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Eichmann After Jerusalem 

 
Several years ago, a significant new study of Adolph Eichmann, the notorious architect of the Holocaust, 

was published in Germany.  Now, Bettina Stangneth’s important work has been translated into English 

under the title, Eichmann Before Jerusalem: The Unexamined Life of a Mass Murderer.  The new book has 

been hailed as an antidote to Hannah Arendt’s thesis that Eichmann was simply a bureaucrat, an example 

of what Arendt famously called “the banality of evil.”  Watching the 1961 trial in Jerusalem, Arendt claimed 

that Eichmann was a mere functionary who dutifully performed the murderous tasks that were assigned to 

him by others. 

 Not so, says Stangneth.  Eichmann was a dedicated Nazi.  Newly revealed papers and recordings 

reveal that both before and after the fall of the Third Reich, his hatred of the Jews was deep-rooted and 

viral.  Eichmann was no mere bureaucrat, and Arendt was fooled into believing that he was.   

 As important as this new material is, there is something troublesome about the way it has been 

welcomed by Holocaust scholars.  True, it does justify the fact that Eichmann was found guilty and 

executed after a lengthy and gut-wrenching trial.  And, it does expose the malicious mind-set that can lead 

to mass extermination.  But, it does not undermine Arendt’s thesis.  Nor should it! 

 The banality of evil is one of the most frightening aspects of modern life. Prejudices can be 

manipulated.  Ethnic massacres still occur.  Worse, all over the world the seeds of ethnic and social 

violence are strewn on fertile ground awaiting their fateful harvest.  Evil people may devise scenarios of 

hatred, but should we not expect thinking men and women to see through them?  Yet, this is exactly what 

fails to happen.   Evil becomes seductive.  Hatred becomes contagious.   

 The frightening thing about Nazi Germany is not that evil people ascended to political power, but 

that so many “decent” people followed them, emulated them, and allowed them to dominate their thoughts 

and actions.  The frightening thing about Nazi Germany is not Hitler and Himmler, but the millions of 

doctors and nurses and engineers and social workers and professors who willingly raised their hands and 

screamed, “Heil!”  And, the frightening thing about Nazi Germany is how a society where men and women 

one day could go to school together and play bridge together and drink beer together, a few weeks later 

could become the murderers of one another. 

 Well, murder is a strong word, and it takes a strong stomach to even contemplate it.  But, we live in 

a society that is becoming more and more divided.  The marks of our division become increasingly 

worrisome—social, religious, racial, economic.  “Safety” is our major concern.  Whether it is the “safety” we 

relate to the battlefields of Iraq and Syria, or the safety features we tolerate as we enter an airplane or 

choose to live in a secure suburb, the sense of the other becomes quite palpable.  And, our society is 

visibly afraid—afraid of the poor, of the immigrant, and of anyone whose skin color does not match our own.  

More and more, we tend to live with people who are like us.  More and more, we choose similarity over 

difference.  We are comfortable in our likeness.   

 Our society is fractured now.  We may yet act to heal the wound.  Failure to do so is to invite the 

most tragic aspects of our history to encore.  What great ‘Unifier” may yet emerge to once again unleash 

the demon called evil.  Could that not be a time of ultimate banality? 

-Rabbi Robert J. Marx 

    
  

D’varim 
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Food Donations for the NT Food Pantry 

 
Please fill the grocery bags distributed at Rosh Hashanah 
with non-perishable food items and practical paper goods 
and return them to the lobby outside the auditorium of 
Wilmette Junior High School on Erev Yom Kippur (October 
3) or Yom Kippur Day (October 4) up to 1:30 p.m.  
 
Please contact Lisa Rosenberg (lisar1607@yahoo.com or 
847-853-0121) to volunteer with delivery to the New Trier 
Food Pantry on October 4. 

 

Yom Kippur 
 

Friday, October 3 - 8:00 p.m. 
Evening Service 

 
Saturday, October 4 

10:00 a.m.  Morning Service 
 

12:15-1:15 p.m.  Study Session I 
 

12:25 p.m.  Service at CJE’s Robineau House 
 

1:30 p.m.  Family Service 
 

2:35-3:35 p.m.  Study Session II 
 

3:45 p.m.  Afternoon Service 
 

5:15 p.m.  Yizkor (Memorial Service) 
 

5:35 p.m.  N’eelah (Concluding Service) 
 

6:10 p.m.  Havdallah and Light Break Fast 
 

 

Yom Kippur Havdallah and Light Break Fast 
 

On Yom Kippur, our N’eelah (Concluding) service will end at 
6:10 p.m.  At that time, we will have a short Havdallah 
ceremony and a little nosh to break the fast as a community.   
 
If you would like to help with the light break fast, please 
contact Amy Acri (jacri3@comcast.net or 847-501-4813). 

 

Yom Kippur 5775 
 

Services at CJE SeniorLife’s Robineau House 
 

Hakafa will again provide High Holiday services for the residents of the Robineau House, a Council for Jewish Elderly 
(CJE) SeniorLife Residence (7550 N. Kostner Avenue, Skokie).  The Robineau service will start at 12:25 p.m. on Yom 
Kippur and will last for approximately 40 minutes.  
 
Hakafa’s Family Services begin at 1:30 p.m. in order to accommodate those wishing to participate in both the Robineau 
and Family services.  Contact Laura Kaiser-Innes (laurakaiser@sbcglobal.net or 847-733-9256) with questions. 

 

Sukkot 5775 
 

Torah Study in the Elder Family’s Sukkah 
 

Come enjoy studying Torah with other Hakafa members in 

the Elder Family’s Sukkah! 
 
Torah Study on Tuesday, October 14 (7:30-8:45 p.m.) and 
Wednesday, October 15 (1:00-2:30 p.m.) will take place in the 
Elder Family’s Sukkah (333 Green Bay Road, Highland Park).  
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) 

with questions. 
 

 

New Member Havdallah in the  

Elder’s Family Sukkah 
 

All members new to Hakafa within the last 
year are invited to join Rabbi Bruce and Rona 
Elder for a Dessert Havdallah in their Sukkah 
(333 Green Bay Road, Highland Park) on 
Saturday, October 11 at 7:30 p.m.  
 
We regret that, due to space limitations, this 
event is for adults only. New members should 
have received a separate invitation.  
 
Please R.S.V.P. to Rona (admin@hakafa.org 
or 847-242-0687).  

 

 

mailto:lisar1607@yahoo.com
mailto:jacri3@comcast.net
mailto:laurakaiser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Visit Hakafa’s Mobile Sukkah!  

 
There will be no religious school this year during Sukkot; therefore, we will not be building a sukkah at the 

Takiff Center. Instead…  We are bringing a sukkah to you! 
 
Join fellow Hakafa members from your neighborhood on Sunday, October 12, as we travel throughout the North Shore 
in our mobile sukkah. Come and shake the lulav, sing a bit, schmooze a lot, and enjoy some beverage and nosh. Come 
alone, or bring your family and friends. Come to one stop, or come to many. Moadim l’simcha - make this Sukkot a 
festival of happiness and joy! We will be in the driveways of the following members at the following times: 
 

9:00 a.m.   Steve Philoon and Sara Kurensky (1636 Elmwood Avenue, Wilmette) 

10:00 a.m.  Brad Reiff and Caryn Summer (2425 Kenilworth Avenue, Wilmette) 

11:00 a.m. Jay and Marietta Hesdorffer  (820 Humboldt Avenue, Winnetka) 

12:00 p.m.   Ed and Amy Kraus (534 Oakdale Avenue, Glencoe) 

1:00 p.m. Ken Davis and Allison Blakley Davis (2940 Moon Hill Drive, Northbrook) 

2:00 p.m. Mitch and Marcy Cohen  (1215 Hazel Avenue, Deerfield) 

3:00 p.m. Todd and Alexandra Solomon (451 Hillside Drive, Highland Park) 

4:00 p.m. Fred and Barbara Miller (925 Forestway Drive, Glencoe) 

5:00 p.m. Peter Office and Allyson Haut (523 Maple Avenue, Wilmette) 

 

Sukkot 5775 (continued) 
 

Simchat Torah and Consecration   
 
Please join us to celebrate Simchat Torah at 6:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, October 15 at the Winnetka Community 
House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka).  
 
On the holiday of Simchat Torah, the annual reading of 
the Torah is completed and the cycle is immediately 
renewed. Our dancing celebration is appropriate for 
people of all ages, will include a Consecration Ceremony 
for our students who are beginning their religious 
education, and will be followed by a special oneg. Come 
and enjoy the fun!  
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-
266-8854) with questions. 
 

 

Yizkor Service 
 
Jewish tradition tells us that four times during the year, 
in addition to the anniversary of the death of a loved 
one, we are to recall the memories of those who have 
died. These four times, known as yizkor 
(remembrance), coincide with major holidays on the 
Jewish calendar. The last day of Sukkot, known as 
Shemini Atzeret, is one on which yizkor is traditionally 
recited.  
 
Please join us as we host Congregation Solel, 
Congregation Sukkat Shalom, and Lakeside 
Congregation on the morning of Thursday, October 
16 at 10:30 a.m. at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay 
Road, Glencoe).  
 
This hour-long service will be followed by a short 
kiddush.  

 

Simchat Torah 5775 
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Friday Night Services     
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at the Winnetka 
Community House (unless noted) on the following evenings: 
 

October 3 Kol Nidre 
8:00 p.m.  See Yom Kippur Schedule on page 2. 
  
October 10 Chol HaMoed Sukkot 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus  33:12-34:26  
  Haftarah: Ezekiel 38:18-39:7 

Personal Reflection offered by congregant Fred Miller 
  
October 17 Shabbat B’reishit 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Genesis 1:1-6:8 

Haftarah: Isaiah 42:5-43:10  
  
October 24 Shabbat Noach 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Genesis 6:9-11:32 

Haftarah: Isaiah 66:1-13 
   

October 31 Shabbat Lech L’cha 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion: Genesis 12:1-17:27 

Haftarah: Isaiah 40:27-41:16 
  
  
  

 
 

   

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Shabbat Morning Minyan 

 
Please join us on Saturday, October 11 at the 
home of Barbara and Allen Anderson (849 
Oak Drive, Glencoe) at 8:30 a.m. for our 
October Shabbat morning minyan.  
 
 This hour-long service and study is a 
wonderful opportunity to enhance your 
celebration of Shabbat.  People of all ages are 
encouraged and welcome to join us.   

 

Early Start Time for Friday Services 
 
At our last congregational meeting, members voted to move Friday night services 
to 7:30 pm for a six-week trial period to see if an earlier, uniform start time will better 
facilitate people’s ability to attend. Please make a note of this change. 
 

Oneg Hosts Needed  

 
We are looking for hosts for Friday evening onegs  

especially December 26  
and during the fall and winter months. 

 
Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a wonderful way to help support 
Hakafa and is also a nice way to celebrate a bar/bat mitzvah, 
birthday, anniversary, or other special occasion with the 
congregation.  Many people have traditionally honored the 
memory of a loved one on his/her yahrzeit by hosting an oneg.  
 
If you would like to host an oneg, please contact Betty Burrows 
(847-509-2287 or bettyburrows.phd@gmail.com) to reserve a 
date. 

 

 

 

Share Your Holidays 
 
On occasion, there are Hakafa members who 
would like to share holidays with fellow 
congregants and do not have the opportunity 
to do so.   
 
If you would like to host a fellow congregant 
for a holiday meal, or if you need or want a 
place to go for the holidays, please contact 
Sylvia Dresser (847-945-6095). 

 

Chesed 

 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to 

reach out to one another. 
 
If you know of anyone in our congregation who 
is in crisis from an illness, death in the family, 
or personal stress, who could benefit from 
support, such as a visit, delivery and/or 
preparation of meals, or a ride to a health care 
appointment, please contact Rabbi Elder 
(rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854).  
 
You can also contact Jill Pam 
(mccpam@comcast.net or 847-242-0864) to 
volunteer. 

 

Prayer and Celebration  
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:mccpam@comcast.net
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Mazal Tov to… 

 
If you are having a simcha – a birth, wedding, or the like – 
please let us know at (conghakafa@hakafa.org) so that we can 
share your joy with our congregational community. 

 
 

 

Condolences to… 

 
Ellen Freedman and family on the loss of her father-in-law, Philip 
Freedman 
 
Joli Fridman and family on the loss of her grandfather, Marvin 
Orlovick 
 
Barbara Hesky and family on the loss of her mother, Shirley Feig 
 
Nancy and Josh Kahn and family on the loss of Nancy’s father, 
Mel Chalfen, and Josh’s cousin, Norton Haberman 
 
Stacey Robinson and family on the loss of her uncle, Phil Gross 
 
Peter Silberman and family on the loss of his father, Thomas. 
 
David Snyder and family on the loss of his step-father, Robert 
Lyons 
 

Mazal Tov to the Following B’nai Mitzvah 

 
October 11 – Nina Bramson 

 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Member News  
 

Please help us in welcoming new and 

returning members… 
 

Jennie and Michael Abt, and their children, 

Jessie, Emily, and Colby 

 

Karen and Jordan Furlett and their children, 

Zachary, Kaylee, and Mackenzie 

 

Ron Katz 

 

Michael Levin and Dawn Lieberman Levin 

 

Kim and Scott Nathanson and their daughters, 

Sarah and Sophie 

 

Kate and Neal Shapiro 

 

Teri Talan 

 

Julie and Chris Tag and their daughters, Maddie 

and Ella 

 

Danielle and Stephen Wylie and their children, 

Brianna, Logan, and Madison 

 

Suzanne Zeller and her daughters, Cally and 

Katie 

    

 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

There are Two Ways to find Hakafa on Facebook 
 
1. Like our page:  
Go to https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark and click "Like”. The Facebook page 
allows us to communicate with you. We use it to update you on information about the congregation, to give you 
announcements on events that are new and immediate to the calendar, and to show off a bit with pictures of some of 
the places we have been, the events we have had, and the people that we are. 
 
2) Join our group:  
Go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/6079726964/ and ask to join. Hakafa’s Facebook group gives members the 
ability to communicate with each other. If you have an issue you want to discuss, an article or reflection you want to 
share, a meeting you want to announce, an event or organization about which you want us to know, and the like, the 
group is the place to post it. 
 

Find us on Facebook and stay up-to-date with your congregation and with each other! 
 

Congregation Meeting 

 
Our next congregation meeting will take place on Sunday, October 5 at 10:30 a.m. in Community Room 1 at the 
Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe). All members are welcome to attend. Contact our president, Jeff 
Rosenberg (847-853-0121 or president@hakafa.org), with questions. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark
https://www.facebook.com/groups/6079726964/
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Member News (continued) 
 

Mark Your Calendars for Two Upcoming Speakers Co-Sponsored by Congregation Hakafa: 
 

 

Gershon Baskin: Operation Protective Edge (Israel’s Summer War in Gaza):  

Winners, Losers, and Prospects for Peace 

 

Thursday, November 13 at 7:00 p.m. at Beth Emet  (1224 Dempster, Evanston) 
  
Don’t miss this opportunity to listen to the insights of one of the most recognizable names in the Israeli-Palestinian 
peace process. Gershon Baskin is dedicated to creating a culture of peace and has earned the trust of leaders on all 
sides of the century old conflict. Gershon will share his candid insights on the numerous failures and successes of 
Operation Protective Edge and lessons learned from his years of firsthand experience advising Israeli, Palestinian, and 
International Prime Ministers on the Middle East Peace Process. Gershon Baskin, Ph.D., is the founding Co-Chairman 
of IPCRI, the Israel Palestine Center for Research and Information (www.ipcri.org), a columnist for The Jerusalem 
Post and the initiator and negotiator of the secret back channel for the release of Gilad Shalit, an Israeli soldier who was 
held captive in Gaza for five years. He is the author of the book The Negotiator: Freeing Gilad Shalit from Hamas.   

 
The event is free and open to the public and is being cosponsored by Beth Emet, Congregation Hakafa, and 
Congregation Sukkat Shalom. 

 
 

John Prendergast: Ten Years After Genocide Declared In Darfur:  

Hope For Sudan and South Sudan? 

 
Thursday, December 4, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at Lakeside Congregation (1221 County Line Road, Highland Park) 

 
John Prendergast is an expert on conflict resolution in Africa and a world renown human rights activist. He is the 
founding director of Enough Project, co-founder of the Satellite Sentinel Project, and author of both Unlikely Brothers, 
and NY Times best seller, Not on Our Watch. 
 
This event is free and open to the public and is being cosponsored by Congregation Hakafa, Congregation Solel, 
Lakeside Congregation, and Temple Beth-El of Northbrook 

 
 

Reaching Out 
 
Congregation Member Services and Skills Resource Guide: The congregation has assembled a resource guide of 
members’ services and skills in order to support one another.  
 
Career Counseling: As a career counselor, Betsy is offering her services at no cost to Hakafa members who are 
currently unemployed.   
 
Partnerships with Community Employment Support Systems: Hakafa is in partnership with the following 
community agencies: 
 
Jewish Employment Network (JEN – contact Laurie Rosen (847-568-5154 or www.jvschicago.org)  

 
Career Resource Center (CRC – contact Jan Cline Leahy (847-295-5626 or www.careerresourcecenter.org) 

 
parnossahworkschicago.org- allows individuals to search for jobs online and provides employers with qualified 
candidates for their job openings. 
 
Please contact Betsy Hersher (847-272-4050 or HersherB@hersher.com) for more information. 

 

http://www.ipcri.org/
http://www.jvschicago.org/
http://www.careerresourcecenter.org/
mailto:HersherB@hersher.com
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Adult Study 
 

Congregation Hakafa Sunday Morning Adult Learning Opportunities – 5775 

Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 10:35 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 
Sunday Morning Adult Learning Opportunities – October 19 
 
Study - Rabbi Niles Goldstein will discuss GOD AT THE EDGE: Searching for the Divine in Uncomfortable and 
Unexpected Places. Much of what passes for spirituality these days is often approached from a perspective that is 
comforting and clean. Join Niles Goldstein, rabbi and author, as he explores the topic from a "darker" point of view. By 
sharing some of his personal experiences (e.g., encountering a grizzly in Alaska, travelling illegally through Central 
Asia) and interweaving them with texts from the Jewish spiritual and mystical traditions, Goldstein will show how 
experiences such as fear, struggle, solitude, and transition can actually bring us closer to God--and to our best selves. 
 
Rabbi Niles Goldstein is the founding rabbi of The New Shul in New York's Greenwich Village and the award-winning 
author of nine books, including Gonzo Judaism and God at the Edge. His work has appeared in Time, Newsweek, the 
Los Angeles Times, and many other publications. 

 
Culture – Glass Painting with Judith Joseph - Learn to paint with permanent enamel glass paints with Judith 
Joseph.  Bring a glass or white ceramic platter to decorate for use as a challah or serving platter.  Paints and brushes 
will be provided; you will fire your platter at home in your own oven, and the paint materials are food safe and 
permanent.  For sources for affordable, suitable platters, please email Judith (judithstudio@yahoo.com). 
 
Discussion – Rabbi Elder will lead a discussion on What is Jewish education? What should we be teaching our 
children?  This will be a continuation of our conversation about what it means to be a Jewish adult. We will address, 
among other topics: What do we want our children to know about their tradition and heritage? What do you wish you 
would have learned in religious school? How can we best equip the next generation with the tools to live substantive, 
liberal Jewish lives? 
 

See the rest of our Adult Study schedule on page 8! 

Bright Pink – Brighten Up Educational Workshop 
 
All Hakafa members (women and men) ages 16 and older are invited to join us on Sunday, October 19 from 9:00 to 
9:45 a.m. in the Activity Room at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) for a one-of-a-kind educational 
workshop that is designed to educate men and women on the basics of breast and ovarian health, provide concrete 
strategies for living a proactive lifestyle, and offer tools to assess your personal risk for these diseases.  The workshop 
will be presented by an ambassador from Bright Pink (www.brightpink.org). 
 
Bright Pink is the only national non-profit focused on the prevention and early detection of breast and ovarian cancer in 
young women, while providing support for high-risk individuals. There are 52 million women in the United States 
between the ages of 18-45. These women have the power to be proactive. Bright Pink aims to strategically educate, 
equip and empower each of them to be proactive advocates for their breast and ovarian health, by reducing their risk 
for these diseases or detecting them at early, non-life-threatening stages. 
 
If you would like to attend this Brighten Up Workshop, please R.S.V.P. to Bibi Patt (education@hakafa.org or 847-955-
9980). 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT937_com_zimbra_email%22));
http://www.brightpink.org/
mailto:education@hakafa.org
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Adult Study (continued) 
 

2014-15 SUNDAY MORNING ADULT LEARNING SCHEDULE 

 

* Please note that these programs are subject to change.* 

 

Date Study Discussion Culture 

September 14 Mitch Brown What does it mean to be a Jewish adult? Jewish Cooking 

September 21 
Rabbi Elder –Book 
Discussion 

Is there a Jewish morality? Yoga 

October 5 Congregation Meeting 

October 19 Niles Goldstein  
What is Jewish education? What should we be 
teaching our children?  

Glass Painting 

November 2 Israel – A Panel Jewish Cooking 

November 9 Claire Sufrin Israel – a facilitated conversation  Yoga 

November 16 Claire Sufrin 
Balancing work, family, and life: The sandwich 
generation  

Embroidery 

November 23 Claire Sufrin 
Do we need Jewish ritual and practice in our 
lives?  

Poetry/Writing 

December 7 Congregation Meeting 

December 14 Rabbi Abrams Education Justice  Jewish Cooking 

January 11 Rabbi Elder Environmental Justice Yoga 

January 18 Rabbi Elder What is “Jewish” parenting? Poetry/Writing 

January 25 Rabbi Abrams Death and end-of-life decisions Jewish Cooking 

February 1 Gabriella Boros 
Are men and women equal in the eyes of 
Judaism? 

Yoga 

February 8 Scholar-in-Residence: Levi Lauer 

February 22 Ellen Holtzblatt Is the world against us? Antisemitism today  Poetry/Writing 

March 1 Marcia Gealy Food Justice  Jewish Cooking 

March 8 Jane Shapiro Reform Judaism today and tomorrow  Yoga 

March 15 Jane Shapiro “Jewish” aging Talit/Tzitzit Making 

March 22 Jane Shapiro Worker Justice Music 

April 12 Congregation Meeting 

April 19 David Rieser  
Individualism, community, and universalism: 
Which comes first?  

Yoga 

May 3 David Rieser  Women’s Justice  Music 

May 17 Congregation Annual Meeting 
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Lunch and Learn in the Loop 
 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take place at noon on 
Thursday, October 2 at the office of Brad Reiff (332 
South Michigan, 13

th
 floor, Chicago).  Bring your own 

lunch and prepare to participate in a lively discussion 
with Rabbi Elder!  New participants are always 
welcome.  
 

Movie Group 
 

The film group will screen Ace in the Hole on Saturday, 
October 18 at 7:00 p.m. at our offices at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe.) This film is director Billy Wilder’s dark and 
scathing parable about how unscrupulous journalists 
exploit the public’s fascination with morbid, sensational 
stories. Kirk Douglas stars as an opportunistic, 
psychopath reporter opposite Jan Serling who plays (in 
the words of critic Molly Haskel) “the sort of bottle blond 
who gives floozies a bad name.”  Billy Wilder is 
regarded as one of the most brilliant and versatile 
filmmakers of Hollywood's golden age.  He escaped 
Germany to Paris and then to the US in 1934. 

Join us for dinner at 6:00 p.m. at our office. We’ll be 
ordering pizza from Little Red Hen. Contact Mike 
Solomon (847-835-2040 or mcsolomon@comcast.net) 
by noon on the 18th to R.S.V.P. for dinner ($5 per 
person). Or, come directly to our office for the movie. 
Feel free to bring friends, family, beverages, or a nosh.  

 

 
 

 
 

Nosh & Know on the North Shore 

 
“Nosh & Know on the North Shore” will take place on 
Thursday, October 23 at 9:00 a.m. at the Home of 
Cookie Robertson (211 Dennis Lane, Glencoe).  Join 
us for a lively conversation with Rabbi Elder! New 
participants are always welcome.  

 

Hebrew Circle 
 
If you are a Hebrew speaker looking to practice your 
Hebrew with other Hebrew speaking Hakafa members, 
please join us on Tuesday, October 14 at noon at the 
office of Brad Reiff (332 S. Michigan Avenue, 13

th
 floor, 

312-322-0290) for an hour of lunch and conversation – all 
in Hebrew! 

Mishneh Torah 
 
Are you interested in studying Jewish law?  Our October 
sessions of Mishneh Torah (Jewish law) class will be 
held on Tuesdays, October 7 and 21 at 10:00 a.m. at 
the home of Allison Blakley Davis and Kenneth Davis 
(2940 Moon Hill Drive, Northbrook).  Come join us and 
Rabbi Elder to learn more about what halacha has to say 
on almost every aspect of life.   

Adult Study (continued) 
 

Two Opportunities for Torah Study 
 
If you are interested in learning Torah, we would love 
for you to join us on either Tuesday evenings and/or 

Wednesday mornings: 
 
Wednesday Afternoons - 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
 
The home of Sandy Gelber (1527 Washington Avenue, 
Wilmette) 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Our October 15 class will meet in the Elder 
Family’s Sukkah (333 Green Bay Road, Highland Park). 
 

Tuesday Evenings - 7:30 to 8:45 p.m.  
 
Our offices at the North Shore United Methodist 
Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Our October 14 class will meet in the Elder 
Family’s Sukkah (333 Green Bay Road, Highland Park). 

 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions.  
 

 

A Just Harvest: Feeding People who are Hungry and Working to Reduce Hunger 
 
Hakafa is committed to providing and serving food at A Just Harvest on the second Sunday of every month.  The 
kitchen is located on the far north side of Chicago, and each month four families from Hakafa share this meaningful 
experience.  The volunteer roster still has many openings.  Even if you won’t be available to serve at the kitchen, 
you can participate by purchasing food or simply by contributing financially, a critical need.  If you would like to help, 
please contact Joan Fishman (847-853-1766 or j.fishman@sbcglobal.net). 
 

 

Social Action 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:j.fishman@sbcglobal.net


 

                                                                                                                                                 

         Hakafa Youth News  
 
 
 
 

Note from the Director of Education 
 

What a great beginning to our new school year!  We 

hope you are making use of your special glasses and 

looking for ways to view your world through a "Jewish 

Lens." Now that we are settling in, we hope you are 

enjoying our weekly teacher emails.  Please feel free to 

use that opportunity to have a dialogue with your 

child's teacher. 
 

Mazal Tov to our Consecrants!  We will be celebrating 

with them and dancing with our Torahs on Wednesday, 

October 15.  Hope you can join us! 
 

On October 19, our 4th grade will have a Family 

Education Program from 10:15-11:15 a.m.  Parents of 4th 

graders should plan to stay with their child for this time. 
 

In Hebrew School we will be launching our Makom Ivri 

(Hebrew Learning Place) this month.  There are many 

stations with activities that help reinforce classroom 

learning.  We know that our students look forward to 

this program & really enjoy learning in this creative way! 
 

In Religious School, our 3rd-6th graders have begun their 

first round of Chugim. We are offering Israeli Dance, 

Photography, Jewish Cooking, & Drama.  The teachers 

of each of these Chugim have prepared amazing 

activities for our students! 
  

Finally, please pay attention to this month's calendar. 

Religious School only meets on October 5 & 19.  We are 

off on the 12th, but look for our traveling Sukkah in your 

neighborhood!  And, we are also off on the 

26th.   Hebrew School will meet every Tuesday! 

Enjoy the fall weather!                    L’shalom, Bibi 

          

 

   

Havdallah Hayride 
 

Please join us for Hakafa’s Family Havdallah Hayride!  

Families of all ages are invited to join us for a wonderful 

evening of song, friendship, and fun as we end 

Shabbat together.  Please join us on Saturday, October 

25, 5:00-8:00 p.m. at Chain O’Lakes State Park Riding 

Stables (8916 Wilmot Road, Spring Grove).  The cost is 

$12.00 per person and includes the hayride, hot dogs, 

chips, drinks, and smores.  Please contact Rona Elder 

(admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687) with any 

questions and to RSVP! 

      

Consecration 
 

 

Part of our Simchat Torah Service at 6:00 p.m. on 

Wednesday, October 15 at the Winnetka 

Community House will include a beautiful service 

of Consecration for children in Kindergarten, as 

well as for first, second, and third graders who are 

beginning their religious school experience.  

Consecration is a special ceremony in which 

students are blessed as they start their formal 

Jewish education.  As part of the ceremony, the 

consecrants are presented with a small Torah and 

a certificate in honor of this simcha.  We will dance 

with the Torahs and the service will be followed by 

a special oneg hosted by the families of our 

prek/kindergarten students.  We hope to share this 

holiday with many people of all ages! 

 

 

 
 

                  

 

B’nai Mitzvah Workshop 
 

Rabbi Elder will be holding a series of four 

workshops that will take the families of students 

whose b’nai mitzvah celebrations will be taking 

place in the year after May 2014 through the 

Shabbat service.  Beginning Sunday, October 19 

at 1:45 p.m. at the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay 

Road, Glencoe) and continuing periodically 

throughout the year, Rabbi Elder will break down a 

section of the Shabbat service, explain its themes 

and its language, and provide an opportunity for 

families to look through various books and 

publications in order to begin thinking about how 

to personalize the service.  By the end of the series, 

each family will have the tools to complete the 

Shabbat service for their upcoming celebration.  

The workshop series is geared toward students and 

their parents.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Rabbi Elder at 847-266-8854 or 

rabbi@hakafa.org. 

 

 
  

 



 

     

    

         October 2014
 

 

    

 

 

Teen CornerTeen CornerTeen CornerTeen Corner    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Group Goes to 

Fright Fest at Great  America 
 

All 8th – 12th Graders are invited to join Hakafa's youth 

group at Fright Fest at Six Flags Great America in 

Gurnee on Saturday evening, October 18 from 5:00-
11:00 p.m.  If we can get 20+ people to sign up, the 

price of tickets will be significantly cheaper.  We 

hope you can come (feel free to bring a friend) - it 

will be a blast!  Please email Noah Elder by October 6 
(162eldern@student.dist113.org) to sign up. 
 

 

 

Hakafa BBYO Youth Group 

for High School Students 
 
All Hakafa high school students are invited to 
participate in our BBYO Youth Group Chapter!  We 

are very excited to announce that we have now 

officially formed our own BBYO chapter!  BBYO 

(www.bbyo.org) is the largest, teen-led, pluralistic 

Jewish youth movement, engaging over 40,000 teens 

every year.  Many exciting activities are already 

being planned for the upcoming year.  Watch your 

email inbox, Hakafa newsletter, and weekly email 

announcements for details!   

 

Hakafa high school students interested in 
participating should register for BBYO membership on 
the form found on our website (www.hakafa.org) 
following these links:  Our Community > Youth Group. 

 
  
 

 

 

 

ENROLL YOUR CHILD IN SKIP NOW AND INVEST 

IN YOUR CHILD’S JEWISH FUTURE 
 

The SEND-A-KID-TO-ISRAEL PARTNERSHIP (SKIP) 

program is a special savings plan that helps 

Chicago area Jewish youth visit Israel as an integral 

part of their Jewish education. Young people who 
participate in the program for the full seven years 
(grades 3-9) will have approximately $2,000, 
including interest, saved to help meet the cost of an 
Israel Experience program. SKIP funds can be used 
beginning the summer after 9th grade through age 
26. Furthermore, SKIP contributions, plus interest, are 
FULLY REFUNDABLE at any time should your son or 
daughter not participate on an Israel Experience 
program.  
   

SKIP GOAL - an Israel Experience program as part of 

each child's Jewish education. SKIP funds can be 

used for your family’s choice of a wide variety of 

approved high school or college Israel Experience 

programs.  
   

SKIP PARTNERS - Your family, your congregation, & 

the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago 

each contribute to the SKIP savings plan.  
   

SKIP ENROLLMENT - Enroll in school grades 3-6 & 

continue to make contributions through 9th grade.  
   

SKIP FACTS – More than 4,200 participants are 

currently enrolled in SKIP through more than 51 

participating congregations, & more than 1,625 

teens and young adults have used their SKIP funds to 

help them participate on an Israel Experience 

program.  
   

SKIP INFORMATION - for more information on the SKIP 

program or enrollment in SKIP, contact Jenny 

Patterson at 312-217-0724 or jrpatterson1959@aol.com. 
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar              October 2014 – Tishrei/Cheshvan 5775 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
    

1 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

2 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

3 
 
 
 

Erev Yom Kippur 

4 
 

Yom Kippur 

 

 

5  
 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm 
Congregation Meeting (TC) 
 

12:30-1:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class (TC) 

6  
 

7 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

8   
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
 
 
 
 

Erev Sukkot 

9        Sukkot 1 10         Sukkot 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 
NOTE NEW EARLY START TIME 

11          Sukkot 3 
 

8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 

Bat Mitzvah Service of 
Nina Bramson (AM) 
 
 
 

7:30 p.m. 
New Member Havdallah in the 
Elder Family’s Sukkah 

12      Sukkot 4 
 

No Religious School 
Columbus Day Weekend 

 

Hakafa’s  
Sukkah on Wheels 

 
 

13      Sukkot 5 
 

 
Columbus Day 

 
 
 

14     Sukkot 6 
 

Newsletter Articles Due 
 

12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (Elder Family’s Sukkah) 

15     Sukkot 7 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
(Elder Family’s Sukkah) 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Consecration & Simchat Torah 
Celebration (WCH) 

16    

 

Sh’mini Atzeret 
Simchat Torah 

 
10:30 a.m. 
Yizkor Service (TC) 

17  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

18  
 
 
 

 

5:00-11:00 p.m. 
Youth Group to Fright Fest 
at Six Flags Great America 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

19     
 

9:00 a.m. 
Bright Pink – Brighten Up Workshop 
(TC) 
 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm – Adult Ed (TC) 
     Study – Rabbi Niles Goldstein 
     Discussion with Rabbi Elder 
     Glass Painting with Judith Joseph 

 

12:30-1:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class (TC) 
 

1:45 p.m. 
B’nai Mitzvah Workshop (TC) 

20 
 

21 
 
 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

22  
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
 
 

 

23 
 
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First 10th Grade Retreat 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

25   First 10th Grade Retreat 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 p.m. 
Family Havdallah Hayride 

26   First 10th Grade Retreat 

 
 

No Religious School – Family Day 
 

27 
 

28 

 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

29 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

 

30 
 

31 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar              November 2014 – Cheshvan/Kislev 5775 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
  

1  
 
5:30 p.m. 
Dinner–Havdallah-Theater: 
An Evening of Social Justice Learning  

2  
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 
10:35 am-12:00 pm 
     Israel: A Panel 
     Jewish Cooking 
 
12:30-1:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class (TC) 

3 
 

4 
 
 

10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

5   
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

6 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

 

7 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service – Singing Shabbat 
(TC) – NOTE DIFFERENT LOCATION 
 
8:45 p.m. 
Rabbi’s Tisch (TC) 
NOTE DIFFERENT LOCATION 

8  

 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
 
Bat Mitzvah Service of 
Sarah Snyder (AM) 

 

9 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
      Study – Claire Sufrin 
      Israel: A Facilitated Discussion 
      Yoga for Adults 
 

12:30-1:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class (TC) 

10   Veteran’s Day 
 
 
 

11    
 
12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle (Office of Brad Reiff) 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

12 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
 
 

13    

 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Program with Gershon Baskin - 
Operation Protective Edge (Israel’s 
Summer War in Gaza):  Winners, 
Losers, and Prospects for Peace  
(Beth Emet, Evanston) 

14   Newsletter Articles Due 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service – 1st and 2nd Grade 
Service (WCH) 
NOTE EARLY START TIME 

15  
 

9:00 a.m. 
Tot Shabbat (NSUMC) 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

16     
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
      Study – Claire Sufrin 
      Discussion – Balancing Work, 
                            Family, and Life 
     Jewish Embroidery w/Sylvia Dresser 
 

12:30-1:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class (TC) 

17 
 

18 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 

 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

19  
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 

20 
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service - Guest Speaker:  
Rev. Randall Harris (WCH) 

22 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
10:30 p.m. OR 11:45 p.m. 
B’nai Mitzvah Workshop Service 
(NSUMC) 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Kumzits 

23 
9:45 am-12:00 pm 
Religious School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
      Study – Claire Sufrin 
      Discussion – Do we need Jewish 
              ritual and practice in our lives?         
      Jewish Poetry/Writing w/Stacy  
              Robinson 
 

12:30-1:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class (TC) 

24 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Torah Study (NSUMC)    

26 
 
 
 

 

27 Thanksgiving Day 
 
 
 
 
 

 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service 
NOTE RETURN TO  
LATER START TIME 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
Bat Mitzvah Service of 
Leah Feldman 

30 
 

No Religious School – Family Day 

 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
Jeff Rosenberg...…………………………...…………...………………President 

John Thomason..………………………………………….………Vice President 

Steve Varick……...…………………………………….…..Operations Treasurer 

Nancy Goodman....………………………………..…...…………Dues Treasurer 

Lori Wilansky......……………………………………...……………….Secretary 

Leanne Star and Scott Lowtwait......……...………….......Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 

The Circle  
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