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It is a season for counting. On the second night of Passover, we 
began the counting of the Omer which culminates on the 49th 
day with the holiday of Shavuot – the holiday when we celebrate 
Matan Torah – the Giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai. There were 
two tablets of the 10 Commandments – and Moses brought the 
commandments down from Mount Sinai twice…

In this season of COVID, we have been surrounded by other forms 
of counting including daily counts of COVID hospitalizations 
and COVID deaths. But more recently, we celebrate daily reports 
of number of people who are vaccinated!  And we can watch the 
decline in diagnoses through the daily counts as well.

At this time of year, I glory in counting the additional minutes of 
sunshine as spring has arrived and the days are getting longer.  I note 
the green blades of grass, the numbers of trees budding, crocuses 
and daffodils blooming and the Continued on page 2
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CO-PRESIDENT CONTINUED
increased time that we are able to spend out of doors 
with friends and family.

At B’nai Torah, we are excited to be counting some 
other new developments.  We were successful in 
receiving the Paycheck Protection Plan twice! This has 
helped us dramatically during the COVID recession in 
keeping the synagogue functioning and in our ability 
to plan for the future. This year we also can count that 
we successfully collected more than 200 containers of 
deodorant in the fall and recently, more than 250 bottles 
of grape juice for the Schoke Jewish Family Service 
prior to Passover. Thank you to all who participated to 
support those in need!

Among our most recent successes has been our 
newly developed collaboration with Congregation 
Beth El of Fairfield. So far, we have held five very 
successful collaborative programs that appeal across the 
demographics of both synagogues.  We have enjoyed a 
joint Tu Bishvat seder led by Rabbi Colin with special 
guest environmental advocate Laura Cahn, a wonderful 
adult education program provided by Rabbi Colin 
and Rabbi Marcelo Kormis about the future of Jewish 
life following the pandemic, a wildly successful joint 
Talmud Torah Purim program held at the Beardsley 
Zoo, a Passover Escape room 
activity and a series of three on-line 
collaborative Passover Seders.  And 
we are just beginning!  Thank you 
to all of you who have participated 
so far. We are excited that this 
collaboration is continuing and 
building.  The presidents of both 
synagogues are meeting regularly; 
we have a team of members from 
both shuls who are meeting to 
create a series of collaborative 
programs that will engage members 
of all age groups, and we will 
have some additional committees 
to work on collaborative social 
action programming and Israel 
programming. We are in the 
beginning stages of planning for 
a combined Israel trip for some 

time in 2022 – stay tuned for a survey to explore your 
interest in this. It is an exciting time.  This collaboration 
is adding to the vibrancy of both synagogues and both 
congregations.

We are counting the days until we are able to be together 
again. The synagogue’s reopening committee has begun 
to meet to consider how and when to reopen and what 
we will need to do to keep everyone safe.

And finally, we are looking forward to another 
wonderful celebration of counting at B’nai Torah. On 
Sunday, June 13, we will join together for a celebration 
of Rabbi Colin Brodie.  This year, Rabbi Colin marks 
his 18th – Chai – year as our Rabbi, and 25 years as a 
rabbi!  A committee co-chaired by Anita Rosnick and 
Linda Schulman is hard at work planning for a multi-
part festival that will include some drive-by activities 
and a Virtual Zoom Gala. You will be hearing more 
from the Celebration committee, but please Save the 
Date – June 13th!  What a blessing to count both a 
Chai celebration and Silver anniversary for our beloved 
Rabbi!

May we all be privileged to continue to count our 
blessings together. 
B’Shalom,
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Submitted by Joan Watnick, Director
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NEWS FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL

A big thank you goes to everyone at Congregation 
B'nai Torah who has enabled our Nursery School to 
proceed safely with in person classes this year.  Being 
back in school has had such a positive impact on 
the children and their families and, frankly, on the 
teachers as well. It's good to be back where we belong, 
witnessing growth and enjoyment.  The children 
have gained so many novel experiences, socializing 
opportunities, and self sufficiency competencies in our 
setting.

The presidents ensured that PPE was present and that 
our support staff was available to us. Deno has been a 
tremendous in person support while Robin continues 
to support us remotely.  Rabbi arranges his schedule 

with the children's well being in mind and we have 
been very careful to schedule all necessary repairs and 
service calls when the children are not present.   

It has taken a village to make this work and we greatly 
appreciate it.

We are so happy to have new and secure shades 
installed in our nursery school classrooms. This was 
made possible through the security grant for which 
Nursery School qualified.  Thank you to Robin 
Magilnick  for helping with the grant application 
process and Jeff Levi for helping with implerthmenting 
these security upgrades.

Registration is open for B'nai Torah 
Nursery School Summer Camp

June 21 - August 13

Purim &Passover
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B’NAI MITZVAH 

Jakob will have the honor of being 
called to the Torah for his Bar 
Mitzvah. Jakob is in seventh grade 
at Oxford Middle School. During 
the pandemic, he has maintained 
high honors every marking period 
while helping his brothers navigate 
their virtual learning environment. 
Jakob enjoys playing football, 
swimming, golf, playing the violin 

and trombone, and spending time 
with his family and Emmy Layla, 
the family’s Australian Cattle 
dog. Jakob aspires to become an 
engineer, specifically electrical and 
robotics. 

His family is very proud of the 
young man he is becoming. Mazel 
Tov!

Jakob Knepler
May 28-29

It has been great to see how many members have 
been using the BTCloud to access their accounts for 
making payments and donations.  I also appreciate 
seeing that many of you are even using it to update 
things like your emails, phone numbers and mailing 
addresses.  When you do update your contact 
information, please email me: office@bnaitorahct.org 
to assure our records are accurate.

Our 5782 / 2021-2022 calendar update 
forms will be going out via email 
within the next few weeks.  When this 
email arrives, please let me know if 
you would like to have these listings 
renewed.  We no longer roll over 
listings year to year.  This is also the 
time to make additions to your listed 
birthdays, anniversaries, yahrzeits and 
New Year’s greeting.

Talmud Torah registration 
forms will also be sent 
out shortly, please make 
any updates and return 
them to me as soon as 
possible.

FROM THE OFFICE
Submitted by Robin Magilnick, Office Manager
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B’NAI MITZVAH 
Leni is a bright seventh grader at 
Tomlinson Middle School in Fairfield. 
She lives with her Mema Sandy 
and her two dogs Bette Davis and 
Albie. Leni embodies all the greatest 
qualities of her mother Ilene Young 
and father Donald Charrette. She is 
kind, strong, tenacious, a leader and 
role model, energetic, has a strong 
sense of community and is always a 
light in this world, even in the face of 
a pandemic. 

Leni has loved B’nai Torah since she 
was old enough to attend Sunday 
school. It has become a second home 
with her classmates becoming her 
family. 

 Leni finds joy in every activity in 
which she participates including 
playing softball, putting on makeup, 
cooking dinner, playing the piano 
or learning a new dance on Tik Tok. 
She also loves her summer activities 
and looks forward to participating in 
drama camp, art camp and overnight 
camp along with swimming and 
spending time with all the dogs in the 
neighborhood.

Leni’s zest for life and her ability to 
see the good in everyone will serve 
her well into her adulthood. We are 
so proud of the young woman you are 
becoming.

Leni Charette
June  4 -5

Jacob Becker is the beloved 
son of Lisa Becker and the late 
William “Bill” Becker. He is the 
youngest brother to Joshua, Dovid, 
Benjamin, Sarah and Zachary. 
Jacob is also the fun uncle to 
Adrianna, Aylen, Leia, Luke, Charlie 
Grace, Micaiah, Faith and Ezra. 
Jacob has lived in Trumbull for the 
last six years and is attending Ezra 
Academy for eighth grade and has 
chosen to attend Bi-Cultural Hebrew 
Academy Upper School in Stamford 
for high school. 

Jacob has had adversity in his life 
which has brought him early on 
to learn his passion, dance. Jacob 
has been a classically trained ballet 
student at Norwalk Metropolitan 
Youth Ballet since the age of seven. 
It has been a tremendous outlet and 

voice for him for the last six plus 
years. His goal is to one day earn a 
spot in a ballet company and dance as 
his career. Jacob works and devotes 
many hard hours of the week and 
weekend to achieve this dream. 

In the spare time that Jacob has, 
he enjoys Dungeons and Dragons, 
drawing, reading, anime and anything 
outdoors such as riding his bike, 
playing golf and skateboarding. 
He loves art in many mediums and 
enjoys museums, Broadway and 
attending ballets. Jacob’s mitzvah 
project is still under construction 
at this time but his intention and 
goal are to make Breast Cancer, 
specifically Male Breast Cancer, his 
focus. This he does both in honor and 
in memory of the father he had little 
time to know but loves deeply.

Jacob Becker
June  11-12



MEDICAL ACHIEVEMENTS 
AI monitors progress of Covid patients. Israel’s Zebra 
Medical has previously adapted its AI imaging analysis 
platform to detect Covid-19 infection in the lungs. Now 
it can chart Covid-19 as it progresses in the lungs to help 
decide if the patient needs the ICU, a ventilator or can be 
discharged.

Ventilators for California. Israel’s Inovytec is 
providing 1,500 of its advanced portable Ventway 
Sparrow turbine mobile ventilators to California 
hospitals. The ventilators are lightweight, durable, 
affordable, low maintenance and enable invasive and 
non-invasive ventilation for adults and children.

3D-printing to repair spinal cords. Israel’s Matricelf 
has extended its 3D-printing platform for tissues 
and organs to producing spinal cord implants. The 
patient’s own cells are re-engineered into stem cells and 
eventually into a spinal tissue implant that isn’t rejected. 
Human trials are planned to begin in 2023.

Monitoring coma patients. Israel’s BrainWatch Tech is 
developing a device that will continuously check a coma 
patient’s pupils for their reactions to light stimulus. 
Over a million patients suffer severe brain injury each 
year. Reaction to light signifies brain stem activity. No 
response suggests urgent medication or surgery need.

Benefits of a Green MED diet. A study by researchers 
at Israel’s Ben Gurion University found that a Green 
Mediterranean (MED) diet reduced hepatic fat by 39%. 
This compared to 20% for the traditional MED diet and 
12% for a regular healthy diet. The diet can prevent fatty 
liver disease, diabetes and heart disease.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
Covid spit test for students. Students seen spitting at 
Israel’s Technion Institute are not protesting. Technion 
scientists have developed NaorCov19 - a saliva self-test 
that can verify Covid-19 infections in just one minute. It 
can help prevent outbreaks in student dorms and allow 
facilities to reopen sooner.

Breath test 
is 98% 
accurate. 
Israel’s 
Scentech 
Medical 
has completed trials on 
individuals at Israel’s Assaf Harofeh 
Medical Center of its 10-second Covid-19 breath test. 
The results displayed seconds later were 98% accurate 
– much better and faster than standard PCR-based swab 
tests.

A robot that can hear. Israeli zoologists and scientists 
at Tel Aviv University have developed an “Ear-on-a-
Chip” that will allow robots to hear. The breakthrough in 
robot sensing may eventually include vision, smell etc. 
Applications could include searching for explosives or 
survivors buried in collapsed buildings.

Taking control when things go wrong. Israel’s 
Phantom Auto has developed a call center for self-
driving vehicles, where a remote operator can take 
control and drive if a problem arises. Uber-owned 
Postmates uses the Phantom Auto system in California 
for its meal delivery robots.

5 minutes to charge an electric car. Israel’s StoreDot 
has developed the world’s first electric car battery that 
can be fully charged in 5 minutes. 1,000 of the batteries 
have been manufactured in China by German firm Eve 
Systems, for showcasing the technology to carmakers 
and other companies.

3D testimony from survivors. Israeli non-profit NeVer 
Again VR is crowdfunding its project to record the 
testimony of survivors of the Shoah (Holocaust). They 
are using volumetric video by Israel’s Tetavi to produce 
lifelike holograms and keep the message of the survivors 
“alive” forever.

SPRING 2021

The following are only some of the highlights 
of the GOOD NEWS FROM ISRAEL.

Submitted by Paul Antell
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GOOD NEWS FROM ISRAEL

Do you want to stay up to date on what’s happening 
in Israel? You may want to subscribe to the free weekly 
newsletter: verygoodnewsisrael.blogspot.com. This 
provides an update on the latest medical news, science 
and technology, as well as the economy and business.
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Thomas Jefferson wrote, “It is in our lives and not our 
words, that our religion must be read.” Jeff Levi is 
the embodiment of those words. Congregation B’nai 
Torah is delighted to honor long-time member Jeff 
Levi with the 2020 Mitzvah Hero Award. Jeff is a 
brilliant and multi-talented leader and an exceptional 
team member. Jeff is the definition of a Mensch. He 
is generous and caring, approachable, thoughtful and 
collaborative. Everyone needs someone like Jeff on 
their team – he gets things done.

Jeff grew up at B’nai Torah and has been an integral 
member of our community for many years. A regular 
shulgoer and our “tech wizard”, Jeff is always 
available to lend a hand or a listening ear and to share 

his wisdom and his common sense.  He has 
undertaken a variety of roles over the years 
– currently as Treasurer of our Trustees and 
Chair of our Security Committee. He served 
as Co-President from 2010 -2013, a period of 
tremendous growth and engagement at B’nai 
Torah and worked to improve our efficiency and 
financial stability as well as the visibility of B’nai 
Torah. He spent many years as Vice President 
of House and probably understands the inner 
workings of our facilities better than anyone. 
There is no area of B’nai Torah that Jeff has not 
touched – including our roof! When something 
needs doing at B’nai Torah – who are you going to 
call? Jeff Levi!

Jeff is an incredible asset to B’nai Torah. He is 
loved and respected by all, and is at the top of 
the list of people to call when a new project is 
being contemplated or when help is needed. The 
number of hours that Jeff puts in behind the scenes 
for the benefit of our members is immeasurable, 

and often without any acknowledgment. During our 
livestreamed Hanukiyah lighting, the Levis were 
honored with lighting our outdoor Hanukiyah. At that 
time Jeff was asked if he was suffering from B’nai 
Torah COVID withdrawal syndrome. He just smiled 
with his usual warmth. In spite of the pandemic, Jeff 
probably spends more time at B’nai Torah than at his 
home, because he is consistently either arranging for 
something at B’nai Torah, or fixing it himself.

Jeff and his wife Terri are pillars of our community 
and role models to congregants both new and veteran. 
It is a pleasure to recognize Jeff Levi as this year’s 
B’nai Torah Mitzvah Hero.

Hazak Hazak Jeff! May you go from strength to 
strength!

Updated B’nai Torah calendar information forms for 
5782/2021-2022 will be going out soon via e-mail.  Please 
check your spam/junk folders for e-mails from B’nai Torah.

MITZVAH HERO-JEFF LEVI



B’nai Torah Books & Bagels

Enjoying a good read – while having coffee with 
friends

Brrr … it has been a cold winter! What’s more 
comforting than snuggling up with a good book? 
Speaking of which, over the past several months, 
we’ve had a wonderful selection of books to read and 
review with members of our B’nai Torah Book Club.

In December, we discussed Bess Kalb’s memoir 
“Nobody Will Tell You This But Me: A True (as Told 
to Me) Story”. This book helped bring back memories 
of the relationship you might have had with your own 
mother or grandmother! Following our internal virtual 
discussion, we had the opportunity to meet Bess Kalb 
as she spoke to our community in a virtual session, as 
part of the Federation’s Behind the Pages series. 

In January, we read and discussed Jason Rosenthal’s 
memoir “My Wife Said You May Want to Marry Me: 
A Memoir”.  This book was in response to his late 

wife, Amy, whose well known NYT article “You 
Might Want to Marry My Husband” was written 
during the last days of her life. This meeting was 
followed up by a zoom session with Jason Rosenthal, 
also part of Federation’s Behind the Pages series.  

In February, we switched gears and took on the 
historic fictional novel “The Book of Longings” by 
Sue Monk Kidd. The book presented the proposition 
of what life would be like for the woman married to 
Jesus. It was a most interesting, well researched study 
of life in those times, as well as the life of a strong, 
educated woman. 

In March, we discussed another historic fictional 
selection, “The Girl from Berlin” by Ronald Balson. 
This winner of the National Jewish Book Award for 
2018 is a fascinating story of resilience, told in dual 
times. 

We would love to have you join us for future book 
reviews. Please email margeryv@optonline.net to 
have your name added to the group. 
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EVENTS
Submitted by Margery Verlezza

B’NAI TORAH BOOKS & BAGELS — Sunday Apr 25, 11am 

Let’s get Reading and Discussing  

To sign up for the book discussion contact Margery at margeryv@optonline.net 

Apeirogon  is available at Amazon, Barnes & Noble and your local library. 

 

Colum McCann — Apeirogon 
This novel published in 2020 explores the conflict in the 

Middle East. It follows the story of two men who both lost 
a daughter. One is Palestinian, the other Israeli.   

This novel, divided into 1,001 fragmentary chapters — a 
number alluding to “The Thousand and One Arabian 

Nights” — reflects the infinite complications that underlie 
the girls’ deaths, and the unending grief that follows.  

  

 



Binky Patrol is an organization that donates 
handmade blankets to children and teens who are in 
hospitals, have a chronic illness, or have undergone 
trauma (house fire, losing a family member or friend, 
homelessness).  Most people make fleece blankets 
using a fairly simple cut-and-tie method but crocheted 
and knit blankets are also welcome.

For the fleece blankets, JoAnn Fabrics sells sets 
of fleece (1 solid, 1 pattern) that are already the 
correct size (approximately 48”) for a child/teen. 
Or you can purchase fleece by the yard from 
JoAnn Fabrics or Walmart.  Please purchase 1.5 
yards each of a pattern and a solid, that is the 
correct size for a child/teen.

Prefer to crochet or knit blankets? Binky Patrol 
will take those too!  Sizes can range from 24 
inches for a preemie, to a larger size for a teen. 
Please use machine washable yarn. Any patterns 
are acceptable.

For the fleece blankets we recommend you watch 
the short tutorial video by Amy and Sarah Broad 
on the BT YouTube page: 
https://youtu.be/H3BqoBFV-Rs

Fleece and/or monetary donations are always 
appreciated if you prefer not to make the blankets 
yourself.

Binky Patrol of Southern CT website: 
https://binkypatrol.org/page.cfm?name=ct_malgioglio
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BINKY BLANKETS
Submitted by Amy Broad

Support B’nai Torah while you shop at
Ask a board member or call the office at 203-268-6940 for 

more information regarding the 
smile.amazon.com fundraiser.

Warm Welcome To  
Our New Families

On behalf of the Membership Committee and the entire congregation,we would like to officially 
welcome our new members. We are looking forward to getting to know them better and to 

celebrating many holidays, simchas and social events together in the years to come.

Russell and Robin Friedson

Ted and Judy Schneider and 
grandson Jaden

Richard and Gayle Judson Frohwith Dana Smart

Beth Flavin 
Kendall, Aldyn, Brielle and Meira
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EARTH DAY-APRIL 22
Submitted by Laura Cahn

EVERY DAY IS EARTH DAY

As the 50th anniversary of Earth Day - April 22, 2020 - 
approached, I wanted to celebrate with everyone, and 
not just on that day. So, with help from my daughter, 
Madeleine, I composed a list of resource-saving 
actions anyone can try. I call it my pledge to Change 
One Thing and Save The Planet. Even if you have 
already perused my list, look at it now. Add your own 
suggestions. Share your plan.  Encourage everyone to 
take part. We mark the 51st anniversary of Earth Day 
this month. Why do we need Earth Day? Because we 
have not been treating each day as an Earth Day, and it 
is time to start repairing the damage we have caused.

My motto for 2021: USE LESS.  REUSE 
MORE.  DISPOSE OF WASTE IN THE MOST 
ENVIRONMENTALLY-FRIENDLY WAY 
POSSIBLE.

We live in a time of choices. Consider eggs. They 
come in a variety of sizes and colors - and in a variety 
of packaging: cardboard, Styrofoam and clear plastic 
(known as clamshells). Until 1906, eggs were carried 
in baskets. In just over a century egg packaging has 
been transformed from sustainable, reusable containers 
to single-use plastic. Clamshells you put in your 
blue recycling bin will not be reused. Only 10% of 
plastic has ever been recycled - usually by heating it, 
which causes chemical off-gassing. On top of that, 
plastic clamshells are four times more expensive than 
cardboard egg cartons, and they are slippery and result 
in more broken eggs than other containers. Choose 
wisely. Buy your eggs in cardboard cartons. Then 
reuse them: for seed planters, craft projects, or your 
compost pile.  Or give them to someone who keeps 
laying hens. You might even receive some fresh eggs 
in return.

You can apply this reasoning to almost everything. 
Take laundry soap, for example: instead of plastic 
bottles of detergent (water and chemicals) or “pods,” 
choose powder in a cardboard box or soap berries or 
soap nuts in muslin bags; the latest in organic cleaning, 
as we learned from Emily Shufrin at our recent 2021: 

Year of Thinking Green discussion. Or tea; instead of 
boxes of individually wrapped, single-serving paper 
or plastic tea bags or “pods” – of which 10 billion are 
used every year - buy loose leaves in tins.

I compiled my list of sustainable suggestions before 
the pandemic.  By the time April 22, 2020 arrived 
most of us had been forced to adopt some of them: 
driving less, taking fewer airplane trips . . .  We have 
all experienced a life these past months unlike any we 
could have imagined.  Though it seems a few people 
had some inkling a pandemic would hit some time, 
they did not share their knowledge, and ignorance was 
bliss for the rest of us. Sort of parallels the lack of 
attention we were paying to the way we were treating 
our planet before the lockdown. Now that we have 
been restricted for so many months, we have gained 
a different perspective on everything: places we go, 
goods we buy, resources we consume, people who 
facilitate our lives. Adopt my motto as your own.  
Pledge to change one thing and save the planet and see 
how little it takes to make a difference.  To remind you 
of the contribution you are making to our future, put a 
pot of herbs on your kitchen windowsill. Add a bit of 
mint to your breakfast or parsley to your supper and 
taste the change.

Though none of us are ready to change everything, 
each of us should be willing to change at least one 
thing.  
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Change One Thing - Save The Planet
I pledge to change one thing to help save the planet. I will do the following (check one or more):        

Some suggestions to consider:

__ Carry reusable bags for purchases

__ Buy clothing made of organic materials (cotton, wool, silk, linen)

__ Buy used clothing

__ Hang clothes to dry

__ Switch to organic laundry soap (powder or soap nuts)

__ Air-dry hair

__ Use less makeup and/or hair products (dye, gel, mousse, etc.)

__ Use bar soap instead of liquid

__ Switch to organic dental floss instead of Teflon-coated floss

__ Store food in glass jars instead of buying plastic containers

__ Use waxed paper instead of plastic wrap

__ Use paper or fabric food storage bags, jars, or takeout containers instead of plastic bags

__ Use loose tea or coffee instead of individual servings in tea bags or pods

__ Buy local food/produce

__ Use pots and pans and bake ware without non-stick coating

__ Use dishwasher soap powder in a cardboard box instead of liquid in a plastic bottle

__ Make household cleaners from baking soda, vinegar, etc.

__ Use reusable utensils instead of disposable plastic

__ Compost plant-based food waste

__ Fertilize houseplants with egg shells

__ Water lawn/garden at dawn, and only when absolutely necessary

__ Stop using herbicides on lawn and garden

__ Use push-mower, rake, and shovel instead of power mower and leaf and snow blowers

__ Walk, ride a bike, or take public transportation instead of driving

__ Wash the car less often

__ Buy fewer new cars

__ Take one less airplane flight

__ My idea:  ___________________________________



ZOO-rim……..HAG SAMEACH TO ALLJ

What a wonderful way to spend a Hag together, in 
laughter, in joy and in-person!  Over 110 students and 
family members from both Congregation Beth El and 
B’nai Torah spent a chilly Sunday morning together 
learning and celebrating PURIM.

On a visit to the Beardsley Zoo, dressed in costumes, 
our students set out to learn about the Purim story.  
Each of the ten stations featured a different chapter and 
its highlights.   Each child walked away with a different 
important lesson, (thanks to our fabulous staff) and 
a treat!  Candy, toys, hamentashen, noisemakers and 
more…oh my!

A special thanks to the March Rabbi Rabbit who began 
the morning singing the first chapter of the Megillah.  

We made new friends, learned important lessons, saw 

great exhibits and were delighted that the sun stayed out 
until after we left.   

Wishing everyone a very healthy Haggim!
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TALMUD TORAH
Submitted by Beth Tepper, Director of Education BTTT

2021-2022/5782 
Talmud Torah 

registration forms 
will go out soon! 
Please send them  

back as soon as you can 
so we can plan for our 

new school year.



Ask B'nai Torah to help, and 
we will always answer the call. 
This was certainly the case when 
Schoke JFS asked us to help 
Jewish families in our community 
with collecting and donating 
Kosher for Passover grape juice. 
Tasked with providing 250 
bottles of grape juice, our Board 
and our community quickly 
sprung into action. In the weeks 
ahead of Pesach, B'nai Torah 
spread the word and set up three 
collection days so all members 
could add some bottles to their 
shopping lists and meet our goal 
of 250 bottles.

The line of cars and masked congregants kept coming 
for hours on a fine Sunday as volunteers from The 
Mensch Initiative managed a collection day at BT. In 
addition to dropping off grape juice, there were fond 
"hellos" and plenty of "so nice to see you in person" to 
go around. We collected boxes and bags of grape juice 

and filled up our main hallway. It also appears we 
emptied the shelves of the Trumbull Stop & Shop.

As Jews, as a community, and as B'nai Torah, giving is 
in our nature. All of us can feel a great sense of duty, 
pride and community knowing that our efforts have 
helped many Jewish families celebrate Pesach.   
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YOU CAN ALWAYS COUNT ON B’NAI TORAH
Submitted by Jeff Zakim

Congregation B’nai Torah recently received a letter 
from members of the CROP Hunger Walk executive 
board.  I’m happy to be a member of that board who is 
saying thank you B’nai Torah for raising $699.00.

Funds raised through Church World Service and our 
contributions are distributed through MAZON to 
serve vulnerable communities in the United States 
and Israel. In the Bridgeport area, contributions have 
helped many families struggling with food insecurity 
including, to name a few, Bridgeport Rescue Mission, 
King’s Pantry, Stratford Baptist Church, Operation 
Hope in Fairfield and Trumbull Social Services. 

We hope you will join us for an in person 47th Annual 
Bridgeport CROP Hunger Walk on Sunday, Oct. 
17, 2021 at Seaside Park as we continue to help end 
hunger one step at a time.

46TH ANNUAL CROP WALK
Submitted by Beverly Peck
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CARDS SENT BY RABBI COLIN AND THE CONGREGATION

Linda and Jon Schulman on the birth of their grandson Jordan

Susan (Robert) Deveau on the passing of her brother Ralph Frischstein

Kenneth Weiner on the passing of his mother Beverly Goldberg

Susan (Doug) Fink on the passing of her mother Phyllis Mankowitz

Robert Mankowitz on the passing of his mother Phyllis Mankowitz

Juliette (Mark) Zuckerman on the passing of her father Martin Steuer

Harold Batt on the passing of his wife Irma Batt

Anita (Hal) Rosnick on the passing of her mother Irma Batt

Chuck Batt on the passing of his mother Irma Batt

Jay (Barbara) Resnick on the passing of his mother Binny Resnick

Have you ever wanted to learn how to play the drums? 
Now there’s a video on the B’nai Torah YouTube 
page to get you started. Emily Broad is a sophomore 
at Marist College and avid drummer. She’s been 
drumming for about seven years and is currently 
drumming for the Marist Marching Band and the 
CT Hurricanes Drum Corps. She has also been the 
orchestra drummer for two musicals while in high 
school, as well as playing in both her high school 
marching band and at the Regional Center for the Arts 

magnet school. In 2019, she had the honor of playing 
snare drum at Carnegie Hall with a concert band from 
Albany, NY in a special Veteran’s Day concert. 

Emily has created a beginner drum lesson video which 
teaches some of the basics, like the parts of a drum 
set and how to hold the stick properly. She also gives 
step-by-step instructions on how to play a simple beat, 
using 2 different drums and cymbals simultaneously. 
Good luck!

Submitted by Amy Broad

FEEL THE BEAT, PART 1

https://youtu.be/p1y_9ho8g_A

Support B’nai Torah while you shop at
Ask a board member or call the office at 203-268-6940 

for more information regarding the 
smile.amazon.com fundraiser.



FORMATTING FOR CARDS SENT:

Scott and Sheila Charmoy in honor of their daughter Monica’s Bat Mitzvah

Michael (Sara) Hevenstone in memory of his mother Judy Hevenstone

Bob (Elyse) Schneider-Speedy recovery

David and Kim Hochman, mazel tov on the graduation of David from high school and 
going to Central CT State College
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DONATIONS
BT Service Recognition Fund

To Jeff Levi in honor of being named the B’nai 
Torah Mitzvah Hero, from Jon and Linda Schulman
Building Fund

To Jeff Levi in honor of being named the B’nai 
Torah Mitzvah Hero, from Sheryl and Steve Hersch

To Alan Frankel, a refuah shleimah, from Irwin 
and Beverly Peck

In memory of Irma Batt, from Ellie Berger
Cornerstone Building Fund

To Linda and Jon Schulman on the birth of their 
grandchild Jordan Schulman, from Peter and 
Margery Verlezza

To B’nai Torah for being a supportive community, 
from Richard and Margo Casados

To Barbara and Michael Gravitz and family in 
memory of their son Steven, from Sy and Roberta 
Hirsch

To Bill Berkowitz in memory of Rita Rosenblum, 
from Manny and Bonnie Lobel

To Betty Deutsch and family in memory of 
Andrew Deutsch, from Manny and Bonnie Lobel

To Lisa Rothman in memory of her mother, from 
Sy and Roberta Hirsch

To Ed and Susan Jewsbury on the engagement of 
their daughter Melissa, from Manny and Bonnie 
Lobel

Thank you to Mel Sicherman for donating a 
portion of her holiday boutique sales

Donation from Jeff and Judy Zakim
Donation from Micah S. and Karon Green 
Donation from Diane Fried
Donation from Anne Benton
Donation from the Hubbell Foundation matching 

gift program for 2019 volunteer hours of Scott 
Wurms

Donation for nursery school window blinds, from 
Jeff and Terri Levi

Yahrzeits of Diane Levine and Ruth Grant, from 
Linda Grant

Yahrzeit of Solomon Silberstein, from Stan 
Silverstein and Jane Smiley

Yahrzeit donation, from Al and Lillian Schlager

Yahrzeits of Nettie B. Blaustein and Morris Aaron 
Blaustein, from Beatrice Fried

Yahrzeit of Lenn Levi, from Marilyn Levi
Yahrzeit of Edward Wilkins, from Nancy Wilkins
Yahrzeit of sister, from Sally Melzer
Yahrzeit of Paula Ricks, from Alvin Zalowitz, 

Abby Kalotkin and Debra Champagne
Yahrzeit of parents, from Alan Frankel
Yahrzeit of Aron G. Goryn, from Jeffrey and 

Charlotte Denenberg
Yahrzeit of Frances Selden, from Leslie Frankel
Yahrzeit of Mark Levenson, from Richard and 

Gayle Frohwirth
Yahrzeit of Roger Klinger, from Ellen Klinger
Yahrzeit of Beatrice Barnett, from Manny and Gail 

Cohen
Yahrzeit of Morris Wigder, from Irma Wigder
Yahrzeits donation from Al and Lillian Schlager
Yahrzeit of Gerald Morgenstein, from Joseph and 

Mary Steinfeld
Yahrzeit of Paul Werner, from Harold and Laurel 

Fleger
To Harold Batt, Anita Rosnick, Chuck Batt and 

families in memory of Irma Batt, from Paul and 
Gale Antell, Richard and Leslie Breiman, Joel 
and Susan Broudy, Marc Broudy, Harriet & Jerry 
Busker, L. De Fusco and J. Chen-De Fusco, Jeffrey 
and Charlotte Denenberg, Bernice Dietz, Penny 
Gold, Miriam Goldberg, Eileen, Scott, Coleen, 
Cameron and Chris Rosnick and Katherin Kirby, 
Jeff and Terri Levi, Manny and Bonnie Lobel, Barry 
and Robin Magilnick, Craig Oshrin, Norman and 
Jo-Ann Otlin, Kimberly Ross,  Allan and Leslye 
Schaefer, Jon and Linda Schulman, Donald and 
Michele Sherer, Allan and Claire Shumofsky, Peter 
and Margery Verlezza, Marjorie Gillette Wolfe 

To Alan Frankel, get well wishes, from Bernice 
Dietz, Manny and Bonnie Lobel

To Paul Antell in honor of his 68th  Bar Mitzvah 
anniversary, from Jeffrey and Charlotte Denenberg, 
Sy and Roberta Hirsch, Manny and Bonnie Lobel

In memory of Phyllis Mankowitz, from Stacy 
Giglietti and Karen Sanger

To Ariel Fein in honor of receiving her PhD
To Jeff Levi in honor of being named the B’nai 
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Scott and Sheila Charmoy in honor of their daughter Monica’s Bat Mitzvah

Michael (Sara) Hevenstone in memory of his mother Judy Hevenstone

Bob (Elyse) Schneider-Speedy recovery

David and Kim Hochman, mazel tov on the graduation of David from high school and 
going to Central CT State College
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If you would like to make a donation to one of our funds for a simcha or memorial, you 
may easily do so through your Shul Cloud account or please send: 

Congregation B’nai Torah 
5700 Main Street

Trumbull, CT 06611
Attention: Donations 

(Please include a note with the fund and reason.)

Torah Mitzvah Hero, from Paul and Gale Antell, 
Ellie Berger, Lanny and Debbie Boles, Jeffrey and 
Charlotte Denenberg, Bernice Dietz, Sy and Roberta 
Hirsch, Stuart and Joy Lenett, Wendy, Blake, 
Michael, Rachel and Sarah Lenett, Manny and 
Bonnie Lobel, Donald Sherman, Richard and Joan 
Watnick, Jeff and Judy Zakim

To Roz Friedman and family in memory of 
Arthur Friedman, from John and Carol Ann Babina, 
Michael Borschel, Jeffrey and Charlotte Denenberg, 
Bernice Dietz, David Friedman, Jerald and Bonnie 
Friedman, Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Hillman and 
family, Paddy and Rebecca Jarit, Al and Alida 
Kleban, Manny and Bonnie Lobel, Dr. and Mrs. 
Robert Markowitz, the Rosenberg family, Abby 
Schine, Lawrence and Roberta Schulman

To Harvey Hevenstone, Michael Hevenstone, 
Beverly Peck and  families in memory of Judy 
Hevenstone from Bernice Dietz, Richard and Gayle 
Frohwirth, Helene and Ralph Green, Sy and Roberta 
Hirsch, Robert and Judith Jacobson, Eileen and 
Charles Tropiano, Jack and Gail Weintraub 

To Manny and Bonnie Lobel in memory of 
Seigfried Lobel, from Sy and Roberta Hirsch
Hesed Fund

In memory of Arthur Friedman, from Bari S. 
Dworken 
Nursery School Enrichment Fund

To Harvey Hevenstone, Michael Hevenstone, 
Beverly Peck and  families  in memory of Judy 
Hevenstone, from Manny and Bonnie Lobel
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

To Roz Friedman and family in memory of Arthur 
Friedman, from Les and Jill Makaron

To Linda and Jon Schulman on the birth of their 
grandchild Jordan Schulman, from Les and Jill 

Makaron
Donation to the Cindy Schwartz Memorial Fund, 

from Sandy Schwartz
To Rabbi Colin, thank you for the funeral service 

and Shiva for our Mom and Mema, Phyllis L. 
Mankowitz. We thank you for your support and 
guidance at this time. Sincerely, Susan, Douglas, 
Hannah & Ethan Fink and Robert & Diona 
Mankowitz.

To Jeff Levi in honor of being named the B’nai 
Torah Mitzvah Hero, from Elliott and Judy Rudnick

To Rabbi Colin, thank you for the funeral 
service of Judy Hevenstone, from Hazzan Steven 
Hevenstone

To Rabbi Colin, thank you for the funeral service 
of Judy Hevenstone, from Robin Gordon

Purim donation, from Richard and Gayle Judson 
Frowirth
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Allan Weiner Educational Fund

In memory of Beverly Goldberg, from Carole 
Fanslow, S. D. Quint, Square One Theatre Company 
Friends, the Stratford Women’s Club, Richard and 
Ann Ulrich,  David & Sharyn Weiner
Ritual-Prayer Book

To Jeff Levi in honor of receiving the Mitzvah 
Hero Award, from Marilyn Levi
Talmud Torah Fund

Yahrzeit of Ludvic Fleger, from Harold and Laurel 
Fleger

Donation from Kyle and Jessica Preman
The Ed and Ethel Elson Shiva Memorial 
Meal Fund

In memory of Phyllis Mankowitz, from Ed and 
Susan Jewsbury, Frank and Amanda Wendt

In honor of Sara Elson Glick and Laura Elson 
Petshaft on the 46th anniversary of their Bat 
Mitzvah (Parashat Vayikra). 

DONATIONS


