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Interfaith Marriage 
 

It is time for me to begin performing interfaith marriage ceremonies. 

 I have not done so until now because, as a rabbi, regardless of what the state of Illinois allows, 

and regardless of what I might have wanted to do, Judaism permits me to perform marriage 

ceremonies that are solely between two Jews. 

That position is no longer tenable.  

Marriage, in the eyes of Judaism, is a legal, binding agreement between two parties. Halacha 

(Jewish law) stipulates that a contract, called a ketubbah, must be signed in order for a marriage to be 

valid. A ketubbah cannot be signed if both parties are not Jewish; you cannot bind a non-Jew to a 

system of which s/he is not a part, regardless of how willing s/he is, short of conversion, to embrace 

Jewish practice.  That a Jew getting married might not feel bound to halacha is irrelevant to Judaism. 

The stricture is placed on me, as rabbi, limiting what I can and cannot do.  

 However, the Reform Movement rejects halacha as binding. We embrace a philosophy of 

educated choice that includes, but is not limited to, what halacha demands. If I am going to be true to 

the movement that ordained me, halacha cannot be the only factor in determining what I can and 

cannot do.  

What are some of the other factors I have considered in making this change? 

1) The realities of being an assimilated Jew in America today  

2) The rapidly changing definition, too long in coming, of who can and should be considered 
legally married in both Judaism and America today  

3) The number of interfaith families that have embraced elements of Jewish life, and the 
number that have done so more readily and meaningfully than many non-interfaith families 
have 

4) The number of non-Jewish spouses that have contributed so profoundly to our 
congregational family and to the Jewish community as a whole 

5) And perhaps, most importantly, the depth of the relationship we have formed over our years 
together, and the desire I hope we both have to be able to share important moments 
together. 

Judaism is a dynamic way of life. It demands scrutiny. It requires us to evaluate, and re-

evaluate the decisions we make, to debate and challenge ourselves and each other in order to live 

lives of intention and integrity. I know that many of you have been disappointed, even hurt, by my 

inability to perform interfaith ceremonies in the past. I hope you will see that this change is, in part, an 

outgrowth of the conversations we have had over the years, and my personal evolution as a rabbi that 

naturally must come from our growing together. 

 

Shana tova u’metukah – wishing you all a sweet, happy 5774. 

 

-Rabbi Bruce Elder 
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 Friday Night Services    

 
The congregation is cordially invited to attend services 
at the Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on 
the following evenings: 
 
September 6 Shabbat Shuvah 
7:00 p.m. Parshat Haazinu 

Torah Portion: Deut. 32:1-52 
Haftarah:  Hosea 14:2 

  Family Service 
 
September 13 Kol Nidre 
8:00 p.m. See page 8 
 
September 20 Shabbat Chol Hamoed Sukkot 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion:  Exodus 33:12-34:26
  Haftarah: Ezekiel 38:18-39:7  
 
September 27 Shabbat Bereshit 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Genesis 1:1-6:8 
  Haftarah: Isaiah 42:5-43:10 
 
 

 
 
       

  
 
 

 

 

Prayer and Celebration  
 

Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
Please join us on September 21 at 8:30 a.m. at 
the home of Barbara and Allen Anderson (849 
Oak Drive, Glencoe) for our September Shabbat 
morning minyan.  This hour-long service and study 
is a wonderful opportunity to enhance your 
celebration of Shabbat.  People of all ages are 
encouraged and welcome to join us. Please contact 
Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) 
with any questions. 
 

Come to the Rabbi’s Tisch 
 
A rabbi’s tisch (Yiddish for “table”) is a chance to sit 
around after Shabbat services, relax, sing niggunim 
(wordless melodies), and study the weekly torah 
portion. Join Rabbi Elder for a tisch on Friday, 
September 20 after services and the oneg. We’ll 
learn a little, schmooze a little, sing a little, and 
enjoy one another’s company. 
 

September Family Shabbat Service 
 
Our next Family Shabbat Service will take place on 
Friday, September 6 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln 
Avenue, Winnetka). Our Family Service is shorter 
than our regular services and is held an hour 
earlier than our regular services so that families 
with children are able to attend.  An oneg will 
follow. Please contact Rabbi Elder 
(rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) with any 
questions. 
 

Share Your Holidays 
 
On occasion, there are Hakafa members who 
would like to share holidays with fellow congregants 
and do not have the opportunity to do so.   
 
If you would like to host a fellow congregant for a 
holiday meal, or if you need or want a place to go 
for the holidays, please contact Sylvia Dresser 
(847-945-6095). 
 

Oneg Hosts Needed  
We are looking for hosts for Friday evening 

onegs throughout the fall. 
 
Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a wonderful way 
to help support Hakafa and is also a nice way to 
celebrate a bar/bat mitzvah, birthday, anniversary, 
or other special occasion with the congregation.  
Many people have traditionally honored the 
memory of a loved one on his/her yahrzeit by 
hosting an oneg.   
 
Please contact Betty Burrows (847-509-2287 or 
bettyburrows.phd@gmail.com) to reserve a date. 

 Chesed 
 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to reach out 
to one another.  If you know of anyone in our 
congregation who is in crisis from an illness, death 
in the family, or personal stress, who could benefit 
from support, such as a visit, delivery and/or 
preparation of meals, or a ride to a health care 
appointment, please contact Rabbi Elder 
(rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854).  
 
Contact Jill Pam (mccpam@comcast.net or 847-
242-0864) to volunteer. 

 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:bettyburrows.phd@gmail.com
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:mccpam@comcast.net
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Condolences to… 
 
Jim Acri and family on the loss of his father, 
Bob Acri. 
 
Andrew Delman and family on the loss of 
his father, Byron Delman. 
 

Member News  
 

 New Members 
Please help us in welcoming: 

 
Steph & Steve Degodny and their children, 
Josh, Cole, and Max 
 
David and Karen Dosik 
 
Heather & Mark Harris and their children, 
Elle and Asher 
 
Rachel Schulman and her children, Max and 
Sarah 

 
 

Mazal Tov 
 

The Joseph family on Cameron’s marriage 
to Blake Gernstetter. 
 
Stacee Solotorovsky on her daughter 
Laura’s marriage to Jay Redd. 
 
Leanne Star and Lee Feigon on the 
marriage of their daughter, Brooke to 
Gautam Chinta. 
 
 

Membership Renewal and High Holiday  

Ticket Request Forms 
 
The 2013-14 Membership Packets (including the “Fair 
Share” Pledge Form, Religious School Form, and 
Volunteer Forms) were e-mailed in the middle of July to all 
current and prospective members for the new fiscal year 
(Those who do not have email were mailed hard copies.).  
They can also be found posted on the Hakafa website 
(www.hakafa.org).  Please return your forms to the 
Hakafa P.O. Box ASAP with full or initial payment.   
 
Please note that High Holiday tickets will not be provided 
until dues pledges have been paid in full or a payment plan 
has been arranged with the Dues Treasurer.  High Holiday 
information and ticket order forms were also e-
mailed/mailed in the middle of July and can be found on 
the Hakafa website (www.hakafa.org).  If you know of 
someone interested in learning more about Hakafa, please 
contact the Hakafa office (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-
0687) so that a packet of information can be mailed.   
 
Contact our Dues Treasurer, John Thomason 
(dues@hakafa.org or 847-256-1361), with questions. 

 

New Member Orientation 
 
All members new to Hakafa over the past 
year are invited to an Orientation Meeting 
on Sunday, September 8 at 10:30 a.m. at 
the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, 
Glencoe) during the first day of Religious 
School. You will have the opportunity to 
meet with other members and to learn 
about all that Hakafa has to offer.   
 
Please contact our president, Peter Office 
(president@hakafa.org or 847-256-2941) 
with questions. Hope to see you there! 
 

Taglit-Birthright Israel Winter/Spring 2013/14  

Trip Opportunity for 18-26 Year Olds 
 
Registration for the Winter/Spring 2013/14 Taglit-Birthright 
Israel trips with URJ Kesher opens September 10 at 
www.gokesher.org!   
 
If you are eligible for the Taglit-Birthright Israel program 
(Eligibility criteria are: Jewish, 18-26 years of age, and first 
time in Israel on a peer program), please contact Rona 
Elder (admin@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) because she 
can put Hakafa members on a priority list with URJ 
Kesher.  
 
URJ Kesher is a part of the Reform Movement, and their 
Birthright trips are specially designed for participants who 
come from a Reform Jewish background. Winter/Spring 
trips will be offered in December, January, February, and 
March, and they expect that registration will be closing 
very, very early this season - - most probably within 24-48 
hours of opening. Please contact Rona Elder if you are 
interested. 

 

http://www.hakafa.org/
mailto:admin@hakafa.org
mailto:president@hakafa.org
http://www.gokesher.org/
mailto:admin@hakafa.org
http://www.birthrightisrael.com/
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Film Group 
 
The film group will screen The Searchers on Saturday, September 21 at 7:00 p.m. at our offices at the 
North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). 
 
In The Searchers, two men wander in the desert looking for a kidnapped young woman. Filmed by the great 
director John Ford in Utah’s Monument Valley, it is one of the most breathtakingly beautiful Westerns every 
filmed.  This influential film is also a disturbing look at the sexual underpinnings of the deeply felt racial 
hatred that justifies genocide. 
 
We will meet for a light dinner together at 5:30 p.m. at Once Upon a Bagel (1050 Gage Street in Winnetka, 
near the train station).  Join us there or come directly to the movie.  Everyone is invited!  Feel free to bring 
friends, family, and a nosh. Please contact Mike Solomon (847-835-2040) with questions. 
 

 

 

Lunch and Learn in the Loop   
 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take place at noon on 
Thursday, September 12 at the office of Steve 
Varick (131 S. Dearborn, 30th Floor, Chicago).  Bring 
your own lunch and prepare to participate in lively 
discussions with Rabbi Elder!  New participants are 
always welcome. 

Two Opportunities for Torah Study 
 
If you are interested in learning Torah, we would 
love for you to join us on Wednesdays at the 
home of Sandy Gelber (1527 Washington 
Avenue, Wilmette) from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m.  
PLEASE NOTE:  There will be NO class on 
Wednesday, September 4, and our September 
25 class will meet in the Elder Family’s 
Sukkah (333 Green Bay Road, Highland Park). 
 
Torah study is offered as well on Tuesday 
evenings from 7:30 to 8:45 p.m. at our offices 
at the North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe).   Please Note: 
Our September 24 class will meet in the Elder 
Family’s Sukkah (333 Green Bay Road, 
Highland Park). 
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions.   
 
 

 

Mishneh Torah 
 
Are you interested in studying Jewish law?  Our 
September sessions of Mishneh will be held on 
Tuesdays, September 3 and 17 at 10:00 a.m. at the 
home of Allison Blakley Davis and Kenneth Davis 
(2940 Moon Hill Drive, Northbrook).   
 
Come join us to learn more about what halacha has 
to say on almost every aspect of life.   

Nosh and Know on the North Shore  
 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore will take place 
on Thursday, September 12 at 9:00 a.m. at the 
Home of Camille De Frank (600 Longwood 
Avenue, Glencoe).  Join us for lively 
conversations with Rabbi Elder!  New 
participants are always welcome. Please note 
different location. 

 

Hebrew Circle 
 
If you are a Hebrew speaker (beginners welcome!) 
looking to practice your Hebrew with other Hebrew 
speaking Hakafa members, please join us on 
Tuesday, September 10 at noon at the office of 
Brad Reiff (332 S. Michigan Avenue, 13th floor, 312-
322-0290) for an hour of lunch and conversation – all 
in Hebrew! 
 
 

Adult Education 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Hakafa was founded thirty years ago on the belief that Jewish education was a family endeavor. Parents 
didn’t just drop their children off at religious school; rather, on Sundays, families worshipped together, went 
their separate ways to learn, then came back together for bagels at the end of the morning. 
 
While we still come together for the worship and the bagels, fewer of us stay on Sundays to learn.  Two 
hours away from the children might be a nice break, but what does that say about our relationship to Jewish 
education and lifelong learning? What behaviors are we modeling? How can we engage our children in 
meaningful dialogue if we have removed ourselves from the conversation?  
 
We want parents to want to stay with us on Sunday mornings. We want adults to have options and 
opportunities to grow and learn just as our children are. We want to strengthen Hakafa’s sense of community 
by bonding through shared intellectual and cultural curiosity. 
 
To that end, beginning in October, there will be three, concurrent, adult educational offerings on Sunday 
mornings: 
 

1) We will have our traditional adult class, led by both congregational and community scholars, that 
will delve into a variety of topics of special interest and expertise to them.  

2) Rabbi Elder will hold eight sessions of Back to Beis-ics throughout the year to give adults a taste of 
the rudiments of Judaism, and to give parents an opportunity to (re)acquaint themselves with what 
their children are learning in our religious school. 

3) Each week, we will have a cultural offering that will rotate between:  
A) Jewish Cooking with Linda Harth. Linda has taught Jewish cooking to a plethora of groups 

over many decades and, through her no-nonsense approach, will share tricks and recipes for a 
variety of festivals, holidays, and Jewish occasions. As a completely unbiased son-in-law, Rabbi 
Elder can attest to how good her cooking is. 

B) Israeli Dancing with Penny Brichta. Penny is Chicago’s Israeli dancing maven. She has taught 
dancing at numerous congregations and has been with the Northwestern Israeli Dance group for 
more than twenty years. Penny teaches both traditional and modern Israeli dance and gives both 
an education and a workout. 

C) Yoga is back by popular demand! This year, it will be taught by Shayrn Galindo and Karen Citow, 
Hakafa members who are certified instructors and who own or have owned successful yoga 
studios on the North Shore. 

 
Stick around this year. Learn with your Hakafa community. Model Jewish learning for our children. And, help 
strengthen the bonds that make both our encirclement and our people the dynamic entities that they are. 
 
See next month’s Circle for a complete schedule of our adult, Sunday morning offerings. We have two adult 
sessions in September: 
 
September 15 – “Ask the Rabbi” - Rabbi Elder will lead a discussion on “What Judaism has to say about 
… .” Topics to be covered will include why rabbis do/don’t perform interfaith marriages; what Judaism says 
about the afterlife; what the big hats and the little boxes are that traditional Jews wear on their heads; why 
woman cannot pray aloud at the Western Wall; why we can eat grasshoppers, but not pigs; what the 
difference is between talmud, halacha, torah, bible, and minhag … whatever you might want to know. Come 
with questions! 
 
September 22 - Diversity and Inclusion Awareness Workshop - Want to increase your awareness of 
Diversity & Inclusion issues such as bias and differing cultural norms? Hakafa member Sylvia Dresser will 
lead activities and discussions designed to heighten our sensitivity to the similarities and differences that 
exist in the people around us.   
 

 

New Format for Adult Study 
 



 

 

                                                                                                                                                 

         Hakafa School News  
 
 
 
 

Note from the Director of Education 
 

Welcome back! We are so excited to begin a new school 

year!  Our wonderful and talented faculty are busily preparing 

for their classes and eagerly anticipating meeting your children. 
 

This year we have many new programs planned for students 

and families.  Grades Pre-K-6 will have their own individual 

Family Education Days. We hope to inspire community building 

within each classroom so that both parents and students get to 

know one another. Also new this year, grades 3-6 will be having 

one field trip day per grade.  The 3rd and 4th grades, with their 

parents, will be visiting The Ark. The 5th grade will be visiting a 

Mikvah with their parents.  Our 6th grade class will have their 

annual trip to the Holocaust Museum that will coincide with 

their Shoah Unit.  And, our 7th-9th grade classes will have a few 

opportunities throughout the year to participate in Rikudei Am 

(Israeli Dancing).   
 

We are also encouraging increased Teacher/Parent 

communication where teachers in both Sunday School and 

Hebrew School will be sending weekly emails to update parents 

about what is being covered in their classes.  We are also very 

excited about introducing a school-wide Kiva program for the 

3rd-9th grades which will involve the collection of the weekly 

tzedakah money to be allocated for helping people around 

the world to start new businesses.  More information will be 

provided on a Sunday morning service in October that will 

launch this program. 
 

One important new change this year is that students will be 

asked to "check their cell phones at the door" each week at 

both Sunday and Hebrew school.  This will help students focus 

on what is being taught in the classroom and provide for less 

distraction/temptation for the student and less disruption for our 

teachers.  We ask for parental support with this issue and thank 

you in advance! 
 

As we celebrate Hakafa's 30th anniversary - the year promises 

to be an exciting one!  Our first day of Sunday school 

is September 8th.  We will have a special schedule and an 

opportunity for parents and students to "meet and greet" their 

teachers in addition to meeting other Hakafa families. 
 

In addition, the High Holidays are right around the corner. I am 

still looking for students to be readers and help lead our Family 

service on both Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur.  Please contact 

me immediately if your son/daughter might be interested at: 

education@hakafa.org. 
 

We are anxiously awaiting the beginning of school and sharing 

a year full of Jewish learning and tradition together! 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact me 

by e-mail or at (847) 955-9980.  Shana Tovah U'metukah! 
 

               L’shalom,  Bibi 

          

Special “Meet and Greet”      

Planned for Opening Day! 
 

Parents should plan to attend 

Religious School with your children on the first day 

of class, Sunday, September 8.  Our faculty has 

planned a special morning that will include ...  
 

� a short visit to your child/ren’s class/es to 

meet their teachers, hear about their 

background, and learn about the curriculum 

and plans for the year. 
 

� time to “schmooze” with other Hakafa 

parents at our “Welcome Back Parent 

Coffee.”   
 

� a First Day Kick-Off Treat for everyone! 
 

 

                  

Welcome Back  

Parent Coffee 
 

A Welcome Back Parent Coffee will take place on 

the first day of Religious School, Sunday, 

September 8.  Please stick around after services 

and enjoy coffee, donuts, and schmoozing with 

other Hakafa parents.  It’s a great time to catch 

up with all of your Hakafa friends. 

 

 
 

B’nai Mitzvah Meeting 

 

If your child is planning to become a Bar or Bat 

Mitzvah within the next twelve to eighteen months, 

please come to a special meeting on Sunday, 

September 15 at the Takiff Center from 12:15 to 

1:00 p.m., immediately following Religious School.  

At this meeting, you will have the opportunity to 

learn more about the Hakafa approach to B’nai 

Mitzvah, scheduling the date, creating the service, 

and planning to make the Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

ceremony as meaningful as possible.  Please 

contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 

rabbi@hakafa.org) or Bibi Patt (847-955-9980 or 

education@hakafa.org) with any questions. 
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Lunch in Hakafa’s Sukkah 
 
All are invited to join us immediately after Religious 

School at noon on Sunday, September 22 for lunch in 

Hakafa's Sukkah at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay 

Road, Glencoe).  You bring a picnic lunch - we'll 

provide dessert!   
 

In case of rain, we'll picnic indoors. 
 

Please contact Rona (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-

0687) with any questions. 

 

    

 

Consecration 
 

Part of our Simchat Torah Service at 6:00 p.m. on 

Wednesday, September 25 at the Winnetka 

Community House will include a beautiful service of 

Consecration for children in Kindergarten, as well as 

for first, second, and third graders who are beginning 

their religious school experience.  Consecration is a 

special ceremony in which students are blessed as 

they start their formal Jewish education.  As part of 

the ceremony, the consecrants are presented with a 

small Torah and a certificate in honor of this simcha.  

We will dance with the Torahs and the service will be 

followed by a special oneg hosted by the families of 

our kindergarten students.  If you and your child/ren 

want to participate in this ceremony, please contact 

Bibi Patt (education@hakafa.org or 847-955-9980) or 

Rona Elder (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687).  We 

hope to share this holiday with many people of all 

ages! 

 
 

High Holiday Family Services 

and Junior Congregation 
 

Family Services will be held at 1:30 p.m. on both Rosh 

Hashanah (September 5) and Yom Kippur 

(September 14) at Wilmette Junior High School (620 

Locust Road).   We are looking for student volunteers 

to read during these wonderful Family Services.  If 

you are interested, please contact Bibi Patt 

(education@hakafa.org or 847-955-9980).  
 

JUNIOR CONGREGATION:  All Hakafa children (up 

through 6th grade) are invited to participate in Junior 

Congregation, a program that provides a way for 

our children to be meaningfully engaged in the High 

Holiday experience.  See more details in your High 

Holiday information packet. 

      �                       Volunteers Needed   

As part of the membership renewal packet mailed in 

July, all Religious School families received a Religious 

School Volunteer Form.  We would like to thank the 

many people who have already sent it in.  For those 

who have not yet done so, we ask that you please 

take some time to consider signing up for at least 

one school-related volunteer opportunity.  It is 

because of the efforts of everyone in our 

encirclement that we are able to create and sustain 

the activities and spirit that is Hakafa.  
         

Dates to Note. . . 
 

September 8 – Religious School Begins 

September 10 – Hebrew School Begins 

September 14 – Yom Kippur 

September 15 - Religious School  

                          – B’nai Mitzvah Information Meeting,  

   12:15 p.m.  (TC) 

September 17 – Hebrew School & Meet-and-Greet  

September 18 – Erev Sukkot 

September 22 – Religious School 

                          - Lunch in the Sukkah, 12:00 p.m. 

September 24 – Hebrew School 

September 25 – Erev Simchat Torah 

                          - Consecration and Simchat Torah  

                             Celebration, 6:00 p.m. (WCH) 
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Social Action 
 

A Just Harvest: Feeding People who 

are Hungry and Working to Reduce 

Hunger 
 

Hakafa is committed to providing and 
serving food at A Just Harvest on the 
second Sunday of every month.  The kitchen 
is located on the far north side of Chicago, 
and each month four families from Hakafa 
share this meaningful experience.  The 
volunteer roster still has many openings.  
Even if you won’t be available to serve at the 
kitchen, you can participate by purchasing 
food or simply by contributing financially, a 
critical need.   
 
If you would like to help, please contact 
Judy Rose-Epstein (missyepstein@att.net 
or 847-501-2856). 
 
 

 

A Just Harvest’s  
30th Anniversary 

 

 
10th Annual Awards Benefit &  

30th Anniversary Gala 
Seeing Beyond 

The Adler Planetarium 
Sunday, October 27 from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

 
Grateful for your partnership and in 
community, we will be celebrating past 
accomplishments and “seeing beyond” the 
hunger and poverty in our midst to a world 
where “all have plenty and no one is left in 
need.” 
 
The spectacular Adler Planetarium will help 
us to see beyond the limit of our own vision 
of the night sky. 

 
Learn more at: 

 www.ajustharvest.org/seeing-beyond 
 

Justice Group for Women:  

Fall Kickoff 
 

All Hakafa members are invited to join us at the home of 
Heather Ross (1320 Edgewood Lane, Northbrook) on the 
evening of Sunday, September 29 from 7:00 to 
9:00 p.m. for wine and cheese as we view segments of 
the "Half the Sky" documentary followed by discussion 
 (Recommended reading: Half the Sky: Turning 
Oppression into Opportunity by Nicholas Kristoff and 
Sheryl Wu Dunn).  
 
Please R.S.V.P. by September 23 to Heather 
Ross (hross@rossandzuckerman.com) or Beth Gordon 
(bbgordon1@gmail.com).  
 

REMINDER:  
This group is open to MEN and WOMEN!!! 

 

Glencoe Interfaith Builders 
 

This summer we welcomed our 7th GIB family, the 
Castrejon’s, to their new home in Waukegan. The family 
passed a qualification process, contributed 500 hours to 
Habitat, and took classes on financial management.  

 
Glencoe Interfaith Builders is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to funding Habitat for Humanity homes in Lake 
County. The membership is made up of nine synagogues 
and churches, including Hakafa, from the North Shore. 
We are currently in the home stretch in our effort to raise 
funds for our eighth house. We need $30K to reach the 
$100K cost.  
 
Please send your tax deductable donation to Habitat for 
Humanity Lake County, 315 N MLK Jr. Ave, Waukegan, 
IL  60085 * Attn: GIB Sponsor Account. 
 
Please contact John Wolfson (847-344-9323 or 
johnwolfson@comcast.net) with questions. 

 

mailto:missyepstein@att.net
http://www.ajustharvest.org/
mailto:johnwolfson@comcast.net
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Join Hakafa’s Kiva Lending Team 
 

Congregation Member Services and Skills Resource Guide:  
The congregation has assembled a resource guide of members’ services and skills in order to 
support one another. Please contact Betsy Hersher (847-272-4050 or HersherB@hersher.com) for 
more information. 
 
Career Counseling: 
As a career counselor, Betsy is offering her services at no cost to Hakafa members who are 
currently unemployed.   
 
Partnerships with Community Employment Support Systems: 
 
Hakafa is in partnership with the following community agencies: 
 

1. Jewish Employment Network (JEN – contact Laurie Rosen at 847-568-5154 or 
www.jvschicago.org)  
 

2. Career Resource Center (CRC – contact Jan Cline Leahy at 847-295-5626 or 
www.careerresourcecenter.org) 
 

3. parnossahworkschicago.org- allows individuals to search for jobs online and provides 
employers with qualified candidates for their job openings. 

 
 

Kiva is a non-profit organization that helps to alleviate poverty through a worldwide network of 
microfinance institutions. For as little as $25, a lender can support individuals around the world who 
are working to make better lives for themselves. Hakafa started a Kiva account with gifts from the 
confirmation classes of 2007 and 2008. Since then, Rabbi Elder has been selecting loan recipients 
and, over the past 6 years, over $25,000 has been loaned and reloaned to microfinance 253 
different businesses around the globe!  Hakafa’s Kiva account is now open to everyone. We have 
created a lending team where members can lend as individuals, but count each loan towards the 
overall impact of a team. 
  
By visiting team “Congregation Hakafa,” team members can make loans and see the impact of 
loans being made by the team as a whole.  
 
TO JOIN THE TEAM: 

1. Go to www.kiva.org, select “Communities,” and then search for “Congregation Hakafa.”  
2. Click on “Join Team,” and log into an existing Kiva account or create a new one.  
3. Follow prompts to make a loan.  
4. At checkout, make sure Team “Congregation Hakafa” is indicated before completing the 

transaction. 
 
If you have questions, please contact Beth Gordon (bbgordon1@gmail.com or 847-728-0230). 

 
 

 

 

Reaching Out 
 

mailto:HersherB@hersher.com
http://www.jvschicago.org/
http://www.careerresourcecenter.org/
http://www.kiva.org, select
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Yom Kippur 
 

Friday, September 13 - 8:00 p.m.  
Evening Service  
 

Saturday, September 14 
10:00 a.m.   Morning Service 
 

12:15-1:15 p.m.  Study Session I 
    

12:25 p.m.   Service at CJE’s Robineau House 
 

1:30 p.m.   Family Service 
 

2:35-3:35 p.m.  Study Session II            
 

3:45 p.m.    Afternoon Service 
      

5:15 p.m.    Yizkor (Memorial Service)   
 

5:35 p.m.   N’eelah (Concluding Service)  
 

6:15 p.m.   Supplemental Service for those who 
                   want to continue until Havdallah 
 

7:00 p.m.   Havdallah and Light Break Fast 

 

High Holidays 5774 
 

Rosh Hashanah 
 

Wednesday, September 4 – 8:00 p.m.  
Evening Service 

 
 

Thursday, September 5 
10:00 a.m.    Morning Service 

 

12:25 p.m.   Service at CJE SeniorLife’s  
   Robineau House 

 

1:30 p.m.     Family Service 
      

2:30-4:00 p.m.  Rosh Hashanah Reception  
 

4:30 p.m.   Tashlich  (Skokie Lagoons) 
 
 

Friday, September 6  – 10:00 a.m.  
Second Day Rosh Hashanah Service 
(Home of Annette Turow) 

 

 

 

High Holiday Choir 

 
Our talented High Holiday Choir will continue its rehearsals on 
September 3 and 10 from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the North Shore 
United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe).  If you 
have any questions, do not hesitate to contact our High Holiday Choir 
Committee Chair, Peggy Wise (847-446-2079 or 
pwise@fastmail.fm). 

 

High Holidays General Information 
  

 High Holiday Services are held at Wilmette Junior High School (620 Locust Road), located east of the Edens 
and west of Hunter Road between Lake and Wilmette Avenues in Wilmette.   

 There is no minimum age for attending the regular services, but we ask that children be mature enough to sit 
through the entire service without having to leave the auditorium.   

 For adults who want to attend the morning services without their children, Junior Congregation and Child-Sitting 
are available.  Pre-registration is required for both on the ticket request form. 

 Family Services will be held at 1:30 p.m. on both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  While open to everyone, these 
services are especially suitable for younger children.  Tickets are not required for Family Services. 

 We suggest that everyone be seated a half-hour before services begin so that we all can be in the proper mood for 
these very important occasions.  

 

Yom Kippur Supplemental Concluding Service, Havdallah, 

and Light Break Fast 
 
 

The High Holidays are early this year.  Given that, sundown at the 
end of Yom Kippur is later than usual.  We will be ending our N’eelah 
(Concluding) service at our regular time.  But, for those who would 
like to wait until sundown for Havdallah and Break Fast, we will be 
adding a supplemental, reflective service at 6:15 p.m. to fill that 
period. After Havdallah, we will end with a little nosh to break the fast 
as a community. 

 

Food Donations for  

NT Food Pantry 
 
Continuing our congregation’s tradition, we 
will be distributing grocery bags at Rosh 
Hashanah services (September 4 and 5).  
Please fill them with non-perishable food 
items and practical paper goods and return 
them to the lobby outside the auditorium of 
Wilmette Junior High School on Erev Yom 
Kippur (September 13) or Yom Kippur Day 
(September 14) up to 1:30 p.m.  
 
Please contact Allyson Haut (847-256-
2941 or aehaut@earthlink.net) or Ellen 
Sachs Alter (847-441-5632 or 
ellenalter@gmail.com) to volunteer with 
delivery to the New Trier Food Pantry on 
September 14. 

 

mailto:pwise@fastmail.fm
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Second Day Rosh Hashanah Services 
 
Hakafa will be holding second day Rosh Hashanah 
services at the home of Annette Turow (727 Roslyn 
Place, Evanston) on Friday, September 6 at 10:00 a.m. 
This service will be less formal and more intimate than our 
regular High Holiday services and will be followed by a 
simple Kiddush.  Please contact Rabbi Elder 
(rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) with questions. We 
hope to see you there. 

 

Junior Congregation & Child-Sitting 
 

 
Junior Congregation: All Hakafa children are invited 
to participate in our High Holiday Junior Congregation. 
The program will be designed & implemented by Rabbi 
Alison Abrams who will be with us this high holiday 
season. The program will run concurrently with 
morning adult services on both Rosh Hashanah & 
Yom Kippur & will be geared for children up through 
6th grade. 
 

Child-Sitting: Child-sitting is available for our 
youngest congregation members. 
 

Please note that these programs will not take the 
place of the afternoon Family Service. 

 

So that we can adequately prepare our program and 
materials, please sign-up your children on the 
ticket request form if you would like them to 
participate in Junior Congregation OR Child-
Sitting.  
 

We also need high school students who would like to 
help facilitate the Junior Congregation program or who 
would like to child-sit.  
 

Please contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-
266-8854) with any questions or to let him know if your 
high school would like to volunteer. 

 
Memorial List 

 

On Yom Kippur afternoon, the traditional Memorial 
Service (Yizkor) will be held.  To be certain that 
appropriate members of your family are included on the 
memorial list, please send us their names on the ticket 
request form.  Be sure to list all names even though you 
may have done so in past years.  If any member of your 
family has died since last Yom Kippur, please enter the 
name(s) in the special section near the top of the form.  
Rabbi Elder will read these names during Yizkor (the 
Memorial Service) on Saturday, September 14 at 5:15 
p.m. 

 

 

Services at CJE’s Robineau House 
 
Hakafa will again provide High Holiday services for the 
residents of the Robineau House, a Council for 
Jewish Elderly (CJE) SeniorLife Residence (7550 N. 
Kostner Ave., Skokie).  The Robineau service will start 
at 12:25 p.m. on both Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur and will last for approximately 40 minutes. 
Hakafa’s Family Services begin at 1:30 p.m. in order to 
accommodate those wishing to participate in both the 
Robineau & Family services.  Contact Laura Kaiser-
Innes (laurakaiser@sbcglobal.net or 847-733-9256) 
with questions. 

 

Student Readers Needed for Family Services   
 

 
We are looking for student volunteers to read during 
Family Services on both Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur.  If you are interested, please contact Bibi Patt 
(847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org). 

 

Tashlich 
Tashlich (TAHSH-leekh) is a popular custom during Rosh Hashanah.  Created more than six hundred years ago, it is 
the act of going to a place with natural flowing water, such as a creek or river, on the afternoon of the first day of Rosh 
Hashanah to symbolically cast off our sins by tossing bread crumbs into the water.  Tashlich is a wonderful way to 
teach our children about t’shuvah (repentance) and forgiveness, but is most definitely appropriate for people of all ages!   
 

Please B.Y.O.B. (bring your own bread) and join with other Hakafa families for a short and enjoyable service, lasting no 
more than fifteen minutes on Thursday, September 5  at 4:30 p.m. (following the Rosh Hashanah Reception).  We will 
meet at the William “Bill” Erickson Forest Preserve at the Skokie Lagoons. Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 
or rabbi@hakafa.org) with any questions.   
 
Directions: Proceed west on Willow Road to the park entrance on the north side of the street that is immediately before the 
Edens Expressway. In case of rain, we will do Tashlich immediately following Second Day Rosh Hashanah Services. 

 

Rosh Hashanah Reception 
 

Please join your Hakafa friends and family on Thursday, 
September 5, 2:30-4:00 p.m., at Wilmette Junior High 
School for our annual Rosh Hashanah Reception, hosted 
by Rabbi Bruce and Rona Elder & Peter Office and 
Allyson Haut.  All Hakafa members and their guests are 
invited. 

 

High Holidays 5774 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:laurakaiser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:education@hakafa.org
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High Holidays 5774 
 

Yizkor Service 
 
Jewish tradition tells us that four times during the year, in 
addition to the anniversary of the death of a loved one, we 
are to recall the memories of those who have died. These 
four times, known as yizkor (remembrance), coincide with 
major holidays on the Jewish calendar. The last day of 
Sukkot, known as Shemini Atzeret, is one on which yizkor 
is traditionally recited. Please join us as we host 
Congregation Solel, Congregation Sukkat Shalom, and 
Lakeside Congregation on the morning of Thursday, 
September 26 at 10:30 a.m. at the Takiff Center (999 
Green Bay Road, Glencoe).  This hour-long service will be 
followed by a short kiddush. Please contact Rabbi Elder 
(847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 

 

Tuesday Evening Torah Study in the 

Elder Family’s Sukkah 
 
Our September 24 Torah Study gathering will take 
place from 7:30 to 8:45 p.m. in the Elder Family’s 
Sukkah (333 Green Bay Road, Highland Park). 
Come enjoy studying Torah with other Hakafa 
members!  Please contact Rabbi Elder 
(rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) with questions. 
 

High School Student Volunteers Needed 
 

If you are in high school and would like to help 
facilitate our Junior Congregation program OR would 
like to child-sit during High Holiday morning services, 
please contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 
847-266-8854) and let him know your availability for 
each holiday. 

 

 

Simchat Torah and Consecration 
 
Please join us to celebrate Simchat Torah at 6:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, September 25 at the 
Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, 
Winnetka). On the holiday of Simchat Torah, the 
annual reading of the Torah is completed and the 
cycle is immediately renewed.  Our dancing 
celebration is appropriate for people of all ages, will 
include a Consecration Ceremony for our students 
who are beginning their religious education, and will 
be followed by a special oneg. Come and enjoy the 
fun!  Please contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org 
or 847-266-8854) with questions. 

 

Prayer Book Orders 
 

Since the Congregation does not own a supply of High 
Holiday prayer books, it is necessary for each congregation 
member to bring his or her own prayer book.  Gates of 
Repentance:  The New Union Prayer Book for the Days 
of Awe is available to order on the ticket request form.  The 
books you order will be available at the desk inside of the 
entrance to Wilmette Junior High School before services. 
 

Sukkot and Simchat Torah 5774 

Lunch in Hakafa’s Sukkah  
 
All are invited to join us immediately after Religious School 
at noon on Sunday, September 22 for lunch in Hakafa's 
Sukkah at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, 
Glencoe).  You bring a picnic lunch - we'll provide dessert!   
 
In case of rain, we'll picnic indoors. 
 
Please contact Rona (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687) 
with any questions. 
 

New Member Havdallah in the  

Elder Family’s Sukkah  
 
All members new to Hakafa within the last year are 
invited to join Rabbi Bruce and Rona Elder for a Wine 
& Cheese Havdallah in their Sukkah (333 Green Bay 
Road, Highland Park) on Saturday, September 21 at 
7:30 p.m.  
 
We regret that, due to space limitations, this event is 
for adults only. New members should have received a 
separate invitation. Please R.S.V.P. to Rona 
(admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687). 
 

Wednesday Afternoon Torah Study 

in the Elder Family’s Sukkah 
 
Our September 25 Torah Study gathering will take place 
from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. in the Elder Family’s Sukkah (333 
Green Bay Road, Highland Park). Come enjoy studying 
Torah with other Hakafa members! Please contact Rabbi 
Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) with questions. 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:admin@hakafa.org
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 

2       Labor Day 
 

3 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
7:30 p.m.  
High Holiday Choir Rehearsal 
(NSUMC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

4      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erev Rosh Hashanah 

5    

 
 

Rosh Hashanah 

6  

(Second Day of 
Rosh Hashanah) 

 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Family Shabbat Service (WCH) 

7  Shabbat Shuvah 
 
 

8 
 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
First Day of Religious School (TC) 
 
10:15 am 
Welcome Back Parent Coffee (TC) 
 
10:30 am 
New Member Orientation (TC) 

 

9 
 

10  
12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle 
 

4:15 p.m. 
First Day of Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m. 
High Holiday Choir Rehearsal  
(NSUMC) 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

11  
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

 

12 
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Camille DeFrank) 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 
(Office of Steve Varick) 

13     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erev Yom Kippur 

14  
 

 
Yom Kippur 

15   Newsletter Articles Due 
 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:30 am-12:00 pm 
Adult Study (TC) 
 
12:15 pm 
B’nai Mitzvah Info Meeting (TC) 

 

16    
 

17          
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School 
     5:15 p.m. Hebrew School  
                     Meet & Greet 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

18  
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
 
 
 

Erev Sukkot 

19         Sukkot 1 
 

 

20       Sukkot 2 
 

 
 

 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 
 
9:00 p.m. 
Rabbi’s Tisch (WCH) 

21        Sukkot 3 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 
 
7:30 p.m. 
New Member Havdallah in the 
Elder Family’s Sukkah 

22      Sukkot 4 
 
 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:30 am-12:00 pm 
Adult Study (TC) 
 
12:00 pm 
Lunch in the Sukkah (TC) 

23      Sukkot 5 
 
 
 
 
 

24         Sukkot 6 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (Elder Family’s Sukkah)  

25       Sukkot 7 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
(Elder Family’s Sukkah) 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Consecration & Simchat Torah 
Celebration (WCH) 

26 
Sh’mini Atzeret 
Simchat Torah 

 
10:30 a.m. 
Yizkor Service (TC) 

27  
 
 
 

First 10th Grade Retreat 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

28   First 10th Grade Retreat 

 

29   First 10th Grade Retreat 

 
7:00 p.m. 
Justice for Women Group 
Fall Kick-Off Event 

30  
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar              October 2013 – Tishrei/Cheshvan 5774 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
  

1 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

2 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

3 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Family Shabbat Service (WCH) 

5  
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara and Allen Anderson) 
 
 

 

6  
 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:30 am-12:00 pm 
Adult Study (TC) 

7  
 

8 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

9   
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

10 11  
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service 
Guest Speaker: Dr. Robyne Diller 
(WCH) 

12  

13 
 

14   Columbus Day 
 
 
 

15   Newsletter Articles Due 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

16 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

17    
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 

18  
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (Takiff Center) 
NOTE DIFFERENT LOCATION !  

19  
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara and Allen Anderson) 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

 

20     
 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:30 am-12:00 pm 
Adult Study (TC) 
 
12:30 p.m. 
B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC) 

21 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

23  
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
 
 

 

24 
 

 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

26 
 
 

27 
 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:30 am-12:00 pm 
Congregation Meeting (TC) 

 

28 
 

29 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

30 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

 

31 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Peter Office ………………………………...…………...………………President 

Jeff Rosenberg…..……………………………………..….………Vice President 

Rachel Lee………...………………………………………..Operations Treasurer 

John Thomason…....………………………………..……………Dues Treasurer 

Scott Lowtwait.....……………………………………...……………….Secretary 

Leanne Star and Mark Kaufmann...……...………….......Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 
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