Reflection bg [Hakafa member, Sara Kurensky,
on the cxPcricncc of greeting the Renovat Family

Yesterdag ] brushed up against what ”re{:ugee” means: ]t means being a
28 year old mother with a husbanc{, Fourgoung Cl"lildréﬂ, two small suitcases, and
trust in an international system. [t means ]eaving the camp you have lived infora
decade and getting on an airPIane without any idea where you are going,. [t
means !anding a half a world away, where you are met }33 a group of smiling
strangers who speak a ]anguage you don't understand. ]t means your children
Fa”ing aslccP inacarand being carried }33 strangers into a 2 bedroom
apartment, where there are beds and clean floors and more smiling strangers. [t
means Fighting t]ﬂrough your exhaustion and leaming about gas stoves and
reFrigerators and lamp switches and how to lock doors. ]t means oPening closets
and cabinets and being awestruck to find that strangers have put clothes and
food there Forgourmcamilg. [t means knowing that now it is up to you and your
husband - that you have to learn the language and Figure out how to pay rent for
this Place the strangers call thome". [t means that tomorrow you will have to go
outside in air colder than angthing you have ever known and learn how to get on
a train and begin your new life.

chterclag l brushed up agains’c what ”refugee” means. ]t means an
international community where PeoPle hclP Pcoplc Pick up lives destrogcd 139
violence and evil. |t means a ]an&ladg from Posnia who remembers what it was
like for her 20 years ago and a deliverg man from South Sudan who remembers
what it was like for him 10 years ago. [t means People donating money, food and
Clothing for strangers. ]t means friends Clcaning and making beds and Cooking a
meal and Putting a Picture on the wall so a Placc feels like home fora 28 year old
mother with her husband and Fourgoung children - because that is humanitg and

that is where hope comes from.



