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D’varim
Give Thanks for Turkey from India
I love word play. Throw out a good turn of a phrase, a subtle double entendre, or a crisp crossword clue, and
I couldn’t be happier. I have also been known to appreciate a moan-worthy pun or a Ted Lasso-esque
rhyming challenge. And then there are homonym sentences: The Folies producer was holding a can on the
can, wondering if she can can the Can-can. Fantastic, no?
The title of this reflection is another homonym, though in Hebrew: Hodu al hodu m’Hodu (Give Thanks for
Turkey from India). I thought it appropriate to share, given that I am writing on Thanksgiving Day.
Jewish tradition places great value on language. We believe that the study of words is a holy endeavor. Our
sages spend an inordinate amount of time trying to unpack the significance of each letter and syllable God
handed us in order to try to understand exactly what is expected of us. They use many tools, not the least of
which is word play, to decipher the complexities of our texts.
The rabbis insist, for example, that there is a meaningful link between the Day of Atonement and the
building of Noah’s ark. The root of the Hebrew word for “atonement” (kippur) is the same as the word for
the pitch (kofer) that God instructs Noah to use to seal the cracks between the wooden planks of his ship.
The rabbis posit that God is teaching us that our sins are like cracks between the slats of our character that
can be filled through atonement. Just as you see the tar between timbers of a finished boat, however,
remnants of our sins remain on our healed souls to remind us why they cracked in the first place.
Similarly, word play might give us a different approach to our Festival of Lights. Chanukah means
“rededication,” and it comes from the same root as the Hebrew word for “education” (chinuch). The rabbis
push us to consider that rather than celebrating a small band of zealots’ victory over the sophisticated
Asyrian-Greek army or appreciating a menorah’s oil lasting much longer than it should have, Chanukah
might teach us something else. Perhaps, at its core, Chanukah is a metaphor for the power of rededicating
ourselves to learning. With knowledge, we can stand up for our people when needed. We can see miracles in
the tiniest crevices and the largest expanses of the universal mystery. And we can lead richer lives of
meaning and insight. The Maccabees live these messages through their actions and their deeds.
With knowledge, we come to understand that ignorance is self-defeating. We see that the will to conquer
others is nothing more than self-loathing cloaked in sure-footed bravado. And we grow to realize that living
together, as difficult as it might seem sometimes, is the only way to survive the ever-evolving chaos of our
existence. Even through the carnage of the Maccabean saga, these messages ring true as well.
In other words, Chanukah teaches what the prophet Zechariah (4:6) preaches: Not by might, and not by
power, but by spirit alone will we all live in peace. His words are read every year on this festival, reminding
us that brains, not brawn, are the essence of our covenantal relationship with the Divine. Education is a
rededication to God.
I want to express this more expressly, but I cannot. So instead, I tender this tender hope:
May you all have a Happy Thanksgiving and Chag Chanukah Sameach. Enjoy this time of rededication,
learning, and delight.
-Rabbi Bruce Elder
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Prayer and Celebration
Shabbat Morning Minyan
Friday Evening Services
PLEASE NOTE: For the month of December, our first Friday
service will take place both in-person and via Zoom, but the rest
of the Friday services in the month will all be via Zoom only. The
Zoom Meeting ID for all Shabbat Services is: 292 137 266
Please Note: You must be fully vaccinated to attend in-person
services, In addition, masks will be required and social-distancing
will be observed.
December 3
7:30 p.m.

Shabbat Mikeitz
Torah Portion: Genesis 41:4-44:17
Haftarah: Zechariah 4:1-7
Shabbat Service and Hanukkah Candlelighting
Room 101 at the Winnetka Community House and via Zoom
December 11
7:30 p.m.

Shabbat Vayigash
Torah Portion: Genesis 44:18-47:27
Haftarah: Ezekiel 37:15-28

Via Zoom only
December 17
7:30 p.m.

Shabbat Va-y’chi
Torah Portion: Genesis 47:28-50:26
Haftarah: I Kings 2:1-12

Via Zoom only
Shabbat Sh’mot
Torah Portion: Exodus 1:1-6:1
Haftarah: Isaiah 27:6-28:13
Shabbat Service via Zoom only
December 24
7:30 p.m.

December 31
5:00 p.m.
Via Zoom only

Shabbat Va-eira
Torah Portion: Exodus 6:2-9:35
Haftarah: Ezekiel 28:25-29:21
Note Early Time

Hosts Needed to “Sponsor” a Virtual Oneg
Have you wanted to celebrate a special event, commemorate
a yahrzeit, or honor someone by providing a Friday night
oneg but have been unable to do so because of us being on
Zoom these past months? Do you have an organization or
cause you support that you would like others to support, too?
Now you will have a chance to do both - by sponsoring a
virtual oneg. Here's how it works:








Choose a Friday night to sponsor, and sign up online at this link
(http://tinyurl.com/oneg-hosting) or by contacting Suzanne
Shore or Gayle Inbinder (oneg@hakafa.org).
Make a donation to a charity about which you are passionate.
Light the Shabbat candles that night at services (Sara will lead
us all in the blessing, unless you would prefer to recite it
yourself.).
During announcements, you will be able to tell us about the
place to which you donated.
Hakafa will make a donation to that organization in your honor.
Even if you cannot be at services that evening, we will tell
participants about your cause, and Hakafa will make the
donation in your honor.

Contact Suzanne (oneg@hakafa.org or 847-722-6797) or
Gayle (oneg@hakafa.org or 847-951-0380) for more
information.

Zoom Meeting ID: 847 8216 0504
Please join us in-person at the North Shore
United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue,
Glencoe) or via Zoom on Saturday, December 4
at 9:00 a.m. for this hour-long service and study.
This is a wonderful opportunity to enhance your
celebration of Shabbat. People of all ages are
encouraged and welcome to attend.
Please Note: You must be fully vaccinated to
attend in-person services. In addition, masks
will be required, and social distancing will be
observed.

Hanukkah Community Candlelighting
Each Night of Hanukkah
HAPPY HANUKKAH! Please join us at 5:45 p.m.
each night of Hanukkah as we light the
Hanukkah candles together outdoors in a different
community!
Bring your chanukiot (Hanukkah menorahs) to any
or all of our locations. We will light the candles,
sing a few songs, and enjoy each other’s company
for a few minutes. And, if you can’t make it in
person, we will stream each night on our
Facebook page as well.
Share Hanukkah with your congregation and
fellow members. Invite your friends and neighbors,
too. We hope to see you there!
Night 4 - Wednesday, December 1: Glencoe
The home of Cookie and Ned Robertson (211
Dennis Lane, Glencoe)
Night 5 - Thursday, December 2: Northbrook
The home of Heather and Mark Harris (1429
Church Street, Northbrook)
Night 6 - Friday, December 3: During our
Shabbat Service, 7:30 p.m. (NOTE LATER
TIME)
Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue)
and via Zoom (Meeting ID: 292 137 266)
Night 7 - Saturday, December 4: Deerfield
The home of Elissa and Andrew Delman (250
Oakmont Drive, Deerfield)
Night 8 - Sunday, December 5: Highland Park
The home of Danna and Matt Kriser (1048 Brittany
Road, Highland Park)
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Member News
Nominating Committee Meeting
On Thursday, January 13 at 7:00 p.m., Hakafa’s Nominating
Committee will meet via Zoom to consider nominations for our five
officer positions for the 2022-23 fiscal year and one four-year
endowment trustee position.
If you are interested in serving as an officer or trustee, or if
you know someone who might be willing to serve, please
contact
Chairperson
Nancy
Goodman
at nancytgoodman@gmail.com or 847-564-3273. At the meeting,
past officers will be more than happy to answer questions about
their service and what tasks each position entails.
The Nominating Committee is open to all Hakafa members. Our
bylaws stipulate that you must inform the Nominating
Committee Chairperson in writing in advance of the meeting
that you plan to attend. To do so, please email Nancy Goodman
(nancytgoodman@gmail.com) by January 13.

Help Guide the
Rabbi Robert J. Marx Fund
Rabbi Marx laid the foundation for a Fund to
support efforts in keeping with his vision for
justice; additional members have contributed
to create a total fund of $30,000.
A task force is forming to build the framework
for allocation of the fund, both now and in the
future. The group will meet ~5 times over the
next six months to determine the principles,
parameters, and priorities for fund allocations.
Our initial meeting took place via Zoom on
November 28. Upcoming meeting dates via
Zoom are December 8 (7:00-8:15 p.m.) and
January 5 (7:00-8:15 p.m.).
To participate and receive Zoom link
information, please contact Elizabeth Cole or
(egraettinger@gmail.com)
Heather
Ross
(hross@rossandzuckerman.com).

Congregation Meeting
Zoom Meeting ID: 850 3496 3619
The next regular Congregation Meeting, originally scheduled for
Friday, December 10, will instead be held via Zoom on Sunday,
December 12 at 10:30 a.m. An agenda for the meeting will be in
the Weekly Announcements on December 8. All members of the
congregation are encouraged to attend. Please contact Deborah
Brown (president@hakafa.org) with questions or to request
being on the agenda for the meeting.

Condolences to:
Naomi Jaffe on the loss of her daughter, Debra Jaffe
Ari and Noah Kaplan on the loss of their grandfather, Leonard
Kipnis
Lynn Sanders on the loss of her relative, Natan Antman
Josh Youngerman on the loss of his friend, Kate Angharad Hyatt
We apologize if we have inadvertently missed a condolence for
you. Please let us know so that we can include it next month.

Results from November
Special Congregation Meeting
At the Special Meeting of the Congregation
held on November 18, the congregation voted
overwhelmingly
to
approve
the
recommendation of the Long Range Planning
Committee to eliminate base tuition for the
Religious and Hebrew Schools and the High
School Program, beginning in the 2022/23
year.
This will not eliminate charges for field trips,
individual b'nai mitzvah tutoring, and other
incidental expenses. Many thanks to the
members of the Long Range Planning
Committee, whose work will continue, and
the leadership of Neal Shapiro and David Joel.

Mazal Tov to:
David Joel and Susan Holtzman on the marriage of their son, Sam, to Matty Carville
Elyse Rifkin and Bob Rifkin on the marriage of their daughter, Anya, to Ross Lordon
Les and Lisa Stern on the birth of their grandchild, Jacob, to Michelle and Jonathan Fox
We apologize if we have inadvertently missed your simcha. Please let us know so that we can include it next month. As
always, if you are having a simcha – a birth, wedding, or the like – please let us know (admin@hakafa.org) so that we
can share your joy with our congregational community.
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Member News (continued)
Endowment Meeting
Zoom Meeting ID: 824 519 4138
Congregation Hakafa maintains an endowment fund that we use to support new programs and activities that aren’t
covered by our annual budgeting process. Congregants are welcome to offer suggestions and proposals for such
programs and activities. The Endowment Trustees will meet via Zoom on Wednesday, December 15 at 7:30 p.m. to
consider new requests. This meeting is open to all congregants. Please attend the meeting or contact the trustees with
your ideas/questions. Our three trustees are Bonnie Koven (ekoven@aol.com), Sally Nador (nadorsally@gmail.com),
and Deborah Brown (president@hakafa.org). And, please remember, financial contributions to the Endowment Fund
are always welcome—any time of the year.

Making Contributions to Hakafa
Throughout the year, people ask how they can make a contribution to Hakafa. We have three funds that accept
donations, and we always value your support:





General Fund: Our General Fund supports the day-to-day operations of the synagogue. To donate to the
General Fund, please make your check payable to "Congregation Hakafa."
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund: Rabbi Elder's Discretionary Fund directly supports those in need in and around
our community. Rabbi Elder directs the usage of these funds. To donate to the Discretionary Fund, please
make your check payable to "Congregation Hakafa" and write "Rabbi Elder's Discretionary Fund" on the memo
line.
Endowment Fund: Our Endowment Fund supports special programming not covered by the budget.
Endowment Trustees direct the usage of these funds. To donate to the Endowment Fund, please make your
check payable to "Congregation Hakafa" and write "Endowment Fund" on the memo line.

If you would like to make your donation in honor or in memory of someone, please be sure to include a note in your
envelope with the appropriate information so that a card can be sent to the honoree to let that person know about your
donation. All donations can be mailed to: Congregation Hakafa, P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022. It is also possible to
make donations with a credit card. Please contact Rona Elder (admin@hakafa.org) for assistance with that. If you are
interested in a legacy giving plan, please let us know and arrangements can be made. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact Rona Elder (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687).

Relief from Financial Stress
Due to COVID-19
If you are suffering from economic hardship
due to the COVID-19 pandemic and could
use a little help, please reach out to Rabbi
Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org, 847-266-8854).
We have funds available to assist you.

Willow Lawn Cemetery Plots Available
Information regarding Hakafa’s green cemetery section at Willow
Lawn is available on our website (www.hakafa.org/worship-ritual/lifecycle-events/death/end-life-resources/cemetery-options).
Green burial is more environmentally friendly than standard burial.
Please contact Deborah Brown (president@hakafa.org) with any
questions.

Chesed
The Hebrew word for loving kindness is chesed. The Chesed Committee at Hakafa works to respond to a wide range of
situations and events that occur in the lives of our members.
We are inviting you to add your name to our volunteer list. Know that we keep growing our list, so you won’t be called
on that often. But when you are, you will find it to be a wonderful opportunity to reach out to your fellow Hakafa
members. We welcome your participation. To take this short survey, please go to this link:
https://tinyurl.com/HakafaChesedSurvey. If you have questions or comments, please contact Camille DeFrank
(camilledefrank@gmail.com or 847-997-8085) or Beth McCullough (mikeandbeth_60089@yahoo.com or 847-7225430).
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Adult Education
Sunday Morning Adult Education
Zoom Meeting ID: Meeting ID: 871 3067 5137
Sunday Morning Adult Education will take place via Zoom on the following Sunday mornings in December. All Hakafa
adults are invited to participate in our Sunday Morning Adult Education classes led by both congregational and
community scholars who will delve into a variety of topics of special interest and expertise. Feel free to come for one
session or for all of them!
December 5 – 10:30 a.m. Cameron Joseph returns to discuss the politics of this year. Have your questions ready.
Cameron Joseph is Senior political reporter at Vice News, where he covers the Republican Party, elections and voting
rights. He's a contributing writer on The Almanac of American Politics, and a veteran of Talking Points Memo, the New
York Daily News, Mashable, The Hill and National Journal. He is from Northbrook, Illinois and his parents are members
of Hakafa, where he attended religious school and had his bar mitzvah.
December 12 – 1:00 p.m. (NOTE SPECIAL TIME): “The Torah of Transformation” with Rabbi Elliot Kukla
The world has changed dramatically recently: the way we work, go to school, age, care for each other, socialize, and
even observe timeless rituals like holidays and shabbat are in flux. How can we honor these losses and spiritually
adapt to our new world? Like us, our ancestors lived in times of transition. In this session we will explore classical
Jewish sacred texts, as well as the thinking of modern disability, gender, and racial justice activists, to discuss the
Torah of global transformation and how we can move into the future with no one left behind.
Elliot Kukla is a rabbi, chaplain, author, artist, and activist. His writing appears in many places including regularly in the
New York Times. He has spent the past 15 years offering spiritual care to people who are dying, ill, or bereaved. He is
the founder and director of the Communal Loss and Adaptation Project (CLAP), a project of Svara: A radically
traditional yeshiva. CLAP provides Jewish spiritual care for communal loss and honors the universal human need to be
witnessed in grief. In 2006 he was the first transgender rabbi ordained by a denomination in Judaism (Hebrew Union
College in LA). He lives in Oakland with his partner, their kid, two Boston Terriers and a cat named Turkey. Elliot can
be found at www.elliotkukla.com

Midrash Class:

Mussar Class

Zoom Meeting ID: 696 226 468

Zoom Meeting ID: 242 631 590

Join us either in-person at the North Shore United Methodist Church
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) OR via Zoom on Tuesday mornings at
10:00 a.m. to study midrash. Midrash is the creative, interpretative
process of the rabbis over generations. Through midrash, we see how the
rabbis saw the text of the Bible - its lessons, it messages, its practical
applications, and its relevance to them throughout time. Through the study
of midrash, we will see how much of our understanding of the biblical text
has been influenced by theirs. PLEASE NOTE: Class will not meet on
December 14 and 28.

Musar is a long-standing tradition of
exploring Jewish ethics with a
particular
focus
on
character
formation.

Please Note: You must be fully vaccinated to attend in-person Midrash
Class. In addition, masks will be required, and social distancing will be
observed.

Nosh and Know
Please join us either in-person at the home of Cookie and Ned
Robertson (211 Dennis Lane, Glencoe) or via Zoom (Meeting ID: 863
2720 5788) on Thursday, December 9 at 9:00 a.m. for a lively
conversation with Rabbi Elder! New participants are always welcome.
Please Note: You must be fully vaccinated to attend in-person Nosh & Know.
In addition, masks will be required, and social distancing will be observed.

Join Rabbi Elder via Zoom on
Wednesday mornings from 10:00 to
11:00 a.m. to delve into selections
from the Musar tradition, in text and in
practice. The goal of the class is to not
only take a more academic approach
to Jewish ethics and ethical literature,
but also to use some of the techniques
of the Musar Movement (chevruta
study, personal reflection time, and
others)
to
deepen
our
own
understanding of ourselves and push
to live up to the best that is within
each one of us.
PLEASE NOTE: Class will not meet
on December 15 and 29.
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Adult Education (continued)
Torah Study Classes
All Hakafa members are invited to join Rabbi Elder either in-person at the North Shore United Methodist Church
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) OR via Zoom for weekly Torah study on Tuesday evenings and/or Wednesday
afternoons. Each week, we proceed through the Bible, verse by verse, discussing its content and various
interpretations. New participants are always welcome.
Tuesday Evening Torah Study:
Tuesdays 7:30-8:45 p.m. (No class on 12/14 & 12/28)
Zoom Meeting ID: 662 730 822

Wednesday Afternoon Torah Study:
Wednesdays: 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. (No class on 12/15 & 12/29)
Zoom Meeting ID: 813 358 443

*Please Note: You must be fully vaccinated to attend in-person. In addition, masks will be required, and social distancing will be
observed.

Hebrew Circle
Zoom Meeting ID: 871 8801 8556
If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners welcome!) looking to practice your Hebrew with other Hebrew speaking Hakafa
members, please join us via Zoom on Thursday, December 9 at 10:30 a.m. for an hour of Hebrew conversation with
Rabbi Elder! New participants are welcome.

Social Action
Refugee Sponsorship
Hakafa members, Jackie and Gary Cohen, share their experiences working with one of the refugee families
Hakafa is sponsoring:
We are so fortunate to be assisting a very special family who arrived in Chicago this fall. The family is made up of
Rose, who has two young sons, Alvin and Kalvin, and Pele, Rose’s adult sister. (Alvin insists his brother’s name begins
with a K, so, no the K is not a typo.) The family is Congolese, but had lived in Zambia for 5 years prior to coming to the
United States
They live in a two-bedroom apartment located on the north side of Chicago. The apartment is furnished and is always
st
rd
immaculate, even with two fun loving boys. The boys are enrolled in 1 and 3 grades in Chicago and are doing well.
They receive weekly assistance from a volunteer tutor.
Our first visit was in October. We came loaded with winter clothes and Halloween costumes. Although Rose and Pele
were overwhelmed with the generosity of Hakafa’s members, the real hit was the Halloween costumes. Both boys were
out of their street clothes in a flash, and into the Darth Vader suits and masks. Neither had any concept of Halloween,
but they quickly learned.
To date, our activities have included introducing the family to the concept of a library, getting library cards, showing
them how to access the internet at the library, helping them understand American currency, working on intermediate
English, and the list goes on.
One day when we were visiting, Rose and Pele prepared a Congolese lunch. We were introduced to a yucca stew,
which was quite good, and an amazing fish dish.
Both women are interested in getting jobs. Heartland, the agency that secured their apartment, is also assisting them to
find jobs. Both women are concerned that their combined work schedules accommodate the boys’ school schedules.
Pele has recently had an interview to be a food service worker at an assisted living facility. She is waiting to hear is she
will be offered the position. (Suzanne Shore, another Hakafa member, is checking into afterschool day care for them.)
The best part of being with Rose, Pele, Alvin and Kalvin, is that after each visit we leave with a hug and a smile.
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Social Action (continued)
A Just Harvest
Due to COVID-19, A Just Harvest now serves a daily boxed lunch to more than 150 people (no seated dinner). No
volunteers are permitted in the kitchen, but Hakafa still provides the Sunday lunch on our designated Sundays.
Volunteers are needed to provide the fried chicken entrée, salad, vegetables, fruit, and/or dessert on the
second Sunday morning of the month. The fried chicken needs to be ordered and picked up at 11:00 a.m. from the
Jewel on Howard and delivered to A Just Harvest. All other items should be left at A Just Harvest’s door at 10:00 a.m.
Hakafa’s tzedakah fund can reimburse you for expenses, if needed. Contact Monique Parsons
(monique.parsons@gmail.com) with questions. To sign up to volunteer, go to: http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest.
NOTE: We are in need of a second co-coordinator for Hakafa's work at A Just Harvest. Please contact Deborah
Brown (president@hakafa.org) to volunteer or with any questions.

Jewish Community Resources
CJE SeniorLife (www.cje.net, 773-508-1000) – Since 1972, CJE SeniorLife has enhanced the lives of older adults and
their families through a comprehensive network that includes housing, health care, community services, health and
wellness education, life enrichment programs and applied research.
JCFS Chicago (www.jcfs.org, 855-275-5237) – JCFS Chicago provides caring and healing services to children, teens,
adults, older adults and families for help with autism, support with advanced illness, special education, individual and
family counseling, and more.
JCFS Chicago Addiction Services (www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/addiction-services, 847745-5422) – JCFS Chicago Addiction Services was created to build a caring community that is aware of and
responsive to the problem of addiction and to support individuals and families who struggle with addiction.
JCFS Chicago Illness, Loss and Spiritual Support Services (www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-communityprograms/illness-loss-grief, 847-745-5404) – The staff at JCFS Chicago Illness, Loss and Spiritual Support Services
provides information about social services, medical resources, and spiritual resources for people who are ill, grieving,
or serving as caregivers to help in their difficult times.
SHALVA (www.shalvaonline.org, 773-583-4673) - SHALVA offers free, confidential, domestic abuse counseling
services to the Chicago Jewish Community.

Zoom Video Conferencing: Instructions
Virtual Name Tags: In order that we might better know each other, please consider logging into Zoom events with your
name.
To Access Zoom with a computer/laptop:
Go to www.zoom.us/join and enter the Meeting ID for the specific gathering. PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH
HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID. If it asks you if you want to use the computer's audio, say yes. The
same for the video. If your video doesn't come up automatically, you can turn it on by clicking on the video icon at the
bottom, left side of your screen.
To Access Zoom on an iPad or smartphone:
Go to www.zoom.us. If you have not already done so, you will be directed to download the Zoo
m app. Please download it. Then, click on “Join a Meeting” and enter the Meeting ID for the specific gathering.
PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID.
To Access Zoom by Phone (no video):
Call 312-626-6799. When you hear a recording, it will instruct you to type in the Meeting ID number, followed by the
# sign. PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID. You will be able to hear
clearly and participate like everyone else.

Hakafa Youth News
December 2021

Note from the Director of Education
Happy Hanukkah! We hope everyone had a
wonderful Thanksgiving/Hanukkah break!
On the last Sunday before break, our 3rd-6th graders
had a day of Chugim (special interest activities). They
enjoyed Jewish Yoga and learned about the artist
Marc Chagall. Using Chagall’s style, they made
Shrinky Dink stained glass window keychains. Our K2nd grade class learned about Hanukkah, made
beautiful chanukiot, and had Israeli Dancing! It was a
busy and very fun Sunday!
We begin this month with Religious School on
December 5. We will also have our 2nd class session
with the 9th-11th graders. Our last day of Religious
School before Winter Break will be on December 12.
Hebrew School this month will be on Tuesdays,
December 7 and 14. Our last Hebrew School session
before break will be on December 14.
We have been enjoying being together inside as
safely as we can be. Students have been very
respectful of the rules and have acclimated to yet
another new routine. Thank you to staff and parents
for your continued flexibility and support!
We would like to wish all of you a wonderful and warm
Winter Break! We resume classes on January 4 for
Hebrew School and January 9 for Religious School.
Happy New Year, in advance, and see you all again
in 2022!
L’shalom,

Bibi

Tayalim Family Event:
Why do Jews eat Chinese food on Christmas?
Families with children in grades K-5 are invited to join
us on Sunday, December 26 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00
p.m. at the Chinatown Gateway (2206 S Wentworth
Ave, Chicago) for the latest Hakafa Tayalim* outing!
We will be taking a walking tour of Chinatown, doing
activities to learn about the connections between
Jewish and Chinese communities, and, of course,
eating tasty Chinese food – all outdoors! We'll also be
collecting food for the Chinatown food pantry and
meal program (operated by the Chinese American
Service League) - to give back to a community that
has fed us for so long! Please bring non-perishable
food items to donate.
COVID Safety: Masks are required for all attendees
ages 2 and over, regardless of vaccination status.
Social distancing is expected.
Please register for this event by filling out the form at
this link: https://forms.gle/7R5oRE8ewwvZVMFd9.
If you have any questions, please contact Rae
Goodman-Lucker (rae.goodman@gmail.com).
*Tayalim, Hebrew for trekkers, is Hakafa’s new, outdoor,
experiential program for member and non-member families
with children primarily in grades K-5. It is designed to
introduce families to the relationship between Judaism,
Torah, and nature in unique and fun ways.

Dates to Note:
B’nai Mitzvah Workshops
Rabbi Elder’s “Walk through the Shabbat Service”
b’nai mitzvah workshop series will continue with our
second session on Sunday, December 5 in Community
Room 3 at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road,
Glencoe). Families planning morning services will
meet at 1:00 pm, & families planning evening services
will meet at 2:00 pm. This series is designed for families
of students whose b’nai mitzvah celebrations will be
taking place in the next 12-18 months. Students and
their parents should attend. All b’nai mitzvah
candidates & families are welcome, even if you
missed the first one.

December 5: ▪ Religious School
▪ B’nai Mitzvah Workshops
(1:00 pm OR 2:00 pm)
▪ High School Class Session II for 9th-11th
Graders (4:00-6:15 pm)
December 7: ▪ Hebrew School
December 12: ▪ Religious School
December 14: ▪ Hebrew School
December 15 through January 3: No Religious School or
Hebrew School (Winter Break)
December 26: ▪ Tayalim Family Event
January 4: ▪ Hebrew School Resumes
January 9: ▪ Religious School Resumes

Congregation Hakafa Calendar
Sunday

Monday

December 2021 – Kislev / Tevet 5782

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday
2

Friday
3

Saturday
4
9:00 am
Shabbat Morning Minyan (NSUMC & Zoom)

10:00 am
Mussar Class (Zoom)
1:00 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC & Zoom)
5:45 pm
Hakafa Hanukkah Community
Candlelighting in Glencoe

4th Night of Hanukkah

5

6

7

8

10:00 am
Midrash Class (NSUMC & Zoom)
10:00 am
Mussar Class (Zoom)

1:00 pm OR 2:00 pm
2nd B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC)

4:15-5:30 pm
Hebrew School (TC)

4:00-6:15 pm
9th-11th Grade Class Session II (NSUMC)

5th Night of Hanukkah

9

10:00-11:30 am
Religious School (TC)
10:30 am–12:00 pm
Adult Education (Zoom) – Cameron Joseph:
Discussion of the politics of this year

5:45 pm
Hakafa Hanukkah Community
Candlelighting in Northbrook

7:30 pm
Shabbat Service & Hanukkah Candlelighting
(WCH & Zoom)

6th Night of Hanukkah

10

5:45 pm
Hakafa Hanukkah Community
Candlelighting in Deerfield

7th Night of Hanukkah

11

9:00 am
Nosh & Know
(Home of Cookie & Ned Robertson
and via Zoom)
10:30 am
Hebrew Circle (Zoom)

1:00 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC & Zoom)

5:45 pm
Hakafa Hanukkah Community
Candlelighting in Highland Park

Last Night of Hanukkah

12

13

7:30 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC & Zoom)

7:00 pm
Rabbi Robert J. Marx Fund Meeting (Zoom)

14

15

Newsletter Articles Due

7:30 pm
Shabbat Service (Zoom only)

16

17

18

10:00-11:30 am
Religious School (TC)
10:30 am
Congregation Meeting (Zoom)

4:15-5:30 pm
Hebrew School (TC)

1:00 pm (NOTE SPECIAL TIME)
Adult Education (Zoom) – Rabbi Elliot Kukla:
The Torah of Transformation

19

26
10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Tayalim Event: Why do Jews eat
Chinese food on Christmas?

7:30 pm
Endowment Meeting (Zoom)

20

27

21

22

10:00 am
Midrash Class (NSUMC & Zoom)

10:00 am
Mussar Class (Zoom)

7:30 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC & Zoom)

1:00 pm
Torah Study (NSUMC & Zoom)

28

29

7:30 pm
Shabbat Service (Zoom only)

23

24

7:30 pm
Shabbat Service (Zoom only)

30

31
5:00 pm (NOTE EARLY START TIME)
Shabbat Service (Zoom only)

25

Congregation Hakafa

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022
Phone: 847-242-0687
Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org
Deborah Brown…..………………………………………………………………….…………….President
Barbara Miller......…………………...…………………………………...………………Vice President
Ellen Criz.............…………………………………………..………….….....Operations Treasurer
Allison Stein….…………………………………………………………….………………………...Secretary
Jason Glick……………………………………………………………………………………Dues Treasurer
Bonnie Koven & Sally Nador…......………….………….........Endowment Trustees
***************
Bruce Elder……………………….....……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org)
Rona Elder……….…......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org)
Bibi Patt…Director of Education (847-650-7720 or education@hakafa.org)
Sara Goodman……..….Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org)
Lori Wilansky............The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in connection
with Hakafa activities. Use for any other purposes is strictly prohibited.
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