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We are told that a society is judged by the way it treats people who are elderly, who are disabled, who are
poor, or who are strangers … whichever susceptible population might agitate our righteous indignation. I contend that
we are judged by how we treat each other, person by person, regardless of, but sensitive to, each of our particular
vulnerabilities. If that is the case, how are we, as America, doing? How would we be judged?
The sign nailed to a dying tree outside Miss Q’s1 house states, Our Family is a circle of strength & love. Miss
Q is an elderly woman, and she has lived in that house her entire life. It was her parents’ home before it was hers, and
though they died decades ago, their possessions continued to overwhelm her cozy dwelling until the day we arrived
there last week to remove them. Miss Q raised her own children in that house as well.
Miss Q continued to live in her water-damaged home in the months after Hurricane Harvey. The clothes in her
closets were still wet from Harvey’s rains. Her furniture was still damp. Her walls were moldy and chipped. A house
that was certainly in disrepair before the flood had become a real health hazard in the months thereafter. This house is
Miss Q’s only possession in this world. It is her anchor and her security. She agreed to leave it the day we arrived there
to dismantle it. Her decision to finally go, even though she knew she would eventually return, was a big one.
Miss Q was one of the 900,000 Texans to apply for FEMA funds in the aftermath of the hurricane, and she
was one of the nearly 300,000 applicants to be denied assistance.1 She was rejected, she was told, because FEMA is
funding flood damage, defined as water coming into a dwelling from the ground up. The water that poured into Miss
Q’s house descended from the roof during Harvey’s torrential rains. Therefore, FEMA stated, her claim cannot be
considered.
When poor, marginalized communities are the last, and not the first, to be rebuilt after a disaster, I wonder
how our society would be judged. When the agencies and institutions that we create to support us fail us in our time of
need, I wonder how we would be judged. When a woman must stay in her dirty, moldy home after a calamitous
disruption, because she has no other option – and we have seen it in every community we have served over the last
decade of our doing disaster relief at Hakafa – I wonder how we would be judged.
But, when I experience people reaching out to help others, just because they can and feel they must, I am
reminded of how much goodness lies beneath the veneer of indifference our societal decisions and priorities promote.
The Saint Bernard Project (SBP) is one of many non-profit agencies that are on the ground in Houston,
rebuilding homes as part of the massive relief effort that continues to envelop the region. SBP trains AmeriCorps
interns in carpentry work and teaches them to oversee volunteer groups such as ours to clear out, clean up, and rebuild
homes as efficiently and qualitatively as possible. Their goal is to shrink the time between disaster and recovery, and
they do remarkable work. Miss Q and SBP found one another. They gained her trust. She agreed to let them repair her
home, and we were brought in to help with the tail end of clearing out the house.
Miss Q was sitting on a chair in her front yard as we moved her soggy possessions to her garage. She did not
seem unhappy we were there. A couple of us spent time getting to know her. In the end, we were all standing around
and schmoozing. SBP encourages it. They want to put a face to the rebuilding, to make it more intimate and real. They
want us to become a closer and more humane society.
It was an honor to meet Miss Q. I wish her well as recovery begins for her at last. But, it was a blessing to be
with those who were there to help her maintain her history, her individuality, her dignity, and her home – who, in
being there, enlarged her circle of strength and love a bit, if only for a brief time. They are the true determinants of a
just society. They are where the judgment lies. They are the embodiment …
… of hope.
-Rabbi Bruce Elder
_________________________
1

Not her real name
https://patch.com/texas/houston/hurricane-harvey-recovery-slower-poor-minority-victims

2

2

The Circle

February 2018

Prayer and Celebration
Shabbat Morning Minyanim
Friday Night Services
The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at the
Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the following
evenings:
February 2
7:30 p.m.

Shabbat Yitro
Torah Portion: Exodus 18:1-20:23
Haftarah: Isaiah 6:1-7:6
Shabbat Services and Tu B’Shevat Seder

February 9
7:30 p.m.

Shabbat Mishpatim
Torah Portion Exodus 21:1-24:18
Haftarah: Il Kings 12:5-16

February 16
7:30 p.m.

Shabbat T’rumah
Torah Portion: Exodus 25:1-27:19
Haftarah: I Kings 5:26 - 6:13

February 23
7:30 p.m.

Shabbat T’tzaveh
Torah Portion: Exodus 27:20-30:10
Haftarah: Esther 7:1- 10

Live Streaming of Services
If you are unable to make it to our worhsip services, but would like
to participate from your home, you may now live stream them
through our website. Go to: hakafa.org and click on the “listen now”
icon on the home page for instructions. You may also view archived
events using the link. Please note: For optimal audio output, you
must have the volume turned up on both your computer and on the
live stream screen itself.

Please join us on Saturdays, February 3
and 24 for our February Shabbat morning
minyanim. The February 3 minyan will take
place at the home of Barbara and Allen
Anderson (849 Oak Drive, Glencoe), and
the February 24 minyan will take place at
the North Shore United Methodist Church
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). Both services
will begin at 8:30 a.m. This hour-long
service and study is a wonderful opportunity
to enhance your celebration of Shabbat.
People of all ages are encouraged and
welcome to join us.

Oneg Hosts Needed
We are looking for hosts for Friday
evening onegs in 2018. Hosting a Friday
evening oneg is a wonderful way to help
support Hakafa and is also a nice way to
celebrate a bar/bat mitzvah, birthday,
anniversary, or other special occasion with
the congregation. Many people honor the
memory of a loved one on his/her yahrzeit
by hosting an oneg. If you would like to host
an oneg, please contact Sally Nador
(nadorsally@gmail.com or 847-727-4357),
to reserve a date or sign-up at this link:
http://tinyurl.com/oneg-hosting

Congregational Shabbat Service
and Tu B’Shevat Seder

Celebrate Purim with Hakafa!
We’ve heard it from the Grammys, through the grapevine, leaving
on a jet plane, in a yellow submarine, amidst the sounds of silence,
wishing upon a star, with all our heart and soul, under a disco ball,
on the television, through the painful 80's, with Glee, on Broadway,
and more. This year? Ready, set, action!
Come to Hakafa’s annual Purim Megilla Reading on Wednesday,
February 28, at 6:30 PM at the Winnetka Community House (620
Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka)!
Stay after the reading and dare to be judged by Haman and Esther
as you sing your favorite karaoke tunes. Who will become this
year’s Shushan Idol? There will be hamentashen for everyone to
nosh and free prizes for anyone wearing a costume!

The Jewish New Year of Trees, Tu
B’Shevat (pronounced Too Bish-VAHT),
falls on Wednesday, January 31 this year.
According to the Talmud, the fifteenth of the
Hebrew month of Shevat (Tu in Hebrew
means “fifteen”) is the day designated as
the end of the period in which most of
Israel’s yearly rain has fallen and marks the
time when trees have used up water from
the previous year’s rainfall and have begun
absorbing the water of the New Year.
On Tu B’Shevat, by honoring the cycle of
our trees, we sanctify the power of nature
through a Tu B’Shevat Seder. Our
congregational seder will take place on
Friday, February 2 immediately following
7:30 p.m. services.
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Prayer and Celebration (continued)
Shabbat in the Home: April 20, 2018 Hosts Needed!
Shabbat in the Home takes place one Friday evening each year. Fifteen or more Hakafa families host a potluck
Shabbat dinner, and every congregation member is invited to dine and share the evening at one of the homes.
If you are willing to open up your home to other Hakafa members for a potluck dinner on Friday, April 20, 2018
please contact Debbie Fogel (curlyfogel@yahoo.com or 312-576-6775) or sign-up at this link:
http://tinyurl.com/shabbat-in-the-home.
We hope to get enough volunteer hosts and hope you will join us as we celebrate Shabbat, share a delicious meal,
enjoy interesting conversation, meet new friends, and reconnect with old ones!

Share Your Holidays
On occasion, there are Hakafa members who would like to share holidays with fellow congregants and do not have the
opportunity to do so. If you would like to host a fellow congregant for a holiday meal, or if you need or want a place to
go for the holidays, please contact Sylvia Dresser (847-945-6095).

Member News
Mazal Tov to:

Please Help Us in Welcoming Our New Members:

Karen and David Dosik on the marriage of
their daughter, Jessica, to Mark Musial and
on the engagement of their son, Matthew, to
Marisa Shapiro.
Valentina Shekhter and Roman Gofman on
the birth of their grandchild, Nathan Benjamin,
to Irene and Ari Brettman.

Marc and Esther Pullman
Mary Stowell

Condolences to:
Marc Jacobs and family on the loss of his mother, Jeanne Jacobs
Don Pollak and family on the loss of his father, William Pollak

Leanne Star on the birth of her grandchildren,
Naveen Satya Feigon, to Brooke and Gautam
and Eleanor Dorothy Conti, to Maia and Mike.
If you are having a simcha – a birth, wedding, or the like
– please let us know (conghakafa@hakafa.org) so that
we can share your joy with our congregation.

Irene Schechter and family on the loss of her sister, Bethe Segal
Rachel Schulman and family on the loss of her mother, Joanne
Davis Reagler
Hope Sheffield and family on the loss of her mother, Margo
Reisman

January 14 Congregation Meeting Summary
At our January 14, 2017 congregational meeting, we had many good discussions! Full minutes of the meeting will be
available prior to the next meeting on March 9. Here’s a quick summary for now:
A social action listening campaign will start soon, led by Allyson Haut and Joe Greenberg. They’ll talk with many
Hakafa members to explore what issues people care about, which will direct our social action plans over the next few
years.
A new plan to distribute our tzedakah money was approved. We’ll vote at congregational meetings to fund various
organizations, we can continue to support the work of speakers at Shabbat services, and we’ll respond to emergency
efforts. Our religious school students will continue to choose how to spend a portion of the total tzedakah collections.
Our membership committee met to brainstorm efforts to recruit new members. Toward that end, a new social media
initiative will be headed up by Tammy Bendoff. Keep an eye on our Facebook page!
Our worship committee will be exploring the creation of a new prayerbook for Erev Rosh Hashanah, crafted by
Hakafa members. If you’re interested in participating, contact Brian Browdy.
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Member News (continue)
Membership: Adding to Our Circle

Next Hakafa One Congregation, One Book

We are somewhat unique among religious organizations
in that we don’t advertise per se. However, we are always
looking for a few new members who will be a good fit for
our congregation. We could use some help with what to
say about Hakafa and how to reach out - who better to
turn to than current members? Please send an email or
call
Sylvia
Dresser
(847-945-6095
or
sylviadresser@gmail.com) with your ideas for the
following:

Hakafa’s book group will meet on Sunday, April 29 at
10:35 AM at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road)
to discuss The Secret Book of Kings by Yochi
Brandes.



What are the top 3 things you love about Hakafa?



What great ideas do you have on growing
registration in our Religious School?

This novel takes textual sources about the experiences
of David and Solomon and spins a story about the
foundation of the Kingdom of Israel. Ms. Brandes
combines her skills as a novelist with her training in
academic Jewish scholarship to create a novel that
raises the question of what untold stories there may be
when the available historical sources were written by
the victors. Get your copy of the book now so that you
th
can join the discussion on April 29 !

Worship Committee Update
The Worship Committee began discussing ways of
making Hakafa services, including High Holiday services,
more meaningful to our members and friends. The
Committee reported on these discussions at last month’s
Congregational Meeting and voted to approve the
Committee’s efforts in exploring drafting a new Hakafa
prayer book for use at the Erev Rosh Hashana service.
The Committee welcomes those who want to participate
in this experiment. Contact Brian Browdy (847-942-7318
or brian.browdy@gmail.com) if interested.

Chesed
Chesed is our attempt to reach out to anyone in our
congregation who is in crisis from an illness, death,
personal stress, and could therefore benefit from
support such as a visit, delivery and/or preparation of
meals, or a ride to a health care appointment. Contact
Ana
Bensinger
(847-926-3223
or
anabensinger@att.net) or Anita Goldberg (847-4328973 or anitagoldberg@gmail.com).

Kadima
One of Hakafa's initiatives is Kadima ("forward" in Hebrew). Formed in the fall of 2013, this group is made up primarily
of "forward" thinking, dynamic empty-nest members of the congregation, but is really open to all interested
congregants. Kadima has organized several special events each year including:








Kadima barbecues/pot luck dinners to socialize and plan future activities - always well attended and lots of fun
Field trips to the Holocaust museum, Spertus Museum, and the Evanston Art Center for specific exhibits and lecture tours
An evening with our own Sara Goodman about Jewish music history to learn new music for Hakafa services
Providing group members to read to and speak about growing up Jewish (or not!) to our religious school students (very
popular with both presenters and students!)
A presentation by Cantor Figga for an evening of Yiddish songs
Annual Hakafa Chanukah celebrations at Shabbat services during Chanukah
With Kadima and Hakafa, founding members Jerry and Elaine Friedman, sponsored Sydney Friedman for his nationally
acclaimed mentalist presentation - a wildly successful afternoon for all ages!

We believe there are many, many opportunities for future activities. Some plans are:







Inter-generational activities in addition to the religious school presentations
Hakafa Artfest 4 - congregational art/music show for the entire congregation featuring Hakafa musicians and artists of all
ages
A violin recital by Hakafa member Henry Criz in advance of his planned European performances in October
Visits and outings to/with members (or parents of members) who need a little extra companionship
A group tour to the Chicago History Museum focusing on two new exhibits
o The 50th anniversary of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King (open Jan. 5 through December)
o "Amplified Chicago Blues" (opens April 7 and ends Aug. 10, 2019)
Additional music, art, and theater outings for Kadima members and/or the congregation at large

If you are interested in getting to know like-minded, forward-thinking Hakafa members, or have ideas of other needs we
can fill, please contact Betsy Hersher (hersherb@hersher.com). To be added to our Kadima e-mail list, please contact
Ellen Criz (hecriz@sbcglobal.net). We will be adding to our activity plans, so watch for us. Join the fun!
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Member News (continued)
Film Group
Please join us when we screen The Rape of Europa on Saturday, February 17 at 7:00 p.m. at our offices at the
North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). This fascinating Emmy-nominated
documentary chronicles the Nazis’ thievery of priceless works of art throughout Europe, and the efforts of hundreds of
people in the occupied countries to thwart them.
Come for dinner at 6:00 p.m! We’ll be ordering pizza from Little Red Hen, so please R.S.V.P.by noon on the 17th to
Carol McCardell (847-727-0029) for dinner ($5 per person). Or, simply come for the movie at 7:00. Feel free to bring
friends, family, beverages, or a nosh (please no popcorn).

Accessibility at Hakafa
If you become aware of any accessibility issues within the congregation, we hope you will share them with us by
speaking confidentially with one of our Chesed Committee Chairs, Ana Bensinger (anabensinger@att.net or 847-9263223) or Anita Goldberg (anitagoldberg@gmail.com or 847-432-8973). We thank you for your help in making our
congregation welcoming and accessible to all.

Hakafa Location Accessibility Guide
The information provided below is designed to give general information about accessibility at the locations where we
hold services, classes, programs, and events. For specific questions, please contact our office (admin@hakafa.org or
847-242-0687) or the actual location.









A Just Harvest (http://www.ajustharvest.org/): Accessible building with street parking.
Anderson Household (caabaa@sbcglobal.net): Ranch house with no steps. Two cats present.
Davis Household (ablakleydavis@gmail.com): Ranch House with no steps. Dogs and cats present.
Harold Washington Library (www.chipublib.org/locations/34/): Accessible building.
North Shore United Methodist Church (http://nsumcglencoe.org/): No steps into the building; two-step
stairway inside building (ramp available); elevator available (with help for the door) to second floor.
Robertson Household (mrobertson595@gmail.com): No steps into the house.
Takiff Center (http://www.glencoeparkdistrict.com/Facilities/Takiff-Center): Accessible building; programs that
take place on the second floor accessible by elevator – a short walk on the second level to classrooms.
Winnetka Community House (http://www.winnetkacommunityhouse.org/): Ramp into building.

Please note: Large print prayer books are available at Shabbat services.

On Facebook
Go to https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark and click "Like”. The Facebook page
allows us to communicate with you. We use it to update you on information about the congregation, to give you
announcements on events that are new and immediate to the calendar, and to show off a bit with pictures of some of
the places we have been, the events we have had, and the people that we are.

Birthright
Birthright Summer 2018 FREE Israel Trip Opportunity for 18-26 Year Olds
Registration for the Summer 2018 Taglit-Birthright Israel trips opened on January 30! Summer trips are offered
in May, June, July, and August. If you are eligible for the Taglit-Birthright Israel program (Eligibility criteria are: Jewish
and 18-26 years of age) and if you are interested in a Birthright trip, sign up at www.birthrightisrael.com. If you have
any questions, or if you would like trip recommendations, please contact Rona (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687).
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Adult Education
Sunday Morning Adult Education: February Schedule
10:35 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe)
February 4:
Study in Community Room 1: Models for Interfaith Dialogue (Part II of a 3-part discussion) with Dr. Claire Sufrin
The Jewish philosopher Steven Kepnes describes inter-religious dialogue as a way to heal the world. Sometimes that
claim seems impossible, especially on days when the newspaper is full of stories about religious differences as the
source of so much conflict and suffering. In these three sessions, we will look at different ways that theologians and
philosophers have understood what it is to engage in dialogue with someone whose deepest beliefs are radically
different from your own. In doing so, we will hopefully come a little closer to knowing both how to do inter-religious
dialogue and what we can rightfully expect it to accomplish.
Dr. Claire Sufrin is Associate Professor of Instruction and Assistant Director of Jewish Studies at the Crown Family Center for Jewish
and Israel Studies at Northwestern University. Born and raised in the Chicago-area, she holds a BA in Religious Studies from Yale
University and a PhD in Religious Studies from Stanford University. Her research and teaching interests include religion and
literature, modern Jewish thought, and gender and religion.

Discussion in the Community Hall: Jewish Roots of the Labor Movement with Emily Rosenberg
The relationship between the labor movement and the American Jewish community is as deep as it is rich. In this
discussion, we will look at the flow of ideas from Jewish labor leaders and members into the movement. We will also
learn about Jewish labor leaders in the past and present and try to grapple with the question of why Jews have been so
drawn to and engaged in the fight for fair labor practices in our country.
Emily Rosenberg, former director of the DePaul Labor Education Center, was a union officer, organizer and labor negotiator. In her
role as labor education director, she taught classes in organizing, collective bargaining, arbitration and labor history to union officers,
members and credit students. Emily was also part of an international project in Japan that bridged Japanese union women and
American labor educators. Since retiring in 2014, she and her husband, Bob, travel extensively, spending their children’s inheritance.

February 11:
A Conversation with Rep. Brad Schneider in the Community Hall:
th
We are honored to be joined by Congressman Brad Schneider, 10 District Representative to the U.S. Congress. Rep.
Schneider will give us an update on the issues before Congress in the current session, survey the domestic and
international landscape, and answer questions. We look forward to having him with us.
For over 25 years, Brad Schneider has helped businesses create jobs and grow. As a small business owner, Brad helped familyowned businesses address the challenges of today’s economy. Brad has deep roots in the community, including longtime service
with the Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago. He is a member of the Chicago Council on Global Affairs.
Among other commitments, he served as director of Business and Professional People for the Public Interest.Brad is a two-time
graduate of Northwestern University, where he earned a degree in Industrial Engineering and his MBA. His successful career in
advising businesses, large and small, now spans more than two decades in the 10th District.Brad lives in Deerfield with his wife,
Julie, and their two sons, Adam and Daniel.

February 25:
Study in Community Room 1:
Models for Interfaith Dialogue (Part III of a 3-part discussion) with Dr. Claire Sufrin (See class description above.)
Discussion in the Community Hall:
Nurturing a Meaningful Spousal Relationship with Dr. Alexandra H. Solomon
Love takes work. We know that to be true. But between the demands of kids, jobs, volunteer work, and family, it is all
too easy to put our romantic relationships on the back burner. In this presentation, Hakafa member, Dr. Alexandra H.
Solomon, will discuss what it takes to nurture desire and emotional intimacy in a long-term relationship.
Participants will learn:
 How relational self-awareness creates the foundation for a healthy, romantic relationship.
 How to bridge commonly-occurring individual and gender differences in emotional intimacy.
 User-friendly exercises and practices that deepen sexual and emotional intimacy.
Alexandra is a clinical assistant professor in the Department of Psychology at Northwestern University, a staff therapist at The Family
Institute at Northwestern University, and the author of bestselling book, Loving Bravely: 20 Lessons of Self-Discovery to Help You
Get the Love You Want (New Harbinger, February 2017). She has presented internationally on topics related to love, sex, and
marriage, and her media work includes O Magazine, The Today Show, The Atlantic, Scientific American, and Business Insider.
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Adult Education (continued)
Lunch and Learn in the Loop

Nosh and Know on the North Shore

Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take place at noon on
Thursday, February 1 at the 5th floor of the Harold
Washington Library (400 S. State Street, Chicago).
Bring your own lunch and prepare to participate in a
lively discussion with Rabbi Elder! New participants
are always welcome.

“Nosh & Know on the North Shore” will take place on
Thursday, February 15 at 9:00 AM at the home of
Cookie Robertson (211 Dennis Lane, Glencoe). Join us
for a lively conversation with Rabbi Elder! New participants
are always welcome.

New Class Beginning THIS MONTH:
Judaism and the Origins of Christianity
in the 1st Century

The Siddur: It’s Meaning and Theology
How many of us know what our Hebrew prayers
actually say? How many of us know what they mean?
Join us as we explore the Jewish prayer book. We will
look at prayers in Hebrew, translate them together,
discuss their theology, and parse what they might
mean for us today. This new class began last month,
and we will continue to meet twice a month, on
average, on Tuesday mornings at 10:15 AM at our
offices at the North Shore United Methodist Church
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). Our sessions this
month will be on February 13 and 27.

Midrash Class
Join us on Tuesday mornings from 9:00 to 10:00
AM at the North Shore United Methodist Church
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) to study midrash.
Midrash is the creative, interpretative process of the
rabbis over generations. Through midrash, we see
how the rabbis saw the text of the Bible - its lessons, it
messages, its practical applications, and its relevance
to them throughout time. Through the study of
midrash, we will see how much of our understanding
of the biblical text has been influenced by theirs.

We are co-sponsoring this course with the North Shore
United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue,
Glencoe), and classes will be held there on Thursdays
from 11:00 AM – 12:30 PM on February 22, March 8, 15,
22, 29, and April 5,12, 19.
Audrey Gordon, PhD., was associate professor at the
School of Public Health at the University of Illinois at
Chicago for 30 years and taught and conducted research
in aging, end-of-life care and hospice. Previously, she was
on the faculty at Northwestern University in the
Department of History and Literatures of Religions (196674) and taught classes and did research in the Hebrew
Bible, the New Testament, early Judaism and Christianity,
and the religions of the Ancient Near East.

Mishneh Torah
Our February sessions of Mishneh Torah (Jewish law)
class will be held on Tuesdays, February 6 and 20 at
10:30 AM at the home of Allison Blakley Davis &
Kenneth Davis (2940 Moon Hill Drive, Northbrook). Come
join us and Rabbi Elder to learn more about what Halacha
has to say on almost every aspect of life.

Two Weekly Opportunities for
Torah Study
Wednesday Afternoon Torah Class:
1:00 to 2:30 PM
North Shore United Methodist Church
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe)
Please Note: Class will not meet on February 28.

Beginning Hebrew for Adults

Tuesday Evening Torah Class:
7:30 to 8:45 PM
North Shore United Methodist Church
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe)
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions.

Please join us for an 8-week course on Judaism and the
Origins of Christianity in the 1st Century taught by
Hakafa member, Dr. Audrey Gordon, and her
colleague, Mary Ann Spina, retired Pastoral Associate at
Holy Cross Catholic Church in Deerfield.

or

We are looking into the possibility of starting a new
beginning Hebrew class for adults in the late winter/early
spring with our wonderful instructor, Helen Melnick, who
has been teaching Hebrew for twenty years at a variety of
congregations across the north shore. Please contact
Rona Elder (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687) if you
are interested in participating.

Hakafa Youth News
February 2018

Tu B’Shevat
at Religious School!

Note from the Director of Education
We begin this busy month celebrating Tu B'shevat - the
birthday of the trees - with our K-2nd grade classes. And,
our 5th grade will be visiting the Mikvah on February 11
as part of their Jewish life cycle curriculum.
Our 6th-8th grade classes will have their final session with
Judith Joseph - our resident Hakafa artist - learning the
art of Tallit making. And, our 7th grade class will be going
to the Lieberman Center on February 25 to visit with
residents as part of their mitzvah curriculum.
We are excited for our upcoming Hebrew School allschool program on February 20. And finally, our High
school students will be going to the Big Apple - New York
City - for a very special trip to experience "Jewish New
York" from February 16-19. Please be aware that there
will be no Religious School on February 18, but we do
have Religious School on February 25. Hebrew School
will be in session all Tuesdays this month.
On a personal note: Thank you so much to all who have
extended your love and kindness. I do not know what I
would do without my Hakafa family….
Have a wonderful month, and stay warm.
L’shalom,

Bibi

Purim is Coming!
Save these dates:
Megilla Reading
Wednesday, February 28
6:00 PM
Winnetka Community House

Purim Family Education Day and Carnival
Sunday, March 4
9:45 AM – 12:00 NOON
Takiff Center

Tu B’Shevat, the Jewish New Year of the Trees, is
coming this month! In celebration of Tu B’Shevat,
we will have a Religious School Tu B’Shevat Seder
on Sunday, February 4 for our Kindergarten through
second grade students.

Visitors Welcome!
If you have any friends who have children up
through 8th grade and who are thinking about
synagogue membership, please know that they are
welcome to visit Hakafa and get a sense of our
Religious School and/or Hebrew School on a
Sunday and/or Tuesday. Please let Bibi know
(education@hakafa.org or 847-955-9980) if you’d
like to bring a visitor!

B’nai Mitzvah Workshops
Rabbi Elder’s “Walk through the Shabbat Service”
b’nai mitzvah workshop series will continue on
Sunday, February 11 at the Takiff Center (999 Green
Bay Road, Glencoe). Families with morning services
will meet from 12:15 to 1:30 PM, and families with
evening services will meet from 1:30 to 2:45 PM At
that time, Rabbi Elder will break down the Amidah
and the Torah Service, explaining their themes and
language. He will again provide an opportunity for
families to look through various books and
publications in order to continue thinking about
how to personalize the service. This series is
designed for families of students whose b’nai
mitzvah celebrations will be taking place in the year
after May 2018. By the end of the series, each family
will have the tools to complete the Shabbat service
for their upcoming celebration. The workshop series
is geared toward students and their parents. All
b’nai mitzvah candidates and families are
welcome to attend, even if you missed the first two.
If you have any questions, please contact Rabbi
Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org).
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Social Action
Volunteers Needed at A Just Harvest:
Hakafa is committed to providing and serving food at A Just Harvest on the
second Sunday of every month. The kitchen is located on the far north side of
Chicago, and each month four families from Hakafa share this meaningful
experience. The volunteer roster is ready for volunteers to fill it.
Even if you won’t be available to serve at the kitchen, you can participate by
purchasing food or simply by contributing financially, a critical need. If you
would like to help, visit the following link to sign-up OR contact Monique
Parsons (312-420-1248 / monique.parsons@gmail.com): http://tinyurl.com/ajust-harvest

Thank You for
Refugee Support
A heartfelt thank you to the many
Hakafa members who have
generously contributed and/or
volunteered their time to support
our refugee families. Each and
every one of the refugees is
sincerely
appreciative
and
thankful.

Calling All “Makers”
We are expecting again! The Moke family, recently arrived here from the Congo, is expecting a baby in April.
If you are interested in making something to welcome this new baby, please contact Sylvia Dresser
(sylviadresser@gmail.com or 847-945-6095).

Composting Drop-Off at the Takiff Center
You can drop off your fruit and veggie scraps on Sunday mornings at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road,
Glencoe) from 9:30-11:30 AM. Dump your scraps into the containers that are inside the labeled bin that is located at
the Takiff Center Main Entrance Parking Lot (near the dumpsters).
If you have any questions, or for further information, please contact Barbara Miller (barbarasmiller01@yahoo.com or
847-835-8000).

Jewish Community Resources
The greater Chicago area Jewish community has many organizations to which you can turn should you need support.
Here are a few of them:
CJE Senior Life (cje.net, 773.508.1000) – Since 1972, CJE SeniorLife has enhanced the lives of older adults and their
families through a comprehensive network that includes housing, health care, community services, health and wellness
education, life enrichment programs and applied research.
Jewish Center for Addiction (jcfs.org/Jewish-addiction, 847-745-5422) – The Jewish Center for Addiction (a program
of Jewish Child and Family Service) was created to build a caring community that is aware of and responsive to the
problem of addiction and to support individuals and families who struggle with addiction.
Jewish Child and Family Service (jcfs.org, 855-275-5237) - Jewish Child & Family Services (JCFS) provides caring
and healing services to children, teens, adults, older adults and families for help with autism, support with advanced
illness, special education, individual and family counseling, and more.
Jewish Healing Network (847.745.5404) – A program of JCFS, the Network’s staff provides information about social
services, medical resources, and spiritual resources for people who are ill, grieving, or serving as care-givers to help in
their difficult times.
Shalva (shalvaonline.org, 773-583-4673) - SHALVA offers free, confidential, domestic abuse counseling services to the
Chicago Jewish Community.
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

TC = Glencoe Park District Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe)
WCH = Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka)
NSUMC = North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe)

4

5

6

9:45 am-12:00 pm
Religious School (TC)

9:00 am
Midrash Class (NSUMC)

10:35 am-12:00 pm – Adult Ed (TC)
-Study: Dr. Claire Sufrin
-Discussion: Jewish Roots of the Labor
Movement with Emily Rosenberg

10:30 am
Mishneh Torah Class
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis)
4:15-6:00 pm
Hebrew School Resumes (TC)

2

12:00 pm
Lunch & Learn in the Loop
(Harold Washington Library)

7

8

12

13

9:45 am-12:00 pm
Religious School (TC)

9:00 am
Midrash Class (NSUMC)

10:35 am-12:00 pm – Adult Ed (TC)
Rep. Brad Schneider (IL-10)

10:15 am
Siddur Class (NSUMC)

12:15 pm OR 1:30 pm
3rd B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC)

4:15-6:00 pm
Hebrew School (TC)

19 Presidents’ Day

20

Jewish New York City

14

15

Newsletter Articles Due

16

9:00 am
Nosh & Know on the North Shore
(Home of Cookie Robertson)

21

22

1:00 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

11:00 am – 12:30 pm
Judaism & the Origins of Christianity
in the 1st Century – Class I (NSUMC)

9:45 am-12:00 pm
Religious School (TC)
10:35 am-12:00 pm – Adult Ed (TC)
-Study: Dr. Claire Sufrin
-Discussion: Nurturing a Meaningful
Spousal Relationship
with Dr. Alexandra Solomon

27

28

9:00 am
Midrash Class (NSUMC)
10:15 am
Siddur Class (NSUMC)
4:15-6:00 pm
Hebrew School (TC)
7:30 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

10

17
Hakafa’s High School Trip to

7:30 pm
Shabbat Service (WCH)

7:00 pm
Film Group (NSUMC)

23

24
8:30 am
Shabbat Morning Minyan
(NSUMC)

7:30 pm
Shabbat Service (WCH)

7:30 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

26

8:30 am
Shabbat Morning Minyan
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson)

1:00 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

4:15-6:00 pm
Hebrew School (TC)

25

3

7:30 pm
Shabbat Service (WCH)

9:00 am
Midrash Class (NSUMC)
10:30 am
Mishneh Torah Class
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis)

Saturday

1:00 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

7:30 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

18

7:30 pm
Shabbat Service and
Tu B’Shevat Seder (WCH)

9

7:30 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

11

Friday

Erev Purim
6:30 pm
Purim Megilla Reading (WCH)
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday
2

3

Purim
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service (WCH)

4

5

6

9:45 am-12:00 pm
Religious School - Purim Family Ed Day (TC)

9:00 am
Midrash Class (NSUMC)

10:35 am-12:00 pm – Adult Ed (TC)
-Study: David Rieser

10:30 am
Mishneh Torah Class
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis)
4:15-6:00 pm
Hebrew School (TC)

7

12

13

9:45 am-12:00 pm
Religious School (TC)

9:00 am
Midrash Class (NSUMC)

10:35 am-12:00 pm – Adult Ed (TC)
-Study: David Rieser
-Discussion: Anti-Oppression Workshop II

10:15 am
Siddur Class (NSUMC)
4:15-6:00 pm
Hebrew School (TC)

12:15 pm
Final B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC)

18

9

1:00 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

11:00 am – 12:30 pm
Judaism & the Origins of Christianity
in the 1st Century – Class II (NSUMC)
12:00 pm
Lunch & Learn in the Loop

14

15

Newsletter Articles Due

19

20
9:00 am
Midrash Class (NSUMC)

10:35 am-12:00 pm – Adult Ed (TC)
-Study: TBA
-Discussion: Parenting Workshop

10:30 am
Mishneh Torah Class
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis)

6:15 pm
Congregation Meeting (WCH)
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service (WCH)

16

1:00 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

17
8:30 am
Shabbat Morning Minyan
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson)

11:00 am – 12:30 pm
Judaism & the Origins of Christianity
in the 1st Century – Class III (NSUMC)

21

22

1:00 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

11:00 am – 12:30 pm
Judaism & the Origins of Christianity
in the 1st Century – Class IV (NSUMC)

7:30 pm
Shabbat Service (WCH)

7:00 pm
Film Group (NSUMC)

23

24 Shabbat HaGadol

4:15-6:00 pm
Hebrew School (TC)

4:00-6:15 pm
9th -11th Grade Class Session III (NSUMC)

7:30 pm
Shabbat Service (WCH)

7:30 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

25

10

9:00 am
Nosh & Know on the North Shore
(Home of Cookie Robertson)

7:30 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

9:45 am-12:00 pm
Religious School (TC)

8:30 am
Shabbat Morning Minyan
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson)

10:30 am
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff)

7:30 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

11

8

Saturday

26

27
9:00 am
Midrash Class (NSUMC)
10:15 am
Siddur Class (NSUMC)
7:30 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

28

29

30

31

Passover 1
(Hakafa Office Closed)

1:00 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

3:30 pm
Robineau Residence Seder

11:00 am – 12:30 pm
Judaism & the Origins of Christianity
in the 1st Century – Class V (NSUMC)
6:00-8:00 pm
Congregational Biyur Chametz

Erev Pesach
1st Passover Seder

6:00 pm
Congregational Second Seder (WCH)

2nd Passover Seder

Congregation Hakafa
Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022
Phone: 847-242-0687
Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org
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