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Judaisim is Political 
 

I hear it often: “Rabbi, I come to synagogue to get away from politics. We are inundated with it all day, every 

day, everywhere we go. Why here, too?” 

 Why here, too? 

 Because we are Jews, and Judaism is political. 

 If Judaism were just a religion, perhaps we could make the argument that politics do not belong in it. But, 

when you consider that every prayer book is a political document – both in the decision as to what goes in it and in the 

recognition that its content is a reaction to the social realities of the time – that argument does not hold up. The same is 

true for our rituals. Whether or not you don a kipah is a political decision. Whether a man may light the Shabbat 

candles is a political decision. Placing your mezuzah at an angle on the doorpost, having a cup for Elijah during the 

seder, and observing seven days of Sukkot instead of eight are political decisions made for us generations ago. 

 Perhaps we could make the argument if Judaism were merely a faith. But, God has been exploited since the 

beginning of time for political power. And within Judaism, the decision to invoke, in a given moment, YHVH – the 

aspect of God that is merciful, Elohim - the aspect of God that is just, El Shaddai – the aspect of God that is maternal, 

Adonai Tzvaot – the aspect of God that is warlike, or any Divine name is, by its very nature, political. 

The Torah is, too. In her article, The Torah Is Political. Rabbis Can Be, Too, Rabbi Jill Jacobs comments: 

“The Torah is political because it lays out a vision for a just civil society. It is political because it forms the basis for a 

social contract. It is political because it concerns itself with relations among human beings as much as with relations 

between human beings and God. It is political because a liberation struggle stands at its core. It is political because it 

demands that those with more wealth take responsibility for those with less. It is political because it forbids those with 

more power from taking advantage of those with less. And it is political because it is a document meant to be lived.”
1
 

 If you have ever seen the Knesset try to function or have been to a board meeting at a Jewish organization, you 

know that politics is alive and well in our community. And, it is no mistake that Jews are engaged in the social issues 

of the day – our survival has always been dependent on it. 

 Jewish texts, schools of thought, social movements, communal institutions, and dinner tables have always 

been political, and they always will be. 

 Why? 

Because political tension creates a dynamic that keeps our people alive, that helps us evolve and adapt, and 

that allows us to share our concerns about the world and each other with a group of people who are not willing to 

accept the status quo. Politics are as maddening and exhausting as our need to confront them is necessary. And, that 

need, when addressed in a thoughtful, intellectual, respectful, democratic, spiritual, safe place is holy.  

It is who and what we are. 

It is Jewish at its core. 

Admittedly, the current political climate in our nation has made it more difficult for many of us to carve out 

quiet time for reflection and rejuvenation. Our fuses have become shorter, and spaces for retreat have become rare. 

People want a place and a time where they can park their anxieties at the door, even for a few minutes, and not be 

reminded of the jarring realities that permeate the rest of our existence. We must continue to create that space, and try 

harder when we are neglecting to do so. But, we would not be true to our Jewish selves and our Jewish mission if that 

were all we were.  

Judaism is not the escape from reality. It is the living embodiment of experiencing the everyday and infusing it 

with intention, perspective, dynamism, and depth. 

Judaism is political. 

I wouldn’t want it any other way. 

-Rabbi Bruce Elder 

 
1 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rabbi-jill-jacobs/rabbis-and-political-sermons_b_980423.html 
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Prayer and Celebration 
 
 

Congregatonal  Yom HaAtzma’ut Celebration 

 
Hakafa’s annual Yom HaAtzma’ut celebration will be 
held on Friday, May 5 at 7:30 p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
during Friday evening Shabbat Services. This will be a 
special event during which all Hakafa members can 
come together to welcome Shabbat and celebrate 
Israel’s 69

th
 birthday. An Israeli oneg, presented by 

Hakafa’s Israel Committee, will follow the service.  
 
This year’s theme will be “What’s in a Name,” and 
we’re looking for volunteers. If you would like to help 
out with the service or oneg, please contact Bob 
Rifkin (rrifkin@orba.com or 847- 224-5718) or Josh 
Kahn (jk515@aol.com or 847-910-9463). 

 

Oneg Hosts Needed  
 
We are looking for hosts for Friday evening onegs 
this spring and summer. Hosting a Friday evening 
oneg is a wonderful way to help support Hakafa and is 
also a nice way to celebrate a bar/bat mitzvah, 
birthday, anniversary, or other special occasion with 
the congregation. Many people honor the memory of a 
loved one on his/her yahrzeit by hosting an oneg. If 
you would like to host an oneg, please contact our 
Volunteer Oneg Coordinator, Sally Nador 
(nadorsally@gmail.com or 847-727-4357), to reserve 
a date or sign-up at this link: http://tinyurl.com/oneg-
host 

 

Shabbat Morning Minyan 

 
Please join us on Saturday, May 13 at the home of 
Leanne Star (314 Park Avenue, Wilmette) at 8:30 
a.m. for our May Shabbat morning minyan. This hour-
long service and study is a wonderful opportunity to 
enhance your celebration of Shabbat. People of all 
ages are encouraged and welcome to join us.  

 

Friday Night Services     
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at 
the Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the 
following evenings: 
  
May 5  Shabbat Acharei Mot – Kedoshim 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Leviticus 16:1-20-27 

Haftarah: Amos 9:7-15 
Shabbat Service &  
Congregational Yom HaAtzma’ut Celebration 

  
May 12  Shabbat Emor 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Leviticus 21:1-24:23 

Haftarah: Ezekiel 44:15-31 
   
May 19  Shabbat B’har – B’chukotai 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Lveiticus 25:1- 26:3 

Haftarah: Jeremiah 16:19-17:14 
  
May 26  Shabbat Vayak’heil 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Numbers 1:1- 4:20 

Haftarah: Hosea 2:1-22 
  
  

 
  

 
 

   

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

 Live Streaming of Shabbat Services 
 
If you are unable to make it to Friday night services, 
but would like to participate from your home, you may 
now live stream them through our website. Go to 
hakafa.org and click on the LISTEN NOW icon for 
instructions. You may also view archived events using 
this link.  
 
Please note: For optimal audio output, you must have the 
volume turned up on both your computer and on the live 
stream screen itself. 

 

Join Us for Our Annual Lag BaOmer Bonfire 
 
On Saturday evening, May 13, beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
we will gather at Little House of Glencoe (690 Birch 
Road, Glencoe) for Hakafa’s annual Lag BaOmer bonfire! 
You bring dinner, we’ll provide the s’mores!  
 
We are commanded by the Torah to count forty-nine days 
starting from the second day of Passover. On the fiftieth 
day, we celebrate the festival of Shavuot, commemorating 
the giving of the Torah. This 50-day period is called 
“Counting the Omer.” The Omer was a barley offering 
brought to the Temple on the day we start counting, the 
second day of Passover. “Lag BaOmer” is the thirty-third 
day of counting the Omer. The word “Lag” means 33 
because it is comprised of the letters “lamud” and 
“gimmel,” corresponding to the numerical values of “30” 
and “3.” In the time of Rabbi Akiva, who witnessed the 
destruction of the Second Temple and who was the 
greatest Torah Sage of his generation, 24,000 of his 
disciples died in an epidemic during the counting of the 
Omer. Since the epidemic was suspended on the 33rd 
day, Lag BaOmer has become a joyous day of 
celebration, complete with bonfires – especially in Israel.  
 
So, come join us around the fire for dinner, singing, 
and dessert!  
 
Directions to Little House: Dundee Road to Bluff. Go south on 
Bluff two blocks to Lincoln. Turn right on Lincoln. Lincoln turns 
into Prairie (road bends left). Prairie turns into Birch. Proceed 
past the "No Access" sign. Little House is at 690 Birch Road. 

 

mailto:jk515@aol.com
mailto:nadorsally@gmail.com
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Prayer and Celebration (continued) 
 

Mazal Tov to: 
 
Susan Holtzman and David Joel on the birth of their first grandchild, Eli Joel Wellek. 
 

If you are having a simcha – a birth, wedding, or the like – please let us know (conghakafa@hakafa.org) so that we can 
share your joy with our congregational community. 
 

Share Your Holidays 
 
On occasion, there are Hakafa members who would like to share holidays with fellow congregants and do not have the 
opportunity to do so. If you would like to host a fellow congregant for a holiday meal, or if you need or want a place to 
go for the holidays, please contact Sylvia Dresser at 847-945-6095. 

 

Shavuot 5777 

 
Shavuot (pronounced shah-voo-OAT) occurs on the sixth day of the Hebrew month of Sivan (beginning at sundown on 
Tuesday, May 30 this year). It is the second of three pilgrimage festivals (Passover and Sukkot are the other two), and 
is a day on which yizkor is observed. Shavuot commemorates the day God gave Moses the Ten Commandments on 
Mount Sinai. It also has an agricultural reference, marking a stage in the harvest. One of the customs of Shavuot is to 
hold a tikkun, or Torah-based learning session, mostly late into the night. Please help us celebrate Shavuot at these 
two observances:  
 
Join Hakafa at the Annual Community-wide Shavuot Tikkun  
Join Rabbi Elder and other Hakafa members for the Annual Community-wide Shavuot Tikkun on Tuesday, May 30 at 
Am Shalom (840 Vernon Avenue, Glencoe): Standing on the Edge of Sinai: An Evening of Music, Poetry, and 
Prayer featuring Neshama Carlebach with Hakafa member, Stacey Zisook Robinson, and Rabbi Michael Sommer. 
The evening will begin at 7:00 p.m. It will be followed at 8:30 p.m. with a dessert reception and a Shavuot Study 
beginning at 9:00 p.m. We hope you will join us for all or part of the evening! 

 
Participating Congregations include: Am Shalom, Am Yisrael, Aitz Hayim, BJBE, Congregation Hakafa, Congregation 
Solel, Congregation Sukat Shalom, Har Shalom, Lakeside Congregation, North Shore Congregation Israel, Temple 
Beth-El - Northbrook, and Temple Jeremiah.  

 
Early Morning Tikkun and Yizkor Service  
Our Shavuot celebration continues early on Wednesday morning, May 31. We are told to study the entire night of 
Shavuot until sunrise. So, we will gather at 3:45 a.m. at our offices at the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 
Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) for an hour-long study session. We will then walk to the Glencoe Beach for a sunrise minyan 
that will include yizkor. Minyan will begin at 5:10 a.m. 

 

Member News 
 
 

Condolences to: 
 
Joy Elder and family on the loss of her husband, 
Leonard Spiegel 
 
Carol McCardell and family on the loss of her 
mother, Martha 
 
Joel Sanders and family on the loss of his 
mother, Marjorie 

 

June Member Group Gatherings 
 
Hakafa members are invited to get together with their closest 
Hakafa neighbors—those in their member groups—for picnics, 
brunches, ice cream shop visits, and other friendly gatherings in 
June. 
 
You’ll hear from someone in your group soon. Contact Nancy 
Goodman (vicepresident@hakafa.org or 847-564-3273) with 
questions. You can find the member group lists at the back of 
your Hakafa Directory. 
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Member News (continued) 
 

Chesed 
 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to reach out to 
one another. If you know of anyone in our congregation 
who is in crisis from an illness, death in the family, or 
personal stress, who could benefit from support, such 
as a visit, delivery and/or preparation of meals, or a ride 
to a health care appointment, please contact Ana 
Bensinger (anabensinger@att.net or 847-926-3223) or 
Anita Goldberg (anitagoldberg@gmail.com or 847-
432-8973).  
 

On Facebook 
 
Go to https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark and click "Like”. The Facebook page 
allows us to communicate with you. We use it to update you on information about the congregation, to give you 
announcements on events that are new and immediate to the calendar, and to show off a bit with pictures of some of 
the places we have been, the events we have had, and the people that we are.  
 

Hakafa Annual Canoe Trip: July 20 – 23  

 
Are you the outdoors type? Do you like to canoe and 
camp? Have no prior experience but you want to try 
something new? If so, Hakafa’s summer Shabbaton is for 
you! Join us for gourmet dining and a community 
experience on the river July 20 – 23, 2017 as we return 
to the Pine River Paddle Sports Center (PRPSC) in 
Wellston, MI.  
 
To reserve your spot, and so that we can pay our deposit 
to PRPSC, please send a check (made out to John 
Wolfson) for $100 per person to John (3232 Maple Leaf 
Drive, Glenview, IL 60026).  
 
Contact John Wolfson (johnwolfson1952@gmail.com) 
with questions. 

 

Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class 
 

 

Accessibility at Hakafa 
 

If you become aware of any accessibility issues within 
the congregation, we hope you will share them with us 
by speaking confidentially with one of our Chesed 
Committee Chairs, Ana Bensinger 
(anabensinger@att.net or 847-926-3223) or Anita 
Goldberg (anitagoldberg@gmail.com or 847-432-8973).  
 

Thank You to: 

 
Amy Acri for, once again, coordinating our beautiful 
congregational Passover seder.  
 
Karen Berman for coordinating, shopping for, packing, 
and mailing Passover Care Packages to our Hakafa 
undergrads. 
 
Carol Anne Been for coordinating our annual 
participation in Maot Chitim. 
 
Don Pollak for coordinating, and Dan Freedman and 
Lynn Sanders for leading our Passover Seder at the 
Robineau Residence. 
 
Peggy Salamon and all of the other generous 
volunteers who helped to host Family Promise in April. 

 

Congregation Annual Meeting Sunday, May 7 
 
Please join Hakafa for our Annual Congregation 
Meeting on Sunday, May 7 at 10:35 a.m., at the Takiff 
Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe). The following 
slate of officers will be voted on at this meeting:  
 

 President: John Thomason 

 Vice President: Nancy Goodman 

 Operations Treasurer: David Saef 

 Dues Treasurer: Heather Harris 

 Secretary: Greg Braun 

 Endowment Trustees: Scott Lowtwait and Sy 
Rothstein 

 

Film Group 
 
Join us when we screen A Girl Walks Home Alone at 
Night  (2014) on Saturday, May 27 at 7:00 p.m. at our 
offices at the North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). Iranian-American director 
Ana Lily Amirpour describes her film as “the first Iranian 
feminist vampire spaghetti Western.”  In this thought-
provoking black and white film, the protagonist is a young 
sweet-faced woman in chador who cruises Bad City on a 
skateboard.  The discussion should be interesting! 

Come for dinner at 6:00 p.m.  We’ll be ordering pizza 
from Little Red Hen, so please contact Carol (847-727-
0029 or mcsolomon@comcast.net) by noon on the 27th 
to R.S.V.P. for dinner ($5 per person). Or, simply come 
for the movie at 7:00.   Feel free to bring friends, family, 
beverages, or a nosh.   

 

mailto:anabensinger@att.net
mailto:anitagoldberg@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark
mailto:johnwolfson1952@gmail.com
mailto:anabensinger@att.net
mailto:anitagoldberg@gmail.com
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Three Opportunities for Torah Study 
 
Wednesday Afternoon Torah Class: 
1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe) Please Note: Class will not meet on May 31. 
 
Tuesday Evening Torah Class:  
7:30 to 8:45 p.m.  
North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe) Please Note: Class will not meet on May 16 or May 30. 
 
Weekly Parshanut 
Friday mornings, 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 
North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe) 
Get a taste of the weekly Torah portion in time for Shabbat! We will 
discuss themes of the week’s portion using midrash (rabbinic 
parables) and rabbinic commentary. Please Note: Class will not 

meet on May 19. 

Mishneh Torah 
 
Our May sessions of Mishneh Torah 
(Jewish law) class will be held on 
Tuesdays, May 2 and 16 at 10:00 a.m. at 
the Home of Allison Blakley Davis and 
Kenneth Davis (2940 Moon Hill Drive, 
Northbrook). Come join us and Rabbi Elder 
to learn more about what halacha has to 
say on almost every aspect of life. 

Member News (continued) 
 

Member News (continued) 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Education: May Schedule 
 
Our Sunday Morning Adult Education classes have concluded for 
the school year and will resume in September. Watch for next year’s 
schedule in your August newsletter.  

 

Adult Hebrew Class 
 
Our Adult Hebrew class continues to meet 
on Wednesdays from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. at 
the Hakafa offices at the North Shore 
United Methodist Church (213 Hazel 
Avenue, Glencoe).  
 
New participants and beginners are 
welcome to join in. Our wonderful instructor, 
Helen Melnick, is happy to catch up new 
students. Helen has been teaching Hebrew 
for twenty years at a variety of 
congregations across the north shore.  
 

“Nosh and Know on the North Shore”  
 
 

 

Hakafa Location Accessibility Guide  
 

The information provided below is designed to give general information about accessibility at the locations where we 
hold services, classes, programs, and events. For specific questions, please contact our office (admin@hakafa.org or 
847-242-0687) or the actual location. 
 

 A Just Harvest (http://www.ajustharvest.org/): Accessible building with street parking. 

 Am Shalom (www.amshalom.com): Fully accessible building 

 Anderson Household (caabaa@sbcglobal.net): Ranch house with no steps. Two cats present. 

 Davis Household (ablakleydavis@gmail.com): Ranch House with no steps. Dogs and cats present. 

 Glencoe Beach: Fully accessible – parking down the hill at the beach for people with disabilities. 

 Little House of Glencoe (littlehouseofglencoe.org): Parking area with short walk across grass to fire ring. 

 North Shore United Methodist Church (http://nsumcglencoe.org/): No steps into the building; two-step 

stairway inside building for Torah study (ramp available); elevator available (with help for the door) to second 

floor for movie night. 

 Office of Brad Reiff (breiff@compasslexecon.com): 13
th
 floor of accessible building. 

 Robertson Household (mrobertson595@gmail.com): No steps into the house. 

 Slater Household (peggyslater@msn.com): Three steps up to the front door. Large, lively puppy present. No 

parking in the driveway, but ample street parking. 

 Star Household (l-star@northwestern.edu): Two, short steps into an accessible main floor. Two dogs present. 

 Takiff Center (http://www.glencoeparkdistrict.com/Facilities/Takiff-Center): Accessible building; programs that 

take place on the second floor accessible by elevator – a short walk on the second level to classrooms.  

 Winnetka Community House (http://www.winnetkacommunityhouse.org/): Ramp into building. 

 

Adult Education 
 

mailto:admin@hakafa.org
http://www.ajustharvest.org/
mailto:caabaa@sbcglobal.net
mailto:peggyslater@msn.com
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Sanctuary Congregation 
 
At our last congregation meeting, we voted to become a Sanctuary Congregation. This means that we will be providing 
support to undocumented residents who are seeking to delay potential deportation when ICE (U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement) begins proceedings against them.  
 
We will be meeting on Monday, May 1 at 7:00 p.m. the home of Peggy Slater (560 Ash Street, Winnetka) to discuss 
our involvement in the Sanctuary Movement in more detail. All Hakafa members are welcome to attend. Please contact 
Peggy if you plan to attend or for more information (peggyslater@msn.com or 630-287-1772). 

 

Social Action 
 

“Taking Action” Website Page 

 
In an effort to support and facilitate your empowerment to take 
action at the federal, state, and local levels, we have created a 
new Hakafa website page – “Taking Action” on which we 
present weekly positive actions that you may wish to take. We 
also provide links to issue updates from the Religious Action 
Center (RAC), National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW), 
and League of Women Voters along with resources for or 
about kids. Go to:www.hakafa.org/justice/taking-action OR go 
to the Hakafa website (www.hakafa.org) and look for “Taking 
Action” under the “Justice” tab and check it out! 

Hebrew Circle 
 
If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners 
welcome!) looking to practice your Hebrew 
with other Hebrew speaking Hakafa 
members, please join us on Tuesday, May 
9 at noon at the office of Brad Reiff (332 
S. Michigan Avenue, 13

th
 floor, Chicago) for 

an hour of lunch and conversation – all in 
Hebrew! 

Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class 
 
Our adult b’nai mitzvah class will continue to meet at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) from 12:15 
p.m. – 1:30 p.m. on Sundays when Religious School is in session. Please Note: Class will not meet on May 21.  

 

Adult Education (continued) 
 

Midrash Class 
 
Join us on Friday mornings at 10:30 a.m. at the North Shore 
United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) to study 
midrash. Midrash is the creative, interpretative process of the rabbis 
over generations. Through midrash, we see how the rabbis saw the 
text of the Bible - its lessons, it messages, its practical applications, 
and its relevance to them throughout time. Through the study of 
midrash, we will see how much of our understanding of the biblical 
text has been influenced by theirs. Please Note: Class will not 
meet on May 19. 

 

 Lunch and Learn in the Loop  
 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take place at noon on Thursday, 
May 4 at the office of Brad Reiff (332 S. Michigan Avenue, 13

th
 

floor, Chicago). Bring your own lunch and prepare to participate in a 
lively discussion with Rabbi Elder! New participants are always 
welcome.  
 

Nosh and Know on the North Shore 
 
“Nosh & Know on the North Shore” will take 
place on Thursday, May 18 at 9:00 a.m. at 
the Home of Cookie and Ned Robertson 
(211 Dennis Lane, Glencoe). Join us for a 
lively conversation with Rabbi Elder! New 
participants are always welcome.  
 

Thank You from WorkingBikes.org! 

 
A BIG thank you to all congregants who donated 
their bikes on Sunday, April 23! We collected 40 
bikes for WorkingBikes.org! We hope to collect 
again, next spring of 2018. If you couldn't make it 
to the drive, feel free to contact the TREK bike 
store in Highland Park. They will accept your 
donation on behalf of Working Bikes. With much 
gratitude!!! - Barb and Sara 

 

 

http://workingbikes.org/
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Hakafa Co-Sponsors Fundraising Concert  

for Syrian Refugee Relief 
 
On Sunday, May 7 at 7:00 p.m. at The Chicago Temple (77 
W. Washington Street, Chicago), the renowned Syrian trio, 
Hewar, will return to Chicago for a fundraising concert in 
support of Syrian refugee relief. Hewar, which means dialogue 
in Arabic, is a trio of Syrian musicians that engages in musical 
conversation between Arabic music, jazz, scat, and western 
classical melodies. For this performance, they will be joined by 
Syrian percussionist, Omar Al-Musfi, and an incredible chamber 
orchestra of top Chicago musicians organized by Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra violist, Catherine Brubake.  
  
Tickets are $40 (adults), $10 (students and children age 12 and 
under), or pay what you can. To order tickets, go to 
http://syriarelief.brownpapertickets.com/.  

  
The concert is organized and sponsored by Tzedek Chicago 
(www.tzedekchicago.org). It is co-sponsored by Beth Emet The 
Free Synagogue, Congregation Hakafa, and Chicago Area 
Peace Action. 
 

Social Action (continued) 
 

Refugee Sponsorship Update 
 
We are excited to be sponsoring two new families 
who are both from Afghanistan and live in Skokie. 
They left Afghanistan 8 years ago, spent 2 years 
in Iran, and then walked to Turkey where they 
spent 6 years. They taught themselves English in 
Turkey by watching TV with English subtitles. 
They all arrived in December and have not had a 
sponsor. The first family consists of two parents 
(Rosie and her husband Reza) and their three 
children (an 8-year-old boy and 4-year-old twin 
girls). Rosie is working on her GED, and her 
husband just interviewed for a job at a hotel. 
Thesecond family consists of Reza's mother and 
21-year-old brother. The brother is working part-
time as a translator for RefugeeOne. 
  
We are looking for mentors for both 
families. The mentors should be available to visit 
once every other week. Mentors can be involved 
in a variety of activities (driving the mother-in-law 
to medical appointments, showing the family 
options for buying food more cheaply, working on 
English, helping Rosie with her GED homework, 
and communicating with schools/camps).  
 
If you are interested in working with one of the 
families, please contact Allison Stein 
at ajzstein@gmail.com. All of the family members 
need spring/summer clothes. If you are able to 
help, please sign up at the following 
link: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4aa4
a72fa57-hosseini 

 

Refugee Family Update: Letter from Henok and Selam 
 
The congregation received the following thank you note from Henok and Selam, the refugees from Eritrea who arrived 
in Chicago last November under the auspices of RefugeeOne and Hakafa and who just had a baby girl, Efrata, in 
March. 
 
“We feel so blessed to have found a family in Hakafa. You have surrounded us with loving mommas and poppas in our 
new country. Thank you for giving us so many wonderful things for the baby and for us. You have made us feel so at 
home here in Chicago! We look forward to meeting you personally, sometime soon!” 
 

Volunteers Needed at A Just Harvest 

 
Hakafa is committed to providing and serving food at A Just Harvest on the second Sunday of every month. The kitchen 
is located on the far north side of Chicago, and each month four families from Hakafa share this meaningful experience. 
The volunteer roster for the spring and summer months still has many openings. Even if you won’t be available 
to serve at the kitchen, you can participate by purchasing food or simply by contributing financially, a critical need. If 
you would like to help, visit the following link to sign-up OR contact Monique Parsons (312-420-1248 / 
monique.parsons@gmail.com): http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest 

 

Year-Round Composting 
 
Year-Round Composting is in full swing! Please feel free to drop 
off your fruit and veggie scraps on Sunday mornings at the 
Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) from 9:30-11:30 
a.m. Contact Barbara Miller (barbarasmiller01@yahoo.com or 
847-835-8000) with any questions. We still need a few 
volunteers to bring the scraps to the Glencoe Community 
Garden on Sundays (takes less than an hour and can be done 
any time between11:30 and 2:00). If you can help with that, 
please let Barbara know.  
 

http://syriarelief.brownpapertickets.com/
mailto:ajzstein@gmail.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4aa4a72fa57-hosseini
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4aa4a72fa57-hosseini
mailto:312-420-1248%20/%20monique.parsons@gmail.com
mailto:312-420-1248%20/%20monique.parsons@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest
mailto:barbarasmiller01@yahoo.com


SUNDAY
MAY 7, 2017

2-6 PM

featuring the Walk with Israel

Jewish United Fund’s

Rain or shine! 
Performances will take place under the Ravinia  
Festival Pavilion (seating is first-come, first-served); 
open seating on the lawn.

1:15 p.m.   Registration  
 (Pre-register at www.juf.org/ISD to receive a  
 “speed pass”!) 

2:00 p.m. Opening Ceremony

2:15 p.m. Three-Mile Walk with Israel & One-Mile  
 Family Walk  
 featuring JCC Chicago fitness activities

3:30 p.m. Jamman Drum Circle 

4:00 p.m. Mama Doni and the Nefesh Mountain Band 
 for families with young children

5:00 p.m.  Idan Raichel Concert  

All day! 
Activities for children of all ages
Kosher food for purchase
NEW! Israeli Market Place and Art Festival 

Free parking is available at Ravinia Festival. Metra’s Union Pacific 
North Line makes Sunday stops at the Ravinia station. Shuttle 
buses will transport participants from the Ravinia stop to Ravinia 
Festival and back.

 
Donations will help 6,500 at-risk youth in JUF’s Israel  
Partnership Region. 

Give $18 or more toward Israel Solidarity Day and receive an 
Israel Solidarity t-shirt on May 7th!

Give $100 or more toward Israel Solidarity Day and receive a 
$100 JUF Israel Experience Voucher or JUF Mission Voucher! 
(Limited to one voucher per person per year.)

Register: www.juf.org/ISD                           Call: (312) 444-2905                           Email: IsraelSolidarity@juf.org

Ravinia Festival
200 RAVINIA PARK ROAD,  

HIGHLAND PARK

HEADLINE ENTERTAINER

Idan Raichel

This event is open to the entire community. Ravinia’s facilities are 
fully accessible, including parking, seating, pathways and restrooms.
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Note from the Director of Education 

  

     It is May already! We are quickly approaching 

the end of our school year. We have two Sundays 

left for Religious School and four more Tuesdays for 

Hebrew School. 
  

     On Tuesday, May 16 we will be having Hebrew 

School Graduation for our Hey class (7th grade). 

Mazal Tov to our graduates! Tuesday, May 23 will be 

our last session of Hebrew School for this year. 

Please note that Hebrew School ends after Religious 

School ends this year. 
 

     Our last day of Religious School is on May 21. It 

will include our annual Teacher Appreciation 

Ceremony and Friendship Circle to end the school 

year. And finally, on Friday night, June 2, we will be 

having a special Shabbat Service for our 

confirmation class. Mazal Tov to our confirmands! 
 

     This year has been a wonderful journey of Jewish 

learning! Our students and families have had 

wonderful experiences in the classroom as well as in 

our community. Our new High School program was 

also an amazing experience for our students as well 

as for staff. We look forward to next year's 

adventures.  
  

     Thank you to our many volunteers including Kiva 

(Rose Jacobs and Danny Patt) and our Kadima 

members. A special thank you goes out to Betsy 

Hersher for providing readers for our classes and her 

continued enthusiasm to bring Kadima members to 

our Religious School programs.  
 

     Thank you so much to our wonderful staff. A huge 

Todah Rabah is extended to all of our staff, 

including our assistants. You make our school great! 

We are already looking forward to next year! 
  

     On behalf of our Religious School, I would like to 

wish our families a restful summer break. I feel so 

fortunate to have spent this year with you and your 

children. Please feel free to contact me if you have 

any questions or concerns over the summer. 
 

      L'shalom,  

Bibi 
 

 

 
 

 

Hebrew School Graduation 
 

Our Seventh Grade Hebrew School students will 

graduate on Tuesday, May 16. They will lead the 

Tuesday evening service that will include their 

graduation. All Hakafa families are invited to join 

the seventh grade Hebrew students for this special 

service at 4:45 p.m. at the Takiff Center. A 

celebration for the 7th graders and their families will 

follow. We congratulate our Hebrew School 

Graduates and their families: 
  

Johnny Fogel, Louis Galindo, 

Levi Goldberg, Rachel Snyder 

         

 

Sunday Bagels Thank-You           
 

Todah Rabah (thank you very much) to all of the 

families who set-up and cleaned-up the Sunday 

bagels throughout this school year and to Jennifer 

Braun for so seamlessly coordinating them. This 

generous offer of time means so much to all 

Hakafa families!  
 

 
As the 2016-17 school year comes to a 

close, please plan to join us on the last 
day of Religious School at 11:30 a.m. as we 

honor our teachers at our yearly 
 

Teacher Appreciation Ceremony, 
 

say l’hitraot for the summer at our annual 
 

Hakafa Friendship Circle, 
 

and celebrate with an 
 

End-of-Year Treat! 
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               May 2017 – Iyyar / Sivan 5777 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1    Yom HaZikaron 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 pm 
Sanctuary Congregation Meeting 
(Home of Peggy Slater) 

2   Yom HaAtzma’ut    
 
10:00 am  
Mishneh Torah Class  
(Home of Allison and Ken Davis)  

 
4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 pm  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

3 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
4:30 pm 
Adult Hebrew Class (Location TBA) 

4 
 
 
12:00 pm 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 
(Office of Brad Reiff) 
 

 

5 
 
9:15 am  
Weekly Parshanut (NSUMC)  
  

10:30 am  
Midrash Class (NSUMC)  
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service / Yom HaAtzmaut 
Celebration (WCH) 

6  
 
 

7 
9:45 am – 12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
Congregation Annual Meeting 
 

12:15- 1:30 pm 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class (TC)   
 

2:00-6:00 pm 
Israel Solidarity Day (Ravinia) 
 

7:00 pm 
Syrian Refugee Relief Concert 
(The Chicago Temple) 

8 
 

9     
 
 
 
 
12:00 pm 
Hebrew Circle  
(Office of Brad Reiff) 
 
4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 pm  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
 
4:30 pm 
Adult Hebrew Class (NSUMC) 

11    

 
 
 
 

 

12     
 
9:15 am  
Weekly Parshanut (NSUMC)  
  

10:30 am  
Midrash Class (NSUMC)  
 
 
 
 
 

 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

13 
 
8:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Leanne Star) 
 
 
 
 
6:30-8:30 pm 
Congregational Lag BaOmer Bonfire 
(Little House of Glencoe) 

 14      Lag BaOmer           

        & Mother’s Day                
 

15   Newsletter Articles Due 
 
 

16      
 
10:00 am  
Mishneh Torah Class  
(Home of Allison and Ken Davis)  
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
   4:45 pm Hebrew School Graduation 

17       
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
4:30 pm 
Adult Hebrew Class (NSUMC) 

18 
 
9:00 am 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 
 

19  
 

 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

20    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

21     
 

9:45 am – 12:00 pm 
Last Day of Religious School (TC) 
 
 

22 
 
 

 

23 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 pm 
Last Day of Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 pm  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

24  Yom Yerushalayim           
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
4:30 pm 
Adult Hebrew Class (NSUMC) 

25             

 

 
 

26 
 
9:15 am  
Weekly Parshanut (NSUMC)  
  

10:30 am  
Midrash Class (NSUMC)  
 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

28       

 
 

29    Memorial Day 30 
 

7:00 p.m.  
Tikkun L’eil Shavuot (Am Shalom) 

 

Erev Shavuot 

31      Shavuot  
  (Hakafa Office Closed) 

 

3:45 am  
Early Morning Tikkun 
and Yizkor Service (NSUMC) 

 
TC = Glencoe Park District Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
WCH = Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
NSUMC = North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar               June 2017 – Sivan / Tamuz 5777 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
  
  
 

 
 
 

 

1  
 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

 

2   
 
9:15 am  
Weekly Parshanut (NSUMC)  
  

10:30 am  
Midrash Class (NSUMC)  
 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service and 
Confirmation Ceremony (WCH) 

3  

 
Bat Mitzvah Service of 
Leah Jacobson (AM) 
 
 
 
 
 

4     

 
 

5  
 

6  

 
10:00 am  
Mishneh Torah Class  
(Home of Allison and Ken Davis)  

 
 
7:30 pm  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

7   
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
6:00 p.m. 
High School Seniors 
Dinner with Rabbi Elder 

8  

 

 

9  
 
9:15 am  
Weekly Parshanut (NSUMC)  
  

10:30 am  
Midrash Class (NSUMC)  
 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

10 
 
8:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Leanne Star) 
 
Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Abir Atar (AM) 

11         

 
 

12 
 

13  
 
 
12:00 pm 
Hebrew Circle  
(Office of Brad Reiff) 
 
7:30 pm  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

14  
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
4:30 pm 
Adult Hebrew Class (NSUMC) 

15  
 
9:00 am 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 

16  
 
9:15 am  
Weekly Parshanut (NSUMC)  
  

10:30 am  
Midrash Class (NSUMC)  
 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

17  
 

 

18    Father’s Day  
 

19 
 

20  
 
10:00 am  
Mishneh Torah Class  
(Home of Allison and Ken Davis)  

 
 

 
7:30 pm  
Torah Study (NSUMC)  

21  
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
4:30 pm 
Adult Hebrew Class (NSUMC) 

22 
 

 

23  
 
9:15 am  
Weekly Parshanut (NSUMC)  
  

10:30 am  
Midrash Class (NSUMC)  
 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

24 
 
8:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Leanne Star) 

 

25 26 27  
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm  
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

28 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
4:30 pm 
Adult Hebrew Class (NSUMC) 

29 30 
 
9:15 am  
Weekly Parshanut (NSUMC)  
  

10:30 am  
Midrash Class (NSUMC)  
 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
John Thomason..………………………………………….…………….President 

Nancy Goodman……………………...…………...………………Vice President 

David Saef ……...…………………………………….….....Operations Treasurer 

Greg Braun....………………………………..…...………………Dues Treasurer 

Heather Harris.....……………………………………...……………….Secretary 

Scott Lowtwait & Sy Rothstein….....……...………….......Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 

The Circle  

May 2017 
Table of Contents 

 

D’varim………………………1 

Prayer and Celebration……2 

Member News………………3 

Adult Education…………….5 

Social Action………………..6 

Chadashot…………..…Insert 

Israel Solidarity Day…..Insert 

May Calendar……………....8 

June Calendar.………….….9 

 

mailto:conghakafa@hakafa.org
mailto:music@hakafa.org

