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 It is days before Thanksgiving, and I am waiting with anticipation; not for the delicious meal I 

know we will ingest, the comfort of family as we gather around the dinner table, nor the din of bad football 

that will droll on in the background as we eat. These are all part of our late-November tradition, to be sure, 

but they are not the source of my expectation. Rather, I anxiously await the annual Elder Monopoly 

Extravaganza. 

For fifteen years or more, we Elders have duked it out at Thanksgiving over Boardwalk, Park Place, 

and the Railroads. It is a tradition we didn’t realize we had until we realized we did, and now we can’t wait 

for the game to commence; all of us but Rona, that is. She cannot stand the competition, preferring instead 

to prepare our afternoon feast all by herself while the rest of us relax and play. At least, that’s what we tell 

ourselves.  

I, the social justice warrior that I am, am at my most ruthless and unforgiving self during the game. 

You can’t pay rent when you land on my hotel-occupied Illinois Ave? You shouldn’t have frittered away 

your money on Mediterranean or Baltic Avenue. You need to borrow from the bank to pay your income tax? 

Sorry, I told you the utilities were a bad investment. You ended up in jail and couldn’t collect money for 

passing Go? You probably did something to deserve being behind bars in the first place. 

It’s a brutal world out there, isn’t it?  

Lest you think I am unnecessarily cruel or caustic, we all are like this when we play Monopoly; after 

all, in what family does playing it not bring out our basest, most-avaricious, capitalist selves? Given that 

only one of us skulks away in anger and frustration each year, and it is a different one of us each time, we all 

agree it’s a pretty fair game at our house. 

We used to play classic Monopoly. We switched to the Disney version years ago. Having Mickey 

and Tinkerbell do our dirty work humored us, until I realized the cash cow those characters are sitting on in 

real life and the way that cash cow came into being. Art has been imitating life a little too closely, so we are 

switching back to the original version this year.  

We tried Socialist Monopoly one year, as well (Yes, that really does exist.). Josh purchased it for 

Noah as a birthday gift. The players act as a cooperative to support each other’s ideas for improving the 

common good. We shared everything and benefitted equally. It does not surprise me that Hasbro devised a 

way to make money off of socialism; that is American capitalism at its best, isn’t it? Nor does it surprise me 

that left-leaning families like mine would purchase it, though I wonder how many of us have acknowledged 

the irony of paying a Fortune 500 company for the right to play a game that promotes communalism. 

Regardless, we only played it once. It was a bore. 

All three boys are home this week; that rarely happens anymore. Our future daughter-in-law is here, 

too, as is a college friend of Eli’s. And as we sit for our annual brawl, remind ourselves of the special rules 

our family has for the game, and begin to navigate the forty squares that will become our home for the next 

many hours, I will be sure to stop and consider that this is what Thanksgiving is really all about: 

Appreciating that those nearest and dearest to us are more important than any portfolio that might be 

depreciating; counting our blessings more than we number our investments; and, remembering that the 

reason we work so hard out there is so we can play so hard in here.  

I will be sure to take that message to heart …  

As long as I win. 

-Rabbi Bruce Elder 
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The Hanukkah Menorah (or Chanukiah in Hebrew) is a candlestick that holds nine candles, specifically 

for Hanukkah. Eight of the candles each represent one of the eight days of Hanukkah. The ninth candle 

is raised above the others and is called the Shamash, meaning helper-candle. It is used to light all the 

other candles.  
  

This year, Hanukkah begins Sunday evening, December 18. If possible, candles should be lit 

immediately after sunset and should be allowed to burn completely. One family member may light the 

candles on behalf of the whole family, but it is fun to have each family member light their own 

Chanukiah. 
 

The first candle is lit (using the shamash) on the first night. On the next night, two candles are lit, and one 

more added each night up through the eighth night. The candles are placed in the Chanukiah from 

right to left (facing you); but, when lighting them, first kindle the “new” candle added that evening 

(using the shamash) and then proceed from left to right.  
 

On the first night, all three of the blessings below are recited. On all other nights, only the first two 

blessings are recited. 

 
 

 
 
 
  

 
 

 

 

Ba-rooch a-ta A-do-nai, E-lo-hay-noo me-lech ha-o-lam, a-sher keed-sha-noo b’meetz-vo-tav 

v’tzee-va-noo l’had-leek nayr shel cha-noo-kah. 
 

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, Who makes us holy with commandments, 

and commands us to light the Hanukkah candles. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Ba-rooch a-ta A-do-nai, E-lo-hay-noo me-lech ha-o-lam, she-a-saw nee-seem la-a-vo-tay-noo 

ba-ya-meem ha-hem baz-man ha-zeh. 
 

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, Who made miracles for our ancestors 

in those days, at this season. 
 

Only on the first night: 
 

 
 
 

Ba-rooch a-ta A-do-nai, E-lo-hay-noo me-lech ha-o-lam, she-he-che-ya-noo,v’kee-y-ma-noo, 

v’hee-gee-a-noo, laz-man ha-zeh. 
 

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, Who gives us life and sustains us, 

and brings us to this season. 

ּו ְּבִמְצֹוָתיו,  ֶל� ָהעֹוָלם, ֲאֶׁשר ִקְּדָׁשֽ יּו ֶמֽ   ָּברּו� ַאָּתה ְיָי ֱא�ֵהֽ
ּו ְלַהְדִליק ֵר ֶׁשל ֲחָֻּכה.   ְוִצָּוֽ

 

יּו  ֶל� ָהעֹוָלם, ֶׁשָעָׂשה ִִּסים ַלֲאבֹוֵתֽ יּו ֶמֽ  ָּברּו� ַאָּתה ְיָי ֱא�ֵהֽ
 ַּבָּיִמים ָהֵהם ַּבְּזַמן ַהֶּזה. 

יּו  ֶל� ָהעֹוָּברּו� ַאָּתה ְיָי ֱא�ֵהֽ ּו ַלְּזַמן ַהֶּזה. ֶמֽ ּו ְוִהִּגיָעֽ ָלם, ֶׁשֶהֱחָיּֽו ְוִקְּיָמֽ  
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Please note these updated COVID-19 protocols adopted at the Congregegation Annual Meeting on May 15, 2022: 
Everyone age 5 and older must be fully up-to-date on their COVID-19 vaccination to attend in-person 
services/classes/events. Hakafa’s vaccination requirement is the CDC’s definition of “up to date” on COVID-19 vaccination. This 
means that an individual must have the full initial vaccination (one dose of J&J or two doses of Pfizer or Moderna) and one booster. 
 
Hakafa is now mask optional for indoor and outdoor events, including Friday Evening Shabbat Services.  

 Specific Hakafa groups/classes may require additional COVID mitigation efforts as decided by that group and its leaders.  

 For any events that are hosted at a member’s home, that member can establish the COVID mitigation rules for attendance 
(but at a minimum everyone must be fully vaccinated as described above).  

 Service officiants, Hakafa’s President, the Task Force chair, and/or Rona (individually or collectively) are authorized to make 
changes as necessary for a specific Service or event.   

 
 

Important Information for In-Person Gatherings 
 

Prayer and Celebration 
 

Shabbat Morning Minyan  
Zoom Meeting ID: 847  8216  0504 

 
Please join us on Saturdays, December 3 and 17 at 9:00 
a.m. for this hour-long service and study. Our service on 
December 3 will be held at the home of Laurie and Mike 
Jacker (1687 Ridgelee Road, Highland Park), and our 
December 17 service will be held at the North Shore 
United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). 
The service will also be accessible via Zoom for those who 
are not able to participate in-person. Our Shabbat Morning 
Minyan is a wonderful opportunity to enhance your 
celebration of Shabbat. People of all ages are encouraged 
and welcome to attend. 
 

Friday Evening Services  
Zoom Meeting ID: 292 137 266 

 

All are invited to join us for our weekly Friday 
Evening Kabbalat Shabbat Service. All services take 
place in Room 101 at the Winnetka Community 
House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) AND via 
Zoom (Meeting ID: 292 137 266) except for the last 
Friday of each month which takes place via Zoom 
only (not in-person).   

 
December 2 Shabbat Vayeitzei 
7:30 p.m.  Torah Portion: Genesis 28:10-32:3  

Haftarah: Hosea 12:13-14:10 
Shabbat Service in-person and via Zoom 

 
December 9 Shabbat Vayishlach 
7:30 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Genesis 32:4-36:41 

Haftarah: Hosea 11:7-12:12 
Shabbat Service in-person and via Zoom 
Musical Guest: Tory May 

 
December 16 Shabbat Vayeishev 
7:30 p.m.      Torah Portion: Genesis 37:1-40:23 

Haftarah: Amos 2:6-3:8 
Shabbat Service in-person and via Zoom 
Musical Guest: Beth Hamon 

 
December 23 Shabbat Mikeitz 
7:00 p.m.      Torah Portion: Genesis 41:1-44:17 

Haftarah: Zehariah 4:1-7 
Shabbat Service & Hanukkah Celebration 
In-person and via Zoom 
Note Early Start Time   

 
December 30 Shabbat Vayigash 
7:30 p.m.      Torah Portion: Genesis 44:18-47:27 

Haftarah: Ezekiel 37:15-28 
Shabbat Service via Zoom Only  

 
 

 
 

  
 

Hakafa Community Candle Lighting on the 
First Night of Hanukkah 

 
Join us as we usher in Hanukkah together! Will we meet on 
December 18 at 4:45 p.m. in front of the Watts Ice Center 
in Glencoe (305 Randolph Street) to light the candles, sing 
a few songs, and enjoy each other’s company for a few 
minutes. And, if you can’t make it in person, we will stream it 
live on our Facebook page as well. Share Hanukkah with 
your congregation and fellow members. Invite your friends 
and neighbors, too. We hope to see you there! 
 

 
Congregation Hanukkah Celebration  

and Shabbat Service 
Friday evening, December 23 – 7:00 p.m.  

NOTE EARLY TIME/Winnetka Community House  
 
Please join us for a beautiful Hakafa tradition as we 
celebrate the 6th night of Hanukkah and Shabbat! Bring 
your chanaukiot (Hanukkah menorahs), candles, and 
matches, and help us celebrate Hanukkah as a 
community. A special Hanukkah oneg with delicious 
Hanukkah treats, hosted by our Kadima Group, will follow. 
We are looking for volunteers to help with the oneg. 
Please contact Sharon Gutan (847-256-0638 or 
Gutan627@comcast.net) or Betsy Hersher (847-945-5974 
or hersherb@hersher.com) if you can help. 
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Condolences to:  
 

Steve Yousha and family on the loss of his mother, 
Gloria. 
 

Mazal Tov to: 
 

Linda and Leo Gordon on the birth of their grandchild, 
Mae Rose, to Elizabeth Gordon and Alex Greenberg 
 
Wilma Tunick on the birth of her great-grandchild, Lyra 
Sjogerman Siner 
 
As always, if you are having a simcha – a birth, wedding, or the 
like – please let us know (admin@hakafa.org) so that we can 
share your joy with our congregational community. 
 

 

Hosts Needed for Friday Evening Onegs 
 

Hosting a Friday evening Oneg Shabbat is a wonderful way to honor 
the memory of a loved one on his/her yahrzeit or to celebrate a b’nai 
mitzvah, birthday, anniversary, or other special occasion with the 
congregation. Volunteers are needed to host our weekly Onegs! Go 
to the following link for all of the details needed to host: 
www.tinyurl.com/HakafaOnegInstructions 
 
To volunteer to host, sign up online at this link 
(http://tinyurl.com/oneg-hosting) or by contacting Gayle Inbinder 
(oneg@hakafa.org or 847-951-0380) and Jill Mihailovic-Sternberg 
(oneg@hakafa.org or 773-710-4436).  
 
 
 

Thank you to: 
 
All of our members who hosted Coffees in November 
and those who will be hosting this month. 
 
 
 

Prayer and Celebration (continued) 
 

Beth Hamon to Join Us at Our 
December 16 Shabbat Service 

 
The daughter of nightclub musicians, 
Beth Hamon is a bicycle-riding singer-
songwriter, teacher and synagogue 
musician based in Portland, Oregon. She 
serves her local community as a 
synagogue musician and cantorial soloist, 
and tours the country performing, 
teaching workshops, and composing 
songs on commission.  

 

Congregation Meeting 
Zoom Meeting ID: 850 3496 3619 

 
Please join us via Zoom for our next Congregation Meeting on Sunday, December 11 at 10:30 a.m. Contact Barbara 
Miller (president@hakafa.org) with questions or to have something considered for the agenda. 
 

 
 

Member News 
 

Join Us for Coffee and Share in the Shaping of Our Encirclement 
 
Every so often, Hakafa members come together to envision our next few years. If you have not already joined us at a 
Coffee, please join us at one of the following three remaining Coffees to share your ideas about what we are and what 
we can be. Your input is vital to us moving forward together. 
 
If you’re planning on attending one of these Coffees, please let the host know. 
  
Thursday, December 1 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom Only 
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87611606435?pwd=YUZ2OXY3cXUyKzB0Tkp5VmczZ0ZPUT09  
Meeting ID: 876 1160 6435 
 
Sunday, December 4 at 2:00 p.m. in Highland Park 
Home of Lorena and Adam Blonsky (1468 Sunnyside Avenue, Highland Park) 
lorena@lmbassociates.com 
 
Thursday, December 8 at 7:00 p.m. in Northbrook  
Home of Heather Ross and Ron Lambert (1320 Edgewood Lane, Northbrook) 
hross@rossandzuckerman.com 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Barbara Miller (president@hakafa.org or 847-835-8000). 
 

 

http://www.tinyurl.com/HakafaOnegInstructions
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Member News (continued) 

Growing Our Circle 
 
Has being a part of Hakafa’s encirclement been meaningful to you? Can you spare a few minutes once a month? 
Would you be willing to spread the word about Hakafa? If you’ve answered “yes” to any of these questions, you’re 
invited to participate in the formation of Hakafa’s new Growing Our Circle Committee, led by Lynn Sanders. Our goal 
is to attract new members through online media. After the High Holidays, Lynn will be holding an initial meeting via 
Zoom so you can learn more about our strategy and offer your input. Your involvement can be as simple as sharing a 
post once or twice a month. If you’re interested, please contact Lynn (Lynn@DifferenceMakersMedia.com). 

 

Chesed 
 
The Hebrew word for loving kindness is chesed. The Chesed 
Committee at Hakafa works to respond to a wide range of 
situations and events that occur in the lives of our members. It is 
our attempt to reach out to one another.  If you or anyone you 
know of in our congregation is in crisis from an illness, death in 
the family, or personal stress, and could benefit from support, 
such as a visit, delivery / preparation of meals, or a ride to a 
health care appointment, please contact Camille DeFrank (847-
997-8085 /camilledefrank@gmail.com) or Beth McCullough 
(847-722-5430/mikeandbeth_60089@yahoo.com). 

 

Making Contributions to Hakafa 
 
Throughout the year, people ask how they can 
make a contribution to Hakafa. We have three 
funds that accept donations, and we always 
value your support: 

 
 Our General Fund supports the day-to-day 

operations of the synagogue. Please make 
your check payable to "Congregation Hakafa." 
 

 Rabbi Elder's Discretionary Fund directly 
supports those in need in and around our 
community. Rabbi Elder directs the usage of 
these funds. Please make your check payable 
to "Congregation Hakafa" and write "Rabbi 
Elder's Discretionary Fund" on the memo line. 
 

 Our Endowment Fund supports special 
programming not covered by the budget. 
Endowment Trustees direct the usage of 
these funds. Please make your check payable 
to "Congregation Hakafa" and write 
"Endowment Fund" on the memo line. 
 

 The Rabbi Robert J. Marx Social Justice 
Fund supports new justice initiatives 
proposed by congregants that reflect the 
values and life of our founding rabbi. Please 
make your check payable to “Congregation 
Hakafa” and write “RJM Fund” on the memo 
line.  

 
If you would like to make your donation in honor 
or in memory of someone, please be sure to 
include a note in your envelope with the 
appropriate information so that a card can be 
sent to the honoree to let that person know 
about your donation.  
 
All donations can be mailed to: 
Congregation Hakafa, P.O. Box 409, 
Glencoe, IL 60022. It is also possible to make 
donations with a credit card. Please contact 
Rona Elder (admin@hakafa.org) for assistance 
with that. If you are interested in a legacy giving 
plan, please let us know and arrangements can 
be made. If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact Rona.  

 
 

Kesher* Game Night 
 

Do you play Scrabble? Settlers of Catan? Euchre? Join us on 
Wednesday, December 14 at 7:00 p.m. at Curt’s Café in 
Highland Park (1766 Second Street) for an evening of games, 
nosh, and relaxing conversation. Bring your own board game, or 
play one of the many games we will have there. And, whoever 
beats Rabbi Elder at Scrabble gets a donation to the 
organization of their choice. See you there! 
 
*Many Hakafa members have been living their congregation experience 
through their children. As their children move away, they are beginning 
to ask how to engage in our community for themselves. Kesher (Hebrew 
for “Connection”) allows members in this demography to get to know 
one another, share ideas, and create new and deep relationships. 
Though geared toward new, recent, or soon-to-be empty nesters, all 
Hakafa members are invited to join us. 
 

Seeking Zoom Help 
 
If you know how to run a Zoom meeting, including screen-
sharing, and would be willing to help out occasionally with a 
service or meeting, please contact Barbara Miller 
(president@hakafa.org).  
 

Willow Lawn Cemetery Plots  
 

Information regarding Hakafa’s green cemetery section at Willow 
Lawn is available on our website (www.hakafa.org/worship-
ritual/life-cycle-events/death/end-life-resources/cemetery-
options). Green burial is more environmentally friendly than 
standard burial. We have just one pair of side by side plots 
and two pairs of plots where one is perpendicular to the 
other, as well as several cremation plots. Please contact 
Deborah Brown (dmb9476@gmail.com) with any questions. 
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Member News (continued) 
 

Relief from COVID-19 Financial Stress  
 
If you are suffering from economic hardship due to the COVID-19 pandemic and could use a little help, please reach 
out to Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org, 847-266-8854). We have funds available.. 
 

 
Accessing Zoom Video Conferencing 

 
Virtual Name Tags: In order that we might better know each other, please log into Zoom events with your name. 
 
To Access Zoom with a computer/laptop: Go to www.zoom.us/join and enter the Meeting ID for the specific 
gathering. PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID. If it asks you if you want 
to use the computer's audio, say yes. The same for the video. If your video doesn't come up automatically, you can turn 
it on by clicking on the video icon at the bottom, left side of your screen. 
 
To Access Zoom on an iPad or smartphone: Go to www.zoom.us. If you have not already done so, you will be 
directed to download the Zoom app. Please download it. Then, click on “Join a Meeting” and enter the Meeting ID 
for the specific gathering. PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID. 
 
To Access Zoom by Phone (no video): Call 312-626-6799. When you hear a recording, it will instruct you to type in 
the Meeting ID number, followed by the # sign. PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT 
MEETING ID. You will be able to hear clearly and participate like everyone else. 

 
 

Adult Education 
 

Yiddish Class  
Zoom Meeting ID: 863 6421 5324 

 
Our Yiddish Class continues at 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday nights. Classes on December 5 and 
12 will meet in-person at the home of Sharon 
and Eugene Gutan (627 Leamington, 
Wilmette) AND via Zoom. Class on December 
19 will meet via Zoom only. There is no class 
on December 26. Contact Sharon Gutan 
(gutan627@comcast.net) or Betsy Hersher 
(hersherb@hersher.com) with questions. 
 

 Lunch and Learn  
 Zoom Meeting ID: 821 5540 2577 

 
Bring your lunch and join us via Zoom on Thursday, December 
8 at 12:00 noon for a lively discussion with Rabbi Elder! New 
participants are always welcome. 
 
 

Wednesday Afternoon Tanach Study 
Zoom Meeting ID: 813 358 443 

 
All are invited to join Rabbi Elder either in-person at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
OR via Zoom (813 358 443) for weekly Tanach study on 
Wednesday afternoons from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. Each week, we 
proceed through the Bible, verse by verse, discussing its content 
and various interpretations. New participants are always 
welcome. Please Note: Class will NOT meet on December 28. 
 

 
 
 

Tuesday Evening Tanach Study  
Zoom Meeting ID: 662 730 822 

 
All are invited to join Rabbi Elder via Zoom 
for weekly Tanach study on Tuesday evenings 
from 7:30 to 8:45 p.m. Each week, we proceed 
through the Bible, verse by verse, discussing its 
content and various interpretations. 
 
Please Note:  
 Class on the first Tuesday of each month 

(December 6 this month) will meet in-
person at the North Shore United Methodist 
Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) IN 
ADDITION TO via Zoom. 

 Class will NOT meet on December 27. 
 
 
 

Hakafa Book Club 
December’s read is The Cooking Gene by Michael W. Twitty 
 
A few Hakafa members have started an informal book group 
dedicated to reading Jewish and Jew-adjacent works of fiction 
and nonfiction. Hakafa member and librarian, Rose Waldman, 
facilitates the discussions, and the group meets on the second 
Sunday of each month via Zoom, at 4:15 PM. Anyone who is 
interested is welcome to reach out to Rose (roza37@gmail.com) 
to be added to the email list.  
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
http://www.zoom.us/join
http://www.zoom.us/
mailto:hersherb@hersher.com
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Midrash Class 
Zoom Meeting ID: 696 226 468 

 
Join us either in-person at the North Shore 
United Methodist Church (213 Hazel 
Avenue, Glencoe) OR via Zoom on Tuesday 
mornings at 10:00 a.m. to study midrash. 
Midrash is the creative, interpretative process 
of the rabbis over generations. Through the 
study of midrash, we will see how much of our 
understanding of the biblical text has been 
influenced by theirs. Please Note: Class will 
NOT meet on December 27. 
 

Adult Education (continued) 
 

Musar Class  
Zoom Meeting ID: 242 631 590 

 
Musar is a long-standing tradition of exploring Jewish ethics 
focusing on character formation. Join Rabbi Elder via Zoom on 
Wednesday mornings from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. to delve into 
selections from the Musar tradition, in text and in practice. The 
goal of the class is to not only take a more academic approach to 
Jewish ethics and ethical literature, but also to use some of the 
techniques of the Musar Movement (chevruta study, personal 
reflection time, and others) to deepen our own understanding of 
ourselves and push to live up to the best that is within each one of 
us. Please Note: Class will NOT meet on December 28. 
 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Education: Zoom Meeting ID: Meeting ID: 871 3067 5137 
 
All Hakafa adults are invited to participate in our Sunday Morning Adult Education classes led by both congregational 
and community scholars who will delve into a variety of topics of special interest and expertise.  
 
Class meets on Sunday mornings from 10:15-11:45 a.m. Feel free to come for one session or for all of them! We will 
now be meeting via Zoom only through March. The plan is to return to both in-person at the Takiff Center and Zoom 
in April.  
  
December 4:via Zoom only 
 
Rabbi Michael Balinsky will continue his discussion from October 23 on What Story is the TANAKH (Hebrew Bible) 
Telling? It goes without saying the Bible is filled with stories, but are there overarching themes and messages that 
TANAKH is trying to teach us that emerge from the text? We will explore two approaches and suggest some 
unexpected themes. Please bring a TANAKH to class.  

 
Rabbi Michael Balinsky is the former Executive Vice President of the Chicago Board of Rabbis, an organization 
representing two hundred rabbis of all denominations. He is a member of the Jewish Catholic Scholars Dialogue in 
Chicago, the Board of the Parliament of the World Religions, serves on the executive of the Council of Religious 
leaders of Metropolitan Chicago and is on the advisory board of the Bernadin Center at Catholic Theological Union. He 
is also an active participant in a number of Jewish, Christian and Moslem interfaith initiatives. Rabbi Balinsky was a 
Hillel director for twenty-two years, over nineteen of those as the director of the Louis and Saeree Fiedler Hillel Center 
at Northwestern University, after two and a half years as the Associate Director of Hillel at the University of Michigan. 
 
 
December 18 – via Zoom only 
 
Janet Koven Levit will join us for a discussion on ensuring reproductive rights in a post-Roe world.  

 
In the wake of Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Center, many state legislatures have already severely curtailed or 
eliminated women’s access to abortion care in their states. This regression in 50 years of law, practice and individual 
liberty rights is unprecedented in the Court’s history.  

 
Yet, the mid-term elections, as well as the Kansas ballot initiative last August, offer glimmers of hope and a window into 
what the legal landscape will look like in the near- and medium-term. What are the new frontiers where the 
reproductive rights battle will play out? In a world without federal constitutional protection of reproductive liberty, how 
can we use federal, state, local, private contractual, and international/human rights law to defend against further 
encroachments and then rebuild access to reproductive health care (including abortion care) for as many women as 
possible?  

 
Janet Koven Levit is a law professor at the University of Tulsa, a member of the Board of Directors of the Center for 
Reproductive Rights, and a member of the Advisory Board of the Take Control Initiative, which helps provide access to 
birth control in the Tulsa, Oklahoma region. She has been Interim President and Provost of the University of Tulsa and 
Dean of its College of Law. 
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Note from the Director of Education 
 

This month is a short one but packed with activity! We 

begin with Religious School on December 4 when we 

will, once again, be packing meals for The Night 

Ministry. Families will make the sandwiches first thing in 

the morning, and our 5-6th graders will pack the bags 

with everything else during class time. We will also 

have our second 9-11th grade class session this day.  
 

Our last day of Religious School before Winter Break 

will be on December 18 when students will enjoy a 

special Hanukkah All-School Education Day! Our last 

day of Hebrew School before Winter Break will be on 

December 20. 
 

Wishing everyone a Chag Hanukkah Sameach and a 

wonderful Winter Break! 
 

Stay warm and see you on Tuesday, January 10 for 

Hebrew School and Sunday, January 15 for Religious 

School! 

L’shalom, Bibi 

 
 

 

The year is 

flying by, and 

we have done 

so much 

already! Here 

are a couple 

of pictures of 

our students 

Israeli dancing 

last month. 
 

 

 

 
 

Join us for a Tayalim outing to go ice skating, get to 

know your fellow Tayalim (trekkers), and celebrate 

Hanukkah together!  
 

When:  Sunday, December 18 - 3:15-4:45 pm  
 

Where:  Watts Ice Center (305 Randolph Street, Glencoe) 
 

Cost:  $5 per person 
 

Please RSVP by December 11 at 

https://tinyurl.com/HakafaOnIce 
 

The program is aimed toward children in elementary 

school, but everyone is welcome!  Parents are 

expected to attend with their children. 
 

This program will be all outdoors, so please dress for 

the weather, including warm clothes. You may bring 

your own skates, or rental skates are available for $5.  
 

A small snack will be provided. We will eat together 

outdoors. If you have any questions, please contact 

tayalim@hakafa.org. 

 

COVID Safety:  

Everyone age 5 and older must be fully up-to-date on 

their COVID-19 vaccination to attend (1 dose of J&J 

or 2 doses of Pfizer/Moderna and 1 booster). Masks 

are strongly recommended.  
 

 

Tot Shabbat ! 

 

Families with children and/or 

grandchildren ages five and 

younger (including parents, siblings, 

and/or extended family) are invited 

to join Rabbi Elder in-person at the 

North Shore United Methodist Church 

(213 Hazel Ave, Glencoe) on Saturday, December 17 

at 11:00 am for 30-minutes to sing, dance, hear a 

story, and pray at our interactive Shabbat 

experience. Feel free to invite friends! 
 

 

 

 



 

                          
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

B’nai Mitzvah Workshops 
 

Rabbi Elder’s “Walk through the Shabbat Service” 

b’nai mitzvah workshop series will continue with our 

second session on Sunday, December 11 at the Takiff 

Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe). Families 

planning morning services will meet at 12:00 pm, & 

families planning evening services will meet at 1:00 

pm. This series is designed for families of students 

whose b’nai mitzvah celebrations will be taking place 

in the next 12-18 months. Students and their parents 

should attend. All b’nai mitzvah candidates & families 

are welcome, even if you missed the first one. 

 

 

Dates to Note: 
 

 

December 4: ▪ Religious School  

  ▪ High School Class Session II for 9th-11th 

      Graders (4:00-6:15 pm) 

December 6:   ▪ Hebrew School 

December 11: ▪ Religious School  

▪ B’nai Mitzvah Workshops  

   (12:00 pm OR 1:00 pm) 

December 13: ▪ Hebrew School 

December 17: ▪ Tot Shabbat, 11:00 am 

December 18: ▪ Religious School  

  ▪ Tayalim Hanukkah on Ice Event, 3:15 pm 

  ▪ First Night of Hanukkah 

December 20: ▪ Hebrew School 

December 21 through January 9: No Religious School or 

                                              Hebrew School (Winter Break) 

December 25: ▪ Last Night of Hanukkah 

January 10:   ▪ Hebrew School Resumes 

January 15:   ▪ Religious School Resumes 

 

 

 

    

How to Play the Dreidel Game     
 

• Any number of people can play this Hanukkah 

game. 
  

• Each player begins the game with an equal 

number of game pieces.  Game pieces can be 

pennies, M&Ms, raisins, gelt, etc. 
 

• At the beginning of each round, every player puts 

one game piece into the center “pot.”  In addition, 

every time the pot is empty or has only one game 

piece left, every player should put one game piece 

into the pot. 
 

• Every time it is your turn, spin the dreidel once.  

Depending on the outcome, you give or give or get 

game pieces to or from the pot: 
 

b - The Hebrew letter Nun stands for the Hebrew 

word “nes” which means “miracle.”  

     If you land on the b, you do nothing. 
 

d - The Hebrew letter Gimmel stands for the 

Hebrew word “gadol” which means “great or 

big.”   

     If you land on the d, you get everything in  

     the pot! 
 

v - The Hebrew letter Hey stands for the Hebrew 

word “hayah” which means “occurred or 

happened.” 

     If you land on the v, you get half the pot.   

*If there is an odd number of pieces in     

 the pot, you round up. 
 

a - The Hebrew letter Shin stands for the Hebrew 

word “shahm” which means “there.” 

     If you land on the a, you need to put one  

     game piece into the pot. 
 

• If you find that you have no game pieces left, you 

are either “out” or may ask a fellow player for a 

“loan.” 
 

• When one person has won everything, that round 

of the game is over! 

Hakafa Youth News, 

         continued  
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Supporting Foster Families: 
Save the Date for Our Kick-Off Event on February 12, 2023 

  
Did you know that on any given day, an average of 437,000 children are in foster care across the U.S.? So many of 
these children are overwhelmed, grieving, and don’t understand how they got to this point. They are taken from their 
homes with little more than the clothes they have on, and if they are lucky, a few personal belongings like a blanket or 
toy stuffed into a garbage bag. These children are our country’s future and our local community’s future, too. How can 
we ignore this problem and not address it for the sake of our community and for the entire world?! Through our 
conversations with the national organization, Second Nurture (www.2nurture.org), work has begun to build a cohort of 
families and professionals to support those in our community who are contemplating fostering or adoption. This work 
will take time, but it is very important to our communities. These children are the future! 
  
Save the date for our Kick-Off Event on February 12, 2023 when we will be working with Comfort 
Cases (www.comfortcases.org), another national organization, to build personalized cases for children here in the 
Chicago area’s foster care system. This will be amazing hands-on work!  We will need help to set-up and to 
participate in this event. More details are to follow. We are excited for our local community to attend and find out 
more about how each of us can help foster care children in our local area! If you have any questions, do not hesitate to 
reach out to Hakafa member, Beth McCullough (bethandmike_60089@yahoo.com).  
 
 
 
 

Social Action  
 

Jewish Community Resources 
 
CJE SeniorLife (www.cje.net, 773-508-1000) – Since 1972, CJE SeniorLife has enhanced the lives of older adults and their families 
through a comprehensive network that includes housing, health care, community services, health and wellness education, life 
enrichment programs and applied research.  
 
JCFS Chicago (www.jcfs.org, 855-275-5237) – JCFS Chicago provides caring and healing services to children, teens, adults, older 
adults and families for help with autism, support with advanced illness, special education, individual and family counseling, and 
more.  
 
JCFS Chicago Addiction Services (www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/addiction-services, 847-745-5422) – 
JCFS Chicago Addiction Services was created to build a caring community that is aware of and responsive to the problem of 
addiction and to support individuals and families who struggle with addiction.  
 
JCFS Chicago Illness, Loss and Spiritual Support Services (www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/illness-loss-
grief, 847-745-5404) – The staff at JCFS Chicago Illness, Loss and Spiritual Support Services provides information about social 
services, medical resources, and spiritual resources for people who are ill, grieving, or serving as caregivers to help in their difficult 
times. 
 
SHALVA (www.shalvaonline.org, 773-583-4673) - SHALVA offers free, confidential, domestic abuse counseling services to the 
Chicago Jewish Community.  

 

A Just Harvest: Help Feed  
People Who are Hungry 

(Once again serving meals in person!) 
 

Continuing our commitment for more than 20 
years, on the 2nd Sunday of every month, Hakafa 
members bring and serve lunch to more than 150 
people at A Just Harvest's Community Kitchen 
(7649 N. Paulina St, Chicago). Volunteers are 
needed to sign up to help! You can sign up to 
provide food, help serve, or both! Plan to arrive to 
help/deliver food at 11:00 a.m. Lunch will be 
served from 12:00-2:00 p.m. Hakafa’s tzedakah 
fund can reimburse you for expenses, if needed. 
Click here for more details and to sign up to 
volunteer: http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest. 
Contact Hakafa member, Monique Parsons 
(monique.parsons@gmail.com), with questions. 
 
 

 

 

The Night Ministry Needs Winter Items 
 

The Night Ministry (www.thenightministry.org), an 
organization that serves people experiencing poverty, 
isolation, and homelessness needs winter clothing. Starting 
December 1 and running through February there will be 
bins in the main lobby of the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay 
Road, Glencoe). Contact Hakafa member, Janet Lubetkin 
(janetlubetkin@gmail.com) with questions.  
 
These items are needed: 

 Hats in adult sizes (NEW ONLY)   
 Gloves in adult sizes (NEW ONLY),   
 Scarves in adult sizes (NEW ONLY)  
 Thermal Socks in adult sizes 
 Men's Coats in Size L to XXL--water repellant preferred 
 Men's Boots, Sizes 10-13+ 
 Women's Boots, Sizes 8-10 
 Hand and Toe Warmers 
 Rain Ponchos 
 

http://www.2nurture.org/
http://www.comfortcases.org/
mailto:bethandmike_60089@yahoo.com
http://www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/addiction-services
http://www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/illness-loss-grief
http://www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/illness-loss-grief


 

Congregation Hakafa Calendar              December 2022 – Kislev / Tevet 5783 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  

   
 
 
 
  

1 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Hakafa Coffee (via Zoom only) 

2      
 

 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service  
(WCH & Zoom) 

3    
 
9:00 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan  
(Home of Laurie & Mike Jacker & via Zoom) 

4  
 
10:00-11:45 am  
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:15 am 
Adult Education (Zoom only) – Rabbi Michael 
Balinsky: What Story is the TANAKH (Hebrew 
Bible) Telling? Part II 
 
2:00 pm 
Hakafa Coffee  
(Home of Lorena & Adam Blonsky) 
 
4:00-6:15 pm  
9th-11th Grade Class Session II  

5         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7:00 pm 
Yiddish Class  
(Home of Sharon & Eugene Gutan and Zoom)   

6        
 

10:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC & Zoom) 
 
 
 
 
 
4:15-5:30 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom)  

7         
 
10:00 am  
Musar Class (Zoom) 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom) 
 

8       
 

9:00 am 
Lunch & Learn 
(Zoom)   
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Hakafa Coffee  
(Home of Heather Ross & Ron Lambert) 

9     
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service  
(WCH & Zoom) 

10         
 
 

11         
 
10:00-11:45 am Religious School (TC) 
 
10:30 am 
Congregation Meeting (Zoom) 
 
12:00 pm OR 1:00 pm  
2nd B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC) 
 
4:15 pm 
Book Club (Zoom) 

12    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Yiddish Class  
(Home of Sharon & Eugene Gutan and Zoom)   

13   
 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC & Zoom) 

 
 

4:15-5:30 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 

 
 

7:30 pm 
Tanach Study (Zoom)  

14 
 
10:00 am Musar Class (Zoom) 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom) 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Kesher Game Night 
(Curt’s Café in Highland Park) 

15   Newsletter Articles Due 
 
 
 

 

16 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service  
(WCH & Zoom) 

17 
 
9:00 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan  
(NSUMC & Zoom) 
 
11:00 am 
Tot Shabbat (NSUMC) 

18 
 

10:00-11:45 am  
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:15 am 
Adult Education (Zoom only) – Janet Koven 
Levit: Insuring Reproductive Rights in a Post-
Roe World 
 

3:15-4:45 pm 
Tayalim Hanukkah on Ice Event 
 

4:45 pm 
Hakafa Community Candlelighting  
(Watts Ice Center, Glencoe) 
 

First Night of Hanukkah 

19   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7:00 pm 
Yiddish Class  
(Zoom only)  
 

2nd Night of Hanukkah 

20 
 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class (NSUMC & Zoom) 
 
 
 
 
4:15-5:30 pm 
Hebrew School (TC) 

 

 
7:30 pm 
Tanach Study (Zoom) 

 

3rd Night of Hanukkah 

21 
 
10:00 am Musar Class (Zoom) 
 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Tanach Study (NSUMC & Zoom) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

4th Night of Hanukkah 

22     
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

5th Night of Hanukkah 

23 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
7:00 pm – NOTE EARLY TIME 
Congregational Hanukkah Celebration 
and Shabbat Service 
(WCH & Zoom) 

 

6th Night of Hanukkah 

24 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

7th Night of Hanukkah 

25 
 
 
Last Night of Hanukkah 

26  27 28 29 30 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service  
(Zoom only) 

31 

TC = Glencoe Park District Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
WCH = Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
NSUMC = North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Barbara Miller……..………………………………………………………………….………………………….President 
Janet Lubetkin.....…………………...…………………………………...………………………….Vice President 
Mike McCullough..……………………………………..………….…..................Operations Treasurer 
Allison Blakley.………………………………………………………….………………………................Secretary 
Joli Fridman……………………………………………………………………………………………..Dues Treasurer 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
Bruce Elder……………………….....……………….Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 
Rona Elder……….…...................Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 
Bibi Patt…………….Director of Education (847-650-7720 or education@hakafa.org) 
Lori Wilansky..........................The Circle (847-732-7656 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in connection with 

Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly prohibited. 

The Circle  
December 2022 
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