 and 4 year olds, subject to sufficient registration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I hope that you will continue to be a part of our Nursery School family.  As always, we welcome newcomers to 
join our Nursery School community. 
 
If you have any questions, please call me at (203) 268-0227.    Sincerely,      

 
Joan Watnick, Director 

Class Days and Options 
Wonderful Ones Each session (Thur) 9:15-10:15 
2 Year Olds 2 days (Tuesday and Thursday) 9 a.m.-12 p.m.  
3 Year Olds 3 days (Mon, Wed and Fri) 

4 days 
5 days 
Lunch Bunch-3 days 
Lunch Bunch-4 days 
Lunch Bunch-5 days 
Enrichment-3 days 
Enrichment-4 days 
Enrichment-5 days 

4 Year Olds Monday-Friday 
Lunch Bunch   
Enrichment  
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BBYO
Submitted by Ari Schultz

Hi everyone. Both BBYO chapters in the Fairfield 
area are currently doing very well. Gottlieb AZA has 
exceeded its membership goal and has high attendance 
at each meeting. We are so glad that we have been able 
to hold our meetings back inside B’nai Torah, thanks 
to Rabbi Colin and the B’nai Torah Board. 

We have been able to host successful events in 
the synagogue such as our fun cake decorating 
competition and our meaningful anti-Semitism 
program. In the past couple of months we have also 
participated in many community service events such 
as sukkah building for families/synagogues and 
volunteering at the Kosher food pantry.

On December 17, we were supposed to have our fall 
convention but it was postponed due to the Omicron 
variant. 

Everyone was looking 
forward to it and we were all 
disappointed when we heard 
the news. We don’t yet know 
the new date but at least we 
have International Convention 
which is scheduled to take 
place this February in 
Baltimore.

We are so happy that both 
chapters are doing well and 
can’t wait for more to come!
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The Trumbull Interfaith Council Annual Thanksgiving 
Service was held Sunday, November 21, at Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church. Many Trumbull churches 
and Congregation B’nai Torah participated in this 
meaningful event.  We came together, both lay 
people and clergy, to sing hymns, anthems and 
songs acknowledging so many things for which we 
are grateful.  We closed, I think appropriately, with 
the song about America, “O Beautiful for Spacious 
Skies!”

On December 1, the fourth night of Hanukkah, 
members of Congregation B’nai Torah in Trumbull 

and the Trumbull Interfaith Council gathered together 
with Rabbi Colin to light the synagogue’s Hanukkah 
Menorah. Blessings were chanted, and a festive 
song was sung. Hanukkah is a Jewish holiday which 
commemorates the recovery of Jerusalem and the 
rededication of the Second Temple in Jerusalem at the 
time of the Maccabean revolt in the 2nd century BCE. 

The Trumbull Interfaith Council is comprised of 
Trumbull clergy and lay representatives who meet 
to promote understanding, respect, and cooperation 
between the various traditions serving the community 
in Trumbull.

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE
Submitted by Beverly Peck

Photo credit: Irwin Peck
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Wonderful Ones Program 
B’nai Torah Nursery School

•	 Music (songs, instruments, finger play)
•	 Story Time
•	 Art
•	 Sensory Play 
•	 Gross Motor Activities
•	 Age Appropriate Educational Materials
•	 And So Much More

This caregiver and child interactive fun hour is open to 
all children ages 12-24 months.

Class will be held on Thursdays, 9:15 a.m.-10:15 a.m.

Calling all One Year Olds!

For more information and rates, or to secure your space in this popular class 
please contact Joan Watnick, Nursery School Director at 203 268-0227.

1 hour a week of teacher led play time in our fantastically equipped facility.

5700 Main Street, Trumbull

www.facebook.com/BTNSTrumbull nursery@bnaitorahct.org

Spring session: February 3-May 19



ISRAEL’S MEDICAL ACHIEVEMENTS

Silencing tumor communications. Researchers at Israel’s 
Technion Institute have developed a breakthrough cancer 
treatment by injecting analgesic nanoparticles into the 
bloodstream. These anaesthetize the nerves inside the 
tumors, shutting down communications between them, thus 
inhibiting tumor growth and spread.

Immunotherapy dose reduced by a million. The NanoGhost 
cancer treatment targeted delivery mechanism developed by 
scientists at Israel’s Technion Institute is truly revolutionary. It 
enables the dose of existing immunotherapies (e.g. TRAIL) to 
be reduced by a millionfold, to prevent toxic side effects.

Insulin pump gets attention. Israel’s Triple Jump is 
developing a unique small insulin pump patch that is placed 
on the patient’s body. The patch has mobile connectivity 
capabilities and will be included in a future artificial pancreas 
system. The device has attracted interest from medical 
devices giant Medtronic.

Diabetes cured – in mice. Researchers at Israel’s Technion 
Institute genetically modified muscle stem cells from diabetic 
mice to express high levels of GLUT4 molecules, which 
transport glucose in the body. When re-implanted into the 
mice, it reduced blood sugar levels by an average of 26% and 
lowered levels of fatty liver.

Networking for patients. Israel’s Alike.Health connects 
patients with a similar medical condition at various stages of 
treatment or illness to allow them to learn from each other 
about ways to cope. The startup has just been selected to join 
the “Google for Startups Accelerator”, Google’s three-month 
mentoring program.

It’s never too late. A 102-year-old woman has become 
the first Israeli to undergo cryoablation (freezing) treatment 
for breast cancer developed by Israel’s IceCure. The usual 
surgical solution was not an option for her, as a previous heart 
catheterization meant that an operation would be too risky.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Protection against ransomware attacks. Israel’s Cymptom 
protects businesses and lifesaving networks at hospitals 
against cyber threats. Its software monitors, prioritizes the 
risks and recommends how to address them in real time. 
Cymptom was named Cybersecurity Best Product at the 

2021 Global 
InfoSec 
Awards.

See 
through 
walls from 
afar. Israel’s Camero-Tech has 
developed technology that can “see through walls” 
at long-range. The Xaver™ LR40 (XLR40) portable system 
can detect, in real time, live objects hidden behind walls from 
over 50 meters away. Besides security applications, it is 
relevant for search-and-rescue operations.

New lightweight communications satellite. Israel 
Aerospace Industries (IAI) revealed its new GEO Mini 
Communication Satellite at the International Astronautical 
Congress (IAC) expo in Dubai. It weighs only 700 kg, so it 
can be launched together in rideshares with other satellites, 
significantly reducing launch costs.

Safer public transportation. Israel’s Optibus has partnered 
with Israel’s GreenRoad to increase passenger safety and 
comfort. They aim to use historical road safety data (e.g. road 
and ride quality, collisions, injuries and driver behavior) early in 
the transportation network planning stage.

Eco-friendly cooling. Israel’s NAM Technology has 
developed Ecokor - a new cooling system that saves up to 
40% of electricity consumption and reduces emissions. Its 
innovative multi-cascade refrigeration works with the latest 
refrigerants. Ecokor can be installed in factories, warehouses, 
supermarkets and refrigerated trucks.  

Boosting crop yields in California. The robotic pollinator 
from Israel’s Edete Precision Technologies has increased 
yields by 24%, during a pilot trial at an 82-acre pistachio 
orchard in Sacramento, California. Edete plans to use the 
system on thousands of acres during the 2022 blooming 
season.
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The following are only some of the highlights 
of the GOOD NEWS FROM ISRAEL.

Submitted by Paul Antell

GOOD NEWS FROM ISRAEL

Do you want to stay up to date on what’s happening 
in Israel? You may want to subscribe to the free weekly 
newsletter: verygoodnewsisrael.blogspot.com. This 
provides an update on the latest medical news, science 
and technology, as well as the economy and business.



Enjoying A Good Read – While Having Coffee 
With Friends

As the cold air settles in and nesting becomes the 
norm, what could be better than 
curling up with a good book? Join us in 
February as we gather to discuss this 
year’s community read “A Play for the 
End of the World” by Jai Chakrabarti. 
As described by Amazon, the book is “A 
dazzling debut novel—set in early 1970’s 
New York and rural India—the story of a 
turbulent, unlikely romance, a harrowing 
account of the lasting horrors of the Second World 
War, and a searing examination of one man’s search for 
forgiveness and acceptance.

New York City, 1972 - Jaryk Smith, a survivor of the Warsaw 
Ghetto, and Lucy Gardner, a southerner, newly arrived in 
the city, are in the first bloom of love when they receive 
word that Jaryk’s oldest friend has died under mysterious 
circumstances in a rural village in eastern India. Travelling 
there alone to collect his friend’s ashes, Jaryk soon finds 
himself enmeshed in the chaos of local politics and efforts to 
stage a play in protest against the government—the same 
play that he performed as a child in Warsaw as an act of 
resistance against the Nazis. Torn between the survivor’s 
guilt he has carried for decades and his feelings for Lucy 
(who, unbeknownst to him, is pregnant with his child), Jaryk 
must decide how to honor both the past and the present, and 
how to accept a happiness he is not sure he deserves. 
  
“An unforgettable love story, a provocative exploration of the 
role of art in times of political upheaval, and a deeply moving 
reminder of the power of the past to shape the present, A 
Play for the End of the World is a remarkable debut from an 
exciting new voice in fiction.”

The author Jai Chakrabarti will be at the Westport 
Library on Monday, March 7 for a program that will 
also be available remotely. Additional information to 
follow.

Other interesting reads – “We Share the Same 
Sky” by third generation survivor 
Rachael Cerrotti as she traces her 
grandmother’s footsteps from her 
native Czechoslovakia to Denmark to 
escape the German army. An Apple 
best book selection for the month of 
August.

“In 2009, Rachael Cerrotti, a college student pursuing a 
career in photojournalism, asked her grandmother, Hana, 
if she could record her story. Rachael knew that her 
grandmother was a Holocaust survivor and the only one in 
her family alive at the end of the war. Rachael also knew that 
she survived because of the kindness of strangers. It wasn’t 
a secret. Hana spoke about her history publicly and regularly. 
But, Rachael wanted to document it as only a granddaughter 
could. So, that’s what they did: Hana talked and Rachael 
wrote.”

And “Beautiful Country – a Memoir” by Qian Julie 
Wang, A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF THE 
YEAR. This is a moving story of an undocumented child 
living in poverty in the richest country in the world. 

“In Chinese, the word for America, Mei Guo, translates 
directly to “beautiful country.” Yet when seven-year-old 
Qian arrives in New York City in 1994 full of curiosity, she is 
overwhelmed by crushing fear and scarcity. In China, Qian’s 
parents were professors; in America, her family is “illegal” 
and it will require all the determination and small joys they 
can muster to survive”. 

“The Vixen- A Novel” by Francine Prose - Named 
one of the best books of the year by The 
Washington Post and Financial Times

“It’s 1953, and Simon Putnam, a recent Harvard graduate 
newly hired by a distinguished New York 
publishing firm, has entered a glittering 
world of three-martini lunches, exclusive 
literary parties, and old-money aristocrats in 
exquisitely tailored suits, a far cry from his 
loving, middle-class Jewish family in Coney 
Island.

But Simon’s first assignment—editing The 
Vixen, the Patriot and the Fanatic, a lurid bodice-ripper 
improbably based on the recent trial and execution of Ethel 
and Julius Rosenberg, a potboiler intended to shore up 
the firm’s failing finances—makes him question the cost of 
admission. Because Simon has a secret that, at the height 
of the Red Scare and the McCarthy hearings, he cannot 
reveal: his beloved mother was a childhood friend of Ethel 
Rosenberg’s. His parents mourn Ethel’s death.”

Everyone is welcome to join in as we discuss these and 
other books. Please email margeryv@optonline.net to 
have your name added to the group. Hope to see you 
at our next gathering! 
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BOOK GROUP
Submitted by Margery Verlezza
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TALMUD TORAH
Submitted by Beth Tepper, Director of Education BTTT

What fun the Talmud Torah students are having! Our 
teachers and the support staff make lessons come alive 
through music, art and a love of learning.

Giving back to our community through mitzvot and 
tzedakah are  our continued core principles.  Our 
yeladeem have written notes, sent cards and held 
a holiday can drive thus far this year. Hanukkah 
creations made the classrooms explode with 
excitement…thanks to some using our noodles 
(pool noodles!) to make a lovely home Hannukiah 
(Menorah) and decorations to bring the light of joy 
and create holiday fun.  Each class celebrated with 
song, food and festivity. We even had a recycled 

material Menorah contest..shout out to  Julianne, 
Jonathan and Izzy.for their winning entries.

Our hearts were so full of happiness as the Talmud 
Torah students celebrated a Shabbat together while 
leading services on December 10. A special thank 
you to Rabbi Amanda for leading the students and 
delivering a meaningful D’var Torah. If you tuned in 
or joined us live, it was a proud night for all.

Stay tuned for more exciting news….

Be safe and continue with good health!

nOURish BRIDGEPORT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
 Food Pantry - Monday & Wednesdays 
o Shift 1 - 10:30 to 2:00 PM - help needed organizing/preparing coats/food and   
 diapers for distribution 
o Shift 2 - 2:00 to 6:00 PM - help needed organizing /distributing coats/food / 
 diapers 
 Feel The Warmth Meals - To- Go - Thursdays  
o Shift 1 - 3:00 to 6:00 PM - assist with meal preparation in the kitchen
o Shift 2 - 5:45 to 7:30 PM - meet at 2200 North Ave and car pool to the  
 Harrison Apartments, 651 State Street (on the corner of Park Ave. and State  
 Street in Bridgeport)
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Ethel and Ed Elson were dedicated to 
Congregation B’nai Torah and expressed that 
dedication through the love of their fellow 
congregants. Their legacy will be remembered 
with the Ethel and Ed Elson Memorial Shiva 
Meal Fund, whose purpose is to provide meals for 
bereaved families. Our community is joined by 
togetherness. We celebrate together and, too, we 
share grief. A simple, yet essential truth the Elsons 
understood well. This fund joins our community 
in a time when we are needed the most. 

Members can contribute funds on an ongoing 
basis to provide Kosher meals for families 
during the difficult times of Shiva. An advisory 
committee has been established to help build and 
facilitate this effort. You can make a financial 
contribution now to the The Ethel and Ed Elson 
Memorial Shiva Meal Fund by visiting our 
DONATE page on the B’nai Torah website. 
Please designate the fund when prompted. If you 
have questions, please contact Rabbi Colin.  

THE ETHEL AND ED ELSON MEMORIAL SHIVA MEAL FUND

bnaitorahct.org

CARDS SENT BY RABBI COLIN AND THE CONGREGATION
Charlotte Zeitz on the passing of husband Fred

Beth Flavin on the Bat Mitzvah of her daughter Meira

Boris and Miri Goldman on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter Rebecca

Cheryl Elliot on passing of mother Adele Leventhal

Debbie Leventhal on passing of mother Adele Leventhal

Beth (Hal) Schwartz on passing of mother Arlene Rosenberg

Irene (Alfred) Glazer on passing of mother Arlene Rosenberg

Martin Rosenberg on passing of wife Arlene Rosenberg

Andrew (Kerri) Kanik on passing of mother Phyllis Kanik

Les & Jill Makaron on the birth of grandson Asher Julian Wien Makaron

Irina & Arkadiy Belousov on the birth of their grandson

Jacob (Beth) Tepper on passing of father Binyamin Tepper

Get well to Kenneth Blumberg

Beverly and Michael Fein on the birth of their grandson, Eitan Samuel

Joshua and Michal Fein on the birth of their son Eitan Samuel

Mira and Jonathan Jaekle on the birth of their daughter Shayna Leah
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Did you know our gift card fundraiser has a feature in which you can order gift cards 
in the RaiseRight app to be sent to you at home? Also, on the www.shopwithscrip.com 
website you can have e-Cards emailed directly to yourself or a recipient as a gift, it is so 
easy.

If you do not already have an account set up for www.shopwithscrip.com you will need 
the B’nai Torah fundraiser code, please email the office for this. If you have any questions 
please also feel free to contact the office.

You have 3 options for purchasing gift cards for yourself and as gifts:
1. Physical gift cards shipped directly to your home using the RaiseRight app. (available 
in the Apple or Google app stores) 

2. e-Gift cards emailed to you, or someone else as a gift, using www.shopwithscrip.com 
(can be delivered immediately or scheduled) 

3. Gift cards to be picked up at the B’nai Torah office. (Must be prepaid and picked up on 
a limited schedule)

e-Gift cards to send as gifts are not available in the app, and physical cards to send to 
your home are not available on the website.  You can purchase both ways using the same 
username/password, they are connected as one account.

Want to help make a difference while you shop in the Amazon app, at no extra cost 
to you? Simply follow the instructions below to select "Congregation B'nai Torah" 
as your charity and activate AmazonSmile in the app. They'll donate a portion of 

your eligible mobile app purchases to us.
How it works: 
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone 
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on "AmazonSmile" within Programs & Features 
3. Select "Congregation B'nai Torah" as your charity 
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate AmazonSmile in the mobile app



FORMATTING FOR CARDS SENT:

Scott and Sheila Charmoy in honor of their daughter Monica’s Bat Mitzvah

Michael (Sara) Hevenstone in memory of his mother Judy Hevenstone

Bob (Elyse) Schneider-Speedy recovery

David and Kim Hochman, mazel tov on the graduation of David from high school and 
going to Central CT State College
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DONATIONS

Youth Education Fund
To Amanda Wendt in honor of being named 
Mitzvah Hero, from Amy Collins

B’nai Torah Service Recognition 
Fund

To Amanda and the Wendt Family in honor 
of Amanda being named Mitzah Hero, from 
Rabbis Colin and Amanda Brodie

Cornerstone Building Fund
Yahrzeit of Alan Freedman, from Stanley 

Silverstein and Jane Smiley
Yahrzeit of Tserna Yaffe, from Joseph and 

Mary Steinfeld
Yahrzeit of Frances Cohen, from Manny and 

Gail Cohen
Yahrzeit of Betty Bader, from Ellen Klinger
Yahrzeit of Elissa Farber, from Nancy Wilkins
Yahrzeit of Dora Hourwitz, from Harold Batt
Yahrzeit of Esther Cogan, from Manny and 

Gail Cohen
Yahrzeit of Daniel Magoon, from Joseph and 

Mary Steinfeld
Yahrzeit of Stan Kaplin, from Eileen Kaplin
Yahrzeit of Sarah Popkin, from Allen and 

Judy Brand
Yahrzeits of David, Irving and Lorraine Ganz, 

from Barbara Thursz
Yahrzeits of Bernard Berkowitz and Rita 

Rosenblum, from Bill Berkowitz
Yahrzeits of Martin Grant, Ruth Grant and 

Diane Levine, from Linda Grant
Yahrzeits of Anna and Walter Weiss, Carol 

Midgen and Jules Midgen, from Stanley 
Silverstein and Jane Smiley

In memory of Harvey Dworken, from Carol 
Dworken 

To Amanda Wendt in honor of being 
named Mitzvah Hero, from Barry and Robin 
Magilnick, Jon and Linda Schulman

Donation from Michael Rosnick
To Ken Blumberg, wishing you a speedy 

recovery, from Robert and Debbie Velthuizen
To Andrew (Kerri) Kanik in memory of 

Phyllis Kanik, from Robert and Debbie 
Velthuizen

To Ya’acov and Beth Tepper on the loss of 
Ya’acov’s father Binyamin Tepper, from Dan 
and Rachael Maly

In memory of Adele Leventhal, beloved 
mother & grandmother, from Jon and Linda 
Schulman, Robert and Debbie Velthuizen, 
Sharon Resnick

Nursery School Enrichment Fund
In honor of Jill and Les Makaron becoming 

grandparents
To Fred Knopf in appreciation for your 

assistance with arrangements for my mom, 
from Deb Berkowitz

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Donation from Marilynn Rosenberg
Donation from Carl and Tammy Shapiro
Donation to the Robert and Sophia Mitchel 

Memorial Fund
Yahrzeits of Rae Green, Charlotte Green and 

Morris Green, from David and Barbara Green
Rabbi Colin, Thank you for making Rebecca’s 

Bat Mitzvah and her preparation such a fun 
experience for her, from the Goldmans

To Ya’acov and Beth Tepper on the loss of 
Ya’acov’s father Binyamin Tepper, from Susan, 
Jim, Jennifer and Alec Hersch



FORMATTING FOR CARDS SENT:

Scott and Sheila Charmoy in honor of their daughter Monica’s Bat Mitzvah

Michael (Sara) Hevenstone in memory of his mother Judy Hevenstone

Bob (Elyse) Schneider-Speedy recovery

David and Kim Hochman, mazel tov on the graduation of David from high school and 
going to Central CT State College
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If you would like to make a donation to one of our funds for a simcha or memorial, you 
may easily do so through your Shul Cloud account or please send: 

Congregation B’nai Torah 
5700 Main Street

Trumbull, CT 06611
Attention: Donations 

(Please include a note with the fund and reason.)

DONATIONS
To Martin Rosenberg, Beth (Hal) Schwartz, 

Irene (Alfred) Glazer and families in memory 
of Arlene Rosenberg, from Mark Caplan, 
Steve and Penny Chetcuti, Jeffrey and 
Charlotte Denenberg, Sam and Cheryl Green, 
James and Lisa Greenberg, Arin and Dayna 
Hayden, Sy and Roberta Hirsch, Infinity 
Logistics International, INC., Ed and Susan 
Jewsbury, Charles and Diane Lombardi, 
Richard and Amy Noren, Martin and Claudia 
Prager, Roanoke Insurance Group, Marilynn 
Rosenberg, Stuart and Gerri Schloss, Jon and 
Linda Schulman, Stanley Silverstein and Jane 
Smiley, Robert and Debbie Velthuizen, Peter 
and Margery Verlezza, the Wendt family, 
Martin and Hinda Wolf, Jeff and Judy Zakim

In memory of Adele Leventhal, beloved 
mother & grandmother, from Sy and Roberta 
Hirsch

Ritual Fund
Yahrzeit of Allan Berger, beloved husband, 

father and grandfather, from Ellie Berger
Yahrzeits of the Berger family, Etta, Ike and 

Susan B. Jennings, from Ellie Berger
Yahrzeits of the Holtz family, Aaron, Faye 

and Bruce, from Ellie Berger
Yahrzeits from Igor and Wendy Heitlinger
In memory of Fred Zeitz, from Sy and 

Roberta Hirsch
In memory of Bernard Levy, Samuel & 

Freida Fisher, from Ronna and Edward Fisher

Talmud Torah Fund
Yahrzeits of Ralph and Bea Korff, from Al 

and Lillian Schlager
To Ya’acov and Beth Tepper on the loss of 

Ya’acov’s father Binyamin Tepper, from Irwin 
and Beverly Peck, Arin and Dayna Hayden, Sy 
and Roberta Hirsch, Jon and Linda Schulman, 
Frank and Amanda Wendt

To the Jaekle and Rosen family on the 
arrival of Shayna Leah Jaekle, from Frank and 
Amanda Wendt

Temple Beth Shalom Library Fund
Thank you for streaming the recent services 

allowing us to “attend” Yizkor from our home. 
It was much appreciated. Pam & Harold 
Berenson

The Ethel and Ed Elson Memorial 
Shiva Meal Fund

In honor of Amanda Wendt, the B’nai Torah 
Mitzvah Hero for 2021, from Ellie Berger

In honor of the birth of Etan Samuel, son of 
Michal and Josh Fein, from Peter and Margery 
Verlezza

Donation from Michael and Laura Petshaft


