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Bruce Elder, Rabbi                                                                Robert J. Marx z”l, Founding Rabbi 

I Shouldn’t Have Looked Up, But I’m Glad I Did 
 

I did not like Don’t Look Up. I found the premise tiring, the plot laborious, the satire pediatric, and 

the acting subpar. Save for a few laughs here and there, I spent the first half of the movie waiting for it to 

begin and the second half waiting for it to end. Do we really need another film anticipating the end of days 

or ruminating on human tomfoolery in the face of that end? Meryl Streep, what were you thinking? 

That being said, there was one scene that genuinely moved me, trite as it might be. Instead of joining 

the thrum of human panic as catastrophe loomed, a particular family chose to cook a nice meal, sit around 

the dinner table, and talk. They expressed gratitude for each other and for what was important in their lives. 

They apologized for wrongs and asked forgiveness from those whom they hurt. They offered prayers. They 

looked into each other’s eyes. They laughed. They held hands. They loved. Amidst the chaos of a world run 

amok, they found joy in the simplicity of being together. Too bad they had to wait for an act of destruction 

in order to find it. 

But we don’t have to. 

Twentieth century American journalist Christopher Morley once observed, “If we discovered that we 

only had five minutes left to say all that we wanted to say, every telephone booth would be occupied by 

people calling other people to stammer that they loved them.”1  

Why do we wait until then?  

I appreciate that my question is as cliched as the movie I critique. And yet, I still must ask it. Two 

years into this pandemic, with every imaginable stressor absorbed into our psyches, too many of us are 

either too agitated, too tired, or too resigned to do the important work of healing wounds or mending 

damaged relationships. We are so caught up in our pain, fear, anger, longing, and isolation – in our 

languishing, as the New York Times2 suggests – that we are often paralyzed by apathy or stuck in a state of 

permanent waiting: Waiting for COVID to end, for a return to normalcy, for others to see the error of their 

ways, or for a time when we can just move on with our lives. But how much of our suffering is self-

inflicted? What blame have we laid at the foot of the pandemic, the political situation, or anything else for 

that matter that we could actually be addressing but are too self-absorbed to do so? If ever there was a time 

to break through the malaise of inaction, it is at this very point in time – a New Year, a new day, another 

chance at a fresh start. 

So much of our lives is beyond our control. How we act, however, is not. Nor is how we respond to, 

what we say to, or what we do for others. Nor is whom or how we love. Why not assert control over what 

we can? Why not do so now? 

The Talmud (Shabbat 153a) relays that Rabbi Eliezer taught: Repent one day before your death. His 

disciples responded, “Does one know the day of their death?” “All the more reason to repent today,” their 

teacher responded, “You know not what tomorrow will bring.” 

Find your proverbial phone booth. Reconnect before it’s too late. Put a few extra chairs around your 

family table. Laugh and love while you can. Find joy again, especially in these difficult times. 

I shouldn’t have needed a bad movie to tell me that.  
But, I am really glad that it did. 

   -Rabbi Bruce Elder 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1 M’kor Tefilah: Source of Prayer, Congregation M’kor Shalom. Cherry Hill, New Jersey. P. 117. 
2 Grant, Adam. There’s a Name for the Blah You’re Feeling: It’s Called Languishing. New York Times: April 19, 2021 

 

D’varim 
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Shabbat Morning Minyan  
Zoom Meeting ID:  

847 8216 0504 
 

Please join us in-person at the North Shore 
United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe) or via Zoom on Saturdays, January 
15 and 29 at 9:00 a.m. for this hour-long service 
and study. 
 
This is a wonderful opportunity to enhance your 
celebration of Shabbat. People of all ages are 
encouraged and welcome to attend.  
 
Please Note: You must be fully vaccinated to 
attend in-person Minyan. In addition, masks 
will be required, and social distancing will be 
observed. 

Tot Shabbat by the 
Outdoor Fireplace 

 
Families with children/grandchildren ages five 
and younger (including parents, siblings, and/or 
extended family) are invited to bring a blanket 
and join us outdoors, under a pavilion, and by a 
fire at Crow Island Woods Park (1140 Willow 
Road, Winnetka) on Saturday, January 15 at 
11:00 a.m. for 30-minutes to sing, dance, hear 
a story, and pray at our interactive Shabbat 
experience. Feel free to invite friends! 
 
Everyone over age 2 is asked to wear a mask, 
and we will observe social distancing.  
 
In case of bad weather we will meet via Zoom 

(Meeting ID: 847 4259 3328). 
 

Friday Evening Shabbat Services 
Zoom Meeting ID: 292 137 266 

 

We continue to hold our Friday Evening Kabbalat Shabbat 
Services in-person at the Winnetka Community House (620 
Lincoln Ave, Winnetka) AND via Zoom, except for the last Friday 
of the month which is held via Zoom only.  
 

Please Note: You must be fully vaccinated to attend in-person 
services. In addition, masks will be required, and social-
distancing will be observed.  
 

January 7 – 7:30 p.m.  
Shabbat Service 
Room 101-Winnetka Community House & via Zoom 
  

Shabbat Bo  
Torah Portion: Exodus 10:1-13:16 
Haftarah: Jeremiah 46:13-28 

 

January 14 – 7:30 p.m.  
Environmental Shabbat Service in honor of Tu B’Shevat 
Room 101-Winnetka Community House & via Zoom 
 

Shabbat B’shalach 
Torah Portion: Exodus 13:17-17:16  
Haftarah: Judges 4:4-5:31 

 

January 21 – 7:30 p.m.  
Shabbat Service – Guest Speaker: Jackie Maris 
Room 101-Winnetka Community House & via Zoom 
 

Shabbat Yitro 
Torah Portion: Exodus: 18:1-20:23  
Haftarah: Isaiah 6:1-7:6; 9:5-6 

 

January 28 – 7:30 p.m.  
Student-Led Shabbat Service 
Via Zoom Only  
 

Shabbat Mishpatim 
Torah Portion: Exodus 21:1-24:18 
Haftarah: Jeremiah 34:8-22; 33:25-26:13 

 

Prayer and Celebration 

Jackie Maris to Speak at Shabbat Services on January 21 
 

Jackie Maris, Chicago Education & Training Manager at Keshet,* will be our guest speaker at Shabbat services on 
Friday, January 21. We hope you will join us either in-person at the Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, 
Winnetka) or via Zoom. 
 

Jackie Maris describes herself as a queer, South African Pisces with a love for education and community-building. She 
serves as the Chicago Education & Training Manager at Keshet. She has also worked as Education Coordinator at 
Roundabout Theatre Company and in the admissions department at The Julliard School. She completed her 
undergraduate degree in Anthropology, History, and Gender Studies at the University of Cape Town and her Masters 
degree in Arts Administration at New York University.  
 

*Keshet is a national organization that works for LGBTQ equality in Jewish life. 
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Prayer and Celebration (continued) 

Hosts Needed to “Sponsor” a Virtual Oneg 
  

Have you wanted to celebrate a special event, commemorate a yahrzeit, or honor someone by providing a Friday night 
oneg but have been unable to do so because of us being on Zoom? Do you have an organization or cause you support 
that you would like others to support, too? Now you will have a chance to do both - by sponsoring a virtual oneg. Here's 
how it works: 
 

• Choose a Friday night to sponsor, and sign up online at this link (http://tinyurl.com/oneg-hosting) or by contacting Suzanne 
Shore or Gayle Inbinder (oneg@hakafa.org).  

• Make a donation to a charity about which you are passionate. 

• Light the Shabbat candles that night at services (Sara will lead us all in the blessing, unless you would prefer to recite it yourself.). 

• During announcements, you will be able to tell us about the place to which you donated. 

• Hakafa will make a donation to that organization in your honor. 

• Even if you cannot be at services that evening, we will tell participants about your cause, and Hakafa will make the donation in 
your honor.  

For more information: 
Contact Suzanne (oneg@hakafa.org or 847-722-6797) and/or Gayle (oneg@hakafa.org or 847-951-0380) 

Zoom Video Conferencing: Instructions 

Please note that all Hakafa Zoom gatherings are password protected. 
Contact Rona (admin@hakafa.org) if you need the Hakafa passcode. 

 

• To Access Zoom with a computer/laptop:  
Go to www.zoom.us/join and enter the Meeting ID for the specific gathering. PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH HAKAFA 
EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID. If it asks you if you want to use the computer's audio, say yes. The same for 
the video. If your video doesn't come up automatically, you can turn it on by clicking on the video icon at the bottom, left 
side of your screen. 

 

• To Access Zoom on an iPad or smartphone:  
Go to www.zoom.us. If you have not already done so, you will be directed to download the Zoom app. Please 
download it. Then, click on “Join a Meeting” and enter the Meeting ID for the specific gathering. PLEASE NOTE 
THAT EACH HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID. 

 

• To Access Zoom by Phone (no video):  
Call 312-626-6799. When you hear a recording, it will instruct you to type in the Meeting ID number, followed by the 
# sign. PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID. You will be able to hear 
clearly and participate like everyone else. 

 

Virtual Name Tags: 
In order that we might better know each other, please consider logging into Zoom events with your full name. 

 

Tu B’Shevat 5782 
 

The holiday of Tu B’Shevat* falls on Monday, January 17 this year. Please help us celebrate by attending our 
Environmental Shabbat Service on Friday, January 14 at 7:30 PM in-person at the Winnetka Community House (620 
Lincoln Ave, Winnetka) OR via Zoom (Meeting ID: 292 137 266) 
 

*Tu B'Shevat (pronounced Too Bish-VAHT) is the Jewish New Year of the Trees. According to the Talmud, the fifteenth 
of the Hebrew month of Shevat (Tu in Hebrew means “fifteen”) is the day designated as the end of the period in which 
most of Israel’s yearly rain has fallen. It also marks the time when trees have used up water from the previous year’s 
rainfall and have begun absorbing the water of the New Year. On Tu B’Shevat, by honoring the cycle of our trees, we 
sanctify the power of nature, our most precious resource.  
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Member News 

Willow Lawn Cemetery 
Plots Available 

 
Information regarding Hakafa’s green cemetery 
section at Willow Lawn is available on our website 
(www.hakafa.org/worship-ritual/life-cycle-
events/death/end-life-resources/cemetery-
options).  
 

Green burial is more environmentally friendly than 
standard burial. Please contact Deborah Brown 
(president@hakafa.org) with any questions. 
 

Rabbi Robert J. Marx Social Justice Fund 
 

A task force has been working to build the framework through 
which we will realize a fund to honor Rabbi Marx. To learn more, 
or to inquire about participation in the task force, please contact 
Heather Ross (hross@rossandzuckerman.com) or Elizabeth 
Cole (egraettinger@gmail.com).  
 

Condolences to: 
 

Andrew Charen and family on the loss of his mother, Sylvia Charen 
 

Beth McCullough and family on the loss of her father, Lester Levy 
 

Peter Office and family on the loss of his mother, Alaine ("Sis”) Office 
 

We apologize if we have inadvertently missed a condolence for you. 
Please let us know so that we can include it next month. 
 

Mazal Tov to: 
 

Max Degodny who became a bar mitzvah 
in December. 

 

We apologize if we have inadvertently missed your 
simcha. Please let us know so that we can include 
it next month. As always, if you are having a simcha 
– a birth, wedding, or the like – please let us know 
(admin@hakafa.org) so that we can share your joy 
with our congregational community. 

Kadima Planning Meeting 
Zoom Meeting ID: 864 3153 3438 

 

Kadima* is making plans for the upcoming year! Please bring 
your ideas, and join us for a planning meeting via Zoom on 
Thursday, January 6 at 7:00 p.m. Your input is very valuable, 
particularly with the continued challenges and changes these 
new COVID variants present. Contact Betsy Hersher (847-945-
5974 or hersherb@hersher.com) with questions. 
 

*Kadima ("forward" in Hebrew) is a Hakafa initiative formed in the fall of 
2013. Primarily made up of "forward" thinking, dynamic, empty-nest 
members of the congregation, it is open to all interested congregants. 

Kesher Event: Jewish Trivia Night at Curt’s Café 
 

Many Hakafa members have been living their congregation experience through their children. As their children move 
away, they are beginning to ask how to engage in our community for themselves. Kesher (Hebrew for “Connection”) is 
an initiative that allows members in this demography to get to know one another, share ideas, and create new and deep 
relationships.  
 

This month will be our second Jewish Trivia Night. Teams will compete for a prize of $250 to the charity of their choice. 
Topics will include, "Jewish or not Jewish?," "That's a Jewish holiday!?!," "Places in the world where Jews have never 
been," and others. We will meet on Wednesday, January 12 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at Curt’s Café (1766 Second Street, 
Highland Park). Please note: You must be fully vaccinated to attend.  
 

Please note: Though geared toward new, recent, or soon-to-be empty nesters, all Hakafa members are invited to join us. 
 

Thank You to: 
 

Betsy Hersher, Barbara Miller, David Millman, and all of our Hakafa 
Haulers for coordinating the delivery of Hanukkah goody bags to the 
entire congregation and for helping to plan this year’s Hanukkah 
celebrations. 

Congregation Directory 
 

The 2021-2022 Congregation Hakafa Directory is 
in the process of being updated and will be 
delivered later this month. Please contact Rona 
(admin@hakafa.org or 847-242- 0687) with any 
changes and/or updates. 

Please Help Us in Welcoming 
our New Members: 

 

Alex and Rana Becker 
and their son, Micah 
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Chesed 
 

The Hebrew word for loving 
kindness is chesed. The Chesed 
Committee at Hakafa works to 
respond to a wide range of 
situations and events that occur 
in the lives of our members. It is 
our attempt to reach out to one 
another.  
 

If you or anyone you know of in 
our congregation is in crisis from 
an illness, death in the family, or 
personal stress, and could 
benefit from support, such as a 
visit, delivery / preparation of 
meals, or a ride to a health care 
appointment, please contact 
Camille DeFrank (847-997-8085 
/camilledefrank@gmail.com) or 
Beth McCullough (847-722-
5430/mikeandbeth_60089@yah
oo.com). 

Member News (continued) 

Nominating Committee Meeting (Zoom Meeting ID: 821 6598 2074) 
 

On Thursday, January 13 at 7:00 p.m., Hakafa’s Nominating Committee will meet via Zoom to consider nominations 
for our five officer positions for the 2022-23 fiscal year and one four-year endowment trustee position. If you are 
interested in serving as an officer or trustee, or if you know someone who might be willing to serve, please 
contact Chairperson Nancy Goodman at nancytgoodman@gmail.com or 847-564-3273. At the meeting, past officers 
will be more than happy to answer questions about their service and what tasks each position entails. 
  

The Nominating Committee is open to all Hakafa members. Our bylaws stipulate that you must inform the Nominating 
Committee Chairperson in writing in advance of the meeting that you plan to attend. To do so, please email Nancy 
Goodman (nancytgoodman@gmail.com) by Thursday, January 13.  
 

 Making Contributions to Hakafa 
 

Throughout the year, people ask how they can make a contribution to Hakafa. We 
have three funds that accept donations, and we always value your support: 
 

• Our General Fund supports the day-to-day operations of the synagogue. Please 
make your check payable to "Congregation Hakafa." 

 

• Rabbi Elder's Discretionary Fund directly supports those in need in and around 
our community. Rabbi Elder directs the usage of these funds. Please make your 
check payable to "Congregation Hakafa" and write "Rabbi Elder's Discretionary 
Fund" on the memo line. 

 

• Our Endowment Fund supports special programming not covered by the budget. 
Endowment Trustees direct the usage of these funds. Please make your check 
payable to "Congregation Hakafa" and write "Endowment Fund" on the memo line. 

 

If you would like to make your donation in honor or in memory of someone, please 
be sure to include a note in your envelope with the appropriate information so that 
a card can be sent to the honoree to let that person know about your donation.  
 

All donations can be mailed to: Congregation Hakafa, P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, 
IL 60022. It is also possible to make donations with a credit card. Please contact 
Rona Elder (admin@hakafa.org) for assistance with that. If you are interested in 
a legacy giving plan, please let us know and arrangements can be made. If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Rona.   
 

Tayalim Family Tu B’Shevat Ecological Event 
 

Families with children in grades K-5, along with their caregivers, are invited to join us for the latest Hakafa Tayalim* outing 
from 1:00 to 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, January 16! Tu B’Shevat, the Jewish holiday of the trees, falls in the dead of winter, 
which isn’t a great time to try to plant a tree around here. But, you can still help the trees, even while they are having their 
winter rest! Feel free to invite friends and join us to help the native oak trees of Illinois.  
 

We’ll meet at Somme Woods in Northbrook and join the many volunteers who help the Forest Preserve keep our trees 
and environments thriving! Families will cut down invasive bushes and trees using loppers and bow saws. Yes, even the 
kids will learn to safely use these tools! Kids and adults will also learn how to safely add brush and logs to a bonfire. Kids 
will feel the accomplishment of being a contributing, hard-working member of a volunteer team! After we work, we’ll have 
a Tu B’Shevat seder of tasty fruit treats! COVID Safety: Masks are required for all attendees age 2 and over, regardless 
of vaccination status. Social distancing is expected. 
 

Registration is requested. To register & receive event updates, please go to: https://tinyurl.com/tayalimTu. 
If you have any questions, please contact Rae Goodman-Lucker (rae.goodman@gmail.com). 

 

*Tayalim, Hebrew for trekkers, is Hakafa’s new, outdoor, experiential program for families with children primarily in grades K-5. It is 
designed to introduce families to the relationship between Judaism, Torah, and nature in unique and fun ways. 
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Adult Education 

Sunday Morning Adult Education (Zoom Meeting ID: 871 3067 5137) 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Education will take place at 10:30 a.m. via Zoom on the following Sunday mornings in January. 
All Hakafa adults are invited to participate in our Sunday Morning Adult Education classes led by both congregational 
and community scholars who will delve into a variety of topics of special interest and expertise. Feel free to come for one 
session or for all of them! 
 

January 9 
Student Rabbi Rene Taylor will discuss God, Jews, and Judaism in the Eyes of Jews and Non-Jews. 

 
A native of Port-De Paix, Haiti, Student Rabbi Rene Thomas migrated to the US in 1990 and joined the US Navy in 1994. He held 
many positions in the Navy, including drill instructor, logistics mentor, and certified correction officer. He received numerous 
commendations and medals of achievement during his time of service. He received a Bachelor’s Degree from Columbia College, a 
Master’s Degree in Health Service Administration from Strayer University, and a Masters of Business Administration from Florida 
Institute of Technology. He is a member of Beth Shalom, Bene Zaken Ethiopian Hebrew Congregation in Chicago and is working 
toward ordination under the leadership of Rabbi Capers C Funnye. 
 

January 16 
Rabbi Tamar Manasseh will be speaking on the week’s Torah portion, 

B’shalach: Looking Up at Miracles Instead of Down at the Mud. 
 

Rabbi Tamar Manasseh is the founder and president of Mothers Against Senseless Killings. MASK (Mothers/Men Against Senseless 
Killings) was established in 2015 as a way to put eyes on the streets, interrupt violence and crime, and teach children to grow up as 
friends rather than enemies. Born and raised in Chicago, she was ordained as a rabbi in 2021. She is the author of Chai-ME: My 
Exploration of Race, Religion and Spirituality in America and is the subject of the movie “They Ain’t Ready for Me.” Rabbi Manasseh 
currently lives in Bronzeville. 
 

January 23 
Professor Roberta Kwall will discuss the thesis of her new book, Remix Judaism: Preserving Tradition in a Diverse 
World, as it applies to individuals, parents, and grandparents seeking to deepen their connection to Jewish tradition 
outside of strict compliance with the rules of Jewish law. Her book demonstrates how developing a richer set of culturally 
religious norms in the home can provide a foundation for transmissible Jewish tradition, and invites readers to construct 
their own Jewish journeys with greater mindfulness and intentionality. Contact Barbara Miller 
(barbarasmiller01@yahoo.com) if you wish to purchase Professor Kwall’s book. 
 

Roberta Rosenthal Kwall is the Raymond P. Niro Professor at DePaul University College of Law. She graduated from the Brown 
University with a major in Religious Studies and the University of Pennsylvania Law School. She also has a master’s degree in Jewish 
Studies. Kwall is an internationally renowned scholar and lecturer and has published over 30 scholarly articles and book chapters on 
a wide variety of topics including Jewish law and culture, authorship rights, and intellectual property.  
 

January 30 
Israeli and Palestinian Members of The Parents Circle – Families Forum will lead a discussion titled “It Wont Stop 
Until We Talk.” The Parents Circle – Families Forum (PCFF) is an organization of more than 600 bereaved families, 
both Israeli and Palestinian, who have lost someone to the conflict. Through Dialogue Meetings they share their stories, 
hoping to encourage others to move from revenge and distrust to reconciliation and understanding, as they have done. 
Rather than politically motivated by providing solutions or policies, their members bravely choose to tell their painful 
stories in order to open hearts and begin conversations. 
 

Rami Elhanan and Bassam Aramin, two members of the Parents Circle – Families Forum who are highlighted in Colum 
McCann’s Apeirogon, will join us to tell their stories and answer our questions. This promises to be a powerful, insightful, 
and important session.  
 

Bassam Aramin lives in Jericho in the West Bank. At the age of 17, he was incarcerated and spent 7 years in an Israeli jail. He went 
on to study history and holds an MA in Holocaust studies from the University of Bradford, England. He became a member of the 
Parents Circle in 2007 after losing his 10-year-old daughter Abir, who was killed by an Israeli border policeman in front of her school. 
Bassam devotes his time and energies to his conviction for a peaceful, non-violent end to the Israeli occupation of Palestine and to 
Israeli-Palestinian reconciliation. Bassam is the former Palestinian Co-director of the Parents Circle – Families Forum. 
 

Rami Elhanan is a 7th generation Jerusalemite. He identifies himself as a Jew, an Israeli, and before everything else a human being. 
On the first day of the school year in 1997, Rami’s daughter, Smadar, was killed by two Palestinian suicide bombers who murdered 5 
people that day. Soon after, Rami joined the Parents Circle, and speaks before Israeli, Palestinian and International audiences. Rami 
is the former Israeli Co-director of the Parents Circle – Families Forum. 
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Lunch and Learn 
Zoom Meeting ID: 821 5540 2577 

 

Lunch & Learn will take place via Zoom at 12:00 noon on Thursday, 
January 13. Bring your lunch and prepare to participate in a lively 
discussion with Rabbi Elder! New participants are always welcome. 
 

Mussar Class  
Zoom Meeting ID: 242 631 590 

 
Musar is a long-standing tradition of 
exploring Jewish ethics with a particular 
focus on character formation. Join Rabbi 
Elder via Zoom on Wednesday 
mornings from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. to 
delve into selections from the Musar 
tradition, in text and in practice.  
 
The goal of the class is to not only take 
a more academic approach to Jewish 
ethics and ethical literature, but also to 
use some of the techniques of the Musar 
Movement (chevruta study, personal 
reflection time, and others) to deepen 
our own understanding of ourselves and 
push to live up to the best that is within 
each one of us.  
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
Class will not meet on January 26. 

Tanach Study Classes 
 

All are invited to join Rabbi Elder either in-person at the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe) OR via Zoom for weekly Tanach study on Tuesday evenings and/or Wednesday afternoons. Each week, 
we proceed through the Bible, verse by verse, discussing its content and various interpretations. New participants are 
always welcome.  
 

Tuesday Evening Tanach Study:    Wednesday Afternoon Tanach Study: 
Tuesdays 7:30-8:45 p.m. (No class on January 25)  Wednesdays: 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. (No class on January 26) 
Zoom Meeting ID: 662 730 822    Zoom Meeting ID: 813 358 443 

 

Please Note: You must be fully vaccinated to attend in-person Tanach Study. In addition, masks will be required, and social 
                      distancing will be observed. 

 

Adult Education (continued) 

Midrash Class  
Zoom Meeting ID: 696 226 468 

 

Join us either in-person at the North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) OR via Zoom on Tuesday mornings at 
10:00 a.m. to study midrash. Midrash is the creative, interpretative process 
of the rabbis over generations. Through midrash, we see how the rabbis 
saw the text of the Bible - its lessons, it messages, its practical 
applications, and its relevance to them throughout time. Through the study 
of midrash, we will see how much of our understanding of the biblical text 
has been influenced by theirs. NOTE: Class will not meet on January 
25. 
 

Please Note: You must be fully vaccinated to attend in-person Midrash Class. 
In addition, masks will be required, and social distancing will be observed. 

Hebrew Circle 
Zoom Meeting ID: 871 8801 8556 

 

If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners welcome!) looking to practice your Hebrew with other Hebrew speaking Hakafa 
members, please join us via Zoom on Thursday, January 13 at 10:30 a.m. for an hour of Hebrew conversation with 
Rabbi Elder! New participants are always welcome. 
 

Important Information about In-Person Classes 
 

Please note that classes listed below as being “in-person” might be changed to “via Zoom only” should the COVID metrics 
indicate the need to switch. Please check the weekly email and Hakafa website for any last-minute changes. 
 

Please Note: 
You must be fully vaccinated to attend in-person classes and services. 

In addition, masks will be required, and social distancing will be observed. 
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Congregation Hakafa 

One Congregation, One Book 

5782 Selection 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE: 

Ethan Michaeli will be leading our book discussion on 

Sunday, March 13 at 10:30 a.m. 
 
In Twelve Tribes, award-winning journalist Ethan Michaeli weaves together the person-
al histories of Israelis of all tribes into a narrative of social and political change. Framed 
by Michaeli’s experience as an Israeli American, Twelve Tribes illuminates the complex 
dynamics within the country and reveals Israel as a land of paradoxical intersections‚ 
a place where all of the world’s struggles meet, and a microcosm for the challenges 
faced by all nations today. 

 

Adult Education (continued) 
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Jewish Community Resources 
 

CJE SeniorLife (www.cje.net, 773-508-1000) – Since 1972, CJE SeniorLife has enhanced the lives of older adults and 
their families through a comprehensive network that includes housing, health care, community services, health and 
wellness education, life enrichment programs and applied research.  
 

JCFS Chicago (www.jcfs.org, 855-275-5237) – JCFS Chicago provides caring and healing services to children, teens, 
adults, older adults and families for help with autism, support with advanced illness, special education, individual and 
family counseling, and more.  
 

JCFS Chicago Addiction Services (www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/addiction-services, 847-
745-5422) – JCFS Chicago Addiction Services was created to build a caring community that is aware of and responsive 
to the problem of addiction and to support individuals and families who struggle with addiction.  
 

JCFS Chicago Illness, Loss and Spiritual Support Services (www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-
programs/illness-loss-grief, 847-745-5404) – The staff at JCFS Chicago Illness, Loss and Spiritual Support Services 
provides information about social services, medical resources, and spiritual resources for people who are ill, grieving, or 
serving as caregivers to help in their difficult times. 
 

SHALVA (www.shalvaonline.org, 773-583-4673) - SHALVA offers free, confidential, domestic abuse counseling services 
to the Chicago Jewish Community.  

A Just Harvest – Help Feed People Who Are Hungry 
 

Due to COVID-19, A Just Harvest* now serves a daily boxed lunch to more than 150 people (no seated dinner). No 
volunteers are permitted in the kitchen, but Hakafa still provides the Sunday lunch on our designated days. On the 
second Sunday morning of each month, volunteers are needed to provide one or more of the following items: 
the fried chicken entrée, salad, vegetables, fruit, and/or dessert. Hakafa’s tzedakah fund can reimburse you for 
expenses, if needed. The fried chicken needs to be ordered and picked up at 11:00 a.m. from the Jewel on Howard and 
delivered to A Just Harvest (7649 N. Paulina St, Chicago). All other items should be left at A Just Harvest’s door at 10:00 
a.m. Contact Monique Parsons (monique.parsons@gmail.com) with questions. To sign up to provide any of the 
above items, go to: http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest.  
 

*A Just Harvest’s mission is to fight poverty & hunger in the Rogers Park & greater Chicago community by providing nutritious meals 
daily while cultivating community & economic development and organizing across racial, cultural & socioeconomic lines in order to 
create a more just society. A Just Harvest’s Community Kitchen began as a ministry of the Good News Community Church in 1983. In 
the beginning, they served meals a few days per week. Today, the Community Kitchen is the largest & only self-standing community 
soup kitchen in the Chicago metro area. They serve hot, nutritious meals 365 days per year to anyone in need. 

The Night Ministry – Winter Clothing Items Needed 
  

We are grateful that Hakafa member, Janet Lubetkin, will now be helping out Barb Scott with Hakafa’s in-kind-donation 
collections for The Night Ministry!  
 

The Night Ministry is looking for new and gently used donations of the specific items of MENS winter clothing listed 
below. Large and extra-large sizes are needed. A collection box is in the Takiff Center lobby (999 Green Bay Road, 
Glencoe) through January 31. THANK YOU! in advance for your donations! 
 

*Because of space limitations, ONLY the items listed below will be accepted. 
Large and Extra-Large Sizes are needed for MEN: Hats, Scarves, Gloves, Thermal socks, and Thermal long 
underwear. ALSO NEEDED: Hand and toe warmers 

 

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact Janet Lubetkin (janetlubetkin@gmail.com).  
 

The Night Ministry is a Chicago-based organization that works to provide housing, health care, and human connection to 
members of the Chicago community struggling with poverty or homelessness. Here is the link to The Night Ministry’s 
website: www.thenightministry.org. 
 

Social Action 
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Note from the Director of Education 
 

Welcome back and Happy 2022! 
 

We begin this month with Hebrew School on Tuesday, January 4 and Religious School on Sunday, 

January 9. We are excited to begin our “second semester” of Religious School and Hebrew School.  
 

We are so happy to report that all of our students are fully vaccinated. When we are indoors, we will 

do so as safely as we can, and we will continue to be masked, open windows, and distance as much 

as possible. We also appreciate your continued flexibility if/when we have to shift to an online program 

based on the COVID metrics at any given time. Please watch your emails, weekly, for any changes to 

our program. We thank you, in advance, for your swift responses to our emails.  
 

When we are in person, we do ask that if your child is sick to please keep them home just to be safe. 

Please home-test in order for them to return to Religious School or Hebrew School. In addition, if your 

child becomes COVID-positive, we would kindly ask you to observe the 10-day quarantine and then 

have a negative test to return to Hakafa. We really appreciate your cooperation and continued 

support! 
 

We have a full and uninterrupted month of school for our students this January! In addition, we will be 

having our Student-Led Shabbat Service via Zoom on Friday evening, January 28. We will send a sign-

up via email soon. We will need to know by January 14 whether your child will be participating so that 

parts can be assigned. We look forward to sharing a Shabbat together! 
 

In other news: Our 11th graders will have a Comparative Religions Field Trip on Sunday, January 9; our 

Confirmation Class will be meeting on Sunday, January 23; and, our entire High School will be 

participating in a Social Action Project on January 29. 
 

Happy January!          

L’shalom, Bibi 

 
 

 
 

January Schedule 

         Reminders    
 

After winter break… 
 

HEBREW SCHOOL WILL RESUME ON 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 4. 
 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL WILL RESUME ON 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 9.  

    

Student-Led Friday Evening 

               Shabbat Service  
 

Please join us on Friday, January 28 at 7:30 PM 

via Zoom (Meeting ID: 292 137 266) for our 

congregation’s Shabbat Services at which our 

Religious School and Hebrew School students 

will help lead the service. We look forward to 

sharing a wonderful evening together. 

 

 



Congregation Hakafa Calendar               January 2022 – Tevet / Shevat 5782 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     
 

1      

2    3  4     

 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC & Zoom)  
 
4:15-5:30 pm  
Hebrew School Resumes (TC) 
 
7:30 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom)   

5 
 
10:00 am 
Mussar Class (Zoom) 
 
1:00 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom) 
 
7:00-8:15 pm 
Rabbi Robert J. Marx Fund Meeting (Zoom) 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm  
Kadima Planning Meeting (Zoom) 

7  
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH & Zoom) 

8 

9    
 

9:45-11:15 am 
11th Grade Comparative Religions Field Trip 
 
10:00-11:30 am  
Religious School Resumes (TC) 
 
10:30 am–12:00 pm 
Adult Education (Zoom) – Rene Taylor:  
God, Jews, and Judaism in the Eyes of 
Jews and Non-Jews 

10 
 
 

11   
 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC & Zoom)  
 
4:15-5:30 pm  
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom)   

12       

 

10:00 am 
Mussar Class (Zoom) 
 
1:00 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom) 
 
 

7:00-8:30 pm 
Kesher Event (Curt’s Café in Highland Park) 

13 
 
10:30 am 
Hebrew Circle (Zoom)  
 
12:00 pm 
Lunch & Learn (Zoom) 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Nominating Committee Meeting (Zoom) 

14 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Environmental Shabbat Service  
(WCH & Zoom) 

15 
 
9:00 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan (NSUMC & Zoom) 
 
11:00 am 
Tot Shabbat  
(Crow Island Woods Park, Winnetka) 

16       Newsletter Articles Due 
 
10:00-11:30 am  
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:30 am–12:00 pm 
Adult Education (Zoom) – Rabbi Tamar 
Manasseh: B’shalach: Looking Up at Miracles 
Instead of Down at the Mud 
 
1:00-3:30 pm 
Tayalim Family Tu B’Shevat Ecological Event 
(Somme Woods, Northbrook) 

17      Tu B’Shevat 18 
 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC & Zoom) 

 
 
4:15-5:30 pm  
Hebrew School (TC) 

 
 
7:30 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom)   

19 
 

10:00 am 
Mussar Class (Zoom) 
 
1:00 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom) 

20 
 

 

  

21 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service –  
Guest Speaker: Jackie Maris  
(WCH & Zoom) 

22 

23 
 
10:00-11:30 am  
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:30 am–12:00 pm 
Adult Education (Zoom) – Professor Roberta 
Kwall: Remix Judaism: Preserving Tradition in 
a Diverse World 
 
2:00-3:30 pm 
Confirmation Class I (NSUMC)  

24 25 
 
 
 
 

4:15-5:30 pm  
Hebrew School (TC) 

 

26 28 28 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 7:30 pm 
Student-Led Shabbat Service (Zoom only) 

29 
 
9:00 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan  
(NSUMC & Zoom) 
 
High School Program Service Project 
(Time TBA) 

 

30 
 
10:00-11:30 am  
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:30 am–12:00 pm 
Adult Education (Zoom) – The Parents Circle-
Families Forum: It Won’t Stop Until We Talk 

31  
TC = Glencoe Park District Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
WCH = Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
NSUMC = North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Congregation Hakafa 
Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 

Phone: 847-242-0687  
Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  

Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 
 

Deborah Brown…..……………………………………………….………………….…………….President 
Barbara Miller......…………………...…………………………………...………………Vice President 
Ellen Criz.............…………………………………………..….……….….....Operations Treasurer 
Allison Stein….…………………………………………………….……….………………………...Secretary 
Jason Glick……………………………………………………………………………………Dues Treasurer 
Bonnie Koven & Sally Nador…......………….……………........Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Bruce Elder……………………….....……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 
Rona Elder……….…......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 
Bibi Patt…Director of Education (847-650-7720 or education@hakafa.org) 
Sara Goodman……..….Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 
Lori Wilansky............The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net) 

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in connection 

with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly prohibited. 

The Circle  
January 2022 
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