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BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

D’varim 
 

Samira and the Tree of Life 
 

I am writing this reflection on the anniversary of the Tree of Life Synagogue massacre. One year ago, a man 

barged into Shabbat morning services in the Pittsburgh-area synagogue and began shooting, killing eleven people and 

wounding seven others. Rona and I were having breakfast that morning with friends who were visiting from 

Pittsburgh. One had been the Education Director at Tree of Life until just months before the attack. She had been at the 

shul the week before with other acquaintances of ours. Family members were texting our friends throughout our meal, 

relaying the entire drama as it was unfolding. It was surreal and sad and maddening. It continues to be as such, even a 

year later. 

Strangely, as the anniversary of the Tree of Life attack has been approaching, my mind has not been focused 

on the direct victims of the tragedy, as much as I hope their memories will continue to be a blessing to us all. Nor have 

I been ruminating on the realization that our entire American way of life was victimized that day, just as it is every 

time someone decides to brutalize a people deemed “different” or “undesirable” by a hateful ideology or dogmatist.  

Rather, I have been thinking about Samira. 

Samira Abderahman is one of three women who recently visited Hakafa as part of a Sunday morning 

discussion about being Muslim in America today. Dilnaz Wariach, Kimberly Rihman, and Samira walked us through 

their lives, offering family narratives, sharing experiences both unique to each of them and common to all of them, and 

reflecting on the vagaries of everyday existence all Americans endure. Samira was born in Africa. She immigrated to 

the United States as a young girl. She is a successful, young woman who appears to have taken full advantage of the 

opportunities afforded her. She is modern and traditional at the same time. Being Muslim is profoundly important to 

her. So is being American. 

During our time together, I asked Samira how she navigated the current American landscape as an immigrant, 

a Muslim, a woman, and someone who is Black. Her answer left me shaking my head. “As soon as you realize that 

everyone hates you for some reason,” she remarked, “you learn how to deal with it.” 

Samira should not have had to learn how to deal with it. No one should have to.  

Hatred, for some reason, is in our DNA. It has fueled atrocities and motivated genocides, driven despots and 

powered empires. Effective manipulators are tapping into it in our own society today, driving members of a disaffected 

white majority to thrust their misplaced angers and disappointments upon vulnerable populations instead of on the real 

reasons for their disaffection. The result?  

Immigrants are suffering. African Americans are suffering. Muslims are suffering. Many women are suffering. 

Other minorities are suffering. And we Jews are suffering, too. Hatred, it seems, currently animates so much of both 

American and world affairs. 

That is not the case with Samira. She refuses to let the hatred directed toward her define her. “I see it is as a 

social phenomenon, a cultural phobia, and not as a personal attack,” she commented to me a few days ago. “They don’t 

hate me personally; they don’t even know me. So, I try to let people in a bit in order to counteract the phenomenon and 

the phobia.” She concluded, “In the end, you realize it is their problem, not yours, and you move on.” 

Samira is right - It is their problem. And so, after a year of terrorist attacks on us and on other peoples across 

America: 

We, too, must move on, even as we fight our own tendencies to hate and disparage. 

We, too, must move on, and work to elevate understanding, reason, goodness, and truth above dispiriting 

narratives that continue to demean and diminish. 

We, too, must move on, remembering that, ultimately, we are the builders of both bridges and walls and the 

deciders of which will endure. 

Eitz Chayim He: It is a Tree of Life for those who hold fast to it. 

As-salamu Alaikum, Samira. May peace be upon you. 

 
-Rabbi Bruce Elder 

 

 
1
 Griffin, Julia (July 2, 2019). "Drag Queen Story Hour offers a different kind of page-turner". PBS NewsHour. 

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/drag-queen-story-hour-offers-a-different-kind-of-page-turner


Congregation Hakafa’s Shabbat Shechina: 
Drag Queen Story Hour 

 

 
 

 
Saturday, November 2 - 11:00 a.m. 

Curt's Café Highland Park (1766 Second Street) 
 

A morning of stories and crafts for families 
led by a special guest from Chicago's Drag Queen Story Hour!  

 
Drag Queen Story Hour helps children develop 
empathy, learn about gender diversity and difference, 
and tap into their own creativity. It can also be life-
changing and ultimately life-saving for LGBTQ kids 
and teens, kids with LGBTQ parents or family 

members, and anyone who feels different because of their identity or interests 
or who may not otherwise see themselves reflected in the broader culture. 

 

Set your imagination free! 
 
 

Sponsored by Congregation Hakafa's LGBTQ Initiative        
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Friday Night Services     
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at the 
Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the following 
evenings: 
  
November 1  Shabbat Noach 
7:30 p.m.  Torah Portion: Genesis 6:9:11-32 

Haftarah: Isaiah 54:1-55:5 
 
November 8  Shabbat Lech L’cha 
7:30 p.m.   Torah Portion:  Genesis 12:1-17:27 

Haftarah: Isaiah 40:27-41:16 
 Please note different location: Takiff Center 
  
November 15  Shabbat Vayeira  
7:30 p.m.   Torah Portion:  Genesis 18:1:22:24 

Haftarah: II Kings 4:1-37  
 Student-led Shabbat service  
  
November 22  Parshat Chayei Sarah 
7:30 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Genesis 23:1-25:18 

Haftarah: I Kings 1:1-31  
 
November 29  Parshat Toledot 
7:30 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Genesis 25:19-28:9 

Haftarah: Malachi 1:1-2:7   
 

  
 

 
   

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 
Share Your Holidays  

 
If you would like to host a fellow 
congregant for a holiday meal, or if you 
need or want a place to go for the 
holidays, please contact Sylvia 
Dresser at 847-945-6095. 
 

Oneg Hosts Needed: We are 

looking for hosts for Friday 

evening onegs   

for the upcoming year. 
 
Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a 
wonderful way to help support Hakafa 
and is also a nice way to celebrate a 
bar/bat mitzvah, birthday, anniversary, 
or other special occasion with the 
congregation. Many people honor the 
memory of a loved one on his/her 
yahrzeit by hosting an oneg.  
 
If you would like to host an oneg, 
please sign up at this link 
(http://tinyurl.com/oneg-hosting) or 
contact one of our Volunteer Oneg 
Coordinators via email at 
oneg@hakafa.org.  
 
You can also contact them by phone: 
Suzanne/Rick Shore (847-722-6797) 
or Ilene Holt-Turner (847-409-6022). 
  
 

Prayer and Celebration 
 

Shabbat Morning Minyan: 
 
Please join us at 8:30 a.m. on 
Saturdays, November 2 and 16 at the 
home of Barbara and Allen 
Anderson (849 Oak Drive, Glencoe) 
for our November Shabbat morning 
minyanim. This hour-long service and 
study is a wonderful opportunity to 
enhance your celebration of Shabbat. 
People of all ages are encouraged and 
welcome to join us.  

 

Live Streaming of Worship Services 
 

If you are unable to make it to our worship services, but would like to 
participate from your home, you can watch a live-stream of them. We 
are now streaming our services through Facebook Live on the 
Hakafa Facebook Page.   
 
Go to www.hakafa.org and click on the “listen now” icon on the home 
page for instructions. OR - You can go directly to Hakafa’s Facebook 
Page: https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?fref=ts.  
If this link does not work, you can always go to Facebook and search 
for “Congregation Hakafa.”  
 
Once you are on Hakafa’s Facebook Page, scroll through the news 
feed until you come to the service for which you are looking. If you 
would like to receive notifications whenever Hakafa is "live" on 

Facebook, click on the  icon near the top of the Hakafa Facebook 
Page, then click on "Following," and then set your notifications.  

 

Kulanu Across the Globe Shabbat 
 
Join us at our November 15, student-led Shabbat service (7:30 p.m. at the Winnetka Community House) as we 
participate in Kulanu Across the Globe. Kulanu (Hebrew for “all of us”) is an organization that supports isolated, 
emerging, and returning Jewish communities around the world. Hakafa has been deeply involved with Kulanu over the 
years, and we are one of thirty-six communities across the globe participating in a unity Shabbat, drawing attention to 
the rich tapestry of Jewish peoplehood that spans all continents. 
 
Our service will include a story tied to international Jewry, a slide presentation of different Jewish communities, and the 
ability to hear unique music from other Jewish cultures. We will conclude the evening with an opportunity to create 
Shabbat Shalom cards that we will send to congregations around the world. 
 

 

mailto:oneg@hakafa.org
https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?fref=ts
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Prayer and Celebration (continued) 
 

Thank You to: 
 
 

Everyone who volunteered their time and efforts to 
make our High Holidays the beautiful and special 
occasions that they were this year  
 
Everyone who helped to build and take down the 
congregation’s Sukkah  
 
All of our fabulous Torah Readers on Simchat 
Torah  
 
Julian Solway, Bibi Patt, Danny Patt, Eli Elder, and 
members of Maxwell Street Klezmer Band for their 
Simchat Torah music 
 
Liz and Sam Goldman for providing a beautiful 
Kiddush after our Shmini Atzeret Yizkor Services 

 

Chesed 
 
Chesed is our  attempt to reach out to one another. If you 
know of anyone in our congregation who is in crisis who could 
benefit from support, such as a visit, delivery and/or 
preparation of meals, or a ride to a health care appointment, 
please contact Ana Bensinger (anabensinger@att.net or 
847-926-3223) or Anita Goldberg (anitagoldberg@gmail.com 
or 847-432-8973). You can also contact either of them if you 
would like to volunteer. 

 

Glencoe Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
 
Everyone is invited to attend the Glencoe Interfaith Thanksgiving service on Sunday, November 24 at 7:00 p.m., 
hosted this year by the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). Contact Sara 
Goodman (music@hakafa.org or 847-274-7166) if you are interested in participating in the community-wide choir 
coming together to sing at the service. 

Mazal Tov to: 
 
Annette Turow on the birth of Liv Miriam Turow-
Paul to Eve Turow-Paul and Jason Paul. 
 
Joel and Lynn Sanders on the marriage of their 
son, Jordan, to Ivana Palčić 
 
Deborah and Mitch Brown on the birth of their 
grandchild, Cyrus Wax White.  

Mazal Tov on Becoming a  
Bar Mitzvah: 

 
Asher Jacobson – November 9 

 

Member News  
 

Condolences to: 
 
Henry Criz and Dena Weisbard on the loss of their 
step-mother, Gladys Criz. 
 
Ken Pinkus and family on the loss of his mother, 
Lois Pinkus. 
 
Devi Stern and family on the loss of her husband, 
Martin Stern. 

 

Please Help Us in Welcoming our   
New Members: 

 
Carol & Stephen Cann 
 
Beth & Brian Gottlieb and their children, Bradley, Jason, & 
Lauren 
 
Diane Kaiser Johnson 
 
Peggy & Bob Kimble 
 
Michelle Suran & Jerry Kohn 
 

Thank You from Elaine Friedman 
 
 
To My Hakafa Family: 
  
A note of thanks to those of you who were there for us during 
our long ordeal by helping with meals and other necessities. 
Moreover, we appreciated all of the visits and the many hours 
of help. It helped ease our burden, and we are grateful.  
 
In addition, thank you to those of you who attended Jerry’s 
funeral, shiva, made contributions, and sent notes of 
admiration in his honor/memory to our Hakafa that he loved 
so much. I must also thank the congregants who spent 
precious time attending to Jerry’s casket prior to the funeral. 
  
Please accept my deepest gratitude in helping me to move 
on. 
  
With love, 
Elaine Friedman 
 

mailto:anabensinger@att.net
mailto:anitagoldberg@gmail.com
mailto:music@hakafa.org
https://www.facebook.com/ivana.palcic.9?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCDZWB1SaIxQ_u4_mWVih33hOZLIuFcVWfwyYQnnaeBvaWmyZRzNMLrFSG8yW2rJIj7nJLNbnIQhLnX&fref=mentions
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Member News (continued) 

 

Hakafa Location Accessibility Guide 
 
The information provided below is designed to give general information about accessibility at the locations where we 
hold services, classes, programs, and events. For specific questions, please contact our office (admin@hakafa.org or 
847-242-0687) or the actual location.  
 

 A Just Harvest (www.ajustharvest.org): Accessible building with street parking. 
 Anderson Household (caabaa@sbcglobal.net): Ranch house with no steps. Two cats present. 
 Curt’s Café Highland Park (www.curtscafe.org): Accessible building. 
 Davis Household (ablakleydavis@gmail.com): Ranch House with no steps. Dogs and cats present. 
 North Shore United Methodist Church (www.nsumcglencoe.org): No steps into the building; two-step 

stairway inside building (ramp available); elevator available (with help for the door) to second floor. 
 Office of Ned Robertson (nrobertson595@gmail.com): 17

th
 floor of accessible building 

 Robertson Household (mrobertson595@gmail.com): No steps into the house. 
 Takiff Center (www.glencoeparkdistrict.com/Facilities/Takiff-Center): Accessible building; programs that take 

place on the second floor accessible by elevator – a short walk on the second level to classrooms.  
 Winnetka Community House (www.winnetkacommunityhouse.org): Ramp into building. 
 Winnetka Public Library (http://www.winnetkalibrary.org/): Accessible building. 

 
 
Please note: Large print prayer books are available at Shabbat Services. 

 

Accessibility at Hakafa 
 
If you become aware of any accessibility issues within the congregation, we hope you will share them with us by 
speaking confidentially with one of our Chesed Committee Chairs, Ana Bensinger (anabensinger@att.net or 847-926-
3223) or Anita Goldberg (anitagoldberg@gmail.com or 847-432-8973). We thank you for your help in making our 
congregation welcoming and accessible to all. 

 

Film Group  
 

Please join us when we screen Sara Stein: Shalom 
Berlin, Shalom Tel Aviv on Saturday, November 9 at 
7:00 p.m. at our offices at the North Shore United 
Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). Sara 
Stein is a young Jewish homicide detective in current-
day Germany tasked with solving the murder of Tamar, 
a wild Israeli DJ who is a star of the Berlin club scene.  
All clues seem to point to Tamar’s Palestinian lover, 
Khalid, but Ms. Stein wants to be absolutely sure that 
she has the right man.   
 
Come for dinner at 6:00 p.m!  We’ll be ordering pizza 
from Little Red Hen. Please R.S.V.P. to Carol 
McCardell (mcsolomon@comcast.net or 847-727-
0029) for dinner ($5 per person). Or, simply come for 
the movie at 7:00.   Feel free to bring friends, family, 
beverages, salad (especially welcome), or a nosh, but 
please no popcorn. 
 

 

Can You Provide a Meal  

to a Fellow Congregant?   
 

The Chesed committee at Hakafa works to respond to a 
wide range of situations and events that occur in the lives 
of our members.  One of our most important activities is 
providing meals to folks who are sick or recovering from 
surgery.  Even just a bowl of chicken soup!  All of us who 
have helped a fellow congregant in this way have left 
feeling so very nourished ourselves!  Please contact us if 
we can add your name to our list of volunteers.   
 
If you would prefer to pay for a meal instead, you can 
send a check to Congregation Hakafa and write "Rabbi's 
Discretionary Fund - Chesed" on the memo line. Thank 
you for your participation in this important mitzvah.  
 
Contact Anita Goldberg (anitagoldberg@gmail.com) or 
Ana Bensinger (anabensinger@att.net) with questions.   

 

mailto:admin@hakafa.org
http://www.ajustharvest.org/
mailto:caabaa@sbcglobal.net
mailto:nrobertson595@gmail.com
http://www.winnetkalibrary.org/
mailto:anabensinger@att.net
mailto:anitagoldberg@gmail.com
mailto:mcsolomon@comcast.net
mailto:anabensinger@att.net
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Note from the Director of Education 

 

A big Todah Rabah (thank you) for all of you 

who donated items for our participation in the 

One Mitzvah, One Community initiative with 

other synagogues, schools, and organizations 

across the greater Chicago area! As part of 

this project, we helped to supply needed 

toiletries and writing implements to the 

Interfaith Welcome Coalition of San Antonio, 

Texas, for inclusion in the backpack kits they 

distribute to hundreds of refugees and asylum 

seekers - mainly women and children - each 

week. Our students packed 400 baggies of 

supplies at Religious School on October 6! 

What a great effort by all! 
 

This month we will be having our first of two 

student-led services on November 15. Please 

sign up your child/ren by November 1! All ages 

are welcome, and the students will sit together 

as a combined group. It is a wonderful 

opportunity for them to lead prayers and also 

understand the traditions of our service.  
 

Just a reminder that because of the 

Thanksgiving holiday, we will not have 

Religious School on Sundays, November 24 

and December 1, and there will be no Hebrew 

School on November 26. 
 

On behalf of our Religious School, I would like 

to wish all of our Hakafa families a Happy 

Thanksgiving and a wonderful November! 

        

L’shalom,  

Bibi 

 

 
 

  B’nai Mitzvah Workshop 
 

Rabbi Elder will be holding a series of four 

workshops that will take the families of 

students whose b’nai mitzvah celebrations 

will be taking place in the year after May 

2019 through the Shabbat service. 

Beginning Sunday, November 10 at 12:15 

pm at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay 

Road, Glencoe) and continuing 

periodically throughout the year, Rabbi 

Elder will break down a section of the 

Shabbat service, explain its themes and its 

language, and provide an opportunity for 

families to look through various books and 

publications in order to begin thinking 

about how to personalize the service. By 

the end of the series, each family will have 

the tools to complete the Shabbat service 

for their upcoming celebration. The 

workshop series is geared toward students 

and their parents. If you have any 

questions, please contact Rabbi Elder at 

rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Student-Led 

Shabbat Service 

and Oneg 

 

Please join us on Friday, November 15 at 

7:30 pm at the Winnetka Community House 

(620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) for Shabbat 

Services at which our Religious School and 

Hebrew School students will help lead the 

service. Services will be followed by a 

special oneg in their honor, hosted by our 

students’ families! We look forward to 

sharing a wonderful evening together. 
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Sunday Morning Adult Education: November Schedule  
10:35 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 

 
Beginning this month, we will offer two simultaneous Sunday Morning Adult Education options from which to 
choose. All Hakafa adults are invited to participate in these classes led by both congregational and community 

scholars who will delve into a variety of topics of special interest and expertise. Feel free to come for one 
session or for all of them!! 

 
November 3:  
Option 1:  
Join us in Community Room 1 where Dr. David Shyovitz returns for 3 sessions in November (11/3, 11/10, 11/17) to 
present “Jewish Mysticism: Between Tradition & Transformation.” Since biblical times, a succession of visionaries, 
magicians, prophets, and aspiring messiahs have profoundly shaped the nature of Jewish belief and practice. But the 
meaning and boundaries of this Jewish mystical tradition (what would eventually come to be called Kabbalah) has 
always been contested--both within Jewish communities, and between Jews and their Christian and Muslim neighbors. 
This 3-session course will survey some of the key texts, doctrines, practices, and figures of Jewish mysticism, and will 
explore the dynamics of this vibrant, but also fraught, element of Jewish culture and society. 

 
Dr. Shyovitz (Ph.D. University of Pennsylvania, 2011) studies the intellectual and cultural history of the Jews of medieval and early 
modern Europe. His particular interests include German Pietism (Hasidut Ashkenaz), the history of "nature" and "the body," the 
history of law, and Jewish-Christian relations. His current book project examines medieval Jewish understandings of the natural 
world and explores the ways in which Jewish and Christian thinkers distinguished "nature" from "the supernatural." From 2008-2010, 
he was a fellow at the Center for Jewish Law at the Cardozo School of Law in New York. He has also held fellowships from the 
Wexner Foundation, the Institute for Christian and Jewish Studies, and the ATID Foundation in Jerusalem. 
 
Option 2: 
Join us in Community Room 2 when a professional from JCFS (Jewish Child & Family Services) will present a 
program on “Parenting with a Plan: Boundaries, Discipline, and Family Values.” There are dozens of parenting 
philosophies and hundreds of parenting books, yet when we are face to face with our children it can be hard to figure 
out what to do and how to respond. This program will provide a framework for identifying your values and learning how 
they can work in your daily life. Articulate your own values and goals; they are best guides you can have in the small 
and large decisions parents make every day.  
 

November 10: 
Option 1:  
Join us in Community Room 1 where Dr. David Shyovitz will continue with Part II of his class on “Jewish 
Mysticism: Between Tradition & Transformation.” 

 
Option 2:  
Join us in Community Room 2 where Hakafa member, Rachel Nador, will lead a Needle-Felting Workshop. 
Come create a  needle felted rabbi mini figure!   Needle   felting  is the addictive craft that involves taking soft wool and 
felting it by stabbing the wool with special needles with tiny barbs. Beginners are welcome and all materials will be 
provided. 
 
Rachel  Nador is an Evanston-based 3D graphics artist who is  obsessed with  needle  felting. Some of her  needle felting work can 
be seen on Instagram @micromakery. 

 
November 17: 
Option 1:  
Join us in Community Room 1 where Dr. David Shyovitz will conclude the series with Part III of his class on “Jewish 
Mysticism: Between Tradition & Transformation.” 

 
Option 2:   
Join us in Community Room 2 where A Panel from Sharsheret will discuss “What’s Jewish About Breast & 
Ovarian Cancer.” Learn information about women’s health and Sharsheret resources throughout the community. The 
panel will include Dr. Raanan Alter, Clinical Instructor and Fellow in Gynecology Oncology at University of Chicago 
Medicine, Heidi Schrage, Breast Cancer Survivor, and Eve Kleinerman, Illinois Regional Director at Sharsheret.  

 
Sharsheret, Hebrew for chain, is the only national organization supporting Jewish women and families, of all backgrounds, facing 
breast and ovarian cancer—those who are diagnosed and those at high risk. To date, Sharsheret has served close to 
70,000 women, families, health care professionals, community leaders, and students from all 50 states. All Sharsheret programs 
serve all women and men. 

 

Sunday Morning Adult Ed 
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Adult Education 
 

Hebrew Circle 
 
If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners welcome!) 
looking to practice your Hebrew with other Hebrew 
speaking Hakafa members, please join us on Thursday, 
November 7 at 10:30 a.m. at the office of Brad Reiff 
(332 S. Michigan Avenue, 13

th
 floor, Chicago) for an hour 

of Hebrew conversation with Rabbi Elder! New 
participants are welcome. 
 
 

Lunch and Learn in the Loop 
 
“Lunch & Learn in the Loop” will take place at noon on 
Thursday, November 7 at the office of Ned 
Robertson (330 N. Wabash Avenue, Suite 1700, 
Chicago). Bring your own lunch and prepare to 
participate in a lively discussion with Rabbi Elder! New 
participants are always welcome. 
 

Nosh and Know on the North Shore 
 
“Nosh & Know on the North Shore” will take place on 
Thursday, November 21 at 9:00 a.m. at the home of 
Cookie and Ned Robertson (211 Dennis Lane, 
Glencoe). Join us for a lively conversation with Rabbi 
Elder! New participants are always welcome.  
 

 

Mishneh Torah Class 
 
Our November sessions of Mishneh Torah (Jewish law) 
class will be held on Tuesdays, November 5 and 19 at 
10:30 a.m. at the home of Allison Blakley Davis & 
Kenneth Davis (2940 Moon Hill Drive, Northbrook). 
Come join us and Rabbi Elder to learn more about what 
Halacha has to say on almost every aspect of life. 

 

The Siddur: It’s Meaning and Theology 
 
How many of us know what our Hebrew prayers actually 
say? How many of us know what they mean? Join us at 
10:15 a.m. on Tuesdays, November 12 and 26 at the 
North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel 
Avenue, Glencoe) as we explore the Jewish prayer 
book. During each session we will look at prayers in 
Hebrew, translate them together, discuss their theology, 
and parse what they might mean for us today.  

 

Two Weekly Opportunities for  
Torah Study 

 
Tuesday Evening Torah Class:  
7:30 to 8:45 p.m. 
North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  
Our class on November 12 will take place in the 
Lloyd Room at the Winnetka Public Library (768 Oak 
Street, Winnetka).   
 
Wednesday Afternoon Torah Class: 
1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  
Class will not meet on Wednesday, November 27.   
 

 
 

Midrash Class 
 
Join us on Tuesday mornings from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. 
at the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 
Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) to study midrash. Midrash is 
the creative, interpretative process of the rabbis over 
generations. Through midrash, we see how the rabbis 
saw the text of the Bible - its lessons, it messages, its 
practical applications, and its relevance to them 
throughout time. Through the study of midrash, we will 
see how much of our understanding of the biblical text 
has been influenced by theirs.  
 

 

Volunteers Needed to Help at A Just Harvest 
 
Good news! We have a NEW fried chicken provider for our monthly meal at A Just Harvest Community 
Kitchen. The Jewel/Osco in Gateway Plaza, 1763 Howard St., is a reliable, more affordable source and is 
getting rave reviews from A Just Harvest guests. Volunteers are needed on all dates for the upcoming 
year. NO FINANCIAL OBLIGATION necessary! Hakafa is reimbursing full cost of the chicken, and servers 
are always needed.  
 
Contact Monique Parsons (monique.parsons@gmail.com) or Debbie Charen  (debbie.charen@gmail.com) 
with questions. Sign up here: http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest 
 

Social Action 
 

mailto:monique.parsons@gmail.com
mailto:debbie.charen@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest
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Come to the Chicago Premiere of Witness at Tornillo 
 
Please join us on Wednesday, November 20 at 7:00 p.m. at the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel 
Avenue, Glencoe) for an exclusive, one-night showing of Witness at Tornillo, a documentary that proves just how 
powerful the actions of one person can be. The film chronicles the experience of Joshua Rubin, a Brooklyn resident 
who traveled to Tornillo, TX in October 2018 to protest the Trump “family separation policy,” and the Witness 
Movement that he inspired. Please plan to join us after the film to meet Joshua himself. He will answer questions about 
his experiences protesting the concentration camps in both Tornillo and Homestead, FL and discuss the next steps in 
fighting to protect asylum-seeking children that have been so ruthlessly used without compunction, both as a deterrent 
to those fleeing Central America and as bait for ICE apprehensions within the United States. 

       
 
 

Social Action (continued) 
 

Volunteers Needed to Help with Family Promise: November 10-17 
 
Help families who are homeless! Family Promise is an interfaith network of congregations that helps families in 
homeless situations return quickly to permanent housing. The churches and synagogues in the Family Promise 
network rotate the responsibility of housing and feeding the guest families. Typically, families are housed at each 
congregation for a week, remaining there between 5:30 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.  
 
The North Shore United Methodist Church (NSUMC) in Glencoe and Hakafa members will be hosting Family 
Promise at NSUMC from November 10-17. We have opportunities available to donate food, prepare meals, enjoy 
dinner with the guests, and stay overnight at the church. This is a great opportunity for Hakafa members, of all ages, to 
volunteer in our own community! Please contact Hakafa member, Peggy Salamon (312-286-4055 or 
peggysalamon@me.com), for more details.  
 
To sign up, go to:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084BABA72DA20-november1 
 
 

Hakafa Serves Breakfast at The Crib (The Night Ministry): Volunteers Needed 
 
This year, Hakafa will once again be serving breakfast at The Crib - The Night Ministry’s LGBTQ shelter in Uptown 
on the following Sunday mornings: January 5, March 22, April 5, May 3, May 24, June 7 and July 5. We are 
looking for three to four volunteers, age 25 and older, to assist in bringing and serving breakfast from 7:00 to 9:00 
a.m. in Uptown on these Sundays. Please contact Barb Scott (bams457@gmail.com 847-707- 5795) to sign up to 
help. 
 
The Night Ministry is a Chicago-based organization that works to provide housing, health care and human connection to members of the Chicago 
community struggling with poverty or homelessness. Here is the link to the Night Ministry’s website: https://www.thenightministry.org/ 

  

 
Jewish Community Resources 

 
CJE Senior Life (cje.net, 773.508.1000) – Since 1972, CJE SeniorLife has enhanced the lives of older adults and their 
families through a comprehensive network that includes housing, health care, community services, health and wellness 
education, life enrichment programs and applied research.  
 
Jewish Center for Addiction (jcfs.org/Jewish-addiction, 847-745-5422) – The Jewish Center for Addiction (a program 
of Jewish Child and Family Service) was created to build a caring community that is aware of and responsive to the 
problem of addiction and to support individuals and families who struggle with addiction.  
  
Jewish Child and Family Service (jcfs.org, 855-275-5237) - Jewish Child & Family Services (JCFS) provides caring 
and healing services to children, teens, adults, older adults and families for help with autism, support with advanced 
illness, special education, individual and family counseling, and more.  
 
Jewish Healing Network (847.745.5404) – A program of JCFS, the Network’s staff provides information about social 
services, medical resources, and spiritual resources for people who are ill, grieving, or serving as care-givers to help in 
their difficult times. 
 
Shalva (shalvaonline.org, 773-583-4673) - SHALVA offers free, confidential, domestic abuse counseling services to 
the Chicago Jewish Community.  
 

 

mailto:bams457@gmail.com
https://www.thenightministry.org/


 

 

 

Congregation Hakafa Calendar              November 2019 – Cheshvan / Kislev 5780 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
           1            

 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

2            
 

8:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson) 
 

11:00 am 
Shabbat Shechinah: Drag Queen Story Hour 
(Curt’s Café, Highland Park) 

3   
 
 

9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Adult Ed (TC) 

• Dr. David Shyovitz - Jewish Mysticism: 
Between Tradition & Transformation (Pt I) 

• JCFS – Parenting with a Plan: Boundaries, 
Discipline, and Family Values 

 

4        
 
 
 

5     
 

9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:30 am 
Mishneh Torah Class 
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis) 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

6      
 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
 

7       
 
10:30 am 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 
12:00 pm 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 
(Office of Ned Robertson) 

 
 
 
 

8      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (TC) 
 *NOTE LOCATION* 

9    

 
Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Asher Jacobson (AM) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

10    Family Promise at NSUMC      
 

9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Adult Ed (TC)  

• Dr. David Shyovitz - Jewish Mysticism: 
Between Tradition & Transformation (Pt II) 

• Rachel Nador – Needle-Felting Workshop 
 

12:15 pm 
1st B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC) 

11   Family Promise at NSUMC 

 

        Veterans Day 

12   Family Promise at NSUMC        
 
9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:15 am 
Siddur Class (NSUMC) 
 
4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 pm 
Torah Study (Winnetka Public Library) 

13   Family Promise at NSUMC       
 

 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

14  Family Promise at NSUMC    
 
 
 
 

15   Family Promise at NSUMC    

 
 
 
 

Newsletter Articles Due 
 
 

 
7:30 pm 
Student-Led Shabbat Service and 
“Kulanu Across the Globe” Shabbat (WCH) 

16  Family Promise at NSUMC    
 
8:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson) 

 
 
 

 

17   Family Promise at NSUMC    
 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:35 am-12:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Adult Ed (TC)  

• Dr. David Shyovitz - Jewish Mysticism: 
Between Tradition & Transformation (Pt III) 

• Sharsheret Panel – What’s Jewish About 
Breast & Ovarian Cancer 

18 
 
 

19 
9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:30 am 
Mishneh Torah Class 
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis) 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

20 
 

 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Chicago Premiere of “Witness at Tornillo”  
(NSUMC) 

21      
 
9:00 am 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie & Ned Robertson) 

 

22 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

23 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
 

 
 
7:00 pm 
Glencoe Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
(NSUMC) 

25 26 
 
9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:15 am 
Siddur Class (NSUMC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

27 
 
 

28   Thanksgiving 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service – Guest Speaker:  
Rabbi Jessica Kessler Marshall (WCH) 

30 

TC = Glencoe Park District Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
WCH = Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
NSUMC = North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 



 

 

Congregation Hakafa Calendar               December 2019 – Kislev / Tevet 5780 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1        
 
 

2      3         
 
9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:30 am 
Mishneh Torah Class 
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis) 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

4       
 
 

 

 

 

1:00 pm 

Torah Study (NSUMC) 

5        
 

10:30 am 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 
12:00 pm 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

6        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 
Guest Speaker: Scholar-in-Residence,  
Father John Pawlikowski 

7      

 

8:30 am 

Shabbat Morning Minyan 

(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm 
Scholar-in-Residence Program 

8    

 

9:45 am-12:00 pm 

Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm – Adult Ed (TC) 

Scholar-in-Residence, Father John 
Pawlikowski – Caring for Creation: How the 
Jewish Tradition Can Help Christianity 
 

 

4:00-6:15 pm 

9th-11th Grade Class Session II (NSUMC) 

9  10     

 
 

 

 

 

 

4:15-6:00 pm 

Hebrew School (TC) 

11 

 
 

 
1:00 pm 

Torah Study (NSUMC) 

 

12   13    

 
 
 

 

 

6:15 pm 

Congregation Meeting (WCH) 

 

7:30 pm 

Shabbat Service (WCH) 

14 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

15   Newsletter Articles Due 
 

9:45 am-12:00 pm 

Religious School (TC) 

 

10:35 am-12:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Adult Ed (TC)  

• Rev. Mitchell Brown – The Life of Martin 
Buber 

• JCFS – Parenting in a Challenging World 
 

12:15 pm OR 1:30 pm 

2nd B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC) 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

17 
 
9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:30 am 
Mishneh Torah Class 
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis) 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

18 

 
 

 
1:00 pm 

Torah Study (NSUMC) 

19 
 

9:00 am 

Nosh & Know on the North Shore 

(Home of Cookie Robertson) 

20 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

7:30 pm 

Shabbat Service (WCH) 

21 

 
 

22 
 

 

 

1st Night of Hanukkah 

23 
 

 

 

2nd Night of Hanukkah 

24 
 

 

 

3rd Night of Hanukkah 

25 
 

 

 

4thNight of Hanukkah 

26 
 

 

 

5thNight of Hanukkah 

27 
 

 

7:30 pm 

Shabbat Service & Congregational  

Hanukkah Celebration (WCH) 

 

6thNight of Hanukkah 

28 
 

 

 

7thNight of Hanukkah 

29 
 

 

Last Night of Hanukkah 

30 31  



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Nancy Goodman………………………………………….…………….President 

Deborah Brown.....…………………...…………...………………Vice President 

Ellen Criz.............…………………………………….….....Operations Treasurer 

Rachel Nador…………………………………………………………...Secretary 

Heather Harris....………………………………..…...…………..Dues Treasurer 

Bonnie Koven & Sy Rothstein….....……...………….........Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 
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