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BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

Tornillo 
 

 Arthur Langer was only sixteen when, to flee the Nazis, he left his home in the Czech Republic, traversed part of 

Europe by foot and train, and all alone, caught a ship to Palestine. The British Authorities were not letting Jews into 

Palestine at that time, so they threw Arthur and the others in jail. He was freed months later, only because of his willingness 

to help the Allies fight the Nazis in Africa. Members of Hakafa met Arthur on a trip to Israel in 2006. The trauma of his 

imprisonment was as alive for him in his telling us about it as it was when it actually occurred.  

 Miko
1
 was only fifteen when the Roosevelt administration decided that citizens of Japanese descent, especially 

those living on the West Coast, were potential spies for the enemy and could not be trusted. She, her family, and her 

community were rounded up and transferred to an internment camp for much of the war. Miko is now ninety-years-old, yet 

she carries with her the emotional scars of a girl whose country maligned her simply for the happenstance of her origin. 

 Imre Elefant was only fourteen when he was pushed through the gates of Auschwitz. He was transferred to Dachau, 

spending most of his imprisonment there alone, separated from family, friends, and all he once knew. Imre was my father. I 

still hear the screams of his nightmares as I drift off to sleep on many a night. 

 Growing up, I often wondered how I would react if our country decided to round up certain populations again, 

especially children, and incarcerate them – scapegoat them – for political or other, nefarious purposes. I wondered how long 

it would take before we found  out about it, whether we would be enraged enough to try to stop it, and how long our outrage 

would manifest itself. I worried that, perhaps, we would do nothing about it or, worse, that we would even approve of it. I 

wondered if the incarcerated children would be kids like Arthur, coming from foreign shores, or like Miko, pulled from the 

comfort of domestic homes. I wondered if it would be me.  

 I don’t have to wonder anymore. 

 In June, the current administration opened a temporary, 380-bed detention camp in the border town of Tornillo, 

Texas to process youth who are undocumented, unaccompanied, and seeking asylum. The children are coming from 

countries across the global South, and most are fleeing a persecution that threatens their physical wellbeing. Under an 

Obama Administration policy, youth who come here in that manner can be detained for up to twenty days before they are to 

be released to family members – regardless of those family members’ immigrant status – or fostered through designated 

agencies until their status requests could be properly adjudicated. The Trump Administration is seeking to change that 

policy, wanting prospective family members to register their immigration status before claiming the youth – effectively 

preventing family members from coming forward. They also want to be able to detain the children indefinitely. 

 Last month, the camp in Tornillo was expanded ten-fold and converted into a permanent prison. 1700 of the nearly 

17,000 unaccompanied minors who are currently seeking asylum are now being housed there, with the number growing 

daily. 

The Tornillo Tent Camp is by no means a Dachau. The children are housed in air-conditioned tents, receive three 

meals a day, and are, as far as we can tell, treated relatively well. But, they were sent there in the dead of night without 

being told where they were going to prevent them from trying to flee. Some were drugged. Others were separated from their 

parents at the border, their parents being told that their children were being taken for a bath and then never returned to them. 

There are little or no educational opportunities for the children at Tornillo. They have little or no access to legal 

representation. They get limited time to visit with siblings who are housed in different parts of the camp. There is little 

government oversight. These kids, so many who were already traumatized, have clearly been traumatized even more by our 

treatment of them. 

Members of Hakafa are going to Tornillo on November 15 to protest the idea of Tornillo, because the very 

existence of Tornillo, and other prisons like it, is just wrong.   

 We are going to fight the unnecessary traumatization of vulnerable children and the continued vilification of them 

by the highest echelons of our political elite. 

We are going because America is better than this.  

 We are going for Imre, Miko, Arthur, and the millions they represent. 

 We are going because we must. 

 Join us. 

-Rabbi Bruce Elder 

_________________________________ 
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Prayer and Celebration 
 
 

Share Your Holidays 
 
On occasion, there are Hakafa members who 
would like to share holidays with fellow 
congregants and do not have the opportunity to 
do so. If you would like to host a fellow 
congregant for a holiday meal, or if you need or 
want a place to go for the holidays, please 

contact Sylvia Dresser (847-945-6095). 

Shabbat Morning Minyanim 
 
Please join us at 8:30 a.m. on Saturdays, 
November 3 and 17 at the home of Barbara 
and Allen Anderson (849 Oak Drive, Glencoe) 
for our November Shabbat morning minyanim. 
This hour-long service and study is a wonderful 
opportunity to enhance your celebration of 
Shabbat. 
  
People of all ages are encouraged and welcome 
to join us.  
 

Friday Night Services     
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at the 
Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the following 
evenings: 
  
November 2 Shabbat Chayei Sarah 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Genesis 23:1-25:18 

Haftarah: I Kings 11:1-31 
 Note Different Location:  

Highland Park Community House 
 

November 9 Shabbat Tol’dot 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Genesis 25:19-28:9 

Haftarah: Malachi 11:1-27 
 

November 16 Shabbat Vayeitzei 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Genesis 28:10-32:3 

Haftarah: Hosea 12:13-14:10 
  
November 23 Shabbat Vayishlach 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Genesis 32:4-36:43 

Haftarah: Hosea 11:7-12:12 
  
November 30 Shabbat Vayeishev 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Genesis 37:1-40:23 

Haftarah: Amos 2:6-3:8 
 Guest Speaker/Scholar-in-Residence:  

Dr. Kenneth Seeskin 
 

 
  

 
 

   

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Oneg Hosts Needed 
We are looking for hosts for Friday evening 

onegs throughout the year 
 
Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a wonderful way 
to help support Hakafa and is also a nice way to 
celebrate a bar/bat mitzvah, birthday, anniversary, 
or other special occasion with the congregation. 
Many people honor the memory of a loved one on 
his/her yahrzeit by hosting an oneg.  
 
If you would like to host an oneg, please sign up 
at this link (http://tinyurl.com/oneg-hosting) or 
contact one of our Volunteer Oneg Coordinators 
via email at oneg@hakafa.org.  
 
You can also contact them by phone: 
Ellen/Henry Criz (847-266-9981) or 
Suzanne/Rick Shore (847-722-6797). 
 

Worship Committee 
 
The Worship Committee met on October 7. We discussed the 
new Erev Rosh Hashanah prayer book, and any changes to it 
for next year. We also considered how we might improve the 
Family Service. And, we examined the possibility of adding a 
new service to Yom Kippur morning.  
 
Our next meeting will be  on Sunday, November 18 at 12:15 
p.m. at our offices at the North Shore United Methodist 
Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). We will discuss how to 
enliven our Erev Shabbat services. Please contact 
Brian Browdy with questions or comments (847-942-7318 or 
brian.browdy@gmail.com). 

 

Live Streaming of Services 
 
If you are unable to make it to our worship 
services, but would like to participate from your 
home, you may live stream them through our 
website. Go to: hakafa.org and click on the “listen 
now” icon on the home page for instructions. You 
may also view archived events using the link.  

 
Please note: For optimal audio output, you must 
have the volume turned up on both your computer 
and on the live stream screen itself. 

 
 

Dr. Kenneth Seeskin 
Scholar-in-Residence: November 30-December 2 

 
Please join us as we welcome Dr. Kenneth Seeskin as our 
Scholar-in-Residence. Dr. Seeskin will be speaking on Friday 
evening, Saturday evening, and Sunday morning. We look 
forward to having him with us and hope you will be able to join 
us at one or all of the events. Please see the insert on the next 
page for more information. 

mailto:oneg@hakafa.org
mailto:brian.browdy@gmail.com


 

Congregation Hakafa 

Scholar-in-Residence Weekend 

November 30-December 2, 2018 
 

 

Please join us as we welcome Dr. Kenneth Seeskin as our Scholar-in-Residence. 
 

Dr. Seeskin will be speaking on Friday evening, Saturday evening, and Sunday morning. 

We look forward to having him with us and hope you will be able 

to join us at one or all of the following events: 
 

 Friday, November 30, 7:30 PM 

Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
 

Putting Judaism Under the Microscope: Is Our Religion Really Monotheistic? 

Please join us for our Weekly Shabbat Service at which Dr. Seeskin will be our guest speaker. 

An oneg will follow our service. 

 

 Saturday, December 1, 7:00 PM 

Home of Lorena & Adam Blonsky (1468 Sunnyside Avenue, Highland Park) 
 

Putting Judaism Under the Microscope: Did the Exodus from Egypt Really Succeed? 

Join Dr. Seeskin for this lecture and discussion. The program will begin with a short Havdallah 

service to end Shabbat and will be followed by a potluck dessert.  

Please bring something sweet or savory to share! 

 

 Sunday, December 2, 10:35 AM 

Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
 

Putting Judaism Under the Microscope: What Does the Promise of a Messiah Get Us? 

Dr. Seeskin will teach our Sunday Morning Adult Study class. All Hakafa adults are invited to 

attend. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dr. Kenneth Seeskin is the Philip M. and Ethel Klutznick Professor of Jewish Civilization at Northwestern 

University's Department of Philosophy. With a PhD from Yale University, Dr. Seeskin specializes in Jewish 

Philosophy, Ancient and Medieval Philosophy, and Philosophy of Religion. His work uses classic texts in the 

history of philosophy to shed light on problems of perennial interest. His latest book is Maimonides on the Origin 

of the World (Cambridge UP, 2005). Previous books include Autonomy in Jewish Philosophy (Cambridge UP, 

2001), Searching for a Distant God: The Legacy of Maimonides (Oxford UP, 2000), Jewish Philosophy in a Secular 

Age (SUNY Press) and Maimonides: A Guide for Today's Perplexed (Behrman House). Among his published articles 

are: “Is the Apology of Socrates a Parody?” “Socratic Philosophy and the Dialogue Form,” “Vlastos on Elenchus 

and Mathematics,” “Maimonides’ Appropriation of Aristotle’s Ethics,” and “From Maimonides to Spinoza.”  He 

has won several teaching awards at Northwestern and has edited the Cambridge Companion to Maimonides. 
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Mazal Tov to: 

 
Janet and Stuart Hersh on the marriage of their daughter, Sarah, 
to Tony Chang 
 
Katie and Eric Dublis on the birth of their first child, and Sally and 
Peter Ettlinger on the birth of their grandchild, Diana Joy Dublis 
 
If you are having a simcha – a birth, wedding, or the like – please 
let us know (conghakafa@hakafa.org) so that we can share your 
joy with our congregational community. 
 
 

Member News 
 

Mazal Tov to the Following  

B’nai Mitzvah 
 
November 17 – Asher Stern 
 
November 24 – Jules Wecker 

 

Condolences to: 
 
Jan Garcia and family on the loss of her 
brother, Cliff Shaffer 
 
Alan Meyers and family on the loss of his 
brother, Ross Meyers 
 
Judy Solway and family on the loss of her 
mother, Laura Pottak 
 

Hakafa Location Accessibility Guide 
 
The information provided below is designed to give general information about accessibility at the locations where we 
hold services, classes, programs, and events. For specific questions, please contact our office (admin@hakafa.org or 
847-242-0687) or the actual location.  
 

 A Just Harvest (www.ajustharvest.org): Accessible building with street parking. 

 Anderson Household (caabaa@sbcglobal.net): Ranch house with no steps. Two cats present. 

 Davis Household (ablakleydavis@gmail.com): Ranch House with no steps. Dogs and cats present. 

 Glencoe Public Library (http://www.glencoepubliclibrary.org/): accessible building. 

 Highland Park Community House (http://www.highlandparkcommunityhouse.org/): Has an accessible 
entrance and washroom. 

 North Shore Congregation Israel (www.nsci.org): Accessible building.  

 North Shore United Methodist Church (www.nsumcglencoe.org): No steps into the building; two-step 
stairway inside building (ramp available); elevator available (with help for the door) to second floor. 

 Office of Sam Goldman (segoldman@me.com): Accessible building. 

 Office of Brad Reiff (breiff@compasslexecon.com): 13
th
 floor of accessible building. 

 Robertson Household (mrobertson595@gmail.com): No steps into the house. 

 Takiff Center (www.glencoeparkdistrict.com/Facilities/Takiff-Center): Accessible building; programs that take 
place on the second floor accessible by elevator – a short walk on the second level to classrooms.  

 Winnetka Community House (www.winnetkacommunityhouse.org): Ramp into building. 
 
Please note: Large print prayer books are available at Shabbat services. 
 

Please help us in welcoming our  

new members: 
 
Jackie and Gary Cohen 
 
Barbara and Charles Gitkin 
 
Vicky and Adam Hartstein and their children,  
Mason and Levi 
 
 

Thank You to: 
 
Liz and Sam Goldman for providing a beautiful Kiddush after our 
Shmini Atzeret Yizkor Services 

 

Chesed 
 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to reach out to one another. 
If you know of anyone in our congregation who is in crisis from an 
illness, death in the family, or personal stress, who could benefit 
from support, such as a visit, delivery and/or preparation of meals, 
or a ride to a health care appointment, please contact Ana 
Bensinger (anabensinger@att.net or 847-926-3223) or Anita 
Goldberg (anitagoldberg@gmail.com or 847-432-8973). You can 
also contact either of them if you would like to volunteer. 

 
 

mailto:admin@hakafa.org
http://www.ajustharvest.org/
mailto:caabaa@sbcglobal.net
http://www.glencoepubliclibrary.org/
http://www.highlandparkcommunityhouse.org/
http://www.nsci.org/
mailto:anabensinger@att.net
mailto:anitagoldberg@gmail.com
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Kadima 
 
One of Hakafa’s initiatives is Kadima. Begun 
in 2013, we are primarily "forward" thinking, 
dynamic empty-nest members of the 
congregation, but open to all congregants. 
We have a full calendar of wonderful events 
- both fun and educational.  
 
On November 11 Kadima will serve dinner 
at A Just Harvest. We have enough 
volunteers for this important task, but we'd 
like to do it again this spring or next summer. 
For questions or suggestions, contact Ellen 
Criz (hecriz@sbcglobal.net) or Besty 
Hersher (hersherb@hersher.com). 
 

Member News  
 

“Freedom Song” Performance –  

RESERVE YOUR FREE TICKET TODAY 
 
Please join us on Sunday, November 4 at 12:30 p.m. at North 
Shore Congregation Israel (1185 Sheridan Road, Glencoe) for a 
free, special performance of Freedom Song. Produced by Beit 
T’Shuvah, a Los Angeles addiction treatment center and 
congregation, Freedom Song interweaves a Passover Seder with 
personal stories of addiction and poses one stark question, "What 
are you a slave to?" The cast of this original musical are not actors; 
they are actual addicts in recovery that have broken off the shackles 
of drugs, alcohol, gambling, and other destructive behaviors. Using 
song and dance, tears and laughter, and a powerful post-show 
discussion with the cast, Freedom Song will open your eyes to the 
real life struggle against the 'bondage of self' that many fight every 
day. Tickets are required (free) and can be reserved at: 
https://www.nsci.org/event/freedomsong.  
 

Sunday Morning Adult Education: November Schedule 
10:35 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 

 
November 4: Judaism and Addiction:  What is addiction, and why do people have such a hard time breaking it? 
Why is recovery often seen as a bleak process, something that happens among strangers in church basements? Is it 
possible to use literature, particularly poetry, to both understand the trap of addiction and to see the road away from it 
as something desirable, even adventurous? And where does Judaism fit in? Neil Steinberg, columnist and author, will 
discuss these issues, explaining how writers of the past have left behind powerful tools and insights to grapple with this 
thorniest of personal and social problems. In addition, there will be a presentation of Freedom Song, a musical play 
about addiction that same afternoon (see article above).  
  
Neil Steinberg is a daily columnist at the Chicago Sun-Times. He has also written for Esquire, Rolling Stone, the Washington Post, 
the New York Times Sunday Magazine, and many other publications. He is the author of eight books, including two that look at 
addiction and recovery, “Drunkard” (Dutton: 2008) a stark and candid look at early recovery that Chicago magazine called  "A 
compelling read, sad and wistful and breathtakingly forthright” and “Out of the Wreck I Rise: A Literary Companion to Recovery,” 
written with Sara Bader (University of Chicago Press: 2016), a best-seller that the New York Times called “A new, very different kind 
of book” and Alexandra Styron hailed as “invaluable … a life raft.” 
 
November 11: How Can We Stop The Evil Of Family Separation:  It’s Happening Everywhere In Our Country, 
Not Just On The Border: 
 
Kalman Resnick is a Shareholder with Hughes Socol Piers Resnick & Dym, Ltd., where he directs the Firm’s  extensive immigration 
and nationality practice.  Mr. Resnick’s 45 years of experience as an immigration law practitioner and his vast knowledge of a 
multiplicity of immigration practice areas contributes to his ability to advocate for and counsel his clients in the field of immigration 
law. In addition to immigration law, Mr. Resnick practices in the areas of labor and employment law, civil rights and constitutional 
law. Mr. Resnick has litigated immigration cases before the U.S. Courts of Appeals, the U.S. District Court, and the Board of 
Immigration Appeals. 
 
 
November 18: Being a Political Reporter in D.C. Today: Cameron Joseph will discuss covering Washington in the 
Age of Trump. 
 
Cameron Joseph is Senior Political Correspondent for Talking Points Memo based in Washington, D.C. He covers Capitol Hill, the 
White House and the permanent campaign. Previous publications include the New York Daily News, Mashable, The Hill and 
National Journal. He is from Northbrook, Illinois and his parents are members of Hakafa, where he attended religious school and 
had his bar mitzvah. 

 

Accessibility at Hakafa 
 
If you become aware of any accessibility issues within the congregation, please contact one of our Chesed Committee 
Chairs, Ana Bensinger (anabensinger@att.net or 847-926-3223) or Anita Goldberg (anitagoldberg@gmail.com or 
847-432-8973).  
 

Adult Education 
 

mailto:hecriz@sbcglobal.net
mailto:hersherb@hersher.com
mailto:anabensinger@att.net
mailto:anitagoldberg@gmail.com
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Hakafa’s One Congregation, One Book 
Selection: Tova Mirvis’  

The Book of Separation:  
 

Note New Discussion Date! 
 
The Book of Separation is the memoir of a woman 
born and raised in a tight-knit Orthodox Jewish family 
who came to doubt her faith. At age forty, she left her 
husband and her faith, and  strikes out on her own to 
discover who she really is. This meant forging a new 
way of life not just for herself, but for her children, who 
are struggling with what the divorce and her new status 
as "not Orthodox" mean for them. We will be 
discussing The Book of Separation on Sunday 
morning, December 9 at 10:35 AM at the Takiff 
Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe). Get your 
copy and start reading now!  
 

The Siddur: It’s Meaning and Theology 
 
How many of us know what our Hebrew prayers actually 
say? How many of us know what they mean? Join us at 
10:15 a.m. on Tuesdays, November 13 and 27 at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe) as we explore the Jewish prayer book. During each 
session we will look at prayers in Hebrew, translate them 
together, discuss their theology, and parse what they might 
mean for us today.  
 

Hebrew Circle 
 
If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners welcome!) 
looking to practice your Hebrew with other Hebrew 
speaking Hakafa members, please join Rabbi Elder 
on Thursday, November 1 at 10:30 a.m. at the 
office of Brad Reiff (332 S. Michigan Avenue, 13th 
floor, Chicago) for an hour of conversation – all in 
Hebrew! 

 Two Weekly Opportunities for Torah Study 
 
Tuesday Evening Torah Class: 
7:30 to 8:45 p.m. 
North Shore United Methodist Church  
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
Please Note:    We will meet in the Hammond Room at 
the Glencoe Public Library (320 Park Avenue, Glencoe) 
on November 6.  
 
Wednesday Afternoon Torah Class: 
1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
North Shore United Methodist Church  
Please Note: We will not meet on November 14. 
 

Lunch and Learn in the Loop 
 

Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take place at noon 
on Thursday, November 1 at the office of Sam 
Goldman (333 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 602, 
Chicago). Bring your own lunch and prepare to 
participate in a lively discussion with Rabbi Elder! 
New participants are always welcome. 
 
 

Midrash Class 
 
Join us on Tuesday mornings from 9:00 to 10:00 
a.m. at the North Shore United Methodist 
Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) to study 
midrash. Midrash is the creative, interpretative 
process of the rabbis over generations. Through 
midrash, we see how the rabbis saw the text of the 
Bible - its lessons, it messages, its practical 
applications, and its relevance to them throughout 
time. Through the study of midrash, we will see 
how much of our understanding of the biblical text 
has been influenced by theirs. Please Note: There 
will be no class on November 20. 

 

Nosh and Know on the North Shore  
 
“Nosh & Know on the North Shore” will take place on 
Thursday, November 29 at 9:00 a.m. at the home of 
Cookie and Ned Robertson (211 Dennis Lane, Glencoe). 
Join us for a lively conversation with Rabbi Elder! New 
participants are always welcome.  
 
 

Mishneh Torah 
 
Our November session of Mishneh Torah (Jewish law) class will be held on Tuesday, November 6 at 10:30 a.m. at 
the home of Allison Blakley Davis & Kenneth Davis (2940 Moon Hill Drive, Northbrook). Come join us and Rabbi 
Elder to learn more about what Halacha has to say on almost every aspect of life. 
 
 

Film Group 
 
Please join us when the film group screens The Tenth 
Man on Saturday, November 17 at 7:00 p.m. at our 
offices at the North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). Argentine director Daniel 
Burman filmed this imaginative tale about an economist 
who after spending much of his adult life in New York, 
returns to his spiritual roots within an impoverished Jewish 
community in Buenos Aires.  It’s a gentle story of identity, 
faith, and love. 
 
Come for dinner at 6:00 p.m!  We’ll be ordering pizza from 
Little Red Hen, so please R.S.V.P. to Carol McCardell 
(847-727-0029 or mcsolomon@comcast.net for dinner ($5 
per person). Or, simply come for the movie. Feel free to 
bring friends, family, beverages, salad, or a nosh, but 
please no popcorn. 
 

mailto:mcsolomon@comcast.net


 

CONGREGATION HAKAFA 
2018-19 / 5779 SUNDAY MORNING ADULT LEARNING SCHEDULE 

* Please note that these programs are subject to change. * 
 

September 23 Robert Aronson - The Jewish View of Immigration through the Lens of HIAS: Then and Now 

October 7 
Susan Gzesh - So Far From God, So Close to the United States: 
The Complex Migration Relationship between Mexico and the U.S. 

October 14 
Rabbi Ali Abrams – 

Judaism and the #metoo Movement 
Stacey Zisook Robinson - You Turned My Mourning 

into Dancing: Finding God in the Psalms 

October 21 Congregation Meeting 

November 4 Neil Steinberg -  Addiction, Literature, Recovery and the Path of the Hero 

November 11 
Kalman Resnick – How Can We Stop the Evil of Family Separation? 

It’s Happening Everywhere in our Country, Not Just on the Border 

November 18 Cameron Joseph - Being a Political Reporter in D.C. Today 

December 2 
Scholar-in-Residence, Dr. Kenneth Seeskin –  

Putting Judaism Under the Microscope: What Does the Promise of a Messiah Get Us? 

December 9 
Laura Prohov and Dr. Elizabeth Gordon – 

Community Resources for People who are Aging 
Jonah Orlofsky - One Congregation, One Book: 
Discussion of Tova Mirvis’ The Book of Separation 

December 16 Congregation Meeting 

January 13 Dr. Claire Sufrin – Modern Jewish Literature (Part I) 

January 20 Dr. Claire Sufrin – Modern Jewish Literature (Part II) 

January 27 Dr. Claire Sufrin – Modern Jewish Literature (Part III) 

February 3 Dr. David Shyovitz - "Outsiders" in Medieval Jewish Society (Part I) 

February 10 Dr. David Shyovitz - "Outsiders" in Medieval Jewish Society (Part II) 

February 24 Dr. David Shyovitz - "Outsiders" in Medieval Jewish Society (Part III) 

March 3 Speaker TBD – Judaism and Transgender Issues 

March 10 RefugeeOne – Refugee Update 

March 17 
Rev. Mitchell Brown – Discussion (Part I) of John Gager’s 

Who Made Early Christianity? The Jewish Lives of the Apostle Paul  

April 7 
Rev. Mitchell Brown – Discussion (Part II) of John Gager’s 

Who Made Early Christianity? The Jewish Lives of the Apostle Paul (Part II) 

April 14 Ethan Bensinger - Discussion of the film, “Refuge: Stories of the Selfhelp Home” 

April 28 Grace Overbeke - Women in Jewish American Comedy 

May 5 David Rieser – The Baal Shem Tov 

May 19 Congregation Annual Meeting 
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Note from the Director of Education 
 

We begin this month with turning our clocks back an 

hour on November 4th. Please make a note of this - 

especially for Sunday morning! :) 
 

Our school year is in full swing! A special note about the 

3rd-5th grade curriculum and chugim sessions: During the 

second half of the morning each week, the students 

have had activities that enhance what they have been 

learning in class the first half of the morning. Last month 

they made Jewish Calendars that they will track all year, 

special Tzedakah boxes, and Havdallah sets. They will be 

able to use these Jewish symbols in their everyday lives. 

We have many more surprises in store for them! 
 

Thank you to our Hebrew School parents for adjusting 

very quickly to our new carpool configuration/location! 
 

Please be aware that on November 20 and 25 we will 

not have school due to the Thanksgiving Holiday. 
 

Looking forward to a full month of learning, and on 

behalf of our Religious School, I want to wish everyone a 

wonderful and Happy Thanksgiving! 

               L’shalom, Bibi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B’nai Mitzvah Workshop 
 

Rabbi Elder will be holding a series of four workshops 

that will take the families of students whose b’nai 

mitzvah celebrations will be taking place in the year 

after May 2018 through the Shabbat service. 

Beginning Sunday, November 11 at 12:15 p.m. at 

the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 

and continuing periodically throughout the year, 

Rabbi Elder will break down a section of the 

Shabbat service, explain its themes and its 

language, and provide an opportunity for families 

to look through various books and publications in 

order to begin thinking about how to personalize 

the service. By the end of the series, each family will 

have the tools to complete the Shabbat service for 

their upcoming celebration. The workshop series is 

geared toward students and their parents. If you 

have any questions, please contact Rabbi Elder at 

rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enroll Your Child in                                                       and Invest in His/Her Jewish Future 
 

The SEND-A-KID-TO-ISRAEL PARTNERSHIP (SKIP) program is a special savings plan that helps Chicago area Jewish 

youth visit Israel as an integral part of their Jewish education.  
 

Young people who participate in the program for the full seven years (grades 3 through 9) will have approximately 

$2,000, including interest, saved to help meet the cost of an Israel Experience program. SKIP funds can be used 

beginning the summer after 9th grade through age 26. Furthermore, SKIP contributions, plus interest, are FULLY 

REFUNDABLE at any time should your son or daughter not participate on an Israel Experience program.   
 

SKIP GOAL - an Israel Experience program as part of each child's Jewish education. SKIP funds can be used for your 

family’s choice of a wide variety of approved high school or college Israel Experience programs. 
 

SKIP PARTNERS - your family, your congregation, and the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago each contribute 

to the SKIP savings plan. 
 

SKIP ENROLLMENT - enroll in school grades 3-6 and continue to make contributions through 9th grade.  
 

SKIP FACTS – Thousands of participants are currently enrolled in SKIP through more than 50 participating 

congregations, and many teens and young adults have used their SKIP funds to help them participate on an Israel 

Experience program. 
 

SKIP INFORMATION - for more information on the SKIP program or enrollment in SKIP, contact Hakafa member, Jenny 

Patterson at 312-217-0724 or jrpatterson1959@gmail.com. 
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Volunteers Needed to Help with Family Promise:November 4-11 
 
Help families who are homeless! Family Promise is an interfaith network of congregations that helps families in 
homeless situations return quickly to permanent housing. The churches and synagogues in the Family Promise network 
rotate the responsibility of housing and feeding the guest families. Typically, families are housed at each congregation 
for a week, remaining there between 5:30 p.m. and 7:00 a.m..  
 
The North Shore United Methodist Church (NSUMC) in Glencoe and Hakafa members will be hosting Family Promise 
at NSUMC from November 4-11. We have opportunities available to donate food, prepare meals, enjoy dinner 
with the guests, and stay overnight at the church. This is a great opportunity for Hakafa members, of all ages, to 
volunteer in our own community! Please contact Hakafa member, Peggy Salamon (312-286-4055 
or peggysalamon@me.com), for more details.   
 
To sign up, go to: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084baba72da20-signup. 
 

Social Action 
 

Volunteer Opportunity: Tutors Needed 
 
Nuestro Center in Highwood is looking for volunteers to tutor 
school age children 1st thru 5th grade in reading and math. 
We are looking for volunteers who can commit to at least one 
late afternoon time per week (3:30 - 5:00 p.m.) for a 
minimum of 4 months or a school semester. We would love 
to find volunteers who could commit for a 9-month school 
year. It is not necessary to speak Spanish to participate in 
this worthwhile program. For information: Contact Hakafa 
member, Joan Zahnle (joanzahnle@comcast.net) or 
Barbara Dolinger (bbdolinger@att.net). 

 

Jewish Community Resources 
 
CJE Senior Life (cje.net, 773.508.1000) – Since 1972, CJE SeniorLife has enhanced the lives of older adults and their 
families through a comprehensive network that includes housing, health care, community services, health and wellness 
education, life enrichment programs and applied research.  
 
Jewish Center for Addiction (jcfs.org/Jewish-addiction, 847-745-5422) – The Jewish Center for Addiction (a program 
of Jewish Child and Family Service) was created to build a caring community that is aware of and responsive to the 
problem of addiction and to support individuals and families who struggle with addiction.  
 
Jewish Child and Family Service (jcfs.org, 855-275-5237) - Jewish Child & Family Services (JCFS) provides caring 
and healing services to children, teens, adults, older adults and families for help with autism, support with advanced 
illness, special education, individual and family counseling, and more.  
 
Jewish Healing Network (847.745.5404) – A program of JCFS, the Network’s staff provides information about social 
services, medical resources, and spiritual resources for people who are ill, grieving, or serving as care-givers to help in 
their difficult times. 
 
Shalva (shalvaonline.org, 773-583-4673) - SHALVA offers free, confidential, domestic abuse counseling services. 
 

New Ways to Help at A Just Harvest 
 
On the 2nd Sunday of each month, Hakafa brings 
and serves dinner at A Just Harvest's Community 
Kitchen. AJH serves approximately 150 hot meals 
365 days a year, making it the only year-round 
community kitchen in Chicago. There 
are many ways to help, and no financial contribution 
is necessary. This year, Hakafa's tzedakah fund will 
cover the cost of the main course - Popeye's 
chicken dinner! Your help is needed to: 
 

 pick up the chicken at Popeye's and help 
serve 

 bring milk, fruit, vegetables, or dessert and 
help serve 

 serve food (no contribution necessary) 
 drop off food at Religious School the 2nd 

Sunday of each month 
 donate to Hakafa's tzedakah fund to 

support this worthy effort 
 
Please contact Monique Parsons with questions 
(312-420-1248 or monique.parsons@gmail.com) 
Sign up here: http://tinyurl.com/a-just- harvest 
 
 
 

Winter Coat Drive 
 
Hakafa member, Barbara Scott, is collecting CLEAN and 
gently used OR new coats, and new only hats and mittens for 
children in grades K-8 at various Chicago Public Schools on 
the west side. Please bring the items to the box that is 
currently in the lobby of the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay 
Road, Glencoe). This box will be in the lobby through the end 
of this December. For more information, please contact 
Barbara Scott (bams4@comcast.net or 847-707-5795). 

 

mailto:peggysalamon@me.com
mailto:joanzahnle@comcast.net
mailto:bbdolinger@att.net
mailto:monique.parsons@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/a-just-%20harvest
mailto:bams4@comcast.net
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar              November 2018 – Cheshvan / Kislev 5779 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
          

 1         
 
10:30 am 
Legacy Letters Class 4 
(North Shore Congregation Israel) 
 
10:30 am 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 
12:00 pm 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 
(Office of Sam Goldman) 

 

2             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service  
(Highland Park Community House) 
NOTE DIFFERENT LOCATION 

3              
 

8:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson) 

 

 

4   Family Promise at NSUMC    
 
 

9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Adult Ed (TC)  

Addiction, Literature, Recovery 
and the Path of the Hero 
 

12:30 pm 
“Freedom Song” Performance 
(North Shore Congregation Israel) 

5     Family Promise at NSUMC    
 
 
 

6    Family Promise at NSUMC       
 

9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:30 am 
Mishneh Torah Class 
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis) 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (Glencoe Public Library) 

7     Family Promise at NSUMC        
 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
 

8      Family Promise at NSUMC    
 
10:30 am 
Legacy Letters Class 5 
(North Shore Congregation Israel) 

  
 
 
 

9     Family Promise at NSUMC    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

10   Family Promise at NSUMC    
 
 
 
 
 

11     Family Promise at NSUMC       
 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Adult Ed (TC)  

How Can We Stop the Evil of Family 
Separation? It’s Happening Everywhere in 
our Country, Not Just on the Border 

 

12:15 pm 
1st B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC) 

12     13         
 
9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:15 am 
Siddur Class (NSUMC) 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

14 
 
 
 

        

15    Newsletter Article Due 

 

Rally in Tornillo Texas 
 
 
10:30 am 
Legacy Letters Class 6 
(North Shore Congregation Israel) 

16         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 
 

 

17      
 
8:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson) 

 

 
Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Asher Stern (PM) 
 
7:00 pm 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

18     
 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:35 am-12:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Adult Ed (TC)  

Being a Political Reporter in D.C. Today 
 
12:15 pm 
Worship Committee Meeting (NSUMC) 

19 
 
 

20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

21 
 

 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

22     Thanksgiving 
 

 

23 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

24 
 
Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Jules Wecker (AM) 

 
 
 
 

25 26 27 
9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:15 am 
Siddur Class (NSUMC) 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

28 
 

 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

29 
9:00 am 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie & Ned Robertson) 

 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 
Guest Speaker: Scholar-in Residence,  
Dr. Kenneth Seeskin 

 

TC = Glencoe Park District Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
WCH = Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
NSUMC = North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               December 2018 – Kislev / Tevet 5779 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 

 

1 
8:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson) 
 

7:00 pm 
Scholar-in-Residence Program 
(Home of Lorena & Adam Blonsky) 

2        
 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:35 am-12:00 pm – Adult Ed (TC) 
     Scholar-in-Residence: Putting Judaism 
     Under the Microscope: What Does the 
     Promise of a Messiah Get Us? 

 
 

 

1st Night of Hanukkah 

3       
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2nd Night of Hanukkah 

4         
9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:30 am 
Mishneh Torah Class  
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis) 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 

3rd Night of Hanukkah 

5        
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
 
 

 

4thNight of Hanukkah 

6        
 

10:30 am 
Hebrew Circle 
(Office of Brad Reiff) 
 
12:00 pm 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 
 
 

 
 

5thNight of Hanukkah 

7        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service & Congregational  
Hanukkah Celebration (WCH) 
 

6thNight of Hanukkah 

8      

 

 

 
 
 

 
7thNight of Hanukkah 

9    

9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm – Adult Ed (TC) 
Community Room 1:  
Community Resources for People who 
are Aging 

 

Community Room 2: 
One Congregation, One Book Discussion 
of Tova Mirvis’ The Book of Separation 

 

4:00-6:15 pm 
9th-11th Grade Class Session II (NSUMC) 
 

Last Night of Hanukkah 

10   11      
 
9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:15 am 
Siddur Class (NSUMC) 
 
4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 
 

12 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

13   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

14   Newsletter Articles Due 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Student-Led Shabbat Service (WCH) 

15 
 
8:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson) 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

16 
 

9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:35 am-12:00 pm  
Congregation Meeting (TC) 
 
1:30 pm OR 2:45 pm 
2nd B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (NSUMC) 

17 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:30 am 
Mishneh Torah Class  
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis) 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

19 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

20 
 
9:00 am 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 

21 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

22 
 

 

23 24 25 26 27 28 
 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

29   

30 31  



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Nancy Goodman………………………………………….…………….President 

Heather Ross..........…………………...…………...………………Vice President 

Michelle Miller...…………………………………….….....Operations Treasurer 

Heather Harris....………………………………..…...…………..Dues Treasurer 

Bonnie Koven & Sy Rothstein….....……...………….........Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 
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