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Elul/Tishrei 5780/5781
BRUCE ELDER, RABBI

ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS
D’varim
Wishing Us All a Year of Quiet

My sister is an astrologist. She has studied the stars for as long as I can remember, charting people’s birthdates
to gain deeper insights into the human condition as it relates to the galaxy’s alignment. Many people dismiss
astrology as pseudo-science or pseudo-religion, the realm of quacks or spiritual practitioners who want to justify
their thoughts and ideas by gazing out into the heavens and seeing exactly what they want to see. That has
never seemed to bother my sister, and I respect and love her for the depth of connections she has been able to
make as she tries to make sense of the universe in which we live.
Judaism is intimately linked to astrology, though we are reluctant to admit it. The months of the lunar year upon
which the Jewish calendar is predicated are tied to astrological symbols. Many of our prayers praise celestial
bodies. And our celebratory phrase of congratulations, mazal tov, actually means “good planet,” i.e. “may the
stars align for you.”
But where astrologers study stars to find intent, the rabbis of old studied letter combinations instead. Our tradition
teaches that “God spoke, and the world came to be,” which meant to the rabbis that the way to understand God
was to understand God’s language. Our ancient teachers found meanings in words, acronyms, and even dates
(written in Hebrew letters) that added depth and value to everyday living, connecting them intimately to both the
Divine and the universe She created.
Take, for example, the Hebrew rendering of the Jewish year we are now completing. 5780 is written: תש"פ. To
the rabbis, this would not have been a date as much as an understanding of what we should have expected in its
duration.  תש"פis rooted in a word which, in Talmudic times, meant “to crush.” Could there be a more apt
meaning for the year that we have endured? We have been overwhelmed by so much this year – a pandemic, an
economic crisis, isolation, political turmoil, racial injustices unmasked once again in the death of George Floyd,
climate crises … the list goes on and on. There were times this past year when I wondered if my heart could
handle much more. The stress has been hard on so many of us; I can only imagine how devastating it has been
for those who do not have the comforts and privileges so many of us enjoy. I worry about all of you, and I fear for
all of us.
Thank God for 5781 –  תשפ"אin Hebrew. If comes from a root which, in Talmudic times, meant “to quiet.” I do not
perceive the quiet of  תשפ"אto be the piercing silence that punctuates the collective ennui that has coated our
spaces of quarantine. Rather, it is a word that means “to put at ease” or “to relieve.” Could this be what we can
expect over the next year? I certainly hope so.
Our High Holidays will be different this month; sadly, they will be two-dimensional, as so many of our connections
with the outside world have become in the time of COVID-19. Though we cannot meet in person, we can still
make our digital time together personal and intimate. Add your picture to the montage that Leanne Star is
creating of all of us. Let us collect your grocery bag of food for the New Trier Food Pantry and your bag of
breadcrumbs for our collective tashlich that I will Livestream with all of you in mind. Set worship service times
aside, and know that we will all be experiencing them together, if not in body, then certainly in spirit. Reach out to
others in our congregation with whom you have not spoken in some time and wish them a Happy New Year. I am
sure they would love to hear from you. I know I would. And most importantly, know that you are not alone.
Hopefully,we will be together in person before too long.
May 5781 be a year of quiet, peace, and comfort, one that sees the end to that which is crushing each of us and
the beginning of that which elevates all of us. May we work together to save and enrich our own lives and the
lives of those whom we might not know. MAY WE ALL VOTE! And may you have a Shannah Tova u’Metukah, a
good and sweet New Year. It is in the stars. I know it is.
-Rabbi Bruce Elder
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Prayer and Celebration
Sunrise Minyan:

Zoom Meeting ID:
847 8216 0504

Friday Night Services
Please note that all Friday Evening Kabbalat Shabbat Services
will be held via Zoom.
The Zoom Meeting ID for all Shabbat Services is:
292 137 266
September 4
7:30 p.m.

Shabbat Zachor – Ki Tavo
Torah Portion: Deuteronomy 26:1:29-8
Haftarah: Isaiah 60:1-22

September 11
7:30 p.m.

Parashat Nitzavim/Vayeilech
Torah Portion: Deuteronomy 29:9-31:30
Haftarah: Isaiah 61:10-63:9

September 18

Erev Rosh Hashanah

September 25
7:30 p.m.

Shabbat Shuvah – Parshat Ha’azinu
Torah Portion: Deuteronomy 32:1-52
Haftarah: Hosea 14:2-10; Micah 7:18,
Joel 2:15-17

Are you an early riser? Are you looking
for a different way to welcome both the
morning sun and the High Holiday
season? Join us via Zoom on
Saturday, September 12 at 5:45 a.m.
at an outdoor (or indoor) location of
your choice as we gather virtually at
dawn to pray, sing, and watch the
sunrise “together.” We will conclude by
6:30 a.m. when the sun rises.

Calling All
Torah Chanters
Hakafa is inviting members to chant or
read Torah at select Erev Shabbat
services. If you are interested in
learning more about this opportunity,
please contact Brian Browdy (847942-7318 or brian.browdy@gmail.com).

Virtual Oneg “Sponsors” Needed
Have you wanted to celebrate a special event, commemorate a yahrzeit, or honor someone by providing a
Friday night oneg but have been unable to do so because of us being on Zoom these past months? Do you
have an organization or cause you support that you would like others to support, too? Now you will have a
chance to do both - by sponsoring a virtual oneg. Here's how it works:
1. Choose a Friday night to sponsor, and sign up online at this link (http://tinyurl.com/oneg-hosting) or by
contacting Suzanne Shore or Ilene Holt-Turner (oneg@hakafa.org).
2. Make a donation to a charity about which you are passionate.
3. Light the Shabbat candles that night at services (Sara will lead us all in the blessing, unless you would
prefer to recite it yourself.).
4. During announcements, you will be able to tell us about the place to which you donated.
5. Hakafa will make a donation to that organization in your honor.
6. Even if you cannot be at services that evening, we will tell participants about your cause, and Hakafa
make the donation in your honor.
Contact Suzanne (oneg@hakafa.org or 847-722-6797) or Ilene (oneg@hakafa.org or 847-409-6022) for
more information.

ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCING
INSTRUCTIONS FOR ACCESSING
Please note that all Hakafa Zoom gatherings are password protected.
All members were emailed the Hakafa password a few months ago.
Contact Rona (admin@hakafa.org) if you need the Hakafa password.

To Access Zoom with a computer/laptop:
Go to www.zoom.us/join and enter the Meeting ID for the specific gathering.
PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID.
If it asks you if you want to use the computer's audio, say yes. The same for the video.
If your video does NOT come up automatically, you can turn it on by clicking on the
video icon at the bottom, left side of your screen.

To Access Zoom on an iPad or smartphone:
Go to www.zoom.us. If you have not already done so, you will be directed to
download the Zoom app. Please download it. Then, click on “Join a Meeting” and
enter the Meeting ID for the specific gathering. PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH
HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID.

To Access Zoom by Phone (no video):
Call 312-626-6799. When you hear a recording, it will instruct you to type in the
Meeting ID number, followed by the # sign. PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH HAKAFA
EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID. You will be able to hear clearly and
participate like everyone else, but you will not see everyone, and they will not see you.
--------------------------------------Please note that Zoom links for High Holiday services will be emailed to all current
members two weeks before Rosh Hashanah and once a 2020-21 dues commitment
form has been received.
Zoom links for High Holiday Children’s/Family services will be posted on our website
during the week leading up to Rosh Hashanah.

CONGREGATION HAKAFA
HIGH HOLIDAYS 5781
L’Shanah Tovah – Happy New Year
Rabbi Elder, Rabbi Marx, Deborah Brown, and their families wish you all a Shanah Tovah U’metukah - a good and
sweet New Year. We look forward to sharing our High Holidays with you and your families. May the year to come
be filled with health and happiness, joy and blessing, peace and gratitude.
It is not possible for us to gather together in person for our High Holiday services this year due to the COVID-19
pandemic. We have not made this decision lightly, recognizing that the High Holidays are a unique opportunity
for us all to come together as a congregation to worship, to study, and to share friendship and food. But religious
gatherings around the world have been the source of outbreaks of this disease. Sitting alongside each other,
sharing conversation, and joining together in prayer and song are all simply too dangerous in these times. We
would be heart-broken if our coming together in a physical space were to result in the illness of even one of our
members, many of whom are part of the most highly at-risk populations.
We have spent the past few months planning meaningful and beautiful High Holiday services online, including
creating an online prayer book. We will have music with Sara Goodman and Ed Zelnis, our High Holiday music
director of many years, along with our four long-time soloists. We have improved the quality of our sound online
in order to allow everyone to fully enjoy all the music, as well as the Shofar service.
While this will be a different experience than gathering in person, it still will be Hakafa coming together in a holy
way. We hope that you will all plan on joining us for our High Holiday services.

Rosh Hashanah
Friday, September 18 – 7:30 PM

Yom Kippur
Sunday, September 27 – 7:30 PM

Evening Service

Evening Service

Saturday, September 19

Monday, September 28

10:00 AM Morning Service

8:30 AM Supplemental Service

1:00 PM

10:00 AM Morning Service

Children’s/Family Service

Tashlich on your own. (See details below)
Sunday, September 20 – 10:00 AM
Second Day Rosh Hashanah Service

11:45 AM Study Session I
1:00 PM

Children’s/Family Service

2:00 PM

Meditation

3:00 PM

Study Session II

4:00 PM Music performed by Henry Criz
5:10 PM

Afternoon Service

5:50 PM

Yizkor (Memorial Service)

6:20 PM

N’eelah (Concluding Service)

6:40 PM Havdallah

Access to Hakafa’s High Holidays This Year
• Please note that access to Hakafa’s Online High Holiday services is offered to current members of
Congregation Hakafa. Service link information will be provided two weeks before Rosh Hashanah and
once a 2020-21 dues commitment form has been received. There is no additional cost for tickets. We urge
you to send in your Dues Commitment Form as soon as possible and no later than September 1.
If you are a prospective member who is interested in attending our High Holiday services this year, please
contact our High Holiday Coordinators, Jay Hesdorffer and Don Pollak at highholidays@hakafa.org.
• Children’s/Family Online Services will be held at 1:00 PM on both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. While
open to everyone, these services are especially suitable for children and their parents. The Zoom Link will be
available to members and non-members and will be posted on our website during the week leading up
to Rosh Hashanah.

Children/Teens Invited to Help Lead High Holiday Children’s/Family Services
Our High Holiday Children/Family Services will take place via Zoom at 1:00 PM on both Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur. Students are invited to participate in leading the service in the following ways:





Volunteer to lead a reading in English.
Help create a video of one of our favorite High Holiday tunes (words/music, etc. will be provided).
Sign Up to read or chant a verse of Torah (7th Grade and up).
Send Rabbi Elder a video of your child blowing the shofar.

If your child is interested in participating in our High Holiday Children’s/Family Services in any of these ways,
please sign up at https://tinyurl.com/FamilyService5781.
Contact Bibi Patt (education@hakafa.org) with any questions.

Selichot
The Saturday evening prior to Rosh Hashanah is the time to officially welcome the High Holiday season. We do
so through communal study and the recitation of penitential prayers (known as selichot). This year, Selichot
falls on Saturday, September 12. Join us via Zoom at 8:00 PM for havdallah, learning, and a short service during
which we will hear the shofar blast for the first time. Our study will be led by Rabbi Susan Silverman whose
topic will be “13 Attributes: Mercy, Punishment and Generational Vulnerability.”
In 1997, Rabbi Silverman and her husband wrote the bestselling Jewish Family & Life: Traditions Holidays
and Values for Today's Parents and Children, which launched a Jewish multimedia enterprise,
JewishFamily.com. She also wrote Casting Lots: Creating a Family in a Beautiful, Broken World. Susan’s
current rabbinic work includes activism on behalf of asylum seekers in Israel, advocating for liberal Judaism,
and promoting adoption. She is a founder of KAMOCHA: A Jewish Response to Refugees, on the Board of
Directors of Women of the Wall, on the International Council of The New Israel Fund, and the Founding
Director of Second Nurture: Every Child Deserves a Family – And a Community. She is also a fair-trade
chocolate activist. She and her husband, Yosef Abramowitz, have five children by both birth and adoption. They
made aliya in 2006 and live in Jerusalem.

M

Tashlich
Tashlich (TAHSH-leekh) is a popular custom during Rosh Hashanah. Created more than six hundred years
ago, it is the act of going to a place with natural flowing water, such as a creek or river, on the afternoon of the
first day of Rosh Hashanah to symbolically cast off our sins by tossing breadcrumbs into the water. Tashlich is a
wonderful way to teach our children about t’shuvah (repentance) and forgiveness, but it is most definitely
appropriate for people of all ages!
This year, we are not able to meet together to perform Tashlich. Instead:
1) Take time on Rosh Hashanah afternoon to find a body of water into which to toss your
breadcrumbs. We will provide a reading closer to Rosh Hashanah that you can use if you would like.
Be sure to take a selfie and send it to Rabbi Elder so that we can post a collage that will allow us to unite
our Tashlich experiences into a collective whole.
2) We realize that not everyone will be able to get to a body of water. Whether you will be able to or not,
and as a way for us to symbolically be together for Tashlich, Rabbi Elder will be taking breadcrumbs
from each participating household to collectively toss.
During the week leading up to Rosh Hashanah (September 10-17), we will be dropping off a special New
Year’s gift at your homes and will pick up a small bag of breadcrumbs from anyone who would like to
participate.
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with any questions.

High Holiday Food Drive
Continuing our congregation’s tradition, we will be collecting bags of non-perishable food items and practical
paper goods for the New Trier Township Food Pantry.
This year, we will be dropping off a special New Year’s gift at your homes and will pick up your paper grocery
bags of food during the week leading up to Rosh Hashanah (September 10-17). We will then deliver the bags to
the Pantry. Please watch for announcements about what day your pick-up will be.
The items most needed by the New Trier Township Food Pantry at this time are:
Canned Fruit, Canned Tuna, Soups (all kinds), Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Peanut Butter, Jelly,
Cooking Oil, Salad Dressings, Pancake Mix, Oatmeal, and Cereal.
Please contact Danielle Wylie (dmwylie@sbcglobal.net) or Sara Kurensky (kurloon@sbcglobal.net)
with any questions or to volunteer to help drive.

Maot Chitim
In light of the current situation, this year the Chicago Jewish community will be fulfilling the mitzvah of Maot
Chitim (providing meals to Jewish families in need) by purchasing and delivering Jewel gift cards that will enable
recipients to safely purchase food for Rosh Hashanah - with less exposure for both volunteers and recipients.
If you would like to contribute toward the purchase of Jewel gift cards, please go to the following link to
donate: https://maotchitim.secure.nonprofitsoapbox.com/maotchitim-holiday
Some of the recipients may require assistance shopping for their food. If you wish to volunteer to do grocery
shopping, please contact Joellyn Stoliar, Executive Director of Maot Chitim of Greater Chicago,
at jstoliar@maotchitim.org.

Yom Kippur Day with Hakafa This Year
Many Hakafa members spend the entire day with us on Yom Kippur. Even though we will not be together in
person this year, we are committed to being open on Zoom all day.
As our schedule indicates, in addition to our regular services and our study sessions with Jonah
Orlofsky and David Joel, we will again offer a Supplemental Service for those who would like to experience
the Yom Kippur liturgy in a more informal, intimate setting.
In addition, Beth Fishman will be leading a guided meditation (pre-recorded), and Henry Criz has assembled
a trio and recorded a number of pieces to which we will be able to listen and reflect upon in the afternoon.
Whether you stay with us all day or tune in once in a while, we will be open and available for you.

Memorial List
On Yom Kippur afternoon, the traditional Memorial Service (Yizkor) will be held. To be certain that appropriate
members of your family are included on the memorial list, we will be emailing you the names you have
included in past years along with the names of members of your family who have passed away since last
Yom Kippur. Via this email, we will ask you to confirm the list and to add any missing names.
All names will be listed in our Book of Remembrance that will be emailed out in advance of Yom Kippur. Rabbi
Elder will read the names of those who have passed this year during Yizkor (the Memorial Service) on Monday,
September 28, at approximately 5:50 PM.
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Member News
Condolences to:
We send condolences to the following Hakafa members who have lost loved ones over the past number of
months:


Barbara Anderson and family on the loss of her brother, Donald Wolfson



Betty Burrows and family on the loss of her uncle, Harold “Hal” Grossman, and her cousin,
Nancy Burrows



Noel Burkman and family on the loss of his father, Gerald Burkman



Donna Fishman and family on the loss of her cousin, Sharon Doney



Jan Garcia and family on the loss of her uncle, Myron Cholden



Sara Goodman and family on the loss of her aunt, Joan Taxay Weinger Pressman



Arthur Haut and family on the loss of his friend, Irving Ackerman



Jay Heyman and family and Gerry Keen & family on the loss of their sister, Susan Frolichstein



Dave Jacobs and family on the loss of his mother, Willa Jacobs



Julie Levine and family on the loss of her father and Hakafa member, Carl Levine



Carol McCardell and family on the loss of her brother, Stephen McCardell



Audrey Pam, Jill Pam, and Lisa Rosenberg and families on the loss of their uncle, Dan Schwarzkopf



Bibi Patt and family on the loss of her father, Noah Marcell



Patricia M. Sack and family on the loss of long-time Hakafa member, Norm Sack



Hope Sheffield and family on the loss of her father, John Reisman



Suzy Shimanovsky and family on the loss of her father, Lew Lilienthal



Annette Turow and family on the loss of her nephew, Geoffrey Marcus



Steve Wilansky and family on the loss of his father, Donald Wilansky, and his aunt, Ruth Podnos
We apologize if we have inadvertently missed a condolence for you.
Please let us know so that we can include it next month.

Mazal Tov on Becoming B’nai Mitzvah

Please Help Us in Welcoming our

New and Returning Members:

Over the past number of months, and coming up
this month, we celebrate the following b’nai
mitzvah:

Ethan and Elizabeth Bensinger

May 23 – Ella and Maddie Tag

Julie Levine and Michael Wolf

June 20 – Naomi Criz

Nancy Pred and Wad Thoma

August 15 – Andrew Fretzin
September 26 – Madeline Glazier

Zak and Missy Stambor and their children, Duncan
and Everett
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Member News (continued)
Mazal Tov to:
Over the past number of months we celebrated these happy occasions with members:


Frank and Sandy Gelber and family on the birth of their grandchild, Nora Noel Grossman



Scott Kofkin on the birth of his grandchild, Shay Graham Schneider, to Perri Kofkin Schneider and
Michael Schneider



Jamie and Steve Miller on the birth of their grandchild, Benjamin Samuel Sher, to Laura and Mike Sher



Jonah Orlofsky and Joan Polacheck and family on the birth of their grandchild, Bennett Nathan
Orlofsky



Neal and Kate Shapiro and family on the birth of their grandchild, Madeline Grace Johnson



Hope and Jeffrey Sheffield and family on the birth of their grandchild, Rosalind Margo, to Julia Sheffield
and Doug Godwin



Stacee Solotorovsky and family on the birth of her grandchild, Benjamin Matthew Redd



Judy and Julian Solway on the birth of their grandchild, Lulav Gwendolyn Solway, to Gabi and
Seth Solway



Wilma Tunick on the marriage of her granddaughter, Zoe Sjogerman, to Sam Siner.



All of the Hakafa 2020 High School and College Graduates and their families



Our newly installed 2020-21 Officers



Our Confirmation Class of 5780 and their families: Claire Adler, Eli Elder, Jack Goldberg, Emma Homer,
Catie Jacobs, Danny Patt, Sarah Snyder, Ethan Stern



Our Hebrew School Graduates and their families: Naomi Criz, Andrew Fretzin, Madeline Glazier,
Ella Tag, Maddie Tag
We apologize if we have inadvertently missed your simcha.
Please let us know so that we can include it next month.
As always, if you are having a simcha – a birth, wedding, or the like – please let us know
(admin@hakafa.org) so that we can share your joy with our congregational community.

Chesed
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to
reach out to one another. If you know of
anyone in our congregation who is in crisis
from an illness, death in the family, or
personal stress, who could benefit from
support, such as a visit, delivery and/or
preparation of meals, or a ride to a health
care appointment, please contact Ana
Bensinger (anabensinger@att.net or 847926-3223)
or
Anita
Goldberg
(anitagoldberg@gmail.com
or
847-4328973). volunteer.

Don’t Miss Hakafa Member Doris Fogel
Featured in the PBS Documentary:
Harbor from the Holocaust
Harbor from the Holocaust, airing at 9:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, September 8 is the story of nearly 20,000
Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi-occupied Europe during
World War II, to the Chinese port city of Shanghai. At the
time, Shanghai was uniquely positioned to allow this
remarkable influx to happen.In 1936, Doris and her
mother fled Berlin, Germany for Shanghai as China was
the only country willing to accept Jews without visas.
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Adult Education
Sunday Morning Adult Education: Zoom Meeting ID: Meeting ID: 871 3067 5137
Please join us on Sunday, September 13 at 10:30 a.m. for Teshuva as Metamorphosis. Jane Shapiro
and Judith Joseph will present a program of text study from Jewish wisdom and poetry. The program also
includes a presentation of compelling contemporary visual art, and artistic prompts. The goal is to explore
spirituality and amplify your experience of preparing for the High Holy Days.
Jane Shapiro is passionate about all aspects of Jewish teaching and learning. She has been a teacher to many over
the last thirty years, in classes ranging from weekly Torah study to Jewish thought, history and literature. As Associate
Director of the Florence Melton School she worked with teachers across North America and Israel to develop good
pedagogic practices. She has consulted with organizations ranging from the American Jewish Committee, The Jewish
Theological Seminary, Camp Ramah, Spertus Institute, and Jewish Federations of North America. She is a graduate of
Princeton University, studied at Columbia University and received her doctorate from the Jewish Theological Seminary
in 2016. She is a graduate of the Mandel Teacher Educators Institute and Visions of Jewish Education projects. in 2017
Jane received an Educators Award from the Covenant Foundation. In 2018 she was featured in an Eli talk on “The
Torah of Bubbiehood.”
Artist Judith Joseph's paintings, woodblock prints and calligraphy (ketubot) are in numerous public and private
collections. She exhibits widely nationally and internationally, Judith's work has been featured in several books about
art and many newspaper and magazine articles, academic journals, zines and radio features. She has received
numerous awards, including the Illinois Arts Council Artists' Fellowship Award (1998 and 2004) and a 3Arts Grant in
2020 .. She is on the art faculty at the Chicago Botanic Garden and the Art Center, Highland Park and she co-teaches
the Artists' Beit Midrash at NSS-Beth El with Jane Shapiro. She is co-curator of the Jewish Art Salon's international
Open Studios online series. She is passionate about helping people explore and express their Jewish heritage through
art. She is a member of Hakafa.

Midrash Class:

The Siddur: It’s Meaning and Theology

Join us via Zoom on Tuesday, September 15 at
10:00 a.m. to study midrash. Midrash is the
creative, interpretative process of the rabbis over
generations. Through midrash, we see how the
rabbis saw the text of the Bible - its lessons, it
messages, its practical applications, and its
relevance to them throughout time. Through the
study of midrash, we will see how much of our
understanding of the biblical text has been
influenced by theirs

How many of us know what our Hebrew prayers
actually say? How many of us know what they
mean? Join us via Zoom at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday,
September 22 as we explore the Jewish prayer
book. During each session we will look at prayers in
Hebrew, translate them together, discuss their
theology, and parse what they might mean for us
today.

Zoom Meeting ID: 696 226 468

Two Weekly Opportunities for
Torah Study

Zoom Meeting ID: 242 631 590

Mishneh Torah:

Zoom Meeting ID: 997 667 842

All Hakafa members are invited to join Rabbi Elder
via Zoom for one or both of our two weekly Torah
study sessions.

Our September session of Mishneh Torah (Jewish
law) class will be held via Zoom on Tuesday,
September 1 at 10:00 a.m. Come join us and Rabbi
Elder to learn more about what Halacha has to say
on almost every aspect of life.

Tuesday Evening Torah Class:
7:30 to 8:45 p.m.
Zoom Meeting ID: 662 730 822
Please Note: Class will not meet September 8
and 29.

Hebrew Circle:

Wednesday Afternoon Torah Class:
1:00 to 2:30 p.m.
Zoom Meeting ID: 813 358 443

Zoom Meeting ID: 871 8801 8556
If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners welcome!)
looking to practice your Hebrew with other Hebrew
speaking Hakafa members, please join us via Zoom
on Thursday, September 10 at 10:30 a.m. for an
hour of Hebrew conversation with Rabbi Elder! New
participants are welcome.
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Adult Education (continued)
Lunch and Learn: Zoom Meeting ID: 821 5540 2577
“Lunch & Learn” will take place via Zoom at noon on Thursday, September 10. Bring your own lunch and
prepare to participate in a lively discussion with Rabbi Elder! New participants are always welcome.

Film Group: Keep Quiet

Zoom Meeting ID: 851 8223 6717
Please join us via Zoom on Saturday, September 5 at 7:00 p.m. as we screen Keep Quiet (2017). This
documentary is about Czanad Szegedi, a young man who is leading Jobbik-- Hungary’s far right nationalist
party, which espouses anti-Semitic rhetoric and Holocaust denial. Imagine his surprise when he learns that
his mother is Jewish and that his beloved maternal grandmother is a survivor of Auschwitz. The film reveals
how Szegedi comes to terms with his Jewish heritage.
Here is a link to the trailer: https://www.amazon.com/Keep-Quiet-Csanad-Szegedi/dp/B06XSZBPRL
We’d like to try something different this time: We’ll meet using Zoom (see link above) at 7:00 for an
introduction to the film, then we’ll watch the movie separately using Amazon to stream on our personal TVs,
tablets, or computers. You do not need to be a member of Amazon Prime, though if you are not a member
you will be charged $3.99 to rent the movie.
At the end of the movie we will reconvene over Zoom for Havdalah and a discussion.Feel free to invite
friends and bring your favorite nosh. If you have any questions contact Carol McCardell
(mccardellcarol@gmail.com).

Voter Initiatives
Help Nalani Wean, a Hakafa Young Adult, Reach 18-26 Year-Old Voters
Did you know that turnout among voters age 18 to 26 is always the lowest of any age group in U.S.
elections? Hakafa member, Nalani Wean, a senior at Denison University, is overseeing our congregation's
attempt to facilitate voting for young adults. She is reaching out to young adults aged 18-26 who are trying to
navigate this year's voting maze including if they are registered to vote in a different state and mail in ballots.
She would like to let them know she is here to help. Contact Nalani (wean_n1@denison.edu or 847-9104310) for more information.

Help Stop Voter Suppression
in Wisconsin
Hakafa is offering members an
opportunity to work with RAC-IL (Illinois
Religious Action Center of Reform
Judaism) to stop voter suppression. We
are working with our partner, WISDOM,
to call Wisconsin voters and help them
register and remind them to vote.
Contact
Donna
Fishman
(donnafishman16@gmail.com) if you’d
like to help

Promote the Vote
Congregation Hakafa has joined Promote the Vote Illinois,
a non-partisan coalition of 501(c)3 organizations, to get the
message out on voter registration and vote by mail.
Please help get the word out by downloading the pdfs found
at this link:
(https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa/posts/14485
77815326878) to your Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
accounts,
If you have any questions, contact Hakafa member, Laura
Prohov (lrprohov@aol.com ).
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Social Action
Volunteers Needed for Hakafa’s High
Holiday Food Drive
Volunteers needed! Collection for New Trier Food
Pantry at the High Holidays will look a little
different this year! We will need volunteers to
pick up bags of donations from a small group
of congregants’ homes in your neighborhood.
If you are willing to help out, please reach out
to Danielle Wylie (dmwylie@sbcglobal.net) or
Sara Kurensky (kurloon@sbcglobal.net) and they
will provide you with a list of addresses. This will
be no contact, as families will be instructed to
leave a bag of donations on their front porch.
Please also feel free to contact Danielle and Sara
with any questions and for more details.
When picking up the bags, volunteers will also be
dropping off a little holiday gift from the
congregation and picking up a small bag of
breadcrumbs for Tashlich.

A Just Harvest
A Just Harvest has been serving 150 boxed lunches
daily and delivering emergency food bags to 30
families weekly. That number grows each week.
No volunteers are going into the building, although
Hakafa still provides the fried chicken on our
designated Sundays. We still need people to sign
up to order and pay for the chicken on the
second Sunday of the month in the months ahead
(Hakafa’s tzedakah fund can reimburse you for this
cost if needed). A Just Harvest staff will pick the
chicken up at the Jewel.
The kitchen also needs staples. To sign up to
order and pay for the chicken and/or to provide
any
of
the
needed
staples,
go
to:
http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest.
Please
contact
Monique
Parsons
(monique.parsons@gmail.com) or Debbie Charen
(debbie.charen@gmail.com) with any questions.

Curt’s Cafe
Bakers, Drivers, and/or
Friendly People Needed
Hello bakers, drivers, and/or friendly people! We’re
looking for volunteers to bake, buy, and/or deliver
challah to new members after they join. (Hakafa
will reimburse costs.) If you’d like to do any of
these from time to time, please contact Barbara
Miller (vicepresident@hakafa.org).

Curt’s Café in Highland Park and in Evanston is now
open 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. for online and walk-up
orders for carry-out or to eat at a couple of outside
tables.
They are still in need of donations to help them
continue to provide job skills, life skills, and hope to
at-risk young adults.
Click here (https://curtscafe.org/donate/) to donate.

Hakafa Podcast

Points on the Circle: Hakafa’s New Podcast
We hope you've had a chance to view POINTS ON THE CIRCLE - Hakafa’s new podcast about Hakafa
members, for Hakafa members! Each episode, Rabbi Elder sits down with a different member of our
encirclement to schmooze, tell stories, and allow the Congregation an opportunity to get to know our guest.
Follow this link:
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNvk7uHdip3rXPK4K4m7nFw/) to our Points on the Circle YouTube
Channel page to watch.
While you are there, click on “subscribe” so that you don't miss any upcoming episodes!

Hakafa Youth News
September 2020

Note from the Director of Education
Welcome back! We are so excited to begin this new school year. It will be
great to see all of our Hakafa family, even if it is virtually. Our connections as a
school and community defy the walls of a building! Our teachers and staff are
ready to implement their exciting curriculum. We have many special events
and treats in which students and families will be able to partake. We will make
this year one of the best and work hard to not take anything for granted. Our community will be strong
and find creative ways to nurture ourselves and each other.
We begin our year on Sunday, September 13 with an online All-School Family Program and first day
festivities! (See details below.) We begin Hebrew School on Tuesday, September 15. Please pay special
attention to our calendar since this month we will be observing our High Holidays. I am still looking for
readers for our Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur Children’/Family Services. Please contact me
(education@hakafa.org) ASAP if your child would like to participate.
In the meantime, I would like to wish all of you a Shanah Tovah U’metukah! I hope you all have wonderful,
virtual/socially distant, safe family gatherings where we can all hope and pray for a healthy and sweet
year to come.
L’shalom, Bibi

Religious School Opening Day Schedule!
All Religious School students (grades K-8) and their
parents should plan to join us on the first day of class,
Sunday, September 13. Here are the details:



10-11 AM – All-School Family Program (Online)
Zoom Links & detailed information will be emailed to families.



12-1 PM – Sunday Afternoon in the Park(ing) Lot with Ice Cream
Religious School families should join us in the back parking
lot of the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Rd, Glencoe)
to pick up (contactless) ice cream and
some supplies for the year.

We look forward to sharing our first day with
all of our Religious School families!

High School Program Kick-Off Event
All Hakafa 9th-12th graders should plan on
joining us via Zoom for our Kick-Off Event on
Sunday, September 13 from 4:00-5:00 PM to
start another wonderful year! Watch your email
inbox for all of the details coming soon!

If you have not yet completed and
sent in your School Registration
Form and payment, please do so as
soon as possible so that we can
better prepare for the start of the
school year. Thank you!

High Holiday
Family Services
Our High Holiday Children’s/Family
Services will take place via Zoom at
1:00 PM on both Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur.
If your child/teen is interested in
participating, please sign up at
https://tinyurl.com/FamilyService5781.

Congregation Hakafa Calendar
Sunday

Monday

September 2020 – Elul 5780 / Tishrei 5781

Tuesday
1

Wednesday
2

Thursday
3

Friday
4

Saturday
5

10:00 am
Mishneh Torah Class

1:00 pm
Torah Study

7:30 pm
Torah Study

6

7

Labor Day

8

7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

9

10

11

13

14

15

Newsletter Articles Due

10:00-11:00 am
First Day of Religious School – All-School Online
Family Program

10:00 am
Midrash Class

10:30 am–12:00 pm
Adult Education – Judith Joseph & Jane
Shapiro:Teshuvah as Metamorphosis: A
Creative Preparation for the HIgh Holy Days

4:00-6:00 pm
First Day of Hebrew School

4:00-5:00 pm
High School Program Kick-Off Event

7:30 pm
Torah Study

20

16

22

7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

8:00 pm
Selichot Program and Service

18

19
Rosh Hashanah

Erev Rosh Hashanah

23

24

25

26 Shabbat Shuvah

10:00 am
Siddur Class

Second Day of
Rosh Hashanah

4:00-6:00 pm
Hebrew School

28

29

7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

30
1:00 pm
Torah Study

Yom Kippur
4:00-6:00 pm
Hebrew School

Bat Mitzvah Service of
Madeline Glazier (AM)

1:00 pm
Torah Study

7:30 pm
Torah Study

Erev Yom Kippur

11:00 am
Tot Shabbat

1:00 pm
Torah Study

21

27

12:00 pm
Lunch & Learn

17

12
5:45 am
Sunrise Minyan

10:30 am
Hebrew Circle
1:00 pm
Torah Study

7:00 pm
Film Group

Congregation Hakafa Calendar
Sunday

Monday

October 2020 – Tishrei / Cheshvan 5781

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday
2

Saturday
3

Sukkot 1
Bat Mitzvah Service of
Julia Zoloto (AM)

Erev Sukkot
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

4

Sukkot 2

5

Sukkot 3

10:00-11:30 am
Religious School All-School Family Sukkot
Program

6

Sukkot 4

7

4:00-6:00 pm
Hebrew School

12:00-6:00 pm
Hakafa’s Sukkah-on-Wheels

Sukkot 5

8

Sukkot 6

12

13
Columbus Day

Sukkot 7

9:00 am
Nosh & Know

10 Shmini Atzeret
10:00 am
Yizkor Service

1:00 pm
Torah Study

7:30 pm
Torah Study

11

9

Simchat Torah

10:00 am
Midrash Class

7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

14

15

Newsletter Articles Due

3:30 pm
Consecration &
Simchat Torah Celebration

16

17

7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

7:00 pm
Film Group

23

24

10:00 am
Mishneh Torah Class
1:00 pm
Torah Study
7:30 pm
Torah Study

18

19

10:00-11:45 am
Religious School Classes

4:00-6:00 pm
Hebrew School

4:00-5:30 pm
9th-11th Grade Class Session I

10:00-11:45 am
Religious School Classes
10:30 am–12:00 pm
Adult Education – Dr. Claire Sufrin: Elie Wiesel
4:00-5:15 pm
12th Grade Workshop I

21

22

10:00 am
Midrash Class

4:00 pm
Congregation Meeting

25

20

9:00 am
Shabbat Morning Minyan
1:00 pm
Torah Study

4:00 pm
Family Fun Program – Virtual Escape Room

7:30 pm
Torah Study

26

27

7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

28

29

30

10:00 am
Siddur Class
4:00-6:00 pm
Hebrew School
7:30 pm
Torah Study

1:00 pm
Torah Study
7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

31

Congregation Hakafa
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Barbara Miller......…………………...…………...………………Vice President
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Allison Stein….……………………………….………………………...Secretary
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The Circle
September 2020
Table of Contents
D’varim…..……..…………..….1
Prayer and Celebration….……2
Zoom Information…….…..Insert
High Holiday Information...Insert
Member News…………..……..3

***************

Adult Education………………..5

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org)
Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus
Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org)
Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org)
Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org)
Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)

Voter Initiatives………………...6

The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in
connection with Hakafa activities. Use for any other purposes is strictly
prohibited.

October Calendar...….......Insert

Social Action……………………7
Points on the Circle Podcast…7
Chadashot…………………Insert
September Calendar……..Insert

