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God’s Creation 
 

 Eli recently asked me to quiz him for a biology test. Reviewing his notes with him, I was amazed 

once again by both the intricacy and the complexity of nature. So many things must happen just right for 

us to be able to live on this planet. It amazes me that they do, time and time again. 

In the appendix to her novel, 36 Arguments for the Existence in God: A work of fiction1, Rebecca 

Goldstein offers, then debunks, one of the more oft-cited “proofs” that there must be a God; namely, that 

nature’s elaborate system could only be the intentional result of a Creator. Goldstein posits2 that God’s 

existence should not be dependent on the lack of a complete, scientific explanation for our existence. A 

God that merely fills a void in the deficiency of our knowledge is no god at all. 

But that is what God has always done, hasn’t She? Hasn’t God so often been the answer when we 

run out of “logical” explanations? And, why do we need logical explanations, anyhow? 

Religion is the place for us to sit with the questions for which there are no answers, where the 

gray of existence, and all that is fraught within it, can be shared and elevated. We humans, however, are 

black-and-white; we need answers, because “knowing” affords a veneer of power, control, and comfort. 

And it is when we impose our human black-and-whiteness upon the gray of religion that the greatest 

expression of awe, appreciation, and humility of not knowing – YHVH – becomes the answer for all that 

is unknowable. “God!” the undefinable interjection is lost, replaced by “God,” the pedestrian noun. 

How did we get here? God created us. Why are we here? God has a plan for us. Why do bad things 

happen? God has a reason. “God” is the answer, and we can continue in our daily lives knowing that 

Something that acts, feels, and behaves like a human is taking care of matters, if not in the way we 

would necessarily do it, at least in a way that might make sense to us some day. Such a “God” is one 

that has been created in our image, and not the other way around. It is, again, not much of a god at all. 

Nature, and all that is in it, is overwhelming and breathtaking, and science is doing a wonderful 

job of trying to understand it. That is what science is supposed to do, and religion should neither be 

threatened nor emboldened by what scientists might uncover. The God we have created surely wouldn’t 

be.  

But we are threatened when God is made concrete, human. Having a God that looks and acts like 

us means that we can act like It, giving us license to do things to this world and each other that no god 

would ever imagine. A God that feeds our sense of entitlement and our hubris, instead of diminishing 

both, is the beginning of the end of us all. I hope we are better than that. 

Eli did well on his test. And I was reminded once again of how much we have learned about the 

universe, how much we still have to learn, and how much we may never learn. I am awed and humbled 

by it all. It causes me to take a step back in wonder and to live with the discomfort of relinquishing my 

need to know everything and to feel in control. It allows me to give thanks – not to a noun, but through 

an interjection. 

God! 

That is my creation.  
That is my prayer. 

-Rabbi Bruce Elder 
_________________________________ 
1 New York: Pantheon Books, ©2010 
2 p. 351ff 

D’varim 
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Friday Night Services     
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at the 
Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the following 
evenings: 
  
May 3  Shabbat K’doshim 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Leviticus: 19:1-20:27 

Haftarah: Amos 9:7-15 
  
May 10  Shabbat Emor 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Leviticus 21:1-24:23 

Haftarah: Ezekiel 44:15-31 
 Personal Reflection: Mitch Hoffman 
   
May 17  Shabbat B’har I 
7:00 p.m. Torah Portion:  Leviticus 25:1-26:2 

Haftarah: Jeremiah 32:6-27 
Please Note Earlier Time:  
Shabbat Service & Confirmation Ceremony 

   
May 24  Shabbat B’chukotai 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Leviticus 26:3-27:34 

Haftarah: Jeremiah 16:19-17:14 
 

May 31  Shabbat Bamidbar 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Numbers :1-4:20 

Haftarah: Hosea 2:1-22 
 Shabbat Service and Installation of Officers 
  
 

 
  

 
 

   

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Share Your Holidays 
 

On occasion, there are Hakafa members who 
would like to share holidays with fellow 
congregants and do not have the opportunity 
to do so. If you would like to host a fellow 
congregant for a holiday meal, or if you need 
or want a place to go for the holidays, please 
contact Sylvia Dresser at 847-945-6095. 
 

Confirmation Ceremony 
 
The entire congregation is cordially invited to 
the Confirmation of our 12

th
 grade students at 

Shabbat Services on Friday, May 17 at 7:00 
p.m. (NOTE EARLY START TIME) at the 
Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln 
Avenue, Winnetka). We congratulate our 
Confirmation Class of 5779 and their families:  

 
Zoe Bendoff, Max Bickers,  

Becca Charen, Andrew Cohen,  
Hannah Greenberg, Abby Lambert,  

Jason McCauley, Becca Pollak,  
Jamie Rosenberg, Cally Tucker 

 

Oneg Hosts Needed 
We are looking for hosts for Friday 
evening onegs throughout the year 

 
We are looking for hosts for Friday evening 
onegs. Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a 
wonderful way to help support Hakafa and is 
also a nice way to celebrate a bar/bat mitzvah, 
birthday, anniversary, or other special 
occasion with the congregation. Many people 
honor the memory of a loved one on his/her 
yahrzeit by hosting an oneg.  
 
If you would like to host an oneg, please 
sign up at this link (http://tinyurl.com/oneg-
hosting) or contact one of our Volunteer Oneg 
Coordinators via email at oneg@hakafa.org. 
You can also contact them by phone: 
Ellen/Henry Criz (847-266-9981) or 
Suzanne/Rick Shore (847-722-6797). 
  
 

Lag BaOmer Bonfire: Please Join the Fun! 
 
On Thursday evening, May 23, beginning at 6:30 p.m., we will 
gather at Crow Island Woods Park (1140 Willow Road, 
Winnetka) for Hakafa’s annual Lag BaOmer bonfire! You bring 
dinner, we’ll provide the s’mores!  
 
We are commanded by the Torah to count forty-nine days 
starting from the second day of Passover. On the fiftieth day, we 
celebrate the festival of Shavuot, commemorating the giving of 
the Torah. This 50-day period is called “Counting the Omer.” The 
Omer was a barley offering brought to the Temple on the day we 
start counting, the second day of Passover. “Lag BaOmer” is the 
thirty-third day of counting the Omer. The word “Lag” means 33 
because it is comprised of the letters “lamud” and “gimmel,” 
corresponding to the numerical values of “30” and “3.” In the time 
of Rabbi Akiva, who witnessed the destruction of the Second 
Temple and who was the greatest Torah Sage of his generation, 
24,000 of his disciples died in an epidemic during the counting of 
the Omer. Since the epidemic was suspended on the 33rd day, 
Lag BaOmer has become a joyous day of celebration, complete 
with bonfires – especially in Israel.  
 
So, come join us around the fire for dinner, singing, and 
dessert!  
 
Location and Parking: Crow Island Woods Park lies directly west of 
Crow Island School on Willow Road in Winnetka. Parking is available in 
the center of the park via a gravel road off of Willow Road. A picnic 
shelter with restrooms and stone fellowship circle/fire pit is located just 
south of the parking area. 

 

Prayer and Celebration 
 

 

Shabbat Morning Minyanim 
 
Please join us at 8:30 a.m. on Saturdays, 
May 11 and 25 at the home of Leanne Star 
(314 Park Avenue, Wilmette) for our May 
Shabbat morning minyanim. This hour-long 
service and study is a wonderful opportunity to 
enhance your celebration of Shabbat. People 
of all ages are encouraged and welcome to 
join us.  
 

 

mailto:oneg@hakafa.org
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Prayer and Celebration (continued) 
 

Proposed Changes to Hakafa’s Dues Approach 
 
At the March 15 Congregational Meeting, members discussed the option of making a small change to our dues 
approach. Our practice has been to set a standard dues amount each year (based on the year’s budget total divided by 
the expected number of member families). Each member family is asked to pay that amount and is welcome to pay 
more, but no one is excluded from membership due to an inability to pay the standard amount. In cases of financial 
hardship, an adjustment to the standard amount can be made by contacting the Dues Treasurer to suggest an amount 
that the member has determined is affordable, without any need for explanation or proof. 
  
The change proposed at the March meeting would forego the requirement to contact the Dues Treasurer but would 
otherwise leave our system as is. The determination of the affordable amount would still be made by the member 
family but would simply be marked on the dues form, without any need to talk to the Dues Treasurer. We would still 
suggest a standard amount so that people would know what it takes to keep our congregation running. The hope is that 
this proposed change would reduce any discomfort members might feel about discussing their financial concerns. 
Making this change could also help members understand our congregational finances a bit better, reinforce our values 
of inclusion and community, increase feelings of engagement and commitment to Hakafa, and perhaps encourage 
young families to join and existing families to stay. Other congregations have adopted this approach; a 2015 study 
discusses the results. If you are interested, please find the study here: https://d4ovttrzyow8g.cloudfront.net/763473.pdf 
  
Making this change would require a slight change to the bylaws; that change and the entire issue will be discussed and 
voted on at the Congregation Annual Meeting on Sunday, May 19 at 10:00 a.m.(note earlier time) at the Takiff 
Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe). If you have any questions or comments, please contact Nancy Goodman 
(847-564-3273 or president@hakafa.org).  
 

 
Congregation Annual Meeting:  

Sunday, May 19 
 
Please join Hakafa for our Annual Congregational 
Meeting on Sunday, May 19 at 10:00 a.m., at 
the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, 
Glencoe). (Please note the earlier start time.) The 
following slate of officers for 2019-20 will be voted on 
at this meeting: 
  

President: Nancy Goodman 
Vice President: Deborah Brown 
Operations Treasurer: Ellen Criz 
Dues Treasurer: Heather Harris 

Secretary: Rachel Nador 
 

We will also be voting on our 2019-20 budget and on a 
bylaws amendment regarding our dues structure, and 
choosing how to direct some of our tzedakah funds. If 
you have any questions, please contact Nancy 
Goodman (president@hakafa.org or 847-564-3273).   

 

Installation of 2019-2020 Officers 
 
The installation of our 2019-2020 officers will take place 
during Shabbat Services on Friday, May 31 at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln 
Avenue, Winnetka). Please join us in congratulating our 
Hakafa officers. 

 

Chesed 
 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to reach out to one 
another. If you know of anyone in our congregation who is in 
crisis from an illness, death in the family, or personal stress, 
who could benefit from support, such as a visit, delivery 
and/or preparation of meals, or a ride to a health care 
appointment, please contact Ana Bensinger 
(anabensinger@att.net or 847-926-3223) or Anita Goldberg 
(anitagoldberg@gmail.com or 847-432-8973). You can also 
contact either of them if you would like to volunteer. 

 
 

Live Streaming of Worship Services 
 
If you are unable to make it to our worship 
services, but would like to participate from your 
home, you may now livestream them through our 
website. Go to hakafa.org and click on the listen 
now icon on the home page for instructions. You 
may also view archived events using the link. 
Please note: For optimal audio output, you must 
have the volume turned up on both your computer 
and on the live stream screen itself. 
 

Member News 
 

High Holiday Family Servive Re-write 
Kickoff Meeting 

 
All Hakafa members are invited to join us on Sunday, 
May 5 at 12:15 p.m. in Community Room 1 at the Takiff 
Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) when we will 
begin the re-writing of our High Holiday Family Service 
books. We hope you will join us to add your ideas. If you 
have any questions, please contact Brian Browdy 
(brian.browdy@gmail.com or 847-942-7318). 

 
 

 

https://d4ovttrzyow8g.cloudfront.net/763473.pdf
mailto:president@hakafa.org
mailto:president@hakafa.org
mailto:anabensinger@att.net
mailto:anitagoldberg@gmail.com
mailto:brian.browdy@gmail.com


4                                                  The Circle                                                  May 2019 
 

Member News (continued) 
 

Mazal Tov to:  
 
Our Confirmands and their families 
 
Susan and Steve Varick on the birth of their first 
grandchild, Asher Lukes Rand, to Sarah Varick Rand and 
Dave Rand 
 
If you are having a simcha – a birth, wedding, or the like – 
please let us know (conghakafa@hakafa.org) so that we can 
share your joy with our congregational community. 
 
 

Mazal Tov on Becoming B’nai Mitzvah 
 

May 11 – Yonatan Garfinkel 
May 25 – Alex Kriser 

 

Please Offer Your Ideas for Endowment Fund Programs 
 
Congregation Hakafa maintains an endowment fund that we use to support new programs and activities that aren’t 
covered by our annual budgeting process. Congregants are welcome to offer suggestions and proposals for such 
programs and activities. The Endowment Trustees will be meeting at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 28 at the home of 
Sy Rothstein (495 Clavey Court, Highland Park) to consider new requests. This meeting is open to all congregants. 
  
Please attend the meeting, or contact the trustees with your ideas or questions. Our three trustees are Seymour 
Rothstein (sybike@yahoo.com or 847-432-1756), Bonnie Koven (ekoven@aol.com or 847-644-9105), and Nancy 
Goodman (president@hakafa.org or 847-564-3273). And please remember, financial contributions to the Endowment 
Fund are always welcome—any time of the year.  
 

Hakafa Annual Canoe Trip July 18-21 
Sign Up Now! 

  
This year we will return to the Pine River Paddle Sports 
Center (PRPSC) in Wellston, MI. We have potable water 
available at the site. A short walk from our campsite are 
bathrooms equipped with sinks, flush toilets, and hot 
showers. At our planning meeting(s) we will divvy out 
meal responsibilities. Children are welcome, but they 
must be strong swimmers. Based on prior trip expenses, 
the cost per person for the campsite, canoes, and 
gratuities will be $160.Scholarships are available. Please 
contact Rabbi Elder if a scholarship is needed.   
  
So that we can pay our deposit, please send a check and 
ASAP for $100 per person made out to: John Wolfson 
and mail to him at: 3232 Maple Leaf Drive, Glenview, IL 
60026). Deposits are refundable. The final payment of 
$60 per person is due June 1. We have scheduled a 
planning meeting on Sunday, June 2 at 7:00  p.m. at the 
North Shore Untited Methodist Church (213 Hazel 
Avenue, Glencoe).  Contact John Wolfson (847-344-
9323 or johnwolfson1952@gmail.com) with questions. 
 

Thank you to: 
All of the Shabbat-in-the-Home hosts for opening up 
their homes for a wonderful evening of dinner and 
conversation.  
 
Amy Acri for, once again, coordinating our beautiful 
congregational Passover seder 
 
Carol Anne Been for coordinating our annual 
participation in Maot Chitim.  
 
Karen Berman for coordinating, shopping for, packing, 
and mailing Passover Care Packages to our Hakafa 
undergrads 
 
Debbie Fogel for seamlessly coordinating another 
successful Shabbat-in-the-Home.  
 
Betsy Hersher, Jonah Orlofsky, Linda Gordon, 
Alex Stern, Kadima Volunteers, and all of those 
who contributed so meaningfully to Art Fest 4. 
 
Don Pollak and Lynn Sanders for coordinating and 
leading our Passover Seder at the Robineau 
Residence. 
 
Peggy Salamon and all of the other generous 
volunteers who helped to host Family Promise in April. 
 

 
Young Adults Brunch on May 19 

 
Are you a 20- or 30-year-old? Do you live in 
Chicagoland?  If you are a Hakafa member, you grew 
up at Hakafa, your family is a member, or you are 
connected to us somehow, we want to see you! 
Beginning eighteen months ago, we decided to get 
together every few months for nosh, discussion, and to 
get to know one another.  
 
Please join us on Sunday, May 19 at 12:30 p.m. at 
the home of Katie and Eric Dublis (2954 W. Irving 
Park Rd, Unit 2E, Chicago) for a potluck brunch. We 
will eat, schmooze, and reconnect with Rabbi Elder 
and with each other.  
 
Contact Eric (ericdublis@gmail.com) or Katie 
(kettlinger@gmail.com) by May 15 with questions 
and/or to R.S.V.P. 

 

Condolences to: 
 
Larry Stein and family on the loss of his mother, Paula 
Stein. 

 

mailto:sybike@yahoo.com
mailto:ekoven@aol.com
mailto:president@hakafa.org
https://maps.google.com/?q=3232+Maple+Leaf+Drive,+Glenview,+IL+60026&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=3232+Maple+Leaf+Drive,+Glenview,+IL+60026&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(847)%20344-9323
tel:(847)%20344-9323
mailto:johnwolfson1952@gmail.com
mailto:kettlinger@gmail.com
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Hakafa Location Accessibility Guide 
 
The information provided below is designed to give general information about accessibility at the locations 
where we hold services, classes, programs, and events. For specific questions, please contact our office 
(admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687) or the actual location.  

 
 A Just Harvest (www.ajustharvest.org): Accessible building with street parking. 
 Crow Island Woods Park: Gravel parking lot to paved sidewalk. 
 Davis Household (ablakleydavis@gmail.com): Ranch House with no steps. Dogs and cats present. 
 North Shore United Methodist Church (www.nsumcglencoe.org): No steps into the building; two-step 

stairway inside building (ramp available); elevator available (with help for the door) to second floor. 
 Office of Brad Reiff (breiff@compasslexecon.com): 13

th
 floor of accessible building. 

 Office of Phil Zisook (zisook@dlec.com): 17th floor of accessible building. 
 Robertson Household (mrobertson595@gmail.com): No steps into the house. 
 Star Household (l-star@northwestern.edu): Two, short steps into an accessible main floor. Two dogs present. 
 Takiff Center (www.glencoeparkdistrict.com/Facilities/Takiff-Center): Accessible building; programs that take 

place on the second floor accessible by elevator – a short walk on the second level to classrooms.  
 Winnetka Community House (www.winnetkacommunityhouse.org): Ramp into building. 

 
Please note: Large print prayer books are available at Shabbat services. 

Member News (continued) 
 

Hebrew Circle 
 
If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners 
welcome!) looking to practice your Hebrew with 
other Hebrew speaking Hakafa members, 
please join Rabbi Elder on Thursday, May 2 at 
10:30 a.m. at the office of Brad Reiff (332 S. 
Michigan Avenue, 13th floor, Chicago) for an 
hour of conversation – all in Hebrew! 
 

Two Weekly Opportunities  
for Torah Study 

 
Tuesday Evening Torah Class:  
7:30 to 8:45 p.m. 
North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
 
Wednesday Afternoon Torah Class: 
1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions 

Adult Education 
 

Lunch and Learn in the Loop 
 
“Lunch & Learn in the Loop” will take place at noon on 
Thursday, May 2 at the office of Phil Zisook (225 W. 
Washington Street, Suite 1700, Chicago). Bring your own lunch 
and prepare to participate in a lively discussion with Rabbi Elder!  

 

Nosh and Know on the North Shore 
 
“Nosh & Know on the North Shore” will take 
place on Thursday, May 16 at 9:00 a.m. at the 
home of Cookie and Ned Robertson (211 
Dennis Lane, Glencoe). Join us for a lively 
conversation with Rabbi Elder!   

 

Midrash Class 
 
Join us on Tuesday mornings from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. at the 
North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe) to study midrash. Midrash is the creative, interpretative 
process of the rabbis over generations. Through midrash, we 
see how the rabbis saw the text of the Bible - its lessons, it 
messages, its practical applications, and its relevance to them 
throughout time.  

 

The Siddur: Its Meaning and Theology 
 
How many of us know what our Hebrew prayers actually say? 
How many of us know what they mean? Join us at 10:15 a.m. 
on Tuesdays, May 14 and 28 at the North Shore United 
Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) as we explore 
the Jewish prayer book. During each session we will look at 
prayers in Hebrew, translate them together, discuss their 
theology, and parse what they might mean for us today. 

 

Mishneh Torah 
 
Our February sessions of Mishneh Torah (Jewish law) class will 
be held on Tuesdays, May 7 and 21 at 10:30 a.m. at the home 
of Allison Blakley Davis & Kenneth Davis (2940 Moon Hill 
Drive, Northbrook). Come join us and Rabbi Elder to learn more 
about what Halacha has to say on almost every aspect of life. 
  

 

mailto:admin@hakafa.org
http://www.ajustharvest.org/
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Film Group 
 

Our final film of the season is The Women's 
Balcony, screening on Saturday, May 18 at 
7:00 p.m. at the North Shore United 
Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe). 
 
With a talented ensemble cast, the film portrays 
a tight-knit Orthodox congregation in Jerusalem 
thrown into crisis mode. After the women’s 
balcony collapses at a bar mitzvah celebration, 
the rabbi is in shock, his wife is comatose,  and 
a charismatic young rabbi steps in to save the 
day, leading to a contentious gender rift in the 
congregation. From the Ebert site: ”While the 
mood is that of a gentle and affectionate 
comedy, the film makes some extremely sharp 
points about fanaticism, sexism masked as 
holiness, and tolerance among the faithful.” 
 
Come for dinner at 6:00 p.m!  We’ll be ordering 
pizza from Little Red Hen, so please R.S.V.P. 
to Carol McCardell (847-727-0029) or at 
mcsolomon@comcast.net for dinner ($5 per 
person). Or, simply come for the movie at 7:00.   
Feel free to bring friends, family, salad 
(especially welcome), or a nosh (no popcorn). 
 

Family Promise Volunteer Training 
 
Please consider attending the Family Promise volunteer 
training on Monday, May 20 at 7:00 pm at St. 
Elisabeth's Episcopal Church (556 Vernon Avenue in 
Glencoe). The training will take place in the Guild Room 
(follow the signs) and the presenter will be Tracy 
McKeithen of Family Promise North Shore.  Ages 12 
and up are welcome. We look forward to learning more 
about this wonderful volunteer opportunity helping 
families with children who are in emergency homeless 
situations here on the North Shore. We hope you can 
join us!  Contact Lauren Edelston 
(lauren.edelston@gmail.com) or Carrie Mygatt 
(carriemygatt@gmail.com) with questions. 
 

Adult Education (continued) 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Education in May  
 
All Hakafa adults are invited to participate in our final Sunday 
Morning Adult Ed class of the school year. Please join us on 
Sunday, May 5 from 10:35 a.m. until 12:00 noon in Community 
Room 1 at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
when we will once again be joined by Hakafa member, David 
Rieser, whose topic will be Miracle Worker: The Ba'al Shem 
Tov and the Roots of Modern Hasidism. 
 
While the Ba'al Shem Tov lives in legend now as the founder of 
the Hasidic Movement, the reality is far less grand but more 
interesting. He was instead one of a number of Ba'al Shem 
popular in 18th century Lithuania-Poland for their powers to heal 
and help, whose ability and personal charisma brought him 
prominence and students. He wrote very little but his students 
told and embellished his stories and developed doctrines which 
led to the modern movement. In our class we will discuss the 
known life facts of the Ba'al Shem Tov, his historical context and 
the legacy created by later followers.  
 
David Rieser is a lawyer by profession and while he was always 
a history buff, his B'nai Mitzvah at Hakafa eleven years ago 
sparked an apparently insatiable interest in Jewish history. He 
made the mistake of telling Rabbi Elder about some of his 
reading so this is now his tenth adult education discussion.  

 
 Social Action 

 

Hakafa Serves Breakfast at The Crib  
(The Night Ministry) – Volunteers Wanted 

 
Hakafa will be serving breakfast at The Crib - The Night 
Ministry’s LGBTQ shelter in Uptown on Sunday 
morning, June 16. We are looking for two to four 
volunteers, age 25 and older, to assist in bringing and 
serving breakfast from 7:00 to 9:00 a.m. in Uptown. 
Please contact Barb Scott (bams457@gmail.com or 
847-707- 5795) to sign up to help. 
 

Volunteers Needed to Help at A Just Harvest 
 
Good news! We have a NEW fried chicken provider for 
our monthly meal at A Just Harvest Community Kitchen. 
The Jewel/Osco in Gateway Plaza, 1763 Howard St., is a 
reliable, more affordable source and is getting rave 
reviews from A Just Harvest guests.  
 
Volunteers needed! There are many open spots on 
May 12, June 9, July 14 and August 11. NO 
FINANCIAL OBLIGATION necessary! Hakafa is 
reimbursing full cost of the chicken, and servers are 
always needed. Contact Monique Parsons 
at monique.parsons@gmail.com.  
 
Sign up here: http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest 
 

Refugee Soponsorship Update 
 
There are refugees trickling into the United States, 
primarily from the Congo as of now, who are in 
desperate need of our help.  We are trying to gauge the 
interest level of Hakafa members in supporting another 
family.  
 
Please contact Allison Stein (ajzstein@gmail.com) or 
Bob Turner (turner.r@comcast.net) if you are able to 
assist a new, immigrant family. 
 

mailto:mcsolomon@comcast.net
mailto:lauren.edelston@gmail.com
mailto:carriemygatt@gmail.com
mailto:bams457@gmail.com
mailto:monique.parsons@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest
mailto:ajzstein@gmail.com
mailto:turner.r@comcast.net
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Social Action (continued) 
 

Hakafa to Participate in Jewish Day of Action in Springfield on May 9  
in Support of Immigration Rights 

 
Hakafa will be joining JCUA, HIAS Immigration & Citizenship, RAC-IL, and T'ruah on May 9 for an advocacy day in 
Springfield to support the Campaign for a Welcoming Illinois' immigration reform bills. We will work to ban private 
detention facilities in Illinois, bar police agencies in Illinois from being deputized as ICE agents and ensure that every 
Illinois resident has access to state-funded financial aid, regardless of immigration status.  
 
We will leave Chicagoland around 6:00 a.m. and return around 6:30 p.m. Rabbi Elder will be driving and would love to 
fill his car with folks from Hakafa. Contact him (rabbi@hakafa.org, 847-266-8854) with questions or to reserve your 
space.  
 
Registration and more information can be found here: https://tinyurl.com/Jewishdayof-actionspringfield  
 
Our state Senators need to know: the Jewish community stands together for a #WelcomingIL! 

 

The greater Chicago area Jewish community has many organizations to which you can turn should you need support. 
Here are a few of them: 
 
CJE Senior Life (cje.net, 773.508.1000) – Since 1972, CJE SeniorLife has enhanced the lives of older adults and their 
families through a comprehensive network that includes housing, health care, community services, health and wellness 
education, life enrichment programs and applied research.  
 
Jewish Center for Addiction (jcfs.org/Jewish-addiction, 847-745-5422) – The Jewish Center for Addiction (a program 
of Jewish Child and Family Service) was created to build a caring community that is aware of and responsive to the 
problem of addiction and to support individuals and families who struggle with addiction.  
  
Jewish Child and Family Service (jcfs.org, 855-275-5237) - Jewish Child & Family Services (JCFS) provides caring 
and healing services to children, teens, adults, older adults and families for help with autism, support with advanced 
illness, special education, individual and family counseling, and more.  
 
Jewish Healing Network (847.745.5404) – A program of JCFS, the Network’s staff provides information about social 
services, medical resources, and spiritual resources for people who are ill, grieving, or serving as care-givers to help in 
their difficult times. 
 
Shalva (shalvaonline.org, 773-583-4673) - SHALVA offers free, confidential, domestic abuse counseling services to the 
Chicago Jewish Community. 
 
 

Jewish Community Resources 
 

Short-Term Housing Needed for Asylum Seekers 
 

Three local, nonprofit organizations welcome asylum seekers in need of housing and supportive services. Viator House 
of Hospitality and Bethany House of Hospitality welcome unaccompanied immigrant males and females, respectively, 
who age out of youth shelters and have nowhere to live. Interfaith Community for Detained Immigrants offers housing 
to adults released from detention who have nowhere to live. At times, these homes are filled to capacity and are unable 
to welcome additional participants. For the youth, their only option is adult detention, usually in a jail. For adults, their 
only options are area shelters.  
 
A number of Hakafa members have agreed to explore opening their homes to provide short-term housing (less than a 
week) for folks waiting for a room with one of these organizations.  
 
If you are interested in learning more about how you can help, please let Bob Turner (turner.r@comcast.net) know 
ASAP. 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
https://tinyurl.com/Jewishdayof-actionspringfield
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Note from the Director of Education 
  

Another school year is about to end! Each year 

seems to fly by!  
 

We begin the month with a special Yom 

Ha’Atzmaut All-School Education Day on Sunday, 

May 5. We have some amazing activities and 

learning opportunities planned for our students! On 

Sunday, May 12, we will not have school in order for 

families to be able to celebrate Mother’s Day! Our 

last day of Religious School will be on Sunday, May 

19. We will have our Annual Friendship Circle and 

Teacher Appreciation Ceremony along with other 

surprises! We will also have a Hakafa Summer 

Kickoff Picnic where members are encouraged to 

invite neighbors, friends, and family who might be 

interested in our Hakafa community. 
 

We continue to have regular Tuesday Hebrew 

School sessions. Our last day of Hebrew School will 

be on Tuesday, May 14 when our Hey Students (7th 

graders) will graduate. Mazal Tov to our graduates! 
 

Our 12th grade class will be confirmed on Friday 

night, May 17. Mazal Tov to our confirmands! 
 

A special Mazal Tov to our 3rd-5th grade teacher, 

Debbie Garber, on the birth of her new grandson! 
 

This year, we accomplished so much and our 

students learned a great deal! We are already 

excited to begin planning for our next school year.  
   

On behalf of our Religious School, I would like to wish 

all of our Hakafa families a wonderful and restful 

summer. Looking forward to seeing all of you in the 

fall! 

     L'shalom, Bibi 

 
May Dates to Note. . . 
 

May 5 – Religious School 

May 7 – Hebrew School 

May 14 – Last Day of Hebrew School 

             – Hebrew School Graduation (4:45 PM) 

May 19 – Last Day of Religious School 

 

 

 
 

 

Hebrew School Graduation 
 

Our Seventh Grade Hebrew School students will 

graduate on Tuesday, May 14. They will lead the 

Hebrew School Tuesday evening service that will 

include their graduation. All Hakafa families are 

invited to join the seventh grade Hebrew students 

for this special service at 4:45 PM at the Takiff 

Center. A celebration for the 7th graders and their 

families will follow. We congratulate our Hebrew 

School Graduates and their families: 
  

Cole Degodny, Yonatan Garfinkel, 

Estelle Kwartowski, Kanoa Wean, 

Jules Wecker, Brianna Wylie 

   

Sunday Bagels Thank-You    
 

Todah Rabah (thank you very much) to all of the 

families who set-up and cleaned-up the Sunday 

bagels throughout this school year and to Laura 

Glick for so seamlessly coordinating them. This 

generous offer of time means so much to all 

Hakafa families!  
 

 
 

As the 2018-19 school year comes to a 
close, please plan to join us on the last 

day of Religious School at 11:15 a.m. as we 
honor our teachers at our yearly 

 
Teacher Appreciation Ceremony, 

 
say l’hitraot for the summer at our annual 

 
Hakafa Friendship Circle, 

 
and celebrate with a 

 
Summer Kickoff Picnic! 

    
 

 

 

 



Join us for a 
 

Congregation Hakafa 
Summer Kick-Off  

 

 
 

Sunday, May 19, 2019 
11:45 a.m. 

immediately after classes and our annual 
Congregation Friendship Circle 

 

Grassy Area behind the Takiff Center 
(999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 

 
We’ll provide the hot dogs, chips, and drinks! 

And – as always – the ice cream truck 
will bring us treats! 

 
Questions? Contact Rona (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687) 

 
 
We encourage everyone to invite neighbors, friends, and 
family who might be interested in Hakafa to join us as 
we celebrate the end of another wonderful school year 
and look forward to the next one!  



Congregation Hakafa Calendar        May 2019 – Nisan / Iyyar 5779 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1    

 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

2     Yom HaShoah 
(Holocaust Remembrance Day) 

 
10:30 am 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 
Memoir Writing Class – Session 5 
(North Shore Congregation Israel) 
 
12:00 pm 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 
(Office of Phil Zisook) 

3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

4 
 
 
 

5  
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Adult Ed (TC)  
     Miracle Worker: The Ba’al Shem Tov 

     and the Roots of Modern Hasidism 
 

12:15 pm 
High Holiday Family Service Re-write Kickoff 
Meeting (TC) 
 

4:00-6:30 pm  
9th -11th Grade Final Class Session (NSUMC) 

6 7 
 

9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:30 am 
Mishneh Torah Class  
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis) 
 
 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

8   Yom HaZikaron 
(Israel’s Memorial Day) 

 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

9   Yom HaAtzmaut 
(Israel’s Independence Day) 

 
Memoir Writing Class – Session 6 
(North Shore Congregation Israel) 

 

10 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service with  
Personal Reflection from Mitch Hoffman 
(WCH) 

11 
 
8:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Leanne Star) 
 

Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Yonatan Garfinkel (AM) 

 

12   Mother’s Day 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30-7:00 pm 
12th Grade Workshop II (NSUMC) 

14 
 
9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:15 am 
Siddur Class (NSUMC) 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Last Day of Hebrew School (TC) 
     4:45 pm - Hebrew School Graduation 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

15 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

16 
 
9:00 am 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 
 

Memoir Writing Class – Session 7 
(North Shore Congregation Israel) 

 

17 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm (NOTE EARLY TIME) 
Shabbat Service and  
Confirmation Ceremony (WCH) 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

19 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Last Day of Religious School (TC) 
 

10:00-11:15 am 
Congregation Annual Meeting (TC) 
NOTE EARLY START TIME 
 

11:15 am 
Annual Friendship Circle followed by 
Summer Kickoff Picnic (TC) 
 

12:30 pm 
Hakafa Young Adult Brunch 
(Home of Katie and Eric Dublis) 

20 21 
 
9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:30 am 
Mishneh Torah Class  
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

22 
 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

23   Lag BaOmer 
 
 
Memoir Writing Class – Session 8 
(North Shore Congregation Israel) 
 

 
 
 
6:30-8:30 pm  
Congregational Lag BaOmer Bonfire 
(Crow Island Woods Park) 

24 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

25 
 
8:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Leanne Star) 
 

Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Alex Kriser (AM) 

 

26 27   Memorial Day 28 
9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:15 am 
Siddur Class (NSUMC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Endowment Fund Meeting 
(Home of Sy Rothstein) 

29 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

30 31 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service and 
Installation of Officers (WCH) 

 



Congregation Hakafa Calendar               June 2019 – Iyyar / Sivan 5779 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

          
    

1      

2  Yom Yerushalayim 
(Jerusalem Day) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Canoe Trip Planning Meeting (NSUMC) 

3    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4     

 
9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:30 am 
Mishneh Torah Class  
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis) 
 

 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

5      
 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

6    

 
10:30 am 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 
12:00 pm 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop  
(Location TBA) 

7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

8 

 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Community-Wide Tikkun L’eil Shavuot 
(Temple Jeremiah) 
 

Erev Shavuot 

9        Shavuot 
 
3:30 am 
Early Morning Tikkun and Yizkor Service 
(NSUMC & Glencoe Beach) 

 

10   

 
 
 
 

 

11   
 

9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:15 am 
Siddur Class (NSUMC) 
 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

12     

 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

13 

 
9:00 am 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 

 

14    
 

 

 
5:45 pm 
Picnic Dinner (Elder Lane Beach, Winnetka) 
 
7:00 pm – NOTE EARLY TIME 
Shabbat Service at the Beach  
(Elder Lane Beach, Winnetka) 

15   

  
 

 
Hakafa Israel Trip Departs 

 
 

16        Father’s Day 
 
7:00 am 
Hakafa Serves Breakfast at The Crib 

17    
 

 
 

 

18    
 

 

19     
 
 
 
 

20    
  

21     
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm -   NOTE DIFFERENT LOCATION 
Shabbat Service 
(Highland Park Community House) 

22    
 

 

23   24     25 26 27 28 
 

 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

29 

30 
 
 

Hakafa Israel Trip Returns 

 

 

 

TC = Glencoe Park District Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
WCH = Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
NSUMC = North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Nancy Goodman………………………………………….…………….President 

Heather Ross..........…………………...…………...………………Vice President 

Ellen Criz.............…………………………………….….....Operations Treasurer 

Rachel Nador…………………………………………………………...Secretary 

Heather Harris....………………………………..…...…………..Dues Treasurer 

Bonnie Koven & Sy Rothstein….....……...………….........Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 

The Circle  
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