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It is hard to believe that it has 
only been a couple of months since 
the three of us took on the role of 
Tri-Presidents of B’nai Torah.  
Thank you for putting your trust 
in us to lead this very important 

organization. First, let me introduce you to your new 
presidents – a little bit about each of us:

Beverly Fein (me!) – In my 
professional life, I am a professor 
of physical therapy at Sacred Heart 
University where I teach content 
related to managing medically 
complex patients and direct our 
clinical education program. In the 
Jewish community, I have had 

leadership roles in the Jewish Federation, in Merkaz 
– the Community Hebrew High School, at Ezra 
Academy and at B’nai Torah. With husband Michael 
who is a podiatrist practicing in Bethel, we have been 
members of BT for 30 years. We enjoy traveling, 
reading and spending time with our family: son Josh, 
his wife Michal and grandchildren Binyamin and 
Tamar, and daughter Ariel and her husband Rabbi 
Simeon Cohen. 

Fred Knopf — Fred is the 
General Counsel of National 
Holdings, a financial services 
and investment banking firm in 
New York. He is also affiliated 
with an Atlanta-based law firm 
specializing in securities litigation.  
Fred is a life-long member of BT 

and his parents were among the Shul’s founding 
members. Fred and his wife, Lisa, who runs her 

own law practice in Stratford, live in Milford. Fred 
formerly was the Chairman of the Easton Board of 
Finance and Lisa sits on the Merkaz board and has 
served on the boards of charities and private schools 
in the past. They have three children, Alexandra (26) 
a Masters in Public Health student at Yale, Joshua 
(24) a third-year medical student at UCONN and 
Abigail (20) a junior at Sacred Heart. The family 
loves to travel, read, and spend time on the beach.

Amanda Wendt - Amanda is 
the Digital Media Director for 
a Boston-based company that 
provides educational materials 
for patients and their families who 
have hemophilia. In addition, she 
freelances for small businesses 

and non-profits managing social media accounts and 
websites. She began her career as a video and staging 
producer focused on the restaurant industry. Amanda 
has held numerous volunteer leadership positions 
both at B’nai Torah and in the Trumbull community.  
Amanda and her husband, Frank, a nurse practitioner 
at Gaylord Rehabilitation, live in Trumbull with their 
two children. Julia is a freshman at Trumbull High 
School and the BT Tichon High School. Elizabeth 
is a fifth grader at Middlebrook Elementary and in 
Talmud Torah.

Among our priorities this year, is to find out what 
is important to each of our members and to try to 
meet your needs. You will soon be hearing about 
participating in parlor meetings to help you share 
information about yourselves and to meet with 
others with similar interests.

We have launched several new initiatives at B’nai 
Torah to add to our successes. You will all have 
noticed our completely 

Submitted by Beverly Fein
From the President’s Desk

Continued on page 2



Page 2 The Megilla October 2019

revamped approach to our financial management.  
On July 1, we went live with BTCloud which has 
enabled us to provide many additional layers of 
accountability and transparency and allow you 
to have access to your accounts at your fingertips. 
BTCloud is also the new host to our website which 
will continue to evolve over the rest of the year. We 
are moving forward on enhancing security at BT. 
You will hearing more about this.

In September, our brand new Young Families 
Group led by Jessica Preman and Jaime Smolin held 
a very successful wine & cheese event that began 
with Havdalah and included dancing to the music of 
Steven Chetcuti. A good time was had by all, and this 
group will be reaching out to engage all those who 
are interested.

Another new group that is launching, is 
The Mensch Initiative  which is designd 
to appeal to those who would like to get 
together to discuss common interests and 

to provide service in a variety of ways. Led by Jeff 
Zakim this group will have its first event on Sunday, 
October 13 beginning with building the sukkah and 
assisting with Talmud Torah in the sukkah, and then 
sharing breakfast and planning for future activities.

We are blessed with a fabulous and energized 
board and a diverse and interesting synagogue 
membership. We look forward to getting to know 
you and to working to meeting your needs and your 
interests.

B’nai Torah is where my heart is, and it is my 
pleasure to serve as one of your presidents.

May this be a year for goodness and sweetness for 
all of us. 

L’Shanah Tovah Umetukah 

Recently we have been in discussion 
with BBYO with a view to making 
BBYO the official youth program of 
Congregation B'nai Torah. We are 
privileged to become part of a very well 
established International Youth Program, 
which has been particularly successful 
in Fairfield County. I am delighted to be 
able to offer this program to our teens at 
B'nai Torah. BBYO is open for all teens 
in 8th grade and above. I am also very 
excited that our member Nathan Zakim 
has just been elected President of the 
local chapters. 

From the President's Desk
Continued from page 1

Submitted by Rabbi Colin
BBYO
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BTCloud

Are you loving the 
BTCloud as much as 

I am?
If you have not yet signed 

into your very own account 
in the BTCloud, please do 

so as soon as you can. When you are in 
your account, please take a look at your 
information to be sure all of it is correct. All 
you need to sign in is your email address. 
First time signing in? Select "forgot 
password", and you will be sent an email to 
create a password and you are done!

Curious how much you owe? It's in there.  
Want to know when a love one's yahrzeit 

is? It's in there. Want to set up a monthly 
payment? Yep, you can do that too!

If you have any questions about logging 
in please contact me and I would be happy 
to help you.

Verizon
I want to thank David Gallo from Verizon 

for coming to B'nai Torah to install a booster 
system so our members 
with that service, will be 
able to use their phones in 
the building.

Gift Cards
You asked and now it is possible! 

You can order your gift cards online using a 
credit card or e-check, and have your cards 
delivered to the office for pick up. See the 
instructions on the next page.

Submitted by Robin Magilnick, 
Office Manager

From the Office

First day of
Talmud Torah

project
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Gift Card Program

Online payment option #1 Online payment option #2

1. Go to shopwithscrip.com
2. On the top Right click “Join a Program”
3. Enter enrollment code: A2445E7115344
4. Enter your information
5. Start shopping!

To Enroll....

Purchase digital gift cards, reload your existing card and  
purchase physical gift cards.

You asked and here it is! 
You can pay for your gift cards with a credit card or e-check

Set up your account in a matter of minutes 

Create a unique PIN to keep your account safe 

$0.15 fee on each transaction

Link your bank account

To get set up, log in and select 
Dashboard>Payment Types on ShopWithScrip.
com on your desktop or Menu>Payment Types 
on MyScripWallet.com on your mobile device 
and follow the instructions.

Pay with your credit card
Visa and Mastercard are accepted 

You can choose to save the card to your account 
for future purchases 

2.6% fee on each transaction

Start shopping at ShopWithScrip.com on 
your desktop or MyScripWallet.com on your 
mobile device.  At checkout, add your credit 
card information or select your saved card.

Credit Card Types: 
Visa and Mastercard are accepted

Rebates 
The rebate amount is the same 
any way you pay

Purchases 
2.6% fee on each tranaction

Shop and earn with gift cards 
today at ShopWithScrip.com
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Bat Mitzvah - November 22-23 - Na'ama Klein
Na’ama Klein is the 

daughter of Jeff 
Klein and Tamar Klausner 
Klein. Na’ama is a seventh 
grader at Ezra Academy, in 
Woodbridge, where she has 
studied since kindergarten. 

Na’ama does CrossFit 
at CrossFit RedZone in 
Newtown. She enjoys the 
challenges and loves knowing 

that she is getting stronger every day. 

Na’ama loves all animals, especially dogs and elephants. 
She has so much empathy for elephants, that when she 
learned of their danger of being poached, she decided to 

do something to help protect them. As a mitzvah project, 
Na’ama has been making elephant shaped candles and 
soap, which she sells, in order to donate money to elephant 
sanctuaries. 

Na’ama chooses to eat a vegetarian diet and is concerned 
and sensitive regarding the treatment of all animals. She 
has been interested in the origin of animal products used 
for clothing and shoes and prefers not to wear anything that 
has not been sourced humanely. When she was younger, 
she refused to wear a pair of favorite Uggs after learning 
the company did not source responsibly. 

When she is not doing CrossFit or making soap, she is 
listening to all types of music from old Broadway hits to 
her latest pop icon, joking around with her Dad, or visiting 
with friends and family. 

Logan will be 
13 years old 

in November and is 
the son of Arin and 
Dayna Hayden. He 
has a twin brother 
named Eli and in 
December they are 
going to have their 
B'nai Mitzvah in 
Israel. Logan is 
an eighth grader 
at Jockey Hollow 
Middle School in 
Monroe, where 

he has been a high honors student. He plays the baritone 
horn. Logan began playing soccer at four years old and 
is currently on the Monroe Soccer Club travel team. He 
likes to cook, read and watch Netflix during his free time. 
He also loves to play cards and spend time with his two 
cats named Pokey and Riley. Logan attends Camp Young 
Judaea Sprout Lake for one month every summer and 
would happily move there full time. He has been attending 
Talmud Torah since kindergarten.

Eli is the son of Arin and Dayna Hayden and younger 
brother to his older twin Logan. He also has two cats 

named Pokey and Riley. Eli will have his Bar Mitzvah 
on Masada during his trip to Israel in December. Eli is an 
eighth grader at Jockey Hollow Middle School in Monroe, 
where he is a high honors student. He plays the clarinet in 
the Jockey Hollow band. Eli began playing soccer at four 
years old and is on the U-15 Monroe Soccer Club travel 
team. He loves rock climbing, enjoys cooking and playing 
card games and loves going to mountains like Okemo and 
Stratton to ski. He also likes playing video games and 
watching Netflix with his brother. Eli has attended Camp 
Young Judaea Sprout Lake for the past five summers. He 
has been attending Talmud Torah since kindergarten and 
has enjoyed it with all of the friends he made. 

Logan and Eli have chosen to focus their B’nai Mitzvah 
project on Neve Michael Children’s Village in Israel. 
Neve Michael is a safe haven for children five to eighteen 
years of age who have been removed from their homes 
by Israel’s Welfare Department due to extreme traumatic 
circumstances such as family dysfunction or neglect, 
violence in the home or mental, physical and/or sexual 
abuse. Logan and Eli will be collecting items that are 
needed to help make their lives a little brighter and will 
deliver everything in person. Please keep an eye out for the 
specific items they will be collecting.

Bar Mitzvah - December 23 - Logan and Eli Hayden
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A GIANT thank you to all those who worked 
so long and hard to ensure the success of our 

recent Tag Sale. All donations were most appreciated 
and so many individuals devoted so much time and 
effort to help out.

Our special gratitude and thanks to:

Vivian Aaron, Gale Antell, Michelle Avenia, 
Arkadiy, David, Irina & Michael Belousov, Ellie 
Berger, Ken Blumberg, Rabbi Amanda & Ellie 
Brodie, Mara & Wayne Brosler, Steve Chetcuti, 
Judy Cooper, Bernice Deitz, Charlotte Denenberg, 
Laurel Fleger, Denice Fogel, Diane Fried, Natalie 
Fried, Mitzi Goldberg, Shelley Hall, Michael, Sara 

& Emilia Hevenstone, Lauren & Roberta Hirsch, 
Linda Lambeck, Sandra LaRue, Ed & Joan Lazer, 
Jill Makaron, Lauren Mandell, Laurie Raccuia, 
Anita Rosnick, Jonathan Schulman, Beth & Danielle 
Schwartz, Linda Shames, Debbie Velthuizen, 
Margery & Peter Verlezza, Penny Volpe, Amanda, 
Frank & Julia Wendt, Roni Yessenow & Miriam 
Yekutiel & Jeff Zakim.

 A special thanks also to Deno Johnson and Robin 
Magilnick for all their help.

Sincerely,

Linda Schulman

Today’s world 

I just had a pleasant morning attending my water 
color art class at Trumbull’s Senior Center.

There I am with a similar age group of mostly 
women. There isn’t any one there who doesn’t have 
their own thought as to how you should present the 
picture that everyone is to draw and paint. Everyone 
is talking and sometimes suggesting what they 
would do to make the picture beautiful. It makes 
me think, isn’t that the way the world is today, or 

perhaps should be? No one is nasty. Everyone is 
smiling and sees the picture differently. When the 
pictures are finished and we look at each of them, not 
one picture is the same. You know what? Everyone is 
still smiling and congratulating all on what a lovely 
picture they made. 

Isn’t that great! If our world could only realize 
that because someone doesn’t think or believe the 
same way as you or others, doesn’t make them your 
enemy. Sometimes their thoughts are helpful  and 
you could even say thank you.

Shirley's Musings
Submitted by Shirley Cohen

TAG SALE THANK YOU

Do you know about our smile.amazon.com fundraiser?  
If not, ask a board member or call the office at 203-268-6940.

Warm Welcome To Our New Members
On behalf of the Membership Committee and the entire congregation, we would like to 

officially welcome our new members. We are looking forward to getting to know them better 
and to celebrating many holidays, simchas and social events together in the years to come.

Joan Rosenbaum 
Louis and Susan Tuzman
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Above: David Belousov calling all 
his friends to come join the fun at 
B'nai Torah Nursery School!

School began very smoothly on September 3. 
Every day our students enjoy stimulating and 

educational social experiences, both inside their 
classrooms and outside on our well-equipped playground. Our gym and music programs began this month as 
well as visits from our "grandparent" readers Papa Ed & Miss Shirley. We look forward to meeting our new 

Israeli emissaries next month. Class trips will begin next month with an 
autumn-themed visit to Benedict Agway.

Beginning October 17 we will 
be offering our popular Wonderful 
Ones class for caregivers and their 
1 year old children.

Please let others know we have 
spots available.

Shana Tova!

News from the Nursery School
Submitted by Joan Watnick, Director
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If you are interested in sponsoring an Oneg Shabbat or kiddush, please contact the 
synagogue office at 203-268-6940 or office@bnaitorahct.org. 

You can commemorate a birthday, yahrzeit, anniversary, graduation or any occasion. A 
basic or fancy Oneg and kiddush is available.

Special dishes and favorite recipes are available upon request; we are very flexible. 
Please plan ahead so we have time to shop and prepare.

Sponsor an Oneg Shabbat or kiddush

Thank you to the following 
Oneg and kiddush sponsors:

Debbie and Robert Velthuizen in honor of the marriage of their daughter 
Anneke to Jay Rodriquez

The Fleger family in memory of Harold's mother Mischka Fleger
Jay and Kim Hochman in honor of Kim’s 45th birthday

Robin and Russell Friedson in honor of the engagement of Idalia Friedson 
and Lindsey Sacco

Susan and Ed Jewsbury in honor of their granddaughter Julia's first 
Bat Mitzvah anniversary 

Juliette and Mark Zuckerman in honor of the birth of their granddaughter 
Eliana Pesha

Break Fast Sponsors:
Allen and Judy Brand in memory of their parents Muriel and 

Herman Brand and Sarah and Oscar Popkin
Jay and Kim Hochman in memory of Jay’s father Stanley Hochman

Lynette Litwin in memory of her husband Alan Litwin
Mitzi Goldberg in memory of her husband Bernard Goldberg

Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur Flowers
Rosh Hashanah flowers were donated by Laura and Michael Petshaft in honor of 

Laura’s parents, Ed and Ethel Elson and the B’nai Torah Board of Directors. 
Yom Kippur flowers were donated by Roz and Arthur Friedman in memory of 

their parents Frieda and Herman Friedman and Marion and Charles Davis and 
Vivian and Mitchell Arron and family, in memory of Vivian’s parents Morris and 

Tillie Marks
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Megilla Advertising Rates
Business cards: 

$36 per issue; $118 annual
Quarter page: 

$50 per issue, $180 annual
Half page: 

$100 per issue, $360 annual
Full page: 

$180 per issue, $675 annual

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

An ADULT INSTITUTE at Merkaz  

A Judaism 2020 Event 

Merkaz is offering six weeks of adult classes beginning  
Tuesday October 29, at Congregation B’nai Israel 

2710 Park Avenue, Bridgeport 
CHOOSE A CLASS FOR EACH PERIOD 

7:00PM 

KABBALAH: A JEWISH SPIRITUAL JOURNEY 
THE JEWISH TWILIGHT ZONE  

THE JOY OF ISRAELI AND JEWISH FOLK DANCE  
 

7:55PM 

BIO ETHICS AND OTHER DILEMMAS  
MAH JONGG  

YOGA AND JEWISH MEDITATION  
Classes Are Free of Charge 

To See Class Descriptions and to Register: 

https://jewishphilanthropyct.salsalabs.org/merkazadultinstitute 

Space is Limited 
This program is presented by Merkaz      

in partnership with Federation for          
Jewish Philanthropy 

With Nursery school and Talmud Torah starting again 
we want to remind this is a NUT FREE building.

 
Please Do Not Bring  

Peanuts, Tree Nuts Or Any Items Containing 
Them 

Into The Synagogue.
 

Thank you for your cooperation.

If You Have Questions,  
Please Contact Our Office  

203-268-6940
Thank You.

www.facebook.com/bnaitorahct 
www.facebook.com/BingoTrumbull 
www.facebook.com/BTNSTrumbull
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Do you know about our smile.amazon.com fundraiser?  
If not, ask a board member or call the office at 203-268-6940.

$18 each 
2 / $30 
3 / $40

Wonderful recipes 
from your B'nai 
Torah family.

Stop by the office to pick up your copy today.

Did you remember to get 
your calendar?

Please stop by the office to 
pick up your new  

2019-2020 / 5780 calendar.

Leaves Purchased for the Tree of Life

The Wendt family in honor of Ed and Susan Jewsbury's 50th anniversary
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Wonderful Ones Program 
B’nai Torah Nursery School

•	 Music (songs, instruments, finger play)
•	 Story Time
•	 Art
•	 Sensory Play 
•	 Gross Motor Activities
•	 Age Appropriate Educational Materials
•	 And So Much More

The day of the week may change based on scheduling needs of the participants.

This caregiver and child interactive fun hour is open to 
all children ages 12-24 months.

Class will be held on Thursdays, 9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.

Calling all One Year Olds!

For more information and rates, or to secure your space in this popular class 
please contact Joan Watnick, Nursery School Director at 203 268-0227.

1 hour a week of teacher led play time in our fantastically equipped facility.

5700 Main Street, Trumbull

www.facebook.com/BTNSTrumbull nursery@bnaitorahct.org

Fall session: October 17-January 30 
Spring session: February 6-May 21
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 Featuring the Guru of Laughter, Renowned Humorist     

    JOYCE SALTMAN 
                         And Starring Comedian  

         LINDA BELT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATSKILLS COMEDY 

CABARET 

  SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16            
Doors Open at 7PM 

To Purchase Tickets, Call the Office (203) 268-6940 
Cong. B’nai Torah, 5700 Main Street, Trumbull 

Early Bird Tickets purchased by November 1 $30.  
After November 1 $36.   

Ticket includes appetizers, dessert and coffee 
BYOB—Wine must be kosher. Ice / seltzer provided 
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Last resort melanoma treatment approved. The 
US FDA has granted accelerated approval to XPOVIO 
for the treatment of resistant or relapsed multiple 
myeloma. XPOVIO (Selinexor) was developed by 
Karyopharm Therapeutics, established by Israel's Dr. 
Sharon Shacham and based in Newton, MA.

Tech to rehabilitate at home. Israel's WizeCare 
offers physiotherapists and clinicians an app that 
enables them to guide their patients during their at-
home rehabilitation exercises. It has partnered with the 
Cleveland Clinic for their staff to provide personalized 
videos for patients and monitor compliance.

Super prawn controls disease afflicting 220 million. 
Ben Gurion University scientists were cultivating 
all-male prawns to eradicate schistosomiasis in sub-
Saharan Africa. Now, with Israeli startup Enzoomic, 
they have produced all-female prawns - much better at 
controlling the disease.

IDF soldiers have saved 2,000 lives. The Ezer 
Mizion Bone Marrow Registry has just reached an 
amazing milestone: 2,000 IDF soldiers have donated 
their stem cells to save 2,000 patients around the world. 
They not only protect citizens of the State of Israel, but 
also globally, those whose lives depend on a stem cell 
transplant.

Music for autistic children. 18-year-old Israeli 
Yuval Sinay founded "Special Sound" a project in which 
young musicians help children and young adults on the 
autism spectrum to express themselves through music. 
Yuval received the President's Award for Volunteerism 
in July.

Tech accelerator for startups with female 
founders. Tel Aviv's latest accelerator - Women of 
Startup Nation Accelerator (WOSNA) - launched last 
week, comprising eleven startups with at least one 
female founder. Its aim is to change today's male-
orientated domination of top Israeli companies, one 
female-founded startup at a time.

Emergency aid to the Bahamas. Israel-based 
humanitarian group IsraAID is among the Jewish groups 

providing help to the Bahamas in the wake of Hurricane 
Dorian’s devastation. This includes distributing relief 
supplies, deploying filters to provide drinking water, 
trauma support and assessing further needs.

The value of feeling. NaNose inventor Professor 
Hossam Haick has co-founded Israeli startup Feelit. Its 
printable sensors monitor and alert if a material suffers 
effects on structural integrity, warping, overheating, 
wear & tear and pressure buildup. Feelit has just 
won Calcalist & KPMG Israel›s Industry 4.0 startup 
competition.

Safe, low-energy autonomous driving. The 
technology of Israel's Cartica AI predicts road behavior 
(drivers and pedestrians). It uses low power to recognize 
thousands of object types in all weather and lighting 
conditions. It has just received funds to launch its 
Autonomous AI platform and expand global operations.

Using AI to remove landmines. Landmine clearance 
costs more than $770 million globally, yet mines have 
killed some 2,800 people with thousands more injured. 
Now, Israeli startup 4M Analytics provides a minefields 
location intelligence solution that slashes costs and 
timescales. It has even detected mines in previously 
cleared areas.

Electric buses on Jerusalem streets. Egged bus 
number 15 from the Central Bus Station to Talpiot 
is the first electric bus to run in Jerusalem. Part of a 
government initiative to reduce air pollution in Israel's 
capital, they feature zero pollution, quiet operation, and 
five hours or 200 km. between charges.

Success for algae treatment. Israel’s Blue Green 
Water Technologies expands its environment friendly 
Lake Guard treatment for toxic algae. Lake Guard was 
just used to treat Chippewa Lake in Ohio. Blue Green 
says it killed all the toxic algae in the lake within just 
one day.

Ride-sharing tech for NYC school buses. Israeli-
founded Via technology is licensing its technology to 
the New York City Department of Education for its 
school bus system. Routes can be adapted to students’ 
needs and GPS tracking benefits both parents and 
students.

Submitted by Paul Antell
GOOD NEWS FROM ISRAEL
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SHALOM TO OUR NEW SHINSHINIM
OUR 2019-20 FEDERATION ISRAELI EMISSARIES

Welcome to Noya Ben Or, Ella Cohen, 
Hoshen Peretz and Ido Yaaran, who will be 

joining our community in the fall as part of the Israeli 
Emissary program sponsored by the Federation for 
Jewish Philanthropy of Upper Fairfield County.   For 
the past 20 years, this program has been building 
a living bridge between Israel and our community. 
Noya, Ella, Hoshen and Ido are recent high school 
graduates who have chosen to postpone their army 
service to spend the year in Upper Fairfield County, 
sharing their love of Israel with our preschools and 
religious schools as well as in our adult education 
programs, local high schools, day schools and Jewish 
Senior Services.  While all four will work together 
on community events, they will have primary 
responsibilities at individual synagogues. 

Share the energy and spirit of these emissaries 
and add some cross-cultural enrichment to your 
family life.  Invite them to your home for a Shabbat 
dinner or to spend a day with your family going 
apple picking or to a baseball game.  Show them a 
bit about life in the United States and listen as they 
share their thoughts on life in Israel. This program is 
not just for the youth of our community. Invite them 
to one of your adult dinner parties, and let them share 
their observations about politics, culture and societal 
issues in Israel. This wonderful opportunity to build 
bridges is made possible through our Federation’s 
relationship with the Jewish Agency for Israel.  

If you are interested in inviting any or all of the 
Shinshinim to have a meal with your family or 
would like to explore the possibility of becoming 
a host family for three months,  please contact 
Stacy Kamisar at skamisar@jewishphilanthropyct.
org or Judy Blumenthal at jblumenthal@
jewishphilantropyct.org

Ella Cohen

My name is Ella and I live in Kibbutz Heftziba -  a 
little beautiful place near the Gilboa mountain with 
my parents, my two little sisters- Hadas and Shaked 
(we all have names of plants!) and our two dogs, cat 
and rabbits. 

In my school,  I took classes in theater and biology. 
I volunteer in a dog shelter. I love animals and I 
really enjoy being there. I also volunteer at Magen 
David Adom,  which is an organization of emergency 
medical services.  I'm glad I have the chance to help 
people and be there for them at their worst situations. 
In my free time I like to meet with my friends, travel 
with my family and see new places. One of my 
biggest dreams is to fly to Africa and volunteer in an 
orphanage there. I feel I can give a lot of myself and 
the thought of doing this fills me.

Israel is a big part of me and a major part of 
my life- this is the place where I was born and 
grew up. In my Shlichut   (emissary mission) I also 
want to "bring" Israel- the special culture and the 
Israeli Judaism. I have a lot of motivation to be a 
part of the community's life and learn about Jewish 
life in different places. I think this mission is very 
important. I want to contribute, to represent Israel, 
and show the amazing and special sides of it- to tell 
my story and the story of Israel.  I'm very excited and 
can't wait to meet you!
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Noya Ben Or

My name is Noya Ben Or.   I live in a small place 

on the Gilboa Mountain  called Gan Ner.

I really love to hang out with my friends. Friends 
are a big part of my life and my daily routine. My 
hobbies are painting, baking and listen to music.  
I volunteered for three years as a guide in a youth 
movement that iscalled B'nei Hamoshavim. For two 
years I guided 6th  and 7th graders and this year I 
guide 10th graders who just started to guide at the 
movement and help them to settle in. 

I have two younger siblings. One is a 15 years old 
and his name is Tzuf and another brother named 
Yair is 10 years old. Both of my parents are massage 
therapists. My mom,  Efrat,  is also a Yoga teacher 
and my dad,  Avraham,  is also dealing with Tibetian 
Balls which are really special musical instruments 
that help people heal. I have two cats and I really 
love them. Even though I don’t have dogs I really 
love them too. 

I first found out about this emissary program from 
my older cousin, who had done this year of service 
four years ago in New Jersey. This is when I decided 
that I want to do it. Throughout the training  this 
year and all the seminars we been thave hrough I 
understood how much this connection between 
the Israeli Jewish people and the diaspora Jews is 
important and how we as young emissaries can help 
it continue to exist.

Hoshen Peretz

My name is Hoshen Peretz. I am 18 years old. I 

live in Gideona, a small village in the Jezreel Valley 
in northern Israel. I have two siblings - my sister 
Amy is 20, a soldier in the IDF, and my brother Shai 
is 16, studying at the military boarding school in 
Haifa.  My father is a jeep tour guide and my mother 
is engaged in education and works for the Rashi 
Foundation.

I studied biology, nutrition and human resources 
management at school - mainly because I'm 
interested in learning about the person, his body and 
his soul. In my free time I love to travel in Israel with 
my family and spend time with friends.

I have been a counselor for 3 years in the 
“Mashatzim”, a youth movement that prepares youth 
to be youth leaders through the knowledge and love 
of the land. I am also the chairperson of the Student 
and Youth Council in the Department of Rural 
Education in Israel. I am a trainer of Krav Maga 
and have a black belt in karate. I won the country's 
female youth karate championship between 2008 
and 2016.

I am very excited and happy to begin my year of 
service as a Jewish Agency emissary in the Jewish 
community of Fairfield County.
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Ido Yaaran

I’m Ido Yaaran, 18 years old, from Herzliya, which 
is north of  Tel Aviv. I have one younger brother, 
Roee, who is 16. I used to live in a settlement until I 
was 12 when my mother decided it’s better for us to 
move and live close to the big city. 

I studied math, physics and engineering science 
at school, which reflects an adventurous character 
in me. Challenges, like school, lead me a lot in my 
life, and this is one of the reasons why I chose to 
go on shlichut (emissary mission). But it is also 
mostly because I want to work on building strong 
connections between Jews all over the world. I was 
empowered by my work as JC (junior counselor) for 
the Diller teen fellows, a leadership program for 
Jewish teens all over the world.

I’m a hard worker, and I try to fill my day with 
building projects, volunteering, Diller programs, 
and meeting my friends. I will bring all of this to 
your community.  You’ll barely see me resting,  but 
feel free to reach out and join!  Exploring is a key 
word for me, usually comes in my love for traveling 
and also questioning who I am, my Jewish identity, 
hobbies and more. I love changes. But mostly, I try 
leaving a mark.

Education and Community programs
Submitted by Margery Verlezza

A wonderful film Fiddler: Miracles of Miracles 
will be shown on Monday, October 28. A talkback 
following the screening will be with Steven Skybell 
who plays Tevye in the Yiddish Fiddler production 
on Broadway. This showing is in partnership with 
the Jewish Film Festival of Fairfield County, and will 
be held at The Conservative Synagogue in Westport. 

The Adult Institute by Merkaz - Six weekly 
class sessions beginning Tuesday, October 29. It’s 
Merkaz’s gift back to the community for supporting 
us for the past 40 years. Anniversary celebrations 
are joyous and often include a carefully chosen 
gift. Merkaz is celebrating its 40th anniversary, but 
instead of getting a gift, we are giving one back. 
We have carefully chosen a selection of Merkaz 
classes for adults to sample in a six week mini-
semester on Tuesday nights, beginning October 29 
at Congregation B’nai Israel. Each class will run 

45 minutes. These sampler classes will offer you a 
taste of Merkaz while providing you with a unique 
learning opportunity. Please see the flyer on page 9. 
Space is limited, so reserve yours quickly. Tell your 
friends, and we look forward to seeing you.

On Wednesday, October 30, Rabbi Rick Eisenberg 
will be here talking about his book, Judaism, 
Addiction and Recovery, A spiritual and faith 
based approach. This will be an intimate and 
personal discussion with Rabbi Eisenberg who is 

also a psychologist, and retired 
Rabbi of Congregation B’nai 
Jacob in Woodbridge. B’nai 
Torah is proud to host one of the 
first programs this year for the 
Federation’s (FJP) Common 
Threads initiative Judaism: A 
2020 Vision.
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Thursday, November 14 at 7:30 p.m., in 
observance of Veteran's Day, B’nai Torah will be 

showing the 2017 film GI Jews: 
Jewish Americans in WWll. This 
documentary tells the story of the 
550,000 Jewish men and women who 
served as active participants in the fight 
against Hitler, bigotry and intolerance. 
Entrance fee $5. 

Our fall FUN – raiser – Catskills Comedy 
Cabaret on Saturday, November 16, at 7 p.m. will 
feature standup comedian Linda Belt and opening 
with Joyce Saltman, the 
“Guru of Laughter”. 
To get you in the mood 
and in keeping with the 
theme, we’re planning on 
offering Sunday morning 
Mah Jongg lessons, for adults and teens, provided by 
new board member Natalie Fried begining Novemer 

3, 10 a.m. This 
will culminate in a 
spring Mah Jongg 
tournament which 
will be chaired by 
Laurie Raccuia. 

In the Community - Many additional programs 
are in the works for the Federation’s Judaism: A 
2020 Vision. One program will be Merkaz’s family 
program “Jews and Tattoos” on Sunday, December 
8. Another Judaism: A 2020 
Vision event at B’nai Torah 
is scheduled for Sunday, 
March 1 at 4 p.m. We will 
be hosting Edmund Case, 
author of Radical Inclusion: 
Engaging Interfaith Families 
for a Thriving Jewish Future. 
Mr. Case is also the retired 
founder of InterfaithFamily.
com, and President of the 

Center for Radically Inclusive Judaism. A graduate 
of Yale and Harvard Law, Mr. Case earned a Masters 
in Jewish Communal Service from Brandeis. This 
topic coincides with Rabbi Colin’s multi-part 
series on Interfaith Families (dates and topics to be 
announced).

We are also exploring hands on art classes, a 
capella groups and of course some fabulous movies. 
The 2020 community read is Nathan Englander's 
book Kaddish.com. He will be at Fairfield U. on 
Thursday, March 5 and two community book group 
discussions will be held prior to his appearance. 
Additional information on this and many more 
programs will be forthcoming. Check out all the 
events here: https://www.jewishphilanthropyct.org/
judaism2020

Ariel Fein, (our almost in house art historian) will 
be leading a B’nai Torah group through the Cloisters' 
current exhibit 
The Colmar 
Treasure: A 
Medieval Jewish 
Legacy, on 
Sunday, January 
5. Watch for more 
information on this trip. 

We are very happy to hear your thoughts and 
welcome your participation in planning and 
executing any and all of these ideas.
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B'nai Torah Scrip

Cornerstone Building Development Fund
Donation from Joycelyn Wright 
Donation from Michael Rosnick
To Frank and Amanda Wendt in memory of Frank 

Wendt Sr., from Arin and Dayna Hayden
To Manny Lobel speedy recovery, from Charlotte 

and Jeffrey Denenberg
Good luck to the new officers of the board, from 

Ellie Berger
To Henry Davidson, yasher koach on your Torah 

reading, from Toby Shiff
Thank you to Lisa and Fred Knopf for hosting the 

board brunch, from Dayna and Arin Hayden
To Debbie and Robert Velthuizen in honor of the 

marriage of Anneke Velthuizen & Jay Rodriguez, 
from Roberta and Sy Hirsch

To Janis Bufferd, in memory of her father, Irving 
Fleischer, from Irma and Harold Batt

Israel Programming Fund
To Roberta and Sy Hirsch in memory of brother-

in-law Stanley, from Gale and Paul Antell

Kiddush Fund
To Debbie and Robert Velthuizen in honor of 

marriage of Anneke Velthuizen & Jay Rodriguez, 
from Gale and Paul Antell, Joan and Rich Watnick, 
Margery and Peter Verlezza

To Florence Flacks in memory of Stanley Flacks, 
from Debbie and Robert Velthuizen

Yahrzeit of Irving Magilnick, from Robin and 
Barry Magilnick

Yahrzeit of Celia Schneider, from Darryl and 
Aileen Schneider

Yahrzeit of Rosa Hirsch Silberstein, from Stanley 
Silverstein and Jane Smiley

Yahrzeit of Margery's mother, Barbara Kasden 
Tomsky, from Margery and Peter Verlezza

Yahrzeit of mother, Milly Landau, from Irma 
Wigder

Yahrzeits, from Susan and Robert DeVeau
Yahrzeits of bubbe and zadie, Sara Lipschutz and 

Hyman Wiener, from Sandy Wiener
Yahrzeit of Muriel Brand and Oscar Popkin, from 

Allen and Judy Brand
Yahrzeit of Goldie Schwartz, from Sandy Schwartz
Yahrzeits of Pearl and Louis Searle, Dorothy and 

Sam Bader, from Wendy and Josh Searle
Yahrzeit of Charles Plotkin, from Ann Lois Miller
Yahrzeit of Jerome Cohen, from Eleanor Cohen
Yahrzeit of Marvin Mankowitz, from Susan, 

Doug, Hannah and Ethan Fink
Yahrzeit of Ada Zeitz, from Charlotte and Fred 

Zeitz
Yahrzeit of mother Mary Levenson, from Gayle 

Judson and Richard Frohwirth
Yahrzeit of Gloria Freedman, from Jane Smiley 

and Stanley Silverstein

Donations

This wonderful book by Beverly 
Peck is available in the synagogue 

office for $18. 
 $5 of your purchase will be donated to 

B'nai Torah.
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If you would like to make a donation to one of our funds for a  
Simcha or Memorial, please send it to  

Congregation B'nai Torah, 5700 Main Street, Trumbull, CT  06611, 
Attention:Donations Please include a note with the fund and reason.

Your donations to Congregation B'nai Torah are greatly appreciated. 
If you have made a donation and your name has not been acknowledged,  

please contact the office and we will be happy to rectify this in the next issue.

Yahrzeit of Jack Goldman, from Sally Melzer
Yahrzeit of Bea Denenberg, from Charlotte and 

Jeffrey Denenberg
Yahrzeit of Jerome Steinfeld, from Mary and 

Joseph Steinfeld
In memory of Margaret Ruben, Gail's mother, 

from Gail and Manny Cohen
In memory of Betty Liebensohn, from Joan 

Frankel
In memory of father, from Dora Fiser
In memory of Rose Cohen, from Gail and Manny 

Cohen
In memory of Gertrude Steinfeld, from Mary and 

Joseph Steinfeld
In memory of Louis Batt, from Irma and Harold 

Batt

Nursery Enrichment Fund
To Les and Jill Makaron in honor of the marriage 

of Josh and Bari Makaron, from Bonnie and Manny 
Lobel

To Debbie and Robert Velthuizen in honor of the 
marriage of Anneke Velthuizen & Jay Rodriguez, 
from Bonnie and Manny Lobel

Beverly and Joe Limansky on loss of Joe's sisters 
Alice and Martha, from Bonnie and Manny Lobel

To Joan and Rich Watnick in honor of birth of 
granddaughter Violet Rebecca, from Gale and Paul 
Antell

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In memory of Sandra Zalowitz, from Abby and 

Arthur Kalotkin

Thank you to Rabbi Colin for get well prayers, 
from Claire Kumerman

To Penny Volpe, thank you for Shavuot and in 
memory of parents, from Leo Field

To Rabbi Colin for your kindness with the passing 
of Steven's father, from Steven and Natalie Fried

To Rabbi Colin and family support and prayers, 
from Debra and Jim Murray

Yahrzeits of Frank Friedman, Janice Jacob, Estelle 
Jacob, Arlene Freeman, from Geri and Art Freeman

To Carl Twickler and family in memory of Barbara 
Twickler, from Beverly and Irwin Peck

Ritual Fund
Yizkor on Shavuot, from Charlotte and Jeffrey 

Denenberg

Security
Donation, from Sandy Wiener

Talmud Torah Fund
In memory of parents Blanche and Arnold 

Greenfield, from Fern and Richard Gelb

Additional Funds 
To Carl Twickler in memory of wife, Barbara 

Twickler, from Linda and Jonathan Schulman
To the Swirsky, Peck, Hevenstone, and Wenten 

Families, in memory of Robert Swirsky, from Joan 
Frankel, Judy and Elliott Rudnick, Lynnette Litwin, 
Gayle Judson and Richard Frohwirth

In memory of Stanley Kaplin, from co-workers of 
Judy Zakim
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Sunday, September 29, 7:00 p.m. 
Erev Rosh Hashanah
Monday, September 30, 8:30 a.m. 
Rosh Hashanah Service, Day 1 
Junior Congregation, 10:30 a.m. 
Evening Service, 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, October 1, 8:30 a.m. 
Rosh Hashanah Service, Day 2 
Junior Congregation, 10:30 a.m.
Sunday, October 6, 1:30 p.m. 
Cemetery Service
Tuesday, October 8, 6:00 p.m. 
Erev Yom Kippur Kol Nidre
Wednesday, October 9, 8:30 a.m. 
Yom Kippur Service 
Junior Congregation ,10:30 a.m. 
Yizkor, approximately 12:00 p.m. 
Mincha/Family Service, 4:45 p.m. 
Neilah 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 13, 7:30 p.m. 
Erev Sukkot Service
Monday, October 14, 9:30 a.m. 
Sukkot Service Day 1
Tuesday, October 15, 9:30 a.m. 
Sukkot Service Day 2 

Talmud Torah grades 3-8 Sukkot 
program
Wednesday, October 16, 
8:00 p.m. 

General Membership Meeting

Monday, October 21, 9:30 a.m. 
Shemini Atzeret Service 
Yizkor approximately 11:00 a.m. 
Erev Simchat Torah Service, 6:30 
p.m.
Tuesday, October 22, 9:30 a.m. 
Simchat Torah
Monday, October 28, 7:30 p.m. 
Judaism 2020-Fiddler: Miracle of 
Miracles-Westport
Wednesday, October 30, 7:30 p.m. 
Judaism-2020-Book talk:Judaism, 
Addiction and Recovery
Friday, November 1, 6:30 p.m. 
PJ Shabbat Noach program
Sunday, November 3, 1-3:00 p.m. 
Mah Jongg Lessons begin, 10 a.m. 
Talmud Torah Beardsley Zoo
Thursday, November 7, Time TBD 
Community Kristallnacht program-
Beth El, Fairfield
Thursday, November 14, 7:30 p.m. 
Movie:GI Jews-Jewish Americans in 
World War II
Saturday, November 16, 7 p.m. 
Catskills Comedy Cabaret
Friday, November 22, 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, November 23, 9:15 a.m. 
Bat Mitzvah of Na'ama Klein

Friday, December 6, 7:00 p.m. 
Talmud Torah K-2 Consecration
Sunday, December 8, 2:00 p.m. 
Tzedakah Fest-B'nai 
Israel-Bridgeport
Saturday, Decemer 14, 6-8 p.m. 
Talmud Torah family BINGO
Sunday, December 15, 11:30 a.m. 
Talmud Torah Pre-K class
Sunday, December 22 
Talmud Torah Hanukkah party
Friday, January 31, 7:00 p.m. 
Grade 6-7 family service

Calendar of Events 

PostageCongregation 
B'nai Torah
5700 Main Street
Trumbull, CT 06611
203-268-6940

No Talmud Torah 
 

Tuesdays: 
October 1, 8, 30 
November 5, 26 
December 24, 31

Sundays: 
September 29 

October 13 
November 10 

December 1, 29 
January 19


