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BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

What Do You Mean? 
 
My great-Aunt Helen lived well into her nineties. An educator by profession, she was a 

gifted and prolific writer with beautiful penmanship. When Helen spoke, she did so with 
deliberation, grace, and intent, her vocal cadence keeping our attention regardless of our age. I 
have a number of Helen’s writings scattered throughout our home. Every so often I happen upon 
one and recall her words fondly. 

Words started to escape Helen much sooner than they should have. She suffered a trauma 
sometime in her seventies, the treatment of which left her unable to write, speak, or communicate 
as well as she once had. Our wonderful orator slowly lost her words, leaving us to guess what she 
was trying to say, and leaving her frustrated that she could no longer be understood. A fiercely 
independent woman, Helen felt defeated in her dependence upon others to interpret her intent. 

Might that be how God feels, too? If, as I mentioned in my last Dvarim, our tradition teaches 
that “God spoke, and the world came to be,” how would God feel we have interpreted Her intent? 
As I look at the arc of human “progress,” I often wonder if this is the arc that God imagined. Why 
would God want us to treat one another this way? Why would God want us to abuse the earth in 
this way? Too many times, people have claimed, “God said X,” only to translate the directive to suit 
their own agenda. Too many times, people have taken God’s name in vain in the name of honoring 
God’s word. Is this what God would want, or has God been defeated, too?  

I learned long ago that what I think I said and what you know you heard me say are often 
two vastly different certainties. Our words are thrown out there for others to hear, and we each 
interpret them through the lens of our personal histories, biases, and predilections. What would it 
take for us to really hear one another’s words for what was actually said, especially the words of 
those whom we distrust or dislike? What would it be like if those nearest and dearest to us felt 
heard by those nearest and dearest to them?  

The national elections are next week, and the noise leading up to them is as exhausting as 
it is deafening. The words being shouted, written, blogged, tweeted, giffed, and memed - most of 
them being done quite poorly, I might add – and the creative ways we have interpreted and 
misinterpreted them to suit our own agendas are enough to cause my Aunt Helen to turn in her 
grave. Our society is becoming dysfunctional, numb, and paralyzingly anxious. We need a big time 
out. 

So, let’s all try this: To talk a little less and shout even lesser; to talk with each other instead 
of at each other; to listen more intently and honestly, refusing to hear only what we want to hear, 
and to value what we might be hearing, whether we like it or not; and, to allow those whose voices 
have been lost to be found again by giving everyone the space to articulate their thoughts and the 
patience to allow their words the time they deserve.  

We might be surprised at how much easier it is to let folks speak for themselves than it is for 
us to assume we know what they are saying. We might return to a modicum of the decorum we all 
claim to crave. We might learn something new and interesting or be challenged by ideas we never 
would have allowed ourselves to consider. We might even begin to discern what God’s voice might 
sound like and what She really is trying to tell us. 

For my Aunt Helen’s sake, for all of our sake, wouldn’t that be Divine? 
 

-Rabbi Bruce Elder 

 

D’varim 
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Friday Night Services     
 

Please note that all Friday Evening Kabbalat Shabbat 
Services will be held via Zoom. 

 
The Zoom Meeting ID for all Shabbat Services is:  

292 137 266 
  
November 6 Parshat Vayeira 
7:30 p.m.          Torah Portion: Genesis 18:1-22:24 
  Haftarah: II Kings 4:1-37    
 
November 13  Parshat Chayei Sara 
7:30 p.m.          Torah Portion: Genesis 23:1-25:18  

Haftarah: I Kings 1:1-31 
   

November 20   Parshat Toledot 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Genesis 25:19-28:9 
  Haftarah: Malachi 1:1-2:7 
 Guest Speaker: Essie Shahar-Hill 
 
November 27  Parshat Vayeitzei 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Genesis 28:10-:32:3 
  Haftarah: Hosea 12:13-14:10 

 
 

  
 
 

 

 

“Sponsor” a Virtual Oneg 
 
Have you wanted to celebrate a special event, 
commemorate a yahrzeit, or honor someone by 
providing a Friday night oneg but have been unable 
to do so because of us being on Zoom these past 
months? Do you have an organization or cause you 
support that you would like others to support, too? 
Now you will have a chance to do both - by 
sponsoring a virtual oneg. Here's how it works: 
 
1. Choose a Friday night to sponsor, and sign up 
online at this link (http://tinyurl.com/oneg-hosting) or 
by contacting Suzanne Shore or Ilene Holt-Turner 
(oneg@hakafa.org).  
 
2. Make a donation to a charity about which you are 
passionate. 
 
3. Light the Shabbat candles that night at services 
(Sara will lead us all in the blessing, unless you 
would prefer to recite it yourself.). 
 
4. During announcements, you will be able to tell us 
about the place to which you donated. 
 
5. Hakafa will make a donation to that organization 
in your honor. 
 
6. Even if you cannot be at services that evening, we 
will tell participants about your cause, and Hakafa 
make the donation in your honor. 
 
Contact Suzanne (oneg@hakafa.org or 847-722-
6797) or Ilene (oneg@hakafa.org or 847-409-6022) 
for more information. 

Prayer and Celebration 
 

Shabbat Moring Minyan:  
Zoom Meeting ID: 847 8216 0504  

 
Please join us via Zoom on Saturdays, November 7 
and 21 at 9:00 a.m. for this hour-long service and 
study. It is a wonderful opportunity to enhance your 
celebration of Shabbat. People of all ages are 
encouraged and welcome to attend. 
 

Tot Shabbat for Young Children  
and Grandchildren 

Zoom Meeting ID: 817 5999 4793 
 
Families with children/grandchildren ages five and 
younger (including parents, siblings, and/or extended 
family) are invited to join us via Zoom on Saturday, 
November 21 at 11:00 a.m. for 30-minutes to sing, 
dance, hear a story, and pray at our 
interactive Shabbat experience.  
 
Feel free to invite friends!  
 

Essie Shahar-Hill to Speak at  
Shabbat Services on November 20 

 
November 20 is Trans Day of Remembrance. To 
commemorate the day, we have invited Essie Shahar-Hill, 
Chicago’s first full-time trainer and educator at Keshet,* to 
speak at services that evening. Essie will discuss the 
devastating impact of 2020 on the Trans community in 
America.  
 
A licensed social worker, Essie earned their B.A. in English and 
Judaic studies from the University of Michigan, an MSW with a 
concentration in interpersonal practice with communities and 
social systems, and a Certificate in Jewish Communal Leadership 
from University of Michigan School of Social Work. At Keshet,* 
leveraging their vast experience facilitating bystander intervention, 
bias prevention training, and working with students on 
empowerment and health education awareness, Essie helps drive 
institutional change within Jewish organizations to include 
LGBTQ-inclusive policy, programming, culture and leadership in 
the Chicago area. 
 
*Keshet, is a national organization that works for LGBTQ equality 
in Jewish life. 
 

Adult B’nai Mitzvah  
 
Are you interested in becoming an adult b’nai mitzvah? We 
are looking into holding an adult b’nai mitzvah class starting 
this winter, and we would like to know if there are members 
who would like to participate. The ceremony would take 
place in 2022. For more information, or to indicate your 
interest, please contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org, 
847-266-8854). 
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Kesher is Back! 
Zoom Meeting ID: 895 1126 8967 

 
Before the pandemic, our monthly Kesher gatherings at Curt’s Café were 
going strong. We might not be able to meet in person, but that doesn’t 
mean we can’t continue to get together! 
 
Join Rabbi Elder on Wednesday, November 11 at 7:00 p.m. for Judaism 
and … an online conversation on anything but COVID-19 or the election. 
As part of our discussion, we will schmooze and catch up a bit. We hope 
you will be there!   
 
Kesher (Hebrew for “Connection”) is an initiative geared toward new, 
recent, or soon-to-be empty nesters and their age group who are looking 
to get to know one another, share ideas, and create new and deep 
relationships. Though oriented toward this demographic, all Hakafa 
members are invited to participate. 
 

Thank You to: 
 
Everyone, and especially Peter 
Office, who volunteered their time and 
efforts to make our High Holidays the 
beautiful and special occasions that 
they were this year. 
 
Peter Office for coordinating and 
driving our mobile sukkah, and to all 
the families that lent us their 
driveways. 

 

 

Zoom Conferencing: Instructions for Accessing 
 

Please note that all Hakafa Zoom gatherings are now password 
protected.  

Contact Rona (admin@hakafa.org) if you need the Hakafa password. 
 

To Access Zoom with a computer/laptop: Go to www.zoom.us/join 
and enter the Meeting ID for the specific gathering. PLEASE NOTE 
THAT EACH HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID. If it asks 
you if you want to use the computer's audio, say yes. The same for the 
video. If your video doesn't come up automatically, you can turn it on by 
clicking on the video icon at the bottom, left side of your screen. 
 
To Access Zoom on an iPad or smartphone: Go to www.zoom.us. If 
you have not already done so, you will be directed to download the Zoom 
app. Please download it. Then, click on “Join a Meeting” and enter the 
Meeting ID for the specific gathering. PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH 
HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID. 
 
To Access Zoom by Phone (no video): Call 312-626-6799. When you 
hear a recording, it will instruct you to type in the Meeting ID number, 
followed by the # sign. PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH HAKAFA EVENT 
HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID. You will be able to hear clearly and 
participate like everyone else. 
 

Member News  
 

Chesed 
 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to reach out to one another. If you know of anyone in our congregation who is in 
crisis from an illness, death in the family, or personal stress, who could benefit from support, such as a visit, delivery 
and/or preparation of meals, or a ride to a health care appointment, please contact Ana Bensinger 
(anabensinger@att.net or 847-926-3223) or Anita Goldberg (anitagoldberg@gmail.com or 847-432-8973). volunteer. 

 

Please Help Us in Welcoming 

our New Members: 
 

Karen Rosen 

Betsy Phillips and Paul Stein 

Condolences to: 
 
Jill Gross and family on the loss of her 
mother, Gwendolyn Heaton 
 
Calvin McGinn and family on the loss 
of his mother, Patricia McGinn 
 
Daphna Neirick and family on the loss 
of her father, Dov “Dubi” Fishel 
 
We apologize if we have inadvertently 
missed a condolence for you. Please 
let us know so that we can include it 
next month. 

 

Young Adult Pre-Chanukah Trivia Event 
Zoom Meeting ID: 893 9658 0681 

 
All young adults in their mid-20s and 30s (and their children) who are 
members of, grew up in, or are associated with Hakafa are invited to a 
virtual Pre-Chanukah gathering and Jewish trivia event on Saturday, 
December 5 at 4:00 p.m. It has been awhile since we have gotten 
together - join us for good fun and great conversation! RSVP to Rabbi 
Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854). We hope to see you there! 
 

Hakafa Coffee Klatch 
Zoom Meeting ID: 849 0503 7092 

 
One thing we have learned over the 
past seven months is how important it 
is for us to have opportunities to 
check in with one another. Join us on 
Thursday, November 19 at 4:00 
p.m. for a chance to connect with 
other Hakafa members. Bring a cup of 
coffee, tea, or whatever you might be 
drinking. We will sit, schmooze, and 
enjoy being with one another.  

 

mailto:admin@hakafa.org
http://www.zoom.us/join
http://www.zoom.us/
mailto:anabensinger@att.net
mailto:anitagoldberg@gmail.com
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Note from the Director of Education 
 

Our Religious School program is now in full swing! 

Students have been participating in photography 

classes, craft classes, creative writing, and much more! 

Supplies have been delivered to those that need it for 

the first three weeks. And, we will continue to make 

deliveries throughout the semester. Thank you to our 

teachers for implementing these creative classes!  
 

Our Hebrew School is beginning the third month of 

remote learning. Each learning pod is receiving unique, 

small group instruction. Books and supplies have been 

delivered to students. And, special apps have been 

purchased for certain classes to enhance learning. We 

are so proud of the progress our students are making! 
 

Our High School Program is in full swing as well. We had 

our first 9th-11th grade class session last month and a 

workshop with our 12th graders. As usual, food is always 

involved and dinner and dessert is delivered personally 

by our very own Hakafa “Uber Eats” delivery service, 

aka: Rabbi, Bibi, and Rona! 
 

On Sunday, November 8 we will be having an exciting 

and virtual All-School Havdallah Family Ed Program! On 

Saturday, November 14 we will have a Family Drive-In 

Havdallah event (in-person & socially distanced). These 

two programs are tied together, and we will use some 

things we create on the 8th for the 14th! Please plan to 

join us for both events! See the articles on this page and 

watch your email for more details to come soon. 
 

And, that brings us to the Thanksgiving Holiday later this 

month. Time sure passes quickly when we are having 

fun! We do have a great deal to be thankful for. Wishing 

all of you a wonderful and safe Thanksgiving. 
 

     L’shalom, Bibi 

 

 

Religious School All-School 

Havdallah Family Education Day 
 

All Religious School students (grades K-8) and their 

parents should plan to join us via Zoom on Sunday, 

November 8 from 10:00 to 11:30 AM for an interactive 

and educational Havdallah Family Education Day! 

Zoom Links & detailed information will be emailed to 

Religious School families.    

 B’nai Mitzvah Workshop 

 
Rabbi Elder will be holding a series of four workshops 

that will take the families of students whose b’nai 

mitzvah celebrations will be taking place in the year 

after May 2020 through the Shabbat service. 

Beginning Sunday, November 22 at 1:00 PM via 

Zoom (Meeting ID: 982 2105 7897) and continuing 

periodically throughout the year, Rabbi Elder will 

break down a section of the Shabbat service, 

explain its themes and its language, and provide an 

opportunity for families to look through various 

books and publications in order to begin thinking 

about how to personalize the service. By the end of 

the series, each family will have the tools to 

complete the Shabbat service for their upcoming 

celebration. The workshop series is geared toward 

students and their parents. If you have any 

questions, please contact Rabbi Elder at 

rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854. 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  Saturday Night Lights 

Family Drive-In Havdallah 
 

Saturday, November 14, 4 PM 

All details coming soon via 

email! 
 

 

       November Dates to Note: 
 

November 1:  ▪ Religious School Classes 

November 3:   ▪ Hebrew School Classes 

November 7:  ▪ 11th Grade Comparative Religions  

    Virtual Field Trip (5:15 PM) 

November 8:  ▪ Religious School All-School Havdallah   

   Family Ed Program (10:00 AM) 

November 10: ▪ Hebrew School Classes 

November 14: ▪ Saturday Night Lights - Family  

     Drive-In Havdallah (4:00 PM) 

November 15: ▪ Religious School Classes 

  ▪ High School Service Project (2:00 PM) 

November 17: ▪ Hebrew School Classes 

November 21: ▪ Tot Shabbat (11:00 AM) 

November 22: ▪ Religious School Classes 

  ▪ B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (1:00 PM)  

November 24: ▪ NO Hebrew School (Thanksgiving) 

November 29: ▪ NO Religious School (Thanksgiving)
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Adult Education 

 

Mishneh Torah:  
Zoom Meeting ID: 997 667 842 

 
Our November session of Mishneh Torah (Jewish law) class will be 
held via Zoom on Tuesday, November 10 at 10:00 a.m. Come join 
us and Rabbi Elder to learn more about what Halacha has to say 
on almost every aspect of life. 
 

Two Weekly Opportunities for  
Torah Study 

 
All Hakafa members are invited to join 

Rabbi Elder via Zoom for one or both of 
our two weekly Torah study sessions.  

 
Tuesday Evening Torah Class:  
7:30 to 8:45 p.m.  
Zoom Meeting ID: 662 730 822 
 
Please Note: Class will NOT meet on 
November 3 and 24. 
 
Wednesday Afternoon Torah Class: 
1:00 to 2:30 p.m.  
Zoom Meeting ID: 813 358 443 
 
Please Note: Class will NOT meet on 
November 25. 

Hebrew Circle 
Zoom Meeting ID: 871 8801 8556 

 
If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners 
welcome!) looking to practice your Hebrew 
with other Hebrew speaking Hakafa 
members, please join us via Zoom on 
Thursday, November 12 at 10:30 a.m. for 
an hour of Hebrew conversation with Rabbi 
Elder! New participants are welcome. 

 

Lunch and Learn:  
Zoom Meeting ID: 821 5540 2577 

 
“Lunch & Learn” will take place via Zoom at noon on Thursday, 
November 12. Bring your own lunch and prepare to participate in a 
lively discussion with Rabbi Elder! New participants are always 
welcome.  

 

Film Group:The Cakemaker  
Zoom Meeting ID: 851 8223 6717  

 
Please join us on Saturday, November 21 at 7:00 p.m. when we screen and discuss The Cakemaker. In this Israeli-
German movie: Oren, a married Israeli man, and Thomas, a young German baker, are having a clandestine affair. 
When Oren suddenly dies, Thomas moves to Jerusalem and slowly enters the life of Oren’s widow. The film won seven 
Ophirs in 2018, including Best Film, Best Director, and Best Actress. The film is a gentle and touching meditation on 
grief, loneliness, and love. 
 
 
We’ll meet on Zoom at 7:00 PM for Havdallah and an introduction, then watch the film on your own, and 
reconvene for discussion after the movie is over. The movie streams on Netflix, Amazon Prime, YouTube, and 
Vudu. 
 
You can watch the trailer at this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9XxLHyzsB_Q. 
 
If you have any questions please feel free to contact Carol McCardell (mccardellcarol@gmail.com).  

 

Midrash Class: 
 Zoom Meeting ID: 696 226 468 

 
Join us via Zoom on Tuesdays, November 3 and 17 at 10:00 a.m. 
to study midrash. Midrash is the creative, interpretative process of 
the rabbis over generations. Through midrash, we see how the 
rabbis saw the text of the Bible - its lessons, it messages, its 
practical applications, and its relevance to them throughout time. 
Through the study of midrash, we will see how much of our 
understanding of the biblical text has been influenced by theirs. 
  

 

Siddur Class 
Zoom Meeting ID: 242 631 590 

 
How many of us know what our Hebrew prayers actually say? How 
many of us know what they mean? Join us via Zoom at 10:00 a.m. 
on Tuesday, November 24 as we explore the Jewish prayer book. 
During each session we will look at prayers in Hebrew, translate 
them together, discuss their theology, and parse what they might 
mean for us today.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9XxLHyzsB_Q
mailto:mccardellcarol@gmail.com


Sunday Morning Adult Education in November 

 

Zoom Meeting ID: 871 3067 5137 
 
Sunday Morning Adult Education will take place via Zoom at 10:30 a.m. on the following Sunday mornings in 
November. All Hakafa adults are invited to participate in our Sunday Morning Adult Education classes led by 
both congregational and community scholars who will delve into a variety of topics of special interest and 
expertise. Feel free to come for one session or for all of them! 
 
 
 

November 1: 
Dr. Claire Sufrin concludes her series on Elie Wiesel: His Life and Work 

 
A young survivor of Auschwitz, Elie Wiesel (1928-2016) dedicated his life to making sure that the world knew 
about the horrors of the Holocaust. Given his dedication to the survival of the Jews and Judaism, he is often 
described as a theologian. But he rarely wrote about God directly. In this second of two sessions, we will continue 
to consider examples of how Wiesel communicated about God indirectly in memoir, novels, and other forms.  
 

Dr. Claire Sufrin is Associate Professor of Instruction in Jewish Studies and Assistant Director of the 
Crown Family Center for Jewish and Israel Studies at Northwestern University. Born and raised in the 
Chicago area, she holds a BA in Religious Studies from Yale University and a PhD in Religious Studies 
from Stanford University. She is the co-editor of “The New Jewish Canon: Ideas and Debates, 1980-
2015,” which was published this summer by Academic Studies Press. 

 
 
 

November 8: 
The Dynamic between Ashkenazic, Sephardic, and 

Mizrachi Communities in Israel with Hen Mazzig 
 

In the context of the race dynamic here in the United States, we want to understand how it plays out in Israel as 
well. To that end, we will be holding three adult learning opportunities throughout the year to explore the nature 
of race and inter-ethnic relations amongst Israel’s diverse populations.  
 
Our first session on November 8 will begin with a discussion of the difference between race and ethnocentrism 
and then jump into Israeli society: What has been the history of the relationship between the Ashkenazic, 
Sephardic, and Mizrachi communities? Is this a race question? An ethnicity question? Something else? How has 
the relationship evolved? Where does it stand now? 
 
Our session will be led by Hen Mazzig, a young Israeli journalist and activist, who will be joining us from Tel 
Aviv. 
 

Hen Mazzig is an Israeli writer, a columnist for the Jewish Journal, and a speaker who has inspired 
thousands around the world with his story. He was named as one of the Top 50 LGBTQ+ Influencers, 
among other awards. He is an energetic activist and an advocate for his people. As the son of Mizrahi 
Jewish refugees from Iraq and North Africa (Berber Jews from Tunisia), Hen has a unique and important 
voice in today’s discussions, sharing his family’s story as part of the 850,000 Jewish refugees from the 
Middle East and North Africa. His award-winning articles have been published in the LA Times, NBC 
News, Haaretz, The Forward, Jewish Chronicle, International Business Times, and more. He has shared 
his story with thousands of students throughout the USA, Canada, and the UK over the last 8 years. 

 
Session Two in our series will include a discussion of Ethiopian Jewry, Hebrew Israelites, and the Bene Israel. 
Our final session will be on Palestinian residents of Israel. Dates TBA. 
 



November 15: 
Hakafa Members elected to Public Office Share Insights 

on the Nature of Local Politics Today 
 

Four of our members hold local elected offices: Barbara Miller, Harriet Rosenthal, Heather Ross, and Nancy 
Rotering. These tumultuous times are posing unique problems and concerns on the local level. Join them for a 
discussion focusing on the roles each of these women play and their concerns and insights. 
 

Barbara Miller is a Glencoe Village Trustee as well as being the Vice President of the Glencoe Plan 
Commission and a member of the Finance Committee. She has recently undertaken the honor of serving 
as Vice President of Hakafa.  

 
Harriet Rosenthal is the current Mayor of the Village of Deerfield. She was elected Mayor of Deerfield 
in April 2009 and is currently serving her third term. She previously served as a Deerfield Village Trustee 
from 1985 to 2009 and as a member of the Deerfield Plan Commission from 1977 to 1985. Harriet is a 
founding member of Hakafa and was the second Congregation President. 
 
Heather Ross was sworn in as a Northbrook Village Trustee in May of 2019. Her current focus as a 
Northbrook Trustee includes passing an affordable housing plan, increasing sustainability efforts, and 
providing anti-racist inclusivity training for the Board of Trustees and Village Staff. She has been a 
member of Congregation Hakafa since 2004.  
 
Nancy Rotering is the current Mayor of the City of Highland Park. She was the first woman elected 
Mayor of Highland Park in April 2011 and was re-elected in April 2015 and again in 2019. She served as 
a Highland Park City Councilman from 2009-2011. Nancy has been a Hakafa member since 2003. 

 
 
 

November 22 
Election Results Analysis with Cameron Joseph 

 
We welcome Cameron Joseph back this year to hear his insights on the election from his unique position of 
being on the road as a reporter with the presidential candidates. 
 

Cameron Joseph is Senior political reporter at Vice News, covering the 2020 election. Publications 
include: Talking Points Memo, New York Daily News, Mashable, The Hill and National Journal. Cameron 
has appeared on numerous radio and TV news programs, including a recent interview on MSNBC's "All 
In with Chris Hayes." Cameron is from Northbrook, and is the son of Hakafa members, Ted and Judith 
Joseph. He attended Hakafa’s Religious School where he also became a bar mitzvah. 

 
 
 
 

Upcoming Sunday Morning Adult Education 

Dates, Presenters, and Topics 
 

Mark your calendars for our next few Sunday Morning Adult Education sessions:  
 

December 6 – David Rieser: Moses Mendelsohn (Part I) 
December 13 – David Rieser: Moses Mendelsohn (Part II) 

January 10 – Rabbi Rachel Mikvah: Dangerous Religious Ideas 
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The greater Chicago area Jewish community has many organizations to which you can turn should 
when you need support. Here are a few of them: 

 
CJE SeniorLife (www.cje.net, 773-508-1000) – Since 1972, CJE SeniorLife has enhanced the lives of older adults and 
their families through a comprehensive network that includes housing, health care, community services, health and 
wellness education, life enrichment programs and applied research.  
 
JCFS Chicago (www.jcfs.org, 855-275-5237) – JCFS Chicago provides caring and healing services to children, teens, 
adults, older adults and families for help with autism, support with advanced illness, special education, individual and 
family counseling, and more.  
 
JCFS Chicago Addiction Services (www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/addiction-services, 847-
745-5422) – JCFS Chicago Addiction Services was created to build a caring community that is aware of and responsive 
to the problem of addiction and to support individuals and families who struggle with addiction.  
 
JCFS Chicago Illness, Loss and Spiritual Support Services (www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-
programs/illness-loss-grief, 847-745-5404) – The staff at JCFS Chicago Illness, Loss and Spiritual Support Services 
provides information about social services, medical resources, and spiritual resources for people who are ill, grieving, or 
serving as caregivers to help in their difficult times. 
 
SHALVA (www.shalvaonline.org, 773-583-4673) - SHALVA offers free, confidential, domestic abuse counseling 
services to the Chicago Jewish Community.  

 
 

Jewish Community Resources 
 

A Just Harvest 
 
Due to COVID-19, A Just Harvest now serves a daily boxed lunch to more than 150 people (no seated dinner). No 
volunteers are permitted in the kitchen, but Hakafa still provides the Sunday lunch on our designated Sundays. 
Volunteers are needed to provide the fried chicken entrée, salad, vegetables, fruit, and dessert on the second 
Sunday morning of the month. The fried chicken needs to be ordered and picked up at 11:00 AM from the Jewel on 
Howard and delivered to A Just Harvest. All other items should be left at A Just Harvest’s door at 10:00 AM. Hakafa’s 
tzedakah fund can reimburse you for expenses, if needed. To sign up to volunteer, go to: http://tinyurl.com/a-just-
harvest. Please contact Monique Parsons (monique.parsons@gmail.com) or Debbie Charen 
(debbie.charen@gmail.com) with any questions. 
 

Relief for Victims of the Fires in Oregon 
 

As the fires in the West are continuing, the needs of the people who have been displaced by them have grown. There 
are a number of organizations accepting donations that will benefit the victims of the fires. Here are three that are local, 
grassroots, and benefiting residents of Oregon: 
 
The Rogue Valley Relief Fund: https://www.mrgfoundation.org/rogue-valley-relief-fund1/ 
Unete's Immigrant Fire Relief Fund: http://uneteoregon.org/ 
OHRA - Options for Helping Residents of Ashland: https://helpingashland.org   

 

Social Action 
 

Curt’s Cafe 
 
Curt’s Café in Highland Park and in Evanston is now open 
8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. for online and walk-up orders for 
carry-out or to eat at a couple of outside tables. They are 
still in need of donations to help them continue to provide 
job skills, life skills, and hope to at-risk young adults. Click 
here (https://curtscafe.org/donate/) to donate. 

 

Bakers, Drivers, and Friendly People 
Needed 

We’re looking for volunteers to bake, buy, and/or 
deliver challah to new members after they join. 
(Hakafa will reimburse costs.) If you’d like to do any 
of these from time to time, please contact Barbara 
Miller (vicepresident@hakafa.org).  

 

http://www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/addiction-services
http://www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/illness-loss-grief
http://www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/illness-loss-grief
http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest
http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest
mailto:monique.parsons@gmail.com
mailto:debbie.charen@gmail.com
https://www.mrgfoundation.org/rogue-valley-relief-fund1/
http://uneteoregon.org/
https://helpingashland.org/


 

Congregation Hakafa Calendar               November 2020 – Cheshvan / Kislev 5781 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 
10:00-11:45 am 
Religious School Classes 
 
10:30 am–12:00 pm 
Adult Education – 
Dr. Claire Sufrin: Elie Wiesel (Part II) 

2 
 
 

3 
 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class  
 
 
4:00-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School 
 

 

4 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study 

5 6    
 

 
 

 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service 

7         
 
9:00 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
 
 
 
5:15 pm 
11th Grade Comparative Religions Field Trip 

8         
 
10:00-11:30 am 
Religious School All-School Family 
Havdallah Program 
 
10:30 am–12:00 pm 
Adult Education – Hen Mazzig: The Dynamic 
Between Ashkenazic, Sephardic, and Mizrachi 
Communities in Israel 
 

9         
 

10               
 
10:00 am 
Mishneh Torah Class  
 
 

4:00-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School 
 

 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study 

11   Veterans Day              
 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study 
 
7:00 pm 
Kesher Event 

12                
 
10:30 am 
Hebrew Circle 
 
12:00 pm 
Lunch & Learn 

13              
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service 

14   
 
 
 
 
 
4:00 pm 
Family Fun Program: Saturday Night Lights  
                                   Havdallah Drive-In 

15   Newsletter Articles Due 
   
10:00-11:45 am 
Religious School Classes 
 

10:30 am–12:00 pm 
Adult Education – Hakafa Members elected 
to Public Office Share Insights on the 
Nature of Local Politics Today 

16       
 

 

17       
 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class  
 
 

4:00-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School 
 

 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study 

18             
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study 

19    
      
 
 

 
4:00 pm 
Hakafa Coffee Klatch 

20          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service –  
Guest Speaker: Essie Shahar-Hill 

21       
 
9:00 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
11:00 am 
Tot Shabbat 

 
7:00 pm 
Film Group 

22    
 

10:00-11:45 am 
Religious School Classes 
 

10:30 am–12:00 pm 
Adult Education –  
Cameron Joseph: Election Results Analysis 
 

1:00 pm 
1st B’nai Mitzvah Workshop 
 

2:00 pm 
High School Service Project I 

23   
 

24       
 
10:00 am 
Siddur Class  

25      26   
 

Thanksgiving Day 

27        
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service 

28         
 
 

29        
 

30    

 
 
 



 

 

Congregation Hakafa Calendar               December 2020 – Kislev / Tevet 5781 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     
 

      

1         
 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class  
 
 
4:00-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School 
 
7:30 pm 
Torah Study 

2       
 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study 

3        
 
 
 

4        
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7:30 pm 
Student-Led Shabbat Service 

5      
 
9:00 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
 
4:00 pm 
Young Adult Pre-Hanukkah Trivia Event 
 

 

6    
10:00-11:45 am 
Religious School Classes 
 

10:30 am–12:00 pm 
Adult Education –  
David Rieser: Moses Mendelsohn (Part I) 
 

1:00 pm 
Congregation Meeting 
 

4:00-5:30 pm 
9th-11th Grade Class Session II 

7  8     
 
10:00 am 
Mishneh Torah Class  
 
 

 
4:00-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School 
 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study 

9 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study 

10 
 
9:00 am 
Nosh & Know  
 
 
 
 

 
1st Night of Hanukkah 

11    
 
 
 
 

7:00 pm – NOTE EARLY START TIME 
Shabbat Service & Congregational  
Hanukkah Celebration 
 

2nd Night of Hanukkah 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3rd Night of Hanukkah 

13    
 

10:00-11:30 am 
Religious School - All-School Family 
Hanukkah/Tikkun Olam Program 
 
10:30 am–12:00 pm 
Adult Education –  
David Rieser: Moses Mendelsohn (Part II) 
 

1:00 pm OR 2:00 pm 
2nd B’nai Mitzvah Workshop 
 

4th Night of Hanukkah 

14 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
5th Night of Hanukkah 

15   Newsletter Articles Due 
 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class  
 
 
4:00-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School 
 
7:30 pm 
Torah Study  
 
 

6th Night of Hanukkah 

16 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study 
 
 
 
  
 

7th Night of Hanukkah 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Last Night of Hanukkah 

18 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service 

19 
 
9:00 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
11:00 am 
Tot Shabbat 

 
 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Film Group  

20 
 
 
  

21 
 
 
  

22 
 
 
  

23 
 
 
  

24 
 
 
  

25 
 

 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service 

26 
 
 
  

27 
 
  

28 29 30 31 
 
 
 

 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Deborah Brown…..……………………………………….…………….President 

Barbara Miller......…………………...…………...………………Vice President 

Ellen Criz.............…………………………………….….....Operations Treasurer 

Allison Stein….……………………………….………………………...Secretary 

Jason Glick…......………………………………..…...…………..Dues Treasurer 

Bonnie Koven & Sally Nador…......……...………….........Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 

The Circle  

November 2020 
Table of Contents 

 
D’varim……………………....….1 

Prayer and Celebration….……2 

Member News…………..……..3 

Chadashot…………………Insert 

Adult Education………………..4 

Sunday Morning Adult 

Education Schedule……...Insert 

Social Action……………………5 

Jewish Community Resources.5 

November Calendar……...Insert 

December Calendar…......Insert 

 

mailto:conghakafa@hakafa.org
mailto:music@hakafa.org

