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BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

D’varim 
 

Unfriending Mark Zuckerberg 
 

 I unofficially left Facebook last week. I am done with it, I hope, other than to post for Hakafa. I came 

to realize that the affirmation and comfort I thought I was receiving from my cyber echo-chamber - that self-

selected circle that allowed me to feel as though my beliefs fall within a spectrum that could be considered 

sane – were not affirmational nor comforting at all. Rather, the posts with which Facebook’s algorithm 

populated my feed merely made me more anxious, its steady stream of unhealthy reminders about the world 

and my place in it playing as loudly outside my head as within it. 

 The intoxication of instant affirmation is a golden tonic, isn’t it? Facebook and its derivatives have 

become drugs of choice for so many of us, without us even realizing it. We can’t seem to get enough until, 

before we know it, we are addicted to the adrenaline of confirmation bias that groupthink engenders. Our 

ever-more-complicated world is increasingly ever-more-perversely-simplified by random lines of “us” and 

“them” being drawn in a million different ways online. Simply put, I am burned out, tired of the constant 

state of anger, disappointment, and distrust I feel toward others whom I don’t know and with whom I didn’t 

even know I disagree. 

 I don’t deny the value of Facebook for those who have found a lifeline, companionship, communities, 

or new and old connections. The cruelty of insecurity masquerading as its vapid opposite is what worries me 

as it manifests itself on our computer screens with the click of a button.  

 A visit with an old friend whom I hadn’t seen in over a decade is what ultimately pushed me off 

social media. We had been in touch through Facebook over the years, wishing each other happy birthday and 

a hello from time to time. We never cared enough to communicate in person or on the phone, even though 

we live less than thirty minutes from one another. So, I think we were both surprised when we decided to get 

together. The hour we spent reminded me why we haven’t seen each other for so long: We have nothing in 

common anymore and had nothing to say to each other. As I left him, I found myself asking, “Why am I 

spending time in niceties with people who were once in my life but who aren’t now, instead of being with 

the people who are in my life and who mean so much to me? By extension, do I really need to be lost in the 

internet abyss of endless cat videos interspersed with the confessions of high school classmates who feel the 

need to tell us that God told them to vote for our current president? Do I really need any of it?” 

 I know I sound disheartened, but I am not. If anything, I am quite the opposite. I feel free in a way I 

haven’t felt in a long time: Free to actually listen to what one of my children is saying to me instead of 

pretending to listen while I scroll distractedly, free to be with Rona instead of reading just one more article 

that tells me again how awful I should feel about the state of our world, and free to start regaining some 

perspective that has been lost over these past too many years. 

 So, if you want to reach me, please call or text. Better yet, let’s have coffee or go for a walk. Tell me, 

really tell me, what’s going on in your life, what’s going on with your family, and what’s been on your mind 

as of late. Tell me about a book I should read or a movie I should see and why I should read or see it. Let’s 

continue to worry about whatever worries us, but let’s do it rationally, reasonably, and with real compassion 

for each other and for others with whom we might not agree.   

If you want to friend me, friend me; just do it in person, if you can. 

 
-Rabbi Bruce Elder 
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Friday Night Services     
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at the 
Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the following 
evenings: 
  
January 3  Shabbat Vayigash 
7:30 p.m.  Torah Portion: Genesis 44:18:47-27 

Haftarah: Ezekiel 37:15-28 
 
January 10  Shabbat Lech Va-y’chi 
7:30 p.m.   Torah Portion:  Genesis 47:28-50:26 

Haftarah: I Kings 2:1-12 
   
January 17  Shabbat Sh’mot 
7:30 p.m.   Torah Portion:  Genesis 37:1:40:23 

Haftarah: Amos 2:6-3:8  
   
January 24  Parshat Va’eira 
7:30 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Exodus 6:2-9:35 

Haftarah: Ezekiel 28:25-29:21  
 

January 31  Parshat Bo 
7:30 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Exodus 10:1-13:16 

Haftarah: Jeremiah 46:13-28  

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Share Your Holidays  
 
If you would like to host a fellow congregant for a holiday meal, or if 
you need or want a place to go for the holidays, please contact Sylvia 
Dresser( 847-945-6095). 
 

Oneg Hosts Needed:  
 
We are looking for hosts for Friday 
evening onegs  for the upcoming year. 
Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a 
wonderful way to help support Hakafa 
and is also a nice way to celebrate a 
bar/bat mitzvah, birthday, anniversary, or 
other special occasion with the 
congregation. Many people honor the 
memory of a loved one on his/her yahrzeit 
by hosting an oneg.  
 
If you would like to host an oneg, 
please sign up at this link 
(http://tinyurl.com/oneg-hosting) or 
contact one of our Volunteer Oneg 
Coordinators via email at 
oneg@hakafa.org. You can also contact 
them by phone: Suzanne/Rick Shore 
(847-722-6797) or Ilene Holt-Turner 
(847-409-6022). 
 

Prayer and Celebration 
 

Shabbat Morning Minyanim 
 

Please join us at 8:30 a.m. on 
Saturdays, January 4 and 18 at the 
home of Barbara and Allen Anderson 
(849 Oak Drive, Glencoe) for our January 
Shabbat morning minyanim. This hour-
long service and study is a wonderful 
opportunity to enhance your celebration 
of Shabbat. People of all ages are 
encouraged and welcome to join us. 
 
 

 

Tot Shabbat is Back! 
 
We are bringing back Tot Shabbat! 
Families with children ages five and 
younger (including parents, siblings, 
and/or extended family) are invited to join 
us to sing, dance, hear a story, and pray 
at Tot Shabbat! Our first gathering will be 
on Saturday, January 11 at 10:30 a.m. 
at the North Shore United Methodist 
Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). 
Our fun, 30-minute service will be 
followed by a short Kiddush. 

Live Streaming of Worship Services 
 

If you are unable to make it to our worship services, but would like to participate from your home, you can watch a 
live-stream of them. We are now streaming our services through Facebook Live on the Hakafa Facebook Page.   
Go to www.hakafa.org and click on the “listen now” icon on the home page for instructions. OR - You can go directly 
to Hakafa’s Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?fref=ts.  
If this link does not work, you can always go to Facebook and search for “Congregation Hakafa.” Once you are on 
Hakafa’s Facebook Page, scroll through the news feed until you come to the service for which you are looking. If you 

would like to receive notifications whenever Hakafa is "live" on Facebook, click on the  icon near the top of the 
Hakafa Facebook Page, then click on "Following," and then set your notifications.  

Charlie Bendetti to Speak at Shabbat Services 
 
Join us at Shabbat services on Friday, January 31 as we welcome 
Charlie Bendetti as a guest speaker. Mr. Benedetti is a former 
Catholic priest who has spent his life exploring spiritual and 
metaphysical ideas. He will share with us some of what he has 
learned. 
 
Mr. Benedetti was ordained a Catholic priest in Rome in 1959. He served a 
parish in Columbus, OH for a decade, leaving the priesthood in 1970 to pursue 
studies in psychology in Chicago. He began expanding his religious studies 
shortly thereafter and has spent the last forty-five years steeped in the ideas of 
religion, meditation, history, mysticism, quantum physics, spirituality, and 
beyond. 
 
 

mailto:oneg@hakafa.org
https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?fref=ts
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Prayer and Celebration (continued) 
 

Hakafa Annual Canoe Trip: July 30 – August 2 
 

This year we will return to the Pine River Paddle Sports Center (PRPSC) in Wellston, MI where we will establish a base 
camp. PRPSC is privately owned and extremely well maintained. We have reserved a wooded site that has potable 
water. A short walk from our campsite are bathrooms equipped with sinks, flush toilets and hot showers. At our 
planning meeting(s) we will divvy out meals responsibility - though we all help with meal preparation and clean-
up. Children are welcome, but they must be strong swimmers. Based on prior trip expenses, the cost per person for the 
campsite, canoes, and gratuities will be $160. So we can pay our deposit to PRPSC, please send a check for $100 per 
person made out to John Wolfson by April 4th: John Wolfson, 3232 Maple Leaf Drive, Glenview, IL 60026. Your final 
payment of $60 per person is due June 1

st
. We will schedule a planning meeting in early June. Contact John Wolfson 

(847-344-9323 or johnwolfson1952@gmail.com) with questions. 
 
  

Mazal Tov to: 
 
Mimi and Phil Dray on the birth of their first 
grandchild, Leo Dray Goldhar 
 
Hope and Jeffrey Sheffield on the marriage of 
their daughter Eliza to Anthony Oshunsanya. 
 
Sherry Medwin and Tom Siegel on the birth of 
their first grandchild, Arthur Jack Siegel 
 
 

 

Hakafa’s Newest Initiative – Kesher to Hold Next Event at Curt’s Café in Highland Park 
 
Many Hakafa members have been living their congregation experience through their children. As their children move 
away, they are beginning to ask how to engage in our community for themselves. To that end, we are kicking off 
Kesher (Hebrew for “Connection”), an initiative to allow members in this demography to get to know one another, share 
ideas, and create new and deep relationships. Our next monthly gathering will be held at Curt's Cafe Highland Park 
(1766 2nd Street, Highland Park) on Wednesday, January 8 from 7:00-8:30 p.m.  Though geared toward new, recent, 
or soon-to-be empty nesters, all Hakafa members are invited to join us for light dessert, coffee, and some great 
conversation. Contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) with questions or to R.S.V.P. 

 

Thank you to: 
 
Sharon Gutan, Betsy Hersher, and Kadima 
volunteers for once again seamlessly 
coordinating and providing a beautiful and 
delicious congregational Hanukkah 
celebration. 
 

Congregation Directory 
 
The 2019-2020 Congregation Hakafa 
Directory is in the process of being updated 
and will be delivered later this month. Please 
contact Rona (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-
0687) with any changes and/or updates. 
 

Condolences to: 
 
Audrey Gordon, on the loss of her brother, Dr. Martin Alan Kramen 
 
Mark Lee and family on the loss of his mother, Grace Lee 
 
Karen Citow and family on the loss of her father, Harry Swigert 

 

Calling all Torah Readers and Chanters 
 
Hakafa is inviting members to chant or read Torah at select Erev Shabbat services. If you are interested in learning 
more about this opportunity, please contact Brian Browdy (847-942-7318 or brian.browdy@gmail.com). 
 

Join Us for a Kumzits   
   
“Kumzits” is a compound-word in Hebrew derived from the Yiddish 
words “kum” (come) and “zits” (sit). The word is used to describe 
an evening gathering where we come together and sing. Join us 
on Saturday, January 11 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of David and 
Linda Weinstein (719 Harvard Street, Wilmette) for Havdalah, 
Hakafa style! We will sing, schmooze, and nosh. Bring your 
guitars, mandolins, ukes, banjos, drums, harmonicas, hands, feet, 
and voices. 

 

Member News 
 

Accessibility at Hakafa 
 
If you become aware of any accessibility issues within the 
congregation, we hope you will share them with us by speaking 
confidentially with one of our Chesed Committee Chairs: Ana 
Bensinger (anabensinger@att.net or 847-926-3223) or  
Anita Goldberg (anitagoldberg@gmail.com or 847-432-8973).  
 

https://maps.google.com/?q=3232+Maple+Leaf+Drive,+Glenview,+IL+60026&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(847)%20344-9323
mailto:johnwolfson1952@gmail.com
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Member News (continued) 

 

One Congregation, One Book:The Color of Love: A Story of a Mixed-Race Jewish Girl  
by Marra Gad 

 
The Color of Love  is a memoir about a mixed-race Jewish woman who, after fifteen years of estrangement from her 
racist great-aunt, helps bring her home when Alzheimer’s strikes. It explores the idea of yerusha, which means “inheri-
tance” in Yiddish. At turns heart-wrenching and heartwarming, this is a story about what you inherit from your family —
 identity, disease, melanin, hate, and most powerful of all, love. The author was raised in Chicago, and taught in 
Hakafa's religious school in the mid-1990s. We will be discussing the book on Sunday morning, Feb. 23 at 10:35 a.m. 
at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe).   

 

Hakafa Location Accessibility Guide 
 
The information provided below is designed to give general information about accessibility at the locations where we 
hold services, classes, programs, and events. For specific questions, please contact our office (admin@hakafa.org or 
847-242-0687) or the actual location.  

 
 A Just Harvest (www.ajustharvest.org): Accessible building with street parking. 

 Anderson Household (caabaa@sbcglobal.net): Ranch house with no steps. Two cats present. 

 Curt’s Café Highland Park (www.curtscafe.org): Accessible building. 

 Davis Household (ablakleydavis@gmail.com): Ranch House with no steps. Dogs and cats present. 

 North Shore United Methodist Church (www.nsumcglencoe.org): No steps into the building; two-step 
stairway inside building (ramp available); elevator available (with help for the door) to second floor. 

 Office of Brad Reiff (breiff@compasslexecon.com): 13
th
 floor of accessible building. 

 Office of Phil Zisook (pjz123@comcast.net): 21st floor of accessible building. 

 Robertson Household (mrobertson595@gmail.com): No steps into the house. 

 Takiff Center (www.glencoeparkdistrict.com/Facilities/Takiff-Center): Accessible building; programs that take 
place on the second floor accessible by elevator – a short walk on the second level to classrooms.  

 Weinstein Household (jerona1913@gmail.com): One step into accessible house. Large dog present. 

 Winnetka Community House (www.winnetkacommunityhouse.org): Ramp into building. 
 

Large print prayer books are available at Shabbat services.  

Chesed 
 
Chesed is our  attempt to reach out to one another. If you know of anyone in our congregation who is in crisis who 
could benefit from support, such as a visit, delivery and/or preparation of meals, or a ride to a health care appointment, 
please contact Ana Bensinger (anabensinger@att.net or 847-926-3223) or Anita Goldberg 
(anitagoldberg@gmail.com or 847-432-8973). You can also contact either of them if you would like to volunteer. 

 

The Greater Chicago Area Jewish Community Organizations that Provide Support 
 
CJE Senior Life (cje.net, 773.508.1000) – has enhanced the lives of older adults and their families through a 
comprehensive network that includes housing, health care, community services, health and wellness education, life 
enrichment programs and applied research.  
 
Jewish Center for Addiction (jcfs.org/Jewish-addiction, 847-745-5422) was created to build a caring community that 
is aware of and responsive to the problem of addiction and support individuals and families.  
  
Jewish Child and Family Service (jcfs.org, 855-275-5237) - provides caring and healing services to children, teens, 
adults, older adults and families for help with autism, support with advanced illness, special education, individual and 
family counseling, and more.  
 
Jewish Healing Network (847.745.5404) – provides information about social services, medical resources, and 
spiritual resources for people who are ill, grieving, or serving as care-givers to help in their difficult times. 
 
Shalva (shalvaonline.org, 773-583-4673) - offers free, confidential, domestic abuse counseling. 

 

mailto:admin@hakafa.org
http://www.ajustharvest.org/
mailto:caabaa@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jerona1913@gmail.com
mailto:anabensinger@att.net
mailto:anitagoldberg@gmail.com
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Adult Education 
 

Lunch and Learn in the Loop 
 
“Lunch & Learn in the Loop” will take place at noon 
on Thursday, January 9 at the office of Phil 
Zisook (222 S. Riverside Plaza, 21st Floor, 
Chicago). Bring your own lunch and prepare to 
participate in a lively discussion with Rabbi Elder! 
New participants are always welcome. 
 

Film Group  
 
Please join us when we screen Menashe on Saturday, January 18 at 7:00 p.m. at our offices at the North Shore 
United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe).  The film takes place deep in the heart of New York’s 
notoriously secretive Hasidic Jewish community where Menashe, a grocery store clerk, struggles against tradition to 
keep custody of his only son after his wife passes away. Hakafa member, Sandor Goldstein will be presenting the 
movie and lead the discussion as well. 
 
Come for dinner at 6:00 p.m!  We’ll be ordering pizza from Little Red Hen. Please R.S.V.P. to Carol McCardell 
(mcsolomon@comcast.net or 847-727-0029) for dinner ($5 per person). Or, simply come for the movie at 7:00. Feel 
free to bring friends, family, beverages, salad (especially welcome), or a nosh, but please no popcorn. 
 

 

Two Weekly Opportunities for  
Torah Study 

 
Tuesday Evening Torah Class:  
 
7:30 to 8:45 p.m. 
North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
 

Wednesday Afternoon Torah Class: 
 
1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
 
Please Note: Class will not meet on January 1. 
 

Midrash Class 
 
Join us on Tuesday mornings from 9:00 to 10:00 
a.m. at the North Shore United Methodist 
Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) to study 
midrash. Midrash is the creative, interpretative 
process of the rabbis over generations. Through 
midrash, we see how the rabbis saw the text of the 
Bible - its lessons, it messages, its practical 
applications, and its relevance to them throughout 
time. Through the study of midrash, we will see 
how much of our understanding of the biblical text 
has been influenced by theirs.  
 

The Siddur:  
It’s Meaning and Theology 

 
How many of us know what our Hebrew prayers actually 
say? How many of us know what they mean? Join us at 
10:15 a.m. on Tuesdays, January 7 and 21 at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe) as we explore the Jewish prayer book. 
 
During each session we will look at prayers in Hebrew, 
translate them together, discuss their theology, and parse 
what they might mean for us today.  

 

Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
 
“Nosh & Know on the North Shore” will take place 
on Thursday, January 23 at 9:00 a.m. at the 
home of Cookie and Ned Robertson (211 Dennis 
Lane, Glencoe). Join us for a lively conversation 
with Rabbi Elder! New participants are always 
welcome.  

 

Mishneh Torah 
 
Our January sessions of Mishneh Torah (Jewish 
law) class will be held on Tuesdays, January 14 
and 28 at 10:30 a.m. at the home of Allison 
Blakley Davis & Kenneth Davis (2940 Moon Hill 
Drive, Northbrook). Come learn more about what 
Halacha has to say about every aspects of  life. 

 
 

Hebrew Circle 
 
If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners welcome!) looking to 
practice your Hebrew with other Hebrew speaking Hakafa 
members, please join us on Thursday, January 9 at 10:30 
a.m. at the office of Brad Reiff (332 S. Michigan Avenue, 
13

th
 floor, Chicago) for an hour of Hebrew conversation with 

Rabbi Elder!  
 

mailto:mcsolomon@comcast.net


6                                                  The Circle                                              January 2020 

Sunday Morning Adult Education: January Schedule  
10:35 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 

 
January 12:  
 
Option 1:   
Join us in Community Room 1 where Dr. Claire Sufrin will begin her 3-part series on “Elie Wiesel: His Life and 
Work.” A young survivor of Auschwitz, Elie Wiesel (1928-2016) dedicated his life to making sure that the world knew 
about the horrors of the Holocaust. Given his dedication to the survival of the Jews and Judaism, he is often described 
as a theologian. But he rarely wrote about God directly. In these sessions, we will consider examples of how Wiesel 
communicated about God indirectly in memoir, novels, and other forms. 

 
Dr. Claire Sufrin is Associate Professor of Instruction and Assistant Director of Jewish Studies at the Crown Family Center for 
Jewish and Israel Studies at Northwestern University. Born and raised in the Chicago-area, she holds a BA in Religious Studies from 
Yale University and a PhD in Religious Studies from Stanford University. 

 
Option 2:  
Join us in Community Room 2 where Rabbi Donni Aaron, Director of InterFaith Family/Chicago will lead a 
discussion group for interfaith families. There are blessings and challenges to being in an interfaith relationship. 
While each couple is unique, it can be helpful to talk with other couples who are in a similar situation. Join with other 
interfaith couples to hear what’s on their minds and share what’s on yours.  

 
Rabbi Donni Aaron received her rabbinic ordination at the Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of Religion in 2001. Prior to 
rabbinical school, Donni received a BS in Social Work from the State University of New York at Brockport. Since her ordination, 
Donni has worked as a congregational rabbi, hospital chaplain, religious school director, preschool educator, Jewish day school 
educator, song leader and overnight camp rabbi. Her passion is connecting with people on their individual journeys and helping 
Judaism come alive for them and their families. Donni loves music and creating Jewish art whenever possible. She is proud to be 
married to Rabbi Scott Aaron and together they have three amazing children, Meitav, Nitzan and Naor. 

 
January 19: 
 
Option 1:  
Join us in Community Room 1 where Dr. Claire Sufrin will continue with the second session of her three-part series 
on “Elie Wiesel: His Life and Work.” 

 
Option 2:  
Join us in Community Room 2 for an LGBTQ&A session. Do you have questions for members of the LGBTQ 
community? Do you want a better understanding of gender diversity, LGBTQ terminology, and pronoun usage? Is there 
something that you have always wanted to ask but haven’t felt comfortable doing so? LGBTQ members of Hakafa are 
making themselves available to answer your questions. We hope you will join them. 
 
January 26: 
 
Option 1:   
Join us in Community Room 1 where Dr. Claire Sufrin will conclude her three-part series on “Elie Wiesel: His Life 
and Work.” 

 
Option 2:  
Join us in Community Room 2 when Rebecca Minkus-Lieberman from Orot: Center for New Jewish Learning will 
present a program on “Refuge in the Busyness: Bringing ‘Shabbat Mind’ into the Everyday.” This will be the first 
of a four-part series entitled “Dipping into the Well: Jewish Spiritual Wisdom for Our Daily Lives” that will introduce the 
unique Orot approach to Jewish learning and living. Each session integrates Jewish texts and other sources of wisdom 
with study and discussion, reflective exercises, and personal contemplative practices to extend the learning into life 
and work.   
 
Orot was started in 2014 by a group of Jewish educators committed to redesigning the paradigm of Jewish learning and opening up 
the well of Jewish wisdom to all.Rebecca Minkus-Lieberman Is a communal Jewish educator in the Chicago area. She has taught in 
a variety of Jewish educational settings, including the Florence Melton Adult Mini-School for seven years, Bernard Zell Anshe Emet 
Day School, Chicagoland Jewish High School, Chicago Jewish Day School and a variety of freelance workshops. Rebecca received 
a B.A. in Jewish Studies from Princeton University, a M.Ed. from DePaul University, and a M.A. from the Divinity School at the 
University of Chicago with a focus on Modern Jewish Thought and the philosophy of Franz Rosenzweig. Rebecca spent a year 
doing community organizing on the west side of Chicago while also leading Jewish environmental backpacking trips, which 
combined her passion for social action and her love of Jewish teaching. She lives in Skokie with her husband and her three children. 

 

 

Adult Education (continued) 
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Social Action 
 

Hakafa Serves Breakfast at the Crib (The Night Ministry): Volunteers Needed 
 
This year, Hakafa will once again be serving breakfast at The Crib - The Night Ministry’s LGBTQ shelter in Uptown 
on the following Sunday mornings: January 5, March 22, April 5, May 3, May 24, June 7 and July 5. We are 
looking for three to four volunteers, age 25 and older, to assist in bringing and serving breakfast from 7:00 to 9:00 
a.m. in Uptown on these Sundays. Please contact Barb Scott at: (bams457@gmail.com or 847-707- 5795) to sign up 
to help. 
 
The Night Ministry is a Chicago-based organization that works to provide housing, health care and human connection 
to members of the Chicago community struggling with poverty or homelessness. Here is the link to the Night Ministry’s 
website: https://www.thenightministry.org/ 

 

Refugee Sponsorship Update 
 
Over the past four years, Hakafa has worked with two 
refugee agencies, RefugeeOne and Heartland, to 
welcome and support approximately 20 families. The 
refugees we have assisted have come primarily from 
the Congo and Eritrea, although we have also worked 
with families from Syria, Cameroon, Uganda, 
Afghanistan, and Belarus. As we all read in the news, 
the number of refugees entering our country has 
decreased in the last few years, although the families 
who enter continue to need support.  
 
There is also an increased need for assistance at our 
border. An FAQ sheet, created by RefugeeOne, which 
describes how they are meeting these changing needs, 
can be found on the Hakafa website 
at https://www.hakafa.org/justice/refugee-
sponsorship/mentor-resources# .  
 
If you have questions or are interested in learning more 
about Hakafa's refugee program, please contact Bob 
Turner (Turner.r@comcast.net) or  Allison Stein 
(ajzstein@gmail.com). 

Women’s March Chicago: January 18 
 
It’s the fourth anniversary of the day women and allies 
across the country took to the streets to say “we are here 
for each other and we will vote our consciences.”  2020 is 
possibly the election year of our lifetimes – and we’ve 
learned that showing up together, in great numbers, 
makes a difference.  Our voice is powerful, the energy is 
palpable, and civic engagement throughout Chicagoland 
increases after a march!   
 
The march starts in Grant Park with an expected step off 
time of 11 am. There will be no rally. Marchers will 
proceed through city blocks highlighting different issue 
areas, ending at Federal Plaza. Learn about action steps 
around Census, Climate Change, Healthcare, Gun 
Violence Prevention and of course, VOTING. Find a 
place downtown to stick around and schmooze over 
coffee about what YOU will focus on in 2020. If anyone 
from Hakafa has ANY questions about the march and/or 
would like to organize a group, please contact Sara 
Kurensky (kurloon@sbcglobal.net) for help getting 
started.  

Volunteers Needed to Help at A Just Harvest 
 
Good news! We have a NEW fried chicken provider for our monthly meal at A Just Harvest Community Kitchen. The 
Jewel/Osco in Gateway Plaza, 1763 Howard St., is a reliable, more affordable source and is getting rave reviews from 
A Just Harvest guests. Volunteers are needed on all dates for the upcoming year. NO FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
necessary! Hakafa is reimbursing full cost of the chicken, and servers are always needed. Questions? Contact 
Monique Parsons at monique.parsons@gmail.com or Debbie Charen at debbie.charen@gmail.com. Sign up 
here: http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest 
 

Hakafa is Returning to the Border 
 
There is a makeshift camp of people seeking asylum located in Matamoros, Mexico, just over the border from 
Brownsville, Texas. Nearly 2000 people are living there, hoping for a chance to enter the United States. They rely 
largely on the kindness of charitable organizations like Team Brownsville for the tents that shelter them, the clothes that 
keep them warm, the food that sustains them, and the good will that gives them hope. 
 
Hakafa will be returning to the border the February 2-5, this time to support the fantastic work that Team Brownsville is 
doing. We will prepare dinner and then serve it in the camp, and we will act as witnesses at both the camp and at a 
child detention center in Brownsville. We will be joined by members of the Muslim Community Center of Morton Grove 
and the Winnetka Congregational Church. Contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) with questions or 
to express your interest in going.  
 

mailto:bams457@gmail.com
https://www.thenightministry.org/
https://www.hakafa.org/justice/refugee-sponsorship/mentor-resources
https://www.hakafa.org/justice/refugee-sponsorship/mentor-resources
mailto:Turner.r@comcast.net
mailto:ajzstein@gmail.com
mailto:kurloon@sbcglobal.net
mailto:monique.parsons@gmail.com
mailto:debbie.charen@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Note from the Director of Education 

 

Welcome back! I hope everyone had a 

relaxing Winter Break! It is hard to believe our 

school year is at the midway point!  

 

I would like to thank Barb Scott on behalf of 

the Religious School for organizing a 

“packing” session for our K-2, 3-5, and 8th 

grades last month for the Night Ministry. Our 

students are becoming expert packers with 

15-minute time limits! Thank you, Barb, for 

helping us help those in need! 

 

Expanding on the theme of helping others - 

our 6th and 7th grade class had a field trip 

last month to the Kindness Connection 

where they made math learning bags for 

kids who have Down’s Syndrome and 

donated them to Gigi’s Playhouse. What a 

great way to spend a Sunday morning! 

 

And – on January 19 our high school 

students will be volunteering in the Giving 

Factory Warehouse at Cradles to Crayons 

which provides children from birth through 

age 12 who live in homeless or low-income 

situations with the essential items they need 

to thrive. 

 

We begin this month with Hebrew School on 

January 7th and Religious School on January 

12th. Please note that we DO have Religious 

school on the 26th this month, even though 

it is the last Sunday.  

 

Enjoy this busy month at Hakafa! 

 

                    L'shalom,  

Bibi 
 

 
 

January Schedule 

Reminders 
 

After winter break… 
 

HEBREW SCHOOL WILL RESUME ON 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7. 
 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL WILL RESUME ON 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12. 
 

 

 

 
 

B’nai Mitzvah 

Workshop Services 
 

As part of the B’nai Mitzvah Workshop series 

that Rabbi Elder is teaching this year, 

students and families whose b’nai mitzvah 

celebrations will be taking place from now 

through April 2021 are encouraged to 

attend the first of two Shabbat morning 

services on Saturday, January 18 at the 

North Shore United Methodist Church (213 

Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). This service is 

designed to give b’nai mitzvah candidates 

and their families the opportunity to have 

hands-on practice and experience with all 

that is learned in the workshops. It will also 

help the students to become familiar and 

comfortable with the service. There will be 

two services: The 10:30 AM service is for 

those who are having morning ceremonies. 

The 11:30 AM service is for those who are 

having evening ceremonies. The setting will 

be informal and educational. Please 

contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 

rabbi@hakafa.org) with any questions.  
 

 

 

 



 
 

Congregation Hakafa Calendar               January 2020 – Tevet / Shevat 5780 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
 

1 
 

New Year’s Day 

 

2 
 

3 
 

 
 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

4 
 

8:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson) 
 

5        
 
7:00-9:00 am 
Hakafa volunteers serve breakfast at The Crib 

6       
 

7         
 

9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:15 am 
Siddur Class (NSUMC) 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School Resumes (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

8        
 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Kesher Evening at Curt’s Café Highland Park 

9        
 
10:30 am 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 

12:00 pm 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 
(Office of Phil Zisook) 

 

10        
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH)  

11      
 

 
10:30 am 
Tot Shabbat (NSUMC) 
 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Kumzits  
(Home of Linda and David Weinstein) 

12    
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School Resumes (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Adult Ed (TC)  

• Dr. Claire Sufrin – Elie Wiesel: His Life and 
Work (Part I) 

• Rabbi Donni Aaron of InterFaith Family - A 
Discussion Group for Interfaith Families 

 

2:00 pm 
Confirmation Class 1 (NSUMC) 

13    14     
 

9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:30 am 
Mishneh Torah Class 
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis) 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

15    Newsletter Articles Due 
 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

16   
 
 

 
 

17   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service 

18 
8:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson) 
 

10:30 am OR 11:30 am 
B’nai Mitzvah Workshop Services (NSUMC) 
 
11:00 am 
Women’s March Chicago 
 

7:00 pm 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

19 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Adult Ed (TC)  

• Dr. Claire Sufrin – Elie Wiesel: His Life and 
Work (Part II) 

• LGBTQ&A 
 

12:30-5:00 pm 
High Sch Service Project–Cradles to Crayons 

20     
 

MLK Jr. Day 
 

 

21 

9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:15 am 
Siddur Class (NSUMC) 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

22 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

23 
 
9:00 am 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 

24 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

25 
 

 
 

26 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Adult Ed (TC)  

• Dr. Claire Sufrin – Elie Wiesel: His Life and 
Work (Part III) 

• Orot - Dipping into the Well: Jewish 
Spiritual Wisdom for Our Daily Lives -  
Refuge in the Busyness:Bringing ‘Shabbat 
Mind’ into the Everyday  

27 28 

9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:30 am 
Mishneh Torah Class 
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis) 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

29     
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

30 31 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) -  
Guest Speaker: Charlie Bendetti  

 



 

 

Congregation Hakafa Calendar               February 2020 – Shevat / Adar 5780 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

  1 
 

8:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson) 
 

2     
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:35 am-12:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Adult Ed (TC)  

• Hakafa Professions Series - Dr. Ronald 
Hershow: Epidimiologist/Specialist in Public 
Health 

• Orot - Dipping into the Well: Jewish 
Spiritual Wisdom for Our Daily Lives -  
Embracing our Vulnerability: Opening to 
Mystery 

3       
 

4        
 

9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:15 am 
Siddur Class (NSUMC) 
 
 

 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

5        
 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

6       
 
10:30 am 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 

12:00 pm 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

7        
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service and Congregational  
Tu B’Shevat Seder (WCH) 

8     

 
 

9    
 

9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:35 am 
Congregation Meeting (TC) 

 
12:15 pm OR 1:30 pm 
3rd B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC) 
 

10   Tu B’Shevat      11     
 

9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:30 am 
Mishneh Torah Class 
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis) 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

12 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Kesher Evening at Curt’s Café Highland Park 

13   
 
 

 

 
 

14    Newsletter Articles Due 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

15 
 

8:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson) 
 
11:00 am  
Shabbat Shechinah: Drag Queen Story Hour 
(Curt’s Café, Highland Park) 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

16 
 

 

17  Presidents’ Day 
 

 

18 
 

9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:15 am 
Siddur Class (NSUMC) 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

19 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

20 
 
 
9:00 am 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 

21 
 

 
 
 
 
 
\ 

 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

22 
 

23 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Adult Ed (TC) 

• One Congregation, One Book Discussion 
of The Color of Love: A Story of a Mixed-
Race Jewish Girl by Marra Gad  

• JCFS – Stress, Depression, Suicide Risk 
and Intervention 

       
4:00-6:15 pm 
9th-11th Grade Class Session III (NSUMC) 

24 25 
 

9:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

10:30 am 
Mishneh Torah Class 
(Home of Allison & Ken Davis) 
 
 

4:15-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

26    
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

27 
 

 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

29 
 
8:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson) 

 

TC = Glencoe Park District Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
WCH = Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
NSUMC = North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Nancy Goodman………………………………………….…………….President 

Deborah Brown.....…………………...…………...………………Vice President 

Ellen Criz.............…………………………………….….....Operations Treasurer 

Rachel Nador…………………………………………………………...Secretary 

Heather Harris....………………………………..…...…………..Dues Treasurer 

Bonnie Koven & Sy Rothstein….....……...………….........Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 

The Circle  
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