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Bruce Elder, Rabbi                                                             Robert J. Marx z”l, Founding Rabbi 

There is No Such Thing as Antisemitism 
 

The term “antisemitism” was coined in 1879 by the German Jew-hater Wilhelm Marr. He wanted to 

sanitize his contempt for us through the racially charged, scientific language of his day. Our ethnic features, 

Marr claimed, resemble those of all peoples who once spoke Semitic languages – dialects that blanketed the 

Middle East thousands of years ago. How Marr and his cohort knew what Hittites, Hivites, and Jebusites 

looked like is beyond me. Apparently, they didn’t look like Arabs, because his antipathy toward them fell 

under a different genus of hate. Regardless, “antisemitism” caught on quickly as a socially acceptable way to 

disparage us. Only crude boors spewed Jew hatred. Espousing antisemitic ideas, however, became the 

nomenclature of the educated and the intellectual elite. Apparently, in many circles today, it still is.      

We Jews have even bought into the term. Maybe the harshness of “Jew hater” makes us cringe when 

we hear it. Maybe we don’t want to offend non-Jewish majorities by calling out the hatred against us for 

what it really is. Or maybe we simply have decided that what we call it is less important than what it is; that 

whether it is termed “Jew hatred,” “antisemitism,” or “Pepe the Frog,” it is equally insidious and destructive. 

Wasting time on words is just that, a waste of time, when our institutions and our bodies face attacks of 

increasing frequency and severity.  

But words do matter. They always have. If they didn’t, Marr would not have had to create the term 

“antisemitism” in the first place. And we Jews are nothing if not a people that cares about words. “God 

spoke, and the world came to be,”
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 our tradition insists. Our rabbis have written volumes about the words 

God spoke, trying to understand each of them in order to fulfill all of them. Even more, our collective 

learning spaces are charged with the responsibility to contribute our voices – our ideas and words – to the 

process of that understanding. It is unthinkable, then, that we Jews would ever be without words or that we 

would think that words don’t matter. Too often in our history, words were all we had. 

That we have ceded the term for hatred of us to those who hate us - that we continue to allow them to 

sanitize that hatred in the language of nineteenth century German scientific nonsense - is beyond me. It is 

time to take our words back. 

It is not antisemitism when a man takes four people hostage in a synagogue, because he believes the 

chief rabbi of New York can free a terrorist – it is Jew hatred. 

It is not antisemitism when an elected official asks a group of Jews in an elevator in the Capitol 

Building if they are doing “reconnaissance” - it is Jew hatred. 

It is not antisemitism to state there are good people on both sides – it is Jew hatred. 

Other marginalized groups are taking the power of definition, both positive and negative, out of the 

hands of their oppressors and asserting their right to self-identify. They are owning their words, rightfully 

so. We have been marginalized, too, just about everywhere we have tried to call home. We know that to be 

true even as, in America today, we don’t feel it or haven’t felt we have been allowed to feel it. But the 

hostage situation in Texas reminded us once again how vulnerable we really are right now, how vulnerable, 

perhaps, we have always been in this country we love so much. 

So let’s call it for what it is – Jew hatred – and forget this antisemitism charade, because there is 

nothing scientific at all about what most people in most societies for most of our history have thought about 

us or what they would like to do to us.  

Wilhelm Marr, and all those like him, be damned. 

Rabbi Bruce Elder 
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Hosts Needed to “Sponsor” a  
Virtual Oneg 

  
Celebrate a special event, commemorate a 
yahrzeit, support an organization, or honor 
someone by sponsoring a virtual oneg.  

 Choose a Friday night to sponsor, and sign up 
online at this link (http://tinyurl.com/oneg-hosting) or 
by contacting Suzanne Shore or Gayle Inbinder 
(oneg@hakafa.org).  

 Make a donation to a charity about which you are 
passionate. 

 Light the Shabbat candles that night at services 
(Sara will lead us all in the blessing, unless you 
would prefer to recite it yourself.). 

 During announcements, you will be able to tell us 
about the place to which you donated. 

 Hakafa will make a donation to that organization in 
your honor. 

 Even if you cannot be at services that evening, we 
will tell participants about your cause, and Hakafa 
will make the donation in your honor.  

Contact Suzanne (oneg@hakafa.org or 847-722-
6797) or Gayle (oneg@hakafa.org or 847-951-
0380) for more information. 
 

Please note that services, classes, and events listed in this month’s newsletter as being “in-person” might be changed to “via 
Zoom only” should the COVID metrics indicate the need to switch. Please check the weekly email  and Hakafa website for 
any last-minute changes. You must be fully vaccinated to attend in-person classes and services. In addition, masks will be 
required, and social distancing will be observed. 

Hakafa's Long Range Planning Committee recommended in 
November that a committee be formed to address changing 
staffing needs in the congregation. Sara Goodman is leaving 
her position as Music Director this summer due to her 
moving from the area.  
 
This committee will investigate possibilities including 
bringing in a second part time rabbi or cantor or a new music 
director to meet this and other short- and long-term needs of 
the congregation. Sara Kurensky will chair this committee, 
which held its first meeting on January 31. Members of this 
task force will need to attend regularly to accomplish this 
work. Contact Sara (kurloon@sbcglobal.net) or Deborah 
Brown (president@hakafa.org) if you would like to 
participate or have any questions. 

Important Information for In-Person Gatherings: February 
 

Shabbat Morning Minyan  
Zoom Meeting ID: 847  8216  0504 

 
Please join us in-person at the North Shore 
United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe) or via Zoom on Saturdays, February 5 
and 19 at 9:00 a.m. for this hour-long service and 
study. This is a wonderful opportunity to enhance 
your celebration of Shabbat. People of all ages are 
encouraged and welcome to attend.  
 
You must be fully vaccinated to attend in-person Minyan. In 
addition, masks will be required, and social distancing will be 
observed. 

Prayer and Celebration 
 

Friday Evening Services  
Zoom Meeting ID: 292 137 266   

 

We continue to hold our Friday Evening Kabbalat Shabbat 
Services in-person at the Winnetka Community House (620 
Lincoln Ave, Winnetka) AND via Zoom, except for the last Friday 
of the month which is held via Zoom only.  
 
Please Note: You must be fully vaccinated to attend in-person 
services, In addition, masks will be required and social-distancing 
will be observed.  
 
February 4 Shabbat T’rumah 
7:30 p.m.        Torah Portion: Exodus 25:1-27:19 

Haftarah: I Kings 5:26-6:13 
Room 101 at the Winnetka Community House and via Zoom 

 
February 11 Shabbat T’tzaveh 
7:30 p.m.         Torah Portion: Exodus 27:20-30:10  

Haftarah: Ezekiel 43:10-27 
Room 101 at the Winnetka Community House and via Zoom 

 
February 18 Shabbat Ki Tisa 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus: 30:11-34:35  

Haftarah: I Kings 18:1-39 
Room 101 at the Winnetka Community House and via Zoom 

 
February 25 Shabbat Sh’kalim – Parshat Vayak’heil 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus 35:1-38:20 

Haftarah: II Kings 12:5-16 
Shabbat Service via Zoom only 

  
  

 

Tot Shabbat 
Zoom Meeting ID: 847 4259 3328 

  
Families with children/grandchildren ages five and 
younger (including parents, siblings, and/or 
extended family) are invited to join Rabbi Elder via 
Zoom on Saturday, February 19 at 11:00 a.m. for 
30-minutes to sing, dance, hear a story, and pray at 
our interactive Shabbat experience. Feel free to 
invite friends! 
 

Staffing Task Force 
 

mailto:oneg@hakafa.org
mailto:kurloon@sbcglobal.net
mailto:president@hakafa.org
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Congregation Meeting 
 
The next Congregational Meeting via Zoom is 
on Sunday, February 13 at 10:30 a.m. Contact 
Deborah Brown (president@hakafa.org) if you 
have something you wish to bring to the 
congregation or if you have questions. 

 

Member News  

Kesher Event: Jewish Trivia Night  
at Curt’s Cafe 

 
Many Hakafa members have been living their 
congregation experience through their children. 
As their children move away, they are beginning 
to ask how to engage in our community for 
themselves. Kesher (Hebrew for “Connection”) 
allows members in this demography to get to 
know one another, share ideas, and create new 
and deep relationships. This month will be our 
second Jewish Trivia Night. Teams will compete 
for a prize of $250 to the charity of their choice. 
Topics will include, "Jewish or not Jewish?," 
"That's a Jewish holiday!?!," "Places in the world 
where Jews have never been," and others. We 
will meet on Wednesday, February 16 from 
7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at Curt’s Café (1766 Second 
Street, Highland Park).  
 
*Though geared toward new, recent, or soon-to-be empty 
nesters, all Hakafa members are invited to join us. 
*You must be fully vaccinated and maksed to attend. 

Making Contributions to Hakafa 
 

Throughout the year, people ask how they can make a 
contribution to Hakafa. We have three funds that accept 
donations, and we always value your support: 
 
  Our General Fund supports the day-to-day operations of the 

synagogue. Please make your check payable to "Congregation 
Hakafa." 

  
  Rabbi Elder's Discretionary Fund directly supports those in need in 

and around our community. Rabbi Elder directs the usage of these 
funds. Please make your check payable to "Congregation Hakafa" and 
write "Rabbi Elder's Discretionary Fund" on the memo line. 

 
  Our Endowment Fund supports special programming not covered by 

the budget. Endowment Trustees direct the usage of these funds. 
Please make your check payable to "Congregation Hakafa" and write 
"Endowment Fund" on the memo line. 

 
If you would like to make your donation in honor or in memory of 
someone, please be sure to include a note in your envelope with 
the appropriate information so that a card can be sent to the 
honoree to let that person know about your donation.  
 
All donations can be mailed to: Congregation Hakafa, P.O. 
Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022. It is also possible to make 
donations with a credit card. Please contact Rona Elder 
(admin@hakafa.org) for assistance with that. If you are 
interested in a legacy giving plan, please let us know and 
arrangements can be made. If you have any questions, please 
contact Rona.  
 

 
 

Relief from Financial Stress Due to  COVID-19 
 
If you are suffering from economic hardship due to the COVID-
19 pandemic and could use a little help, please reach out to 
Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org, 847-266-8854). We have funds 
available to assist you. 

Mazal Tov to: 
 
Kathy and Howard Brody on the engagement of their son, Scott, 
to Kelly Wilton.  
 

 

Condolences to: 
 
Lynn Sanders and family on the loss of her 
father Gil Bogen 
 
Gail Solotke and family on the loss of her 
mother, Joyce Gordon 
 
We apologize if we have inadvertently missed a 
condolence for you. Please let us know so that we 
can include it next month. 

 

Chesed 
 
The Hebrew word for loving kindness is chesed. The Chesed 
Committee at Hakafa works to respond to a wide range of 
situations and events that occur in the lives of our members. It is 
our attempt to reach out to one another.  If you or anyone you 
know of in our congregation is in crisis from an illness, death in 
the family, or personal stress, and could benefit from support, 
such as a visit, delivery / preparation of meals, or a ride to a 
health care appointment, please contact Camille DeFrank (847-
997-8085 /camilledefrank@gmail.com) or Beth McCullough 
(847-722-5430/mikeandbeth_60089@yahoo.com). 

 
 

Rabbi Robert J. Marx  
Social Justice Fund 

 
A task force has been working to build the 
framework through which we will realize a fund 
to honor Rabbi Marx. Our next meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday, February 2 at 7:00 
p.m. To learn more, or to inquire about 
participation in the task force, please contact 
Heather Ross (hross@rossandzuckerman.com) 
or Elizabeth Cole (egraettinger@gmail.com). 
 

Willow Lawn Cemetery Plots  
 
Information regarding Hakafa’s green cemetery 
section at Willow Lawn is available on our 
website (www.hakafa.org/worship-ritual/life-
cycle-events/death/end-life-resources/cemetery-
options). Contact Deborah Brown 
(president@hakafa.org) with questions 
 

Please Help Us in Welcoming Our New Members: 
 
Mark and Meredith Weil and their daughters, Ellery and Reese 
 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
http://www.hakafa.org/worship-ritual/life-cycle-events/death/end-life-resources/cemetery-options
http://www.hakafa.org/worship-ritual/life-cycle-events/death/end-life-resources/cemetery-options
http://www.hakafa.org/worship-ritual/life-cycle-events/death/end-life-resources/cemetery-options
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Jewish Community Resources 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Education 
Zoom Meeting ID: Meeting ID: 871 3067 5137 

 
February 6: “End-of-Life Decision Making: A Different Perspective.” 
 
Join Chuck Killman and Missy Fleming, co-leaders of the Compassion & Choices of Illinois Northern Suburban Action 
Team, via Zoom at 10:30 a.m. for an educational session about end-of-life options and how to ensure you and your 
loved ones’ wishes are honored. At the session, we will learn about resources to help identify and document end-of-life 
care wishes, including issues that arise for people with dementia. We will also hear about the work happening in the 
end-of-life options movement in Illinois and across the country. 
 
Compassion & Choices is the nation’s oldest, largest, and most active nonprofit organization committed to improving care and 
expanding options for the end of life. 
 
Missy Fleming is the co-chair of the Compassion & Choices North Suburban Action Team. She is a regular contributor to the Illinois 
Compassionate Quarterly. An active member of Congregation Sukkat Shalom in Wilmette, she spent more than 20 years working on 
a national primary prevention initiative addressing adolescent health concerns.  
 
Chuck Killman has worked in the public sector for most of his adult life, serving as the Director of Training for the Chicago Public 
Health Department and as Assistant Commissioner for Labor Relations with the Chicago Fire Department, among other positions. A 
hospice volunteer for eleven years, he serves as co-chair of the North Suburban Action Team. He has volunteered with the Chicago 
Public Schools, serving as president of one Local School Council and as VP with another. 
 
All Hakafa adults are invited to participate in our Sunday Morning Adult Education classes led by both congregational 
and community scholars who will delve into a variety of topics of special interest and expertise. Feel free to come for 
one session or for all of them! 
 

Midrash Class:  
Zoom Meeting ID: 696 226 468 

 
Join us either in-person at the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) OR via Zoom 
on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. to study midrash. Midrash is the creative, interpretative process of the rabbis over 
generations. Through midrash, we see how the rabbis saw the text of the Bible - its lessons, it messages, its practical 
applications, and its relevance to them throughout time. Through the study of midrash, we will see how much of our 
understanding of the biblical text has been influenced by theirs. Class will not meet on February 22. 
 
You must be fully vaccinated to attend in-person Midrash Class. In addition, masks will be required, and social distancing will be observed. 

 

CJE SeniorLife (www.cje.net, 773-508-1000) – Since 1972, CJE SeniorLife has enhanced the lives of older adults and 
their families through a comprehensive network that includes housing, health care, community services, health and 
wellness education, life enrichment programs and applied research.  
 
JCFS Chicago (www.jcfs.org, 855-275-5237) – JCFS Chicago provides caring and healing services to children, teens, 
adults, older adults and families for help with autism, support with advanced illness, special education, individual and 
family counseling, and more.  
 
JCFS Chicago Addiction Services (www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/addiction-services, 847-
745-5422) – JCFS Chicago Addiction Services was created to build a caring community that is aware of and 
responsive to the problem of addiction and to support individuals and families who struggle with addiction.  
 
JCFS Chicago Illness, Loss and Spiritual Support Services (www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-
programs/illness-loss-grief, 847-745-5404) – The staff at JCFS Chicago Illness, Loss and Spiritual Support Services 
provides information about social services, medical resources, and spiritual resources for people who are ill, grieving, or 
serving as caregivers to help in their difficult times. 
 
SHALVA (www.shalvaonline.org, 773-583-4673) - SHALVA offers free, confidential, domestic abuse counseling 
services to the Chicago Jewish Community.  
 

 

Adult Education 
 

http://www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/addiction-services
http://www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/illness-loss-grief
http://www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/illness-loss-grief
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Virtual Name Tags: In order that we might better know each other, please consider logging into Zoom events with your 
name. 
 
To Access Zoom with a computer/laptop:  
Go to www.zoom.us/join and enter the Meeting ID for the specific gathering. PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH 
HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID. If it asks you if you want to use the computer's audio, say yes. The 
same for the video. If your video doesn't come up automatically, you can turn it on by clicking on the video icon at the 
bottom, left side of your screen. 
 
To Access Zoom on an iPad or smartphone:  
Go to www.zoom.us. If you have not already done so, you will be directed to download the Zoo 
m app. Please download it. Then, click on “Join a Meeting” and enter the Meeting ID for the specific gathering. 
PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID. 
 
To Access Zoom by Phone (no video):  
Call 312-626-6799. When you hear a recording, it will instruct you to type in the Meeting ID number, followed by the 
# sign. PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID. You will be able to hear 
clearly and participate like everyone else. 
 

 

Mussar Class  
Zoom Meeting ID: 242 631 590 

 
Musar is a long-standing tradition of exploring 
Jewish ethics with a particular focus on 
character formation. Join Rabbi Elder via 
Zoom on Wednesday mornings from 10:00 
to 11:00 a.m. to delve into selections from 
the Musar tradition, in text and in 
practice. The goal of the class is to not only 
take a more academic approach to Jewish 
ethics and ethical literature, but also to use 
some of the techniques of the Musar 
Movement (chevruta study, personal 
reflection time, and others) to deepen our 
own understanding of ourselves and push to 
live up to the best that is within each one of 
us.  
 
Class will not meet on February 23. 

 

Tanach Study Classes 
 
All Hakafa members are invited to join Rabbi Elder for weekly Tanach study on Tuesday evenings and/or Wednesday 
afternoons. Each week, we proceed through the Bible, verse by verse, discussing its content and various 
interpretations. New participants are always welcome.  
 
 Tuesday Evening Tanach Study: 
*Class will be meet via Zoom only in February* 
Tuesdays 7:30-8:45 p.m. (Note: Class will NOT meet on February 22) 
Zoom Meeting ID: 662 730 822 
 
Wednesday Afternoon Tanach Study: 
*Class will meet either in-person at the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) OR 
via Zoom in February* 
Wednesdays - 1:00-2:30 p.m. (Note: Class will NOT meet on February 23) 
Zoom Meeting ID: 813 358 443 
 
You must be fully vaccinated to attend in-person. In addition, masks will be required, and social distancing will be observed. 

 

Adult Education (continued) 
 

Nosh and Know 
 

Please join us either in-person at the home of Cookie and Ned 
Robertson (211 Dennis Lane, Glencoe) or via Zoom (Meeting ID: 
863 2720 5788) on Thursday, February 10 at 9:00 a.m. for a lively 
conversation with Rabbi Elder! New participants are always 
welcome.  
 
You must be fully vaccinated to attend in-person Nosh & Know. In addition, masks 
 will be required, and social distancing will be observed. 
 
 

 

Hebrew Circle 
Zoom Meeting ID: 871 8801 8556 

 
If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners welcome!) looking to 
practice your Hebrew with other Hebrew speaking Hakafa 
members, please join us via Zoom on Thursday, February 10 at 
10:30 a.m. for an hour of Hebrew conversation with Rabbi Elder! 
New participants are welcome. 
 

Zoom Video Conferencing: Instructions 
 

http://www.zoom.us/join
http://www.zoom.us/
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 Social Action  
 

 A Just Harvest 
 
Due to COVID-19, A Just Harvest* now serves a daily boxed lunch to more than 150 people (no seated dinner). No 
volunteers are permitted in the kitchen, but Hakafa still provides the Sunday lunch on our designated days. On the 
second Sunday morning of each month, volunteers are needed to provide one or more of the following items: 
the fried chicken entrée, salad, vegetables, fruit, and/or dessert. Hakafa’s tzedakah fund can reimburse you for 
expenses, if needed. The fried chicken needs to be ordered and picked up at 11:00 a.m. from the Jewel on Howard 
and delivered to A Just Harvest (7649 N. Paulina St, Chicago). All other items should be left at A Just Harvest’s door 
at 10:00 a.m. Contact Monique Parsons (monique.parsons@gmail.com) with questions. To sign up to provide any 
of the above items, go to: http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest.  

 
*A Just Harvest’s mission is to fight poverty & hunger in the Rogers Park & greater Chicago community by providing 
nutritious meals daily while cultivating community & economic development and organizing across racial, cultural & 
socioeconomic lines in order to create a more just society. A Just Harvest’s Community Kitchen began as a ministry of 
the Good News Community Church in 1983. In the beginning, they served meals a few days per week. Today, the 
Community Kitchen is the largest & only self-standing community soup kitchen in the Chicago metro area. They serve 
hot, nutritious meals 365 days per year. 

 

 

Winter Clothing Needed 
 
Hakafa has recently befriended a 
brother and sister (Marjorie and 
Mohammed) from Uganda; we have 
also befriended two other young people, 
Scovia and Swaliki, who are here on 
their own. All have been here a short 
time and have no winter clothes.  
 
If you are able to help, please sign up 
online at this link:  
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30
e0d4aa4a72fa57-winter.  

 
If you are interested in more information 
about Hakafa's refugee program and 
how you can help, please contact Bob 
Turner (turner.r@comcast.net) or 
Allison Stein (ajzstein@gmail.com).  

 
 

 

Hands of Peace Host Families Needed for Teens This July 
 
Hands of Peace is currently planning an in-person summer program for around 40 participants (age 15-18) from Israel, 
Palestine, and the United States from July 6-25th, 2022. A component vital to the Hands of Peace experience is that 
each Israeli, Palestinian, or out-of-state American participant stays with an American host family for the duration of the 
summer program, further broadening the opportunity for cross-cultural dialogue and exchange. If someone is 
interested in applying to be a host family, they can use this link (https://handsofpeace.org/summer-program/) 
and scroll below the participant application. They can also contact Hakafa member, Janet Lubetkin, for further 
information at janetlubetkin@gmail.com. 
 

Hands of Peace empowers American, Israeli, and Palestinian youth to become agents of change. It believes in 
positive peace that builds constructive attitudes and systems that foster equality, freedom, and justice. The Hands of 
Peace journey begins with intensive three-week Summer Programs in the United States, bringing together American, 
Israeli, and Palestinian youth for daily dialogue, interactive activities, and interfaith experiences. Hands of Peace 
continues to develop these youth leaders through ongoing dialogue, education, and action. 

 
 

Selvin Family Update: 
Winter Clothes and Furniture Needed 

 
Two years ago, Hakafa helped reunite Selvin and his son Selvin Junior, 
asylum seekers from Guatemala who had been separated at the 
border. The family is now a family of 6 - with Selvin Senior's wife and 
youngest child joining them from Guatemala and Selvin Junior's 
marriage and birth of his daughter. The family is set to grow even more 
- their 5 children from Guatemala are expected to join them in the 
coming weeks. The children range in age from 9 to 18 (the 9-year-old is 
a boy and there are 4 daughters who are 12, 14, 16 & 18).  
 
There are a lot of unknowns at this time (e.g., when they will arrive and 
what they will need in terms of clothes and furniture). However, if you 
have winter clothes that may fit and/or blankets and furniture 
(particularly bunk beds) that you are considering donating, please put 
them aside for this family and look for further updates. If you are 
interested in helping the amazing congregants who have been working 
with the family Jill Gross (jcjngross@sbcglobal.net), Sally Nador 
nadorsally@gmail.com), Bob Turner (turner.r@comast.net) or Allison 
Stein (ajzstein@gmail.com). 

 
  

mailto:jcjngross@sbcglobal.net
mailto:nadorsally@gmail.com
mailto:turner.r@comast.net
mailto:ajzstein@gmail.com
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SAVE THE DATE: 

Ethan Michaeli will be leading our book discussion on 

Sunday, March 13 at 10:30 a.m. 
 
In Twelve Tribes, award-winning journalist Ethan Michaeli weaves together 
the personal histories of Israelis of all tribes into a narrative of social and 
political change. Framed by Michaeli’s experience as an Israeli Ameri-
can, Twelve Tribes illuminates the complex dynamics within the country 
and reveals Israel as a land of paradoxical intersections‚ a place where all 
of the world’s struggles meet, and a microcosm for the challenges faced by 
all nations today. 
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Note from the Director of Education 

 

Todah Rabah to all the students who helped lead 

Shabbat Services at the end of last month. A job 

well done by all! 
 

On behalf of the Religious School, I would like to 

thank all of you for being so patient and flexible as 

we navigate pivoting from in-person to online 

learning. We so appreciate the excellent 

attendance we have had. We hope to be in-person 

as soon as the metrics lower to a reasonably safe 

number. In the meantime, we have so much 

learning to do! 
 

This month we begin with Hebrew School on 

February 1 and Religious School on February 6. 

Please check your calendars this month because 

we do not have Religious School on February 20 or 

27. Our 9th-11th grade high school students will meet 

on February 13. We will send reminders via email for 

all of these dates! 
 

Wishing all of you an excellent February! Stay warm 

and healthy! 
 

  L’shalom, Bibi 

 
 

                                              

 
 

 

B’nai Mitzvah Workshops 
 

Rabbi Elder’s “Walk through the Shabbat Service” 

b’nai mitzvah workshop series will continue on 

Sunday, February 6 (masked and distanced) in 

Community Room 3 at the Takiff Center (999 Green 

Bay Road, Glencoe). Families with morning 

services will meet at 1:00 PM, and families with 

evening services will meet at 2:00 PM. At that time, 

Rabbi Elder will break down more parts of the 

service, explaining their themes and language. He 

will again provide an opportunity for families to 

look through various books and publications in 

order to continue thinking about how to 

personalize the service.  
 

This series is designed for families of students whose 

b’nai mitzvah celebrations will be taking place in 

the next year. By the end of the series, each family 

will have the tools to complete the Shabbat service 

for their upcoming celebration. The workshop 

series is geared toward students and their parents. 

All b’nai mitzvah candidates and families are 

welcome to attend, even if you missed the first two. 

If you have any questions, please contact Rabbi 

Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org). 

 

 

 

Jewish Stargazing – Tayalim Family Event 
 

Families with children in grades K-5, along with their caregivers, are invited to join us for the 

latest Hakafa Tayalim* outing from 6:00 to 7:30 PM on Saturday, February 26! For thousands of 

years, people have looked to the night sky and noticed its beauty and its patterns. Join us at 

Lovelace Park in Evanston for Havdallah and to learn about the stars from both an astronomer 

and Rabbi Elder. Come view the stars and planets through a telescope, find out what's Jewish 

about astrology, and celebrate the monthly Jewish moon holiday of Rosh Chodesh! 
 

Registration is requested. To register & receive event updates, please go to: 

https://tinyurl.com/JewishStargazing. 
 

COVID Safety: Masks are required for all attendees age 2 and over, regardless of vaccination status. Social 

distancing is expected. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Rae Goodman-Lucker (rae.goodman@gmail.com). 
 

*Tayalim, Hebrew for trekkers, is Hakafa’s new, outdoor, experiential program for families with children primarily in grades K-5. It is 

designed to introduce families to the relationship between Judaism, Torah, and nature in unique and fun ways. 

 

 



 
 

 

Congregation Hakafa Calendar               February 2022 – Shevat / Adar I 5782 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1    
 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC & Zoom)  
 
4:15-5:30 pm  
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 pm 
Tanach Study (Zoom)   

2 
 
10:00 am 
Mussar Class (Zoom) 
 
1:00 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom) 
 
7:00-8:15 pm 
Rabbi Robert J. Marx Fund Meeting (Zoom) 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH & Zoom) 

5 
 
9:00 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan (NSUMC & Zoom) 

 

6    
 
10:00-11:30 am  
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:30 am–12:00 pm 
Adult Education (Zoom) – End-of-Life Decision 
Making: A Different Perspective from 
Compassion and Choices of Illinois 

 
1:00 pm OR 2:00 pm 
3rd B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC) 

7 
 
 

8   
 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC & Zoom)  
 
 
4:15-5:30 pm  
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Tanach Study (Zoom)   

9       

 
10:00 am 
Mussar Class (Zoom) 
 
1:00 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom) 
 

 

10 
 
9:00 am 
Nosh & Know  
(Home of Cookie/Ned Robertson & Zoom) 
 
10:30 am 
Hebrew Circle (Zoom)  

 

11 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH & Zoom) 

12 
 
 

13        
 
10:00-11:30 am  
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:30 am 
Congregation Meeting (Zoom) 
 
4:00-6:15 pm 
9th-11th Grade Class Session III (NSUMC) 

14      15       Newsletter Articles Due 
 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC & Zoom) 

 
4:15-5:30 pm  
Hebrew School (TC) 

 
7:30 pm 
Tanach Study (Zoom)   

16 
 
10:00 am 
Mussar Class (Zoom) 
 
1:00 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom) 
 
 

7:00-8:30 pm 
Kesher Event (Curt’s Café in Highland Park) 

17 
 
 
  

18 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (WCH & Zoom) 

19 
 
9:00 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan  
(NSUMC & Zoom) 
 
11:00 am 
Tot Shabbat (Zoom) 

20 
 
  

21   Presidents’ Day 22 
 
 
 
 

4:15-5:30 pm  
Hebrew School (TC) 

 

23 24 25 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service (Zoom only) 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00-7:30 pm 
Tayalim Family Event: Jewish Stargazing 

27 
 
 

28  

TC = Glencoe Park District Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
WCH = Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
NSUMC = North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Deborah Brown…..………………………………………………………………….…………….President 
Barbara Miller......…………………...…………………………………...………………Vice President 
Ellen Criz.............…………………………………………..………….….....Operations Treasurer 
Allison Stein….…………………………………………………………….………………………...Secretary 
Jason Glick……………………………………………………………………………………Dues Treasurer 
Bonnie Koven & Sally Nador…......………….………….........Endowment Trustees 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Bruce Elder……………………….....……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 
Rona Elder……….…......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 
Bibi Patt…Director of Education (847-650-7720 or education@hakafa.org) 
Sara Goodman……..….Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 
Lori Wilansky............The Circle (847-732-7656 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in connection 
with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly prohibited. 

The Circle  
February 2022 
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