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A Note from Jeffrey D. Braun, Senior Pastor of the Winnetka Congregational Church 
  
When I think of Congregation Hakafa worshipping here, it makes my heart happy and my soul full of hope.  

  

On behalf of your congregation, John Thomason extended a gracious invitation to members of our church to attend Hakafa’s High 

Holy Day services. I was able to come for a bit on Erev Yom Kippur. As I approached the church, the sanctuary’s open outer-

doors framed three gilded pictures of the worshippers and worship leaders within.  The sounds of sacred song carried through the 

sanctuary, over the front steps, and across the lawn, catching my ears and drawing me in with a peaceful, magnetic quality.  When 

I reached the church, I passed through one of those Kodachrome doors and stepped quietly into the front-entry-hall as the evening 

service continued, taking my place in its far south corner.  My position there afforded me a moving vista through the leaded 

windows that look into the sanctuary. 

  

For me, the vista was as moving as it was rare.  Being a pastor, my vantage point on worship is predominantly from the front, from 

the Chancel (where you placed your Bema and Ark), and my role is often to be speaking or to be doing something in the 

congregation’s field of vision.  What’s more, I’m nearly always in worship from beginning to end.  But on Tuesday―the opposite 

was true. 

  

On Tuesday evening, during Hakafa’s Yom Kippur service, my view was from the back.  I stood unseen and undetected by all but 

two of your ushers and a few late-comers.  And my contact with the service was brief… affording me but a glimpse.  Brief… to be 

sure.  But deeply impactful. 

  

As I’m sure you’ll agree, there is much wrong in the world, much that is conflicted and in need of reconciliation and healing.  

Regrettably (and perhaps, at times, predictably if not unavoidably)… religion and religious observance can be a prompt for 

division or conflict.  But what my brief time in the Narthex afforded me… as I stood silently and essentially unseen… was a vision 

of something very right in the world.  Something deep.  Something humbling.  Something undeniably hallowing.  Something with 

which, I dare say, God would be pleased. 

  

Whether my gaze traced unfiltered through the open interior windows or through the rippled panes of the closed windows – what I 

saw was a beautiful image of our Jewish sisters and brothers (both friends and neighbors, alike) worshipping God as has been done 

for centuries upon centuries.  As my eye flowed across and took note of the various prayer shawls and yarmulkes, as I looked at 

the congregants seated in the Chancel who were (I presume) holding the Torah as the choir movingly interwove their songs (some 

in Hebrew) with the prayers and pronouncements of the worship leader, and as I saw the Ark ensconced below the Pasi organ’s 

soaring pipes with its doors swung wide open… what I saw and heard was so different, in ways, from WCC’s services on Sunday 

mornings―and yet, so utterly and essentially the same!  It was the first time that I, for one, had ever seen such a vision here.  And 

yet, it felt as if it’s always been this way.  It felt so natural.  And so holy. 

  

That a Jewish congregation would boldly but humbly ask a Christian church if that Jewish congregation might worship in their 

sanctuary, and that a Christian congregation might boldly but humbly say “Yes” and remove the Christian symbols that might 

make their Jewish friends feel less than fully able to worship there and to feel at home… this, I think, is a blessed thing.  It testifies 

that as much as religion can often be at the heart of human division… religion and a mutual reverence for one another’s religion 

can equally be the glue that knits us together… and not in a way that dilutes or denies our respective religious beliefs or traditions 

but, to the contrary, that roots us all the more richly in our respective traditions even as it amplifies our regard for others’. 

  

My time there on Tuesday was brief.  But a glimpse.  And yet, in that glimpse… much like peering through a keyhole… there was 

the unmistakable and palpable sense of the broader, sacred Cosmos of which Tuesday’s service and all of us are an integral part. 

  

My thanks to you, Hakafa.  What has happened here over the Jewish high holy days is a beautiful thing.  A good and goodly 

thing.  A hallowed and hallowing thing.  And something that bodes well for the years to come. 

  

My thanks to all the WCC leadership and staff who helped to ensure that we opened our doors widely and warmly. And, my 

thanks to God for moving so imaginatively and connectively both to and through our respective congregations. 
 

 

D’varim 
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Rev. Randall Harris to Speak at  

Shabbat Services on November 18 
 
Once again, we welcome as our guest speaker 
Reverend Randall Harris of Faith Community 
Church. Rev. Harris is a man of deep spirit and 
conviction and a passionate advocate for justice 
and change.  
 
This year, he will be with us on November 18 at our 
7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service at the Winnetka 
Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, 
Winnetka).  
 
We hope you will join us in welcoming him. 

 

Prayer and Celebration 
 
 

Live Streaming of Shabbat Services 
 
If you are unable to make it to Friday night services, but 
would like to participate from your home, you may now live 
stream them through our website. Go to hakafa.org and click 
on the listen now icon on the left side of the screen for 
instructions. You may also view archived events using this 
link.  
 
Please note: For optimal audio output, you must have the 
volume turned up on both your computer and on the live 
stream screen itself. 

 

Oneg Hosts Needed  
 
We are looking for hosts for Friday evening 
onegs this fall and winter. Hosting a Friday 
evening oneg is a wonderful way to help support 
Hakafa and is also a nice way to celebrate a 
bar/bat mitzvah, birthday, anniversary, or other 
special occasion with the congregation. Many 
people honor the memory of a loved one on his/her 
yahrzeit by hosting an oneg.  
 
If you would like to host an oneg, please contact 
our Volunteer Oneg Coordinator, Sally Nador 
(nadorsally@gmail.com or 847-727-4357), to 
reserve a date or sign-up at this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/oneg-host 

 

Shabbat Morning Minyanim 
 
Please join us on Saturdays, November 5 and 19 
at the home of Barbara and Allen Anderson (849 
Oak Drive, Glencoe) at 8:30 a.m. for our 
November Shabbat morning minyanim. This hour-
long service and study is a wonderful opportunity to 
enhance your celebration of Shabbat.  
 
People of all ages are encouraged and welcome to 
join us.  
 

Shabbat in the Home:  
Make November 4 a special Shabbat for your Hakafa 

community, your family, and you! 
 
Every congregation member has been invited to dine and 
share the evening at another member’s home. We hope you 
will join us as we sing Shabbat songs, light Shabbat candles, 
share a delicious meal, enjoy interesting conversation, meet 
new friends, and reconnect with old ones. Be sure to RSVP 
to the invitation. Help make Hakafa the encirclement that it 
is! If you have not received an invitation, please contact 
Debbie Fogel (312-576-6775 or curlyfogel@yahoo.com).  
 

Please Note: There will be no services at the Winnetka 
Community House on November 4. 

 

Friday Night Services     
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at the 
Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the following 
evenings: 
  
November 4 Shabbat Noach 
  Torah Portion:  Genesis 6:9-11-32 

Haftarah: Isaiah54:1-55:5 
 Please Note: No services: Shabbat-in-the Home 

 
November 11 Shabbat Lech L’cha 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Genesis 12:1-17:27 

Haftarah: Isaiah 40:27-41:16 
 
November 18 Shabbat Vayeira 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Genesis18:1 - 22:24 

Haftarah:  II Kings 4:1-37 
 Guest Speaker: Rev. Randall Harris 
 
November 25 Shabbat Chayei Sarah 
7:30 p.m. Torah Portion:  Genesis 23:1- 25:18 

Haftarah: I Kings 1:1-31 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
   

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Share Your Holidays 
 
On occasion, there are Hakafa members who would 
like to share holidays with fellow congregants and 
do not have the opportunity to do so. If you would 
like to host a fellow congregant for a holiday meal, 
or if you need or want a place to go for the holidays, 
please contact Sylvia Dresser (847-945-6095). 

 

mailto:nadorsally@gmail.com
mailto:curlyfogel@yahoo.com
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Member News 
 

Condolences to… 

 
Janet Hersh and family on the loss of her 
uncle, Earl Miller 
 
David Stone and family on the loss of his 
father, Stanley Malcom 
 
Bob Turner and family on the loss of his 
step-mother, Pat 

 

Thank You to… 
 

Everyone (too many to name individually) who worked so hard to 
make our High Holidays the beautiful and special occasions that 
they were this year. 
 
Our high schoolers who helped to build the congregational sukkah 
and all of the volunteers who helped to take it down. 
 
All of our fabulous Torah Readers on Simchat Torah! 
 
Julian Solway, Bibi Patt, and Danny Patt for their amazing Simchat 
Torah music. 
 
Liz and Sam Goldman for providing a beautiful Kiddush after our 
Shmini Atzeret Yizkor Services. 

 

Film Group 

 
Join us when we screen A Face in the 
Crowd on Saturday, November 19, at 7:00 
p.m. at our offices at the North Shore 
United Methodist Church (213 Hazel 
Avenue, Glencoe). This classic movie is Elia 
Kazan’s masterpiece about how the power 
of a homegrown American demagogue is 
magnified to monstrous proportions by the 
media. Join us for dinner at 6:00 p.m. at our 
office. We’ll be ordering pizza from Little 
Red Hen, so please contact Carol (847-
727-0029 or mcsolomon@comcast.net) by 
noon on the 19th to R.S.V.P. for dinner ($5 
per person). Or, simply come for the movie 
at 7:00.   Feel free to bring friends, family, 
beverages, or a nosh.   

 
 

Please Help Us in Welcoming our  

 New and Returning Members 
 
Joanne Alter 

Paul & Victoria Liebenson 

Jonathan & Margarite Loew 

 
 

 

 

Mazal Tov to… 
 
The Buckman family, on the birth of Maizey James Greis to 
Katherine and Justin Greis.  
 
The Ettlinger family, on the marriage of Jacob to Lainie Gilford. 
 
The Winer family, on the marriage of Meredith to Ron Dimon. 

Chesed 
 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to reach out to one another. If you know of anyone in our congregation who is in 
crisis from an illness, death in the family, or personal stress, who could benefit from support, such as a visit, delivery 
and/or preparation of meals, or a ride to a health care appointment, please contact Ana Bensinger 
(anabensinger@att.net or 847-926-3223) or Anita Goldberg (anitagoldberg@gmail.com or 847-432-8973). You can 
also contact either of them if you would like to volunteer. 

 

Hakafa Artists Participte in Beit Midrash Show 
 
For the last 3 summers, Hakafa member, Judith Joseph, has led 
an Artists' Beit Midrash, along with Jane Shapiro, who has taught in 
our adult education programs. Each session has resulted in an art 
show. This year’s show opens in November, and runs through the 
beginning of January at the Arthur Feldman Gallery in Highland 
Park (465 Roger Williams Ave, Highland Park, IL 60035.). In 
addition to Judith Joseph’s piece, Hakafa member, Sylvia Dresser, 
has two pieces in the show. An opening reception will be held on 
Wednesday, November 2 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. Check the Gallery 
website (arthurfeldmangallery.com) for show hours on other days. 

 

On Facebook 
Go to https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark and click "Like”. The Facebook page 
allows us to communicate with you. We use it to update you on information about the congregation, to give you 
announcements on events that are new and immediate to the calendar, and to show off a bit with pictures of some of 
the places we have been, the events we have had, and the people that we are. 
 

mailto:anabensinger@att.net
mailto:anitagoldberg@gmail.com
http://arthurfeldmangallery.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CongregationHakafa?ref_type=bookmark
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Member News (continued) 
 

Chevra Kadisha 
 

Hakafa's Chevra Kadisha wil be meeting on 
Sunday November 13 at 3:30 pm at the home 
of Linda Weinstein (719 Harvard St, Wilmette).  
 
The Chevra is a group of sixteen men and 
women who prepare the bodies of the deceased 
for burial with the traditional washing ritual of 
tahara.  
 
All members of the congregation who might be 
interested in joining this group or learning more 
about our work are welcome to attend. We are 
especially looking for new men to join us. 
Please contact Deborah Brown 
(dmb9476@gmail.com or 847-421-3985) for 
more information. 

 

Hakafa Co-Hosts Parents Circle:  

Families Forum Event 
 
Please join us as we co-host a Parents Circle – Families Forum 
event with Aitz Hayim Congregation, Lakeside Congregation, 
North Shore Congregation Israel, and Sukkat Shalom on 
Wednesday, November 2 at 7:00 p.m. at Lakeside 
Congregation (1221 County Line Road, Highland Park). The 
Parents Circle – Families Forum (PCFF) is a joint Israeli 
Palestinian organization made up of families who have lost loved 
ones as a result of the ongoing conflict. The organization’s goal 
is to achieve reconciliation through joint activities between the 
two nations and work to create a framework to resolve the 
hostility. Families gather to share their stories and work toward 
forgiveness, acceptance, and reconciliation. The two families 
coming to share their stories at this event are George and 
Najwa Saadeh and Rami Elhanan. We hope you will join us for 
what plans to be a very interesting evening. 
 

November Kadima Events  
*Kadima (Hebrew for "forward") is a group at Hakafa, primarily for members of adult-only households, 

although any Hakafa member is invited to participate. 

 

Kadima Sponsored Arts Program/Day Trip 

Kadima is coordinating an arts-focused day trip on Monday, November 7 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The trip will 
include: 
 

 A visit to Spertus Museum's Voices of Wisdom exhibit featuring Chicago Jewish artists. Hakafa's Judith Joseph, 
one of the artists, will be with us. 

 Lunch at Manny's Deli 

 A visit to Marquette Park to see the installation that was recently dedicated on the 50th anniversary of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.'s march for racial equality there. Rabbi Marx is honored on the statue. We will meet with 
Rabbi Capers Funnye, Chief Rabbi of the African Israelite Community and spiritual leader of Beth Shalom B'nai 
Zaken Ethiopian Hebrew Congregation in Marquette Park to hear his unique perspective on the history of 
Marquette Park and the intersectionality of the black and Jewish communities there. 

  
If you would like to join us for this exciting day, please RSVP to Betsy Hersher (847-945-5974 or 
hersherb@hersher.com). Transportation info TBA. 
 

Kadima to Attend Conversation with Hal Bergen, Nuremberg Trial Eyewitness,  

at the Holocaust Museum 
 
Kadima members are planning to attend this special program at the Illinois Holocaust Museum and Education 
Center (9603 Woods Drive, Skokie) on Sunday, November 13 from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. Chicago Tribune reporter Kathy 
Bergen will interview her father, retired public relations executive Hal Bergen, as he relates his experiences in the 
courtroom at Nuremberg. As a 19-year-old Army sound technician, Bergen was assigned to the Nuremberg trials, 
where part of his job was to ask Nazi defendants such as Rudolf Hess and Hermann Goering if their audio headsets 
were working. Bergen’s front row seat to history included interacting with legendary newsman Walter Cronkite, and 
observing ordinary Germans attempt to return to normal life in the immediate post-war period. Tickets are required and 
can be purchased online at this link: https://www.ilholocaustmuseum.org/hal-bergen/ or by calling the museum at 847-
967-4800.  
 
After the program, Kadima members who would like to discuss it will meet from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. in a private room 
reserved for us at Panera Bread (1199 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette). Coffee and snacks will be available for purchase.  

 

 

javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT3043_com_zimbra_email%22));
mailto:hersherb@hersher.com
https://www.ilholocaustmuseum.org/hal-bergen/
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Adult Hebrew Class 
 
Our Adult Hebrew class continues to meet on Wednesdays 
from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the Hakafa offices at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe). New participants and beginners are welcome to 
join in.  

 
PLEASE NOTE: Class will NOT meet on November 23 
and November 30.  
 

 

Member News (continued) 
 

Member News (continued) 
 

Mishneh Torah 
 

Our November session of Mishneh Torah (Jewish 
law) class will be held on Tuesday, November 22 at 
10:00 a.m. at the Home of Allison Blakley Davis 
and Kenneth Davis (2940 Moon Hill Drive, 
Northbrook). Come join us and Rabbi Elder to learn 
more about what halacha has to say on almost every 
aspect of life.  

 

Hakafa Location Accessibility Guide  
The information provided below is designed to give general information about accessibility at the locations where we hold services, 
classes, programs, and events. For specific questions, please contact our office (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687) or the actual 
location. 
 

A Just Harvest (http://www.ajustharvest.org/): Accessible building with street parking. 
 
Davis Household (ablakleydavis@gmail.com): Ranch House with no steps. Dogs and cats present. 
 
DeFrank/Chez Household (camilledefrank@gmail.com): Fully accessible ranch house with no steps. There is a ramp 
at the back of the house with parking nearby.  
 
Home of Barbara and Allen Anderson (caabaa@sbcglobal.net): Ranch house with no steps. Two cats present. 
 
North Shore United Methodist Church (http://nsumcglencoe.org/): No steps into the building; two-step stairway inside 
building for Torah study (ramp available); elevator available (with help for the door) to second floor for movie night. 
 
Office of Brad Reiff (breiff@compasslexecon.com): 13

th
 floor of accessible building. 

 
Office of Bob Rifkin: (RRifkin@ORBA.com): 15

th
 floor of accessible building. 

 
Robertson Household (mrobertson595@gmail.com): No steps into the house. 
 
Takiff Center (http://www.glencoeparkdistrict.com/Facilities/Takiff-Center): Accessible building; programs that take 
place on the second floor accessible by elevator – a short walk on the second level to classrooms.   
 
Winnetka Community House (http://www.winnetkacommunityhouse.org/): Ramp into building. 
 
If you become aware of any accessibility issues within the congregation, we hope you will share them with us by 
speaking confidentially with one of our Chesed Committee Chairs, Ana Bensinger (anabensinger@att.net or 847-926-
3223) or Anita Goldberg (anitagoldberg@gmail.com or 847-432-8973). We thank you for your help in making our 
congregation welcoming and accessible to all. 
 

Adult Education 
 

Lunch and Learn in the Loop 
 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take place at noon on 
Thursday, November 3 at the office of Bob Rifkin 
(455 N. Cityfront Plaza Dr, Suite 1500 Chicago in the 
NBC Tower behind the Tribune Buidling). Bring your 
own lunch and prepare to participate in a lively 
discussion with Rabbi Elder! New participants are 
always welcome.  
 

“Nosh and Know on the North Shore” 
 
“Nosh & Know on the North Shore” will take place on 
Thursday, November 17 at 9:00 a.m. at the Home of 
Cookie and Ned Robertson (211 Dennis Lane, Glencoe). 
Join us for a lively conversation with Rabbi Elder!  
 
New participants are always welcome.  
 

mailto:admin@hakafa.org
http://www.ajustharvest.org/
mailto:caabaa@sbcglobal.net
mailto:anabensinger@att.net
mailto:anitagoldberg@gmail.com
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Midrash Class 
 
Join us on Friday mornings at 10:30 a.m. at the North Shore United 
Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) to study midrash. Midrash 
is the creative, interpretative process of the rabbis over generations. Through 
midrash, we see how the rabbis saw the text of the Bible - its lessons, it 
messages, its practical applications, and its relevance to them throughout 
time. Through the study of midrash, we will see how much of our 
understanding of the biblical text has been influenced by theirs. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Class will not meet on November 25. 

 

Adult Education (continued) 
 

November Sunday Morning Adult Education: Takiff Center at 10:35 a.m. 
 

November 6 
 

Study: Tamar Selch: The Art of Ancient Israel: A Crossroads of Culture 
The land of Israel was never home to a great empire such as Egypt, Mesopotamia, Greece, or Rome. However, 
because of the land’s strategic location between all of these different powers, a fascinating material culture 
developed with traces of various foreign influences. In this class, we will examine the art of ancient Israel from 
the Biblical Period to the Talmudic Period. We will discuss the influence of neighboring peoples on Israelite and 
Jewish culture, as well as the remains of the great empires: art, monuments, and physical evidence of life 
during the periods that shaped Judaism. We will build an understanding of how different people lived in the 
region and interacted, and how different religions and artistic heritages blended and evolved over the millennia. 
Through this study, we will gain a new perspective on the history of the Land of Israel as well as that of the 
Near and Middle East as a whole. 

 
Tamar Selch is an archaeologist and art historian. Her particular interests include the art of Israel in the 
Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine periods, Greco-Roman engraved gemstones, mosaics and wall paintings, 
and Classical mythology in art. She has been a lecturer at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and Haifa 
University, and was a curator in the Israel Museum’s department of Classical Archaeology. In addition, she has 
participated in several archaeological excavations, including Tzippori, Born in Colombia, Tamar lived in Israel 
for 15 years, and now lives in Evanston. 

(continued on next page) 

Three Opportunities for Torah Study 
 
Wednesday Afternoon Torah Class: 
1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
Home of Camille DeFrank and Ed Chez  
(574 Woodlawn Avenue, Glencoe) 
 
Tuesday Evening Torah Class: PLEASE NOTE: Class will not meet on November 15. 
7:30 to 8:45 p.m.  
North Shore United Methodist Church  
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 

 
Weekly Parshanut: PLEASE NOTE: Class will not meet on November 25. 
Friday mornings, 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
North Shore United Methodist Church  
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) 
Get a taste of the weekly Torah portion in time for Shabbat! We will discuss themes of the week’s portion using midrash 
(rabbinic parables) and rabbinic commentary.  
 

 

Adult B’nai Mitzvah 
 
Are you interested in becoming an 
adult bar/bat mitzvah? Our adult 
b’nai mitzvah class began meeting 
in October at the Takiff Center 
(999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe) 
from 12:15 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. on 
Sundays when Religious School 
is in session. The ceremony will 
take place in the fall of 2017. It’s 
not too late to join!  
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

November 6 Sunday Adult Study (continued from page 6): 
Discussion: One Congregation, One Book: Shulem Deen’s All Who Go Do Not Return 
Join Hakafa member, Jonah Orlofsky, to discuss Shulem Deen’s All Who Go Do Not Return. This memoir 
carries us through the author’s painful journey from active member of an ultra-Orthodox community in New 
York, to doubter, to secular atheist. It is a poignantly written account of Deem’s struggles with his community 
and family, and within himself.  
 
Intergenerational Program Session II: Passing on our values, telling our stories  
This will be our second session of our “The Old Shall Dream Dreams and the Youth Shall See Visions” 
intergenerational program. 

 
November 13 

 
Special Program:  Elysha Netsarh, Leader of the Jewish community of Madagascar 
Kulanu, a non-profit organization dedicated to supporting isolated and emerging Jewish communities 
worldwide, is bringing Elysha Netsarh, leader of the Jewish community of Madagascar, to the United 
States for the first time. We will learn about the Madagascar community that has been studying and practicing 
Judaism without a formal connection to the global Jewish community. Come to learn about Elysha's journey to 
Judaism and how this dedicated community of over 100 people decided to claim Judaism as its own. Her multi-
media presentation will include videos of the celebration of the conversions of members of the Madagascar 
Jewish community and the joyous Jewish weddings that followed. Through fabulous pictures and music that will 
accompany her presentation, we will learn about the fascinating, little-known country of Madagascar, populated 
by a warm vibrant people challenged by poverty, and home to an emerging Jewish community that will continue 
to grow and thrive with our recognition. This event is being co-sponsored by Lakeside Congregation. 
 
Elysha, a researcher and teacher who earned a PhD in plant chemistry at the University of Paris, was raised in 
Antananarivo, Madagascar's capital city. At a young age, she became interested in probing her country's 
history, as well as the history of her own family, who, in response to colonial pressures, practiced Christianity 
along with the majority of the country's residents. When her grandfather revealed the family's Jewish origins, 
she began to study Judaism in earnest. Her formal conversion in May is the culmination of her search for 
identity, the fulfillment of a "permanent spiritual thirst."  

 
Intergenerational Program Session III: Intergenerational teaching of social action and philanthropy 
This will be our third session of our “The Old Shall Dream Dreams and the Youth Shall See Visions” 
intergenerational program. 

 
November 20 

 

Study: Dr. Claire Sufrin: Storytelling and Meaning-making: Religion and Literature: In this class (and two 

additional classes in December), we explore different aspects of the relationship between religion and 
literature. We will begin with the biblical story of the binding of Isaac and consider how the way the story is told 
affects our understanding of Abraham’s actions. In the later sessions, we will consider examples taken from 
contemporary authors who use narrative to explore either the religious experience and/or theological concerns. 
  
Dr. Claire Sufrin is the Assistant Director of Jewish Studies at the Crown Family Center for Jewish and Israel 
Studies at Northwestern University. She holds a PhD in Religious Studies from Stanford University and a BA in 
Religious Studies from Yale University. Her research and teaching interests include modern Jewish thought, 
religion and literature, and gender studies. 

 
Discussion: Advocacy in the Reform Movement: A Conversation with Dr. Cheryl Gutmann, former chair 
of the URJ’s Commission on Social Action 
Learn about the Reform Movement’s current involvement in advocacy and justice issues. We will be joined by 
Dr. Cheryl Gutmann, a past chair of the URJ’s Commission on Social Action and a current member of its Board 
of Trustees.  

 
Intergenerational Program Session IV: Communications with younger and older generations 
This will be our fourth session of our “The Old Shall Dream Dreams and the Youth Shall See Visions.”  
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Winter Coat Drive 
 
Hakafa member, Barbara Scott, will be collecting 
CLEAN and gently used OR new coats, hats, mittens, 
and boots for children in grades K-8 at various 
Chicago Public Schools on the west side. Please bring 
the items to the two boxes that are currently in the 
lobby of the Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, 
Glencoe). These boxes will be in the lobby through 
the end of this December. For more information, 
please contact Barbara Scott (bams4@comcast.net 
or 847-707-5795).  
 

Volunteers Needed at A Just Harvest 
Feeding People who are Hungry and Working to 

Reduce Hunger! 
 
Hakafa is committed to providing and serving food at 
A Just Harvest on the second Sunday of every month. 
The kitchen is located on the far north side of Chicago, 
and each month four families from Hakafa share this 
meaningful experience. The volunteer roster for the 
upcoming year is ready for volunteers to fill it. 
Even if you won’t be available to serve at the kitchen, 
you can participate by purchasing food or simply by 
contributing financially, a critical need.  

 
If you would like to help, visit the following link to sign-
up OR contact Monique Parsons (312-420-1248 / 
monique.parsons@gmail.com): http://tinyurl.com/just-
harvest 
 

Adult Education (continued) 
 

Jewish Community Resources  
 
CJE Senior Life (cje.net, 773.508.1000) – Since 1972, 
CJE SeniorLife has enhanced the lives of older adults and 
their families through a comprehensive network that 
includes housing, health care, community services, health 
and wellness education, life enrichment programs and 
applied research.  
 
Jewish Center for Addiction (jcfs.org/Jewish-addiction, 
847-745-5422) – The Jewish Center for Addiction (a 
program of Jewish Child and Family Service) was created 
to build a caring community that is aware of and 
responsive to the problem of addiction and to support 
individuals and families who struggle with addiction.  
  
Jewish Child and Family Service (jcfs.org, 855-275-
5237) - Jewish Child & Family Services (JCFS) provides 
caring and healing services to children, teens, adults, 
older adults and families for help with autism, support with 
advanced illness, special education, individual and family 
counseling, and more.  
 
Jewish Healing Network (847.745.5404) – A program of 
JCFS, the Network’s staff provides information about 
social services, medical resources, and spiritual resources 
for people who are ill, grieving, or serving as care-givers 
to help in their difficult times. 
 
Shalva (shalvaonline.org, 773-583-4673) - SHALVA 
offers free, confidential, domestic abuse counseling 
services to the Chicago Jewish Community. 
 

A Primer for Jewish Living Class 

 
Join other Hakafa adults for a learning experience with master teacher, Buddy Schreiber – a crash course on 
Judaism, its beliefs and practices!  
 
Our first session began on October 25, but you are welcome to come for any of the remaining sessions you’d like!  
 
We will meet on four more Tuesday evenings (11/1, 11/8, 11/15, and 11/22) from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Hakafa 
Offices at the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). 
 
Sessions will cover the following topics and you do not have to commit to attending all of them: 
• Who wrote the Torah – and what’s in it? 
• What are the 613 Commandments we should follow? What if you’re an atheist? 
• A summary of Jewish history from creation to 2016 – on one page! 
• What do Jews believe? How are the branches of Judaism similar and different? 
• The prayers we say and why we say them. 
• Judaism – Christianity – Islam: How similar? How different? 
• Antisemitism in America today and other future issues 

Social Action 
 

mailto:bams4@comcast.net
mailto:312-420-1248%20/%20monique.parsons@gmail.com
mailto:312-420-1248%20/%20monique.parsons@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/just-harvest
http://tinyurl.com/just-harvest
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Note from the Director of Education 

 
A big Todah Rabah goes out to all of the volunteer 
student readers who led our High Holiday Family 

Services so beautifully! 
 
November begins with daylight savings time on 
November 6. Please remember to adjust your clocks 

and "fall back" an hour! On that day, we will have a 
special Family Education Program for our 
Kindergarten through 2nd grades. We are looking 

forward to this program provided by the BJE Marshall 
Jewish Learning Center. 
 
Also on November 6, our Inter-generational program 

with Sharon Morton continues. We are so excited 
that our 8th grade class will be participating in this 
program and planning tikun olam projects as part of 

the curriculum. 
 
On November 13, our 7th grade class will be visiting 
Gidwitz Place - a CJE SeniorLife Jewish assisted living 

residence - as part of their curriculum and will be 
singing for and speaking with the residents. 
 

On November 20, our 3rd and 4th grade class, along 
with their parents, will be visiting The Ark to learn 
about the organization, pack Thanksgiving food 
packages, and work in their food pantry. 

 
Our Hebrew School schedule is a full one as well! Our 
second "Taste of Hebrew" class will take place on 
Tuesday, November 8.  

 
Please Note: Due to the Thanksgiving Holiday, there 
will be no Hebrew School on November 22 and no 

Religious School on November 27. 
 
On behalf of our Religious School, I want to wish all 
of you a Happy Thanksgiving holiday in advance! 

Enjoy this month full of learning and great 
experiences! 

L’shalom,  

Bibi 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

B’nai Mitzvah Workshop 
 

Rabbi Elder will be holding a series of four 
workshops that will take the families of students 
whose b’nai mitzvah celebrations will be taking 

place in the year after May 2016 through the 
Shabbat service. Beginning Sunday, November 
13 at 1:45 p.m. at the Takiff Center (999 Green 
Bay Road, Glencoe) and continuing 

periodically throughout the year, Rabbi Elder will 
break down a section of the Shabbat service, 
explain its themes and its language, and 
provide an opportunity for families to look 

through various books and publications in order 
to begin thinking about how to personalize the 
service. By the end of the series, each family will 

have the tools to complete the Shabbat service 
for their upcoming celebration. The workshop 
series is geared toward students and their 
parents. If you have any questions, please 

contact Rabbi Elder at rabbi@hakafa.org or 
847-266-8854. 
 

 
 

 Kdg, 1st, and 2nd Grade 

Shabbat Service and Oneg 
 

Please join us on Friday, December 2 at 7:00 

p.m. (NOTE EARLY START TIME) at the Winnetka 
Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, 
Winnetka) for Shabbat Services at which our 
Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd Grade Religious 

School students will help lead the service. 
Services will be followed by a special oneg in 
their honor, hosted by the families of our 

Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd grade students! We 
look forward to sharing a wonderful evening 
together. 

 



 

     

    

    November 2016
 

 

  

 
 

November Grade-Level Special Programs 
 

Kindergarten/1st/2nd Grade 

Family Education Program 
On November 6, Parents of all 
Hakafa Kindergarten through 2nd 
Graders will join their children for 

a special Family Education Program! Together, 
parents and children will explore THE STORY OF 
CREATION - learning about each day of creation in 

an interactive way, exploring what was created, and 
the importance of each day of creation in our lives 
today. Anne Stein will be our guest program 
facilitator. Anne was the Director of Education at 

Congregation Etz Chaim of Dupage County for 24 
years before retiring a year ago. Her passion is family 
education!  
 

7th Graders Visit Gidwitz 
On November 13, our 

7th graders will be going to Gidwitz Place to sing 
Jewish songs and chat with the residents there. 
Gidwitz Place is a CJE SeniorLife Jewish assisted living 
residence in Deerfield.   

 

3rd/4th Grade Students and 

Parents Visit the ARK 
On Sunday, November 20, parents 
of all Hakafa 3rd and 4th graders will 

join their children for a Social Action 
Field Trip to The Ark. Our 4th graders 

and their parents participated in this field trip last 

year, and this year they will have the chance to 
return, joined by our 3rd graders and their parents, for 
an educational program about what The Ark is and 
does - as well as a chance to help out in the food 

pantry packing Thanksgiving food packages. 
  

The Ark (www.arkchicago.org) is a not-for-profit, 

community-funded, Jewish health and human 
services agency that provides free social and 
medical services to help distressed members of the 
Chicagoland Jewish community return to self-

reliance.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

ENROLL YOUR CHILD IN SKIP NOW AND INVEST 

IN YOUR CHILD’S JEWISH FUTURE 
 

The SEND-A-KID-TO-ISRAEL PARTNERSHIP (SKIP) 

program is a special savings plan that helps 

Chicago area Jewish youth visit Israel as an 

integral part of their Jewish education. Young 
people who participate in the program for the full 

seven years (grades 3 through 9) will have 
approximately $2,000, including interest, saved to 
help meet the cost of an Israel Experience 
program. SKIP funds can be used beginning the 

summer after 9th grade through age 26. 
Furthermore, SKIP contributions, plus interest, are 
FULLY REFUNDABLE at any time should your son or 

daughter not participate on an Israel Experience 
program.   
 

SKIP GOAL - an Israel Experience program as part 

of each child's Jewish education. SKIP funds can 
be used for your family’s choice of a wide variety 
of approved high school or college Israel 

Experience programs. 
 

SKIP PARTNERS - your family, your congregation, 
and the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan 

Chicago each contribute to the SKIP savings plan. 
 

SKIP ENROLLMENT - enroll in school grades 3-6 and 

continue to make contributions through 9th 
grade.  
 

SKIP FACTS – Thousands of participants are 

currently enrolled in SKIP through more than 50 
participating congregations, and many teens and 
young adults have used their SKIP funds to help 

them participate on an Israel Experience 
program. 
 

SKIP INFORMATION - for more information on the 

SKIP program or enrollment in SKIP, contact Jenny 
Patterson at jrpatterson1959@gmail.com or 
312.217.0724. 
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Congregation Hakafa Calendar              November 2016 – Tishrei/Cheshvan 5777 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
      

     
 

1     
 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 

7:30 p.m.  
A Primer for Jewish Living Class – 
Session II (NSUMC)     

2     
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
(Home of Camille DeFrank) 
 

4:30 p.m. 
Adult Hebrew Class (NSUMC) 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Parents Circle Family Forum Event 
(Lakeside Congregation) 

3     
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 
(Office of Bob Rifkin) 

4     
 

9:00 a.m. 
Weekly Parshanut  
(NSUMC) 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 

SHABBAT IN THE HOME 

5    

 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson) 
 

 
 

6     
 

9:45 am-12:00 pm - Rel. School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm – Adult Ed (TC) 
     -Study with Tamar Selch 
     -Discussion: One Cong, One Book 
    -Intergenerational Prog Session II 
 

12:15- 1:30 pm 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class (TC) 
 

4:00-6:00 pm - 9th-11th Grade Class 
Session II (NSUMC) 

7      
 
 
 

Kadima-Sponsored Arts Program 
Day Trip 

 

8   
12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle 
(Office of Brad Reiff) 
 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m. Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 

7:30 p.m.  
A Primer for Jewish Living Class – 
Session III (NSUMC)     

9 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
(Home of Camille DeFrank) 
 
4:30 p.m. 
Adult Hebrew Class (NSUMC) 

10   

 
 
 

11    Veterans Day 
 
9:00 a.m. 
Weekly Parshanut  
(NSUMC) 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

12  
 

 
 
 

13     
9:45 am-12:00 pm (TC) – Rel. School  
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm – Adult Ed (TC): 
Elysha Netsarh, Leader of the Jewish 
community of Madagascar 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm (TC) 
Intergenerational Program Session III  
 

12:15- 1:30 pm (TC) 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class  
 

1:45 pm (TC) - B’nai Mitzvah Workshop  
 

2:00 p.m. - Kadima Program at the   
                  Holocaust Museum 
 

3:30 pm - Chevra Kadisha Meeting  
(Home of Linda and David Weinstein) 

14 
 

15  Newsletter Articles Due   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m.  
A Primer for Jewish Living Class – 
Session IV (NSUMC)     

16  
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
(Home of Camille DeFrank) 
 
4:30 p.m. 
Adult Hebrew Class (NSUMC) 

17 
 
9:00 a.m. 
Nosh & Know on the North Shore 
(Home of Cookie Robertson) 

18 
 
9:00 a.m. 
Weekly Parshanut  
(NSUMC) 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Midrash Class (NSUMC) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service – Guest Speaker: 
Rev. Randall Harris (WCH) 

19 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Minyan 
(Home of Barbara & Allen Anderson) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

20 
9:45 am-12:00 pm - Rel. School (TC) 
 

10:35 am-12:00 pm – Adult Ed (TC) 
     -Study with Dr. Claire Sufrin 
     -Discussion: Advocacy in the  
                          Reform Movement 
    -Intergenerational Prog Session IV 

 

12:15- 1:30 pm 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class (TC) 

21 
 

22 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
(Home of Allison and Ken Davis) 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 
 

7:30 p.m.  
A Primer for Jewish Living Class – 
Session V (NSUMC)      

23 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
(Home of Camille DeFrank) 

24 Thanksgiving Day 
 
 
 
 
 

 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

26 
 

 

27 
 

No Religious School – Family Day 

28 29 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (TC) 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Torah Study (NSUMC) 

30 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Torah Study 
(Home of Camille DeFrank) 

 

https://hakafa.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=3432
https://hakafa.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=3432


 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Congregation Hakafa 

Address: P.O. Box 409, Glencoe, IL 60022 
Phone: 847-242-0687  

Congregation Email: conghakafa@hakafa.org  
Hakafa Website: www.hakafa.org 

 
John Thomason..………………………………………….…………….President 

Nancy Goodman……………………...…………...………………Vice President 

David Saef ……...…………………………………….….....Operations Treasurer 

Greg Braun....………………………………..…...………………Dues Treasurer 

Heather Harris.....……………………………………...……………….Secretary 

Scott Lowtwait & Sy Rothstein….....……...………….......Endowment Trustees 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bruce Elder…………………...……Rabbi (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

Robert J. Marx…………………………………………………..Rabbi Emeritus 

Rona Elder……………......Administrator (847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

Bibi Patt……... Director of Education (847-955-9980 or education@hakafa.org) 

Sara Goodman……..……Music Director (847-274-7166 or music@hakafa.org) 

Lori Wilansky......Editor: The Circle (847-444-1488 or wilanskyl@comcast.net)  

 
The information in this newsletter is provided to Hakafa members for use in 
connection with Hakafa activities.  Use for any other purposes is strictly 
prohibited. 

The Circle  

November 2016 
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