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BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

Peace 
 

I am sitting on the floor of a room in an in-patient hospice home. It is a toasty 76 degrees in here. The 

morning sun is shining through the window, dulled slightly by the sheer, linen curtain covering the patio 

door that separates – no, insulates – us from “out there.” The television drones softly in the background, a 

man trying to win a car on The Price is Right. Nurses stroll by the open door to my left, doing what they do 

at facilities like this. It is quiet, comfortable, and serene here – a peace one would expect in a place designed 

to help move people through the last moments of their lives. 

I am sitting on this floor, but my mind is not in here; it’s “out there,” in the crazy cacophony of the 

creative process we call collective living. For some reason, we humans seem to treasure noise, even as we 

spend so much time claiming to want to escape it. We push on in our doing and in our becoming, professing, 

all along, to want a simpler life. We form ever-more complicated societies, cultures, mechanisms, and 

structures that remain remarkably simple and base in their intent: To allow each of us to get what we feel we 

need as easily and quickly as possible.  

The distance between what we have and what we feel we need is the impetus behind human 

innovation, interaction, and interconnectedness, to be sure. But it is also the root of much, if not most, of the 

evil that pollutes our lives. It is what drives different peoples to try to figure out how to live together, and it 

is what drives different peoples to try to figure out how not to. Its cooperative spirit, in its most pristine 

form, provides opportunities for as many people as possible in a given collective to have the opportunity to 

have enough – enough material comfort, intellectual stimulation, emotional stability, spiritual serenity, and 

creative outlet - even if it doesn’t allow us to feel content with what we have. And, its darkest impulses drive 

much of the oppression, hoarding, entitlement, and dehumanization we see in the world today. In the 

constant tension between the yin and the yang of non-zero and zero-sum dynamics, the latter always seems 

to win in the end. 

This may sound like the trite lament of one who is confronting the mortality of a loved one and, by 

extension, his own. It is not. It is more of an elegy, a contemplation of the competing emotions contained in 

the tears that are moistening my cheeks. Hazy sentimentalities of the memories I share with the person 

sleeping in front of me intertwine with my momentary loathing of the beautiful peace encompassing us both. 

It is a peace that I can’t quite embrace – not for her, as I know that it means she will soon die, and not for 

me, knowing it is a mere reprieve from the disharmony of our collective, indulgent carelessness. Sitting vigil 

beside someone who is dying should not be a temporary haven from the crazy we create in our lives. It 

should be a wake-up call to those of us who will continue to live to consider how much of that crazy is 

totally unnecessary in the first place and why we wait until times like these to realize it. 

Humans are not the cause of all the problems in the world. We are, however, the cause of most of 

them. It takes great hubris to think you are the cause of something and great humility to realize you don’t 

have to be. There are real problems out there – real suffering. Why must we contribute to them as much as 

we do? 

My loved one is breathing comfortably right now. She doesn’t want to be. She still wants to be out in 

the crazy, and I want her to be out there with us all. It won’t be long, I know. And maybe, just maybe, when 

I go out there and look back to the “in here,” I will try a little harder to own and to emanate some of its 

serenity ... before it is my “in here” and someone else is lamenting beside me. 

Peace, my friend. Peace to us all. 

-Rabbi Bruce Elder 

 
 

D’varim 
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Friday Night Services     
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at 
the Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the 
following evenings: 
  
February 1 Shabbat Mishpatim 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Exodus 21:1-24:18 

Haftarah: II Kings 12:5-16 
  
February 8 Shabbat T’rumah 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Exodus 25:1-27:19 

Haftarah: I Kings 5:26-6:13 
   
February 15 Shabbat T’tazveh 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Exodus 27:17-20:30:10 

Haftarah: Esther 7:1-10 
   
February 22 Shabbat Ki Tasa 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Exodus 30:11-34:35 

Haftarah: I Kings 18:1-39 
  
 

 
  

 
 

   

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 Share Your Holidays 
 

On occasion, there are Hakafa members who would like to share 
holidays with fellow congregants and do not have the opportunity 
to do so. If you would like to host a fellow congregant for a 
holiday meal, or if you need or want a place to go for the 
holidays, please contact Sylvia Dresser at 847-945-6095. 
 

Shabbat Morning Minyanim 
 
Please join us at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
February 9 at the home of Barbara and 
Allen Anderson (849 Oak Drive, Glencoe) 
and on Saturday, February 23 at the home 
of Leanne Star (314 Park Avenue, Wilmette) 
for our February Shabbat morning minyanim. 
This hour-long service and study is a 
wonderful opportunity to enhance your 
celebration of Shabbat. People of all ages are 
encouraged and welcome to join us 

Oneg Hosts Needed 
We are looking for hosts for Friday 
evening onegs throughout the year 

 
Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a wonderful 
way to help support Hakafa and is also a nice 
way to celebrate a bar/bat mitzvah, birthday, 
anniversary, or other special occasion with the 
congregation. Many people honor the memory 
of a loved one on his/her yahrzeit by hosting 
an oneg.  
 
If you would like to host an oneg, please sign 
up at this link (http://tinyurl.com/oneg-hosting) 
or contact one of our Volunteer Oneg 
Coordinators via email at oneg@hakafa.org. 
You can also contact them by phone: 
Ellen/Henry Criz (847-266-9981) or 
Suzanne/Rick Shore (847-722-6797). 
 

Shabbat in the Home: Hosts 
Needed for April 5 

 
Shabbat in the Home takes place one Friday 
evening each year. Fifteen or more Hakafa 
families host a potluck Shabbat dinner, and 
every congregation member is invited to dine 
and share the evening at one of the homes.  
 
If you are willing to open up your home to 
other Hakafa members for a potluck dinner on 
Friday, April 5, 2019 please contact Debbie 
Fogel (curlyfogel@yahoo.com or 312-576-
6775) or sign-up at this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/shabbat-in-the-home.  
 
We hope to get enough volunteer hosts and 
hope you will join us as we celebrate Shabbat, 
share a delicious meal, enjoy interesting 
conversation, meet new friends, and reconnect 
with old ones!  

 

Livestreaming of Worship Services 
 
If you are unable to make it to our worship services, but would 
like to participate from your home, you may now livestream them 
through our website. Go to hakafa.org and click on the listen now 
icon on the home page for instructions. You may also view 
archived events using the link.  
 
Please note: For optimal audio output, you must have the volume 
turned up on both your computer and on the live stream screen 
itself. 

 

Prayer and Celebration 
 

Chesed 
 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to reach out to one 
another. If you know of anyone in our congregation who is in 
crisis from an illness, death in the family, or personal stress, who 
could benefit from support, such as a visit, delivery and/or 
preparation of meals, or a ride to a health care appointment, 
please contact Ana Bensinger (anabensinger@att.net or 847-
926-3223) or Anita Goldberg (anitagoldberg@gmail.com or 847-
432-8973). You can also contact either of them if you would like 
to volunteer. 

 
 

mailto:oneg@hakafa.org
http://tinyurl.com/shabbat-in-the-home
mailto:anabensinger@att.net
mailto:anitagoldberg@gmail.com


3                                                  The Circle                                             February 2019 

Member News 
 

Condolences to: 
 
Beth Kaufmann and family on the loss of her father, Paul 
Krouse. 
 
Harriet Meyer and family on the loss of her father, Joseph 
Skom. 
 

Artfest 4: Call for Artists/Performers 

and Volunteers 
 
Hakafa will present its fourth tribute to the visual and 
performing arts on Sunday, April 14 at 2:00 p.m. at 
the Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln 
Avenue, Winnetka). There will be displays by Hakafa’s 
visual artists plus a program of Hakafa’s performing 
artists. Visual or performing artists (high school or 
older) who would like to participate should contact 
Jonah Orlofsky (847-835-3816 or 
jorlofsky@orlofskylaw.com). Volunteers are also 
needed to help set up both the Artfest and the 
oneg/reception. If interested, contact Betsy Hersher 
(847-945-5974 or HersherB@hersher.com).  

 
 

Mazal Tov to: 
 
Karen and David Dosik and family on the birth of their 
grandchild, Tyler Joseph, to Jessica and Mark Musial 
 
 

Mazal Tov to the Following Bat Mitzvah: 
February 23 – Estelle Kwartowski 

 

Thank you to: 
 
Dottie Hammel and Bonnie Koven for once again 
flawlessly coordinating and providing a wonderful 
Congregational Tu B’Shevat Seder. 

 

Nominating Committee Meeting 
 
The Nominating Committee will be meeting 
on Tuesday, February 19 at 7:00 p.m.at the 
Wilmette Public Library (1242 Wilmette Avenue, 
Wilmette)  to select the slate of officers to recommend 
to the congregation for Hakafa’s next fiscal year, 
beginning June 1.  
 
This meeting is open to all members. If interested in 
attending the Nominating Committee meeting, you 
must notify Jeff Rosenberg in writing/email 
( jsrosenberg964@gmail.com) prior to February 19

th
. 

Hakafa Location Accessibility Guide 
 
The information provided below is designed to give general information about accessibility at the locations where we 
hold services, classes, programs, and events. For specific questions, please contact our office (admin@hakafa.org or 
847-242-0687) or the actual location. Please note: Large print prayer books are available at Shabbat services. 

 
 A Just Harvest (www.ajustharvest.org): Accessible building with street parking. 
 Anderson Household (caabaa@sbcglobal.net): Ranch house with no steps. Two cats present. 
 Davis Household (ablakleydavis@gmail.com): Ranch House with no steps. Dogs and cats present. 
 Highland Park Community House (http://www.highlandparkcommunityhouse.org/): Has an accessible 

entrance and washroom. 
 North Shore United Methodist Church (www.nsumcglencoe.org): No steps into the building; two-step 

stairway inside building (ramp available); elevator available (with help for the door) to second floor. 
 Office of Brad Reiff (breiff@compasslexecon.com): 13

th
 floor of accessible building. 

 Office of Sam Goldman (segoldman@me.com): Accessible building.  
 Robertson Household (mrobertson595@gmail.com): No steps into the house. 
 Star Household (l-star@northwestern.edu): Two, short steps into an accessible main floor. Two dogs present. 
 Takiff Center (www.glencoeparkdistrict.com/Facilities/Takiff-Center): Accessible building; programs that take 

place on the second floor accessible by elevator – a short walk on the second level to classrooms.  
 Wilmette Public Library (www.wilmettelibrary.info): Accessible building. 
 Winnetka Community House (www.winnetkacommunityhouse.org): Ramp into building. 

 

On Facebook 
 
Go to https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark and click "Like.” The Facebook page 
allows us to communicate with you. We use it to update you on information about the congregation, to give you 
announcements on events that are new and immediate to the calendar, and to show off a bit with pictures. 

Accessibility at Hakafa 
 
If you become aware of any accessibility issues within the 
congregation, please contact our Chesed Committee 
Chairs, Ana Bensinger (anabensinger@att.net or 847-
926-3223) or Anita Goldberg (anitagoldberg@gmail.com 
or 847-432-8973).  

mailto:jorlofsky@orlofskylaw.com
mailto:HersherB@hersher.com
mailto:jsrosenberg964@gmail.com
mailto:admin@hakafa.org
http://www.ajustharvest.org/
mailto:caabaa@sbcglobal.net
http://www.highlandparkcommunityhouse.org/
mailto:segoldman@me.com
http://www.wilmettelibrary.info/
https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark
mailto:anabensinger@att.net
mailto:anitagoldberg@gmail.com


 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN 

AFTERNOON VIOLIN RECITAL! 
 

 

 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2019 

2:00 P.M. 

HIGHLAND PARK COMMUNITY HOUSE 
1991 SHERIDAN ROAD, HIGHLAND PARK 

 

 

 

Congregation Hakafa’s Kadima Group invites the entire Congregation to an 

afternoon violin recital with Hakafa member and violinist, Henry Criz, along with 

pianist Neil Posner. Music will include sonatas by Beethoven, Brahms, & Mozart.  
 

 

A dessert reception will follow the recital. 
 
 

 

Henry CrizHenry CrizHenry CrizHenry Criz (He played Kol Nidre at Hakafa’s Yom Kippur Service 

this year.) has played violin since he was 7 and has spent his life 

performing professionally. He has been a soloist in Europe, 

Eastern Europe, the Middle East, and in numerous places in the 

U.S. (including the White House). He was concertmaster at Lyric 

Opera of Chicago for 10 seasons.  
 

 

 

Neil Posner, Esq.Neil Posner, Esq.Neil Posner, Esq.Neil Posner, Esq. has played piano since he was 5 and performed on 

and off-Broadway, at Lincoln Center and Carnegie Hall. He owned a 

successful Los Angeles recording studio, but changed careers to law 

after 40. He is now chair of the insurance coverage group at the law 

firm of Much, Shelist, although he continues to perform publicly a few 

times a year. 
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Adult Education  
 

Sunday Morning Adult Education: February Schedule 
All Hakafa adults are invited to participate in our Adult Study classes led by both congregational and community 

scholars who will delve into a variety of topics of special interest and expertise.  
Feel free to come for one session or for all of them! 

 
On February 3, we will have two Adult Education Options: 
 
For our first option, please join Katie Cangemi as she leads a discussion titled “One White Woman’s Journey into 
Family and through Race.” Working as a social worker in a group home at Children’s Home and Aid in her mid-
twenties, Katie Cangemi became closely connected to a young boy named Albert. When he was diagnosed with cancer 
at the age of 14, she knew his odds of surviving would greatly improve outside of the group home context and in the 
care of a dedicated advocate. Katie fostered Albert through his fight with cancer and into adulthood - building a safe 
and loving home for them both. Yet in February 2015, like too many young black men in America, Albert was tragically 
shot and skilled - an innocent bystander in an act of violence in Rogers Park. Katie will share her own journey with and 
beside Albert and, through that lens, her own struggles with how to understand and confront race and racism in 
America. 

 
Katie Cangemi is a Senior Program Officer leading Community Health Initiatives at BCBS IL. In addition to overseeing 
grant-making, sponsorships, and partnership to improve health conditions and health access for people in low-income 
communities across the state, she has led BCBS’ pioneering approach to addressing violence as one of our city’s most 
pressing public health issues. She has also targeted BCBS grants to address social determinants of health that 
jeopardize community well-being and safety, using approaches that foster resilience.  
 
For our second option, please join Dr. David Shyovitz when he returns to present “The Outsider.” In pre-modern 
Europe, Jews were the consummate "outsiders": they lived in self-segregated communities, and their practices and 
beliefs differed from those of their non-Jewish neighbors. As such, they were often confined to the margins of Christian 
society, were regarded with suspicion and antipathy, and were frequently subjected to discrimination and persecution. 
But pre-modern Jewish communities were themselves hardly homogeneous or socially undifferentiated. “Marginalized” 
Jewish communities had margins of their own, and in this series, we will examine the criminals, physically and mentally 
ill individuals, and other socially disadvantaged groups who occupied tenuous positions within Jewish society. How did 
Jewish traditions and values contribute to, or help mitigate, societal boundaries and hierarchies? What lessons--about 
social boundaries, religious tolerance, or communal ethics--might we learn from the Jewish past that can inform the 
tensions and debates of the Jewish present? Please note: This presentation will continue on February 10 and 24. 

 
Dr. David Shyovitz is Associate Professor of History at Northwestern University, and has a joint appointment at the 
Crown Center for Jewish and Israel Studies. His research and teaching focus on pre-modern Jewish cultural and 
intellectual history, with a particular emphasis on Jewish-Christian relations. He is the author of the recently published 
book A Remembrance of His Wonders: Nature and the Supernatural in Medieval Ashkenaz.  

 
 

Mishneh Torah 
 
Our February sessions of Mishneh Torah (Jewish law) class will 
be held on Tuesdays, February 5 and 19 at 10:30 a.m. at the 
home of Allison Blakley Davis & Kenneth Davis (2940 Moon 
Hill Drive, Northbrook). Come join us and Rabbi Elder to learn 
more about what Halacha has to say on almost every aspect of 
life. 

 

Nosh and Know on the North Shore  
 
“Nosh & Know on the North Shore” will take place on 
Thursday, February 21 at 9:00 a.m. at the home of Cookie 
and Ned Robertson (211 Dennis Lane, Glencoe). Join us for a 
lively conversation with Rabbi Elder! New participants are 
always welcome.  
 

Two Weekly Opportunities for 
Torah Study 

 
Tuesday Evening Torah Class: 
7:30 to 8:45 p.m. 
North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
Please Note: There will be no class on 
February 5 or  26. 

 
Wednesday Afternoon Torah Class: 
1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
Please Note: There will be no class on 
February 6 and 27. 
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Lunch and Learn in the Loop 
 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take place at 
noon on Thursday, February 14 at the office 
of Sam Goldman (333 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 
602, Chicago). Bring your own lunch and 
prepare to participate in a lively discussion with 
Rabbi Elder! New participants are always 
welcome. 
 

Hebrew Circle 
 
If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners 
welcome!) looking to practice your Hebrew with 
other Hebrew speaking Hakafa members, 
please join Rabbi Elder on Thursday, 
February 14 at 10:30 a.m. at the office of 
Brad Reiff (332 S. Michigan Avenue, 13th floor, 
Chicago) for an hour of conversation – all in 
Hebrew! 

 

The Siddur:Its Meaning and Theology 
 
How many of us know what our Hebrew prayers actually say? 
How many of us know what they mean? Join us at 10:15 a.m. on 
Tuesday, February 12 at the North Shore United Methodist 
Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) as we explore the Jewish 
prayer book. During each session we will look at prayers in 
Hebrew, translate them together, discuss their theology, and 
parse what they might mean for us today. 
 

Coming this Spring: Memoir Writing Class: Register Now! 
 
Hakafa and North Shore Congregation Israel are joining together to offer a special, 8-session Memoir Writing Class 
on Thursdays, April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 2, 9, 16, and 23 at North Shore Congregation Israel (1185 Sheridan Road, 
Glencoe). Please note that the 10:30-12:30 class is now full. Another section that will run on the same dates 
from 1:00-3:00 PM will open if there are enough registrations.  
 
You are never too young or too old to write the stories of your life. Now is the time to record them for future generations 
of family and friends! Join Carole Mark Gingiss as she begins her 21

st
 year of teaching Memoir writing! Carole is a 

gifted teacher who has taught countless students to successfully write their memoirs in the private, sacred space of her 
class. Please note that Memoirs will be written at home and read aloud in class. Everyone will have the opportunity to 
share and receive positive comments (only) with your fellow students. Note that privacy is of paramount concern to this 
class; what goes on in the class stays in the class. Registration is required. To register, contact Rona 
(admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687). For more information, contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-

8854) or Carole Mark Gingiss (cmgingiss@att.net). 

Adult Education (continued) 
 

Midrash Class 
 

Join us on Tuesday mornings from 9:00 to 
10:00 a.m. at the North Shore United 
Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe) to study midrash. Midrash is the 
creative, interpretative process of the rabbis 
over generations. Through midrash, we see 
how the rabbis saw the text of the Bible - its 
lessons, it messages, its practical applications, 
and its relevance to them throughout time. 
Through the study of midrash, we will see how 
much of our understanding of the biblical text 
has been influenced by theirs.  
 
Please Note: There will be no class on 
February 26. 
 

Film Group: The Catcher was a Spy  
 
Please join us when we screen The Catcher Was a Spy on 
Saturday, February  16 at 7:00 p.m. at our offices at the 
North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe). 
 
The film, directed by Ben Lewin, is an American spy thriller 
based on the real-life post-baseball career of Moe Berg. Berg 
was raised in Newark, New Jersey, and graduated from 
Princeton—quite an accomplishment for a young Jewish man in 
the anti-Semitic Ivy League university system—and went on to 
chalk up a 15-year career in major league baseball.  During 
World War II, he worked for the Office of Strategic Services, the 
precursor to the CIA, in the effort to beat Germany in the race to 
build the first atomic bomb. 
 
We are pleased to have Barry Gross--attorney, lifelong baseball 
fanatic, and childhood friend of Mike Solomon-- present this 
movie. 
  
Come for dinner at 6:00 p.m!  We’ll be ordering pizza from Little 
Red Hen, so please R.S.V.P. to Carol McCardell (847-727-
0029) or at mcsolomon@comcast.net for dinner ($5 per person). 
Or, simply come for the movie at 7:00 p.m.   Feel free to bring 
friends, family, beverages, salad (especially welcome), or a 
nosh, but please no popcorn. 
 

mailto:admin@hakafa.org
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:cmgingiss@att.net
mailto:mcsolomon@comcast.net


 

                                                                 Hakafa Youth News  

            February 2019 

 
 

 

 

Note from the Director of Education 

 

Welcome back to our 6th-8th grade teacher, Ashley 

Silver, from maternity leave.  So happy to have you 

back! 

 

A big Todah Raba to our Tu B’Shevat parent 

volunteers who helped make our Seder run smoothly 

and be such a success! 

 

In Religious School, we begin this month with our 3rd - 

5th graders and their parents visiting The Ark to help 

in the food pantry there.  They have also collected 

toiletry items that will be donated. Thank you to all 

those who brought supplies! 

 

Thank you to Sharon Morton for spending three weeks 

with our 6th-8th graders and their families for another 

outstanding inter-generational program.   

 

Remember that this month we do not have Religious 

School on February 17, and we do have school on the 

last Sunday of the month - February 24.  Our Hebrew 

School schedule remains the same. 

 

Stay warm! 

 

L’shalom,  

Bibi 

 
 

 

 

 

Visitors Welcome! 
 

If you have any friends who have children up through 

8th grade and who are thinking about synagogue 

membership, please know that they are welcome to 

visit Hakafa and get a sense of our Religious School 

and/or Hebrew School on a Sunday and/or Tuesday. 

Please let Bibi know (education@hakafa.org or 847-

650-7720) if you’d like to bring a visitor! 

 

 

3rd/4th/5th Grade Students and 

Parents Visit The ARK 
 

On Sunday, February 3, parents of all Hakafa 3rd, 4th, 

and 5th graders will join their children for a Social 

Action Field Trip to The ARK. Our 4th and 5th graders 

and their parents participated in this field trip last 

year, and this year they will have the chance to 

return, joined by our 3rd graders and their parents, 

for an educational program about what The Ark is 

and does - as well as a chance to help out in the 

food pantry. 
  

The Ark (www.arkchicago.org) is a not-for-profit, 

community-funded, Jewish health and human 

services agency that provides free social and 

medical services to help distressed members of the 

Chicagoland Jewish community return to self-

reliance.   
 

 

B’nai Mitzvah Workshops 
 

Rabbi Elder’s “Walk through the Shabbat 

Service” b’nai mitzvah workshop series will 

continue on Sunday, February 24 at the Takiff 

Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe). Families 

with morning services will meet from 12:15 to 1:30 

PM, and families with evening services will meet 

from 1:30 to 2:45 PM At that time, Rabbi Elder will 

break down the Amidah and the Torah Service, 

explaining their themes and language. He will 

again provide an opportunity for families to look 

through various books and publications in order 

to continue thinking about how to personalize 

the service. This series is designed for families of 

students whose b’nai mitzvah celebrations will be 

taking place from now through April 2020. By the 

end of the series, each family will have the tools 

to complete the Shabbat service for their 

upcoming celebration. The workshop series is 

geared toward students and their parents. All 

b’nai mitzvah candidates and families are 

welcome to attend, even if you missed the first 

two. If you have any questions, please contact 

Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org).
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Jewish Community Resources 
 

Refugee Sponsorship Update 
 
The Siniauski Family, who arrived from Belarus last month, is 
doing well. They started classes at RefugeeOne last week, 
and their English is already noticeably better. They are very 
eager to learn and very appreciative of all that Hakafa has 
done for them. The daughter, Eva, has been particularly 
excited by the new clothes and coat - she always tries 
everything on that we bring her. They are happy and in good 
spirits. Thanks to everyone who helped welcome them and 
make their new home so nice. 
 
The refugees that Hakafa is supporting are doing amazingly 
well and have achieved a lot in a short time, but it still isn’t 
easy. As the new year and new challenges arrive for each of 
the refugees, as they struggle to make ends meet, we are 
asking for small donations to help them buy necessities 
that they can’t afford on their own. Please make any 
donations payable to “Rabbi Elder’s Discretionary Fund,” and 
put “Refugees” on the memo line of your check. Donations 
can be mailed to: Congregation Hakafa, P.O. Box 409, 
Glencoe, IL 60022. 
 

The greater Chicago area Jewish community has many organizations to which you can turn should you need support. 
Here are a few of them: 
 
CJE Senior Life (cje.net, 773.508.1000) – Since 1972, CJE SeniorLife has enhanced the lives of older adults and their 
families through a comprehensive network that includes housing, health care, community services, health and wellness 
education, life enrichment programs and applied research.  
Jewish Center for Addiction (jcfs.org/Jewish-addiction, 847-745-5422) – The Jewish Center for Addiction (a program 
of Jewish Child and Family Service) was created to build a caring community that is aware of and responsive to the 
problem of addiction and to support individuals and families who struggle with addiction.  
Jewish Child and Family Service (jcfs.org, 855-275-5237) - Jewish Child & Family Services (JCFS) provides caring 
and healing services to children, teens, adults, older adults and families for help with autism, support with advanced 
illness, special education, individual and family counseling, and more.  
Jewish Healing Network (847.745.5404) – A program of JCFS, the Network’s staff provides information about social 
services, medical resources, and spiritual resources for people who are ill, grieving, or serving as care-givers to help in 
their difficult times. 
Shalva (shalvaonline.org, 773-583-4673) - SHALVA offers free, confidential, domestic abuse counseling services to 
the Chicago Jewish Community. 
 

Social Action 
 

Rebuilding Puerto Rico 
 
Hakafa is planning to return to Puerto Rico the week of April 
7 to continue our work in Las Marias. Once again, we will be 
joining Jim Goodine and Habitat for Humanity of Bennington 
County, VT, repairing homes damaged by last year’s 
hurricane. This year, we have invited members of the 
Winnetka Congregational Church and the Muslim Community 
Center of Morton Grove to come with us. Contact Mike 
McCullough (mcculloughme@gmail.com, 847-997-6563) or 
Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org, 847-266-8854) to learn 
more or to sign up.  

 

Help Serve Breakfast at The Crib 
 
Hakafa will be serving breakfast at The Night 
Ministry’s LGBTQ shelter in Uptown – The Crib - 
which provides emergency overnight shelter for 25 
young adults - on Sunday, February 17 from 7:00 
to 9:00 a.m. We are looking for two to four 
volunteers, age 25 and older, to assist in bringing 
and serving breakfast in Uptown on this Sunday 
morning. Contact Hakafa member, Barb Scott 
(bams457@gmail.com or 847-707-5795), if you 
can help out.  
To learn more about the Night Ministry, visit their 
website: https://www.thenightministry.org/ 

 

Ways to Help at A Just Harvest 
 
On the 2nd Sunday of each month, Hakafa brings 
and serves dinner at A Just Harvest's Community 
Kitchen. There are many ways to help, and no 
financial contribution is necessary. This year, 
Hakafa's tzedakah fund will cover the cost of the 
main course - Popeye's chicken dinner! Your help 
is needed to: 
 
 pick up the chicken at Popeye's and help serve 
 bring milk, fruit, vegetables, or dessert and help 

serve 
 serve food (no contribution necessary) 
 drop off food at Religious School the 2nd 

Sunday of each month 
 donate to Hakafa's tzedakah fund to support 

this worthy effort 
Please contact Monique Parsons 
(monique.parsons@gmail.com or 312-420-1248)  
for more information. 
Sign up here: http://tinyurl.com/a-just- harvest  
 

 

mailto:mcculloughme@gmail.com
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:bams457@gmail.com
https://www.thenightministry.org/
mailto:monique.parsons@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/a-just-%20harvest
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               February 2019 – Shevat / Adar I 5779 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 

 
 
 

 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

2 
 

 

3        
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:35 am-12:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Adult Ed (TC)  

Community Room 1: 
“Outsiders” in Medieval Jewish Society 
(Part I) 
 
Community Room 2: 
One White Woman’s Journey into Family 
and through Race 

 
12:00-1:00 pm 
High School Trip Planning Session (TC) 

4       
 

5        
 

 
9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:30 am 
Mishneh Torah Class  
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis) 
 

 
 
4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

 

6        
 
 
 
 

 

7       
 

 

8        
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

9      

 
8:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson) 

 

 
 

10    
 

9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Adult Ed (TC)  

“Outsiders” in Medieval Jewish Society 
(Part II) 
 

2:00 pm 
Violin Recital with Henry Criz 
(Highland Park Community House) 

11    12      
 

9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:15 am 
Siddur Class (NSUMC) 
 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

13 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

14    
 
 

10:30 am 

Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 

12:00 pm 

Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

(Office of Sam Goldman) 

 
 

15    Newsletter Articles Due 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

16 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
7:00 pm 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

17 
 

 

18  Presidents’ Day 
 

 

19 
 

9:00 am - Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:30 am 
Mishneh Torah Class  
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis) 
 

4:15-6:00 pm - Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:00 pm 
Nominating Committee Meeting  
(Wilmette Public Library) 
 

7:30 pm - Torah Study (NSUMC) 

20 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

21 
 
 
9:00 am 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 

22 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

23 
 
8:30 am 

Shabbat Morning Minyan 

(Home of Leanne Star) 

 

Bat Mitzvah Service of 

Estelle Kwartowski 

 
 

24 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:35 am-12:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Adult Ed (TC)  

“Outsiders” in Medieval Jewish Society 
(Part III) 

      
12:15 pm OR 1:30 pm 
3rd B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC) 

25 26 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 

27    
 
 

28 
 

Hakafa’s High School Trip 
to the Jewish South 

 

 

TC = Glencoe Park District Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
WCH = Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
NSUMC = North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               March 2019 – Adar I / Adar II 5779 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 1 
 

Hakafa’s High School Trip 
to the Jewish South 

 

 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

2 
 

Hakafa’s High School Trip 
to the Jewish South 

 

3        
 

Hakafa’s High School Trip 
to the Jewish South 

 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Adult Ed (TC)  

Judaism and Transgender Issues 
 

4      
 

5       
 

9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:30 am 
Mishneh Torah Class  
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis) 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

6        
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

7       
 
10:30 am 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 
12:00 pm 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 
 

8        
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

9      

 
8:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson) 

 

 
 

10   
 

9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Adult Ed (TC)  

Refugee Sponsorship Update 
      
4:00-6:15 pm  
9th -11th Grade Class Session III (NSUMC) 

11    12      
9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:15 am 
Siddur Class (NSUMC) 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

13 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

14    
 
 

9:00 am 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 

15    Newsletter Articles Due 
 
 
 
 
6:15 pm 
Congregation Meeting (WCH) 
 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

16 
 

8:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson) 
 
Bar Mitzvah Service of 

Charlie Goldberg 

 
7:00 pm 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

17 
 

9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Adult Ed (TC)  

Discussion of John Gager's "Who Made 
Early Christianity? The Jewish Lives of the 
Apostle Paul (Part I) 

 
12:15 pm 
Final B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC) 
 
3:00 pm 
Confirmation Class Parent/Student Meeting 
and Prep Session I (NSUMC) 

18   
 

 

19 
 

9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:30 am 
Mishneh Torah Class  
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis) 
 

 
 
 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

20 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Erev Purim 
 
7:00 pm  
Purim Megilla Reading (WCH) 

21        
 

 
Purim 

22 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

23  
 

 
 

24 25 26 27    28 
 

29 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

30     

31  

https://hcil.crm2.jvillage.net/civicrm/event/info%3Fid%3D4925%26reset%3D1
https://hcil.crm2.jvillage.net/civicrm/event/info%3Fid%3D4925%26reset%3D1
https://hcil.crm2.jvillage.net/civicrm/event/info%3Fid%3D4925%26reset%3D1


 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Nancy Goodman………………………………………….…………….President 

Heather Ross..........…………………...…………...………………Vice President 

Ellen Criz.............…………………………………….….....Operations Treasurer 

Rachel Nador…………………………………………………………...Secretary 

Heather Harris....………………………………..…...…………..Dues Treasurer 

Bonnie Koven & Sy Rothstein….....……...………….........Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 

The Circle  
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