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BRUCE ELDER, RABBI

ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS
Reflections from a Rooftop in Puerto Rico

I was standing on the roof of a house just outside Las Marias, a town of nine thousand people nestled
in the hills overlooking the western tip of Puerto Rico. It was a beautiful day. We had been working on the
roof for more than two days, assisting the wonderful crew of volunteers that came from Habitat for
Humanity of Bennington County, Vermont in repairing and rebuilding the structure. We were there on the
six-month anniversary of Hurricane Maria, a storm that devastated every building and every family on the
island. Las Marias still does not have landline phone service. It has spotty electricity. Its roofs are covered
with blue tarps or with leaky plywood. Its families are huddled in what dry spaces they can find in their
homes. The residents are trying desperately to return to some semblance of normal life, even in this new
normal. Stores have reopened. Fruit stands and food trucks are beginning to pepper the roadside again. The
ice cream shop, dessert kiosk, and beauty salon aligning the town square are up and running. Still, it hasn’t
been easy.
The roof upon which I was standing was owned by a middle-class family. They run a candy factory
on their property, making a variety of sweets that they ship across the island. They had been waiting for
some sort of help since Maria ripped the top off their comfortable, two-story home. They were starting to
give up hope of ever seeing their house being restored. Puerto Rico does not have the resources to help them.
The United States government has all but abandoned them. And if a middle-class family, a member of which
works as the assistant to the town’s mayor, cannot get help, how can those who are much worse off expect
the assistance they so urgently need?
The view from the roof was breathtaking, a panoramic vista that shows the ocean in the distance to
the west, lush hills to the north, and deep, green valleys to the east. It is unsettling to see such beauty mixed
with such devastation. It is both disquieting and poignant to see such human resilience mixed with such
despair.
We spent a fair amount of time with the family. They insisted on cooking breakfast and lunch for our
24-person crew the three days we were with them. They sat and talked with us. Their seven-year-old child
adopted us, insisting that we take turns playing with him, wanting to help us where he could. They are lovely
people.
On the day we left Puerto Rico, the family presented each of us with a gift of candies from their
factory and a note of gratitude. It reads, in part:
… Last year was very difficult for us. We lost loved ones and our house. There were months of
uncertainty, hopelessness, and pain. We did not understand the reason of what was happening. But
everything has a reason in life. We prayed to God asking for wisdom and to help us since we had no idea
how to start again. We were hopeless since no one of our friends and family helped us. We ask God for help
and he sent you. He sent a group of people who did not know us but taught us what is it to give without
expecting anything in return. A group of people who demonstrate what is the love of God, who bears witness
to the word of God. … We do not have much to give you, just our gratitude … We will never forget you.
We all know the story of the young boy tossing the starfish into the ocean after a school of them were
washed up on the shore; how, when a man noticed the futility of the boy’s actions, given the enormity of the
task, he asked, “How can you expect to make a difference?”; and, how the youngster replied, “It made a
difference to that one.” As trite as that story might be, I couldn’t help but feel it when we were in Puerto
Rico.
Our helping that one family might have been a drop in the bucket, but it wasn’t to them.
Our helping one refugee family might be a drop in the bucket, but it isn’t to them.
Our feeding people who are hungry might be a drop in the bucket, but it isn’t to them.
Our adding our voices and our feet to protests might be a drop in the bucket, but not to the causes
where those voices are heard and those feet are felt.
Our drops become buckets. Our buckets become downpours. And, our downpours become
hurricanes.
I was standing on the roof of a house just outside Las Marias. It was a beautiful day.
-Rabbi Bruce Elder
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Prayer and Celebration
Shabbat Morning Minyanim

Friday Night Services
The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at the
Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the following
evenings:
April 6
7:30 p.m.

Shabbat Sh’mini
Torah Portion: Leviticus 9:1-11:47
Haftarah: II Samuel 6:1-7:17

April 13
7:30 p.m.

Shabbat Tazria-Metzora
Torah Portion Leviticus 12:1-15:33
Haftarah: II Kings 4:42-5:19
Student-Led Service

April 20

No Service: Shabbat in the Home

April 27
7:30 p.m.

Shabbat Acharei Mot-K’doshim
Torah Portion: Leviticus 16:1-20:27
Haftarah: Amos 9:7-15

Live Streaming of Services
If you are unable to make it to our worhsip services, but would like to
participate from your home, you may now live stream them through
our website. Go to: hakafa.org and click on the “listen now” icon on
the home page for instructions. You may also view archived events
using the link.
Please note: For optimal audio output, you must have the volume
turned up on both your computer and on the live stream screen itself.

Yizkor Srvice: Last Day of Passover
Jewish tradition tells us that four times during the year, in addition to
the anniversary of the death of a loved one, we are to recall the
memories of those who have died. These four times, known as
yizkor (remembrance), coincide with major holidays on the Jewish
calendar. The last day of Pesach is a day on which yizkor is recited.
Please join us on Friday, April 6 at 10:30 a.m. at Lakeside
Congregation (1221 County Line Road, Highland Park). We will
join members of Congregation Har-Shalom, Lakeside Congregation,
Congregation Solel, and Congregation Sukkat Shalom.

Please join us on Saturdays, April 14 and
28 at 8:30 AM for our April Shabbat morning
minyanim at the home of Leanne Star (314
Park Avenue, Wilmette) – NOTE NEW
LOCATION. This hour-long service and
study is a wonderful opportunity to enhance
your celebration of Shabbat.
People of all ages are encouraged and
welcome to join us.

Oneg Hosts Needed
We are looking for hosts for Friday
evening onegs for the spring and
summer months.
Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a
wonderful way to help support Hakafa and
is also a nice way to celebrate a bar/bat
mitzvah, birthday, anniversary, or other
special occasion with the congregation.
Many people honor the memory of a loved
one on his/her yahrzeit by hosting an oneg.
If you would like to host an oneg, please
sign up at this link (http://tinyurl.com/oneghosting) or contact one of our Volunteer
Oneg Coordinators at oneg@hakafa.org.
You can also contact them by phone:
Ellen/Henry
Criz
(847-266-9981)
or
Suzanne/Rick Shore (847-722-6797).

Share Your Holidays
On occasion, there are Hakafa members
who would like to share holidays with fellow
congregants and do not have the
opportunity to do so. If you would like to
host a fellow congregant for a holiday meal,
or if you need or want a place to go for the
holidays, please contact Sylvia Dresser
(847-945-6095).

Shabbat in the Home
Make April 20 a special Shabbat for your Hakafa community, your family, and you! Every congregation member
has been or will be invited to dine and share the evening at another member’s home. We hope you will join us as we
sing Shabbat songs, light Shabbat candles, share a delicious meal, enjoy interesting conversation, meet new friends,
and reconnect with old ones. Be sure to R.S.V.P. to the invitation. Help make Hakafa the encirclement that it is! Please
note:
There will be no services at the Winnetka Community House on April 20.
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Member News
Congregation Annual Meeting:
Sunday, May 6

Congregation Meeting Summary

Please join Hakafa for our Annual Congregation
Meeting on Sunday, May 6 at 10:35 a.m., at the
Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe).
The following slate of officers for 2018-19 will be
voted on at this meeting:
President: Nancy Goodman
Vice President: Heather Ross
Operations Treasurer: Michelle Miller
Dues Treasurer: Heather Harris
Secretary: Rachel Nador
Endowment Trustees: Bonnie Koven and Sy Rothstein

Mazal Tov to:
Bonnie and David Garfield on the birth of their
grandchild, Harry, to Jenny and Jeff Glazer.

You can look forward to full minutes of our March 9
congregation meeting prior to our annual on May 6, but for
now, here’s a brief summary of what was discussed:
 The Nominating Committee reported on the proposed slate
of officers for 2018-19.
 Our LGBTQIA+ welcoming initiative suggested ways that
Hakafa can be more obviously inclusive. The congregation
approved the addition to our website of a rainbow flag and the
Human Rights Campaign logo.
 Our Sanctuary Congregations group reported on the
excellent response to our recent volunteer-options survey, as
well as current and upcoming ways we are working to help
immigrants under threat. A donation from our tzedakah funds
to CRLN (Chicago Religious Leadership Network), one of our
partners in this effort, was approved.
 The work of the Worship Committee to prepare a new Erev
Rosh Hashanah prayer book continues, with meetings to learn
about the service’s basic structure and to explore options for
Hakafa-original content.

Thank You to:

Terry and Jerry Rosenthal on the marriage of their
son, Elliot, to Naomi Cerny in Israel.
If you are having a simcha – a birth, wedding, or the like
– please let us know (conghakafa@hakafa.org) so that
we can share your joy with our congregational
community.

Mazal Tov to the Following Bar Mitzvah:
April 14 – Graham Robbins

 Amy Acri for, once again, coordinating our beautiful
congregational Passover seder.
 Karen Berman for coordinating, shopping for, packing, and
mailing Passover Care Packages to our Hakafa
undergrads.
 Carol Anne Been for coordinating our annual participation
in Maot Chitim.
 Don Pollak and Lynn Sanders for coordinating and leading
our Passover Seder at the Robineau Residence.

Hakafa Annual Canoe Trip
Are you the outdoors type? Do you like to canoe and camp? Have no prior experience but you want to try something
new? If so, Hakafa’s summer Shabbaton is for you! Join us for gourmet dining and a community experience on the river
July 19-22, 2018.
This year we will return to the Pine River Paddle Sports Center (PRPSC) in Wellston, MI where we will establish a base
camp. PRPSC is privately owned and extremely well maintained. We have reserved a wooded site that provides ample
space for a large group. We have potable water available in the site. A short walk from our campsite are bathrooms
equipped with sinks, flush toilets and hot showers. At our planning meeting(s) we will divvy out meals responsibility though we all help with meal preparation and clean-up. Children are welcome, but they must be strong swimmers.
Our itinerary is as follows:





Arrive Thursday July 19 and set-up camp. Dinner at the Twin Creek Inn, a Northwood’s supper club at 7:00 p.m.
Friday July 20: Paddle the Menominee River.
Saturday July 21: Paddle the Pine River.
Sunday July 22: Paddle the Pierre Marquette River. Drive home.

Based on 2017 expenses, the cost per person for the campsite, canoes, and gratuities will be $150. So we can pay
PRPSC, please send a check for $100 per person made out to John Wolfson, 3232 Maple Leaf Drive, Glenview, IL
60026. Deposits are refundable. We have a planning meeting on June 3 at 7:00 p.m. at the North Shore United
Methodist Church. Contact John Wolfson (847-344-9323 or johnwolfson1952@gmail.com) with questions or ideas.
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Member News (continued)
Kadima Corner
As you may know, Kadima ("forward" in Hebrew) is a Hakafa initiative formed in the fall of 2013. Primarily made up of
"forward" thinking, dynamic, empty-nest members of the congregation, it is really open to all interested congregants.
We want to share some interesting proposals for events discussed at our recent planning meeting.
Violin Recital – August 26, 2018
Hakafa member, Henry Criz, has offered to provide a violin recital for the congregation which will be a preview of a program that
he will be performing in Chicago and Europe this fall. Kadima is very excited to be sponsoring this event. Henry has played the
violin for our Kol Nidre service. And, among his appearances are concert tours in the US, Eastern and Western Europe, and the
Middle East. He has performed at The White House and was Concertmaster at the Lyric Opera of Chicago for 10 seasons. More
information on the August 26 recital location and time to be announced.
Guided Tour of The Chicago Museum
Hakafa member, Elaine Friedman, is working with The Chicago Museum to plan a guided tour and (of course) lunch on a Tuesday
(free day at the museum) sometime this late spring. The museum is a little gem. The plan would be to carpool to the museum and
find a great place for lunch. How about Chinatown?
Ravinia Outing
We would like to plan a Ravinia outing. The Ravinia schedule came out March 14, so look over the program
at www.ravinia.org and let us know a performance or two that you think would interest the group.
Summer Potluck
As always, we're looking forward to our ever-fun summer pot-luck picnic. Look for details in the Hakafa weekly email
announcements and our summer newsletter.

If you are not already receiving Kadima-specific emails and would like to be added to the mailing list, or if you have
additional ideas or comments, please contact Betsy Hersher (HersherB@hersher.com or 847-945-5974), Sharon
Gutan (Gutan627@comcast.net or 847-256-0638), or Ellen Criz (hecriz@sbcglobal.net or 847-266-9981).

Accessibility at Hakafa
If you become aware of any accessibility issues within the congregation, we hope you will share them with us by
speaking confidentially with one of our Chesed Committee Chairs, Ana Bensinger (anabensinger@att.net or 847-9263223) or Anita Goldberg (anitagoldberg@gmail.com or 847-432-8973). We thank you for your help in making our
congregation welcoming and accessible to all.

Hakafa Location Accessibility Guide
The information provided below is designed to give general information about accessibility at the locations where we
hold services, classes, programs, and events. For specific questions, please contact our office (admin@hakafa.org or
847-242-0687) or the actual location.












A Just Harvest (http://www.ajustharvest.org/): Accessible building with street parking.
Davis Household (ablakleydavis@gmail.com): Ranch House with no steps. Dogs and cats present.
Glencoe Public Library (http://www.glencoepubliclibrary.org/): accessible building.
Lubetkin Household (janetlubetkin@gmail.com): Please contact for specific accessibility details.
North Shore United Methodist Church (http://nsumcglencoe.org/): No steps into the building; two-step
stairway inside building (ramp available); elevator available (with help for the door) to second floor.
Northfield Public Library (www.winnetkalibrary.org): accessible building.
th
Office of Brad Reiff (breiff@compasslexecon.com): 13 floor of accessible building.
Robertson Household (mrobertson595@gmail.com): No steps into the house.
Star Household (l-star@northwestern.edu): Two, short steps into an accessible main floor. Two dogs present.
Takiff Center (http://www.glencoeparkdistrict.com/Facilities/Takiff-Center): Accessible building; programs that
take place on the second floor accessible by elevator – a short walk on the second level to classrooms.
Winnetka Community House (http://www.winnetkacommunityhouse.org/): Ramp into building.

Please note: Large print prayer books are available at Shabbat services.
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Member News (continued)
On Facebook

Film Group

Go to https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark and click "Like”. The Facebook page
allows us to communicate with you. We use it to update you on information about the congregation, to give you
announcements on events that are new and immediate to the calendar, and to show off a bit with pictures of some of
the places we have been, the events we have had, and the people that we are.

Chesed
Chesed is our attempt to reach out to anyone in our congregation who is in crisis from an illness, death, personal
stress, and could therefore benefit from support such as a visit, delivery and/or preparation of meals, or a ride to a
health care appointment. Please contact Ana Bensinger (847-926-3223 or anabensinger@att.net) or Anita Goldberg
(847-432-8973 or anitagoldberg@gmail.com) for information.

Jewish Community Information
Or Tzedek Summer Social Justice
Program forTeens: July 25 – August 5
Or Tzedek is JCUA's (The Jewish Council on
Urban Affairs) teen institute for social justice.
Bringing together teens from across Chicagoland
and beyond, participants will come away with an
in depth understanding of Chicago's local issues,
concrete tools to organize their communities for
social change, and a closer relationship to
Judaism in the real world. Teens live together and
explore Chicago, take action on issues with local
leaders and organizations, and engage in spiritual
learning and Shabbat practice around justice. Or
Tzedek is open to incoming and current high
school students. For more information and/or to
register,
go
to:
https://jcua.org/youthprogramming/teen-programs/or-tzedek/

URJ: A Taste of Judaism® Are You Curious?
This April, Rabbi Elder will be teaching this free 3-session
class for beginners - Jewish or not – that explores the topics of
Jewish spirituality, ethics, and community values (God, Torah,
and Israel). Whether you are simply curious about Judaism or
are looking to take your next steps on your Jewish journey, this
class is for you! Classes are open to anyone who has
registered (Hakafa members and non-members as well) and
will meet on Sundays, April 8, 15, and 22 from 12:30 to 2:30
p.m. in Community Room 3 at the Takiff Center (999 Green
Bay Road, Glencoe).
To
register
for
this
class,
go
to:
http://www.cvent.com/events/taste-of-judaism-glencoe/eventsummary-da21bea32b164fecab4bb85e12c22f1c.aspx
or
contact Joy Wasserman at the URJ (jbwasserman@urj.org or
872-256-1818).

Adult Education
Film Group
Please join us when we screen Defamation on Saturday, April 14 at 7:00 p.m. at the North Shore United Methodist
Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). “There’s no business like Shoah business.” How big a problem is anti-Semitism
at the present time? Are some Jewish organizations guilty of exploiting the fear of anti-Semitism to excuse misbehavior
on the part of the state of Israel? Yoav Shamir, a young Israeli filmmaker, asks these questions in this provocative
documentary that focuses on a group of Israeli teenagers who visit Nazi death camps.The film features Abraham
Foxman, a childhood Holocaust survivor and head of the Anti-Defamation League, and Norman Finkelstein, who was
forced to leave his faculty position at DePaul University in a controversy over his attacks on Israel and the uses of the
Holocaust.
Come for dinner at 6:00 p.m! We’ll be ordering Greek chicken and potatoes from Little Red Hen, so please R.S.V.P. to
Carol McCardell (847-727-0029 or mcsolomon@comcast.net) for dinner ($5 per person). Or, simply come for the
movie at 7:00. Feel free to bring friends, family, beverages, salad, side dishes, or a nosh, but please no popcorn.
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Adult Education (continued)
Sunday Morning Adult Education: 10:35 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Takiff Center
April 15:
Study in Community Room 1: Repairing the World: Jewish Artists in Chicago, 1915-45 with Dr. Susan Weininger
th
There were many Jewish artists working in Chicago in the early part of the 20 century, most of them identified with the progressive
and modernist styles of the avant-garde. While Jewish artists had their own groups, their own exhibition venues, and even a Jewish
publisher who promoted their work actively, they were also integrated into the wider art community. They were disproportionately
interested in issues of social justice in their work, addressing the core Jewish idea of Tikkun Olam (repairing the world) through their
art.
Dr. Susan Weininger is Professor Emerita of Art History at Roosevelt University. She has curated exhibitions, written extensively,
and lectured on Chicago artists. She currently serves on the Board of the New Deal Center of Roosevelt University, the advisory
Board of the Illinois Women Artists Project, and the exhibitions committee of the Illinois Holocaust Memorial and Education Center.
She is a past president of Anshe Emet Synagogue and a docent at the Illinois Holocaust Memorial and Education Center.
Parenting Workshop: Talking to Kids about Difficult Current Events with Tracey Lipsig Kite
Please join us for a discussion on Talking to Kids about Difficult Current Events. Being a parent these days can feel like an
ongoing assault from different places – the unending needs of kids, and the incessant bad news: local, national and international.
Another hurricane, bombing, or shooting. How much exposure do your children have to this information and how do you help yourself
and your children make sense of it? Explore guidelines that will help you make thoughtful decisions about helping your kids,
whatever their ages, grow up in a chaotic world.
Tracey Lipsig Kite, LCSW, is a member of the JCFS Parent Education Team and has been an educator and trainer for the JCFS
(Jewish Child & Family Services) for over 22 years.
April 22:
Study in Community Room 1: Holocaust Postal History: Harrowing Journeys Revealed through Letters and Cards of the
Victims with Dr. Justin Gordon
“It is a great joy when we receive greetings from you. Your words are always loving, a ray of hope.”
“My dear, good child! I haven’t had any news from you in a long time. Are you in good health?”
These lines, warm, kind, and hopeful, are seemingly ordinary—until you realize that they were written in the darkest days of the
Holocaust under tyrannical censorship. In Holocaust Postal History, postal historian Justin Gordon will take us on a journey through
the Holocaust, using actual correspondence written by the victims to document the steps along the way.
Justin Gordon, OD, is a Holocaust postal historian. He has collected, exhibited, and lectured on the postal history of the Holocaust
for 40 years. He also enjoys photography and baseball. Gordon and his wife live in Skokie, IL, and have three children and many
grandchildren.
Discussion in the Community Hall: Tight Budgets & Tough Choices: Poverty, Decisions, and Why Legal Aid Matters with
Carol Brumer Gliksman from the Legal Assistance Foundation: Come and participate in an interactive exercise presented by the
LAF (Legal Assistance Foundation) developed by Alicia L. Aiken, Director of The Confidentiality Institute. LAF’s clients face a range
of civil legal problems (housing, divorce, abuse, and more) that are keeping them trapped in a life of poverty, often dependent on
increasingly unstable bureaucratic systems just to stay afloat. You will engage in the same kind of decision-making and planning that
is a daily reality for people with very limited resources. You will learn how solving a legal problem has a transformative impact on the
lives of community members, helping to break the cycle of poverty and find stability and security to get back on track – and the
significant consequences that arise if access to legal help is unavailable. Carol Brumer Gliksman from the LAF will facilitate this
program.
April 29:
Study in Community Room 1: “… and all her Paths are Peace” with Dorit Jordan Dotan
Dorit will tell her story of becoming a documentary photographer and how it led her, a very secular Israeli, to become a Jewish artist
exhibiting in Jewish museums and venues. The lecture will be followed by a presentation, showing her photography and fine art.
Dorit Jordan Dotan was born in Israel in 1961, and currently lives and works in Evanston, IL. She combines photography with
innovative digital art. Her images often express her social/political views and call attention to cultural issues. She is a Fellow with the
Jewish Art Salon (NY) and was a fellow artist resident with the prestigious Artist’s Lab of Spertus in Chicago. Her work has been
exhibited in Israel and around the world.
.

Discussion in the Community Hall: Book Discussion: The Secret Book of Kings by Yochi Brandes: Hakafa member, Jonah
Orlofsky, will lead a discussion on The Secret Book of Kings by Yochi Brandes. This novel takes textual sources about the
experiences of David and Solomon and spins a story about the foundation of the Kingdom of Israel. Ms. Brandes, one of Israel’s
best-selling authors, combined her skills as a novelist with her training in academic Jewish scholarship to create a novel that raises
the question of what untold stories there may be when the available historical sources were written by the victors. All are welcome to
join in the discussion - even if you have not read the book!
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Adult Education (continued)
New Class: Judaism and the Origins of Christianity
in the 1st Century
Please join us for an 8-week course on Judaism and the
Origins of Christianity in the 1st Century taught by Hakafa
member, Dr. Audrey Gordon, and her colleague, Mary Ann
Spina, retired Pastoral Associate at Holy Cross Catholic Church
in Deerfield.
We are co-sponsoring this course with the North Shore United
Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe), and classes
will be held there on Mondays from 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. on April
9, April 16, April 23, April 30, May 7, May 14, May
21, and June 4.
Audrey Gordon, PhD., was associate professor at the School of Public
Health at the University of Illinois at Chicago for 30 years and taught
and conducted research in aging, end-of-life care and hospice.
Previously, she was on the faculty at Northwestern University in the
Department of History and Literatures of Religions (1966-74) and
taught classes and did research in the Hebrew Bible, the New
Testament, early Judaism and Christianity, and the religions of the
Ancient Near East.

Mishneh Torah
Our April sessions of Mishneh Torah (Jewish law) class will be
held on Tuesdays, April 10 and 24 at 10:30 a.m. at the home
of Allison Blakley Davis & Kenneth Davis (2940 Moon Hill
Drive, Northbrook). Come join us and Rabbi Elder to learn more
about what Halacha has to say on almost every aspect of life.

Lunch and Learn in the Loop
Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take place at noon on Thursday,
April 5 at the office of Brad Reiff (332 S. Michigan Avenue,
13th floor, Chicago). Bring your own lunch and prepare to
participate in a lively discussion with Rabbi Elder!

Midrash Class
Join us on Tuesday mornings from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. at the
North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue,
Glencoe) to study midrash. Midrash is the creative,
interpretative process of the rabbis over generations. Through
midrash, we see how the rabbis saw the text of the Bible - its
lessons, it messages, its practical applications, and its relevance
to them throughout time. Through the study of midrash, we will
see how much of our understanding of the biblical text has been
influenced by theirs.
Please Note:
Our April 17 class will meet in the Northfield Community Room at the
Northfield Public Library (1785 Orchard Lane, Northfield).

Two Weekly Opportunities for
Torah Study
Tuesday Evening Torah Class:
7:30 to 8:45 p.m.
North Shore United Methodist Church
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe)
Please Note:
Our April 17 Class will meet at the home of Janet and
Andrew Lubetkin (1356 Scott Avenue, Winnetka).

Wednesday Afternoon Torah Class:
1:00 to 2:30 p.m.
North Shore United Methodist Church
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe)
Please Note:
Our April 18 Class will meet in the Hammond Room at
the Glencoe Public Library (320 Park Avenue,
Glencoe).

Nosh and Know on the North Shore
“Nosh & Know on the North Shore” will take
place on Thursday, April 19 at 9:00 a.m. at the
home of Cookie Robertson (211 Dennis Lane,
Glencoe). Join us for a lively conversation with
Rabbi Elder! New participants are always
welcome.

The Siddur: It’s Meaning and Theology
How many of us know what our Hebrew prayers
actually say? How many of us know what they
mean? Join us at 10:15 AM on Tuesday, April
3 at the North Shore United Methodist
Church(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) and
on Tuesday,
April
17 in
the Northfield
Community Room at the Northfield Public
Library (1785 Orchard Lane, Northfield) as we
explore the Jewish prayer book. We will look at
prayers in Hebrew, translate them together,
discuss their theology, and parse what they
might mean for us today.

Hebrew Circle
If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners
welcome!) looking to practice your Hebrew with
other Hebrew speaking Hakafa members,
please join Rabbi Elder on Thursday, April 5 at
10:30 a.m. at the office of Brad Reiff (332 S.
Michigan Avenue, 13th floor, Chicago) for an
hour of conversation – all in Hebrew!

Hakafa Youth News
April 2018

Note from the Director of Education
I hope that everyone had a wonderful Spring
Break!
A special Todah Rabah goes out to our teachers
and assistants that made our Purim family
Education Day such a wonderful experience for
all!
We begin this month with Hebrew School on April
10. On April 13 we will be having our second
Student-Led Shabbat Service. We are so excited
for this Shabbat. Please come and support our
students as they lead us in Shabbat prayer!
Religious School resumes on Sunday, April 15. We
will be having regular class time this month on
Sundays and Tuesdays. In addition, we have
school on the last Sunday of this month (April 29)
because of our Spring Break schedule.
I can hardly believe we only have one more
month left before the last day of school!
Happy Spring!
L'shalom,

Bibi

April School Dates:
April 10 – Hebrew School Resumes
April 13 – Student-Led Shabbat Service
April 15 – Religious School Resumes
April 17– Hebrew School
April 22 – Religious School
April 24 – Hebrew School
April 28 – B’nai Mitzvah Workshop Services
April 29 – Religious School

Student-Led
Shabbat Service and Oneg
Please join us on Friday, April 13 at 7:30 PM at the
Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln
Avenue, Winnetka) for Shabbat Services at
which our Religious School and Hebrew School
students will help lead the service. Services will
be followed by a special oneg in their honor,
hosted by our students’ families! We look forward
to sharing a wonderful evening together.

B’nai Mitzvah Workshop
Shabbat Services
As part of the B’nai Mitzvah Workshop series that
Rabbi Elder is teaching this year, students and
families whose b’nai mitzvah ceremonies will be
taking place during the year after May 2018 are
encouraged to attend our final Shabbat
workshop-service of the year on Saturday, April
28 at the North Shore United Methodist Church
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). The Workshop
Service is designed to give b’nai mitzvah
candidates and their families the opportunity to
have hands-on practice and experience with all
that is learned in the workshops. It will also help
the students to become familiar and
comfortable with the service. There will be two
services: The 10:30 AM service is for those who
are having morning ceremonies. The 11:45 AM
service is for those who are having evening
ceremonies. The setting will be informal and
educational. Please contact Rabbi Elder (847266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions.
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Social Action
Volunteers Needed at A Just Harvest:
Feeding People who are Hungry and Working to Reduce Hunger!
Hakafa is committed to providing and serving food at A Just Harvest on the second Sunday of every month. The kitchen
is located on the far north side of Chicago, and each month four families from Hakafa share this meaningful experience.
Even if you won’t be available to serve at the kitchen, you can participate by purchasing food or simply by contributing
financially, a critical need. If you would like to help, visit the following link to sign-up OR contact Monique Parsons
(312-420-1248 / monique.parsons@gmail.com): http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest

The Moke Family is Expecting Again!
The newest refugee family we are helping to support are
expecting a baby girl in late April! We're looking for gently
used clothes (please don't buy) and a few other items
(http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4aa4a72fa57-moke)
Contact Allison Stein (ajzstein@gmail.com) with questions.
In addition, if you are interested in making (knitting,
crocheting, quilting, etc.) something please contact Sylvia
Dresser (sylviadresser@gmail.com or 847-945-6095).

Volunteers Needed to Help with Family Promise
April 15 – 22
Family Promise is an interfaith network of congregations that
helps families in homeless situations return quickly to
permanent housing. The churches and synagogues in the
Family Promise network rotate the responsibility of housing
and feeding the guest families. Typically, families are housed
at each congregation for a week, remaining there between
5:30 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. The North Shore United Methodist
Church (NSUMC) in Glencoe and Hakafa members will be
hosting Family Promise at NSUMC from April 15-22. We
have opportunities available to donate food, prepare
meals, enjoy dinner with the guests, and stay overnight.
Please contact Hakafa member Peggy Salamon (312-2864055 or peggysalamon@me.com) for information. To sign up,
go to: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084baba72da20signup

EDEN Project at CJE SeniorLife Needs Volunteers
CJE SeniorLife is initiating a new program in collaboration with
Glenbrook Hospital. They are seeking volunteers who would
be called to meet residents of Gidwitz and the Friend Center
(CJE SeniorLife's senior living facilities in Deerfield) at the
emergency room and provide companionship and support for
them there. The goal is not to replace the role of family
members, but to provide immediate and additional help as
needed. Some of their residents do not have local family and
are being transferred to the ER unaccompanied. If you are
interested in getting trained and then agreeing to be available
on a scheduled on-call basis, please contact Hakafa
member, Laura Prohov (Laura.Prohov@cje.net).

Hakafa Bike Drive
Old or New/Broken or Unbroken
Hakafa’s Second Annual WorkingBikes.org Bike
Drive 2018 will take place on EARTH DAY:
Sunday, April 22! Donation drop-off will be at the
Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe)
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Contact Barb Scott
(bams4@comcast.net)
or
Sara
Hoffman
(saramax58@gmail.com) for more information.
Working Bikes rescues discarded bicycles and gives them new
life by redistributing them as tools of empowerment in local and
global communities.

Jewish Community Resources
CJE Senior Life (cje.net, 773.508.1000) – Since
1972, CJE SeniorLife has enhanced the lives of
older adults and their families through a
comprehensive network that includes housing,
health care, community services, health and
wellness education, life enrichment programs and
applied research.
Jewish Center for Addiction (jcfs.org/Jewishaddiction, 847-745-5422) – The Jewish Center for
Addiction (a program of Jewish Child and Family
Service) was created to build a caring community
that is aware of and responsive to the problem of
addiction and to support individuals and families
who struggle with addiction.
Jewish Child and Family Service (jcfs.org, 855275-5237) - Jewish Child & Family Services
(JCFS) provides caring and healing services to
children, teens, adults, older adults and families for
help with autism, support with advanced illness,
special education, individual and family counseling,
and more.
Jewish Healing Network (847.745.5404) – A
program of JCFS, the Network’s staff provides
information about social services, medical
resources, and spiritual resources for people who
are ill, grieving, or serving as care-givers to help in
their difficult times.
Shalva

(shalvaonline.org,

773-583-4673)

-
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar
Sunday
1

Passover 2

Monday
2

Passover 3

Tuesday
3

Passover 4

9:00 am
Midrash Class (NSUMC)
10:15 am
Siddur Class (NSUMC)

Wednesday
4

Passover 5

9

10

1:00 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

12:30-2:30 pm
A Taste of Judaism Class 1 (TC)

10:30 am
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff)

12 Yom HaShoah

11

10:30 am
Mishneh Torah Class
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis)

Passover 6

5

12:00 pm
Lunch & Learn in the Loop
(Office of Brad Reiff)

Newsletter Articles Due

16

Family Promise at NSUMC

1:00-2:30 pm
Class II: Judaism & the Origins of
Christianity in the 1st Century (NSUMC)

23

8:30 am-2:30 pm
Bike Drive (TC)
9:45 am-12:00 pm
Religious School (TC)
10:35 am-12:00 pm – Adult Ed (TC)
-Study: Dr. Justin Gordon
-Discussion: Why Legal Aid Matters

9:45 am-12:00 pm
Religious School (TC)
10:35 am-12:00 pm – Adult Ed (TC)
-Study: Dorit Jordan Dotan
-Discussion: One Congregation, One Book

(8 Day of Passover)

10:30 am
Yizkor Service (Lakeside Congregation)
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service (WCH)

13

14
8:30 am
Shabbat Morning Minyan
(Home of Leanne Star)
Bar Mitzvah Service of
Graham Robbins (AM)

Family Promise at NSUMC

18

Yom HaZikaron

(Israel’s Memorial Day)

10:15 am
Siddur Class (Northfield Public Library)
4:15-6:00 pm
Hebrew School (TC)

Family Promise at NSUMC

19 Family Promise at NSUMC

7:30 pm
Student-Led Shabbat Service (WCH)

7:00 pm
Film Group (NSUMC)

20

21

Family Promise at NSUMC

Family Promise at NSUMC

Yom HaAtzmaut

(Israel’s Independence Day)

1:00 pm
Torah Study (Glencoe Public Library)

9:00 am
Nosh & Know on the North Shore
(Home of Cookie Robertson)

25

26

Shabbat in the Home

24

27

9:00 am
Midrash Class (NSUMC)
1:00-2:30 pm
Class III: Judaism & the Origins of
Christianity in the 1st Century (NSUMC)

12:30-2:30 pm
A Taste of Judaism Class 3 (TC)

29

7

7:30 pm
Torah Study
(Home of Janet and Andrew Lubetkin)

Family Promise at NSUMC
Family Promise at NSUMC

17

9:00 am
Midrash Class (Northfield Public Library)

12:30-2:30 pm
A Taste of Judaism Class 2 (TC)

22

Saturday
th

4:15-6:00 pm
Hebrew School Resumes (TC)

9:45 am-12:00 pm
Religious School Resumes (TC)
10:35 am-12:00 pm – Adult Ed (TC)
-Study: Dr. Susan Weininger
-Discussion: Parenting Workshop II

Passover 7

6

1:00 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

7:30 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

15

Friday

(Holocaust Remembrance Day)

9:00 am
Midrash Class (NSUMC)
1:00-2:30 pm
Class I: Judaism & the Origins of
Christianity in the 1st Century (NSUMC)

Thursday

(Hakafa Office Closed)

7:30 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

8

April 2018 – Nisan / Iyar 5778

10:30 am
Mishneh Torah Class
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis)
4:15-6:00 pm
Hebrew School (TC)
7:30 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

30
1:00-2:30 pm
Class IV: Judaism & the Origins of
Christianity in the 1st Century (NSUMC)

28
8:30 am
Shabbat Morning Minyan
(Home of Leanne Star)

1:00 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

4:00 pm
High School Senior Workshop II
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service (WCH)

10:30 am OR 11:45 am
B’nai Mitzvah Workshop Service (NSUMC)
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1
9:00 am
Midrash Class (NSUMC)
10:15 am
Siddur Class (NSUMC)
4:15-6:00 pm
Hebrew School (TC)

May 2018 – Iyar / Sivan 5778

Wednesday

Thursday
Lag BaOmer

2

3

1:00 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

10:30 am
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff)

6:30-8:30 pm
Congregational Lag BaOmer Bonfire

12:00 pm
Lunch & Learn in the Loop

7

8

9:45 am-12:00 pm
Religious School (TC)
10:35 am
Congregation Annual Meeting (TC)

9

10

1:00-2:30 pm
Class V: Judaism & the Origins of
Christianity in the 1st Century (NSUMC)

10:30 am
Mishneh Torah Class
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis)

14

15

1:00 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

Newsletter Articles Due

16

17

1:00 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

9:00 am
Nosh & Know on the North Shore
(Home of Cookie Robertson)

9:00 am
Midrash Class (NSUMC)

(Jerusalem Day)

1:00-2:30 pm
Class VI: Judaism & the Origins of
Christianity in the 1st Century (NSUMC)

10:15 am
Siddur Class (NSUMC)

21

22

(Hakafa Office Closed)

7:00 pm
Film Group (NSUMC)

18

19

10:30 am
Mishneh Torah Class
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis)

23

24

25

Memorial Day

29

1:00 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service (WCH)

30

9:00 am
Midrash Class (NSUMC)
10:15 am
Siddur Class (NSUMC)
7:30 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

1:00 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

26
8:30 am
Shabbat Morning Minyan
(Home of Leanne Star)

7:30 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

28

Erev Shavuot

7:30 pm
Shabbat Service (WCH)

9:00 am
Midrash Class (NSUMC)
1:00-2:30 pm
Class VII: Judaism & the Origins of
Christianity in the 1st Century (NSUMC)

27

7:30 pm
Shabbat Service (WCH)

4:15-6:00 pm
Last Day of Hebrew School (TC)
4:45 pm - Hebrew School Graduation
7:30 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

Shavuot

12

4:15-6:00 pm
Hebrew School (TC)

Yom Yerushalayim

20

5

8:30 am
Shabbat Morning Minyan
(Home of Leanne Star)

7:30 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

9:45 am-12:00 pm
Last Day of Religious School (TC)

11

9:00 am
Midrash Class (NSUMC)

4:00-6:15 pm
9th -11th Grade Class Session IV (NSUMC)

13 Mother’s Day &

4

Saturday

7:30 pm
Shabbat Service (WCH)

7:30 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC)

6

Friday

31

Congregation Hakafa
Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022
Phone: 847-242-0687
Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org
Nancy Goodman………………………………………….…………….President
Sylvia Dresser………………………...…………...………………Vice President
Don Pollak……...…………………………………….….....Operations Treasurer
Heather Harris....………………………………..…...…………..Dues Treasurer
Greg Braun.....……………………………………...……………….….Secretary
Scott Lowtwait & Sy Rothstein….....……...………….......Endowment Trustees
***************
Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org)
Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus
Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org)
Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org)
Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org)
Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in
connection with Hakafa activities. Use for any other purposes is strictly
prohibited.
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