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Hope 
 

 I am on a covered deck off the back of a log cabin in rural Tennessee, just outside of Pigeon 
Forge. It is early in the morning, and I have settled into an old rocking chair, Louise at my feet, as we 
gaze at the Smoky Mountains undulating before us. Summits of green fold one over another, billowy 
white curtains of clouds peeking through their crevices in the misty gray of the pre-dawn hour. Rain is 
visible in the distance, though it won’t make its way to us on this particular morning. Nor will the 
mother bear who came to visit us last night as we grilled our dinner out front. She was as afraid of us, 
it seems, as we were of her. A light breeze animates the trees immediately before us, punctuating the 
moments of silence that don’t want to escape us. I am at peace this morning, even as I carry so much 
worry. I am at peace, and it feels good. 
 In last year’s High Holiday message, I wished us all a year of quiet. I hoped that we would be 
able to leave behind much of the turmoil of 5780 and look toward a 5781 that, even with its challenges, 
would not overtax our souls as the previous year did. I am shaking my head as I write this, lamenting 
the Pollyannish naivete of rabbinic whimsy. Looking back at 5781, I am simply exhausted. Most of us 
are. 

I wish I could say that 5782 is going to be better, but I cannot. To do so would be an affront to all 
those who will continue to struggle with COVID; with economic hardship; with natural disasters; with 
violence; with any number of -isms; with personal demons; and, with so much more. People will 
continue to suffer. People will continue to hurt. 

And yet … 
 I can’t help but look forward to the High Holidays this year. There is something comforting 
about coming back to this same place every year – to a liturgy that encourages reflection, to music that 
inspires, to a community that embraces one another even from afar, and to a message of return, 
renewal, and rebirth, especially in these tumultuous and unsettling times.  

Return, renewal, and rebirth – the High Holidays fill us with hope. We can be better than we 
have been, the season tells us. We can wipe the slate clean and start again. While we cannot control 
what tomorrow will bring, as the Unetaneh Tokef reminds us, we can try to control how we react to 
whatever inevitably will be. The more we are able to harness within our collective selves the will to 
dismiss cynicism, the resolve not to cave to the very real frustrations welling up inside us, and the 
determination to be driven by our highest selves instead of our basest ones, the more we will be able to 
navigate our ever-changing present in the way our tradition demands of us – with tenderness, 
humility, and a commitment to making this world a little better tomorrow than it is today. We can 
hope, as hard as that might seem as of late. 
 I will miss being with all of you in person for the High Holidays again this year. But I will 
continue to carry all of you within me. We are here for and with each other, and there is solace in that 
thought. We are all in this together. 
 I am on a covered deck off the back of a log cabin in rural Tennessee. I have settled into an old 
rocking chair. I am at peace, and it feels good. It is a peace I wish for all of you this coming year. 
 Shana Tova, Hakafa.   
 

-Rabbi Bruce Elder 

 

D’varim 
 



 

Rosh Hashanah 
 

Monday, September 6 – 7:30 PM  

Evening Service (Livestream)     
 

Tuesday, September 7 

10:00 AM Morning Service (Livestream)     

1:00 PM    Children’s/Family Service (Zoom) 

3:00 PM Tashlich (Facebook Live) 

 

Wednesday, September 8 – 10:00 AM  

Second Day Rosh Hashanah Service (Zoom) 

Yom Kippur 
 

Wednesday, September 15 – 7:30 PM  

Evening Service (Livestream)     
 

Thursday, September 16 

8:30 AM Supplemental Service (Zoom) 

10:00 AM Morning Service (Livestream) 

11:30 AM Study Session with David Joel (Zoom) 

1:00 PM Children’s/Family Service (Zoom) 

2:15 PM Meditation and Yoga (Zoom) 

3:15 PM Study Session with Anna Calamaro (Zoom) 

4:30 PM Music performed by Henry Criz (Zoom)          

5:45 PM Afternoon Service (Livestream) 

6:10 PM Yizkor - Memorial Service (Livestream)   

6:30 PM N’eelah - Concluding Service (Livestream)     

6:50 PM Havdallah (Livestream)     

CONGREGATION HAKAFA 

HIGH HOLIDAYS 5782 

 

 
 

 
L’Shanah Tovah – Happy New Year 

 
 
 
 

Rabbi Elder, Deborah Brown, and their families wish you all a Shanah Tovah U’metukah - a sweet and happy New 
Year. We look forward to sharing our High Holidays with you and your families - renewing our spirit and 
connecting once again as a community. May the year to come be filled with joy and blessing, peace and gratitude. 
 
While this will be a different experience than gathering in person, it still will be Hakafa coming together in a holy 
way. We hope that you will all plan on joining us for our High Holiday services.  

 

 



 
Access to Hakafa’s High Holidays This Year 

 

• Thank you to those who have already sent in ticket request forms. There is no longer any need to send in a ticket 
request form. Membership Renewal Forms are needed, though, as access to Hakafa’s Online High Holiday services 
is offered to current members of the Congregation. There is no additional cost for access. If you have not already done 
so, we urge you to send in your Membership Renewal Form as soon as possible.  

 

• Livestream and Zoom link information will be provided the week leading up to Rosh Hashanah and once a 
2021-22 membership renewal form has been received. 

 

• If you are a prospective member who is interested in attending our High Holiday services this year, please 
contact our High Holiday Coordinators, Jay Hesdorffer and Don Pollak, at highholidays@hakafa.org.  

 

• Children’s/Family Online Services will be held at 1:00 pm on both Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. While open to 
everyone, these services are especially suitable for children & their parents. The Zoom Link will be available to 
members & non-members and will be posted on our website during the week leading up to Rosh Hashanah.  

 

 

Student Readers Needed  
for Family Services 

 

We are looking for student volunteers to read during 
Family Services on both Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur. If your child/ren is/are interested, please 
contact Bibi Patt (847-650-7720 or 
education@hakafa.org). 

Prayer Books 
 

We will not be using the regular High Holiday prayer books and instead are using ones created 
especially for this year’s services. They will be emailed out the week leading up to Rosh Hashanah 
along with the livestream and Zoom links to access services. We will mail paper copies to those who need 
one. Please contact Rona (admin@hakafa.org/847-242-0687) if you need a paper copy mailed to you.  
  

Food Donations for the New Trier Food Pantry  
 

Continuing our congregation’s tradition, we will be collecting non-perishable food items and practical paper goods 
to be donated to the New Trier Food Pantry. Please use your own paper grocery bag this year, fill it, and drop-off: 
  

Drop-Off Date: Sunday, September 12* 
                (Note that this is also the first day of Religious School.) 

Drop-Off Time: anytime between 10:00 am and 2:00 p.m.  
Drop-Off Location: Takiff Center Back Parking Lot  

                                (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
 

The items most needed by the New Trier Township Food Pantry at this time are: 
Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Cookies, Crackers, Granola Bars, Canned Fruit, Cereal (all kinds), Oatmeal, 

Salad Dressings, Cooking Oil, Condiments, and Brown and White Rice. 
 

Volunteers are needed to help with delivery to the New Trier Food Pantry.  
If you are able to help, please contact 

Danielle Wylie (dmwylie@sbcglobal.net/312-502-3264) or Sara Kurensky (kurloon@sbcglobal.net/ 847-251-1925). 
 

*If the above drop-off day/times do not work for you, please contact Danielle or Sara to arrange drop-off at one of their homes. 
   

 

 

 
Second Day Service 

 
 

Hakafa will be holding second day Rosh Hashanah 
services, which are less formal than our regular High 
Holiday services, on Wednesday, September 8 at 
10:00 a.m. via Zoom (Meeting ID: 836 7733 5488). 
We hope to see you there. 

 
 

 



 

 
 

Tashlich 
 

Tashlich (TAHSH-leekh) is a popular custom during Rosh Hashanah. Created 
more than six hundred years ago, it is the act of going to a place with natural flowing 
water, such as a creek or river, on the afternoon of the first day of Rosh Hashanah 
to symbolically cast off our sins by tossing small pieces of bread into the water. 
Tashlich is a wonderful way to teach our children about t’shuvah (repentance) and 
forgiveness, but it is most definitely appropriate for people of all ages!  

 
This year, we are not able to meet together to perform Tashlich. Instead: 
 

1) Take time on Rosh Hashanah afternoon to find a body of water into which to toss your small pieces 
of bread. We will provide a reading closer to Rosh Hashanah that you can use if you would like.  

 
Be sure to take a selfie and send it to Rabbi Elder so that we can post a collage that will allow us to unite 
our Tashlich experiences into a collective whole. 
 

2) We realize that not everyone will be able to get to a body of water. Whether you will be able to or not, 
and as a way for us to symbolically be together for Tashlich, Rabbi Elder will be taking small pieces of 
bread to toss on behalf of everyone and will stream this on Facebook at 3:00 p.m. on Rosh Hashanah 
afternoon (September 7).  

 
 

Yom Kippur Day with Hakafa 
 

Many Hakafa members spend the entire day with us on Yom Kippur. Even though we will not be together in 
person this year, we are committed to being open on either Zoom or livestream all day. 
 
As our schedule indicates, in addition to our regular services and our study sessions with David Joel and 
Anna Calamaro, we will again offer a Supplemental Service for those who would like to experience the Yom 
Kippur liturgy in a more informal, intimate setting. 
 
In addition, Beth Fishman will be leading a guided meditation (pre-recorded), Sharyn Galindo will be leading 
yoga (pre-recorded), and Henry Criz has assembled a trio and recorded a number of pieces to which we will be 
able to listen and reflect upon in the afternoon.  

Yizkor Services and Book of Remembrance 
 

On Yom Kippur afternoon, Thursday, September 16, traditional Memorial Services (Yizkor)  
will be held at 6:10 p.m. During the service, Rabbi Elder will read the names of those who have  
passed this year. 
 
To be certain that appropriate members of your family are included in our Book of Remembrance, if you have any 
changes from prior years, or if anyone in your family has passed away since last Yom Kippur, please contact Rona 
(admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687). Electronic copies of the Book of Remembrance will be emailed in advance of 
Yom Kippur.   
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Prayer and Celebration 
 

Shabbat Morning Minyan  
Zoom Meeting ID: 847 8216 0504 

 
Please join us via Zoom on Saturday, September 18 
at 9:00 a.m. for this hour-long service and study. This 
is a wonderful opportunity to enhance your celebration 
of Shabbat. People of all ages are encouraged and 
welcome to attend. 
 

Sukkot and Simchat Torah 
 
This year, Sukkot begins at sundown on Monday, 
September 20, and Simchat Torah begins at sundown 
on Monday, September 27. Please watch your weekly 
email announcements for details regarding our Sukkot 
and Simchat Torah celebrations this year. 

 
 
 
 
 

Membership Renewal Forms 
 

The 2021-22 Membership Packets (including the 
Membership Renewal and Financial Commitment Form, 
Religious School Form, and Volunteer Information) were 
emailed in mid-July to all current and prospective members 
for the new fiscal year. Those who do not have email were 
mailed hard copies. They can also be found posted on the 
Hakafa website (www.hakafa.org). Please download, 
print, fill out the forms, and return them to Hakafa 
ASAP with full or initial payment. If you have any 
questions, do not hesitate to contact Rona Elder 
(admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687). 
 

 

Prayer and Celebration 
 

Friday Evening Services   
 

Please note that for September we are returning to all 
Friday Evening Kabbalat Shabbat Services being held via 
Zoom. The Zoom Meeting ID for all Shabbat Services is: 
292 137 266 
  
September 3 Shabbat Nitzavim 
7:30 p.m.        Torah Portion: Deuteronomy 29:9- 30:20  

Haftarah: Isaiah 61:10-63:9 
 
September 10 Shabbat Shuvah/Parshat Vayeilech 
7:30 p.m.         Torah Portion: Deuteronomy 31:1-30   

Haftarah: Hosea 14:2-10 
 
September 17 Shabbat Ha’azinu 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Deuteronomy 32:1-52  

Haftarah: II Samuel 22:1-51 
 
September 24 Shabbat Chol HaMo-eid Sukkot 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus 33:12-34:26 

Haftarah: Ezekiel 38:18-39:7 
  

 

Calling All Torah Chanters  
 
Hakafa is inviting members to chant or read Torah at 
select Erev Shabbat services. Please contact Brian 
Browdy (brian.browdy@gmail.com or 847-942-7318) if 
you are interested. 
 

 

Hosts Needed to “Sponsor”  
a Virtual Oneg 

 
Have you wanted to celebrate a special event, 
commemorate a yahrzeit, or honor someone by 
providing a Friday night oneg but have been unable to 
do so because of us being on Zoom these past 
months? Do you have an organization or cause you 
support that you would like others to support, too? 
Now you will have a chance to do both - by 
sponsoring a virtual oneg. Here's how it works: 

 Choose a Friday night to sponsor, and sign up online at 
this link (http://tinyurl.com/oneg-hosting) or by 
contacting Suzanne Shore or Gayle Inbinder 
(oneg@hakafa.org).  

 Make a donation to a charity about which you are 
passionate. 

 Light the Shabbat candles that night at services (Sara 
will lead us all in the blessing, unless you would prefer 
to recite it yourself.). 

 During announcements, you will be able to tell us about 
the place to which you donated. 

 Hakafa will make a donation to that organization in your 
honor. 

 Even if you cannot be at services that evening, we will 
tell participants about your cause, and Hakafa will make 
the donation in your honor.  

Contact Suzanne (oneg@hakafa.org or 847-722-
6797) or Gayle (oneg@hakafa.org or 847-951-0380) 
for more information. 
 
 

Member News 
 

Chesed 
 

Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to reach out to 
one another. If you know of anyone in our 
congregation who is in crisis from an illness, death in 
the family, or personal stress, who could benefit from 
support, such as a visit, delivery and/or preparation of 
meals, or a ride to a health care appointment, please 
contact Camille DeFrank (camilledefrank@gmail.com 
or 847-997-8085) or Beth McCullough 
(mikeandbeth_60089@yahoo.com or 847-722-5430). 
You can also contact either of them if you would like 
to volunteer. 

 

http://www.hakafa.org/
mailto:brian.browdy@gmail.com
mailto:oneg@hakafa.org
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Help Us Increase Our Membership 
 
Each year we hope to bring in a few new members to Hakafa (as a few members move every year). Our membership 
typically grows by word of mouth when current members introduce their friends, family, and neighbors to Hakafa. We 
hope you’ll spend some time thinking about who you know who might benefit from membership in our Circle. There are 
several ways to introduce potential new members to Hakafa:  
 
 If you have friends looking to join a temple, tell them about Hakafa. Email them our current newsletter, give them the 

link to our website (www.hakafa.org), and suggest that they look at information for prospective members. 

 Please consider inviting friends and neighbors to join us at Shabbat Services. 

 Invite new families to visit Religious School on a Sunday and/or get in touch with Bibi Patt, our Director of Education. 
Bibi is happy to meet with any families and answer questions about our Religious School/Hebrew School/High 
School program. (Please pre-arrange a visit so that COVID precautions can be safely followed.) 

 Tell you friends about our wonderful Sunday Adult Study sessions, and have them attend a session with you. 

 Invite your friends to participate in a Hakafa social justice program. Sharing experiences leaves lasting impressions 
– and may result in friends telling other friends, who may be interested in our social justice efforts and our Circle.  

 Rabbi Elder welcomes the opportunity to meet with prospective members, getting to know them and also providing 
information and answering questions about Hakafa. Feel free to put friends/family/neighbors in touch with him! 

 
Of course, we welcome any ideas on how to recruit new members. If you have new member outreach ideas or want to 
let us know of your interest in a soon-to-be-formed Membership Committee, please contact Barbara Miller 
(vicepresident@hakafa.org or 847-835-8000). 
 

Member News (continued) 
 

Condolences to: 
 
Karen Citow and family on the loss of her mother, Jeanne Anne C. 
Swigert 
 
Ruth, Carly, Miles, and Ryder Jennings and family on the loss of 
Mike 
 
Steve Miller and family on the loss of his father, Harold 
 
David Millman and family on the loss of his brother, Michael 
 
Tom Siegel and family on the loss of his father, Jack 
 
We apologize if we have inadvertently missed a condolence for 
you. Please let us know so that we can include it next month. 

Mazal Tov to: 
 
Camille DeFrank and Eddie Chez on the 
marriage of their son, Chris, to Sara Chwistek 
 
Donna and Jeffrey Greengoss on the birth of 
their grandchild, Ethan, to Charlie and Annie 
Greengoss 
 
Barb and Larry Scott on the birth of their first 
grandchild, Elle Marie Scott, to Byron Scott 
and Julianna Johnson 
 
Julia and Alex Volpe on the birth of their 
grandchild, Leo Patrick Volpe, to Ben and 
Katie  
 

We apologize if we have inadvertently missed 
your simcha. Please let us know so that we can 
include it next month. As always, if you are 
having a simcha – a birth, wedding, or the like – 
let us know (admin@hakafa.org) so that we can 
share your joy with our congregational 
community. 

 
 

Please Help Us in Welcoming Our 
New and Returning Members 

 
Leslie Jaffe 
 
David and Alison Shore and their daughter, 
Lilah Beth 
 
Rose Waldman 
 

 
 

Relief from Financial Stress Due to COVID-19 
 
If you are suffering from economic hardship due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and could use a little help, please reach out to Rabbi 
Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org, 847-266-8854). We have funds available 
to assist you. 
 

 
 

Willow Lawn Cemetery Plots Available 
 

In May 2020, Hakafa purchased additional burial plots adjoining 
our consecrated green cemetery section at Willow Lawn. At this 
time, we still have three pairs of side-by-side plots plus two pairs of 
plots set at an angle to each other. There are also several 
cremation plots. Please see the Hakafa website (www.hakafa.org) 
under Worship and Ritual > Life Cycle Events > Death for more 
information about Hakafa’s cemetery options and pictures of the 
green cemetery. You may also contact Deborah Brown 
(president@hakafa.org).  

 

mailto:vicepresident@hakafa.org
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Adult Education 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Educaiton 
Zoom Meeting ID: Meeting ID: 871 3067 5137 

 
Sunday Morning Adult Education will take place via Zoom at 10:30 a.m. on the following Sunday mornings. All Hakafa 
adults are invited to participate in our Adult Education classes led by both congregational and community scholars who 
delve into a variety of topics of special interest and expertise. Feel free to come for one session or for all of them! 
 
September 12: “The Aesthetics of Justice” with Judith Joseph 

We will consider issues of racial, social, and environmental justice through the lens of art. We will look at the art of 
Winfred Rembert, He was jailed at age 19 in Louisiana for participating in a civil rights protest-- he was abused in 
prison and escaped, only to be caught and sentenced to seven years in prison, mostly on chain gangs, until 1974. He 
was profiled recently in the New Yorker magazine, which also created a short documentary about him. The article and 
film link may be read here (https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2021/05/10/an-artist-on-how-he-survived-the- chain-
gang).  The curriculum for this class was created with Jane Shapiro for the Artists’ Beit Midrash, a program of Orot 
Center for New Jewish Learning (https://www.orotcenter.org/). 
 
Hakafa member Judith Joseph is a visual artist, who works across media: printmaking, calligraphy in Hebrew and English (ketubahs), painting and 
installation. She is on the faculty of the Chicago Botanic Garden, where she teaches watercolor and calligraphy. She teaches an Artists’ Beit Midrash 
for Orot and North Suburban Synagogue Beth El. With Israeli artist Dorit Jordan Dotan she hosts and curates the Jewish Art Salon Open Studios 
Program, an ongoing live Zoom series of artists’ presentations for an international audience. Her art is exhibited widely, including juried and 
invitational exhibitions in Berlin, Vancouver (Canada), Douro (Portugal), Amsterdam, and across the U.S. Her art and activities may be viewed here: 
(http://www.judithjosephstudio.com).  

 
September 19: “COVID Update” with Dr. Ron Hershow and Dr. Julian Solway 
Ron and Julian are back to give us an update on the latest information regarding COVID-19 and all of the variants. We 
are so thankful that they are willing to share their time and expertise with us.  

 
Both Hakafa members, Dr. Ron Hershow is an infectious disease epidemiologist at UIC and Dr. Julian Solway is a pulmonologist at University of 
Chicago. 

 
September 26: “Democracy is Not a Spectator Sport: Empowering Voters and Defending Democracy in Illinois” 
with Allyson Haut   
Hakafa member, Allyson Haut, is the President of the League of Women Voters of Illinois, a nonpartisan, activist, 
grassroots organization that works to advance and protect the critical role of voters in democracy. With more than 3600 
members in 41 local leagues throughout Illinois, the League educates and activates the public year-round to use the 
power of their voice and their vote. Allyson will lead a discussion on empowering voters and defending Democracy in 
Illinois.   
 
Allyson attended her first League of Women Voters meeting with her mother at the age of five, thus beginning her passionate commitment to the 
League. She is an accomplished League leader, having served in many roles at the local level and on the LWVIL board as co-chair of Issues and 
Advocacy Committee. Allyson’s lifelong commitment to social justice is reflected in her leadership and service with numerous nonprofits including 
organizations which address food insecurity. Most recently her board service includes the JWS Ovarian Cancer Research Fund and Friends of the 
Wilmette Public Library. A graduate of Wellesley College, Allyson went on to earn a Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology from the University of Missouri-
Columbia. She was a faculty member of Rush Medical College at Rush University, working in patient care, research and teaching and serving as 
Director of Behavioral Sciences Education for the medical college and Director of the Health Psychology residency program.  

 
October 3 and 10: “The Second Temple's Recent Literary Afterlives” with Dr. Claire Sufrin 
In these sessions, Dr. Claire Sufrin will present on two recent novels that re-imagine the meaning of the 
Second Temple. The first, Eternal Life by Dara Horn, tells the story of a Jewish survivor of the destruction of Jerusalem 
in the year 70 who never dies but instead is reborn over and over through every eon of Jewish history. The 
second, The Ruined House by Ruby Namdar, is the story of a contemporary literature professor whose world is turned 
upside down by a disruption of the relationship between the sacred--the world of the ancient Israelite priests—and the 
profane—the streets of New York City, where he has lived his life up until this point. The narrative is further disrupted 
by clues the author presents in the the form of pages from the Talmud. While reading the novel in advance is 
encouraged, it is not required, and the discussion will be accessible and thought-provoking whether or not 
you read ahead. 

 
Dr. Claire Sufrin is Associate Professor of Instruction in Jewish Studies and Assistant Director of the Crown Family Center for Jewish and Israel 
Studies at Northwestern University. Born and raised in the Chicago area, she holds a BA in Religious Studies from Yale University and a PhD in 

Religious Studies from Stanford University. She is the co-editor of The New Jewish Canon: Ideas and Debates, 1980-2015, which was published in 

2020 by Academic Studies Press. 
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 Adult Education (continued) 
 

Midrash Class:  
Zoom Meeting ID: 696 226 468 

 
Join us via Zoom on Tuesday, 
September 14 at 10:00 a.m. to study 
midrash. Midrash is the creative, 
interpretative process of the rabbis over 
generations. Through midrash, we see 
how the rabbis saw the text of the Bible - 
its lessons, it messages, its practical 
applications, and its relevance to them 
throughout time. Through the study of 
midrash, we will see how much of our 
understanding of the biblical text has 
been influenced by theirs. 

 

 

 

Lunch and Learn 
Zoom Meeting ID: 863 2720 5788 

 
Lunch & Learn will take place via Zoom at noon on Thursday, 
September 9. Bring your own lunch and prepare to participate in a 
lively discussion with Rabbi Elder! 
 

Hebrew Circle:  
Zoom Meeting ID: 871 8801 8556 

 
If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners welcome!) looking to practice 
your Hebrew with other Hebrew speaking Hakafa members, please 
join us via Zoom on Thursday, September 9 at 10:30 a.m. for an 
hour of Hebrew conversation with Rabbi Elder! New participants are 
welcome. 

Two Weekly Opportunities for Torah Study 
 
All Hakafa members are invited to join Rabbi Elder via Zoom for one or both of our two weekly Torah study sessions. 
Each week, we proceed through the Bible, verse by verse, discussing its content and various interpretations. New 
participants are always welcome.  
 
Tuesday Evening Torah Class (7:30-8:45 p.m.)  Wednesday Afternoon Torah Class (1:00 – 2:30 p.m.) 
Zoom Meeting ID: 662 730 822    Zoom Meeting ID: 813 358 443 
*Class will NOT meet on September 7, 21, and 28.         *Class will NOT meet on September 8 and 15 
 

Jewish Community Resources 
 

The greater Chicago area Jewish community has many organizations to which you 
can turn should you need support. Here are a few of them: 
 
CJE SeniorLife (www.cje.net, 773-508-1000) – Since 1972, CJE SeniorLife has enhanced the lives of older adults and 

their families through a comprehensive network that includes housing, health care, community services, health and 

wellness education, life enrichment programs and applied research.  

 

JCFS Chicago (www.jcfs.org, 855-275-5237) – JCFS Chicago provides caring and healing services to children, teens, 

adults, older adults and families for help with autism, support with advanced illness, special education, individual and 

family counseling, and more.  

 

JCFS Chicago Addiction Services (www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/addiction-services, 847-

745-5422) – JCFS Chicago Addiction Services was created to build a caring community that is aware of and 

responsive to the problem of addiction and to support individuals and families who struggle with addiction.  

 

JCFS Chicago Illness, Loss and Spiritual Support Services (www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-

programs/illness-loss-grief, 847-745-5404) – The staff at JCFS Chicago Illness, Loss and Spiritual Support Services 

provides information about social services, medical resources, and spiritual resources for people who are ill, grieving, 

or serving as caregivers to help in their difficult times. 

 

SHALVA (www.shalvaonline.org, 773-583-4673) - SHALVA offers free, confidential, domestic abuse counseling 

services to the Chicago Jewish Community.  

 
 

http://www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/addiction-services
http://www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/illness-loss-grief
http://www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/illness-loss-grief
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Discussion with Author Elly Fishman: Refugee High: Coming of Age in America 
 

On Tuesday, September 21 at 7:00 p.m., the Glencoe Public Library is holding a virtual event with author, Elly 
Fishman, whose book, Refugee High: Coming of Age in America (2021), won the Studs and Ida Terkel Prize. 
 
Chicago’s Sullivan High School, long a landing place for migrants, has in recent years had one of the highest 
proportions of immigrant and refugee students in the country. Chicago magazine journalist, Elly Fishman, spent a year 
at Sullivan and describes the perils and possibilities faced by the students she met there in Refugee High: Coming of 
Age in America. 
 
Ms. Fishman will be joined in conversation by poet and New Trier High School writing teacher, John O’Connor. Please 
contact the Glencoe Public Library for information on how to participate in this virtual event.  
 
 

Social Action 
 

Donations of Men’s T-Shirts and Socks Needed 
 
The Night Ministry (TNM) is looking for donations of men’s 
t-shirts (especially in size large) AND for men’s socks 
(large and medium sizes), which are light-weight and for 
the warm weather. There is a severe shortage of these 
items at TNM. All donations must be in good condition. 
PLEASE, no holes in, nor stains on, any of your donations. 
Also, because of space limitations, they are only 
accepting t-shirts and socks in MEN’S sizes. 
 
A bin will be placed in the lobby of The Takiff Center (999 
Green Bay Road, Glencoe) for these donations 
from Friday, August 27 through Thursday, September 
30. 
 
The Night Ministry is a Chicago-based organization that works to 
provide housing, health care, and human connection to members 
of the Chicago community struggling with poverty or 
homelessness. Here is the link to The Night Ministry’s website 
(http://www.thenightministry.org/).  
 
 

Community Program 
 

Virtual Name Tags: In order that we might better know each other, please consider logging into Zoom events with your 
name. 
 
To Access Zoom with a computer/laptop: Go to www.zoom.us/join and enter the Meeting ID for the specific 
gathering. PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID. If it asks you if you want 
to use the computer's audio, say yes. The same for the video. If your video doesn't come up automatically, you can turn 
it on by clicking on the video icon at the bottom, left side of your screen. 
 
To Access Zoom on an iPad or smartphone: Go to www.zoom.us. If you have not already done so, you will be 
directed to download the Zoom app. Please download it. Then, click on “Join a Meeting” and enter the Meeting ID 
for the specific gathering. PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID. 
 
To Access Zoom by Phone (no video): Call 312-626-6799. When you hear a recording, it will instruct you to type in 
the Meeting ID number, followed by the # sign. PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT 
MEETING ID. You will be able to hear clearly and participate like everyone else. 
 

A Just Harvest 
 
Due to COVID-19, A Just Harvest now serves a daily 
boxed lunch to more than 150 people (no seated 
dinner). No volunteers are permitted in the kitchen, 
but Hakafa still provides the Sunday lunch on our 
designated Sundays.  
 
Volunteers are needed to provide the fried 
chicken entrée, salad, vegetables, fruit, and 
dessert on the second Sunday morning of the 
month. The fried chicken needs to be ordered and 
picked up at 11:00 a.m. from the Jewel on Howard 
and delivered to A Just Harvest. All other items 
should be left at A Just Harvest’s door at 10:00 a.m. 
Hakafa’s tzedakah fund can reimburse you for 
expenses, if needed. To sign up to volunteer, go 
to: http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest. Contact 
Monique Parsons (monique.parsons@gmail.com) 
with questions. 

 
 

Zoom Video Conferencing: Instructions 
 

http://www.zoom.us/join
http://www.zoom.us/
http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest
mailto:monique.parsons@gmail.com
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Note from the Director of Education 
 

We are so excited to begin this school year! Our teachers and staff are ready 

to welcome all of you to another year of creative and innovative curriculum 

and learning - along with a chance to continue to build connections and 

community within our Hakafa family. We have learned so much from the 

challenges we have all been facing. It is our hope and wish that you 

understand that Hakafa will remain a constant. We will have classes outdoors (weather permitting), 

engage students virtually when necessary, mask and distance to keep our community safe, and learn a 

great deal along the way while having fun doing it! 
 

Communication is key to make all of this work. We will be sending many emails to keep everyone informed 

about our outdoor plan for September and October. It is imperative that you respond to the emails in a 

timely manner so we know that you are aware of any changes in any given week. We really appreciate 

your attention and cooperation to this matter. 
 

The High Holidays are rapidly approaching. I would like to wish all of you a Healthy and Happy New Year 

- a Shana Tova U’metuka. I look forward to seeing everyone and sharing our rich history, religion, and 

culture with you and your children! 

             L’shalom, Bibi 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Religious School Opening Day Schedule! 
 

All Religious School students (grades K-8) and their parents should 

plan to join our teachers and staff outdoors on the first day of class.  

 
All-School Welcome Back Family Program 

Sunday, September 12, 10:00-11:30 am 

Outdoors at the Takiff Center 

(999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 

 
Everyone will be asked to wear a mask. Watch your email inbox for 

more details and a sign-up for staggered start times that will allow 

us to maintain safe distancing between families.  
 

We look forward to sharing our first day with 

all of our Religious School families! 
 

 
 

If you have not yet completed and 

sent in your School Registration 

Form and payment, please do so as 

soon as possible so that we can 

better prepare for the start of the 

school year. Thank you! 

 

First Day of 

Hebrew School 
 
 

 

Our Hebrew School year will begin 

on Tuesday, September 14 from 

4:15 to 5:30 pm OUTDOORS at the 

Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, 

Glencoe). Hebrew School families 

should watch their email inboxes for 

drop-off and pick-up information 

coming soon. 

 
 
 

 

High School Program Kick-Off Event 
 

All Hakafa 9th-12th graders should plan on 

joining us for our Kick-Off Event on Sunday, 

September 19 at 4:00 PM to start another 

wonderful year! Watch your email inbox for all 

of the details coming soon! 
 

 

 



 

 

Congregation Hakafa Calendar               September 2021 – Elul 5781 / Tishrei 5782 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 
 

   
  

1      
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (Zoom) 

2     3          

 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (Zoom) 

4            

5       6      Labor Day   

 
 
 
 
 

Erev Rosh Hashanah 

7   
 

Rosh Hashanah 

8     

 

Second Day of 
Rosh Hashanah 

 
 

9 
 

10:30 am 
Hebrew Circle (Zoom)   
 
12:00 pm 
Lunch & Learn (Zoom) 

10    
 

 

 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (Zoom) 

11   Shabbat Shuvah 

 

12     

 
10:00-11:30 am  
First Day of Religious School – All-School 
Family Program 
 
10:30 am-12:00 pm 
Adult Education (Zoom) 
Judith Joseph: The Aesthetics of Justice 

13    
 

 
 

 

14    
 

10:00 am 
Midrash Class (Zoom)  
 
4:15-5:30 pm  
First Day of Hebrew School  

 
7:30 pm 
Torah Study (Zoom)   

15 
 
 

 
 
 

Erev Yom Kippur 

16  
 

 
Yom Kippur  

17     
 
 
 
 
 

 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (Zoom) 

18    
 
9:00 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan (Zoom) 

19 
 

10:00-11:30 am  
Religious School  
 
10:30 am-12:00 pm 
Adult Education (Zoom) 
Dr. Ron Hershow and Dr. Julian Solway: 
COVID Update 
 
4:00 pm 
High School Program Kick-Off Event 

20   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Erev Sukkot 

21       Sukkot 1 
 
 

22       Sukkot 2 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (Zoom) 

23       Sukkot 3 24       Sukkot 4 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (Zoom) 

25       Sukkot 5 
 
 

26     Sukkot 6 
 
10:00-11:30 am  
Religious School  
 
10:30 am-12:00 pm 
Adult Education (Zoom) 
Allyson Haut: Democracy is Not a Spectator 
Sport: Empowering Voters and Defending 
Democracy in Illinois 

27       Sukkot 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm 
Simchat Torah Celebration 
& Consecration   

28    Shmini Atzeret 
         Simchat Torah 
 
10:00 am 
Yizkor Service (Zoom) 

  

29 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (Zoom) 

30  



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Deborah Brown…..………………………………………………………………….…………….President 
Barbara Miller......…………………...…………………………………...………………Vice President 
Ellen Criz.............…………………………………………..………….….....Operations Treasurer 
Allison Stein….…………………………………………………………….………………………...Secretary 
Jason Glick……………………………………………………………………………………Dues Treasurer 
Bonnie Koven & Sally Nador…......………….………….........Endowment Trustees 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Bruce Elder……………………….....……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 
Rona Elder……….…......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 
Bibi Patt…Director of Education (847-650-7720 or education@hakafa.org) 
Sara Goodman……..….Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 
Lori Wilansky............The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in connection 
with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly prohibited. 

The Circle  
September 2021 
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