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BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

D’varim 
 

Losing Weight 
 

As much as many of us have joked about the “COVID-19” or the “Quarantine 15,” weight gain has 

been a real issue during the pandemic. The New York Times recently reported
1
 on a study that suggests that 

Americans have gained an average of two pounds a month over the past year. The reasons for this are 

manifold and complicated, I would imagine, and the study is both limited in its scope and suspect in its 

ability to generalize. It does indicate, however, that our eating patterns have changed, that new stressors are 

taxing our bodies as much as our psyches, and that the severe decline in the incidental exercise opportunities 

of everyday living – from walking from our car to our office cubicle, to strolling the supermarket aisles - 

hurts us even more than we ever considered.   

 I actually believe this number is low. I think we have all added on so much more weight than what 

the study indicates: 

 -The weight of the loss of 2.75 million people worldwide to the COVID virus, twenty percent of 

whom have died here, in America. Nearly all of us know at least one person who has died from the virus; 

some of us know multiple people. Our own Hakafa community lost a small number of dear members. May 

the memories of all who died during this pandemic be the blessings they were in life. 

 -The weight of mistrust felt toward fellow citizens, “those people” whose reasons behind their 

feckless actions around the virus, the election, and so much more “we” cannot begin to fathom. We can’t 

understand their everyday disregard for what we consider to be sane and reasonable. 

 -The weight of uncertainty of the new world into which we are entering. Will our jobs be there? 

Will there be economic security? Will things be the same as they were? Do we want them to be the same? 

 -The weight of all the societal issues that continue to plague our nation, some of which lay relatively 

dormant this past year, most of which continue to fester at our core: Racism, gun violence, immigration, 

poverty, and hunger, to name a few. 

 -The weight of our own, personal struggles, challenges, and -isms. 

 That is a lot of weight, to be sure. 

 Given the burdens so many of us are carrying, I would like to suggest a weight loss program for all of 

us. How do we lose a few pounds during such heavy, heavy times?  

Through: 

 1) Caring – Continuing to reach out to others to let them know you are thinking of them. Not only 

will you lighten their load, but you will alleviate some of your own pressures as well, if even for a little bit. 

 2) Sharing – Continuing to come together virtually and find solace in one another. When we study, 

pray, or schmooze in community, we feel less isolated – we spread our various weights across each other, 

dissipating them as we participate in the throbbing machinations of oneness. 

 3) Patience – Continuing to wait. As much as our collective tolerance has been wearing thin, now is 

the worst time to let down our guard. We ache for “normalcy,” but the added weight of further infections, 

hospitalizations, and deaths are not worth the risk of jumping back into face-to-face communal gatherings for 

normalcy’s sake, as much as we wish otherwise.  

 We will be back together in person soon. Our hectic, harried, day-to-day world will be upon us again 

before we know it. Weights will come off, to be sure, but they will come off more quickly if we help each 

other shed the pounds that are encumbering us. 

 We are in this together, and that is not something to be taken lightly.  
-Rabbi Bruce Elder 

_______________________________ 
1 https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/22/health/virus-weight-gain.html 
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Friday Night Services     
 

Please note that all Friday Evening Kabbalat Shabbat 
Services will be held via Zoom. 

 
The Zoom Meeting ID for all Shabbat Services is:  

292 137 266 
 
April 2  Shabbat Yom Sh’vi-i shel Pesach 
7:30 p.m.          Torah Portion: Exodus 14:30-15:21 
  Haftarah: II Samuel 22:1-51 
 
April 9  Shabbat Sh’mini 
7:30 p.m.          Torah Portion: Leviticus 9:1-11:47 

Haftarah: Ezekiel 36:22-36 
   

April 16   Shabbat Tazria-M’tzora 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Leviticus 12:1-15:33 
  Haftarah:  II Kings 7:3-20 
  
April 23 Shabbat Acharei Mot-K’doshim 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Leviticus 16:1-20:27 
  Haftarah: Amos 9:7-15 
  Student Led Shabbat Service 
 
April 30 Shabbat Emor 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Leviticus 21:1-24:33 
  Haftarah: Ezekiel 44:15-31 

 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Yizkor Service: Last Day of Passover 
Zoom Meeting ID: 852 3252 0986 

 
Please join us via Zoom on Saturday, April 3 at 10:00 a.m. for Yizkor. Jewish tradition tells us that four times during 
the year, in addition to the anniversary of the death of a loved one, we are to recall the memories of those who have 
died. These four times, known as yizkor (remembrance), coincide with major holidays on the Jewish calendar. The last 
day of Pesach is a day on which yizkor is recited. 
 

Prayer and Celebration 
 

Shabbat Morning Minyan  
Zoom Meeting ID: 847 8216 0504  

 
Please join us via Zoom on Saturday, April 17 at 9:00 
a.m. for this hour-long service and study. It is a 
wonderful opportunity to enhance your celebration 
of Shabbat. People of all ages are encouraged and 
welcome to attend. 

Tot Shabbat for Young Children  

and Grandchildren 
Zoom Meeting ID: 817 5999 4793 

 
Families with children/grandchildren ages five and 
younger (including parents, siblings, and/or extended 
family) are invited to join us on Saturday, April 17 at 
11:00 a.m. for 30-minutes to sing, dance, hear a story, 
and pray at our interactive Shabbat experience. Please 
invite friends!  
 

Calling All Torah Chanters  
 
Hakafa is inviting members to chant or read Torah at 
select Erev Shabbat services. If you are interested 
contact Brian Browdy (brian.browdy@gmail.com or 
847-942-7318). 
 

Lag BaOmer Virtual Bonfire 
Zoom Meeting ID: 868 7548 3199 

 
This year, we are going virtual for our annual Lag BaOmer celebration! Join us on Thursday, April 29 at 7:00 p.m. for 
45 minutes of shmores (AKA s’mores), schmooze, and music. If you've got a fire pit, bring us virtually to your pit. If you 
have an outdoor barbecue, bring us to your barbecue. Rabbi Elder will be making his shmores in the microwave and 
will welcome all of you there. Who knows where Sara will be making hers? We look forward to seeing you then! 
 
What is Lag BaOmer? We are commanded by the Torah to count forty-nine days starting from the second day of Passover. On the 
fiftieth day, we celebrate the festival of Shavuot, commemorating the giving of the Torah. This 50-day period is called “Counting the 
Omer.” The Omer was a barley offering brought to the Temple on the day we start counting, the second day of Passover. “Lag 
Ba’Omer” is the thirty-third day of counting the Omer. The word “Lag” means 33 because it is comprised of the letters “lamud” and 
“gimmel,” corresponding to the numerical values of “30” and “3.” In the time of Rabbi Akiva, who witnessed the destruction of the 
Second Temple and who was the greatest Torah Sage of his generation, twenty-four thousand of his disciples died in an epidemic 
during the counting of the Omer. Since the epidemic was suspended on the 33rd day, Lag BaOmer has become a joyous day of 
celebration, complete with picnics and bonfires – especially in Israel. 

 

mailto:brian.browdy@gmail.com
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Hosts Needed to “Sponsor” a Virtual Oneg 
 
Have you wanted to celebrate a special event, commemorate a yahrzeit, or honor someone by providing a Friday night 
oneg but have been unable to do so because of us being on Zoom these past months? Do you have an organization or 
cause you support that you would like others to support, too? Now you will have a chance to do both - by sponsoring a 
virtual oneg. Here's how it works: 
 
1. Choose a Friday night to sponsor, and sign up online at this link (http://tinyurl.com/oneg-hosting) or by contacting 
Suzanne Shore or Ilene Holt-Turner (oneg@hakafa.org).  
 
2. Make a donation to a charity about which you are passionate. 
 
3. Light the Shabbat candles that night at services (Sara will lead us all in the blessing, unless you would prefer to 
recite it yourself.). 
 
4. During announcements, you will be able to tell us about the place to which you donated. 
 
5. Hakafa will make a donation to that organization in your honor. 
 
6. Even if you cannot be at services that evening, we will tell participants about your cause, and Hakafa make the 
donation in your honor.  
 
Contact Suzanne (oneg@hakafa.org or 847-722-6797) or Ilene (oneg@hakafa.org or 847-409-6022) for more 
information. 
 
 

 

Congregation Hakafa Member 

Services and Skills Directory 
 

We are updating our directory of fellow 
congregants who provide services. 
These categories include: business, 
legal, medical, dental, and personal 
services. If you would like your 
information included, contact Lori 

Wilansky (wilanskyl@comcast.net).  

Prayer and Celebration (continued) 
 

Zoom Conferencing: Instructions for Accessing 
 
Virtual Name Tags: In order that we might better know each other, 
please consider logging into Zoom events with your full name. 
 
To Access Zoom with a computer/laptop: Go to www.zoom.us/join 
and enter the Meeting ID for the specific gathering. PLEASE NOTE 
THAT EACH HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID. If it 
asks you if you want to use the computer's audio, say yes. The same for 
the video. If your video doesn't come up automatically, you can turn it on 
by clicking on the video icon at the bottom, left side of your screen. 
 
To Access Zoom on an iPad or smartphone: Go to www.zoom.us. If 
you have not already done so, you will be directed to download the 
Zoom app. Please download it. Then, click on “Join a Meeting” and 
enter the Meeting ID for the specific gathering. PLEASE NOTE THAT 
EACH HAKAFA EVENT HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID. 
 
To Access Zoom by Phone (no video): Call 312-626-6799. When you 
hear a recording, it will instruct you to type in the Meeting ID number, 
followed by the # sign. PLEASE NOTE THAT EACH HAKAFA EVENT 
HAS A DIFFERENT MEETING ID. You will be able to hear clearly and 
participate like everyone else. 
 
Please note that all Hakafa Zoom gatherings are now password 
protected. Contact Rona (admin@hakafa.org) if you need the Hakafa 
password. 
 

 

Member News  
 

Chesed 
 

Chesed is our congregation’s attempt 
to reach out to one another. If you 
know of anyone in our congregation 
who is in crisis from an illness, death in 
the family, or personal stress, who 
could benefit from support, such as a 
visit, delivery and/or preparation of 
meals, or a ride to a health care 
appointment, please contact Ana 
Bensinger (anabensinger@att.net or 
847-926-3223) or Anita Goldberg 
(anitagoldberg@gmail.com or 847-432-
8973).  

 

mailto:wilanskyl@comcast.net
http://www.zoom.us/join
http://www.zoom.us/
mailto:admin@hakafa.org
mailto:anabensinger@att.net
mailto:anitagoldberg@gmail.com
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Member News (continued) 
 

Young Adult Event: Ask the Rabbi Wine and Cheese 
Zoom Meeting ID: 893 9658 0681  

 
All young adults in their mid-20s and 30s (and their children) who 
are members of, grew up in, or are associated with Hakafa are 
invited to our next event. BYO wine and cheese, and join us via 
Zoom on Saturday, April 17 at 4:00 p.m. for “Ask the Rabbi.” 
Any topic is fair game! RSVP to Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 
847-266-8854). We hope to see you there!   
  

 

Long Range Planning Committee Meeting 
Zoom Meeting ID: 824 1852 7467 

 
Please join us via Zoom for our next Long-Range Planning 
Committee meeting on Monday, April 12 at 7:00 p.m.  The Long-
Range Planning Committee was established in March as an 
outgrowth of discussions in the Budget and Finance Committee. 
The committee focuses on budgetary matters as well as the  vision 
and values that we want our financial resources to support. Please 
contact co-chairs Neal Shapiro (nshapiro510@gmail.com) or 
David Joel (davidsusanrecords@gmail.com) with any questions. 

All members are welcome! 

 

 

Willow Lawn Cemetery Plots Available 
 
In May 2020, Hakafa purchased additional 
burial plots adjoining our consecrated green 
cemetery section at Willow Lawn. At this 
time, we still have three pairs of side-by-side 
plots plus two pairs of plots set at an angle to 
each other. There are also several cremation 
plots. Please see the Hakafa website 
(www.hakafa.org) under Worship and Ritual > 
Life Cycle Events > Death for more 
information about Hakafa’s cemetery options 
and pictures of the green cemetery. You may 
also contact Deborah Brown 
(president@hakafa.org).  

 

Hakafa Outreach  
 
In an effort to interest people in Hakafa, we are publicizing our 
Shabbat services and some of our events in the local online sites 
for Patch and NextDoor. These postings can be done for free by 
residents to their own municipalities' sites. If you are willing to learn 
how to post already-written materials in your community, please 
contact Deborah Brown (president@hakafa.org). 
 

Chevra Kadisha: Volunteers Needed for Virtual Shmira 
 
During the pandemic, Hakafa's Chevra Kadisha (burial society) is 
organizing virtual Shmira for our members and their family 
members between death and the funeral. Shmira is a way of 
honoring the deceased by reading texts while in their presence. 
Traditionally, Psalms are read, but any non-Torah texts such as 
Prophets or the Writings may be read. Poetry or essays or anything 
of a spiritual or meditative nature is also appropriate.  Participation 
is scheduled online in 1-to-2 hour shifts from home. If you are 
interested in learning more or being contacted when Shmira is 
requested, please contact Linda Gordon (lhrgordon@gmail.com). 
 
 

Condolences to: 
 
Alice Hanig and family on the loss of her 
sister, Esti Rose Weiland 
 
Nate Robinson and family on the loss of his 
mother and Hakafa member, Stacey 
Robinson 
 
We apologize if we have inadvertently 
missed a condolence for you. Please let us 
know so that we can include it next month. 

 
 

Relief from Financial Stress  

Due to COVID-19  
 
If you are suffering from economic hardship due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and could use a little help, please reach out to Rabbi 
Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org, 847-266-8854). We have funds available 
to assist you. 

 

Kesher Event 

Zoom Meeting ID: 895 1126 8967 
 

Join us at our next Kesher* event on 
Wednesday, April 7 at 7:00 p.m. for an 
evening of personal narratives. Do you 
have a story from your life that you’d like to 
share with others? It could be the time you 
got that special internship, the time you got in 
trouble with your parents, or worse, the time 
your family member did that really funny 
thing, the time someone helped you or 
changed your life … anything happy, sad, 
bittersweet, reflective, instructive, or just 
plain, old boring. Let us get to know one 
another through the stories we share with 
each other. 
  
*Kesher (Hebrew for “Connection”) is an 
initiative geared toward new, recent, or soon-
to-be empty nesters and their age group who 
are looking to get to know one another, share 
ideas, and create new and deep 
relationships.  

mailto:nshapiro510@gmail.com
mailto:davidsusanrecords@gmail.com
mailto:president@hakafa.org
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Member News (continued) 

 

Social Action   

A Just Harvest 
 
Due to COVID-19, A Just Harvest now serves a 
daily boxed lunch to more than 150 people (no 
seated dinner). No volunteers are permitted in the 
kitchen, but Hakafa still provides the Sunday lunch 
on our designated Sundays. Volunteers are 
needed to provide the fried chicken entrée, 
salad, vegetables, fruit, and dessert on the 
second Sunday morning of the month. The fried 
chicken needs to be ordered and picked up at 
11:00 a.m. from the Jewel on Howard and 
delivered to A Just Harvest. All other items should 
be left at A Just Harvest’s door at 10:00 a.m. 
Hakafa’s tzedakah fund can reimburse you for 
expenses, if needed. To sign up to volunteer, go 
to: http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest. Contact 
Monique Parsons (monique.parsons@gmail.com) 
or Debbie Charen (debbie.charen@gmail.com) 
with any questions. 

 

Congregation Meeting 
Zoom Meeting ID: 850 3496 3619 

 
Please come to the Congregational Meeting on Sunday, April 11 at 1:00 p.m. via Zoom. These meetings are where 
we accomplish the business of the congregation. The decisions made depend on the thoughts and voices of those who 
come and participate. At this meeting we will be discussing what we might do with some of the surpluses generated by 
decreased expenses during COVID, particularly those that are related to the ability we had to use our PPP loan for 
payroll costs. Please contact Deborah Brown (president@hakafa.org) with questions or concerns. 
 

Volunteers Needed in May to Help Make Sack 
Dinners for The Night Ministry  

 
On Monday, May 10, Congregation Hakafa will be donating 
sack dinners to The Night Ministry. These meals will be 
donated via The Night Ministry Health Bus at the Red Line 
CTA station. If you are interested in preparing fifteen meals 
for people experiencing homelessness, please contact Barb 
Scott (bams457@gmail.com) for the details. We are looking 
for ten volunteers. As TNM does not currently allow 
volunteers to serve meals in person, donations will be picked 
up from volunteers at their homes (with social distance) on 
Sunday, 5/9/21, in the late afternoon. Thank you, in advance, 
for your generosity! 
  
The Night Ministry is a Chicago-based organization that works 
to provide housing, health care, and human connection to 
members of the Chicago community struggling with poverty or 
homelessness. Here is the link to The Night Ministry’s 
website: http://https/www.thenightministry.org/. 

 

The greater Chicago area Jewish community has many organizations to which you can turn should when you 
need support. Here are a few of them: 
 
CJE SeniorLife (www.cje.net, 773-508-1000) – Since 1972, CJE SeniorLife has enhanced the lives of older adults and 
their families through a comprehensive network that includes housing, health care, community services, health and 
wellness education, life enrichment programs and applied research.  
 
JCFS Chicago (www.jcfs.org, 855-275-5237) – JCFS Chicago provides caring and healing services to children, teens, 
adults, older adults and families for help with autism, support with advanced illness, special education, individual and 
family counseling, and more.  
 
JCFS Chicago Addiction Services (www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/addiction-services, 847-
745-5422) – JCFS Chicago Addiction Services was created to build a caring community that is aware of and responsive 
to the problem of addiction and to support individuals and families who struggle with addiction.  
 
JCFS Chicago Illness, Loss and Spiritual Support Services (www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-
programs/illness-loss-grief, 847-745-5404) – The staff at JCFS Chicago Illness, Loss and Spiritual Support Services 
provides information about social services, medical resources, and spiritual resources for people who are ill, grieving, or 
serving as caregivers to help in their difficult times. 
 
SHALVA (www.shalvaonline.org, 773-583-4673) - SHALVA offers free, confidential, domestic abuse counseling 
services to the Chicago Jewish Community.  

 
 

http://tinyurl.com/a-just-harvest
mailto:monique.parsons@gmail.com
mailto:debbie.charen@gmail.com
http://www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/addiction-services
http://www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/illness-loss-grief
http://www.jcfs.org/our-services/jewish-community-programs/illness-loss-grief
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Film Group:David Attenborough: A Life on Our Planet 

Zoom Meeting ID: 851 8223 6717 
 
Please join us via Zoom on Saturday, April 17 at 6:00 p.m. as we screen and discuss David Attenborough: A Life on 
Our Planet. The great natural historian and documentary filmmaker, David Attenborough, reflects back on changes in 
the natural world that he has witnessed in the course of his 94 years. Fred Miller will present the movie within the 
Jewish concept of tikkun olam. The movie streams on Netflix. We’ll meet on Zoom at 6:00 p.m. for Havdallah and an 
introduction, then watch the film on your own, and reconvene for a discussion after the movie is over. Here is a link to 
the trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8hhAfSPBq8 
 
Invite friends, bring your own nosh, have a fun Saturday night! Contact Carol McCardell (847-727-0029) with for more 
information. 

 

Adult Education 
 

Midrash Class:  Zoom Meeting ID: 696 226 468 
 
Join us via Zoom on Tuesdays, April 6 and 20 at 10:00 
a.m. to study midrash. Midrash is the creative, interpretative 
process of the rabbis over generations. Through the study of 
midrash, we will see how much of our understanding of the 
biblical text has been influenced by theirs. 

 

 

Two Weekly Opportunities for Torah Study 
 
All Hakafa members are invited to join Rabbi Elder 
via Zoom for one or both of our two weekly Torah 
study sessions. New participants are always 
welcome. 
 
Tuesday Evening Torah Class:  
Zoom Meeting ID: 662 730 822 
7:30 to 8:45 p.m.  
 
Wednesday Afternoon Torah Class:  
Zoom Meeting ID: 813 358 443 
1:00 to 2:30 p.m.  

 

Siddur Class: Zoom Meeting ID: 242 631 590 
 
Join us via Zoom at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, April 13 as we 
explore the Jewish prayer book. During each session we will 
look at prayers in Hebrew, translate them together, discuss 
their theology, and parse what they might mean for us 
today. 

 Nosh and Know: Zoom Meeting ID: 863 2720 5788 
 
Please join us via Zoom on Thursday, April 8 at 9:00 a.m. 
for a lively conversation with Rabbi Elder! New participants 
are always welcome. 
 

 

Sunday Morning Adult Education in April:Zoom Meeting ID: 871 3067 5137 
 
Please join us via Zoom at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, April 11 and 18 for a two-session program taught by Dr. David 
Shyovitz on the Jewish Perspectives on Climate Change. Awareness of the perils of climate change is a recent, 
unprecedented development--but the Jewish tradition has long grappled with the theological import of the natural world 
and has developed insights and doctrines that may provide guidance to modern day environmentalists. This course will 
survey some key thinkers and traditions and will reflect upon the modern-day implications of pre-modern Jewish texts.   
 
Dr. Shyovitz (Ph.D. University of Pennsylvania, 2011) studies the intellectual and cultural history of the Jews of medieval and early 
modern Europe. His particular interests include German Pietism (Hasidut Ashkenaz), the history of "nature" and "the body," the 
history of law, and Jewish-Christian relations. His current book project examines medieval Jewish understandings of the natural 
world and explores the ways in which Jewish and Christian thinkers distinguished "nature" from "the supernatural." From 2008-2010, 
he was a fellow at the Center for Jewish Law at the Cardozo School of Law in New York. He has also held fellowships from the 
Wexner Foundation, the Institute for Christian and Jewish Studies, and the ATID Foundation in Jerusalem. 
 

All Hakafa adults are invited to participate in our Sunday Morning Adult Education classes led by both congregational 
and community scholars who will delve into a variety of topics of special interest and expertise. Feel free to come for 
one session or for all of them! 

Mishneh Torah  
Zoom Meeting ID: 997 667 842 

 
Our next session of Mishneh Torah (Jewish law) 
class will be held via Zoom on Tuesday, April 27 at 
10:00 a.m. Come join us and Rabbi Elder to learn 
more about what Halacha has to say on almost 
every aspect of life. 
 

 



 

                                            
    Hakafa Youth News 

              April 2021 
 
 
 

 

Note from the Director of Education 
  

Welcome back! We are so excited to begin this 

month with Hebrew School resuming on Tuesday, 

April 6 and with an All-School Family Social Action 

Day on Sunday, April 11.  
 

Our All-School Family Social Action Day - a day of 

service - will be full of opportunities for families to 

volunteer their time/services at a place of their 

choice. In addition, we will be packing meals for 

The Night Ministry as a Religious School 

community on this day. With so many people in 

need in these trying times we will be able to give 

the gift of ourselves and our time to various 

organizations. Please sign up as soon as you can! 
 

Our K-2 class will resume class on April 18 and 

continue their exciting curriculum and Hebrew 

Club! Our 3rd-8th grades will also resume class on 

April 18 with a new three-week unit! Supply 

deliveries will be made the week before. And, our 

High School 9th-11th grades will have their final 

class for this year also on April 18. 
 

I will be recruiting volunteer readers and assigning 

parts for our second Student-Led Shabbat Zoom 

Service that will take place on Friday, April 23 at 

7:30 PM. We are looking forward to spending 

Shabbat together! 
 

Have a wonderful April! 

     L'shalom, BibiBibiBibiBibi 

 

 
Student-Led Friday Evening 

            Shabbat Service  
 

Please join us on Friday, April 23 at 7:30 PM via 

Zoom (Meeting ID: 292 137 266) for our 

congregation’s Shabbat Services at which our 

Religious School and Hebrew School students will 

help lead the service. Our service will be followed 

by a virtual oneg (BYO). We look forward to 

sharing a wonderful evening together. 

 

 

Religious School 

All-School Family  

Social Action Day 
 

All Religious School students (grades K-8) and 

their parents should plan to join us on Sunday, 

April 11 to volunteer their time helping others. 

Families will choose one project that they would 

like to do independently. In addition, we will 

come together, socially-distanced and in-

person, to pack sack suppers for The Night 

Ministry. Detailed information about the different 

volunteer opportunities, along with an online 

sign-up, has been emailed to all Religious School 

families. Families should sign up ASAP! 

    

 

 

 

 

 
 

B’nai Mitzvah Workshop Shabbat Service 
 

As part of the B’nai Mitzvah Workshop series that 

Rabbi Elder is teaching this year, students and 

families whose b’nai mitzvah ceremonies will be 

taking place in the next year are encouraged to 

attend our final Shabbat workshop-service of the 

year at 11:00 AM on Saturday, April 10 via Zoom 

(Meeting ID:  982 2105 7897). The Workshop 

Service is designed to give b’nai mitzvah 

candidates and their families the opportunity to 

have hands-on practice and experience with all 

that is learned in the workshops. It will also help 

the students to become familiar and 

comfortable with the service. The setting will be 

informal and educational. Please contact Rabbi 

Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with 

questions.  

 

 

 



 

Congregation Hakafa Calendar              April 2021 – Nisan / Iyar 5781 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       

      

        
 

1          Passover 5 2           Passover 6 
 

 

 

 

 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service 

3           Passover 7 

 
10:00 am 
Yizkor Service 

4    (8th Day of Passover) 
 

 

 

5    6     
10:00 am 
Midrash Class  
 

4:00-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School Resumes 
 

7:30 pm 
Torah Study 

7 
 
 

1:00 pm 
Torah Study 
 

 

7:00 pm 
Kesher Event 

8      Yom HaShoah 
       (Holocaust Remembrance Day) 
 

9:00 am 
Nosh & Know  
 

9     

 
 

 
 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service 

10 
 
11:00 am 
B’nai Mitzvah Workshop Service 

 

11 
Religious School Resumes –  
All-School Family Social Action Day 
 

10:30-11:30 am 
Adult Education – Dr. David Shyovitz: 
Jewish Perspectives on Climate Change (Pt I) 
 

1:00 pm - Congregation Meeting 
 

3:00 pm 
Confirmation Class Parent/Student Meeting 
and Service Prep Session I 
 

4:30 pm 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class 

12   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm 

Long-Range Planning Committee Meeting 

13 
 

 
10:00 am 
Siddur Class  
 

 
 
 
 
4:00-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School 

 
7:30 pm 
Torah Study 

14    Yom HaZikaron 
                (Israel’s Memorial Day) 

 
 

 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study 

15   Yom HaAtzmaut 
            (Israel’s Independence Day) 

 
 

Newsletter Articles Due 

16 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service 

17 
 

 
9:00 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 

11:00 am 
Tot Shabbat 
 

 
 
4:00 pm 
Young Adult Event 
 
6:00 pm 
Film Group 

18 
10:00-11:45 am 
Religious School Classes 
 

10:30-11:30 am 
Adult Education – Dr. David Shyovitz: 
Jewish Perspectives on Climate Change (Pt II) 
 

2:15 pm 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class 
 

4:00-5:30 pm 

9th-11th Grade Class Session IV 

19 20 
 

10:00 am 
Midrash Class  
 

 

 

 

4:00-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School 

 
7:30 pm 
Torah Study 

21    
 

 

 

1:00 pm 
Torah Study 

22 
 

 

 

23         
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
7:30 pm 
Student-Led Shabbat Service 

24 
 

 

25 
9:00 am 
11th Grade Comparative Religions 
Virtual Field Trip  
 

10:00-11:45 am 
Religious School Classes 
 

2:15 pm 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class 
 

4:00 pm 
High School Senior Workshop 2  
and Dinner with Rabbi Elder 

26 27 
 

10:00 am 
Mishneh Torah Class  
 
 
 
 

4:00-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School 
 
7:30 pm 
Torah Study 

28 
 

 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study 

29 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Lag BaOmer Bonfire 

30    Lag BaOmer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 
1 

2  
 

10:00-11:45 am 
Religious School Classes 
 

10:30-11:30 am 
Adult Education – Muhammad Zoabi: 
Living as an Israeli Arab in Israel 
 

3:00 pm 
Confirmation Class Service Prep Session II 
 

4:15 pm 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class 

3 4 
 

10:00 am 
Midrash Class  
 

 

 

 

4:00-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School 

 
7:30 pm 
Torah Study 

5    

 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study 

 
 
 7:00 pm 
 Kesher Event 

6    

 
 

7 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service 

8 
 
9:00 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 

 

9     Mother’s Day 10 Yom Yerushalayim 
                 (Jerusalem Day) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
10:00 am 
Siddur Class  
 
4:00-6:00 pm 
Hebrew School 
 
7:30 pm 
Torah Study 

12 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study  

13 
 
10:30 am 
Hebrew Circle 
 
12:00 pm 
Lunch & Learn 

 

14 
 

 

Newsletter Articles Due 

 
 

 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service and  
Confirmation Ceremony 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm 
Film Group 

16 
 
10:00-11:45 am 
Religious School All-School  
Shavuot Family Program 
 

1:00 pm 
Congregation Annual Meeting 
 

4:15 pm 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class 
 

Erev Shavuot 

17        Shavuot 
 
10:00 am 
Yizkor Service 

18 
 
10:00 am 
Midrash Class  
 

 

 

 

4:00-6:00 pm 
Last Day of Hebrew School 

 
7:30 pm 
Torah Study 

19 
 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study  

20    
 
 

 

21 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service 

22 
 
9:00 am 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 

 

11:00 am 

Tot Shabbat 

 

23 
 
10:00-11:45 am 
Last Day of Religious School 

 
4:15 pm 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class 

24    25 
 

 
10:00 am 
Mishneh Torah Class  
 
 
7:30 pm 
Torah Study 

26 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Torah Study  

27 28 
 

 
 

 
 

 
7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service 

29 
 

30 31   Memorial Day  

 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Deborah Brown…..……………………………………….…………….President 

Barbara Miller......…………………...…………...………………Vice President 

Ellen Criz.............…………………………………….….....Operations Treasurer 

Allison Stein….……………………………….………………………...Secretary 

Jason Glick…......………………………………..…...…………..Dues Treasurer 

Bonnie Koven & Sally Nador…......……...………….........Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 
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