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Congregation Hakafa Newsletter 
October 2022 

Tishrei/Cheshvan 5783 
 

Bruce Elder, Rabbi                                                             Robert J. Marx z”l, Founding Rabbi 

On occasion, we run reflections that our founding rabbi, Rabbi Marx (z"l), wrote over his many years at Hakafa. We want his memory and 
legacy to be living parts of our community, and we want to be able to contemplate his words every so often. This reflection comes from the 
September 2000 Circle: 

To the Victor Belong… 

 

 Here’s the difference between political life and religious life. Politics asks, “What do the people 

want?” Religion asks, “What does God want?” Never mind that you may be uncomfortable with the word 

God. Read right. Read truth. What does righteousness demand? What does truth expect? The word God is 

always more than the word God. Paradoxically, God is often called “the Word.” In reality, any word is 

limitation. 

 Politics asks, “What do the polls show?” Politics is invariably utilitarian. Is it useful? An example: 

“Joseph Lieberman was nominated as Al Gore’s running mate in order to counteract charges of presidential 

immorality.” Or, “Joseph Lieberman was chosen because he can help gain a victory in the sate of 

Connecticut.” That is politics. But, “Joseph Lieberman was chosen because he is an effective leader and a 

righteous person.” That is religion. “What does the Lord require of thee?” That is religion. 

 The lesson we should have learned by now is that saints do not make good politicians, and 

politicians are seldom saints. 

 The world of politics is concerned with winning. The world of religion is reconciled with losing. 

The political champion uses things – uses friends, uses money, uses power. The man or woman of faith loses 

things – loses wealth, loses prestige, even loses friends. Loneliness is no stranger to the religious spirit. “Out 

of the depths have I called unto thee, O God.” 

 The political leader climbs on the backs of friends. The political leader uses friends and is used by 

them. When the politician’s power evaporates, so often those friends disappear. The politician survives only 

by constant self-reinvention. The religious leader enters the “valley of the shadow” and survives by an act of 

rediscovery, an act of faith. The religious leader is a whole person and feels no need for self-reinvention. 

Here, the goal is “atonement” – at-one-ment. 

 That is not to imply that the religious life is necessarily more virtuous than the political life. 

Religion has its fault lines. In the name of piety the righteous all too often become the self-righteous – with 

he emphasis on “self.” How can I be saved? Or more cloying: How can I deliver you from your mistakes? 

The question that needs to be asked is a different one. How can I save the world or my part of it? Not 

through self-righteousness, but by giving myself to the other. 

 We have entered into the season of politics. We are entering the Days of Awe. Our world requires 

both a political vision and a religious one. How do we get things done? That is the political question. What 

is it that should be done? That is the religious question. Politics and religion – may we not be too cynical 

about the former nor too self-righteous about the latter. May we ask the right questions, and with the help of 

God, find the right answers. 

 

Robert J. Marx  

September 2000 

 

 

 

D’varim 
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Services, classes, and events listed in this month’s newsletter as being “in-person” might be changed to “via Zoom only” should the 
COVID metrics indicate the need to switch. Please check the weekly email and Hakafa website for any last-minute changes.  
 
Please note these updated COVID-19 protocols adopted at the Congregegation Annual Meeting on May 15, 2022: 

 
Everyone age 5 and older must be fully up-to-date on their COVID-19 vaccination to attend in-person 
services/classes/events. Hakafa’s vaccination requirement is the CDC’s definition of “up to date” on COVID-19 vaccination. This 
means that an individual must have the full initial vaccination (one dose of J&J or two doses of Pfizer or Moderna) and one booster. 
 
Hakafa is now mask optional for indoor and outdoor events, including Friday Evening Shabbat Services.  

 Specific Hakafa groups/classes may require additional COVID mitigation efforts as decided by that group and its leaders.  

 For any events that are hosted at a member’s home, that member can establish the COVID mitigation rules for attendance 
(but at a minimum everyone must be fully vaccinated as described above).  

 Service officiants, Hakafa’s President, the Task Force chair, and/or Rona (individually or collectively) are authorized to make 
changes as necessary for a specific Service or event.   

 
 

Important Information for In-Person Gatherings 
 

Shabbat Morning Minyan  
Zoom Meeting ID: 847  8216  0504 

 
Please join us on Saturday, October 1 at 9:00 
a.m. for this hour-long service and study. Our 
service will be held outdoors at the home of 
Barbara and Allen Anderson (849 Oak Drive, 
Glencoe).  
 
And, join us on Saturday, October 15 at 9:00 
a.m. outdoors in the Elder Family’s Sukkah 
(333 Green Bay Road, Highland Park).  
 
The service will also be accessible via Zoom for those who 
are not able to participate in-person. If the weather is bad, 
we will meet in the Anderson’s garage.  
 
Our Shabbat Morning Minyan is a wonderful opportunity to 
enhance your celebration of Shabbat. People of all ages are 
encouraged and welcome to attend. 
 

 

Prayer and Celebration 
 

Friday Evening Services  
Zoom Meeting ID: 292 137 266 

 
All are invited to join us for our weekly Friday Evening Kabbalat Shabbat Service. 
All services take place in Room 101 at the Winnetka Community House (620 
Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) AND via Zoom (Meeting ID: 292 137 266) except for 
the last Friday of each month which takes place via Zoom only (not in-person).   

 
October 7  Shabbat Haazinu 
7:30 p.m.  Torah Portion: Deuteronomy 32:1-52  

Haftarah: II Samuel 22:1-51 
Shabbat Service in-person and via Zoom 

 
October 14 Shabbat Chol HaMo-eid Sukkot 
7:30 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Exodus 33:12-34:26 

Haftarah: Ezekiel 38:18-39:7 
Shabbat Service in-person and via Zoom 

 
October 21 Shabbat B’reishit 
7:30 p.m.      Torah Portion: Genesis1:1-6:8 

Haftarah: Isaiah 42:5-43:10 
Shabbat Service in-person and via Zoom 

 
October 28 Shabbat Noach 
7:30 p.m.      Torah Portion: Genesis 6:9-11:32 

Haftarah: Isaiah 54:1-55:5 
Shabbat Service via Zoom Only  

 
 

 
 

  
  

 

  
  

 

Shabbat Shechina:  
Drag Queen Story Hour 

 
Please join us outdoors and in-person 
on Saturday, October 15 at 11:00 a.m. for a 
morning of Shabbat stories and songs led by a 
special guest from Drag Queen Story Hour! This 
program is aimed at children ages 0-8 and their 
caregivers, but families of all ages are 
welcome. Please email tayalim@hakafa.org 
with questions and to learn of the location.  
 
Drag Queen Story Hour celebrates reading through the 
glamorous art of drag. Drag Queen Story Hour helps 
children develop empathy, learn about gender diversity 
and difference, and tap into their own creativity. It can also 
be life-changing and ultimately lifesaving for LGBTQ kids 
and teens, kids with LGBTQ parents or family members, 
and anyone who feels different because of their identity or 
interests or who may not otherwise see themselves 
reflected in the broader culture.   

 

Friday Evening Oneg Hosting 
 

Hosting a Friday evening Oneg Shabbat is a wonderful way to 
honor the memory of a loved one on his/her yahrzeit or to 
celebrate a b’nai mitzvah, birthday, anniversary, or other special 
occasion with the congregation. Volunteers are needed to host 
our weekly Onegs! Go to the following link for all of the details 
needed to host:  
www.tinyurl.com/HakafaOnegInstructions 
 
To volunteer to host, sign up online at this link 
(http://tinyurl.com/oneg-hosting) or by contacting Gayle 
Inbinder (oneg@hakafa.org or 847-951-0380) and Jill 
Mihailovic-Sternberg (oneg@hakafa.org or 773-710-4436).  
 
 
 

http://www.tinyurl.com/HakafaOnegInstructions


 

  
  

Donations for the New Trier Food Pantry  
 

Don't forget to bring your grocery bags filled with donations for the New Trier Food Pantry to 
the lobby of Winnetka Congregational Church on Erev Yom Kippur (October 4) or Yom Kippur 
Day (October 5). We will load bags into cars and deliver them immediately following the Yom 
Kippur Family Service, around 2:30 p.m.  
 

Volunteers are needed to help with delivery to the New Trier Food Pantry on October 5. If you are able to help 
and have not already signed up on your High Holiday ticket request form, please contact Danielle Wylie 
(dmwylie@sbcglobal.net/312-502-3264) or Laura Glick (lauraglick@gmail.com/847-644-8746).  

 

 
Student Readers 

Needed 
  

We are looking for student 
volunteers to read during 
Family Services on Yom 
Kippur. If your child is 
interested, please contact 
Bibi Patt (847-650-7720 or 
education@hakafa.org). 

 

 
 

Yom Kippur 
Study Sessions 

 

On Yom Kippur day, 
two in-person Study 
Sessions, one led by 
Jonah Orlofsky and 
one led by Anna 
Calamaro, revolving 
around themes of the 
High Holidays are 
scheduled for those 
who want to 
participate. They 
will also be 
accessible via Zoom. 

 

 
 

Yom Kippur Havdallah 
and Light To-Go Break Fast 

 

On Yom Kippur, our N’eelah 
(Concluding) service will end at 6:30 
p.m.   Immediately  afterwards,   we  will  

have Havdallah and provide a little to-go nosh to break 
the fast as a community. If you would like to help with 
the light to-go break-fast, please contact Amy Acri 
(847-501-4813 or jacri3@comcast.net) or Missy Rose-
Epstein (847-814-2856 or missyepstein@att.net). 

 

 

Contemplative 
Music for 
Reflection 

 

For those who will 
be with us in-person 
on Yom Kippur day, 
join us at 2:30 p.m. to 
spend an hour in 
quiet reflection 
while listening to 
contemplative music 
in a comfortable 
space. 
 

 

Yom Kippur Service Schedule  
 
Erev Yom Kippur 
Tuesday, October 4, 7:30 p.m. Kol Nidre Service  
In-Person and via Livestream 

 

Yom Kippur Day 
Wednesday, October 5 

8:15 a.m.   Supplemental Service (In-Person and via Zoom) 
 

10:00 a.m. Morning Service (In-Person and via Livestream) 
 

12:15 p.m.   Study Session I with Jonah Orlofsky (In-Person and via Zoom) 
    

1:30 p.m.     Children’s/Family Service (Outdoors/In-Person)  
 

2:30 p.m. Contemplative Music for Reflection (In-Person) 
 

3:30 p.m.    Study Session II with Anna Calamaro (In-Person and via Zoom) 
      

4:45 p.m.    Afternoon Service (In-Person and via Livestream) 
      

5:45 p.m.    Yizkor/Memorial Service (In-Person and via Livestream)  
 

6:10 p.m.     N’eelah / Concluding Service (In-Person and via Livestream) 
         

6:30 p.m.    Havdallah and Light To-Go Break Fast (In-Person and via Livestream) 
 

YOM KIPPUR 5783 



 

 

        
 

Prayer Books 
 

Again this year, we will be using special prayer books created by Hakafa for our High Holiday services. Copies will be 
provided for those attending in-person. Links to download copies for those participating remotely can be found on 
the Hakafa website and will be emailed out the week before Yom Kippur. 

               

Important Yom Kippur Service Information and COVID Protocols 
 

 

In-Person Yom Kippur Services: 
• Services will be held at the Winnetka Congregational Church (725 Pine Street), located east of Green Bay Road, west 

of Sheridan Road, and right around the corner from the Winnetka Community House.  
• Per the Congregation’s vote at the May 2022 meeting, in order to attend in-person High Holiday services, everyone 

must be symptom-free, and everyone age 5 and older must have all doses in the primary series (one dose of J&J or 
two doses of Pfizer or Moderna) and one booster. (It is highly recommended that people over the age of 50 have a second 
booster, and that children ages 6 months to 5 years be vaccinated.) 

• Masks will be optional, but there will be a designated mask-required section at all services that take place indoors 
at the Winnetka Congregational Church.   

o The mask-required section will be physically separated from the mask-optional section to the extent possible.  
o There are separate tickets for the “Mask-Required” and “Mask Optional” sections. 
o All who sit in the mask-required section are asked to wear KN95 or N95 masks & will be expected keep their 

masks on at all times, covering their noses/mouths, while in the section. KN95 masks will be provided for those who need.. 
o Those who prefer to sit in the mask-required section should indicate so on their ticket request form. 

• Tickets are required for all in-person services (except Family Services, the Second-Day Rosh Hashanah Service, and the 
Yom Kippur Afternoon/Yizkor/N’eelah/Havdallah Services)  

o The ushers have been instructed to only admit those individuals who have their tickets in hand or who are 
personally known to the ushers to be current members. 
 

Online High Holiday Services: 
• We will broadcast via livestream and record every in-person main service (except Family Services) so that our members, 

their families, friends, and guests who are unable to join us in-person can have a meaningful worship experience.   

• The video, sound, and broadcast of all livestreamed services are being handled by an outside, professional firm.  
• Livestream service link information will be provided the week before Yom Kippur. 
 

Children’s/Family Services: 
• Our Family Services are open to everyone but are especially suitable for children and their families. Tickets are NOT 

required. Please feel free to bring friends, and please make sure they are in compliance with our vaccination and masking 
protocols. 

• Family Services will be held OUTDOORS on the front lawn of the Winnetka Congregational Church at 1:30 p.m. on 
Yom Kippur.  

o Please bring lawn chairs and/or blankets for your family. 
o Our outdoor service will be mask-optional.  
o Should the weather not cooperate, we will move the service indoors. Masks will be optional indoors, but there 

will be a designated mask-required section as described above.  
• Per the Congregation’s vote at the May 2022 meeting, in order to attend in-person High Holiday services, everyone 

must be symptom-free, and everyone age 5 and older must have all doses in the primary series (one dose of J&J or 
two doses of Pfizer or Moderna) and one booster. (It is highly recommended that people over the age of 50 have a second 
booster, and that children ages 6 months to 5 years be vaccinated.) 

YOM KIPPUR 5783, cont. 



 

 

  

Simchat Torah Celebration 
 

Sunday, October 16 
11:00 AM 

Takiff Center Community Hall 
(999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 

 

Join us to celebrate Simchat Torah as we once again rejoice in the completion of the annual Torah 
cycle! We will listen to the end and the beginning of the Torah being chanted and dance to the 
sounds of Hakafa’s own Bibi Patt along with her fellow members of the Maxwell Street Klezmer 
Band. The celebration will also include our annual Consecration Ceremony for students who are 
beginning their religious education. 
 

This celebration is appropriate for people of all ages and will be followed by a special oneg. We 
hope you will come and enjoy the fun with your Hakafa family! 
 

                                           
 
On the holiday of Simchat Torah, the annual reading of the Torah is completed, and the cycle is immediately renewed in a grand 
celebration that includes dancing with the Torah and carrying flags in a parade-like fashion. We affirm that the Torah is central to the 
Jewish people. It is our heritage and our history. Its teachings have served as a bond, linking Jews, young and old, over many generations, 
over time and space, in every land we have lived. 

Yizkor Service – Last Day of Sukkot  
 
Jewish tradition tells us that four times during the year, in addition to the anniversary of the death 
of a loved one, we are to recall the memories of those who have died. These four times, known as 
yizkor (remembrance), coincide with major holidays on the Jewish calendar. The last day of 
Sukkot, known as Shemini Atzeret, is one on which yizkor is traditionally recited. 
 
Please join us on the morning of Monday, October 17 at 10:00 a.m. at the North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) or via Zoom (Meeting ID: 852 3252 0986). 

 
This hour-long service will be followed by a short Kiddush. 

 

New Member Havdallah in the Sukkah 
 

All members new to Hakafa since 2020 are invited to 
join Rabbi Bruce and Rona Elder for a Dessert 
Havdallah in their Sukkah (333 Green Bay Road, 
Highland Park) on Saturday, October 15 at 7:30 p.m. 
We regret that, due to space limitations, this event is 
for adults only. New members should have received a 
separate evite. Please RSVP to Rona 
(admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687). 
 

SUKKOT & SIMCHAT TORAH 5783 

  

 

 

 

Shabbat Morning Minyan 
in the Sukkah 

 

Please join us outdoors in the Elder 
Family’s Sukkah (333 Green Bay Road, 
Highland Park) on Saturday, October 
15 at 9:00 a.m. for this hour-long 
service and study. The service will also 
be accessible via Zoom for those who 
are not able to participate in-person. 
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Member News  

Growing Our Circle 
 
Has being a part of Hakafa’s encirclement been meaningful to you? Can you spare a few minutes once a month? 
Would you be willing to spread the word about Hakafa? If you’ve answered “yes” to any of these questions, you’re 
invited to participate in the formation of Hakafa’s new Growing Our Circle Committee, led by Lynn Sanders. Our goal 
is to attract new members through online media. After the High Holidays, Lynn will be holding an initial meeting via 
Zoom so you can learn more about our strategy and offer your input. Your involvement can be as simple as sharing a 
post once or twice a month. If you’re interested, please contact Lynn (Lynn@DifferenceMakersMedia.com). 

 

Chesed 
 
The Hebrew word for loving kindness is chesed. The Chesed 
Committee at Hakafa works to respond to a wide range of 
situations and events that occur in the lives of our members. It is 
our attempt to reach out to one another.  If you or anyone you 
know of in our congregation is in crisis from an illness, death in 
the family, or personal stress, and could benefit from support, 
such as a visit, delivery / preparation of meals, or a ride to a 
health care appointment, please contact Camille DeFrank (847-
997-8085 /camilledefrank@gmail.com) or Beth McCullough 
(847-722-5430/mikeandbeth_60089@yahoo.com). 

 

Making Contributions to Hakafa 
 
Throughout the year, people ask how they can 
make a contribution to Hakafa. We have three 
funds that accept donations, and we always 
value your support: 

 
 Our General Fund supports the day-to-day 

operations of the synagogue. Please make 
your check payable to "Congregation Hakafa." 
 

 Rabbi Elder's Discretionary Fund directly 
supports those in need in and around our 
community. Rabbi Elder directs the usage of 
these funds. Please make your check payable 
to "Congregation Hakafa" and write "Rabbi 
Elder's Discretionary Fund" on the memo line. 
 

 Our Endowment Fund supports special 
programming not covered by the budget. 
Endowment Trustees direct the usage of 
these funds. Please make your check payable 
to "Congregation Hakafa" and write 
"Endowment Fund" on the memo line. 
 

 The Rabbi Robert J. Marx Social Justice 
Fund supports new justice initiatives 
proposed by congregants that reflect the 
values and life of our founding rabbi. Please 
make your check payable to “Congregation 
Hakafa” and write “RJM Fund” on the memo 
line.  

 
If you would like to make your donation in honor 
or in memory of someone, please be sure to 
include a note in your envelope with the 
appropriate information so that a card can be 
sent to the honoree to let that person know 
about your donation.  
 
All donations can be mailed to: 
Congregation Hakafa, P.O. Box 409, 
Glencoe, IL 60022. It is also possible to make 
donations with a credit card. Please contact 
Rona Elder (admin@hakafa.org) for assistance 
with that. If you are interested in a legacy giving 
plan, please let us know and arrangements can 
be made. If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact Rona.  

 
 

Rabbi Robert J. Marx  
Social Justice Fund Meeting 

Zoom Meeting ID: 894 5815 9222 
 
The Trustees of the Rabbi Robert J. Marx Social Justice Fund 
are pleased to announce the first meeting will be held Monday, 
October 24 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. Visit this link on our website 
to remind you of our purpose: https://www.hakafa.org/rabbi-
robert-j.-marx-social-justice-fund.html. 

 

Tech Volunteers Needed 
 
Hakafa relies on our paid Tech Team, October Gunawan and 
Sora Criz, to provide an online component for all of Hakafa's in-
person activities. We are lucky to have them. We would benefit 
greatly from a few volunteers who would be willing to learn how 
to set up and operate our Zoom and Livestream equipment and 
then be available on occasion for backup to the team on Friday 
nights as well as other times, such as Sunday mornings. 
Please contact Barbara Miller (president@hakafa.org) if you 
would consider helping Hakafa in this way. 

 

Willow Lawn Cemetery Plots  
 

Information regarding Hakafa’s green cemetery section at Willow 
Lawn is available on our website (www.hakafa.org/worship-
ritual/life-cycle-events/death/end-life-resources/cemetery-
options). Green burial is more environmentally friendly than 
standard burial. We have just one pair of side by side plots 
and two pairs of plots where one is perpendicular to the 
other, as well as several cremation plots. Please contact 
Deborah Brown (dmb9476@gmail.com) with any questions. 
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Member News (continued) 
 

Please Help Us in Welcoming  
our New Members: 

 
Lei Ann Marshall and Michael Seidenberg 
 
Francine Fishel 
 

Condolences to:  
 

Janice Halpern and family on the loss of her aunt, Clara 
Halpern 
 
 
 

Relief from COVID-19 Financial Stress  
 
If you are suffering from economic hardship due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and could use a little help, 
please reach out to Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org, 
847-266-8854). We have funds available.. 
 

 
Mazal Tov to the Following Bar 

Mitzvah: 
 

Ross Accardo on October 15 

Zoom 
Video 
Access

ing 
Instru
ctions 

 
Virtual 
Name 
Tags: In 
order that 
we might 
better 
know 
each 
other, 
please 

Adult Education 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Education 
Zoom Meeting ID: Meeting ID: 871 3067 5137 

 
All Hakafa adults are invited to participate in our Sunday Morning Adult Education classes led by both congregational and 
community scholars who will delve into a variety of topics of special interest and expertise.  
 
Class meets on Sunday mornings from 10:15-11:45 a.m. (NOTE NEW START/END TIME). Feel free to come for one session or 
for all of them! We will meet in-person in Community Room 1 at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) and via Zoom 
for October and November and April through May (unless otherwise noted in the newsletter/announcements). From December 
through March, we will meet via Zoom only. Please always check the Weekly Email Announcements to verify if we're meeting in 

person or via Zoom only. 

  
October 2 – In-Person and via Zoom 
Join David Rieser as he continues his fascinating presentation on the history of Sephardic Jews. He will explore the 
pathways of Jews after the expulsion from Spain and Portugal into the New World and Northern Europe. 
 
David Rieser is a lawyer by profession, and while he was always a history buff, his Bar Mitzvah at Hakafa fifteen years ago sparked 
an apparently insatiable interest in Jewish history. He made the mistake of telling Rabbi Elder about some of his reading, so this is 
now his fourteenth adult education discussion. 

 
October 9 – VIA ZOOM ONLY 
We welcome the return of Rabbi Tamar Manasseh, whose topic will be: "If I am only for myself?" She'll speak about 
why women's rights should be the concern of us all. Please note that this session will be held via Zoom only. We will 
not meet in-person this week. 

 
Rabbi Tamar Manasseh is the founder and president of Mothers Against Senseless Killings. MASK (Mothers/Men Against Senseless 
Killings) was established in 2015 as a way to put eyes on the streets, interrupt violence and crime, and teach children to grow up as 
friends rather than enemies. Born and raised in Chicago, she was ordained as a rabbi in 2021. She is the author of Chai-ME: My 
Exploration of Race, Religion and Spirituality in America and is the subject of the movie “They Ain’t Ready for Me.” 
Rabbi Manasseh currently lives in Bronzeville. 

 
October 23 – In-Person and via Zoom 
Rabbi Michael Balinsky will return to Hakafa. His topic will be: What Story is the TANAKH (Hebrew Bible) Telling? 
It goes without saying the Bible is filled with stories, but are there overarching themes and messages that TANAKH is 
trying to teach us that emerge from the text? We will explore two approaches and suggest some unexpected themes. 
Please bring a TANAKH to class. 

 
Rabbi Michael Balinsky is the former Executive Vice President of the Chicago Board of Rabbis, an organization representing two 
hundred rabbis of all denominations.  He is a member of the Jewish Catholic Scholars Dialogue in Chicago, the Board of the 
Parliament of the World Religions, serves on the executive of the Council of Religious leaders of Metropolitan Chicago and is on the 
advisory board of the Bernadin Center at Catholic Theological Union. He is also an active participant in a number of Jewish, 
Christian and Moslem interfaith initiatives. Rabbi Balinsky was a Hillel director for twenty-two years, over nineteen of those as the 
director of the Louis and Saeree Fiedler Hillel Center at Northwestern University, after two and a half years as the Associate Director 
of Hillel at the University of Michigan. 
 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Wednesday Afternoon Tanach Study 
 
All are invited to join Rabbi Elder either in-person at 
the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 
Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) OR via Zoom (813 358 
443) for weekly Tanach study on Wednesday 
afternoons from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. Each week, we 
proceed through the Bible, verse by verse, 
discussing its content and various interpretations. 
New participants are always welcome.  
 
PLEASE NOTE:  
 Class will not meet on October 5.  
 Class on October 12 will meet via Zoom only 
 

Lunch And Learn 
Zoom Meeting ID: 821 5540 2577 

 
Bring your lunch and join us via Zoom on Thursday, 
October 20 at 12:00 noon for a lively discussion with 
Rabbi Elder! New participants are always welcome. 
 
 

Musar Class  
Zoom Meeting ID: 242 631 590 

 
Musar is a long-standing tradition of exploring Jewish 
ethics with a particular focus on character formation. 
Join Rabbi Elder via Zoom on Wednesday 
mornings from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. to delve into 
selections from the Musar tradition, in text and in 
practice. The goal of the class is to not only take a 
more academic approach to Jewish ethics and 
ethical literature, but also to use some of the 
techniques of the Musar Movement (chevruta study, 
personal reflection time, and others) to deepen our 
own understanding of ourselves and push to live up 
to the best that is within each one of us.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: Class will not meet on October 5 
and 12. 
  
 

Midrash Class 
Zoom Meeting ID: 696 226 468 

 
Join us either in-person at the North Shore United 
Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) OR via 
Zoom on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. to study 
midrash. Midrash is the creative, interpretative process of 
the rabbis over generations. Through midrash, we see how 
the rabbis saw the text of the Bible - its lessons, it 
messages, its practical applications, and its relevance to 
them throughout time. Through the study of midrash, we 
will see how much of our understanding of the biblical text 
has been influenced by theirs.  
 
Please Note:  

 Class will NOT meet on October 4. 
 Class on October 11 will meet in the Elder 

Family’s Sukkah. 
 

 

Adult Education (continued) 
 

Hebrew Circle 
Zoom Meeting ID: 871 8801 8556 

 
If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners welcome!) looking 
to practice your Hebrew with other Hebrew speaking 
Hakafa members, please join us via Zoom on Thursday, 
October 20 at 10:30 a.m. for an hour of Hebrew 
conversation with Rabbi Elder! New participants are 
welcome. 
 

Tuesday Evening Tanach Study  
Zoom Meeting ID: 662 730 822 

 
All are invited to join Rabbi Elder via Zoom for weekly 
Tanach study on Tuesday evenings from 7:30 to 8:45 
p.m. Each week, we proceed through the Bible, verse by 
verse, discussing its content and various interpretations. 
New participants are always welcome.  
 
Please Note: Class will NOT meet on October 4 and 11. 
 

Hakafa Yiddish Class Begins Monday, October 3 
Sign Up Today! 

 
Hakafa’s NEW Yiddish class will begin this month! Our first session will take place on Monday, October 3 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the home of Ellen and Henry Criz (545 Green Bay Road, Highland Park). For anyone not able to attend in-person, 
a Zoom option will be available.  
 
Our teacher is Dov Steinberg, and he intends for the class to be a low-pressure, fun conversational Yiddish class that 
also incorporates Yiddish history and culture. Class will meet weekly on Mondays at 7:00 p.m. rotating between homes 
of class members. Our October dates will be: October 3, October 24, and October 31. (Class will not meet on 
October 10 and 17 in observance of Sukkot and Simchat Torah.) 
 
If you would like to join the class, please sign up by contacting Sharon Gutan (gutan627@comcast.net) or Betsy 
Hersher (hersherb@hersher.com). 
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Note from the Director of Education 

 

What a wonderful beginning to our school year! A 

special thank you (Todah Raba) to our Rosh 

Hashanah Family Service readers! 

 

We begin this month with Religious School on 

October 2. We will also have our first High School 

class session for our 9th-11th graders that afternoon. 

Hebrew School will not be in session on Tuesday, 

October 4 because of Erev Yom Kippur. It will 

resume on Tuesday, October 11. 

 

On Sunday, October 9, families will have the 

opportunity to visit our Sukkah and shake the Lulav 

and Etrog! Chag Sukot Sameach! 

 

On Sunday, October 16 we will have a family and 

congregation wide Simchat Torah celebration 

during school hours! We will sing and dance with the 

Torah! Families will have a special program in the 

morning and then our Simchat Torah extravaganza 

will begin, including a Consecration ceremony 

welcoming our new students! Mazal Tov to our 

consecrants! 

 

We have a really busy month with so much planned 

for our students and families. We will learn, sing, 

dance, and celebrate the holidays together! 
 

      L’shalom, 

Bibi 

 
 
 

 
 

Join us For Shabbat Shechina 
October 15 – 11:00 AM 

For location details, email: tayalim@hakafa.org 

See details under “Prayer & Celebration” 

in this newsletter. 

 
 

 

B’nai Mitzvah Workshop    
 

Rabbi Elder will be holding a series of four 

workshops that will take the families of students 

whose b’nai mitzvah celebrations will be taking 

place in the next 12-18 months through the 

Shabbat service. Beginning Sunday, October 23 at 

12:00 PM we will meet at the Takiff Center (999 

Green Bay Road, Glencoe) and continuing 

periodically throughout the year, Rabbi Elder will 

break down a section of the Shabbat service, 

explain its themes and its language, and provide 

an opportunity for families to look through various 

books and publications in order to begin thinking 

about how to personalize the service. By the end 

of the series, each family will have the tools to 

complete the Shabbat service for their upcoming 

celebration. The workshop series is geared toward 

students and their parents. If you have any 

questions, please contact Rabbi Elder at 

rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854. 
 

 

OCTOBER DATES TO NOTE: 
 

October 2: ▪ Religious School 

 ▪ Tayalim Canoeing Outing (1-3 PM) 

  ▪ 9th-11th Grade High School 

     Class Session I (4:00-6:15 PM) 

October 4: ▪ NO Hebrew School – Erev Yom Kippur 

October 9: ▪ Religious School 

October 11: ▪ Hebrew School 

October 15: ▪ Shabbat Shechina: Drag Queen Story 

   Hour (11:00 AM) 

October 16: ▪ Religious School Family Program &  

  Simchat Torah Celebration 

October 18: ▪ Hebrew School 

October 23: ▪ Religious School 

 ▪ B’nai Mitzvah Workshop I (12:00 PM) 

 ▪ High School Seniors Workshop I  

   (2:45-4:00 PM) 

October 25: ▪ Hebrew School 

October 30: ▪ NO Religious School  
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New Campaign to Promote Voting for IL Supreme Court Judges  
in District 2 and District 3 

Help ensure that everyone who can, votes in the Illinois Supreme Court races this November! 
 

In the General Election on November 8, voters in Illinois Judicial District 2 (McHenry, Lake, DeKalb, Kane and Kendall 
counties) and District 3 (Bureau, LaSalle, Grundy, Iroquois, Kankakee, Will and DuPage counties) will have the 
opportunity to each elect a State Supreme Court justice for a 10-year term. These are partisan races, and the balance 
of the seven-member Illinois Supreme Court is at stake. The results could alter how our state will be positioned on 
issues we care about, like individual rights, voting rights, community safety, quality of air and water, reproductive 
healthcare, including access to abortion, and more.  
 
Courts Matter Illinois (www.Facebook.com/CourtsMatterIllinois) has launched a nonpartisan campaign to engage 
the media in Illinois Supreme Court Districts 2 and 3 with “Letters to the Editor.” Through Hakafa’s work with the IL 
Promote the Vote Coalition, we have been asked to help. The goal is to ensure that voters vote the whole ballot - 
including for IL Supreme Court Judges.  
 
We are asking local residents in Districts 2 and 3 to participate and speak out about the importance of the State 
Supreme Court and voting in these races. We need your help in becoming a letter writer and/or finding others 
who may be interested. Letter writers must live in these judicial districts. 
 
Here’s what you can do: 

 To participate, fill out and submit the online form which can be found at this link: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe1oj0miE3DTS1Vbv56Xj9-
mojT3qd94wVqYrwExFDaGjUF5g/viewform 

 Courts Matter Illinois will get back to writers with a media outlet, along with a window of dates to send their 
letter. Writers can use or modify samples or create their own letter with assistance, if needed.  

 Even if you do not live or vote in Districts 2 or 3, you can help educate voters on the importance of these Illinois 
Supreme Court races.  
 

The more letters that are submitted and published, the more people will know about the importance of these State 
Supreme Court races now and in the future. You can make this difference. Courts Matter! Questions? Contact: 
Carole Levine (CaroleLevine@comcast.net) or Judi Myers (judimyers@ameritech.net) 

Social Action  
 

A Just Harvest: Help Feed People Who are Hungry 
 
Due to COVID-19, A Just Harvest* now serves a daily boxed lunch to more than 150 people (no seated dinner). No 
volunteers are permitted in the kitchen, but Hakafa still provides the Sunday lunch on our designated days. On the 
second Sunday morning of each month, volunteers are needed to provide one or more of the following items: 
the fried chicken entrée, salad, vegetables, fruit, and/or dessert. Hakafa’s tzedakah fund can reimburse you for 
expenses, if needed. The fried chicken needs to be ordered and picked up at 11:00 a.m. from the Jewel on Howard and 
delivered to A Just Harvest (7649 N. Paulina St, Chicago). All other items should be left at A Just Harvest’s door at 
10:00 a.m. Contact Monique Parsons (monique.parsons@gmail.com) with questions. To sign up to provide any of 
the above items, go to: http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest. 
 

 

 Joint Program with Congregation Hakafa, the JCUA, and Other Congregations  
on the Pre-Trial Fairness Act 

 
Last year, communities across Illinois worked with state legislators to pass the Pretrial Fairness Act, a law that will end 
money bond and ensure that no one is jailed while awaiting trial simply because they cannot afford to purchase their 
freedom. Now, there is a concerted effort to pressure elected officials who supported these measures into rolling them 
back or repealing them before they go into full effect next year. Join Congregation Hakafa, Temple Jeremiah, Beth 
Emet, the JCUA (Jewish Council on Urban Affairs), and others on Wednesday, October 19 at 7:00 p.m. at Curt's 
Café in Highland Park (1766 Second Street) to learn more about the Pre-Trial Fairness Act, cash bond, and its impact 
on marginalized members of society. 

http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest


 
Congregation Hakafa Calendar              October 2022 –Tishrei / Cheshvan 5783 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

1     Shabbat Shuvah 
 
9:00 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan  
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson) 

2    
10:00-11:45 am Religious School (TC) 
 
10:15 am (NOTE NEW TIME) 
Adult Education (TC) – David Rieser: The 
Second Diaspora: The Exile and Birth of the 
Sephardic People – Part II 
 
1:00-3:00 pm 
Tayalim Family Canoeing Outing 
 
4:00-6:15 pm  9th-11th Grade Class Session I  

3    
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Yiddish Class  
(Home of Ellen & Henry Criz and via Zoom)         

4 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Erev Yom Kippur 

5        
 

Yom Kippur 

6 7      
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service  
(WCH & Zoom) 

8    
  

9  
 
10:00-11:45 am Religious School (TC) 
 
10:15 am (NOTE NEW TIME) 
Adult Education (VIA ZOOM ONLY) – Rabbi 
Tamar Manasseh: If I am only for myself? 
 

   
Erev Sukkot 

10        Sukkot 1 
 

Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day 

  

11       Sukkot 2 
 

10:00 am 
Midrash Class (Elder Family’s Sukkah) 
 
 
 
4:15-5:30 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 

 

12        Sukkot 3 
 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Tanach Study (Zoom only) 

13        Sukkot 4 14       Sukkot 5 
 
 

Newsletter Articles Due 
 

 
 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service  
(WCH & Zoom) 

15        Sukkot 6 
 
9:00 am Shabbat Morning Minyan  
               (Elder Family’s Sukkah) 
 
11:00 am 
Shabbat Shechina: Drag Queen Story Hour 
 
Bar Mitzvah Service of Ross Accardo (pm) 
 
7:30 pm New Member Havdallah 
              (Elder Family’s Sukkah) 

16        Sukkot 7 
 
10:00-11:45 am Religious School (TC) 
 

11:00 am 
Congregational Simchat Torah 

Celebration (TC) 

17   Shmini Atzeret 
         Simchat Torah 
 
10:00 am 
Yizkor Service (NSUMC & Zoom) 

18 
 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC & Zoom) 
 
4:15-5:30 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 pm 
Tanach Study (Zoom)  

19 
 
10:00 am Musar Class (Zoom) 
 
1:00 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom) 
 
7:00 pm 
Program on the Pre-Trial Fairness Act 
(Curt’s Café in Highland Park) 

20   
 
10:30 am 
Hebrew Circle (Zoom) 
 
12:00 pm 
Lunch and Learn (Zoom) 

21 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service  
(WCH & Zoom) 

22 

23 
10:00-11:45 am Religious School (TC) 
 

10:15 am (NOTE NEW TIME) 
Adult Education (TC) – Rabbi Michael 
Balinsky: What Story is the TANAKH (Hebrew 
Bible) Telling? 
 

12:00-1:00 pm B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC) 
 

2:45-4:00 pm High School Senior Workshop I 

24   
 
 
7:00 pm 
Yiddish Class  
(In-Person Location TBA and via Zoom) 
 
7:00 pm 
Rabbi Robert J. Marx Social Justice Fund 
Trustees Meeting (Zoom)   

25 
 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC & Zoom) 
 
4:15-5:30 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 

 
7:30 pm   
Tanach Study (Zoom) 

26 
 
10:00 am 
Musar Class (Zoom) 
 
1:00 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom) 

27 
 

28 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service  
(Zoom only) 

29 

 

 

30 31 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Yiddish Class  
(In-Person Location TBA and via Zoom)  

 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Barbara Miller……..………………………………………………………………….………………………….President 
Janet Lubetkin.....…………………...…………………………………...………………………….Vice President 
Mike McCullough..……………………………………..………….…..................Operations Treasurer 
Allison Blakley.………………………………………………………….………………………................Secretary 
Joli Fridman……………………………………………………………………………………………..Dues Treasurer 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
Bruce Elder……………………….....……………….Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 
Rona Elder……….…...................Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 
Bibi Patt…………….Director of Education (847-650-7720 or education@hakafa.org) 
Lori Wilansky..........................The Circle (847-732-7656 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in connection with 

Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly prohibited. 
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