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Congregation Hakafa Newsletter 
March 2022 

Adar I /Adar II 5782 
 

Bruce Elder, Rabbi                                                             Robert J. Marx z”l, Founding Rabbi 

Beginning this month, we will occasionally run reflections that Rabbi Marx wrote over his many years at Hakafa. We 

want his memory and legacy to be living parts of our community, and one important way to make sure they are is to 

contemplate his words every so often. This reflection comes from the October 1995 Circle: 

 
The How-to Book 

 

“Immunize your children against depression.” That was the arresting caption for a newly published book 

that promises what every parent surely desires. Our society is undergoing an “epidemic of pessimism,” the 

advertisement goes on to suggest, and our newly published book will provide “psychological 

immunization.”  

 

There is something so tempting about this ad and the millions like it that offer capsule-sized solutions to life 

problems. The temptation, of course, is to go out and buy the book and immediately begin the 

“immunization” process. 

 

Not only books are available to lead us along the path to perfect bliss. A North Shore rabbi, it seems, has 

discovered that there is a correlation between defective mezuzahs and family disasters. A little child suffers 

a burn from a coffee percolator - - it turns out that the mezuzah parchment had a burn mark on it. You are 

childless? Install a kosher mezuzah and watch your fertility increase. 

 

It is one thing to say that a mezuzah should be kosher; that is, it contains the proper sentences from 

Deuteronomy and is written by hand; but it is quite another to say that a kosher mezuzah wards off evil and 

produces miracles. 

 

The book that promises an end to depression, the encapsulated scroll that prevents tragedy - - these are both 

forms of instant salvation that ought to be approached with great caution. The commandment to affix a 

mezuzah on the doorpost is Biblical, but there is no miraculous life insurance policy attached to it. I affix 

that mezuzah to my doorpost as a way of saying that my home is a place where God and the things God 

teaches are taken seriously. I affix the mezuzah to my doorpost as a way of saying that those who enter my 

home should be treated as Abraham treated those mysterious strangers who so long ago came to visit him. 

 

Judaism teaches us to be wary of the quick fix, the instant cure. Neither a book telling us how to overcome 

depression nor a talisman hung beside our door can replace a lifetime dedicated to the search for all those 

things that make for goodness and happiness and justice. As important as the mezuzah is on the door, more 

important yet is the mezuzah of the heart. 

 

There is, of course, a book that I can recommend to you. It is called the Torah. It has proven to be so 

valuable that some of us read it over and over again, never allowing its reading to come to an end. Of course, 

it has some rather shocking stories that sometimes may inspire us and sometimes offend us, and it has some 

lists of names that may prove less than spellbinding, but dig into it. Read it with the commentaries; create 

your own commentaries. It’s never too late to begin. 

 
Rabbi Robert J. Marx 

September 29, 1995 

D’varim 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Celebrate Purim with Hakafa 
either in-person or via Zoom this year 

at our annual  
 

 

 MEGILLA READINGMEGILLA READINGMEGILLA READINGMEGILLA READING    

CELEBRATIONCELEBRATIONCELEBRATIONCELEBRATION 

  

 

Wednesday, March 16, 2022 – 7:00 p.m. 
in-person at the Winnetka Comunity House 

or via Zoom (Meeting ID: 816 6759 5482) 
 
 
 

Join us for a fun-filled evening 
as we read from the Megilla! 

(Scroll of Esther or Megillat Esther in Hebrew) 
 
 
 

We’ve heard it from the Grammys, through the grapevine, leaving on 
a jet plane, in a yellow submarine, amidst the sounds of silence, 
wishing upon a star, with all our heart and soul, under a disco ball, 
on the television, through the painful 80's, with Glee, on Broadway, 
and more.  

 
 

This year? Come for our Jolly Holiday…. 
 

Costumes are encouraged – Prizes for anyone who wears one! 
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Services, classes, and events listed in this month’s newsletter as being “in-person” might be changed 
to “via Zoom only” should the COVID metrics indicate the need to switch. Please check the weekly 
email and Hakafa website for any last-minute changes. Please Note: You must be fully vaccinated to 
attend in-person classes and services. In addition, masks will be required, and social distancing will 
be observed. 
 
 
 
 

Important Information for In-Person Gatherings: March 
 

Shabbat Morning Minyan  
Zoom Meeting ID: 847  8216  0504 

 
Please join us in-person at the North Shore 
United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe) or via Zoom on Saturdays, March 5 and 
19 at 9:00 a.m. for this hour-long service and study. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to enhance your 
celebration of Shabbat. People of all ages are 
encouraged and welcome to attend.  
 
Please Note: You must be fully vaccinated to 
attend in-person Minyan. In addition, masks will 
be required, and social distancing will be 
observed. 
 

Prayer and Celebration 
 

Friday Evening Services  
Zoom Meeting ID: 292 137 266 

 

We continue to hold our Friday Evening Kabbalat Shabbat 
Services in-person at the Winnetka Community House (620 
Lincoln Ave, Winnetka) AND via Zoom, except for the last 
Friday of the month which is held via Zoom only.  
 
Beginning This Month – Our Shabbat Service on the first 
Friday of each month (March through May) will be held in-
person AND via Facebook Live. It will not be held via Zoom. 
 
Please Note: You must be fully vaccinated to attend in-person 
services, In addition, masks will be required and social-distancing 
will be observed.  
 
March 4 Shabbat P’kudei 
7:30 p.m.        Torah Portion: Exodus 38:21-40:38 

Haftarah: Isaiah 43:21-44:23 
Shabbat Service in person and via Facebook Live 
Guest Speaker: Jackie Maris 

 
March 11 Shabbat Zachor – Torah Portion Vayikra 
7:30 p.m.         Torah Portion: Leviticus 1:1-5:26  

Haftarah: Esther 7:1-10 
Shabbat Service in person and via Zoom 

 
March 18 Shabbat Tzav 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Leviticus 6:1-8:36  

Haftarah: I Kings 7:51-8:21 
Shabbat Service in person and via Zoom 

 
March 25 Shabbat Parah – Torah Portion Sh’mini 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Leviticus 9:1-11:47 

Haftarah: Ezekiel 36:22-36 
Shabbat Service via Zoom only 

  
  

 

Jackie Maris to Speak at  
Shabbat Services  

 
Jackie Maris, Chicago Education & Training 
Manager at Keshet,* will be our guest speaker at 
Shabbat services on Friday, March 4. We hope 
you will join us in-person at the Winnetka 
Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, 
Winnetka) or via Facebook Live. 
 
Please Note: You must be fully vaccinated to 
attend in-person services. In addition, masks 
will be required, and social-distancing will be 
observed.  
 
Jackie Maris describes herself as a queer, South 
African Pisces with a love for education and 
community-building. She serves as the Chicago 
Education & Training Manager at Keshet. She has 
also worked as Education Coordinator at 
Roundabout Theatre Company and in the 
admissions department at The Julliard School. She 
completed her undergraduate degree in 
Anthropology, History, and Gender Studies at the 
University of Cape Town and her Masters Degree in 
Arts Administration at New York University.  
 
*Keshet is a national organization that works for LGBTQ 

equality in Jewish life. 

 
 

Passover     
 
A Congregational Second Night Passover Seder is being 
planned for Saturday, April 16. Please watch your email for 
more details and how to sign up coming soon. 
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Prayer and Celebration (continued)  

Condolences to: 
 
Karen Rosen and family on the 
loss of her father, Stanley 
Rosen 
 
Wilma Tunick and family on the 
loss of her sister-in-law, Elaine 
Kabiller 

Relief from Financial Stress Due to  COVID-19 
 
If you are suffering from economic hardship due to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
could use a little help, please reach out to Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org, 847-
266-8854). We have funds available to assist you. 
 
 

Chesed 
 
The Hebrew word for loving kindness is chesed. The Chesed Committee at 
Hakafa works to respond to a wide range of situations and events that occur in 
the lives of our members. It is our attempt to reach out to one another.  If you or 
anyone you know of in our congregation is in crisis from an illness, death in the 
family, or personal stress, and could benefit from support, such as a visit, delivery 
/ preparation of meals, or a ride to a health care appointment, please contact 
Camille DeFrank (847-997-8085 /camilledefrank@gmail.com) or Beth 
McCullough (847-722-5430/mikeandbeth_60089@yahoo.com). 

 
 
 

Two Options for Friday Evening Oneg Hosting 
  

Hosting a Friday evening Oneg Shabbat is a wonderful way to honor the memory of a loved one on his/her yahrzeit or 
to celebrate a b’nai mitzvah, birthday, anniversary, or other special occasion with the congregation. Volunteers are 
needed to host our weekly oneg, and we now have two ways that members can do so: 
 
NEW: In-Person Onegs-To-Go 
Starting in March and continuing through May, Shabbat Services on the first Friday of each month will be held in-
person AND via Facebook Live (not via Zoom): March 4, April 1, and May 6. We would like to have volunteers provide 
“Onegs-To-Go” on those 3 nights: a small assortment of snacks such as fruit, crackers, cookies, nuts, or popcorn that 
are packaged in individual portions that can be picked up and taken when people leave the service. Here are the 
details: 

 In-person attendance is generally up to twenty people.  
 Pre-packaged snacks can be purchased as individual portions or packaged by the volunteers. 
 Small containers of beverages would also be appropriate.  
 Napkins and bags are available in our supplies at the Winnetka Community House.  
 The volunteer oneg host would provide the challah. 

 Oneg Hosts would be asked to come early to the Winnetka Community House to help set up the candles 
and the kiddush cup and distribute the printed services around the room. 

 The Oneg Host would also be asked to light the Shabbat candles (Sara will lead us all in the blessing, 
unless you would prefer to recite it yourself.). 

 
Virtual Oneg Sponsorship – Donations to Organizations  
We will continue our Virtual Oneg Sponsorship which allows hosts to support and share information about 
organizations that are important to them. Virtual Sponsorship will be available on all Friday evenings, except those 
where an Oneg-To-Go is being provided. Here's how it works: 

 After signing up for a specific date, make a donation to a charity about which you are passionate. 

 Light the Shabbat candles that night at services (Sara will lead us all in the blessing, unless you would 
prefer to recite it yourself.). 

 During announcements, you will be able to tell us about the place to which you donated. 

 Hakafa will make a donation to that organization in your honor. 

 Even if you cannot be at services that evening, we will tell participants about your cause, and Hakafa will 
make the donation in your honor.  

 
To volunteer to host either an Oneg-to-Go and/or a Virtual Oneg, sign up online at this link 
(http://tinyurl.com/oneg-hosting) or by contacting Suzanne Shore or Gayle Inbinder (oneg@hakafa.org). For 
more information: contact Suzanne (oneg@hakafa.org or 847-722-6797) and/or Gayle (oneg@hakafa.org or 847-951-
0380) 
 
 

Member News  

March B’nai Mitzvah  
 
Mazal Tov to Eli Neirick who will 
become a bar mitzvah on March 
12 
 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Member News (continued) 
 

No Board of Directors: How to Participate in Making Decisions at Hakafa 
 
When Hakafa was founded, the decision was made to operate without a Board of Directors. While oversight of day-to-
day operations is the responsibility of the congregation’s officers, the general membership is charged with the task of 
voting on congregational policies and direction. The congregation meets six times throughout the year, though 
additional special meetings may be called, and congregation members who are sixteen and older and who are present 
at a meeting may vote on recommendations brought to the greater body. Recommendations often come from 
committees that were formed either through our bylaws or at the request of the congregation or its officers. Hakafa 
committees are open to all members, and everyone is encouraged to participate.  
 
The bylaws affirm our Standing Committees (Worship, Religious Education, Adult Education, Social Action, Chesed, 
Membership, Budget and Finance, and Nominating), and also authorize the president to create Ad Hoc Committees to 
consider specific issues over a limited period of time. Recent Ad Hoc Committees include: The COVID-19 Safety Task 
Force, Task Force on Distribution of Excess Tzedakah Funds, Long-Range Planning Committee, Development of the 
Rabbi Robert J. Marx Social Justice Fund, and Long/Short Term Staffing Needs. 
 
Ad Hoc committee meetings are open to all members. However, we do ask participants to commit to attend all 
meetings if possible. Attendance is crucial to understanding the issues and making decisions. The committee chair is 
asked to provide new members with discussion notes from previous meetings.  
 
All upcoming meeting announcements include the Zoom link and chairperson contact information. Please contact 
committee chairs for updates about previous discussions and to answer any questions.   
 
 

Kadima Planning Meeting 
Zoom Meeting ID: Meeting ID: 854 6922 3823 

 
After almost two years, Kadima* is looking “forward” and has begun making plans! We had a planning meeting in 
January and have scheduled another planning meeting for Wednesday, March 9 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. We hope you 
will join us! The more the merrier!  Some of the preliminary ideas discussed at our January meeting included strong 
interest in Yiddish programing, developing a robust inter-generational program, a Ravinia outing, and a summer potluck 
– all COVID permitting. We hope you will join us on March 9 to share your ideas and put together a fun year! 
Don’t hesitate to contact Betsy Hersher (hersherb@hersher.com / 847-945-5974) with any questions. 
 
*Kadima ("forward" in Hebrew) is a Hakafa initiative formed in the fall of 2013. Primarily made up of "forward" thinking, 
dynamic, seniors, it is really open to all interested congregants. 
 

Willow Lawn Cemetery Plots 
 
Green burial is more environmentally friendly than 
standard burial. Information regarding Hakafa’s 
green cemetery section at Willow Lawn is available 
on our website (www.hakafa.org/worship-ritual/life-
cycle-events/death/end-life-resources/cemetery-
options). Please contact Deborah Brown 
(president@hakafa.org) with any questions. 
 
 

 

Mazal Tov to: 
 
Mimi and Philip Dray on the birth of their grandchild, Sydney Charlotte, to Emily and Sam Goldhar 
 
Sherry Medwin and Tom Siegel on the marriage of their son Jake Siegel to Alicia Tomik 
 
Annette Turow on the birth of her grandchild, Inez, to Eve and Jason Turow-Paul  
 
We apologize if we have inadvertently missed your simcha. Please let us know so that we can include it next month. As always, if 
you are having a simcha – a birth, wedding, or the like – please let us know (admin@hakafa.org) so that we can share your joy with 
our congregational community. 

 

Staffing Taks Force Meetings 
Zoom Meeting ID: 862 2029 2578 

 
The Staffing task force has had three meetings to work to 
bring together a recommendation for the congregation's 
immediate and future staffing needs. Anyone interested in 
joining for our next two meetings via Zoom on Mondays, 
March 7 and 21 at 7:00 p.m. should contact Sara Kurensky 
(kurloon@sbcglobal.net) who will bring you up-to-date for 
these meetings.  
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Member News (continued) 
 

The Rabbi Robert J Marx Social Justice 
Fund 

 
Hakafa's founding Rabbi, Robert J Marx z''l, died 
on Passover last year. His estate gave $25,000 to 
Hakafa in unrestricted funds. The Rabbi Robert J Marx 
Social Justice Fund was established by vote of the 
congregation to honor Robert with this bequest. Over 
the past few months, an ad hoc committee met to 
develop guidelines for this new fund, conceived to be a 
sustained source of funding available for justice 
projects suggested by and involving members of 
Hakafa. At its meeting on February 13, the 
congregation approved bylaws for the Fund and a 
rubric for the use of its money. The full rubric and 
bylaws for the fund are available at this link: 
https://www.hakafa.org/rabbi-robert-j.-marx-social-
justice-fund.html# 
 
The bylaws outline a trustee structure composed of 3 
elected Trustees, 1 current Officer Trustee, and 1 
Rabbi-appointed Trustee less than 25 years of age. 
This group of five will review and approve distributions 
from the Fund that are in alignment with Rabbi Marx’s 
legacy, as activated through Hakafa’s social justice 
work today. Specifically, the Trustees will seek 
requests for support of justice work that is active, 
authentic, shared, and sustained. The three elected 
Trustees will be elected by majority vote at the May 
2022 Annual Meeting of the Congregation, following 
the same nominating process as other elected roles 
within the Congregation.  
 
Many thanks to Elizabeth Cole and Heather Ross, 
committee chairs, for their leadership in this important 
work, and for the members of the committee who 
came together to create their vision of this way to 
honor Robert, who continues to teach and inspire us 
all. Contributions to the Rabbi Robert J Marx Social 
Justice Fund may be made to Congregation Hakafa, 
with an indication that the donation is for this fund. 

 
 

Making Contributions to Hakafa 
 
Throughout the year, people ask how they can make a 
contribution to Hakafa. We have three funds that accept 
donations, and we always value your support: 
 Our General Fund supports the day-to-day operations 

of the synagogue. Please make your check payable to 
"Congregation Hakafa." 

 
 Rabbi Elder's Discretionary Fund directly supports 

those in need in and around our community. Rabbi 
Elder directs the usage of these funds. Please make 
your check payable to "Congregation Hakafa" and 
write "Rabbi Elder's Discretionary Fund" on the memo 
line. 

 
 Our Endowment Fund supports special programming 

not covered by the budget. Endowment Trustees 
direct the usage of these funds. Please make your 
check payable to "Congregation Hakafa" and write 
"Endowment Fund" on the memo line. 
 

 The Rabbi Robert J. Marx Social Justice Fund 
supports new justice initiatives proposed by 
congregants that reflect the values and life of our 
founding rabbi. Please make your check payable to 
“Congregation Hakafa” and write “RJM Fund” on the 
memo line.  

 
If you would like to make your donation in honor or in 
memory of someone, please be sure to include a note in 
your envelope with the appropriate information so that a 
card can be sent to the honoree to let that person know 
about your donation.  
 
All donations can be mailed to: Congregation Hakafa, 
P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022. It is also possible to 
make donations with a credit card. Please contact Rona 
Elder (admin@hakafa.org) for assistance with that. If you 
are interested in a legacy giving plan, please let us know 
and arrangements can be made. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact Rona.  

 
 

Instructions for Accessing ZOOM Video Conferencing 
 
Virtual Name Tags: In order that we might better know each other, please log into Zoom events with your name. 
 
To Access Zoom with a computer/laptop: Go to www.zoom.us/join and enter the Meeting ID for the specific 
gathering. PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID. If it asks you if you want 
to use the computer's audio, say yes. The same for the video. If your video doesn't come up automatically, you can turn 
it on by clicking on the video icon at the bottom, left side of your screen. 
 
To Access Zoom on an iPad or smartphone: Go to www.zoom.us. If you have not already done so, you will be 
directed to download the Zoom app. Please download it. Then, click on “Join a Meeting” and enter the Meeting ID 
for the specific gathering. PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID. 
 
To Access Zoom by Phone (no video): Call 312-626-6799. When you hear a recording, it will instruct you to type in 
the Meeting ID number, followed by the # sign. PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT 
MEETING ID. You will be able to hear clearly and participate like everyone else. 
 

 

http://www.zoom.us/join
http://www.zoom.us/


 

                                    Hakafa             Hakafa Youth News  

             March 2022 

 
 

 
 

Note from the Director of Education 
 

We have a short but packed month ahead - 

be sure to check your calendars! We begin 

on March 1 with Hebrew School. On March 6 

we will have our regular Religious School 

classes with our second round of Chugim for 

our 3rd-8th grades and class for our 

Kindergarten-2nd grade students. 
 

We will have Hebrew School on March 8, and 

on Sunday, March 13 we will have a special 

Purim program for our students! Stay tuned 

for exciting details. Our High School students 

will also be having a service project day, as 

well, on March 13. 
 

Our last day of Religious School before Spring 

Break will be March 13, and our last day of 

Hebrew School will be March 15. We hope 

we will see all of you for our Congregation 

Purim Celebration on Wednesday, March 16 

(see details in this Newsletter) - Chag Purim 

Sameach! 
 

We return from break on Sunday, April 3.  
 

Wishing everyone a great month of March! 

We are looking forward to warmer weather! 

Have a wonderful Purim and Spring Break! 
 

L’shalom, Bibi 
 

 

Spring Break Calendar 
 

Please note these important 

Spring Break dates: 
 

• Last Day of Religious School: March 13 

• Last Day of Hebrew School: March 15 

• Religious School Resumes: April 3 

• Hebrew School Resumes for 4th-6th 

Grades: April 5 

• Hebrew School Resumes for 7th Grade: 

April 12 

 

 

 

It’s Time for Purim! 
 

Come celebrate Purim with us! 

 

Sunday, March 13 – Religious School  

   Purim Fun Day 
      (Details coming soon!) 

 

Wednesday, March 16 – Congregational  

     Megilla Reading & 

  Purim Celebration 
     (See enclosed flyer.) 

 

     
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Final B’nai Mitzvah Workshop 
 

The final workshop in Rabbi Elder’s “Walk 

through the Shabbat Service” b’nai mitzvah 

service prep series will be held in-person 

on Sunday, March 13 at 1:00 PM at the Takiff 

Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe). At 

that time, Rabbi Elder will break down the 

concluding part of the service, explaining 

themes and language. Also, there will be the 

opportunity to discuss music options for your 

service. If you have any questions, please 

contact Rabbi Elder. 
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Lunch & Learn 
Zoom Meeting ID: 821 5540 2577 

 
Lunch & Learn will take place via Zoom at 12:00 noon on Thursday, March 10. Bring your lunch and prepare to 
participate in a lively discussion with Rabbi Elder! New participants are always welcome. 
 

Adult Education 
 

Hebrew Circle 
Zoom Meeting ID: 871 8801 8556 

 
If you are a Hebrew speaker 
(beginners welcome!) looking to 
practice your Hebrew with other 
Hebrew speaking Hakafa 
members, please join us via Zoom 
on Thursday, March 10 at 10:30 
a.m. for an hour of Hebrew 
conversation with Rabbi Elder! 
New participants are always 
welcome. 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Education 
Zoom Meeting ID: Meeting ID: 871 3067 5137 

 
Sunday Morning Adult Education will take place at 10:30 a.m. via Zoom on the following Sunday mornings in March. 
All Hakafa adults are invited to participate in our Sunday Morning Adult Education classes led by both congregational 
and community scholars who will delve into a variety of topics of special interest and expertise. Feel free to come for 
one session or for all of them! 
 
March 6: “Reflections on Chelm”  
Join Dr. Sandy Goldberg as he discusses the distinctive brand of Jewish storytelling that comes from the town of 
Chelm. He will discuss the history of the storytelling tradition as well as explore its significiance with an emphasis on 
the evolution of Jewish humor during the last 150 years.  

 
Sandy Goldberg is the Chester D. Tripp Professor in the Humanities and Professor of Philosophy at Northwestern 
University. His research focuses on the nature and social dimensions of mind, language, and knowledge. He has 
served as Chair of the Board of Northwestern Hillel (2016-18) and as President of Beth Hillel B’nai Emunah synagogue 
in Wilmette (2018-20). He and his wife, Judy Levey, live in Evanston, and they have three adult children. 

 
March 13: One Congregation, One Book discussion of Twelve Tribes: Promise and Peril in the New Israel 
Join the book’s author, Ethan Michaeli, for a discussion of his book. In Twelve Tribes, award-winning journalist Ethan 
Michaeli weaves together the personal histories of Israelis of all tribes into a narrative of social and political change. 
Framed by Michaeli’s experience as an Israeli American, Twelve Tribes illuminates the complex dynamics within the 
country and reveals Israel as a land of paradoxical intersections‚ a place where all of the world’s struggles meet, and 
a microcosm for the challenges faced by all nations today. 

 
Ethan Michaeli is an award-winning author, journalist and university lecturer. He earned a BA in English Language and 
Literature from the University of Chicago and was a copy editor and investigative reporter at The Chicago Daily 
Defender from 1991 to 1996. He left The Defender to found the Residents’ Journal and an affiliated not-for-profit 
organization, We The People Media. He is currently a lecturer at the Harris School of Public Policy of the University of 
Chicago and a senior adviser for communications and development at the Goldin Institute. His first book, “The 
Defender: How the Legendary Black Newspaper Changed America,” was praised by The New York Times as “a 
towering achievement that will not be soon forgotten.” His work has been published by Oxford University Press, 
the Washington Post, Atlantic Magazine, The Nation, The Forward, In These Times, the Chicago Tribune and other 
venues. 
 

Wednesday Afternoon Tanach Study Class 
 

All are invited to join Rabbi Elder either in-person at the North Shore 
United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) OR via Zoom 
(813 358 443) for weekly Tanach study on Wednesday afternoons from 
1:00 to 2:30 p.m. Each week, we proceed through the Bible, verse by verse, 
discussing its content and various interpretations. New participants are 
always welcome.  
 
Class will NOT meet on March 16 and March 30. 
 
Please Note: You must be fully vaccinated to attend in-person 
Wednesday Afternoon Tanach Study. In addition, masks will be 
required, and social distancing will be observed. 
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The greater Chicago area Jewish community has many organizations to which you can turn should you need 
support. Here are a few of them: 
 
CJE SeniorLife (www.cje.net, 773-508-1000) – Since 1972, CJE SeniorLife has enhanced the lives of older adults and 
their families through a comprehensive network that includes housing, health care, community services, health and 
wellness education, life enrichment programs and applied research.  
 
JCFS Chicago (www.jcfs.org, 855-275-5237) – JCFS Chicago provides caring and healing services to children, teens, 
adults, older adults and families for help with autism, support with advanced illness, special education, individual and 
family counseling, and more.  
 
JCFS Chicago Addiction Services (www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/addiction-services, 847-
745-5422) – JCFS Chicago Addiction Services was created to build a caring community that is aware of and 
responsive to the problem of addiction and to support individuals and families who struggle with addiction.  
 
JCFS Chicago Illness, Loss and Spiritual Support Services (www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-
programs/illness-loss-grief, 847-745-5404) – The staff at JCFS Chicago Illness, Loss and Spiritual Support Services 
provides information about social services, medical resources, and spiritual resources for people who are ill, grieving, 
or serving as caregivers to help in their difficult times. 
 
SHALVA (www.shalvaonline.org, 773-583-4673) - SHALVA offers free, confidential, domestic abuse counseling 
services to the Chicago Jewish Community.  
 

 

Musar Class  
Zoom Meeting ID: 242 631 590 

 
Musar is a long-standing tradition of exploring Jewish ethics with a 
particular focus on character formation. Join Rabbi Elder via Zoom on 
Wednesday mornings from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. to delve into 
selections from the Musar tradition, in text and in practice.  
 
The goal of the class is to not only take a more academic approach to 
Jewish ethics and ethical literature, but also to use some of the 
techniques of the Musar Movement (chevruta study, personal reflection 
time, and others) to deepen our own understanding of ourselves and 
push to live up to the best that is within each one of us.  
 
Please Note: Class will not meet on March 16 and March 30. 
  
 

Tuesday Evening Tanach Study Class  
Zoom Meeting ID: 662 730 822 

 
All are invited to join Rabbi Elder via Zoom for weekly Tanach study on 
Tuesday evenings from 7:30 to 8:45 p.m. Each week, we proceed 
through the Bible, verse by verse, discussing its content and various 
interpretations. New participants are always welcome.  
 
Please Note: Class will NOT meet on March 29. 
 
 
 

Adult Education (continued) 
 

Midrash Class 
Zoom Meeting ID: 696 226 468 

 
Join us either in-person at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church (213 
Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) OR via Zoom 
on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. to 
study midrash. Midrash is the creative, 
interpretative process of the rabbis over 
generations.  
 
Through midrash, we see how the rabbis 
saw the text of the Bible - its lessons, it 
messages, its practical applications, and 
its relevance to them throughout time. 
Through the study of midrash, we will 
see how much of our understanding of 
the biblical text has been influenced by 
theirs.  
 
Class will not meet on March 29. 
 
Please Note: You must be fully 
vaccinated to attend in-person 
Midrash Class. In addition, masks will 
be required, and social distancing will 
be observed. 
 

Jewish Community Resources 
 

http://www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/addiction-services
http://www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/illness-loss-grief
http://www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/illness-loss-grief
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 Social Action  
 

 A Just Harvest 
 
Due to COVID-19, A Just Harvest* now serves a daily boxed lunch to more than 150 people (no seated dinner). No 
volunteers are permitted in the kitchen, but Hakafa still provides the Sunday lunch on our designated days. On the 
second Sunday morning of each month, volunteers are needed to provide one or more of the following items: 
the fried chicken entrée, salad, vegetables, fruit, and/or dessert. Hakafa’s tzedakah fund can reimburse you for 
expenses, if needed. The fried chicken needs to be ordered and picked up at 11:00 a.m. from the Jewel on Howard 
and delivered to A Just Harvest (7649 N. Paulina St, Chicago). All other items should be left at A Just Harvest’s door at 
10:00 a.m. Contact Monique Parsons (monique.parsons@gmail.com) with questions. To sign up to provide any of 
the above items, go to: http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest.  
 
*A Just Harvest’s mission is to fight poverty & hunger in the Rogers Park & greater Chicago community by providing nutritious 
meals daily while cultivating community & economic development and organizing across racial, cultural & socioeconomic 
lines in order to create a more just society. A Just Harvest’s Community Kitchen began as a ministry of the Good News 
Community Church in 1983. In the beginning, they served meals a few days per week. Today, the Community Kitchen is the 
largest & only self-standing community soup kitchen in the Chicago metro area. They serve hot, nutritious meals 365 days 
per year. 

 

 

Laptops Needed 
 
Hakafa has recently befriended a brother and 
sister (Marjorie and Mohammed) from Uganda; we 
have also befriended two other young people, 
Scovia and Swaliki, who are here on their own. 
Thanks to the congregation, they now have winter 
clothes. However, they still need laptops. 
Therefore, if you are thinking of upgrading your 
current laptop, please consider donating your older 
one to Marjorie, Mohammed, Scovia, and Swaliki. 
 
If you are able to help, contact Laura and David 
Stone (lstone154@comcast.net) to arrange a time 
to drop off the laptop(s) at their home in Wilmette.  
 
Or, sign up online at this link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4aa4a72f
a57-winter.  
 

 

Hands of Peace Host Families Needed for Teens This July 
 
Hands of Peace is currently planning an in-person summer program for around 40 participants (age 15-18) from Israel, 
Palestine, and the United States from July 6-25th, 2022. A component vital to the Hands of Peace experience is that 
each Israeli, Palestinian, or out-of-state American participant stays with an American host family for the duration of the 
summer program, further broadening the opportunity for cross-cultural dialogue and exchange. If someone is 
interested in applying to be a host family, they can use this link (https://handsofpeace.org/summer-program/) 
and scroll below the participant application. They can also contact Hakafa member, Janet Lubetkin, for further 
information at janetlubetkin@gmail.com. 
 

Hands of Peace empowers American, Israeli, and Palestinian youth to become agents of change. It believes in positive 
peace that builds constructive attitudes and systems that foster equality, freedom, and justice. The Hands of Peace journey 
begins with intensive three-week Summer Programs in the United States, bringing together American, Israeli, and Palestinian 
youth for daily dialogue, interactive activities, and interfaith experiences. Hands of Peace continues to develop these youth 
leaders through ongoing dialogue, education, and action. 
 
 

Volunteers Needed to Help Make  
Sack Dinners for the Nigh Ministry 

 
On Monday, March 7, Hakafa will be donating 80 sack 
dinners to The Night Ministry. These meals will be donated 
via The Night Ministry Health Bus at a stop in South Shore. If 
you are interested in preparing 10 meals for people 
experiencing homelessness, please contact Barb Scott 
(bams457@gmail.com) for the details. All meals will be 
picked up from volunteers at their homes.  
 
We are also looking for one or two volunteers who can 
help deliver the meals to The Night Ministry OR help collect 
the meals locally and drop off at Barb Scott’s home.  
 
The Night Ministry is a Chicago-based organization that works to 
provide housing, health care, and human connection to members 
of the Chicago community struggling with poverty or 
homelessness. Here is the link to The Night Ministry’s website: 
www.thenightministry.org. 

 
  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4aa4a72fa57-winter
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4aa4a72fa57-winter
mailto:bams457@gmail.com
http://www.thenightministry.org/


 
 

Congregation Hakafa Calendar               March 2022 – Adar I / Adar II 5782 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1    

 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC & Zoom)  
 
4:15-5:30 pm  
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 pm 
Tanach Study (Zoom)   

2 
 
10:00 am 
Mussar Class (Zoom) 
 
1:00 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom) 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4  
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service –  
Guest Speaker: Jackie Maris  
(WCH & Facebook Live) 

5 
 
9:00 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan  
(NSUMC & Zoom) 

 

6    
 

9:00-11:30 am 
11th Grade Comparative Religions Field Trip 
 

10:00-11:30 am  
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:30 am–12:00 pm 
Adult Education (Zoom) – Dr. Sandy 
Goldberg: Reflections on Chelm  
 

2:00-3:30 pm 
Confirmation Class II (NSUMC) 

7 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7:00 pm 
Staffing Task Force Meeting (Zoom)   

8   
 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC & Zoom)  
 
 
 

4:15-5:30 pm  
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Tanach Study (Zoom)   

9       

 

10:00 am 
Mussar Class (Zoom) 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom) 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Kadima Planning Meeting (Zoom) 

10 
 
10:30 am 
Hebrew Circle (Zoom)  
 
12:00 pm 
Lunch & Learn (Zoom) 

 

11 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH & Zoom) 

12 
 

Bar Mitzvah Service of 
Eli Neirick 

 

13        
 

10:00-11:30 am  
Religious School Purim Fun Day (TC) 
 

10:30 am–12:00 pm 
One Congregation, One Book Discussion of 
Twelve Tribes with author Ethan Michaeli 
 

12:45-3:00 pm 
High School Program Service Project 
 

1:00 pm  
4th B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC)  

14      15       Newsletter Articles Due 
 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC & Zoom) 

 

 
4:15-5:30 pm  
Hebrew School (TC) 

 
7:30 pm 
Tanach Study (Zoom)   

16 
 

 
 

 

 

Erev Purim 

 
7:00 pm 
Purim Megilla Reading Celebration 
(WCH & Zoom) 

17           
Purim 

 

 

  

18 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH & Zoom) 

19 
 
9:00 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan  
(NSUMC & Zoom)  

20 
 
  

21    

 
 
 
 

 
7:00 pm 
Staffing Task Force Meeting (Zoom)   

22 
 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC & Zoom) 

 
 
 

7:30 pm 
Tanach Study (Zoom)   

23 
 
10:00 am 
Mussar Class (Zoom) 
 
1:00 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom) 

24 25 
 
 

 
 

 
 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (Zoom only) 

26 
 

27 
 
 

28 29 30 31 

 

TC = Glencoe Park District Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
WCH = Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
NSUMC = North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Deborah Brown…..………………………………………………………………….…………….President 
Barbara Miller......…………………...…………………………………...………………Vice President 
Ellen Criz.............…………………………………………..………….….....Operations Treasurer 
Allison Stein….…………………………………………………………….………………………...Secretary 
Jason Glick……………………………………………………………………………………Dues Treasurer 
Bonnie Koven & Sally Nador…......………….………….........Endowment Trustees 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Bruce Elder……………………….....……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 
Rona Elder……….…......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 
Bibi Patt…Director of Education (847-650-7720 or education@hakafa.org) 
Sara Goodman……..….Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 
Lori Wilansky............The Circle (847-732-7656 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in connection 
with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly prohibited. 
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