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Aborting the Debate 
 

 In the midst of our national debate about health care, a critical religious issue has been ignored.  And 

that is a discussion of life—not only the life of the unborn child, but the ultimate value of life itself.  

 The traditional debate pits conservative religious forces as the advocates of life and their opponents 

as the advocates of freedom—the protection of an unborn child versus the right of a woman to decide what is 

best for her and her family.  On one level, the issue is about timing.  When does life begin?  Life is sacred—

everyone seems to agree—but at what stage of gestation does it become so?  True believers in the pro-life 

camp insist that life begins at the moment of conception, and even regard birth control as interference in the 

divine plan.  The quality of life rather than the timing of its genesis is the concern of the free choice 

advocates. 

 Life versus freedom, this is how the debate has traditionally been framed.   And in this construction, 

conservative religious tradition and individual liberty have invariably been pictured as hostile to one another.  

 But the public debate about abortion has ignored a critical question.  What is the value of life if it 

ceases to be sustainable?  Natural – law advocates insist that life is sacred – the life of this child.  But what 

of life in generations to come?  Should not our discussion of sacredness involve ultimate values as well as 

immediate ones?  Both sides of the debate have avoided talking about the ultimate meaning of life, but it 

seems to me that the pro – life position is particularly vulnerable on this issue. 

 In addition, it is noteworthy  that the anti-abortion position often welcomes and supports anti – 

poverty measures that particularly harm young children and their struggling families.   It is one thing to 

protect the rights of an unborn fetus; another thing to cut off lunch money and health care for the human 

consequences of that policy.  It is easy to be pro-life, but to be pro-life and then to be hostile to the human 

consequences of this policy is to be more than inconsistent; it is to be sinful. 

 Our world is well along a path that leads to suicide.   A study just published in the Proceedings of the 

National Academy of Sciences points to an accelerating pace of species loss over the last decades.  We 

become aware of the problem when we learn of honey bee colony “disorder” or hear of declining elephant 

and giraffe populations, but these are but the visible examples of a much greater disaster which now 

threatens so many animal as well as vegetable species.  “We are not alarmists,” say the authors of the study, 

but “alarm” is a realistic reaction to a careful reading of their report.   

 Life as we know it is threatened at many different levels.    Deserts are overrunning arable land, air is 

increasingly becoming polluted, water no longer potable.  Human life is threatened, and humans are the 

cause of the threat.  We are consuming the world.  We reach for outer space, because here on earth, we are 

out of space. We may argue about the evidences of climate change or about the acceptable level of carbon 

emission, but we seem indifferent to the one simple cause of our anxiety – there are too many people to 

sustain our fragile world.    

 These thoughts may seem all too familiar and they are not offered Cassandra-like as a prescription 

for despair.  Rather they are an effort to add another dimension to a discussion about the meaning of life and 

to suggest that speculation about the ultimate survival of the human race is a religious as well as an 

ecological issue.  Surely, the survival of humanity is as religiously relevant as the welfare of an individual 

fetus.  It is time to begin thinking of our national debate, not as a conflict between theology and freedom, but 

as part of a more basic problem.  What is the future of human existence?  Life is sacred.  How can we 

guarantee that it continues to be so? 

  
  

-Rabbi Robert J. Marx 

 

D’varim 

 



 

 

Rosh Hashanah Service Schedule 
 

Wednesday, September 20 – 8:00 p.m.  
Evening Service 
 
 
Thursday, September 21 
10:00 a.m.  Morning Service 

 

12:00-1:15 p.m.  Rosh Hashanah Reception  
 

12:25 p.m.  Service at CJE Robineau House 
 

1:30 p.m.  Family Service 
      

3:00 p.m.  Tashlich  (Skokie Lagoons) 
 

 
Friday, September 22 – 10:00 a.m.  
Second Day Rosh Hashanah Service 
(Home of Annette Turow) 

Yom Kippur Service Schedule 
 

Friday, September 29 - 8:00 p.m.  
Evening Service  

 
 
 

Saturday, September 30 
10:00 a.m.  Morning Service 
 

12:15-1:15 p.m.  Study Session I 
    

12:25 p.m.  Service at CJE’s Robineau House 
 

1:30 p.m.  Family Service 
 

2:35-3:35 p.m.  Study Session II            
 

4:00 p.m.  Afternoon Service 
      

5:30 p.m.  Yizkor (Memorial Service)   
 

5:50 p.m.  N’eelah (Concluding Service) 
 

6:30 p.m.  Havdallah and Light Break Fast 

High Holidays General Information 
   

• Again this year, High Holiday Services will be held at Winnetka Congregational Church (725 Pine Street), 
located east of Green Bay Road, west of Sheridan Road, and right around the corner from the Winnetka 
Community House. Please see detailed parking instructions listed separately. 

• There is no minimum age for attending the regular services, but we ask that children be mature enough to sit 
through the service.  

• For adults who want to attend the morning services without their children, child-sitting is available for 
children 5th Grade and younger. Pre-registration is required on the ticket request form. 

• Family Services will be held at 1:30 p.m. on both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. While open to everyone, 
these services are especially suitable for younger children. Tickets are not required for Family Services.  

• If you know of prospective members interested in joining us for Evening or Morning High Holiday Services, 
please contact Jerry Friedman (847-272-6321 or gf4511@att.net) regarding ticket availability. 

• We request that everyone arrive early enough to park and be seated before services begin.  
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High Holiday Ticket Orders 
 

Please note that High Holiday tickets are offered to current members of Congregation Hakafa. Tickets will be 
mailed in September and once 2017-18 dues commitment and ticket request forms have been received. 
There is no additional cost for tickets. High Holiday ticket order forms were emailed/mailed in August and can 
also be found on the Hakafa website (www.hakafa.org). We urge you to send in your dues commitment 
forms and requests for High Holiday tickets as soon as possible (and no later than September 5). Your 
ticket guarantees you a place with us and enables us to plan more meaningful High Holiday services. 



  

High Holiday Child-Sitting 
 

Child-sitting is available for our youngest 
congregation members (5th Grade and younger) 
during the Morning Service on both Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur.  
 

So that we can adequately provide enough sitters, 
please sign-up your child/ren on the ticket request 
form if you would like them to participate in Child-
Sitting.  
 

 

Tashlich 
 

Tashlich (TAHSH-leekh) is a popular custom during Rosh Hashanah. Created more than six hundred years 
ago, it is the act of going to a place with natural flowing water, such as a creek or river, on the afternoon of the 
first day of Rosh Hashanah to symbolically cast off our sins by tossing bread crumbs into the water. Tashlich is 
a wonderful way to teach our children about t’shuvah (repentance) and forgiveness, but is most definitely 
appropriate for people of all ages!  
 

Please B.Y.O.B. (bring your own bread) and join with other Hakafa families for a short and enjoyable service, 
lasting no more than 15 minutes, on Thursday, September 21 at 3:00 p.m. (following the Rosh Hashanah 
Family Service). We will meet at the boat launch of the Skokie Lagoons on Tower Road (south side of the 
street) in Winnetka, just east of the Edens Expressway. This location is completely accessible. 
 

Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with any questions.  
 

In case of rain, we will do Tashlich immediately following Second Day Rosh Hashanah Services. 
 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah Services 
 

Hakafa will be holding second day Rosh Hashanah 
services at the home of Annette Turow (727 Roslyn 
Place, Evanston) on Friday, September 22 at 10:00 
a.m. This service will be less formal and more 
intimate than our regular High Holiday services and 
will be followed by a simple Kiddush. Please contact 
Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) 
with questions. We hope to see you there. 
 

High School Student 
Volunteers Needed 

 

If you are in high school and would like to help child-
sit during High Holiday morning services, please 
contact Rona Elder (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-
0687) and let her know your availability for each 
holiday. 
 

Student Readers Needed 
for Family Services 

 

We are looking for student volunteers to read during 
Family Services on both Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur. If you are interested, please contact Bibi Patt 
(847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org). 
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Yom Kippur Havdallah and Light Break Fast 
 

On Yom Kippur, our N’eelah (Concluding) service will end at 6:30 p.m. Immediately afterwards, we will have 
Havdallah and a little nosh to break the fast as a community. If you would like to help with the light break-fast, 
please contact Amy Acri (jacri3@comcast.net or 847-501-4813). 
 

Parking Instructions 
The Winnetka Congregational Church has a small parking lot (entrance on Prospect Ave on west side of church) 
that will hold 25 cars. These spaces have been reserved for older congregants and/or with disabilities and will be 
pre-assigned. There is a small circle-drive for drop-offs right next to the entrance, and ample street parking 
is available on residential streets immediately surrounding the church. When making your parking plans, 
please note that commercial and commuter parking lots in Winnetka are only available during our evening 
services. Carpools are recommended. Maps that indicate specific places where parking is available will be 
mailed with your tickets. 



  

Prayer Book Orders 
 

Since the Congregation does not own a 
supply of High Holiday prayer books, it is 
necessary for each congregation member to 
bring his or her own prayer book. Gates of 
Repentance: The New Union Prayer Book 
for the Days of Awe is available to order for 
$22. The books you order will be available in 
the lobby of Winnetka Congregational Church 
before services. They must be ordered in 
advance by using the ticket order form. 

Food Donations for the NT Food Pantry 
 

Continuing our congregation’s tradition, we will be 
distributing grocery bags at Rosh Hashanah services 
(September 20 and 21). Please fill them with non-perishable 
food items and practical paper goods and return them to the 
lobby of Winnetka Congregational Church on Erev Yom 
Kippur (September 29) or Yom Kippur Day (September 30) 
up to 1:30 p.m. Please contact Sara Kurensky and Kara 
Philoon (kurloon@sbcglobal.net or 847-251-1925) to 
volunteer with delivery to the New Trier Food Pantry on 
September 30. 
 

Selichot 
 

The Saturday evening prior to Rosh Hashanah (or two Saturday evenings prior if Rosh Hashanah begins on a 
Sunday) is the time to officially welcome the High Holiday season. We do so through communal study and the 
recitation of penitential prayers (known as selichot). This year, Selichot falls on Saturday, September 16. We 
will be meeting at the home of Barbara and Allen Anderson (849 Oak Drive, Glencoe) at 8:00 p.m. After 
schmoozing and Havdallah, we will have a study session. 
 

Following the program, we will hold a brief selichot service, hear the shofar blast for the first time, and finish the 
night with something sweet to nosh. Please RSVP to Barbara (847-242-9884 or caabaa@sbcglobal.net) and let 
her know if you can bring a dairy item, fruit, or baked-good without lard for the dessert table. Contact Rabbi 
Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. We hope to see you there.  
 

High Holiday Choir 
 

Enthusiastic singers are needed to join our dedicated core of volunteer congregation 
members for the High Holidays! To fill the sanctuary with sound, we are counting on 
several new members to join our forces. Our choir director, Ed Zelnis, is happy to 
help new members.  
 

If you are interested in singing with our High Holiday choir, please plan to attend the 
four remaining rehearsals: Tuesdays, September 5, 12, 19, and 26.  
 

All rehearsals take place from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the North Shore United 
Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe).  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Peggy Wise (847-446-2079 or 
pwise1401@gmail.com) or Jenny Patterson (jrpatterson1959@gmail.com or 312-
217-0724). Don’t hesitate for a minute – jump right in! 
 

Memorial List 
 

On Yom Kippur afternoon, the traditional Memorial Service (Yizkor) will be held. To be certain that appropriate 
members of your family are included on the memorial list, please send us their names on the ticket request 
form. Be sure to list all names even though you may have done so in past years. If any member of your family 
has died since last Yom Kippur, please enter the name(s) in the special section near the top of the form. Rabbi 
Elder will read these names during Yizkor (the Memorial Service) on Saturday, September 30, at 
approximately 5:30 p.m. 
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Calling all 
YOUNG 

Shofar Blowers 
 

Rabbi Elder would 
like some help 
blowing the tekiyah 
g’dolah at the Rosh 
Hashanah & Yom 
Kippur Family 
Services. If you 
would like to join him, 
please bring a shofar 
and be prepared to 
join in. 



 

Readers Needed for 
High Holiday Services 

 

Each year, members of the congregation enhance our 
High Holiday services in many ways. We would be 
honored if you would participate as a reader at this 
year’s services. If you would like a reading, please 
contact Rona at admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687. 
 

Maot Chitim 
 

Hakafa’s volunteer participation in the mitzvah of 
Maot Chitim (providing meals to Jewish families 
in need) is scheduled for Sunday, September 
10, from 12:45 to 1:45 p.m. at a warehouse 
located at 7100 N. McCormick Blvd in 
Lincolnwood, in preparation for the High 
Holidays. Join Hakafa members and others in the 
Chicago Jewish Community in packing boxes of 
food and other holiday necessities.  
 

In addition, volunteers are invited to deliver 
packed boxes to area Jewish homes on Sunday 
morning, September 17. Cars line up by 9:00 
a.m. to load up and receive addresses for 
deliveries.   
 

Please contact Carol Anne Been (847-309-3677 
or cabeen@comcast.net) if you are interested in 
participating.  
 

 

Please join your Hakafa  
friends and family on 

 
Thursday, September 21 

12:00-1:15 p.m.  
Winnetka Congregational Church 

 
for our annual 

Rosh Hashanah Reception 
 

All Hakafa members and their  
guests are invited to this annual  

reception on Rosh Hashanah afternoon 
in honor of the New Year 

 
Hosted by: 

 
Rabbi Bruce and Rona Elder 
& John and Gail Thomason 

 

Services at CJE SeniorLife’s 
Robineau House 

 

Hakafa will again provide High Holiday services 
for the residents of the Robineau House, a 
Council for Jewish Elderly (CJE) SeniorLife 
Residence (7550 N. Kostner Avenue, Skokie). 
The Robineau service will start at 12:25 p.m. on 
both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur and will 
last for approximately 40 minutes. Hakafa’s 
Family Services begin at 1:30 p.m. in order to 
accommodate those wishing to participate in 
both the Robineau and Family services. Contact 
Don Pollak (donpollak@me.com or 847-256-
7445) with questions. 
 

Rosh Hashanah Reception Volunteers Needed 
 

Volunteers are needed to:  
- Bring a plated, brunch-type item to share (coffee cake, muffins, fruit, cheese, etc.) or help cover the 

cost of bagel trays 
- Receive food items on Erev Rosh Hashanah (Wednesday 9/20 – 7:15-8:00 p.m.) or Rosh Hashanah 

morning (Thursday 9/21 – 9:15-10:00 a.m.) 
- Help with reception room set-up the in the morning (Thursday 9/21 - 8:30-10:00 a.m.) 
- Help during the reception (Thursday 9/21 – 12:00-1:15 p.m.) 
- Help clean-up after the reception – during the Family Service (Thursday 9/21 - 1:15 p.m.) 

 

To volunteer to help out, please sign up on your High Holiday Ticket Request Form, or go to: 
http://tinyurl.com/reception-volunteer 
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Prayer and Celebration 
 
 

Share Your Holidays 

 
On occasion, there are Hakafa members who 
would like to share holidays with fellow 
congregants and do not have the opportunity 
to do so.  
 
If you would like to host a fellow congregant 
for a holiday meal, or if you need or want a 
place to go for the holidays, please contact 
Sylvia Dresser (847-945-6095). 

 

Oneg Hosts Needed  
 
We are looking for hosts for Friday 
evening onegs this upcoming year. 
Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a wonderful 
way to help support Hakafa and is also a nice 
way to celebrate a bar/bat mitzvah, birthday, 
anniversary, or other special occasion with 
the congregation. Many people honor the 
memory of a loved one on his/her yahrzeit by 
hosting an oneg.  
 
If you would like to host an oneg, please 
contact our Volunteer Oneg Coordinator, 
Sally Nador (nadorsally@gmail.com or 847-
727-4357), to reserve a date or sign-up at 
this link: http://tinyurl.com/oneg-hosting 
 

Shabbat Morning Minyanim 
 
Please join us on Saturday, September 2 at 
the home of Leanne Star (314 Park 
Avenue, Wilmette) at 8:30 a.m. for our 
September Shabbat morning minyan. This 
hour-long service and study is a wonderful 
opportunity to enhance your celebration of 
Shabbat. People of all ages are encouraged 
and welcome to join us.  

 

Friday Night Services     
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at the 
Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the following 
evenings: 
  
Setember 1 Shabbat Ki Teitzei 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19 

Haftarah: Isaiah 54:1-10 
  
September 8 Shabbat Ki Tavo 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8 

Haftarah: Isaiah 60:1-22 
   
September 15 Shabbat Nitzavim – Vayeilech 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Deuteronomy 29:9-30:20 

Haftarah: Isaiah 61:10-63:9 
 
September 22 Shabbat Shuvah 
7:30 p.m. Parshat Haazinu 

Torah Portion:  Deuteronomy 32:1-52 
Haftarah: Hosea 14:2-10 

 
September 29 Erev Yom Kippur 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion:  Deuteronomy 29:9-14 

Haftarah: Isaiah 58:1-14 
 Note Location: Winnetka Congregational Church 

 

 
  
  

 
  

 
 

   

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

 Live Streaming of Services 
 
If you are unable to make it to our worhsip 
services, but would like to participate from 
your home, you may now live stream them 
through our website. Go to: hakafa.org and 
click on the listen now icon on the home page 
for instructions. You may also view archived 
events using the link.  
 
Please note: For optimal audio output, you 
must have the volume turned up on both your 
computer and on the live stream screen itself. 
 

Sunrise Minyan 
 
Are you an early riser? Are you looking for a different way to 
welcome both the morning sun and the High Holiday season? Join 
us (weather permitting) on Saturday morning, September 16 at 
5:45 a.m. at Elder Lane Beach (Sheridan Road at Elder Lane in 
Winnetka) as we gather at dawn to pray, sing, and watch the 
sunrise together. We will conclude by 6:30 a.m. when the sun rises.  

 

Shabbat in the Home: Hosts Needed for Nov. 3 
 
We are looking for hosts for this year’s Shabbat in the Home! 
Shabbat in the Home takes place one Friday evening each year. 
Fifteen or more Hakafa families host a potluck Shabbat dinner, and 
every congregation member is invited to dine and share the 
evening at one of the homes.  
 
But, it can only work if we get enough hosts. If you are willing to 
open up your home to other Hakafa members for a potluck dinner 
on Friday, November 3, 2017 please contact Debbie Fogel 
(curlyfogel@yahoo.com or 312-576-6775) or sign-up at this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/shabbat-in-the-home. We hope to get enough 
volunteer hosts and hope you will join us as we celebrate Shabbat, 
share a delicious meal, enjoy interesting conversation, meet new 
friends, and reconnect with old ones! 

mailto:nadorsally@gmail.com
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Invite New Members to Join Our Circle 
 

To keep our membership numbers steady, we need to bring in a few new 

members every year, since a few members move away every year.  

Most of our new members come to us when current members welcome them 

to join. You can help! 
 

 Invite any friends to our New and Prospective Member Information Session on 

Sunday afternoon, September 24 at the Takiff Center. 

 Bring a new family to visit Religious School any Sunday, including the first day of 

school, September 10. 

 Ask friends to attend a Sunday Adult Study session with you – sessions begin 

September 10. 

 For friends who would like to “try out” Hakafa by attending High Holiday services, 

suggest that they contact Jerry Friedman (gf4511@att.net or 847-272-6321). 

 Tell temple-shopping friends about Hakafa. Give them the link to our website and 

suggest that they look at our current newsletter, info for prospective members, and 

our 30th anniversary book. 

 Let others know how you’re involved in Hakafa. Those friends may tell other friends, 

who may be interested in being part of our educational programs, social justice efforts, 

and worship services. 

 

If you have other ideas about how to recruit new members, please contact Nancy Goodman 

(847-564-3273 or vicepresident@hakafa.org). 

 

 

mailto:gf4511@att.net
mailto:vicepresident@hakafa.org
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Member News 
 

Mazal Tov to: 
 
The Neems family on the birth of Alexandra Sloane to 
Rachel and Dave Pritzker  
 
Lisa and Jeff Rosenberg and family on the marriage of 
their son, Michael, to Michelle Dudra 
 
Gail and Jim Solotke and family on the marriage of their 
son, David, to Rachael Jimenez 
 
If you are having a simcha – a birth, wedding, or the like – 
please let us know (conghakafa@hakafa.org) so that we 
can share your joy with our congregational community. 
 
 
 

Chesed 
 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to reach out to 
one another. If you know of anyone in our 
congregation who is in crisis from an illness, death in 
the family, or personal stress, who could benefit from 
support, such as a visit, delivery and/or preparation of 
meals, or a ride to a health care appointment, please 
contact Ana Bensinger (anabensinger@att.net or 
847-926-3223) or Anita Goldberg 
(anitagoldberg@gmail.com or 847-432-8973).  
 

Kadima Event: Tour of Juried Group Art show: 

Far From the Front Lines 
 
Please join Hakafa’s Kadima group on Sunday, 
September 10 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the Evanston 
Art Center (1717 Central Street, Evanston) for a tour by 
Dorit Jordan Dotan of her curated group art show: Far 
From The Front Lines. 
 
This contemporary art exhibition includes 22 local artists 
(including Hakafa’s own Judith Joseph) who strongly feel 
that art is personal - that the personal is political, and the 
political is very personal. Artists who are Far From The 
Front Lines have created an opportunity for artful dialog 
beyond borders. The exhibition includes paintings, 
photography, calligraphy, installation, video, mixed media 
and new media. 
 
Please R.S.V.P. for this very interesting and educational 
event to Betsy Hersher (847-945-5974 
or HersherB@hersher.com). 
 
Dorit Jordan Dotan, multi-media artist, was born in Israel 
in 1961. She combines photography with innovative digital 
art and mixed media. Through her art, she expresses her 
views about political, social and cultural topics. She lives 
and works in Evanston, IL. She is a Fellow with the Jewish 
Art Salon - New York, and participates with the Artist’s Lab 
at Spertus, Chicago. Her work has been exhibited 
throughout the US and internationally, in Chicago, New 
York, Berlin, Toronto and Israel.  
 
 

 

Condolences to: 
 
Deborah and Mitch Brown on the loss of their 
granddaughter, Hazel Virginia Brown. 
 
David Levinson and family on the loss of his father, Daniel. 

 

Mazal Tov to the following B’nai Mitzvah: 
 

September 9 – Evan Hurst 
September 16 – Harrison Citow 
September 23 – Levi Goldberg 

September 23 – Jack Kriser 

 

Please Help Us in Welcoming Our  

New and Returning Members: 
 
Sabrina Bahir 
 
Deborah & David Belkin 
 
Marjorie & Chuck Beto and their children: Nicole, 
Rebecca, and Michael 
 
Audrey Gordon 
 
Cindy & Andrew Hamilton and their children: Riley, 
Madeline, and Sawyer 

 
 

 

Membership Renewal Forms 

 
The 2017-18 Membership Packets (including the 
Dues Pledge Form, Religious School Form, and 
Volunteer Information) were emailed at the end of 
July to all current and prospective members for the 
new fiscal year. They can also be found posted on 
the Hakafa website (www.hakafa.org). Those who do 
not have email were mailed hard copies.  
  
Please download, print, fill out the forms, and 
return them to the Hakafa office ASAP with full or 
initial payment. Please note that High Holiday 
tickets will not be provided until dues commitment 
forms have been received. 
  
If you know of someone interested in learning more 
about Hakafa, please contact the Hakafa office so 
that a packet of information can be mailed. Contact 
our Dues Treasurer, Heather Harris 
(dues@hakafa.org or 847-530-5135), with questions. 
 
 

mailto:anabensinger@att.net
mailto:anitagoldberg@gmail.com
mailto:HersherB@hersher.com
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Member News (continued) 
 

On Facebook 
 
Go to https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark and click "Like”. The Facebook page 
allows us to communicate with you. We use it to update you on information about the congregation, to give you 
announcements on events that are new and immediate to the calendar, and to show off a bit with pictures of some of 
the places we have been, the events we have had, and the people that we are.  
 

New and Prospective Member 

Information Session 
 
All members new to Hakafa over the past 
year and those interested in membership are 
invited to a New and Prospective Member 
Information Session on Sunday, 
September 24 at 12:10 p.m. at the Takiff 
Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe). You 
will have the opportunity to meet with other 
members, learn about all that Hakafa has to 
offer, and ask any and all pressing questions 
you have. Current members should feel free 
to bring friends or family who might want to 
join Hakafa.  
 
Please contact Nancy Goodman with 
questions (vicepresident@hakafa.org or 847-
564-3273). Hope to see you there!  

 

Taglit-Birthright Israel Winter 2017/18: FREE Trip Opportunity for 18-26 Year Olds 
 
Birthright Israel is an innovative partnership between the Government of Israel, private philanthropists, and thousands 
of donors and Jewish communities around the world, including North American Jewish Federations through the Jewish 
Federations of North America, the Jewish Agency for Israel, and Keren Hayesod. Since 1999, more than 500,000 
young adults from 60 countries have taken advantage of a Birthright Israel sponsored trip opportunity. 
 
Registration for the Winter 2017/18 Taglit-Birthright Israel trips will open on September 5! 
Winter trips are offered in December through April. 
If you are eligible for the Taglit-Birthright Israel program (Eligibility criteria are: Jewish and 18-26 years of age*), please 
contact Rona (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687) because she can put Hakafa members on a priority list with URJ 
Kesher or with Shorashim (see details below). 
Please contact Rona ASAP if you are interested. 
 

Birthright with URJ Kesher 
URJ Kesher is a part of the Reform Movement, and their Birthright trips are specially designed for participants 
who come from a Reform Jewish background. If you are interested in a Birthright trip with URJ Kesher, let 
Rona know and then sign up at www.gokesher.org!  
 
Birthright with Shorashim 
With Shorashim you experience Israel through the eyes of Israelis. Shorashim's vision is devoted to building 
bridges between Israeli and American Jews. On all Shorashim trips, Americans and Israelis travel, live, and 
learn side-by-side as they explore Israel together for all 10 days. If you are intersted in a Birthright trip with 
Shorashim, let Rona know and then sign up at www.israelwithisraelis.com!  
 

*As you may have heard, Birthright Israel changed their eligibility requirements. Those who have previously 
traveled on a teen peer travel program to Israel before turning 18, are now eligible for Birthright Israel. 
 

Film Group: Sholem Aleichem: Laughing in Darkness 
 
Join us when we screen Sholem Aleichem: Laughing in Darkness  
(2011) on Saturday, September 9 at 7:00 p.m. at our offices at the 
North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe).  
 
Much of the turmoil in our contemporary world arises from the clash 
between traditional cultures and modernity.  The most important 
chronicler of this transition in Jewish culture was the Yiddish writer 
Sholem Aleichem.  Perhaps surprisingly, the writer best known for 
his stories about Tevya the Dairyman, which later became the 
musical Fiddler on the Roof, was an astoundingly modern man. 
This documentary brings Sholem Aleichem’s work to life in a 
strikingly vivid and forceful way. 

Come for dinner at 6:00 p.m.  We will be ordering pizza from Little 
Red Hen, so please contact Carol (847-727-0029 or 
mcsolomon@comcast.net) by noon on the 9

th
 to R.S.V.P. for dinner 

($5 per person). Or, simply come for the movie at 7:00.  

Feel free to bring friends, family, a nosh! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark
mailto:president@hakafa.org
mailto:admin@hakafa.org
http://www.gokesher.org/
http://www.israelwithisraelis.com/
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Three Opportunities for Torah Study 
 
 
Wednesday Afternoon Torah Class: 
1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel 
Avenue, Glencoe) 
Please Note: Class will not meet on September 20. 
 
Tuesday Evening Torah Class:  
7:30 to 8:45 p.m.  
North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel 
Avenue, Glencoe) 
 
Weekly Parshanut 
Friday mornings, 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 
North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel 
Avenue, Glencoe) 
Please Note: Class will not meet on September 22 
and 29. 
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions 

Mishneh Torah  Class 
 
Our September sessions of Mishneh Torah (Jewish law) 
class will be held on Tuesdays, September 5 and 19 at 
10:00 a.m. at the home of Allison Blakley Davis and 
Kenneth Davis (2940 Moon Hill Drive, Northbrook). 
Come join us and Rabbi Elder to learn more about what 
Halacha has to say on almost every aspect of life. 
 

Member News (continued) 
 

Member News (continued) 
 

Adult Hebrew Class 
 
Our Adult Hebrew class continues to meet on 
Wednesdays from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the Hakafa 
offices at the North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). Please Note: Class will 
not meet on September 20.  
 
New participants and beginners are welcome to join in. 
Our wonderful instructor, Helen Melnick, is happy to 
catch up new students. Helen has been teaching 
Hebrew for twenty years at a variety of congregations 
across the North Shore.  
 
 

Hakafa Location Accessibility Guide  
 
The information provided below is designed to give general information about accessibility at the locations where we hold services, 
classes, programs, and events. For specific questions, please contact our office (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687) or the actual 
location. 

 A Just Harvest (http://www.ajustharvest.org/): Accessible building with street parking. 

 Anderson Household (caabaa@sbcglobal.net): Ranch house with no steps. Two cats present. 

 Davis Household (ablakleydavis@gmail.com): Ranch House with no steps. Dogs and cats present. 

 Elder Lane Beach Accessible beach access. There is a driveway that leads down to a patio with accessible 
parking. From there, there is an accessible walking ramp down to the beach. 

 North Shore United Methodist Church (http://nsumcglencoe.org/): No steps into the building; two-step 
stairway inside building (ramp available); elevator available (with help for the door) to second floor. 

 Office of Brad Reiff (breiff@compasslexecon.com): 13
th
 floor of accessible building. 

 Robertson Household (mrobertson595@gmail.com): No steps into the house. 

 Star Household (l-star@northwestern.edu): Two, short steps into an accessible main floor. Two dogs present. 

 Takiff Center (http://www.glencoeparkdistrict.com/Facilities/Takiff-Center): Accessible building; programs that 
take place on the second floor accessible by elevator – a short walk on the second level to classrooms.  

 Winnetka Community House (http://www.winnetkacommunityhouse.org/): Ramp into building. 

 Youngerman/Aronson Household (naomi.aronson@bcbsa.com or daaronyoun@gmail.com): 8
th
 floor of 

accessible building. 
 

Accessibility at Hakafa 
 

If you become aware of any accessibility issues within the congregation, we hope you will share them with us by 
speaking confidentially with one of our Chesed Committee Chairs, Ana Bensinger (anabensinger@att.net or 847-926-
3223) or Anita Goldberg (anitagoldberg@gmail.com or 847-432-8973). We thank you for your help in making our 
congregation welcoming and accessible to all. 
 

Adult Education 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:admin@hakafa.org
http://www.ajustharvest.org/
mailto:caabaa@sbcglobal.net
mailto:daaronyoun@gmail.com
mailto:anabensinger@att.net
mailto:anitagoldberg@gmail.com
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One Congregation, One Book 

 
Join us on Sunday morning, November 5, at 10:35 a.m. at the 
Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) as we discuss 
Judas, the latest novel from the great Israeli writer, Amos Oz. 
The story is set in Jerusalem, 1959. Shmuel Ash, a biblical 
scholar, is adrift in his young life when he finds work as a 
caregiver for a brilliant but cantankerous old man named 
Gershom Wald. There is, however, a third, mysterious presence 
in his new home. Atalia Abravanel, the daughter of a deceased 
Zionist leader, a beautiful woman in her forties, entrances young 
Shmuel even as she keeps him at a distance. Piece by piece, the 
old Jerusalem stone house, haunted by tragic history and now 
home to the three misfits and their intricate relationship, reveals 
its secrets. Everyone is welcome at our discussion, whether or not 
you have read the book.  

 

Hebrew Circle 
 
If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners 
welcome!) looking to practice your Hebrew with 
other Hebrew speaking Hakafa members, 
please join us on Tuesday, September 12 at 
noon at the office of Brad Reiff (332 S. 
Michigan Avenue, 13

th
 floor, Chicago) for an 

hour of lunch and conversation – all in Hebrew!  
 

Adult Education (continued) 
 

Midrash Class 

 

Join us on Friday mornings at 10:30 a.m. at the North Shore 
United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) to 
study midrash. Midrash is the creative, interpretative process of 
the rabbis over generations. Through midrash, we see how the 
rabbis saw the text of the Bible - its lessons, it messages, its 
practical applications, and its relevance to them throughout time. 
Through the study of midrash, we will see how much of our 
understanding of the biblical text has been influenced by theirs. 
Please Note: Class will not meet on September 22 and 29. 
 

Lunch and Learn in the Loop  
 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take place at 
noon on Thursday, September 7 at the home 
of David Youngerman and Naomi Aronson 
(360 E. Randolph Street #808, Chicago). Bring 
your own lunch and join us for a lively 
conversation. New participants are always 
welcome.  
 

Nosh and Know on the North Shore:  
 
 “Nosh & Know on the North Shore” will take 
place on Thursday, September 14 at 9:00 
a.m. at the home of Cookie Robertson (211 
Dennis Lane, Glencoe). Join us for a lively 
conversation with Rabbi Elder! New participants 
are always welcome.  
 

Sunday Morning Adult Education 

 
We are excited to announce this year’s Sunday morning adult education line-up. This year, we will offer two, sometimes 
three, concurrent opportunities at the Takiff Center at 10:35 a.m. Once again, coffee and nosh will be available 
beforehand beginning at 10:10 a.m.  
  

1) Traditional study, led by both congregational and community scholars, will delve into a variety of topics of 
special interest and expertise. 
 

2) Discussions of Jewish interest and concern will be led by Rabbi Elder, local experts, and congregation members 
and will focus on three general topics:  
 

a) Jewish Unity - Questions to be addressed include: Does Jewish unity exist? Should it? How do Jews 
from various religious, political, and social realities view one another? What will this mean for the Jewish 
community in years to come? 
 

b) Social Justice in the current political climate – Questions include: Racism in the Jewish community – 
what is our role in it? What is the history of Jews in the Labor Movement? Do we Jews have a special 
responsibility to address immigration injustices and refugee rights? 

 
c) Issues impacting our personal lives – Topics will include: Jewish Mindfulness; How to ParentTeens: 

lessons from a Jewish Mother; Caring for an aging parent; and, Supporting a transgender child. 

 
Our September schedule can be found on the next page. 
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Education: September Schedule 
10:35 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 

 
September 10:  
 
Discussion: "Between Self-Defense and Colonialist Oppression: Appraising Israel's Occupation of the West 
Bank." With Prof. Sam Fleischacker 
Prof. Fleischacker will discuss the different justifications given for Israel's occupation of the West Bank, and the difficulty 
many Israelis feel about how to judge that occupation.  
 
Samuel Fleischacker is a Professor of Philosophy at UIC. He studied at Yale University, receiving his Ph.D. in 1989. He works in 
moral and political philosophy, the history of philosophy, aesthetics and the philosophy of religion. Among the issues that have 
particularly interested him are the moral status of culture, the nature and history of liberalism, and the relationship between moral 
and other values (aesthetic values, religious values, political values). Prof. Fleischacker is the author of numerous books and has 
been a Fellow of the Center for Advanced Studies in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford, the Institute for Advanced Study in the 
Humanities at Edinburgh University, and the University Center for Human Values at Princeton. 
 
September 17: 
 
Study:  Does Our Faith Lead Us to Ultimately Transcend Religious Particularism? with Rev. Mitchell Brown. 
Rev. Brown will discuss the idea that liberal Judaism and liberal Protestantism need each other and that a new religious 
idea is necessary. 
 
Mitchell Brown is the pastor of the Evanston Mennonite Church and an expert on the theology and history of early Christianity and 
how it emerged out of Judaism.  

 
Discussion: Has the Wall become a wall between us? with Rabbi Elder 
Rabbi Elder will lead a discussion on the dispute at the Kotel (Western Wall) in Jerusalem and its impact on the future 

of religious pluralism in both Israel and the United States. 

September 24: 
 
Study: Does it Really Matter When I Recite The Shema? Rereading Mishnah Brachot with Rabbi Michael 
Balinsky. The Shema, the most well known piece of Jewish Liturgy, has specific, seemingly arcane rules in the 
tradition when it can be recited. How can these rules help us understand what we think we are doing when we recite the 
Shema? How can an eighteen hundred – year – old text shape a modern religious consciousness? 
 
Rabbi Michael Balinsky is the Executive Vice President of the Chicago Board of Rabbis, an organization representing two hundred 
rabbis of all denominations.  He is a member of the Jewish Catholic Scholars Dialogue in Chicago, the Board of the Parliament of the 
World Religions, serves on the executive of the Council of Religious leaders of Metropolitan Chicago and is on the advisory board of 
the Bernadin Center at Catholic Theological Union. He is also an active participant in a number of Jewish, Christian and Moslem 
interfaith initiatives. Rabbi Balinsky was a Hillel director for twenty-two years, over nineteen of those as the director of the Louis and 
Saerree Fiedler Hillel Center at Northwestern University, after two and a half years as the Associate Director of Hillel at the 
University of Michigan. 

 
Discussion: SHAL-OMMMMMM: A Practical Introduction to Jewish Mindfulness with Sabrina Bahir   
What’s so Jewish about meditation? Is mindfulness just a millennial buzzword? How can I develop a daily practice? 
These are just a few questions we will explore in this mini-mindfulness course. This course will introduce basic 
meditation practices from our tradition as well as aid learners in developing a personal practice, and introduce the 
concept of every mindfulness in a safe space. No knowledge of Hebrew, time meditating with monks on a mountain, or 
ability to fold yourself up into a pretzel required.  

 
Born in Los Angeles, Sabrina Bahir attended UC Santa Barbara for her undergraduate studies, then moved to New York where she 
spearheaded initiatives in housing for homeless older adults. She then moved to Israel where, while taking classes and doing 
volunteer work, she served as an ambassador to Ukraine in order to visit re-emerging Jewish communities. Sabrina received an MA 
in Jewish Education at Hebrew Union College in Los Angeles and held a variety of teacher-oriented positions before moving to 
Taiwan to teach and co-direct at a 5000-student school. While there, she also served as an interfaith representative to the Dharma 
Drum Mountain Buddhist Association.  Currently, Sabrina is the COO and co-owner of Global School Access, a foreign study 
agency. She recently became a member of Hakafa. 

 

Rabbi Michael Balinsky is the Executive Vice President of the Chicago Board of Rabbis. He is a long time teacher of 
Jewish adults in Chicago. He was a Hillel director for 22 years and also worked for the Melton Adult School. 
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Note from the Director of Education 
 

Welcome back! We have been diligently preparing for this new school year, 

and we are so excited to get started with the well-rounded Jewish 

educational experience that we offer at Hakafa. Our teachers have 

wonderful lessons planned, and the students will again take exciting field trips 

and participate in dynamic chugim (specialty cultural workshops). We have 

also brought back our creative Family Education Days so we can all learn together! Our Hebrew program 

will now provide tutor-based learning for our 5th and 6th graders, and we will continue to help build a 

wonderful foundation of Hebrew for our 3rd and 4th graders. All around, this promises to be an exciting 

year of Jewish learning, community building, and, of course, fun for our students and families! 
 

Our school year begins with Hebrew School on Tuesday, September 5. Our Religious School begins on 

Sunday, September 10. On September 10 - our first day of Religious School - we will be having a special, 

first-day Family Education Day. Please plan to spend the entire day at Religious School for family 

programming and a chance to meet your child's teacher. See more details below.  
 

In addition, our High Holidays are quickly approaching. I am looking for any students who would like to be 

readers at our Family Service on both Rosh Hashana (September 21) and Yom Kippur (September 30). 

Please email me ASAP at education@hakafa.org if your child is interested. 
 

We are so happy and eager to see you as we begin our new school year. If you have any questions, please 

feel free to contact me. Wishing you all a Shana Tovah U'Metukah(a good and sweet year)! 
 

             L’shalom, Bibi 

 

 

 

     Special Kick-Off Family Education Day 

                 Planned for Opening Day! 
 

All parents of students in grades K-8 should plan to 

attend Religious School with your children on the first 

day of class, Sunday, September 10. Our faculty has 

planned a special morning that will include ...  

 

� a cross-generational, interactive educational program for the 

whole family planned to kick-off our school year in a fun way. 

� a short visit to your child/ren’s class/es to meet their teachers, 

hear about their background, and learn about the curriculum 

and plans for the year. 

� a First Day Kick-Off Treat for everyone! 

 

Family Education Days are designed to provide our students and 

their families with creative, intensive, and experiential Jewish 

learning on a specific topic.  

 

We look forward to sharing this fun morning with all 

of our Religious School families! 
 

 
 

If you have not yet completed and 

sent in your School Registration 

Form and payment, please do so as 

soon as possible so that we can 

better prepare for the start of the 

school year. Thank you! 

Sunday Bagel 

Volunteers Needed  
 
If you are able to help out with 

bagels on a Sunday or two, please 

go to: http://tinyurl.com/bagels-

on-sunday or contact Jennifer 

Braun (jenniferwbraun1@icloud.com 

or 847-220-1694). 
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Refugee Sponsorship Update 
 
It has been a busy summer for our six refugee families! The Ross-Lambert family recently visited the Musas, who 
moved to Rockford earlier in the summer. The father, Renovat, is already working, and the children are registered for 
school, including the youngest, Carennia, who will start school for the first time. They all love their new house. 
 
Selam, who arrived from Eritrea with her husband, Henok, in November, is starting her first job at Blaze Pizza in 
Evanston. Their daughter, and American citizen, Efrata, just turned 5 months. She is adorable! Henok and Selam 
continue to be close to their "Hakafa family," (as Henok calls them): Debbie & Becca Charen, Anita Goldberg, Lisa 
Rosenberg, Sara & Mitch Hoffman, and Gerri & Steve Keen. 
 
Boumtje, who is from Cameroon, started a job a few weeks ago with the Midtown Athletic Club. Boumtje arrived without 
any family and initially spoke no English. His English is progressing quickly, and he is less lonely since being adopted 
by Hakafa members David Joel, Sylvia Dresser, and Anita Gerber. 
 
Maryam, an Afghani, came to the U.S. with her two grown sons in December. She spoke no English and was hesitant 
to leave her apartment alone. She is now taking the train alone to take English classes at Refugee One. Her son, 
Mustafa, who lives with her, just turned 22. He continues to work on his GED and is working at the new ACE Hotel in 
the West Loop. They have been assisted in their adjustment by Hakafa members Mike Yellen & Audrey Pam, Henry 
Feldman, Sara Kurensky, and Monique Parsons. 
 
Rosie and her husband, Reza, arrived with Maryam and Mustafa, Reza's mother and brother. Thanks to the efforts of 
Hakafa members Marci & Mitch Cohen, Sherri & Jeff Rosenberg, Jennifer Braun, and Beth McCullough, their four year 
old twins are registered for school for the first time; their older son, Zolfeghar, is looking forward to returning to school. 
Reza is working long hours at the Waldorf Astoria. Reza already has his driver's license and bought a used car. 
 
Hakafa member Janet Lubetkin recently began working with a new family from the Congo, Tchadrak and Florentine. 
We are partnering with Congregation Lakeside to help this couple who arrived in June. 
 
The families are all thankful for the support of the Congregation and their new friends. 

 

Composting 
 
Drop-off of your fruit and veggie 
scraps for compost will continue 
through September. The drop-off box 
is located just outside the front gate of 
Glencoe Community Garden It is open 
on Sundays from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 
a.m. For more information, 
contact Barbara Miller 
(barbarasmiller01@yahoo.com). 

Social Action 
 

Dance for Selah Freedom 

 
WERQ is a wildly addictive dance fitness class based on pop and hip hop 
music! Join us on Sunday, September 10 from 3:00 to 4:20 p.m. at the 
Northbrook JCC – Lustbader Center (300 Revere Drive, Northbrook) 
to dance and do good at the same time! The registration fee is $20 in 
advance or $25 at the door (cash only). ALL proceeds from this event will 
benefit Selah Freedom's home for trafficked women in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin. For more information contact Beth Gordon 
(bbgordon1@gmail.com or 914-329-4696). To register, go to: 
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/selfrein/event/784730/. 
 

 
 
 

 

“Taking Action” Website Page 
 

Let Hakafa support, facilitate, and 
empower you to make your voice heard 
at the federal, state, and local levels! 
Visit the new “Taking Action” website 
page on Hakafa’s website 
(www.hakafa.org/justice/taking-
action) for weekly positive actions that 
you may wish to take at the local, state, 
and federal level. 

 

Volunteers Needed at A Just Harvest 
 
Hakafa is committed to providing and serving food at A Just Harvest on 
the second Sunday of every month. The kitchen is located on the far 
north side of Chicago, and each month four families from Hakafa share 
this meaningful experience. The volunteer roster for the upcoming 
year is ready for volunteers to fill it. Even if you won’t be available to 
serve at the kitchen, you can participate by purchasing food or simply by 
contributing financially, a critical need. If you would like to help, visit the 
following link to sign-up OR contact Monique Parsons (312-420-1248 / 
monique.parsons@gmail.com): http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest 
 

 

mailto:barbarasmiller01@yahoo.com
mailto:bbgordon1@gmail.com
http://www.hakafa.org/justice/taking-action
http://www.hakafa.org/justice/taking-action
mailto:312-420-1248%20/%20monique.parsons@gmail.com
mailto:312-420-1248%20/%20monique.parsons@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      
     
 
 
 
 

  

     
   

1 
9:15 am  
Weekly Parshanut (NSUMC)  
  
10:30 am  
Midrash Class (NSUMC)  
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

2   
 
8:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Leanne Star) 
 

 

3 
 

4       Labor Day 5 
10:00 am 
Mishneh Torah (Blakley/Davis Home) 
 
4:15 -6:00 pm 
First Day of Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 pm 
High Holiday Choir Rehearsal (NSUMC) 
 
7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

6  
 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
4:30 pm 
Adult Hebrew Class (NSUMC) 

 
 

7 
 
 
 
12:00 pm 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 
(Home of David Youngerman 
& Naomi Aronson) 

8     
 
9:15 am  
Weekly Parshanut (NSUMC)  
  
10:30 am  
Midrash Class (NSUMC)  
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Evan Hurst 
 
7:00 pm 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

10    
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
First Day of Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm – Adult Ed (TC) 
     -Study with Prof. Sam Fleischacker 
 

12:45-1:45 pm 
Maot Chitim Packing Day 
 

2:00-4:00 pm 
Tour of Far From The Front Lines 
Art Show (Evanston Art Center) 
 

3:00-4:20 pm 
Dance for Selah Freedom (Northbrook JCC) 

11    
 

 
 

12      
 
12:00 pm  
Hebrew Circle 
(Office of Brad Reiff) 
 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 pm 
High Holiday Choir Rehearsal (NSUMC) 
 
7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

13      
 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
4:30 pm 
Adult Hebrew Class (NSUMC) 

14             
 
9:00 am 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 

15     Newsletter Articles Due   
 

 
9:15 am  
Weekly Parshanut (NSUMC)  
  
10:30 am  
Midrash Class (NSUMC)  
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

16   
High School Program Kick-Off 

                       All-Day Retreat 
5:45 am 
Sunrise Minyan  
(Elder Lane Beach, Winnetka) 
 
 
Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Harrison Citow 
 
8:00 pm 
Selichot Program and Service 
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson) 

17     
 

Maot Chitim Delivery Day 
 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:35 am-12:00 pm – Adult Ed (TC) 
     -Study with Rev. Mitchell Brown 
     -Discussion: Has the Wall become a wall  
                          between us? with Rabbi  
                          Elder 

18      
 
 
 
 
 

19          
 

10:00 am 
Mishneh Torah (Blakley/Davis Home) 
 
4:15 -6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 pm 
High Holiday Choir Rehearsal (NSUMC) 
 
7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

20        
 

 
 
 
 
 

Erev Rosh Hashanah 

21 
 

Rosh Hashanah 

22       Second Day of 

Rosh Hashanah 
 

 
10:00 a.m. 
Second Day Rosh Hashanah Service 
(Home of Annette Turow) 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

23  Shabbat Shuvah 

 
 
 
Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Levi Goldberg 
 
 
Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Jack Kriser 

 

24    

9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:35 am-12:00 pm – Adult Ed (TC) 
     -Study with Rabbi Michael Balinsky 
     -Discussion: SHAL-OMMMMMM: A  
                      Practical Introduction to  
                     Jewish Mindfulness with  
                     Sabrina Bahir  
 
12:10 pm 
New and Prospective Member  
Info Session (TC) 

25       26       
 
 
 
4:15 -6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 pm 
High Holiday Choir Rehearsal (NSUMC) 
 
7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

27     
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
4:30 pm 
Adult Hebrew Class (NSUMC) 

28 29 
 
 

 
Erev Yom Kippur 

30 
 

 
Yom Kippur 

High Holiday Ticket 
Request Forms Due 

September 5 

 

 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
John Thomason..………………………………………….…………….President 

Nancy Goodman……………………...…………...………………Vice President 

David Saef ……...…………………………………….….....Operations Treasurer 

Heather Harris....………………………………..…...…………Dues Treasurer 

Greg Braun.....……………………………………...……………….….Secretary 

Scott Lowtwait & Sy Rothstein….....……...………….......Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 
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